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have good reason to believe that had they possessed more definite information on the sub-

ject, they would not have adopted the resolutions above mentioned.
2. That it is and always will be the duty of the Prudential Committee, under the super-

intendence of the Board, faithfully to employ all the means furnished by the charities of

the community in providing- for the comfortable support of the missionaries and for the

enlargement and success of their operations.

3. That both as a right and a duty, it unquestionably belongs to the Prudential Com-
mittee under the supervision of the Board, to regulate the expenses of every mission and
of every missionary; that this principle is clearly implied in the standing rules of the

Board, and that the uniform practice has been in accordance with it, ever since the com-
mencement of our foreign missions; that the Board deem this principle of vital importance
in the prosecution of missions, and that it cannot be overlooked or neglected without opening
the door for great irregularities and embarrassments in their pecuniary concerns, and thus

forfeiting the confidence of the public.

4. That it is the indispensable duty of all the missionaries of the Board, to govern them-
selves, in regard to their expenditures, and all their proceedings as missionaries, according
to the directions of the Prudential Committee.

5. That, although in ordinary cases, it is altogether proper and a matter of course, that

the Prudential Committee should have free consultation with the missionaries in every
station before making important changes in relation to expenditures, or other subjects per-

taining to the conduct of missions; yet they have a perfect right, and are bound in duty to

make any changes at once, without such consultation, whenever the circumstances of the

case render it necessary.

INTERFERENCE OF DIFFERENT MISSIONARY SOCIETIES WITH EACH

OTHERS PROCEEDINGS.

A paper on this subject from the Prudential Committee was laid

before the Board by Dr. Anderson, which was read, and is as

follows:

—

On the 8th of May, the Prudential Committee voted to refer that part of a letter from the

London Missionary Society, dated February 7th, which relates to the interference of mis-
sionary societies with each other's operations, to the Board at its next meeting.

The portion of the letter referred to is as follows:

"The principle set forth in the extract from jour report is one which must commend
itself to all acquainted with the practical working of the apparatus of christian missions.

It is one on which, in harmony with kindred societies in this country, we have long acted;

and under its influence, as well as from considerations of a higher order, we rejoiced in the

arrival of your brethren at Canton, a station which we consider as important, chiefly on
account of its being, at present, the only allowed point of contact with China. Under
these impressions, also, we rejoice in the commencement of your labors at Madras; and
shall be glad to see them extended to the other presidencies of India. There is, in each of

these, and other stations of a similar character, ample scope for the operations of all; and,

on this ground, no inconvenience can be apprehended in carrying forward the several

operations of a regular mission.

"We have already adverted to our having acted on the principle of regarding certain

stations as common ground; and, in relation to other British societies, we have added
another principle, which we should be happy to extend to our co-operation with yourselves;

under the assurance that, if practicable, it cannot but prove agreeable and beneficial; viz..

when any section of the missionary field is occupied by one society, it is deemed highly

advantageous and suitable, that another society, contemplating operations in the same
section, should, in the first instance, communicate with the society already in the field.

The extension of the operations of all our missionary institutions, has, of late, required the

frequent application of this principle; and the results have been so eminently satisfactory,

that we are now engaged in revising regulations for its application to be sent to the brethren

abroad, connected with the several societies, among whom we hope the benefits resulting

will be equal to those which we have experienced at home."
The subject requires but little consideration to see that it is one of much practical im-

portance.

1. As many as six considerable christian denominations are now prosecuting missions

among the heathen; viz., the Congregational, Presbyterian, Lutheran, Methodist, Episco-

palian, and Moravian. Under some of these general classes are several denominational

distinctions and divisions, which are carried into the missions.

2. Not less than eighteen missionary societies are actually in the field, and the number
is increasing. Eight of these are British, five American, one French, and four are German.
But all, in whatever part of Christendom, have about equal facilities of access to every
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part of the great missionary field. Africa, Western Asia, India, China, and the islands of

Oceanica, are about equally accessible to the societies in America, Great Britain and con-

tinental Europe. Hence there is little in the relative positions of different parts of the hea-

then world to draw one society this way, and another that, and keep their operations dis-

tinct and apart.

