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semblance, though they are less intelligentand enterprising. The two

tribes are not at present on very good terms; and a mission sent to

each would prevent jealousy, and mightbe themeans of uniting them

in friendly intercourse, and thus present a most extensive field of mis

sionary labor on the coast, and commanding a vast country in the in

terior. At both or either of these large tribes the way is fully open .

So anxious were they for missionaries to reside among them , that they

were quite unwilling the brethren should leave them ; and when they

found that they must go, they insisted on sending some of their head

men with them to insure their return .

Owing to the wars in which during the last year the Colony of Li

beria was engaged , and the rumors of other wars, themission school

at Green has been broken up, and the boys with one exception have

returned to their friends. One of them , a young man of about seven

teen years ofage, is a native prince, and about a year ago was made

king of a small tribe of the Bassas. He is hopefully pious, and has an

ardent desire to obtain education , that he may be of service to his

countrymen . He accompanied the brethren on their tours of exami

nation , and as but a small sum was charged for his passage, he came

with them to this country . He is now under a course of instruction

in favorable circumstances, along with two other promising young

men , liberated and sent from the south , and principally supported by

the benevolence and christian kindness of their late master.

Mr. James C . Fooy , a graduate of Oakland College, is ready to em

bark for Africa in the first vessel that sails. He has been appointed as

a teacher in theMississippi Colony. Heis under the patronage of the

society of Inquiry of Oakland College, auxiliary to the Board , and

his entire expenses will be met by the benevolent and spirited exer

tions of the young brethren composing that society. Mr. Titler re

inains for the presentat Bassa Cove,without expense to the Board .

MISSION TO THE CHINESE .

Rev.Robert W . Orr,Rev. Thomas L .McBryde,and theirwives. Eton Apping,
native assistant.

As there is in Siam a large Chinese population , Mr. Orr was in

structed to visit that country before the stations for this mission were

finally designated. In conipany with Dr. Bradley of the American

Board, he visited various places at a distance from Bankok . They

found a numerous population, and many large townsand clusters of

villages, affording eligible positions for mission stations, both for the

Siamese and the emigants from China. Hitherto themissionaries in

Siam have received the protection of the government, and have been

permitted freely to pursue their appropriate labors. In soine cases

they have been received with marks of kindness. When Mr. Orr

was presented to the Pra Klang, or chiefofficer ander the king,he ex

pressed great satisfaction that another American had come to Siam .

Still it is not known whether missionaries will be permitted to reside

out of Bankok . This is a question ofmuch interest to the missionary
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work in Siam . Prudence and discretion will be required, and the re

sult can only be known after the trial has been made. The want of

certainty on this subject ought not to prevent the Church from send

ing her messengers with the words oflife to this benighted people .

After receiving Mr. Orr's report, it was decided to have one station

of the mission to the Chinese at Singapore, and another in Siam , at

such place as in the providence of God might be found most suitable .

During the last year Mr. Orr was principally engaged in learning

the Chinese language, in the Tao -Chu dialect. For several months

he suffered so severely with inflammatory rheumatism , as well as dis

ease of the liver, that he was obliged to leave Singapore for a season ,

and repair to the Neilgherry hills in India . His expectation is to re

turn to Singapore not later than December next. Before he set out,

he was encouraged by the hopeful conversion of his Chinese teacher,

who was baptized and joined in commemorating the dying love of the

Saviour. He accompanied Mr. Orr, and will remain with him till

his return, so that every opportunity of learning the language will be

continued, and the charge for their passage will be the only increased

expense of their removal to the Neilgherry hills.

On the 6th of March the Rev . Thomas L . McBryde and his wife,

sailed from the United States to join the statiou at Singapore. There

is also ready to sail by the first vessel, a native of China, who for the

last four years has been under a course of instruction in this country ,

during the greater part of that time under the care of christian friends

at Steubenville , Ohio . As a memberof the church he has sustained a

consistent character, his opportunities for improvementhave been good,

and his services in the mission will, we trust,be useful. It is cause of

thanksgiving and gratitude to God , that two qualified native assistants

are prepared to join in the labors of this importantmission .

Two thousand twohundred and seventy - six matrices for the Chinese

metal type have been received from Paris, and others are in the progress

of execution . An examination of these shows,thatby their combination

with each other, they will form 12,658 characters. It is now ascertained

that a much less number than the nine thousand originally contempla

ted will be sufficient for all practical purposes ; and examinations are

in progress to ascertain definitely the number that will be required . A

printer is now greatly wanted for the Chinese mission . More than

two years ago one was engaged for this service ; but after various de

lays he has now , as he believes, been providentially prevented from

fulfilling his engagement.

