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30 MINUTES OP THE ANNUAL MEETING. Report,

propagating gospel instrumentalities, at the earliest possible period ;

and for this purpose that the higher seminaries of learning for educat-

ing native helpers in the work, which the Prudential Committee may

think proper to erect in the several missions, receive the cordial sanc-

tion and support of the Board, and be earnestly commended to the

attention, sympathies, prayers, and patronage of the Christian com-

munity.

Resolved, That the Board regard with heart-felt gratitude the efforts

made by different associations of Christians in this country to multiply

competent preachers of the gospel, and they give thanks to the Giver

of all good for the number of those whom He has inclined to devote

themselves to the work of missions among the heathen.

Resolved, That there can be no reasonable doubt that the printing

press was providentially given to mankind in these latter days with

special reference to the employment of its great powers in assisting to

propagate the knowledge of the gospel ; and that the Board, regarding

it as a divinely appointed instrument for this purpose, will give it, in

the several missions, a proportionate share of attention and support.

Resolved, That among the signs of the times indicating the approach

of the period, foretold in prophecy and long desired and looked for by
the church of God, when the gospel shall be proclaimed through the

world, the Board regard with interest the present general peace of the

earth—the extention of commerce and the peaceful arts—the progress

of geographical research and discovery—the increasing facilities for

inter-communication among different nations by means of rail-roads

and steam-boats—the multiplying demands in all parts of the world for

sanctified talent and learning—the growing activity and power of the
religious press and of public opinion—the progressive subjection of
barbarous languages to a written form by means of Christian missions,
whereby the first intelligent use of these languages in the communica-
tion of thought and feeling is to exert a hallowed and elevating influ-

ence on those who speak them—and finally the fact, more and more
developed and established, that no sect or denomination of professed
Christians can sustain a reputation for Christian character without
laboring to extend the institutions and blessings of Christianity to
pagan nations.

Resolved, That the Board contemplate with fraternal interest the
efforts of evangelical missionary societies, existing both in this
country and in Europe, to extend the knowledge of the gospel of
Christ among the heathen, and will endeavor to promote the best un-
derstanding at home and abroad between their agents and missiona-
ries and our own.

Resolved, That, in view of the call for more laborers in almost
every part of the heathen world, but especially in Western Africa,
Syria, India, and Siam and its dependencies, the Board are oppressed
by the fact that any delay should be necessary, for want of funds, in
sending forth the missionaries now under appointment; and they
would respectfully call upon the patrons of the holy cause to take this
subject into still more earnest and prayerful consideration ; and also
upon those young brethren who are under appointment to stand firm
to their purpose, even should they be delayed for months to come.
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" In the year 1819, three years after the arrival of the missionaries, there was at Bat-

ticotta what may be called a revival of religion. Very circumscribed of course, from

the fact that only eight or ten of the pupils were then instructed in the necessity of a

change of heart, and obedience to God, through our Lord Jesus Christ. Still it bore

the strong and striking marks of a revival, and two were added to the church, and one

forcibly kept back by his relations.

" In the year 1821 there was a revival at Tillipally, which commenced immediately

after Mrs. Poor's death. In the year 1821 eight were added to the church. At the com-
mencement of 1824 there was a great revival of religion at all the five stations then

occupied. Its influence was confined principally to our charity boarding schools, and
teachers of village schools. As some of the fruits of this revival forty-one were receiv-

ed to our church at one time, January 20th, 1825 5 and in July 1825 eight more. In

October of the same year [1824] there was an awakening, less powerful, but marked:

At this time several gave evidence of a change of heart. In the year 1827, though we
saw nothing like a marked revival, there wer a very interesting state of anxious inquiry

among many of the young men, and some of our neighbors who had been more particu-

larly instructed. This state of feeling commenced in 1826, and continued many months
of 1827. Thirty-one were added to the church. In 1830 the mission experienced

another revival of religion. Though we saw no manifest tokens of the Spirit's power at

the quarterly communion in October, still we had reason to believe God was not far

from us, nay, that he was with us for one or two months previous. Encouraged by these

signs of the times, two of the missionaries went directly from the quarterly meeting to

Batticotta to labor with the lads in the Seminary. The results were very encouraging at

Batticotta, and the revival spread to all the other stations. A number of schoolmasters

belonging to the native free schools were awakened. In April following thirty-four

natives were admitted to the church, and in July twenty-seven more were added ; mak-
ing in all sixty-one. Of these twenty-eight belonged to Batticotta Seminary, three to

the female central school ; and fourteen were schoolmasters ; two children of the mis-

sionaries, and ten other males and females.

