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cently sent by the Committee to Ceylon, three had been acceptable

and useful pastors in this country. Other pastors are now in negoti-

ation with the Committee, in reference to their going forth to other

missions. And several others are known to be seriously investigating

the subject.

Since the last meeting of the Board, the Committee have been

permitted to send forth the following additional missionaries.

Rev. William Thompson and wife, - - - - to the Mission in Syria.

Doct. Asa Dodge and wife, ..... do.

Rev. Elias Riggs and wife, ..... Mission in Greece.
Rev. William Todd and wife, .... Mission in Ceylon.
Rev. Samuel Hutchins and wife, .... do.

Rev. Henry R. Hoisington and wife, .... do.

Rev. George H. Apthorp and wife, .... do.

Doct. Nathan Ward and wife, do.

Rev. Ira Tracy, Mission to China.
Mr. Samuel Wells Williams, printer, .... do.

Rev. Charles Robinson and wife, .... Mission in Siam.
Rev. Stephen Johnson, Jr. and wife, .... do.

Rev. Samuel Munson and wife, ... to the Indian Archipelago.
Rev. Henry Lyman and wife, do.

Rev. Lowell Smith and wife, Sandwich Islands.
Rev. Benjamin W. Parker and wife, .... do.
Mr. Samuel Fuller, printer, do.
Rev. William Arms, Mission to Patagonia.
Rev. Titus Coan, do.
Rev. Ashur Bliss and wife, North American Indians.
Rev. Matthias Joslyn and wife, .... do.
Rev. Henry R. Wilson, do.
Rev. John Fleming and wife, .... do.
Mr. Edmund F. Ely, do.
Mr. John L. Seymour, do.
Miss Relief Thayer, do.
Miss Esther Smith, do.
Miss Jerusha Johnson, do
Miss Mary B. Choate, do!
Miss Martyn, ---..... do.
Miss Elvira G. Perkins, do.

Ordained Missionaries 1 9; Physicians 2; Printers 2; other assis-
tants 25: total 48.

The Rev. David O. Allen, of the Bombay mission, who had, with
the sanction of the Committee, returned to this country, has, within
the year, again repaired to his field of labor.

The receipts of the past year have exceeded those of the preced-
ing year by $15,270,65; and have amounted to $145,844,77:
which, added to the balance in the treasury at the commencement of
the year, gave $152,522,41 of funds at the disposal of the Commit-
tee during the year. Of this sum has been expended in prosecuting
the various objects of the Board, $149,906,27; leaving in the treas-
ury, of disposable funds, at the close of the past financial year, on
the 31st of August last, $2,616,14.

In addition to the disbursements just stated, there have passed
through our treasury, to various missions of the Board, from other be-
nevolent societies, the following sums:
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ticotta. They visited one hundred and thirty-one families, to whom
they read the circular, and delivered eighty copies of the letter en-

closing tracts to persons able to read and willing to receive them.

Many persons, especially females, heard the gospel for the first time;

and with a very few exceptions they were treated with great civility.

In this manner they have pervaded all the villages around Batticotta.

A "moral improvement society," has been formed in the seminary

for the purpose of inquiry in respect to those defects of moral char-

acter, for which the natives of the island and of India generally are

notorious; and for promoting a reform, especially with regard to in-

temperance, sabbath-breaking, fraud, bribery, and other kindred im-

moralities.

What is called the "verse-system" has been adopted at all the

stations.

A very honorable notice of this mission, by Sir Alexander John-

stone, formerly chief justice of Ceylon, will be communicated to the

Board in the letters of that gentleman.

"Perhaps in no former year," say the missionaries, "has so much light gone
forth, among the people, as in the last. The heathen have been roused in two or

three instances to answer the tracts addressed to them, and in one case have written
a very long defence of idolatry, grounded on the practices and ceremonies of the

Jews as recorded in the Old Testament. There is therefore evidently a spirit of
inquiry and investigation abroad. Some head-men are more or less inquiring.