3. In point of fact, many important fields are already each occupied by missionaries

from different denominations and missionary societies. We will instance several missions of

the Board, and will mention the societies in the order of time in which they commenced
their missions at the places named.
Cape Palmas in West Africa,—occupied by the American Board, the Methodist Society,

and the American Episcopal Board.
The Zulus of South Africa,—by the American Board and the Church of England Mis-

sionary Society.

The Peloponnesus in Greece,—by the American Board and the American Baptist

Board.
Attica,—by the American Board and the American Episcopal Board.
Constantinople,—by the American Board and the London Jews Society.

Bombay,—by the American Board, the Church of England Missionary Society, and the

Church of Scotland Missionary Society.

Jaffna, in Ceylon,—by the American Board, the Church of England Missionary Society,

and the Wesleyan Society.

Bankok, in Siam,—by the American Board and the American Baptist Board.
We do not mention Smyrna, Madras, Singapore and Canton, because such places, owing

to their situations and relations, must necessarily be common ground.

There are some remarkable cases of non-interference. Interesting as the Burman field

has long been, no society has interfered with our Baptist brethren there. None, except
tlie Papal church, has interfered with the mission of the American Board at the Sandwich
Islands. The same is true of Syria—for the mission of the London Jews Society is not an
interference, we having no mission to the Jews of Syria. It is true also of our mission to

the Armenians of Turkey, and of that to the Nestorians, and of that of the Church of Eng-
land Missionary Society's missions in Egypt and Abyssinia.

Another exception we quote from the London Missionary Register of the present year.

Says the editor of that work, who was for many years secretary of the Church
Missionary Society,—"We have not received any recent account of the pro-

ceedings of the Rev. C. T. E. Rhenius and his associates, except that they have offered

themselves under the London Missionary Society, the Directors of which, in the spirit of
equity and peace, have declined the offer, unless the missionaries will remove to a distance

from Tinnevelly." These missionaries were formerly connected with the Church Mis-
sionary Society, but were dismissed in consequence of some irregular proceedings, and
refused to yield the ground to the other missionaries of that society. The London Society
did not think it proper to employ them, unless they removed to another district than the

one they had occupied as agents of the Church Missionary Society. Our Board did, inad-
vertently, interfere with the London Missionary Society, some years since, when it sent a
mission to the Washington Islands; but on learning the fact, and that it was so regarded
by the London Society, instructions were sent to the missionaries to withdraw.
The London Society has informed us, in the letter just now quoted, that our plans and

operations at Singapore have put them to some inconvenience; but only because they had
not known our plans in season to modify their own to meet them. That society preceded
us at Singapore; and our going there at all is justified only in view of its being one of the

great marts of commerce, which, for the present, must be common ground. It now ap-
pears that it would have been well if there had been a previous correspondence between
the societies on the subject.

Excepting these two cases, we are not aware that the Board has ever commenced a mis-
sion, which was regarded, or could justly be regarded, as an interference with the

operations or published indentions of any missionary society, whether in this country or
Europe.

Finally. There is no necessity for such an interference. It may be avoided.
1. By each missionary society claiming no more territory, than it has a reasonable

prospect of occupying without a long delay; and undertaking no more work, than, with
the ordinary blessing of Heaten, it can do thoroughly.

2. By having certain of the great centres of human society and marts of commerce
regarded as common ground, where it is understood that missionaries of all societies may
reside and labor, set up printing presses, etc., etc., without any one feeling that there is an
improper encroachment upon the plans and labors of others. The London Missionary
Society suggests, however, that in these places, with a view to the comfort and harmony
of the brethren, a geographical division be attempted by the laborers under the different

societies, "that we ina}r
, if possible, avoid the inconveniences and evils insuperable from

[the different] parties seeking their scholars, congregations, etc., from the same families,

and furnishing, as the natives in India express it, two bazaars, by which they [i. e. the
natives,] are constantly temotcd to offer their attention first to one, and then to the other,

5
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causing much dissatisfaction and perplexity to the missionaries, without an}' substantial

benefit to themselves."
Having made the remarks just quoted, the London Society adds;—"the advantages of

some sectional division will, we are persuaded, be so evident to yourselves, as to secure

your hearty co-operation in effecting it, and with this view you will probably consider it

desirable that the buildings of the missions of each society should be in that division in

which their agents may respectively labor. These and other minor arrangements will,

however, be best adjusted by the brethren on the spot/'