" In the latter part of 1834 a very powerful work of grace commenced at a protracted

meeting held in the Seminary at Batticotta. It extended to all the stations, except Va-
rany, which was then recently commenced. About fifty were admitted the following

March [1835] ; and in the course of the year seventy-seven were added to the church.

Of these twenty-five belonged to the Seminary, or had recently left 5 twelve to the cen-

tral school for girls atOodooville ; nine were masters in the native free schools, Thirty

were neighbors, and two youth in our native free schools. In the latter part of 1835

the Seminary at Batticotta was again visited with the influences of the Holy Spirit.

There was also an unusual excitement at Oodooville, but the work was not very abiding

at either station.''

In September of last year, the female seminary at Oodooville

experienced a refreshing from on high. Three or four were hope-

fully converted, and very salutary impressions were made on others.

EASTERN ASIA.

MISSION TO SIAM.

B^nkok.—Stephen Johnson and Charles Robinson, Missioyiaries ; Dan B. Brad-
ley, M. D., Physician ; and their wives.

(1 station 3 2 missionaries, 1 physician, and 3 female assistant missionaries,

—

total, 6.)

The Siamese possess a country of almost unequalled fertility, and
are supposed to be more rapidly increasing in numbers, by immigra-
tion and otherwise, than any other nation in that portion of the

world. They are rising, too, on the scale of civilization. Among
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the indications of this is the fact, that the king has ordered all his

vessels hereafter to be built on the European model. The chief

priest, who is the second personage in the kingdom, has requested
that a complete printing establishment, with Roman type, may be
sent him,, and has commenced romanising the Pali, or sacred lan-

guage, after a plan of his own invention. The people generally are

mild and tractable, and treat Europeans with deference.

Mr. Johnson remained six months at Chantaboon. Within a cir-

cuit of fifteen miles around that.place, he supposes there is a popu-

lation of 30,000 souls; by far the larger part Chinese, and generally

speaking the Fuhkeen dialect. The people are friendly and com-
municative.

"Here," says Mr. Johnson/' " are far less temptations to vice and profligacy of

manners, than in Bankok; the people are less immersed in business, and consequently
would find more leisure for and be less disinclined to serious reflection. Here, more-
over, are comparative!}' few priests to encourage them in their adherence to idolatry

and prejudice their minds against missionary efforts. Here the servant of God can
choose his field of labor and place of residence; and would, I doubt not, be permitted to

extend his travels and researches as far as he pleased. I know of no other point from
which he can so easily penetrate the territories of Camboja, with the view of establish-

ing christian missions there. Owing to the vicinity of numerous mountains, the climate

is considerably cooler than that of Bankok, and during the summer season it might be

a desirable retreat for invalids from this city. It might be so, provided a mission could

there be established, and suitable buildings could be erected jn some of the healthy and
elevated situations which there abound."

The brethren had fears, at one time, that they would all be re-

quired by the government to reside in a particular district of the

citv, remote from the Chinese. The Lord has been better to them

than their fears; and there seems to be no serious obstacle at present

in the way of their prosecuting every department of their labor to

the full extent of their means, and having free access to all classes

of people in the kingdom. The three missionaries reside in as

many different parts of the city. Messrs. Robinson and Johnson

are on the east side of the river, and Doct. Bradley on the west.

Within three or four miles of them are a million of people, of various

nations and languages, but the great majority Chinese. The breth-

ren have visited the principal places within thirty miles, and find

the country full of inhabitants. Above and below the city are great

numbers of Burmans and Pequans, probably not less than 50,000.

The number of Fuhkeen Chinese in the city is estimated at from

20,000 to 50,000. Among these Mr. Johnson has established a

school, with a native teacher, which he visits almost daily. Christian

books are used exclusively, and on the Sabbath the parents and

others are invited to come and hear the preaching of the gospel.

Mr. Johnson has for some time conducted social worship in Chinese

for the benefit of such as may wish to attend. It is now nearly two

years since Mr. Robinson commenced regular Siamese preaching

on the Sabbath at the dispensary. From one to two hundred are

usually present. For some time Doct. Bradley has daily opened the
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dispensary with prayer, and such religious instructions as circum-

stances would permit; and he has had social worship in his family

in the Siamese language. Among the females visiting the dispensary

a prayer-meeting has been held every week. The number who
have received medical aid from the beginning, is 3,800. They
were of all classes, and from all parts of the country. It is an inter-

esting fact that so many have enjoyed such opportunities for be-

coming acquainted with the gospel, and have carried tidings of it to

so many places. Mrs. Bradley has a number of Siamese girls

under instruction.