A Modeliar of Oodooville who is interpreter of a magistrates court and connected
with the first families in the district, openly defends Christianity, and professes

his determination to unite himself with the people of God. Another leading
man, a Roman Catholic in Panditeripo, the most celebrated native doctor in this

part of the country, has also expressed his dissatisfaction with his own church
and a wish to embrace a purer faith. Whatever may be the result in these or

any other individual cases, and whether the Lord may see fit, at present, to bring
into the church any of the more honorable among the people, and thus prepare
the way for multitudes to follow, who are only waiting the example of some in-

fluential men, must be left to his infinite wisdom. Perhaps this would make a

profession of Christianity too easy, and tend to fill the church with hypocrites.

At present though nearly all the members are of the vellale caste, which is next
to the Brahmin, there are i'ew men of much wealth or influence as yet found in

our ranks, and no brahmin has thrown away his poita to receive Christian baptism."

MISSION TO SIAM.

David Abeel, Charles P«.obinson, Stephen Johnson, Missionaries; Mrs. Robin-
son and Mrs. Johnson.

Messrs. Robinson and Johnson, with their wives, sailed from Bos-

ton on the 10th of June last, with the expectation of making their

permanent residence in Siam. The Committee, in their Report a

year ago, brought down the history of Mr. Abeel's labors to the com-
mencement of the year 1832. He was then at Singapore, a flour-

ishing commercial entreport south of the Malayan peninsula,whither he

had accompanied Mr. Tomlin from Siam, for the benefit of his health.

Several of his letters, describing his subsequent proceedings, appear
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to have miscarried. After spending a short time at Singapore, he

hastened back to Siam, that he might supply the numerous trading

vessels from China with Christian books, before they commenced
their homeward voyage. A number had sailed before his arrival,

but he had the privilege of furnishing fifty with religious tracts and

portions of the Holy Scriptures.

Mr. Abeel found the aspect of the mission somewhat changed for

the worse since his former visit. On his arrival the captain of the

junk, for some reason, informed the king that he had returned with a

large supply of books; upon which a royal veto was issued against

their distribution. The king said that if the object was to effect a

change in religion, such a thing might be attempted in other coun-

tries, but not in his. Mr. Abeel thinks this measure was the result

of a previous concert between the priests and his majesty; the priests

having become alarmed at the consequences of an extensive distribu-

tion of the anti-pagan doctrines contained in Christian books. It was
however conceded by the king's officers, that the royal interdict did

not apply to the distribution of books among the Chinese junks.

The priests were much less familiar than during the former visit.

Still numbers of them came for medicine; and one, who was fre-

quently mentioned in former journals, came occasionally by night to

converse with Mr. Abeel.

The interference of the government had very little effect on Mr.
Abeel's labors. His strength was so exhausted by supplying the

junks with books, that he was afterwards obliged to confine himself in

great measure to his house; where he administered to the sick, and

preached the gospel to all who came to him. His patients were nu-

merous, especially towards the close of his residence at Bankok.
The number of his hearers on the Sabbath seldom exceeded twenty,

but this was more than had ever attended during his former visit, and

he believed that the number might be increased without much diffi-

culty. Five or six professed to renounce their idols, and evinced a

very encouraging eagerness in their inquiries after truth. "I did not

feel it my duty," says Mr. Abeel, "to admit any of them into

the visible church, and consequently should prefer not denominating

any of them converts. Still I have great hopes that time may prove

some of them members of the invisible church, and that they may
become the rejoicing of future laborers. The one baptized by Mr.
Gutzlaff appears well, and has been of considerable assistance to me.
We did not see him during our previous visit to the place. He and
a few others have agreed to meet together according to our usual

custom, every Sabbath, for divine worship. He is well qualified to

discharge the duties of a leader in the exercises."

Bankok possesses more importance in relation to China, than any
other outport that can be selected. Not less than eighty junks visited

the place during the last year; and the crews of these vessels are
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generally disposed to receive books of any kind, and there is every
reason to believe that they carry them to their homes.

