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158 SIAM. [ Report,
Another catechist remarks :

“Thave the satisfuction of reporting to you the advantazes to the people
from reading the tracts and Scrptures.  Civilization advances in the dis-
trict of Jawsina, though but slowly, throuzh the licht of the gospel. A great
many chanves have taken place in their relicious notions, sice the mis-
sionaries arrived.  The word ot God seems more and more to find accept-
ance with the people. 1 often meet with the following question from many,
¢ Why hax God given such a bad mind toman  This question stands firm
amony the heathen when I speak ol their sintul state. and of the necessity
to redeem them from their sins @ bat still many feelin their minds. and cou-
fess that they have sinned arainst their heavenly master. T an very glad
to state, that almost all. even the Bralimins, do teel the Christian relicion o
be the only relizion which will lead men right, aud that their religion will
never blot out their bad works.”

MISSION TO SIAM.

Banckok. (the seat of government.) Two starions.—Charles Robinson. Stephen
Johnson. Dan B. Bradlev, M. D. Jesse Caswell. H. 8. G. French., A=a lHemenway,
and Lynman B Peet, Missionaries; Mrs. Robinzon. Mrs. Bradley, Mrs. Caswell, Mrs.
Frenely, Mrs. Hemenway, Mrs. Pect, and Miss Mary E. Dieree, Teachker.

In this country—NMrs. M. H. N. Benham.

(2 stations ; 7 missionaries and 7 female as<istant missionaries ;—total, 14.)

Mr. Johnson, whose departure from Boston on his return to
Siam, was mentioned in the last Report, arrived about the middle
of May, 1841. Seven wecks after his arrival he was called to
mourn the death of Mrs. Johnson, who died on the 1st of July.
Although cut off before entering upon her work, she expressed
great satisfaction in having devoted herself to the cause of mis-
sions.

Mrs. Benham, widow of the late Rev. N. S. Benham, with the
advice of the mission, left Siam on the 21st of October, 1841, on
account of her health, and arrived in this country on the 23d of
May following.

A large proportion of the population of Siam is Chinese. These
are supposed to number not less than 500,000, and in the estima-
tion of the mission present a field of labor perhaps even more
encouraging than the Siamese themselves. The labors of the mis-
sionaries are divided between these two portions of the inhabitants.

The government of Siam, which is purely heathen, has thus
far manifested no opposition to the mission. On this subject the
missionaries say :

“ No other mission of the American Board, in its relation to the civil gov-
emment, occupics a position more critical and interesting than this. At the
era of its establishment, it was a matter of great uncertainty, whether the
preaching of the gospel woulld be tolerated in this kingdom. Those of us
who fitst came hither, had but little expectation of the press being aliowed
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1842.] SIAM. 159

to operate here under some years. But hitherto God has watched over us
and suttered not one individual, from the king on his throne to the humblest
of his subjects, seriously to disturb us in our plans for evangeliving this
nation. Indeed in the eyes of the king himself, and in that of numbers of
the hishest and most powerful of his princes and nobles, God has granted
us such a degree of favor, as we could not reasonably have expected. We
apprehend they cannot now be ignorant of our wish to establish in their
dominions a system of religion the most diverse from their own, and which,
in case of its triumph, must demolish their splendid temples, or convert
them to the worship of the true God, abolish their numerous and powerful
priesthood, and change the entire aspect of society.”

In the Siamese department, Mr. Robinson has translated the
books of Genesis, Daniel, and the Gospel of Matthew. The
Gospels of Mark, Luke and John, the Acts of the Apostles, the
Epistle to the Colossians, and the three Epistles of John, had been
previously translated. Only the Gospel of Mark and the Acts of
the Apostles have as yet been printed. The mission has also
begun to print and put in circulation a series of juvenile tracts,
which they hope will be extensively useful among the Siamese
youth. These works, with the fourth part of the Old Testament
history and the reprinting of tracts already out of print, have
occupied the press during the year. The whole number of octavo
pages and of tracts, and portions of scripture printed during the
past year, is 1,430,000 ; the whole number of pages from the
beginning, is 4,652,960.

