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MISSION TO CHINA.

Sivcarors, for the present.—Rev. Robert W, Orr, and his wife.

In December, 1837, the Rev. John A. Mitchell and the Rev.
Robert W. Orr, and Mrs. Orr, sailed from New York, and reach-
ed Singapore in safety in April, 1838. The health of Mr. Mitch-
ell failed so much on the voyage that when he landed at Singa-
Eore there was little hope that he would long survive. When

e left this country, he was laboring under what was considered
a severe cold : but which on the voyage developed itself as a con-
firmed consumption. During the summer and autumn he con-
tinued gradually to decline. Throughout his protracted illness
he was enabled to repose entire confidence in the Redeemer, and
to evince great resignation and patience ; and his last hours were
eminently peaceful. On the 2nd of October, he was removed, as
we trust, to a better world.

During August and September, agreeably to the instructions
of the Executive Committee, Mr. Orr and Mr. Mitchell visited
Malacca, Penang, and Wellesley. The report made by Mr. Orr
contains full and detailed information in relation to the mission-
ary cause in these places. About the end of October he expect-
ed to leave Singapore, to make a similar examination of Siam,
and to be absent for three months.

The manufacture at Paris of the matrices for the Chinese me-
tal type is still going forward. They will be ready by the timea
press is needed for this mission.

This great field loses none of its interest or its importance by
the additional light, which from time to time is derived from the
laborers already there. Some misconception, it is true, has exist-
ed in relation to the openings for the benefit of the Chinese peo-
ple; it is, therefore, the more desirable that the true state of the
case be known. [f difficulties exist, the churches ought to know
them, that their efforts and their prayers may be appropriately di-
rected for their removal. If there be facilities and openings of
Divine Providence favorable to the introduction of the Gospel,
these ougbt also to be known for the encouragement of the church-
es, and for placing in a clearer light their duty to these benighted
millions of the human family.

Excepting at Canton and Macao, China is closed at present

inst the settlement or residence of missionaries within the
limits of the empire. At these two places only are any foreign-
ers permitted to reside; and although there are missionaries at
both those cities, they are subjected to restrictions which almost
prevent them ffom engaging in missionary labor. At Canton
there is a small school of boys, but there is no regular distribu-
tion of the Scriptures or of religious tracts, nor is there any public
Chinese service. At Macao ther63 is a Boarding school oty twenty



