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Another catechist remarks:

ૺI have the satisfaction of reporting to you the advantages to the people
from reading the tracts and Scriptures. Civilization advances in the *
trict of Jajina, though but slowly, through the light of the gospel. A great
many changes have taken place in their religious notions, since the mis
sionaries arrived. The word of God seems more and more to find accept
ance with the people. I often meet with the following question from many,
૶Why has God given such a bad mind to man º' This question stands firm
among the heathen when I speak of their sinful state, and of the necessity
to redeem them from their sins; but still many feel in their minds, and con
fess that they have sinned against their heavenly master. I am very glad
to state, that almost all, even the Brahmins, do feel the Christian religion to
be the only religion which will lead men right, and that their religion will
never blot out their bad works.ૻ

MISSION TO SIAM.

BANG kok, (the seat of government,) two statioxs-Charles Robinson, Stephen
Johnson, Dan B. Bradley, M. D., Jesse Caswell, H. S. G. French, Asa Hemenway,
and Lyman B. Peet, Missionaries; Mrs. Robinson, Mrs. Bradley, Mrs. Caswell, Mrs.
French, Mrs. Hemenway, Mrs. Peet, and Miss Mary E. Pierce, Teacher.

In this country૲Mrs. M. H. N. Benham.

(2 stations; 7 missionaries and 7 female assistant missionaries;૱total, 14.)

Mr. Johnson, whose departure from Boston on his return to
Siam, was mentioned in the last Report, arrived about the middle
of May, 1841. Seven weeks after his arrival he was called to
mourn the death of Mrs. Johnson, who died on the 1st of July.
Although cut off before entering upon her work, she expressed
great satisfaction in having devoted herself to the cause of mis
Slons.
Mrs. Benham, widow of the late Rev. N. S. Benham, with the

advice of the mission, left Siam on the 21st of October, 1841, on
account of her health, and arrived in this country on the 23d of
May following.
A large proportion of the population of Siam is Chinese. These

are supposed to number not less than 500,000, and in the estima
tion of the mission present a field of labor perhaps even more
encouraging than the Siamese themselves. The labors of the mis
sionaries are divided between these two portions of the inhabitants.
The government of Siam, which is purely heathen, has thus

fa
r

manifested no opposition to the mission. On this subject th
e

missionaries say:

ૺNo other mission of the American Board, in its relation to the civil gov
ernment, occupies a position more critical and interesting than this. At the
era of its establishment, it was a matter of great uncertainty, whether the
preaching of the gospel would be tolerated in this kingdom. Those of us

who first came hither, had but little expectation of the press being allowed
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to operate here under some years. But hitherto God has watched over us
and suffered not one individual, from the king on his throne to the humblest
of his subjects, seriously to disturb us in our plans for evangelizing this
nation. Indeed in the eyes of the king himself, and in that of numbers of
the highest and most powerful of his princes and nobles, God has granted

us such a degree of favor, as we .."not reasonably have expected. We
apprehend they cannot now be ignorant of our wish to establish in their
dominions a system of religion the most diverse from their own, and which,
in case of it

s triumph, must demolish their splendid temples, o
r

convert
them to the worship o

f
the true God, abolish their numerous and powerful

priesthood, and change the entire aspect o
f society.ૻ

In the Siamese department, Mr. Robinson has translated the

books o
f Genesis, Daniel, and the Gospel o
f

Matthew. The
Gospels o

f Mark, Luke and John, the Acts o
f

the Apostles, the
Epistle to the Colossians, and the three Epistles o

f John, had been
previously translated. Only the Gospel o

f

Mark and the Acts o
f

the Apostles have a
s yet been printed. The mission has also

begun to print and put in circulation a series o
f juvenile tracts,

which they hope will b
e extensively useful among the Siamese

youth. These works, with the fourth part o
f

the Old Testament
history and the reprinting o

f

tracts already out o
f print, have

occupied the press during the year. The whole number o
f

octavo
pages and o

f tracts, and portions o
f scripture printed during the

past year, is 1,430,000; the whole number o
f pages from the

beginning, is 4,652,960.
Attempts have been made to establish boarding schools both for

Siamese and Chinese children ; but among the former with very

limited success. There are only three schools in connection with
the mission, which contain seventeen pupils, most o

f

whom are

Chinese. The prospect is favorable, that b
y

suitable efforts and
encouragement, any number o

f boys, equal to the resources o
f

the
mission, may b

e

collected into schools from the Chinese portion o
f

the population. Upon the comparative prospects o
f obtaining

scholars among the Siamese and the Chinese, Mr. Peet writes a
s

ſollows:

ૺThe wats o
r temples furnish another item in the civil relations o
f

the
Siamese which baſile the efforts o

f

missionaries laboring among them to a

great extent. These are institutions established and patronized b
y

the king
himself, for educating the male population and perpetuating the nationa
religion. The priests and the boys under their instruction are daily fed by
the people. The wats are visited regularly once a year b

y

his majesty, and
supplied by his munificence with cloth for the priests, money, and a

ll

other
necessary articles. Thus Siam is made to abound more with free schools
than any other people with which I am acquainted, and these schools are
accessible to the little boy, the youth, the man o

f

mature strength, and to

the aged sire. In view o
f

the above statements, you will readily see why

it is
,

that the members o
f

both missions belonging to that department, have

a
s yet utterly failed to establish a permanent school among the Siamese.