3. The great marts of commerce being, for obvious reasons, conceded as common
ground, no other ground need be thus conceded, unless under very special circumstances
indeed. It is much to be desired that the different missionary societies would resolutely

decide to respect the territorial limits of each other's operations in heathen lands. The
temptation is strong, after a particular district has attracted notoriety from the efforts of

some one society, and is found, through the blessing of God, to yield an early harvest, to

rush into it from every quarter. The different religious denominations do not appear to be

by any means aware, that incomparably greater evils result from several of them operating,

under the influence of their denominational feelings, maxims and habits, in precisely the

same territory and on the same persons in heathen lands, than here at home; or else each
is urged recklessly onward by the belief, that the gospel which is to be preached to every
creature, is intrusted exclusively to itself. It will no doubt require strong principle to

resist the temptation just mentioned; but it will be a great point gained in the work of mis-

sions, when the territorial limits of the districts occupied by each evangelical missionary
society, are respected by the missionaries and members of all other missionary societies.

And surely, among missionary societies this may be done without a controversy, and even
without a congress.

4. The only other thing needful, is that suggested by the London Missionary Society, viz.,

"When any [large] section of the missionary field is occupied by one society, it shall be
deemed suitable that another society, contemplating operations in the same section, should,

in the first instance, communicate with the society already in the field."

The foregoing document having been referred to a committee con-

sisting of Rev. Dr. Codman, John Tappan, Esq. and Rev. Messrs.

C. Eddy, D. Crosby, and D. Abeel, a report was afterwards made by

them, recommending the adoption of the following resolutions; which
were adopted by the Board.

Resolved, That in the opinion of this Board the subject of non-interference in the plans

and operations of different missionary societies among the heathen, demands a serious con-
sideration by such societies, with a view if possible, to a mutual and satisfactory under-
standing, and that this Board instruct its Prudential Committee to direct special attention

to the subject and to correspond with such other societies as they may think proper, for the

purpose of securing so desirable an object.

Resolved, That this Board regard the principal centres of business and marts of com-
merce in the immediate neighborhood of great fields, which are receiving or demanding
missionary labor, as common ground, for the missionaries of different societies; and would
suggest the importance of mutual agreement, so far as it shall be possible among mission-

aries residing in such places, with regard to the territorial bounds of their labors.

Resolved, That this Board respectfully suggest and recommend, whenever a society has
a mission already in a district of country where another society contemplates operations,

that it be deemed suitable that the societies whose missionaries are already in the field, be
apprized of the fact, and consulted, before such operations are commenced.

MISSIONARY HOUSE.

Mr. Armstrong presented the following document from the Pru-
dential Committee relating to the Missionary House now erecting in

the city of Boston, for the accommodation of the business of the

Board; which was read and committed to Hon. Messrs. Marsh and
Cutter, Orrin Day, Esq. Rev. S. Holmes, and Henry Hill, Esq.

It has been stated in the Report that the Committee have purchased a lot, and com-
menced the erection of a building for the permanent accommodation of the business of the

Board in the city of Boston.
This lot is at the corner of Pemberton Place, fronting on Pemberton Square. The

house is thirty-one feet by fifty, and three stories in height, exclusive of the basement and
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read, was committed to Rev. Drs. Codman and Tappan, and Rev.
Messrs. J. W. Ellingwood, D. Magie, N. Adams, D. Fitz, C. Durfee,

E. White, and C. Eddy, and is as follows:

—

It is known to the Board, that for some years a change in the time of holding the monthly
concert of prayer for missions, has been gradually taking place. Pastors and churches, in

different parts of the country, finding it impossible, with ihe present amount of missionary
feeling, or, from their circumstances, highly inconvenient, to assemble the friends of the

cause for social prayer on the evening of the first Monday, have been led to appoint a
meeting for that purpose on the previous Sabbath evening. This change began, and has
continued almost to the present time, without any extensive concert among those who have
adopted it. It has been gradually increasing, until now it prevails in a large number of
•churches in some of our towns, and in every part of the country. Within the last twelve
months, it has been formerly recommended by several bodies, both missionary and eccle-

siastical, of different denominations, and in different parts of the country. Many of the friends

and patrons of the Board have desired to have an expression of its judgment in respect to

the change, Such an expression, if favorable to the change, might lead to its adoption by
the great body of churches which co-operate with the Board. If unfavorable, it might
check the growing tendency to change. In either case it would, it is thought, promote a
uniformity of practice. This is certainly desirable in a meeting for such a purpose.