The excitement and commotion, growing out of the efforts of the

Chinese government to break up the illicit trade in opium , have been

injurious to missionary operations. Should the Emperor succeed in

putting down this nefarious traffic, every benevolentheart will rejoice .

It requires time for the Chinese to distinguish between those foreign

ers who come to do them good, and those who for the sake of gain

come to them with the seeds of misery and death . Hence this des

structive trade has been one of the greatest barriers to the introduc

tion of the gospel among this numerous people . It may be that the
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providence ofGod will bring good out of the evil ; and that thewrath

ofman in this instance, as in many others, will be made to praise him .

MISSION TO SIAM .

Rev . William P . Buell, and his wife.

When the report of Mr. Orr's visit to Siam was received, and it

was decided to have a new station for the Chinese mission in Siam ,

the claims of the Siamese population werebrought strongly to the no

tice of the Committee. As the Chinese and Siamese often dwell in ad

joiningneighborhoods,missionaries to each people may reside together,

and thus be enabled to sustain and encourage each other . In view of

the wants of this people, especially in the interior, where in some

places Messrs . Orr and Bradley were the first missionaries they had

ever seen , it was decided , as God in his providence should open the

door, to send missionaries to the Siamese also.

Mr. Buell sailed in March, in the same vessel with Mr.McBryde.

A physician had been accepted for the Siamese mission . He was

providentially prevented from sailing with these brethren, but will soon

be ready to follow them .

MISSION TO TEXAS.

Rev. William C . Blair, and Mrs. Blair. Rev . Daniel Baker.

Mr. Blair will occupy a station on the south -western part of the

republic , and make himself acquainted with the Spanish language, in

which he has already made considerable progress. He will be in the

neighborhood of the Mexican States, and will be ready to avail him

self of such opportunities asmay offer for sending among them the

knowledge of the truth . Hecommenced a station in Victoria , and

has since returned and taken his family there. This station is one of

much promise at present, and if experience confirms its usefulness, it

can be made permanent, and receive such enlargement as the wants

of that destitute region may require.

Mr. Baker was appointed for six months as a missionary agent in

Texas, and reached Galveston in February. His mission embraced

specific objects, which it is expected will be accomplished when the

time for which he was appointed expires.

ADDITIONAL MISSIONS.

In the present state of the missionary cause amongst us, and when

so many of the existing missions need to be strengthened and enlarg

ed , it seems scarcely necessary to mention other fields of labor. In

the last Report a number of important points were mentioned , which

are still unoccupied. Among these are themission to France, and the

mission to the Jews. The most of the present missions of the Board

lie within the tropics, and the want of stations in the temperate zones,
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prevents someof ourmost qualified men from engaging in this service,

because their constitutions will not bear a hot climate. To meet this

difficulty, which , were the Church fully engaged in the cause, would

be a very serious one, the Committee have looked to the natives of

Australia and New Zealand . No heathen people have more need of

the gospel. To them it would emphatically be the promise of this

life, and that which is to come.

MISSION HOUSE.

Before the Semi-Centenary celebration , the committee issued a Cir

cular, stating the necessity that existed for better accommodations for

the transaction of the business in the Mission Rooms; thereby afford

ing the opportunity to such churches and individuals as chose to de.

vote their thank -offerings for that purpose. Owing to the commer

cialembarrassments, especially in the cities, and the necessity for funds

for the general purposes of the Board , no measures other than issuing

the circular were adopted. A few churches and individuals respond

ed to the call ; among the latterwere two subscriptions of one thousand

dollars each . Two thousand and six hundred dollars have been re

ceived for this object, and notice has been received of four thousand

dollarsmore, to be paid in a short time. The Committee contemplate

the purchase of a suitable lot; and although the building itself can

not be undertaken till larger funds are afforded , they consider this de

sirable object as only postponed till the times aremore favorable.

CONCLUDING REMARKS.

It will be seen by the foregoing Report that the Board havemissions

to the heathen established or commenced in five different countries,

besides the mission to Texas. Taking into the estimate for the sup

port of these missions the expense of four printing presses, three in

India , and one in Singapore, — the support of the boarding and other

schools now existing, — the gradual providing of buildings, — the sup

port of native assistants, translations, & c ., the annual sum required

will be at least sixty thousand dollars, besides the expense of the office

and agencies athome. This estimate includes the expense of the

three brethren to India, now ready to go, two for Africa, and three for

China and Siam . It is the lowest sum at which these missions can be

sustained . If means were furnished to add twenty five per cent. to

this estimate , so that seventy five thousand dollars could be applied

to these missions, their strength and usefulness would be much in

creased. With the sum here stated they have not themeans of that

efficiency that is desirable.