Attempts have been made to establish boarding schools both for
Siamese and Chinese children ; but among the former with very
limited success. There are only three schools in connection with
the mission, which contain seventeen pupils, most of whom are
Chinese. The prospect is favorable, that by suitable efforts and
encouragement, any number of boys, equal to the resources of the
mission, may be collected into schools from the Chinese portion of
the population. Upon the comparative prospects of obtaining
scholars among the Siamese and the Chinese, Mr. Peet writes as
follows :

“The wats or temples furnish another item in the civil relations of the
Siamese which batle the etlorts of missionaries laboring among them to a
great extent. These are institutions established and patronized by the king
himself, for educating the male population and perpetuating the national
religion. The priests and the boys under their instruction are daily fed by
the people. The wats are visited recularly once a year by his majesty, and
supplied by his munificence with cloth for the priests, money, and all other
necessary articles.  Thus Siam is made to abound more with free schools
than any other people with which I am acquainted, and these schools are
accessible to the little bov, the youth, the man of mature strenath, and to
the aged sire. In view of the above statements, you will readily see why
it is, that the members of both missions belonuin to that department, have
as yet utterly failed to establish a permanent school among the Siamese.
It has not been owinz to a want of effort or zeal on the part of those con-

cerned, but to the force of circumstances.
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160 SIAM. [Report,

“ What now are the facts respecting the Chinese? I trust you will excuse
me, if I here introduce the results of my own huinble etlorts, since they are
reterred to for the purpose of illuatrating the main proposition.  Atter de-
voting my tume pretty exclusively to the study of the Chinese language
and the distribution of tracts, for some ten months from the time of our
arrival here, 1 suvcested to the brethren my desire to establish a Chinese
boardiug schiool for boys, which met with their entire approbation.  In less
than six weeks we had a school established containing from ten to twelve
scholars.  The location was an out-house to a Chuinese temple, as I had no
school room as yet connected with our premises. It was, however, under-
stoad, that 1 intended titting a room under my house, and havi g a perma-
nent boarding school ; but us yet the school was only a day school.”

The missionarics have aimed to disseminate truth among the
people by the distribution of religious tracts and portions of scrip-
ture. They have distributed during the year 26,788 copies.

The wats or temples already alluded to, afford a very favorable
opening for this kind of labor. Mr. Caswell says, Oct. 1, 1841:

“The number of priests, including those of both orders, residing at the
wats in Bangkok and 1its suburbs; I think cannot be less than 10.000. There
are two wats which, as my teacher says, have each 500 priests of the high-
est rank and as many of the lower. The great body of these priests are
youne men.  Indeed, if we should call a Sitamese wat a seminary or ui-

versity, perhaps as clear an idea of its nature would be unparted as by any
deseription.  These young men are expecting, after spending a few years
in the wats, to graduate and enter upon the active business of life. At
present they have little to do, and time often hanws heavily upon them.  An
mteresting story, if within their reach, will scarcely fail ‘to be reud.  The
fathers, too, and brothers of the boys fo whom these books are given, will
also read.  The agzed priests also, who are much reverenced by all classes
of people, and who never visit the missionaries, will 1 this way be reached.
There are none at the wats who treat me with so inuch respect as the aged
priests. And let it be noticed also that we reach these priests in a way least
caleulated to exeite their opposition, and with truth as well adapted to their
minds as any that could be presented to them.

< By distnbuting books at the wats we shall reach a large number of
the children of the nobles and princes of the kingdom. The wats seem to
be a kind of stepping stone to prelerment. At least it is thought necessary
that all noblemen’s sons should go through the two grades of the priesthood
before they are qualitied tor oflice.”

Writing again on the 1st of April, Mr. Caswell describes other
facilities for the extensive distribution of books and tracts, and his
somewhat novel method of operations:

“T have commenced systematic distribution of tracts amone the boats
that come from the country. I go out in a small boat, sitting Turk fashion,
with a box of books before me, having two men to manage the boat. [ wo
to some common resort of boats, and usually distribute from seventy-five to
a hundred books, to from tw enty- -five to thirty boats before returmugz. More
commonly but one tract is ziven to a person.  The civing of a tract 1s usu-
ally accompanied with a few words of explanation, instruction or exhorta-
tion ; but the nature of the work is such as forbids any extended address,
even thoush my knowledyge of the language were such as to admit of it

“ During the last month I have distnibuted a few tracts belore sunrise
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1842.] SIAN. 161

nearly evmz‘ day. Mg main object in this mi ion is i
by rowing the boat. By going out every moming [ can, besides altaining
this object, supply those boats with tracts which stop near the mission
premises.

“ Boats coming from the country may be arranged in three classes:
1. Small junks, sometimes with one mast, but commonly with two. These
come from towns on the gulf, and contain from twelve to twenty-five
men. 2. Trading boats from inland towns. These, [ should judee, are
from thirty to thirty-five feet in length, and are covered with a wattling of
bamboo split fine, snuzly woven, and lined so as to shed rain. These boats
acem to be the property of the most substantial farmers of the country.
They commonly contain one family, sometimes two, with the produce
which they bring to sell. They are propelled by oars and setting poles.
3. A smaller class of boats, containing not families, but from two to four or
five men. These have come to Bangkok, not for trade, but to do what they
call ‘royal work” By law all males in Siam are required to labor every
fourth month for the king. This is equivalent to taxation in other countries.