The advantages proposed in the change are, a fuller attendance, and a more devotional

frame of mind on the part of those who love the cause of missions. To pastors, it is thought

to give a better opportunity to make careful preparation for it, and stronger motives to

render it interesting and useful, by bringing it into the routine of their Sabbath day minis-

trations, and by making a larger number of their people partakers of its benefits. If these

points are gained, the result will doubtless be more knowledge of missions in the christian

community, a wider and deeper interest in the cause, more prayer for the spread of the

gospel, and larger pecuniary contributions. That such have been its effects, to some ex-

tent at least, and temporarily, may, perhaps, be inferred from the fact, that few or none
who have made trial of the change, have returned to their former practice.

On the other hand, there is danger lest the meeting, when it has been taken into the

regular services of the Sabbath, may gradually lose its distinct missionary character. Its

great catholic object and spirit may give place more frequently to local and temporary in-

terests, and to the lively emotions awakened by them. And at the close of the Sabbath,

the exhausting labors of the pulpit, the bible class, and the Sabbath school, pastors, and the

most active and zealous members of their churches, may often be so much fatigued as to

render the meeting less lively and interesting, than if it were held on Monday evening.

The subject is submitted to the Board as one entitled, by its importance, and the position

in which it now stands, to their serious consideration.

The report of the Committee on this subject is given below.

Although, in the opinion of your committee, it is exceedingly desirable that meetings for

prayer for the conversion of the world should, as far as possible, be held simultaneously,

yet, as there is at present such a difference of opinion existing, not only in the minds of
your committee, but it is believed in those of the Board, and of the religious community
with which the Board is connected, as to the time of holding the monthly concert, whether
on the first Monday in the month, or the Sabbath evening preceding; and as public opinion

appears to be directed to the subject, which will, probably, before long settle the question,

without any direct agency or interference of the Board, your committee recommend that the

Board at present take no action on the subject, but leave it to the consideration of the

churches, and of such ecclesiastical bodies as may think proper to give it their attention.

This report was adopted.

DETAINED MISSIONARIES.

Mr. Armstrong also presented a paper from the Prudential Committee
relative to missionaries already appointed to the foreign service, but

detained in this country on account of the deficiency of the funds.

The following is the document.

The attention of the Board is solicited to the situation of the appointed missionaries, and
the influence of their prolonged detention on the cause of missions at home and
abroad.
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The only missionaries who have gone out during the last year, have been sent under

peculiar circumstances, which seemed to make the duty of* the Committee very plain. The
condition and prospects of the Indians west of the Rocky Mountains, to whom a small

compan) was scut in March, indicated very clearly a crisis in their history, calling- for im-

mediate action in their behalf. If the gospel was ever to reach those tribes, it must be

promptly sent. The expense of sending missionaries to them, across the continent, is not

great. The opportunity occurs but once a year. There was reason to fear that a delay of

twelve months would be the occasion of irreparable injury to our destitute fellow men,
who. with tears of earnestness, were imploring our kind interposition.

The company which sailed in May last to Singapore is the santr which was on the point

of embarking twelve months before. With a single exception, their outfit had been ob-

tained, and their preparations completed then. Two of them had families dependent on

them, and had given up stations of usefulness, which yielded them a comfortable support,

to await the orders of the Committee. To send them out, seemed but simple justice to

them, and required but a small additional expense.

To all others, and to numerous applicants for appointment during the' year, the Com-
mittee have been compelled to say, when they have made the inquiry, "How soon may we
expect to be sent out?" we cannot inform you. We need not say how disheartening this

has been to those who proposed to offer themselves for the work, and how trying and pain-

ful to those already appointed. The loss often missionaries and one physician, who have
asked permission to retire from a work to which they had looked forward through years of
preparatorv toil, is but a part of the injury the cause of missions has sustained in this most
important and difficult department. The whole number of appointments during the year is

twenty-eight, of whom thirteen are ordained missionaries. The whole number withdrawal

from the work, in various ways, is twentj^-seven, of whom twelve are ordained missionaries,

and one is a physician. The whole number now under appointment is thirty-nine, of whom
twenty-nine are missionaries. The whole number reported at the last annual meeting was
forty-four, of whom thirty-four are missionaries, and one a physician. Some, who have
not yet asked for a dismission, are known to be wavering in their purpose, and waitingf

with much anxiety the action of the Board at its present meeting. If they are to be held

in suspense, and tried by delay another year, many of them, it is feared, will feel con-

strained to give up what has long been the cherished desire of their hearts.