Mr. Abeel was again compelled by the entire failure of his health

to return to Singapore. He endeavored to obtain a passage to Can-
ton, but could not; and the junk in which he desired to go is sup-
posed to have been lost, with all on board. The chaplain at Singa-
pore having died, Mr. Abeel found a demand for his labors as a
preacher, and the Lord had been graciously pleased to apply the

truth with more than ordinary power to the minds of a few of
his hearers. In April, having received the invitation of the Com-
mittee to revisit his native land, according to the arrangement made
by the Board with the Reformed Dutch Church, he was preparing

to return, and is now expected in this country.

MISSION TO CHINA.

Elijah C. Bridgman and Ira Tracy, Misionaries; Samuel Wells Williams
Printer.

Mr. Bridgman is still residing at Canton. A few brief extracts

from a letter written in a familiar strain in February last, will give a

striking view of his situation and feelings.

"Since I wrote you last I have been sick, but, by the blessing of our Heavenly
Father, I am well again. Were it not for the exceeding great and precious prom-
ises, my heart would fail me—the work is so great, so vast, and the laborers so

few and feeble. We are as nothing. I am not discouraged, my brother; I am not
disheartened; but I am often as now, sad. To see so much to be done, and so lit-

tle doing, makes my heart ache. The prospect all around us is very dark. I

have been here now almost three years—have gained considerable knowledge of
the people—can speak their language so as to be pretty well understood—have
assisted in the publication of Sabbath school lessons and some tracts— have in-

structed, and have now with me, five native youths—have preached on the Lord's

day in English—have done something with the English press, and am trying the

lithographic;—yet all this is nothing, nothing at all. No soul has been convicted

—

none converted. Little Atih is, perhaps, the most promising subject. But, O sir,

more must be done here and every where.
"I must continue to give my attention to the language, and I purpose to be-

come master of it. This will require more time. I will also give more attention

to the lads. How far the system of instructing boys can be carried to advantage,
can only be known by experiment. I am anxious to see if something more can-

not be done abroad in Canton. Asyetall is silent—nothing is brought out to pub-

lic view. The government are doubtless aware of our being here, and perhaps

well informed of what we are doing; and if we keep still, will probably let us

alone. But this will not do always. The light of the gospel cannot and must not

be kept hid. I am anxious, too, about the press. The Repository, if supported,

and rightly conducted, will do great good; but much more help is needed to carry

it on. There is a demand for effort on every side. More missionaries and more
pious laymen are needed. But, dear Sir, I cannot tell you all that is wanted.

Could the whole American church see with their own eyes what there is to be

done here, then they would give us their aid; especially their most fervent and
eatnest prayers to God in oar behalf."
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tions, and preliminary investigations of vast extent are necessary.

Many large districts of the world are almost wholly unknown. Who
can describe the interior of Borneo, New Holland, South America,

Africa, or Asia? And how little is yet known concerning the greater

part of the languages of mankind!

The Board has made some progress in its work of observation.

Its messengers have been sent among the Indian tribes along the whole

extent of our southwestern border, far towards the Rocky Mountains.

Others have been sent to the great lakes, and beyond them, and to

the head waters of the Mississippi. The condition of the Sandwich

Islands has been fully reported. One of our messengers has explor-

ed a part of the northwest coast. Another has visited Mexico, and

most of the independent States of South America. Others have vis-

ited the Washington Islands. Others are stationed on the southern

borders of China, and in Siam, and in the northern part of Ceylon,

and in western India. We have observers, also, in Syria, and at the

capital of the Moslem empire; at Athens, anciently the eye of Greece,

and at Malta; and have pushed our inquiries through the northern

provinces of Asia-Minor, into the Caucasian countries, and the bor-

ders of Persia. Others are on their way to traverse, if possible, the

unknown regions of Patagonia. Others have gone to explore among
the islands of the great Indian Archipelago. Another is about pro-

ceeding to western Africa; and a mission is projected for the eastern

shores of that benighted continent, and waits only for the suitable

men to commence it. Within a few months from the present time,

we hope to occupy a post which shall throw light upon the condition

of the large and important island of Cyprus. At the foot of Mount
Olympus, too, in Asia-Minor, a mission will be planted within a year,

should Providence favor our designs; and within that time a mes-
senger who has just left our shores, expects to find a home beyond
the plains of Mesopotamia, and the Kurdish mountains.