The mission has printed a thousand copies of a Siamese tract of

eight pages, containing a summary of the law and of the gospel.

To this were added a short prayer and three hymns. They have

other tracts ready for the press ; but, while they have a press and

types, they have no printer. The tract just mentioned is the first

that has been printed in Siam. About 4,000 Siamese books or

tracts had been circulated in Siam by different missionaries, and

these are all that ever were distributed in that language among the

people of Siam. Our brethren have distributed from the beginning

about 20,000 volumes in Chinese.

Tn the opinion of the brethren of this mission, Siam and the

neighboring counties present inviting fields for missionary labor. As
an evidence of this, and also as an interesting document, the Com-
mittee invite the attention of the Board to the following requests for

missionaries, received from the mission about five months since.

"1. A printer is immediately needed, accompanied by a first rate printing press

and furniture, a large quantity of paper, and a fount of English type.

"2. Four or five missionaries, together with a physician, are urgently needed for

Bankok. One missionary at least to co-operate with Mr. Johnson among the Fuhkeen,
and two among the Tachew Chinese. One at least for the Siamese, qualified to assist

in translations. One for the Mussulmans in Bankok, of which there are not far from

20,000, principally Malays and their descendants speaking that language.
"3. Two missionaries and a physician are needed for Chantaboon and neighboring

villages.

"4. Two missionaries and a physician are needed for Ligore, a large province
subject to Siam, on the west side of the gulf of Siam. The king of Ligore is a near
relative of the present king of Siam, and is now here on a visit. His son, a patient

of Dr. Bradley's, strongly urged one of us to return with him. The Malayan and Sia-
mese languages are principally spoken.

"5. Two missionaries and a physician are needed for Camboja, a large province of
which is now under Siamese jurisdiction. We have a Cambojan dictionary with
Siamese definitions nearly completed, of 20,000 words, written by a native Cambojan.

"6. Two missionaries are wanted for Cochin-China, who might prepare for their

mission at Chantaboon, where there are many Cochin-Chinese.
"7. One missionary is needed for Peguans in Siam.
"8. Two missionaries for Siamese and Chinese in Yuthia, the ancient capital, which

is said to be nearly as populous as Bankok. The Roman Catholics a few years since
were prohibited entering that place; but they at length succeeded. Why may not
Protestants? Two are also needed for Laos, a large country on the north and north-
east, now subject to Siam. The language may be readily acquired here. The written
character is different from the Siamese, yet there is such a similarity in the spoken
language, that a Siamese may be tolerably well understood. They are a poor but in-

teresting people, scattered over a large tract much of which is mountainous. They
have, however, a number of villages around the sources of the Meinam. Their capital
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is said to contain 20,000 souls. It is said also that lying and theft are crimes that are
scarcely known among- them.

"9. A married teacher, and three or four unmarried females to take charge of schools

in Bankok and Chantaboon.
"The foregping number of missionaries, physicians, and teachers, may appear large;

but we cannot conscientiously ask for less. A larger number are located in many a
single county in our native land, where all the people are supplied with the word of life.

Cannot five physicians be spared from the hundreds who annually enter that profession?

Cannot eighteen missionaries from the hundreds that yearly enter the ministry, with

commissions from heaven to preach the gospel to every creature, be spared for the

perishing millions of this country? Are there not three or four teachers to be found
who would rejoice to spend their lives in teaching a nation of interesting children the

news of salvation?"

MISSION TO CHINA.

Canton.—Elijah C. Bridgman and Peter Parker, M. D., Missionaries ; and S.

Wells Williams, Pi-inter.

David Abeel, Missionary, on a visit to this country.

(1 station ; 3 missionaries, and 1 printer,—total, 4.)

This mission has been sorely bereaved the past year by the death

of Mr. Stevens. He sailed from China, Dec. 3d, in the brig Him-
maleh, on a missionary voyage among the islands of the Archipelago.