It has not been owing to a want o
f

effort o
r

zeal o
n

the part o
f

those con
cerned, but to the force o

f

circumstances.
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ૺWhat now are the facts respecting the Chinese? I trust you will excuse
me, if I here introduce the results of my own humble efiorts, since they are
referred to for the purpose of illustrating the main proposition. After de
voting my time pretty exclusively to the study of the Chinese language
and the distribution of tracts, for some ten months from the time of our
arrival here, I suggested to the brethren my desire to establish a Chinese
boarding school for boys, which met with their entire approbation. In less
than six weeks we had a school established containing from ten to twelve
scholars. The location was an out-house to a Chinese temple, as I had no
school room as yet connected with our premises. It was, however, under
stood, that I intended fitting a room under my house, and having a perma
Inent boarding school; but as yet the school was only a day school.ૻ

The missionaries have aimed to disseminate truth among the
people by the distribution of religious tracts and portions of scrip
ture. They have distributed during the year 26,788 copies.

The wats or temples already alluded to
,

afford a very favorable
opening fo

r

this kind o
f

labor. Mr. Caswell says, Oct. 1
,

1841:

ૺThe number o
f priests, including those o
f

both orders, residing a
t

the
wats in Bangkok and it

s suburbs, I think cannot b
e

less than 10,000. There
are two wats which, a

s my teacher says, have each 500 priests o
f

the high
est rank and a

s many o
f

the lower. The great body o
f

these priests are
young men. Indeed, if we should call a Siamese wat a seminary o

r uni
versity, perhaps a

s clear a
n

idea o
f

it
s

nature would b
e

imparted a
s b
y

any
description. These young men are expecting, after spending a few years

in the wats, to graduate and enter upon the active business o
f

life. A
t

resent they have little to do, and time often hangs heavily upon them. An
interesting story, if within their reach, will scarcely fail to b

e

read. The
fathers, too, and brothers o

f

the boys to whom these books are given, will
also read. The aged priests also, who are much reverenced b

y

a
ll

classes

o
f people, and who never visit the missionaries, will in this way b
e

reached.
There are none a

t

the wats who treat me with so much respect a
s

the aged
priests. And le

t
it b
e

noticed also that we reach these priests in a way least
calculated to excite their opposition, and with truth a

s well adapted to their

minds a
s any that could b
e presented to them.

ૺBy distributing books a
t

the wats we shall reach a large number o
f

the children o
f

the nobles and princes o
f

the kingdom. The wats seem to

be a kind o
f stepping stone to preferment. A
t

least it is thought necessary

that a
ll

noblemen's sons should g
o

through the two grades o
f

the priesthood

before they are qualified for office.ૻ

Writing again o
n

the 1st o
f April, Mr. Caswell describes other

facilities for the extensive distribution o
f

books and tracts, and his

somewhat novel method o
f operations:

ૺI have commenced systematic distribution o
f

tracts among the boats
that come from the country. I g

o

out in a small boat, sitting Turk fashion,

with a box o
f

books before me, having two men to manage the boat. I g
o

to some common resort o
f boats, and usually distribute from seventy-five to

a hundred books, to from twenty-five to thirty boats before returning. More
commonly but one tract is given to a person. The giving o

f
a tract is usu

ally accompanied with a few words o
f explanation, instruction o
r exhorta

tion; but the nature o
f

the work is such a
s

forbids any extended address,

even though my knowledge o
f

the language were such a
s
to admit o
f
it
.

ૺDuring the last month I have distributed a few tracts before sunrise
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Brought forward, $78,468 46

Mission to the Independent Nestorians.

Remittances and purchases, . - - - - -
Outfit and expenses of Mr. and Mrs. Laurie, - -
Passage of Mr. and Mrs. Laurie from Boston to Smyrna,

4,838 62
873 22
200 00૲5,911 84

Bombay and Ahmednuggur Missions.

Remittances, purchases, &c.,
Expenses of Mrs. Garrett, . . . . . .

Madras Mission.

Remittances, purchases, &c., - - - - - -

Madura Mission.

Remittances, purchases, &c., . - - - - -

Mission to Ceylon.

Remittances, drafts, &c., - - - - -
Outfit and expenses of Mr. & Mrs. Whittelsey,଄ ଄ ଄ Mr. and Mrs. Wyman, . .
-- ଄ ଄ of Mr. and Mrs. Smith, - -

Passage of Mr. Meigs, Mr. and Mrs. Whittelsey, Mr. and
Mrs. Wyman and Mr. and Mrs. Smith from Boston to
Colombo, . - - - - - - - - -

Expenses of Mr. Meigs and family, . - - - -
Passage of Miss Brown from Madras to New York, -
Passage of Mr. Hoisington and family from St. Helena to
New York, and expenses since their return to this coun
try, . . . . . . . . . .

Mission to Siam.

Remittances, purchases, &c., - - - -

Mission to China.

Remittances and purchases, - - - -
Outfit and expenses of Doct. and Mrs. Parker,

Mission to Singapore.

19,026 22
235 00૲19,261 22

- - - 2,135 19

22,134 53

211 88૲25,241 30

7,804 44

3,043 47
1,402 63૲4,446 10

Expenses of Mr. Travelli since his arrival in this country, 276 14
** Mr. Tracy in this country, including part of

passage, - - - - - - - - - - 67S 10
Expenses of Mr. Wood, since his arrival in this country, 162 00
Purchases, &c., . . - - - - - - 329 31 1,445 55

Carlied forward, $166,S4S 63