In that case, there is little prospect that others will speedily come forward to fill their

places. The causes which discourage and turn aside young men, who have completed
their preparation for foreign missionary labors, bear with augmented force upon those who
are pursuing their studies with that object in view. They can hardly fail to insure an un-
favorable decision in such as have not yet settled the question of personal consecration to

the missionary work. The fact, that approved men, ready to depart, are not permitted to

go, takes off the edge of all appeals lo candidates for the ministry. And the officers and
agents of the Board are compelled, in the present state of the treasury, to give to its pecu-
niary wants the time and effort which are needed to look up and bring forward laborers.

If the Committee could now say, as they have formerly said, we are ready to send all

suitable men who are willing to go to the heathen, years might elapse ere the missionary
spirit in our colleges and theological seminaries would recover from the check it has re-

ceived. Prolonged delay in our work will be still more fatal to our hopes.

Nor are the discouraging influences of delay confined to those already appointed, or to

whom we look as future candidates. Each of these is the centre of a circle of friends.

All are connected with churches. In many ways they give tone to missionary feeling in

the community. When they are disheartened and retire, others sympathize with them.
Springs which would have flowed out to swell the tide of benevolence, if they had perse-
vered, are never opened. The hands of those who love the cause hang down, and their

knees wax feeble. Thus the evil spreads and multiplies, and perpetuates itself. It is true

of every department of the missionary work, that it cannot stand still. It must move
onward from strength to strength, or its course will be retrograde. If there are exceptions
to this rule they are temporary, and take place only in special emergencies. The pecu-
niary distress which came upon our country eighteen months ago, may have formed such
an emergency, rendering a temporary pause in our work safe and necessary. But pro-
longed delay is not the less to be dreaded, because it may have been wise for a season.
Of the missionaries who have been appointed, or who are known to be ready to offer, if

thero is a prospect of their going out, some are urgently needed as physicians or printers,

for the health and efficiency of our brethren already in the work. Some to supply the
places of those who have been removed by death, or have retired through failure of health.

Some to hold up the hands and share the burdens of such as are ready to sink under their

labors. Some, to form new stations by which the influence of old ones will be much en-
larged, and their usefulness increased. The mission to the Mahrattas, and that to Siam
has each long been earnest in its applications for a strong reinforcement. It has been
promised to each. A part of the men who are to form these reinforcements have been
under appointment nearly two years.—Hew much longer shall they be detained?

Tn considering this subject, it should be remembered that, until the restrictions which
have so crippled the missions of the Board in their means of doing good to the perishing
heathen are removed, it will be worse than useless to send additional laborers to most of
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year that has just closed have been, it is true, somewhat less

than those of the previous year. But the number of contributors

has greatly increased, and the spirit of self-denial has risen, it is be-

lieved, in an equal ratio. If so, no doubt the spirit of prayer for

missions has kept pace with it. These are the surest earthly pledges

of growing success in the work. With this confidence, the Com-
mittee look forward with lively hopes. The returning temporal

prosperity of our country will bring with it, we trust, far more abun-

dant offerings to the treasury of the Lord. In their train will follow

iar richer blessings, poured out from on high, on the churches, and

on all our missions.

AID FROM OTHER SOCIETIES.

From our valuable helpers in the work of publishing the gospel to

an unevangelized world, the American Bible Society and the Amer-
ican Tract Society, we have received, during the year, the following

grants, viz:

—

American Bible Society, for mission to West Africa,

Mission to South Africa,

Mission to Syria,

Mahratta mission,

Madras mission,

Mission to Siam,
Sandwich Island mission,

American Tract Society, for Mission to West Africa,

Mission to South Africa,

Mission to Syria,

Madras mission,

Ceylon mission,

Singapore mission,

800 00
200 00

1,000 00

1,000 00

5,000 00

1,500 00

3,000 00-

200 00

300 00
500 00

3,000 00

500 00

500 00-

-12,000 00

-5,000 00

orctQU IDepartment

WEST AFRICA.

MISSION AT CAPE PALMAS.