“These three classes of boats afiord a most interesting and important
field of labor. Bg them the gospel may be conveyed to every part of the
kinzdom. Probably there is no other kinzdom on earth, as large as Siam,
where the people of all cl 80 lly visit the capitol. This field is
now open. I know of nothing to hinder the giving of tracts to any boat
visiting Bangkok. [ have distributed tracts before the palace of the prah
klang, before that of Chou-Fah, and before that of the king, and have never
met with the slightest opposition. There is not only no hindrance of a gov-
emmental nature ; there 1s none or next to none from the exercise of influ-
ence of any kind. In most countries the priests feel called upon to op{:
the introduction of a new relizion, and do actually constitute a strong
rier to the progress of the gospel. But here it is not so. There is no class
of people more importunate in begging for books than are the priests ; and
this too in public and on all occasions.

* During the months of Febru and March, I have distributed 1,209
tracts to 349 boats which came from abroad, besides more than 200 to
b;xm bslonging in Bangkok. These 349 boats were from forty-six ditferent
places. .

Mr. Robinson has held religious exercises on the Sabbath at the
floating house, to a congregation composed chiefly of individuals
in the employment of the mission. A few others, however, have
usually been present. Doct. Bradley has continued to preach at
the tract house on the Sabbath, and three times during the week.
At the close of the year a chapel was nearly completed on the
mission premises, affording a convenient place for schools and the
worship of God. On the 23d of August, Mr. Caswell com-
menced a method of preaching, which he thus describes :

‘“ At ten o’clock in the moming took & seat under the verandah of my
house, for the purpose of preaching the gospel to any who might tum aside
to listen. My teacher was stationed in one of the basement rooms near me,
and was directed to notice all the mistakes 1 might make in speaking, that
be mizht afterwards correct them. 1 selected the hour from ten to eleven,
with the hoge, that, as that is a time when men would be most likely to be

zed in business, my auditories would be small. I wished they might
be so, that I might hold familiar and protracted conversation with individu-
als. My hopes, however, have been disappointed. C ly, in a short
time after talunggnl:ynu,l have from twenty to thirty hearers, and not
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162 SIAM. [Report,

unfrequently as many as forty. My common course has been to distribute
tracts, only at the end of each half hour.

“ At all times a considerable portion of my audience consists of Chinese.
A majority of them, [ presume, understand Siamese, and possibly a majority
were born in this country. | keep Chinese tracts on hand to give to those
who can read. During the five weeks which have elapsed since commenc-
ing this excrcise, it has been omitted but two days.

Towards the close of the year, the attention given to preach-
ing, and the desire manifested by some to know and embrace the
truth, encouraged the hope that the missionaries were about to
witness happy results of their labors.

That these hopes have not been fully realized, appears from the
following extract from the joint letter of the mission for 1841 :

“Two or three months since, there appeared to be an unusual seriousness
among the young men employed in the printing department, and among
others employed in our families. It continued for some weeks, and we
cannot doubt but the Spirit of the Lord was moving on their minds. At the
tract house also there was apparently an unusual attention to the word of
God. Of those employed by the mission, four or five expressed hope in
Christ, and declared their determination to devote themselves to his service.
Four were finally examined and propounded for admission into the church
recently orzanized. But when the time arrived for baptism and full admis-
sion to christian privileges, they shrunk from making a solemn, publie glnr
fession of the christian relizion. Probably the fear of persecution had
much influence in deterring them from this public avowal of Chnist as their
God and Savior. To be the first among mullions of devoted idolaters to

ed the established religion of this country and publicly profess a
new and opposite faith, in ignorance of the conseq to their d
temporal interests and their lives, requires no little moral courage and con-
fidence in God. Some of them may perhaps be Christians, though we do
not now see that evid of the genui of their piety which we could
desire. Their conduct has been to us no small trial. We need wisdom to
guide us.”

Respecting the results of their labors and their encouragements,
the mission has written as follows:

“ Eternity alone can disclose to us the results of tract distribution in Siam
during the past and former years. We have abundant evidence that through
the medium of tracts some knowledge of divine truth has been very widely
dls‘f)emed among the dark-minded millions by whom we are surrounded;
and that through them the public mind has been in some measure awak-
ened to the gospel. We hope they may, through the divine blessing, be
one important means of preparing the way for the ultimate triumph of the
gospel over a cunningly devised and long and firmly established system of
idolatry, to which the hearts of all classes of this people yet continue
strongly wedded, however much the und ding of may be
enlightened to see its folly.

“The g to missionary labor here, both among the Siamese
and Chinese, were never greater than at the present time. We cannot but
feel that even now God is performing a great work here in connection with
the labors, example, and sufferings of his servants for his name’s sake, s
vor!pu;umqwthafummdiaphy-of his power and grace in the con-
version of multitudes of souls. In due time we shall reap if we faint not.