The vessel arrived at Singapore on the 15th, and Mr. Stevens be-

came sick with fever shortly afterwards. Pie received every pos-

sible attention from his missionary brethren at that place, but died

rather unexpectedly on the 5th of January. High hopes were en-

tertained with regard to his usefulness; but there is surely no mistake

in those counsels of infinite wisdom which led to his removal so

early from the field of earthly labor.

In one important respect, Chinese missions are certainly making

progress. They are acquiring and diffusing a knowledge of the

country, people, government, laws, religion, and language of China.

They are also multiplying the means of assault upon the blind, athe-

istical superstitions of that great empire; though not rapidly, because

the laborers acquainted with the language are yet few. They are

learning, too, how to multiply and use these means. In the for-

mer part of last year, thirteen tracts, new and old, and a harmony

of the gospels, were sent down to Singapore to be printed. The
new tracts were written by Mr. Gutzlaff; the old ones were selected

from some scores published at various times, by Morrison, Milne,

Collie, Kidd, Medhurst, and others. The harmony was by Mr.

Medhurst. Mr. Bridgman is preparing a brief history in Chinese

of America; embodying among its leading topics, the discovery,

situation, and extent of the country, and the character, manners,

customs, and various political, literary, religious, and benevolent in-

stitutions of the people. The work will be published by the Society

for the Diffusion of Useful Knowledge in China. Printing in Chinese

is now entirely transferred to Singapore. Since March 1834, no
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attempt at getting books printed at Canton has been made, and the

Chinese manifest great unwillingness to venture the risk of their

breaking the laws. Indeed block-printing may be regarded as im-

practicable in China at present.

The fact however is otherwise with printing by means of the

moveable types at Macao belonging to the East India Company; of

which Mr. Williams estimates the number of small types at 60,000,

and of large at 25,000—ail cut by hand on leaden blocks. The
Chinese appear to look upon the machinery of a press and type as

something foreign, with which they have no concern.

Mr. Williams has suffered no molestation in the printing of Mr.

Medhurst's Fuhkeen dictionary at Macao, a work of seven or eight

hundred pages, which he expected to complete early in the present

year.

The fifth volume of the Chinese Repository was completed in

April last. Of the fourth and fifth volumes one thousand copies

were printed. The work has exerted an important influence, and

the volumes which have been issued will be permanently valuable

for reference. The expense of paper and press work has not come
upon the Board. The Committee are of opinion that, so far as the

christian community is concerned, the Repository has accomplished

its principal object; and the present exigencies of the mission requir-

ing that those who have a knowledge of the Chinese language should

devote their whole time and strength to labors in that language,

Mr. Bridgman has been requested to withdraw from the editorial

responsibility of the work. Since the arrival of the press and up to

Sept. 1, 1836, there had been 1,478,000 pages printed at it

—

chiefly pages of the Repository.

The want of teachers who have a claim to literature even among
their own countrymen, added to the want of free communication

with respectable natives, is a serious obstacle to progress in the

language. Doct. Parker's medical practice has given him access

to a great variety of persons, but this very practice has unavoidably

made encroachments on the time due to study in the outset of his

missionary career. He has felt himself impelled by duty to the

course he has pursued. About 2,000 patients have attended at

the hospital since it was opened. The institution is supported by
the liberality of the foreign residents at Canton. Hospitals and dis-

pensaries, though excellent institutions and highly useful in some
of their relations to the cause, do not come within the range of

objects embraced by the Board as a missionary society, and there-

fore cannot be supported from its treasury in any part of the heathen

world.

The imperial edict, which was occasioned by the voyages up the

coast, have made it difficult to exert much direct religious influence

upon the Chinese at Canton, except in the hospital. A youth, who
had been arrested for aiding in the manufacture of foreign books,
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was detained in prison, and his liberation was uncertain. The num-
ber of spies and officers of government on the watch, makes it

somewhat dangerous for a Chinese even to receive a book from the

hands of the missionaries. The difficulty of operating upon the

Chinese within the bounds of the empire, imparts a greater interest

to the million of emigrant Chinese found elsewhere, who may be
freely approached, and many of whom are annually returning to

their homes in the different provinces. Doubtless the great wall of

separation will be overthrown as soon as the churches are actually

prepared to take possession of so large a territory for Christ, and
to instruct so numerous a people in the knowledge of his religion.

OCEANICA.

MISSION TO SINGAPORE.

Ira Tracy, James T. Dickinson, Matthew B. Hope, M. D., and Joseph S. Tra-
velli, Missionaries ; Alfred North, Printer; Mrs. Tracy, Mrs. Travelli, and Mrs.
North.—Stephen Tracy, M. D., Physician, and wife, temporarily stationed here.