Fair Hope.—John Leighton Wilson, Missionary ; Benjamin Van Rensselaer James,
Printer; Mrs. Wilson.—Three native helpers.

(1 station, 1 missionary, 1 printer, 1 female assistant missionary, and 3 native helpers;

—

total, 6.)

The death of Mr. and Mrs. White, though distressing to their

surviving associates, did not discourage them. But the Committee
fear it has had more effect than it should have done in this country.
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EASTERN ASIA.

MISSION TO SIAM.

Bankok.—Stephen Johnson, Charles Robinson and Samuel P. Robbins, Missionaries-

Dan B. Bradley, M. D., and Stephen Tracy, M. D., Physicians; and their wives.

(I station} 3 missionaries, 2 physicians, and 5 female assistant missionaries;—total, 10.)

Messrs. Robbins and Tracy proceeded to Siam, early in the

present year. The latter hoped to establish himself at Chantaboon.

Several missionaries are now waiting in this country for funds to

enable the Committee to send them to Siam. It is desirable that

they be enabled to embark early in the spring, lest the north-west

monsoon should detain them a number of months at Singapore.

The mission has two distinct departments of labor—the Siamese,

and the Chinese. Mr. Robinson's and Doct. Bradley's labors are

chiefly in the former; while those of Mr. Johnson are in the latter.

From January 1st, 1836 to February 5th, 1837, Mr. Johnson

distributed nearly 6,000 Chinese tracts. His congregation on the

Sabbath has varied from thirty to one hundred and fifty. The
number was larger at first, than after the curiosity of his neighbors

had been in some measure satisfied. The Chinese school had

twenty scholars at the close of the year 1836; in the spring of the

following year, it was said to be increasing in numbers, interest, and

influence. The scholars make a part of the congregation on the

sabbath. The general prevalence of gambling and opium-smoking
is a very serious hindrance to the gospel among the Chinese. Mr.
Johnson thinks the effects of opium to be worse in all respects than

that of alcoholic liquors.

At the commencement of last year the average attendance on the

Siamese preaching was seventy. Mr. Robinson soon after visited

Singapore with his family, with a view to the recovery of a child

from an obstinate disease, where he remained till the 9th of October.

Aboitf the same time Mr. Johnson repaired to an American ship

anchored at the mouth of the river for relief from a pulmonary

attack. In both instances health was regained. Mrs. Johnson was

ill at the end of the year. Under date of March 8th, 1837, Doct.

Bradley gives a very favorable opinion of the climate.

"Americans,'' he says, "have nothing particularly to fear from the climate of Ban-
kok. By the experiments which all the missionaries who have resided in this city and
all the foreign merchants from first to last, I am satisfied that Bankok deserves to rank

among the most salubrious places within the tropics. Ideopaihic fevers of almost every

name have scarcely a place here in the catalogue of diseases, either of natives or

foreigners. Acute and chronic affections of the liver, so destructive in other places, are

comparatively of rare occurrence in this city and country."

During Mr. Robinson's detention at Singapore, he translated the

Gospel of Mark arid the three Epistles of John into Siamese, and
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prepared two or three school books. Mr. North also commenced
the cutting of a new fount of Siamese type with a reduced size,

which would very much diminish the cost of printed books.

Patients still resorted in considerable numbers to Doct. Bradley,

and his labors in healing the sick were believed to have furthered

the cause of the gospel.

The following books were printed in Siamese.

Pages. Copies. Wlwle No. ofpages.

The church previous to the

Resurrection of Christ
)

16 3,800 60,800
Life of Christ, 164 3,800 623,200
Wonders of Sinai, - m 5 3,800 19,000

Attributes ofJehovah, 60

245

1,900 114,000

Total, 13,300 817,000

No objection to the press has been made by the government, and

the people appear to be eager to receive books.

The report on this mission will close with an extract of a letter

from Doct. Bradley dated October 19, 1837.