How much farther it will be advisable for the Board to extend its

posts of observation, must be referred to that Providence which is so

rapidly multiplying facilities and inducements to hasten the publica-

tion of the gospel among all nations. A joint and solemn responsi-

bility does certainly rest upon the several missionary societies of

Christendom, to lose no time in making a full report to the churches
of the condition of the heathen world, and of all that is necessary for

its spiritual regeneration. The object merits and demands the great-

est talents, the highest attainments, and the most exalted spirit of de-

votedness to Christ. And the number requisite for this object is com-
paratively small. A few self-denying men, of sound judgment, com-
prehensive views, and cultivated intellect, might explore a nation.

Twenty or thirty such men would suffice for all centra] Asia, south

of the Russian empire. Planting themselves upon the route pursued
by Alexander, when he advanced upon the Indus, and also in Can-
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Brought forward, 21,656 67

Nestorian Mission.

Outfit and expenses of Mr. and Mrs. Perkins, in part, 304 85

Remittance for the expenses and general objects of the

mission, 1,440 00—1,744 85
*

Bombay Mission,

Remittances, drafts, &c. 13,424 75
Types, paper, books, ^c. purchased in Boston, - - 437 52
Outfit, in part, of Mr. and Mrs. Sampson, - 285 27
Passage of Mr. and Mrs. Sampson to Calcutta, - - 400 00
Expenses of Mr. and Mrs. Graves, since their return, 223 38

do. of Mrs. Garrett, - 110 00
do. of Mr. Allen, while in this country, - 170 00

Passage of Mr. Allen to Madras, - - '- - - 200 00—15,250 92

Ceylon Mission.

Remittances, &c. for seminary, boarding schools, free

schools, native assistants, building, repairs, &c.
including the expenses of the mission families, 18,389 14

Printing press, types, paper, cuts, books, and various

articles purchased in Boston, -

Outfit and expenses of Dr. and Mrs. Ward,
do. of Mr. and Mrs. Todd, -

do. of Mr. and Mrs. Apthorp, -

do. of Mr. and Mrs. Hoisington, -

do. of Mr. and Mrs. Hutchings,
Passage of the above named individuals to Ceylon or

Madras,
Outfit, in part, of Mr. and Mrs. Eckard, -

do. of Mr. and Mrs. Minor,

Mission to Siam.

Outfit and expenses of Mr. and Mrs. Johnson, - - 710 52
do. of Mr. and Mrs. Robinson, - - 732 62

Passage of Mr. and Mrs. Johnson and Mr. and Mrs.
Robinson to Batavia, 700 00

Remittances to defray the expenses ofthe mission, - 2,880 00

Purchases of books, medicines, &c. .... 418 26
Draft of Mr. Abeel, - 309 75 5,751 15

China Mission.

Remittances, purchases for the printing department,&c. 1,825 58

Outfit and expenses of Mr. Tracy, ... - 589 33

Expenses of Mr. Williams, - - - " - - - 41 18 2,456 09

Mission to the Indian Archipelago.

Outfit and expenses of Mr. arid Mrs. Lyman, - - 896 79
do. of Mr. and Mrs. Munson, * - 936 32

Passage of Mr. and Mrs. Munson, and Mr. and Mrs.
Lyman, to Batavia, 700 00

3,493 03
718 83
719 38
737 04
752 48
791 78

2,000 00
499 23
406 00—28,506 91

Carried forward, $2,533 11 $75,366 59
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