One native Jielper.

(1 station ; 4 missionaries—one of them a physician, 1 physician, 1 printer, 3 fe-

male assistant missionaries, and 1 native helperj—total, 10.)

Singapore, Calcutta, Madras, Bombay, Smyrna, and perhaps a

few other great marts of commerce, must necessarily be, to some
extent, common ground to the different protestant missionary socie-

ties. They are the natural entrances to great fields of missionary

labor. In them printing on a large scale can be performed most
economically, and most advantageously. It is believed, indeed, that

claims should not be asserted by missionary societies to the exclu-

sive occupation of any large sea-ports, which will oblige other socie-

ties to transport by land their heavy printing apparatus and materials

to interior places, or to send them to places where the property will

be endangered, or the operations of the press restricted, from any

cause. The occupying of these places for printing establishments

should not be regarded as an encroachment of one society upon the

field of another. And the reasons, which make it proper for the

printing establishments of different missionary societies to be placed

in these marts of commerce, make it proper to connect with the

establishments whatever is necessary to render them in the highest

degree effective. Missionaries should reside there who are conver-

sant with the different languages in which books are to be printed,

and they should have the assistance of learned native helpers ; and

these missionaries and their helpers should be allowed to find such

employment among the inhabitants, as may be necessary to diver-

sify their employments ; give healthful exercise to their bodies and

minds ; acquaint them with the native character, manners, customs,
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and literature
;

perfect them in the native languages and dialects

;

and, in short, prepare them for their work as authors and editors,

and make them feel that they are usefully employed and laboring to

the best advantage. Of course, they should be permitted to have

schools, to preach to native congregations, and to perform all other

kinds of missionary labor within reasonable territorial bounds.

The reasons for regarding Singapore as common ground, are

more numerous than apply to either of the other places just mention-

ed. Chinese printing cannot be done in China ; nor is it certain

that printing on a large scale can be performed at present in Siam.

The climate, custom-house regulations, expenses of living, and the

policy of the Dutch colonial government, are strong objections to

Batavia. Singapore is a free port, and under British rule. Busi-

ness is done on principles and in a manner to which missionaries

from England and America are accustomed ; nor will they there be

subject to harrassing uncertainties, nor to time consuming delays.

There the property will be safe, and the presses i'vee.

Ordinarily the missionary seminaries of the Board should no doubt

be in the several countries where its missions are. It has been

thought that, for the present, south-eastern Asia furnishes an excep-

tion to this rule, and that a seminary for instruction in the Chinese,

Siamese, Rugis, and Malay languages should be reared at Singa-

pore. No permanent and expensive buildings are contemplated.

The seminary is designed to continue only till the several countries

are fully open for such institutions, and it is in a measure auxiliary

to the printing establishment. Our authors, editors, conductors of

the press, and native helpers, will need more labor than Singapore

can furnish ; especially as other societies will probably have printing

presses and missionaries there. Therefore,—and also because we
cannot well educate Chinese helpers elsewhere,—we connect an

educating establishment with our printing establishment at Singa-

pore. In the present circumstances of our missions in that part of

the world, both are necessary ; and as Singapore now is, and for

sometime will continue to be, the two institutions appear to be neces-

sary to the prosperity of each other in that place.

Messrs. Hope, Travelli, and Stephen Tracy arrived at Singapore

on the 17lh of December. They were twenty-two days on their

passage from Batavia. The voyage was made against the monsoon.
In the more favorable season it occupies but a few days. Passages

direct from the iJnited States to Singapore, can rarely be obtained.

The propitious winds, in proceeding from Batavia to Singapore, blow
in the months of June, July, August, and a part of September.

The printing establishment contains a set of matrices in Malay,
another in Bugis, another in Javanese, and a fourth in Siamese.
The last was made by Mr. Dyer, of the London Missionary Society,

from punches cut by him under the superintendence of Mr. Jones,

of the American Baptist mission in Siam. In Malay and Bugis
12
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there are good founts of type ; and a fount of metalic Chinese type

has been procured of Mr. Dyer, though on a somewhat limited scale

as to the number of characters, compared with the Chinese charac-

ters in existence, or with the East India Company's fount at Macao.
Mr. Dyer's types are larger than those of M. Pauthier mentioned

in the 26th Report, and therefore less adapted to ordinary printing
;

but they are more suited to the Chinese taste. The printing estab-

lishment at Singapore can easily be enlarged whenever it shall be

necessary.