"In the pressure of eares, while writing1 the above, I have omitted to mention in its

proper place, that a manifest change in the spirit of inquiry among the Siamese has

taken place within the last six months. The inquiring indicate far more knowledge of

gospel truths than formerly. Now it is quite common for individuals who have before

received our books to return to us and rehearse much of their contents and make many
critical inquiries concerning facts and doctrines which they contain. This was a very

rare, if not unheard of thing, even one year ago. Several inquirers have seemed to

stand on the threshold of the kingdom. Some have even requested baptism, but were
put off from a fear that they were not really penitent. It is very encouraging to wit-

ness the rapid advances which those connected with our several families are making in

the acquisition of biblical knowledge. They exhibit an aptitude to learn, fully equal to

any of the children and youth of the Sabbath schools which we have been accustomed
to attend in America. We aim and pray and labor to make our families fountains of

salvation, from which shall issue streams that shall make glad this people. And we
have a strong confidence that God will indeed make them such. Never before have we
had so much to call forth our ardent prayers and untiring efforts in the blessed work as

now: and there is reason to hope and believe that God is pouring out upon us a spirit

of faith and prayer, which he will be pleased to answer by the display of his mighty
power and matchless love in the deliverance of his chosen people from among the

Siamese, where now they sit bowed down in chains of the blackest darkness."

MISSION TO CHINA.

Canton.—Elijah C. Bridgman and Peter Parker, M. D., Missionaries.

Macao.—S. Wells Williams, Printer.

David Abeel, Missionary, on a visit, on account of ill health, to this country.

(2 stations; 3 missionaries—one of them a physician, and 1 printer;—total, 4.)

Macao might perhaps have been numbered among the stations of

the Board since 1835. The Committee expect soon to place an
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from the beginning to the close of that year, is said to have been
4,602,270 pages, or rather leaves, so far as Chinese printing is con-

cerned, the leaf of the Chinese paper being printed only on one side.

A complete copy of the revised Chinese New Testament, printed at

Singapore, has been received by the Committee. In the summer of

last year an edition of this New Testament was preparing in the style

of some of the Chinese classics, "a diamond pocket edition," as they

phrase it. It will be small, convenient, and beautiful, and may be

circulated where books of a larger size could not.

The Malay school has been suspended. The Chinese school,

which is viewed with much interest by the mission as the probable

commencement of the future seminary, contained nineteen boys in

September last. They are boarding scholars.

The intended voyage of the "Himmuleh" among the islands of the

Archipelago, and the death of Mr. Stevens after the arrival of the

vessel at Singapore, were mentioned in the last Report. Mr. Dick-

inson took the place of Mr. Stevens. The vessel sailed from Singa-

pore on the 30th of January, and returned to that port on the 22d
of June. Sixty-six of the one hundred and forty-four days were

spent on land; to wit, twenty-four at Makassar; two at Bontain, a

small Dutch settlement on the south coast of Celebes, sixty miles

from Makassar; ten at Ternati; six at Samboangan, on the island of

Mindanao; and twenty-four at Borneo proper. For the more im-

portant results of Mr. Dickinson's inquiries, the Board is referred to

the extracts from his valuable journal, which have appeared in the

current volume of the Missionary Herald. Mr. Wolfe, the London
Society's missionary at Singapore, who entered upon the voyage with

the hope of recovering his health by that means, died after they had

been absent about three months. Doct. Hope thinks the climate of

Singapore, though delightful to the feelings and favorable to most

constitutions, is unfavorable to consumptive persons; and attributes

the fact to the dampness in connection with the wind which constant-

ly prevails.

MISSION TO BORNEO.

Elihu Doty, Jacob Ennis, Elbert Nevius, William Youngblood, Frederic B. Thomson
and William J. Pohlman, Missionaries, and their wives; Miss Azuba C. Condit, Teacher.

(6 missionaries, and 7 female assistant missionaries;—total, 13.

This has hitherto been called the "Mission to Java"—because it

must have some name, and the missionaries were residing on that

island, and not because its permanent location was expected to be

there. The committee have not heard of the actual removal of the

missionaries to Borneo; but it is known that the government of Neth-

erlands India have given them permission to go there, and has re-

fused permission to settle any where else, and the Committee has

instructed them to occupy the field on the western coast of Borneo,
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lately occupied in part by Messrs. Arms and Robbins. Mr. Arms has

returned to the United States, and in consequence of the state of his

health, has asked and received a dismission from the service of the

Board. Mr. Robbins has proceeded to Siam, as has been already

stated.

Messrs. Thompson and Pohlman embarked on the 25th of May,
with their wives, in the Albion at New York.