These statements lead to some considerations of vital importance to

the Foreign Missionary Enterprise of the Presbyterian Church

1. If the receipts be continued at the sums received for the last two

years, no reduction that can be made in the expense of the missions

abroad will be sufficient, and some of the missionaries now laboring

among the perishing heathen must be brought home.
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equal to only ten lae coming year, a, with theand, in many respects equally important mission to Siam , with the

enlargement mentioned, will require for the coming year, a contribu

tion from the church , equal to only ten cents from each member in

her communion .

Themission to Africa in importance and interest is second to no

other. The present state of this benighted land has been noticed .

The opening prospects for a mission there have already cheered many

a pious heart. The examination has been made, the field of labor

designated , the missionaries ready to go . Shall Africa stretch out

herhand in vain ? Shall her earnest appeals for help be disregarded ?

Shall a benighted heathen ruler offer to give up a whole village that

hemay have Christian instruction forhis people , and will the churches

refuse to hear such pressing calls of Divine Providence.

The great object of the Executive Committee in this report, is to

place all the facts and circumstances of the whole enterprise before

the churches, leaving them to decide the question of duty. In some

aspects of this great cause the adorable head of the church ,has, in a

remarkable manner, owned the feeble efforts of his people . The deal

ings of his providence with every mission under the care of the Board

have been encouraging. At home also it is an evidence that God is

amongst us for our good , that qualified laborers in sufficient numbers

offer themselves for this service. By his grace and the influence of

the Holy Spirit, the greatest and most painful sacrifices are freely of

fered . What is gold or silver when compared with a beloved son or

daughter ? Yetwe have fathers and mothers who freely part with

those dear to them ' as their own souls, because the Lord has need of

them , and the dying heathen are perishing for the bread of life. But

however encouraging these things may be, and whatever be thenum

ber of qualified laborers devoting themselves to this service, unless

the means are afforded, unless the church generally wake up to her

duty and her privileges , the cause cannot go forward . In view of

all these considerations, the Presbyterian Church , is, in the providence

of God , placed in themost solemn circumstances. In the present state

of missionary feeling, the question recurs and must be met and deci

ded — which of these fields of missionary labor, shall be first given up

to the grand enemy of God and man ?

From all the Churches under the care of the General Assembly , ex

cepting those in the bounds of the Central and Southern Boards, less

than four hundred have contributed any thing to the funds of the

Board, during the last year. Wehave not the list of the churches

contributing to the two auxiliary Boards,but judging from the sums

received from them , the proportion is about the same. These are sad

truths, but they ought to be known. In one aspect they are truly dis

couraging. How painful to see so many churches standing all the

day idle, when the Lord himself commands them to work in his vine

yard . In another aspect there is ground for encouragement. If all

these churches were to engage in this sacred work , even to the extent

that the churches now sustaining the cause are engaged in it, what an

efficient instrumentality would at once be embodied in the Foreign



PECUNIARY ACCOUNTS.

Payments on account of the Board of Foreign Missions of the Presbyterian

Church, from May 1, 1839, to May 1, 1840.

Lodiana Mission , India .

Remittances and supplies, • . . - - - - 20,360 80

• Allahabad Mission, India.

16,643 17
Remittances and supplies , • -

Rev. John C . Rankin , outfit in par

« Joseph Owen,

« Wm . H . M 'Auley,

Serie
276 66

287 48

385 93 950950 07

Mission to China.

Remittances, supplies, & c .,

Passage of the Rev . Thomas L .McBryde and wife to

Singapore, · ·

Outfit, : : : 600 00
Expense , - - - 120 00

2 ,870 13

550 00

720 00 4 , 140 13

Outfit'
tfit,

-
.

-
. .

550 00
600 e

3,021 41

Mission to Siam .

Remittances, supplies, & c., . .. . 1,838 91
Passage of the Rev.Wm . Ø . Buell and wife to Singa

pore, - -

Expense, . - - 32 50 — 632 50

Mission to Africa .

Remittances, drafts, supplies, passages and expenses ofMessrs.Pin

ney, Canfield and Alward , - - - -

Mission to the lowa and Sac Indians.

Drafts and supplies, • • • • • • • • •

Mission to the Chippewa and Ottawa Indians.

Drafts and supplies, · · · · · · · - -

4,314 47

2 , 175 23

1,549 81