Eleven Chinese block-cutters, a copyist, and eight or ten printers,

were employed during the past year. Blocks for the revised New
Testament were completed, and also for twelve tracts by Mr. Gutz-

laff, some of them large. The following report was made by Mr.
Tracy, under date of October 12th, of the tracts printed up to that

time. It does not embrace the whole amount of printing, and no

full report has been received. It would seem that the statement of

printing at Singapore, made in the last Report of the Board, from

some cause was not entirely correct.

Malay Tracts : composed by English missionaries, and re-printed in 1835.

The true God revealed in the Bible,

The Ten Commandments,
The Religion taught by the Bible,

Bugis Tracts : composed by Mr. Thomsen, and
re-printed in 1835.

The Ten Commandments, - «

Parables from the New Testament,

Chinese Tracts: the first five by Mr. Medhurst,

printed in 1835 and 6.

Machopo's (seamen's goddess) birth day,

Scangtey's (a famous god) do.

Offerings to the dead,

Festival of repairing the tombs,

New Year congratulations and advice,

Dialogue between two friends,

Sacred sleeve gem, -

On gambling, -

Sacred classic, *

Dialogues between two friends, 2d ed.,

The descent of Jesus into the world,

Holy instructions of Jesus,

Consolations of the true doctrines,

Doctrine of redemption,

Complete duty of man,
Precious instructions of Jesus,

Miracles of Jesus, -

On the use of Opium, -

Total, >.

Pages. Copies. Whole No. pages

16 1,000 16,000

28 1,500 42,000

16 1,500 24,000

24
12

1,500

1,500

36,000

28,000

8 11,000 88,000

6 5,000 30,000

8 5,000 40,000

8 10,000 80,000

8 5,000 40,000

43 14,700 632,100

53 2,000 106,000

15 9,000 135,000

32 6,500 208,000

43 5.000 21,500

24 3,700 88,300

22 3,700 81,400

87 4.000 348,000

70 1,000 71,000

33 3,000 99,000

37 1,000 37,000

26 1,000 26,000

2,963

619 100,563 2,277,800
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A number of tracts in Chinese printed for Mr. Gutzlaff, are not

mentioned ; nor is it known how many copies of the New Testa-

ment have been printed.

It is a painfully interesting inquiry, what proportion of the people

in these eastern countries and islands are able to read. There is

reason to apprehend that the proportion of readers is smaller than

has been supposed. There have been some particular investigations

with reference to this point among the Malays, Bugis, and Javanese

seamen visiting Singapore. The number of those who even pre-

tended to read, was found to be small, and of these only a small

proportion could read intelligibly. In twenty-five Malay prows con-

taining six hundred men from several neighboring countries, scarcely

one in eleven professed to be able to read ; two or three could read

tolerably, but none with ease. In two Java prows, containing twen-

ty-six men, no one could read. In sixty Bugis vessels, containing

fourteen hundred and fifteen men from Celebes and several other

Bugis countries, less than a sixth part pretended to read ; only one

in forty-four could ascertain the meaning of a tract without consid-

erable labor ; two or three read with ease. Fifteen of the sixty

captains of the prows did not know a letter. Very few readers are

found among the Malays and Bugis residing at Singapore. These
are the results of personal investigations by Mr. North. Mr. Arms
thinks there are scarcely any readers in Borneo.

With the Chinese it is different. " Yet," Mr. Dickinson says, " not

so different as seems to be supposed in America. Mr. Stevens, now
lying in my room sick of a fever, is of opinion that the proportion of

readers among the Chinese has been overrated. All others with

whom I have conversed on the subject, are of the same opinion.

The Chinese language (except in the Mandarin) differs from other

languages in this important respect, that the name given to a charac-

ter in reading, is not the same as the word or words used in the

spoken dialect to express the idea denoted by the character. So
that a person may read correctly, and even fluently, and yet not un-

derstand what he reads. The number of such readers is large, and

it is to be feared that they constitute the majority."