G()\ '8[(‘ JNIV




1842.) CHINA. 163

the Chinese in Siam there is a peculiarly encouraging field of chris-
tian effort. Their children, comparatively speaking, are highly accessible
to christian influence. There is little reason to doubt but most of the Chi-
nese schools in this cil{ might be brought under christian infl and
religious instruction, both during the week and on the Sabbath, by paying
the salaries of their teachers, in whole or in part, averaging ptobabl‘{ azmn
six dollars a month. Could we preach in Chinese with ease and fluency,
there is much reason to believe that bl ions might ere
long be collected.”

£ 4 bbb

MISSION TO CHINA.

Caxrox.—Elijah C. Bridgman, D. D., David Abeel, D. D, Peter Parker, M. D.,and
Dyer Ball, M. lg, Missionaries; Mrs. Parker and Mrs. Ball.

Maicao.—Samuel Wells Williams, Printer.
In this country —Ira Tracy, Missionary, and Mrs. Tracy.

(2 stations ; 5 missi ¢ two of them physicians, 1 printer, and 3 female assistant
missionaries ;—total, 9.)

Doct. Parker embarked at Boston, with his wife, on his return
to China, June 13th. He was generously furnished with a gratui-
tous passage by the owners of the barque Mary Ellen, Captain
Henry. Though the war between Great Britain and China still
continues, his return was rendered proper by the fact, that there
are now perhaps more and better opportunities for missionary labor
than at any former period since the commencement of the mission.
Doct. Ball, also, of the Singapore mission, having gone to Macao
with his family for the benefit of Mrs. Ball’s health, has been
authorized to remain in China ; and Mr. Tracy, of the same mis-
sion, should his health enable him to resume his labors among the
heathen, may be expected to go to China rather than Singapore.

The communications from the mission during the past year,
though giving much information concerning the course of events
in the Chinese empire, furnish but little subject matter for this
Report. The brethren have been diligently employed as usual.
The Chrestomathy has been completed, and published in 730
royal octavo pages; adding materially to the small stock of helps
in acquiring the language. Mr. Williams has also nearly com-

leted a small volume of * Easy Lessons” in the language, and

r. Bridgman has made considerable progress in collecting mate-
rials for a grammar. Dr. Abeel visited Singapore and Borneo
during the year, and was absent from April to December. In
February last he proceeded up the Chinese coast to Amoy, which
had fallen into the hands of the British forces, to see what open-
ings for missionary efforts there might be in that quarter. He was
accompanied by Doct. Boone, of the American Episcopal mis-
sion, and took with him a small quantity of books and tracts.
About the same time Mr. Williams visited Hong Kong, for & simi-
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214 PECUNIARY ACCOUNTS. [Report,

Brought forward,  $78,468 48

Mission to the Independent Nestorians.

Remittances and purchases, . . . . 4938 62
Outtit and expenses ot Mr. and Mrs Laurle, . . 73 22 )
Passage of Mr. and Mrs. Laurie from Boston to Sm)ma, . 200 00———5911 54

Bombay and Ahmednuggur Missions.

Remittances, Cur(‘haieq &e., . . . . . . 19020 2

Expenses of Mrs. Garrett, . . . . . . 235 00——1926]1 2
Madras Mission

Remittances, purchases, &c., . . . . . . . . . 2,135 19

Madura Mission.
Remittances, purchases, &c.,, . . . . . . . . . 2,134 33

Mission to Ceylon.

Remittances, drafts, &c., . . 21351 13
Ouml and expenses of Mr. & Mre. \thelsey, .. 214 11
Mr. and Mrs. Wyman, . . . 635 70

“ « “ of Mr. and Mrs. Smith, 457 63

Passage of Mr. Meigs, Mr. and Mrs. W hmelcev Mr. and
Mrs. Wyman and Mr. and Mrs. Smlth from Boston to

Colombo, . . 1,730 00
Expenses of Mr. Meigs and familv, . 370 &0
Passage of Miss Brown from Madras to New York, . 200 00

Passage of Mr. Hoisinston and family from St. Helena to

New York, and expenses since their return to this coun-
try, e e e e e e« . . 211 §8—25,241 30

Mission to Stam.
Remittances, purchases, &c., e e e e e e e e 7,504 4
Mission to China.

Remittances and purchases, . . 3,043 47
QOutfit and expenses of Doct. and Mrs. Pﬂrker, c. 1,402 63—4,446 10

Mission to Singapore.

Expenses of Mr. Travelli since his arrival in this country, 276 14
“ Mr. Tracy in this couatry, including part of
passage, . 678 10
Expenses of Mr. W ood since his arrival in this coumry . 162 00
Purchases, &c., . . L. . . . 32 31—-1.445 &

Cariied forward,  §166,54S o3
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