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94 SIAM. Report,

the great expense at which the mission must be sustained, and the
equal necessity and far greater facilities for missionary labor in several
unoccupied districts of the Sandwich Islands,—satisfied the three
brethren that it was best, on the whole, to break up the mission at
once and return to the Sandwich Islands. Considering all the cir-
cumstances of the case, the Committee approve of the relinquish-
ment of this mission; and it is but justice to say, that the courage,
enterprise, and self-denying zeal with which these brethren and their
wives prosecuted their mission for eight months, in circumstances the
most appalling to flesh and spirit, entitle them to the unabated confi-
dence and affectionate sympathy of the Board.

SIAM.

Charles Robinson and Stephen Johnson, Missionaries; Dan B. Bradley, M. D,
Physician; and their wives.
avid Abeel, Missionary; on a visit to the United States.

Mr. Abeel was represented in the last Report as preparing to
revisit his native land, agreeably to an invitation forwarded to him
by the Committee. Late in the autumn of 1833, he took passage
in an English vessel bound to London. From thence, his health
being extremely delicate, he found it necessary to repair immediately
to Paris; and from thence, with the approbation of the Committee,
he visited Holland, to see if the cause of missions might not be pro-
moted by conferring with the directors of the Netherlands Missionary
Society, which has missions in several parts of Netherlands India.
He so far regained strength during the winter, as to take part in sev-
eral of the London anniversaries in May. On the 6th of September
he arrived in New-York, but with health not entirely restored. The
Committee indulge the hope, however, that he will be able, in the
course of the ensuing year, to perform an agency in the Reformed
Dutch Church, of which he is a member, and to make arrangements
for commencing a new mission, with the aid of associates from the
same church and under the direction of the Board, somewhere in
south-eastern Asia, or the neighboring archipelago. He is now pre-
paring an account of his researches in China and the neighboring
countries for publication.

Messrs. Robinson and Johnson, who sailed from Boston on the
10th of June, arrived at Batavia September 30th. From thence
they proceeded to Singapore. On the 14th of November Mr. John-
son and wife embarked in a ship bound to Siam; after being at sea
forty-six days, they had advanced only 300 miles on their course,
and returned to Singapore. Calms, head winds, and strong oppos-
ing currents, baffled all their efforts to proceed. The two brethren
and their wives enjoyed good advantages at Singapore for acquiring
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1834. CHINA. 95

the Chinese language. They hoped to reach Siam in the spring of
the present year.

Doct. Dan B. Bradley and wife embarked for Siam, in the ship
Cashmere, at Boston, July 2d. The time has not come when we
should hear of their arrival at Singapore.

CHINA.

Elijah C. Bridgman and Peter Parker, M. D., Missionariss; 8. Wells Williams,
Printer.

Mr. Tracy and Mr. Williams, whose embarkation was mentioned
in the last Report, arrived at Canton on the 26th of October 1833.
Mr. Tracy has since been authorized to remove to Singapore. Mr.
Parker embarked at New-York for Canton in the ship Morrison, on
the 3d of June last. Mr. Williams entered on his duties as printer
immediately cn his arrival, but a portion of his time for several years,
must necessarily be given to the language. The principal labor of
conducting the Chinese Repository devolves on Mr. Bridgman; but
valuable assistance has been received from Dr. Morrison, his son Mr.
John Morrison, Mr. Stevens, Mr. Gutzlaff, Mr. Tracy, and others.
The work is growing in favor among the readers of the English lan-
guage in the East where it is published. The first volume was com-
pleted in April of last year, and contains 512 pages. The Repository
is one of the chief causes, under God, of the increasing interest felt
by the churches in the millions of the Chinese empire.

We ought to avoid cherishing anticipations concerning the progress
af our work in China, beyond what the Lord authorizes in his prov-
idence. The laws of the empire do still strictly prohibit the intro-
duction of Christian books; and while those laws are not known to
have been recently enforced, either against those who have put the
books in circulation, or the subjects of the empire who have received
them, there is no proof that the government has departed in any
measure from its exclusive policy, or become pledged in any manner
to tolerate such proceedings. The missionaries have no security for
their persons, other than the over-ruling power of the King of Zion,
and are liable at any moment to be arrested in their labors, and be
persecuted unto death, or driven from the country. We are not
authorized to infer that other missionaries can of course do what Mr.
Gutzlaff has done. His thorough and remarkable acquaintance with
the Chinese language and customs, and his ability to conform him-
self so entirely to their habits as to be mistaken for a native of the
country, together with his medical skill, give him special advantages
for travelling among the people, without incurring the displeasure,
or even attracting the notice, of the police. It is quite possible,
therefore, that he may pass from province to province unmolested,

Google