The remarkable delay of the Dutch government to answer the

petition of our brethren for permission to explore eastward of Batavia

and Java, was mentioned in the last Report. The answer was not

received till September, a period of seven months. This extraor-

dinary delay involved the missionaries and the Committee in no small

perplexity and expense. The reply was in some respects more try-

ing than the delay. The only thing asked by the brethren in their

petition was, that two of their number might have liberty to travel

and explore. The reply overlooked this point, and decided at once

upon the point of location and settlement. It prohibited the two who
had been named as the explorers, from establishing themselves as

missionaries upon either Java, Celebes, or the Moluccas, and at the

same time gave them permission to proceed to the island of Borneo,

and there prosecute their labors among the heathen. Permission

was immediately requested for the other two brethren to do the same.

An affirmative answer to this petition was also delayed a number of

months.

In August of the last year, the government of Netherlands India

adopted the following resolutions.

"1. That no missionary from any foreign country shall be permitted to establish him-

self any where in Netherlands India, excepting- on the island of Borneo, this permission

to be granted only to Netherlands missionaries under restrictions hereafter to be made.
"2. Each foreign missionary, who may apply for admission to the island of Borneo,

shall be obliged to remain at Batavia for one year before such admission can be ob-

tained, to the end that the government may have the opportunity of becoming acquainted

with his character and conduct, and to make the necessary inquiries regarding his

knowledge of the language, morals, and customs of the people among whom he wishes

to be established.

"3. No missionary shall proceed to Borneo, without having previously, under oath,

or in some other solemn manner, bound himself before the Resident of Batavia, that he

will always refrain from instructing the natives in such a manner as to weaken the pas-

sive obedience required by the authorities placed over them, and that this declaration

shall be afterwards sent to the government.
"4. The local authorities at the dependencies to be made acquainted with these reso-

lutions, and required to make the stipulations and restrictions they contain known to such

missionaries as may be established within their jurisdiction, with a request that they will

inform the societies under whose auspices they come out, to the end that each new mis-

sionary may know to what he will have to conform. Said local authorities to be further

required to acquaint the missionaries arriving among them with the difficulties and dan-
gers with which they will have to contend during their missions, and further to keep a
watchful eye upon their conduct, with a view to preventing the injurious consequences
of improper measures.

"5. The authorities on the west, and south, and east coasts of Borneo are to receive

an extract of these resolutions, and to be required to advise the government what pro-

gress the missionaries have made there, and to give their opinion whether or not it is

advisable that more should be admitted."
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Brought forward, #16,459 79 #57,181 01
Expenses of Mrs. Garrett and children, - 205 00

Do. of Mrs. Sampson and children, - - - 160 08 16,824 87

Madras 31ission

Remittances, -------- 3,245 00
Purchases, &c, -

.
- - - - - 2,478 48 5,723 48

Madura Mission.

Remittances, drafts and purchases, - 12,843 91

Ceylon Mission.

Remittances and drafts, ..... 23,770 39
Purchases, &c, 2,407 27 26,177 66

Mission to Siam.

Remittances, - - - - - - 1,849 50
Purchases, - 944 42 2,793 92

Mission to China.

/

Remittances, ...... 4,433 01

Purchases, - - - - - - - 46 01

Expenses of Mr. Abeel, 123 00 4,602 02

Mission to Singapore.

Remittances, - - - - - . - 6,930 00
Purchases, &c, ...... 228 21

Balance of outfit of Mr. and Mrs. Ball, - - - 79 74
Outfit of Mr. and Mrs. Wood, .... 8047 7,31842

Mission to Java.

Remittances, ---.--- 5,860 00
Purchases, &c, ...... 122 33
Balance of outfit of Mr. and Mrs. Thomson, - - - 107 50
Outfit of Mr. and Mrs. Pohlman, .- - - - 194 56 6,284 39

Mission to Borneo.

Expenses of Mr. Arms and Mr, Robbins, - - 1,238 57

Mission to the Sandwich Islands.

Remittances and drafts, ----- 30,727 95
Purchases, &c, ...,-. 9,37809
Grant to Mrs. Shepard and family, ... 100 00
Do. to Mrs. Loomis and family, - - - 100 00
Do. to Mr. Ruggles and family, - - - 150 00
Do. to Mr. Goodrich and family, - - - 200 00

Expenses of Mr. Richards and family, and various purchases made
by him, .....-- 432 32

Passage of Mr. and Mrs. Richards and two natives to Honolulu, 675 00

Carried forward, #41,763 36 #140,988 25