We should endeavor to know the actual condition of the heathen

world, and all that we have to do, instrumentally, to enlighten and

save it. Such investigations as these show more convincingly how
important is that feature in the system of operations pursued by the

Board, by which they aim to raise up in select schools and semina-

ries, a body of well educated native teachers in every country, who,

with the divine blessing, shall awaken a desire for education among
their countrymen. " The Ceylon system of preaching, schools,

seminary, and the labors of native helpers, all united,"—says one of

the members of the mission now under review,—" and all bearing

down with harmony and power upon the one great point towards

which all missionary plans, labors and prayers should tend, to wit,
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the conversion of the soul, has been my study until it has become
my admiration and delight. It is not merely the Ceylon system—it

is the New England system, the system of the puritans, the system

of common sense, simple, unpretending, yet thoroughly philosophi-

cal." The Committee would add, that it is no less scriptural to

teach people to read the word of God, than it is to circulate that

word.

Very great difficulties are to be surmounted before the Seminary

at Singapore comes into successful operation. The Malay and

Bugis inhabitants are bigoted Mohamedans, indifferent to the educa-

tion of their children, and fearful to trust them a long time with the

missionaries as boarding scholars, lest they should become Christians.

Only a small proportion of the Chinese inhabitants are married, the

children are few, and the parents indifferent and deceptive. In

Siam, all native-born subjects are forbidden by law to go out of the

kingdom. There have been about twenty pupils in the Chinese and

Malay departments. Until the parents shall contract to leave their

children in the school for a certain number of years, nothing effec-

tual can be accomplished. The members of the mission, however,

are gaining experience, and they look forward with increasing con-

viction of the necessity of the institution, and with confident expec-

tations of ultimate success through the divine blessing. Moreover
they occupy a position where they can study to good advantage

most of the languages spoken in the surrounding countries, and when
able, can translate the Scriptures into those languages, and prepare

other books in them. There, too, they can print in safety in every

language, and send forth books in any direction.

For the general views of the Committee relative to the formation

of mission seminaries among the heathen, the Board is referred to a

document placed in the Appendix.*

It has not been thought best to erect the chapels for public wor-

ship in Chinese.

Choe Hoo, the native Chinese convert admitted to the church,

continues to appear well.

Mr. Dickinson was expected to take Mr. Stevens's place on board

the brig Himmaleh, in her voyage among the islands. Mr. Wolfe,

the London Society's missionary at Singapore, was also to go; and

Mr. Lay, the agent of the British and Foreign Bible Society, had

come down in her from Canton, and was to make the voyage.

Two missionaries were to have embarked for this station in July,

but for the present embarrassments of the treasury.

The following remarks in a communication horn one of the mis-

sionaries, will conclude the notices of this mission.

" What is the true idea of a missionary ? What sort of a man should he be ? Should

he be a man of all work, or a man who brings his mind to bear with effect upon a few

*See Appendix.
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Brought forward, #61,031 55

Mahratta Mission.

Remittances, &c. to Bombay and Ahmednuggur,

Purchases for do.

Expenses of Mr. Ramsey, - -

Do. ofMrs. Garrett, -

Passage of Miss Farrar from Bombay,

11,679 00
441 25

200 87

225 00
300 00 12,346 12

Mission to South India.

Remittances, - -

Purchases, -

Outfit and expenses of Mr. and Mrs. Crane,
of Mr. and Mrs. Tracy,
of Mr. and Mrs. Cherry,

of Dr. and Mrs. Steele,

of Mr. and Mrs. Ward,
of Mr. and Mrs. Cope,
of Mr. and Mrs. Mussey,

Passage of the above named individuals to Madras,

Do. do.

Do. do.

Do. do.

Do. do.

Do. do.

Do. do.

3,120 25

781 48

229 73

287 35

417 80

478 08

482 50

487 42

547 91

3,360 00- -17,192 52

Remittances and drafts,

Purchases,

Expenses of Mr. Hall,

Ceylon Mission.

17,379 26

1,814 48

125 00- 19,318 74

Mission to Siam.

Remittances and drafts,

Purchases,

3,110 00

136 34- -3,246 34

Mission to China.

Remittances,

Purchases,

Expenses of Mr. Abeel,

1,962 99

103 46

1,113 25- -3,179 70

Mission to Singapore.

Remittances and draft,

Purchases, &c.
Outfit and expenses of Mr. and Mrs. Ball,

5,111 31

564 69

261 28- -5,937 28

Mission to Java.

Remittances and purchases,

Outfit and expenses of Mr. Thomson,
Do. do. of Mr. Waring,

5,305 56

763 46

750 00 6,819 02

Mission to Borneo.

Remittances, purchases, &c. 1,889 53

Carried forward, #131,460 80


