


THIRTY-FOURTH ANNUAL REPORT 

OF THE 

PRUDENTIAL COMMITTEE, 

Mr. President— 

At our last anniversary it was our privilege to speak of the 
goodness of God in preserving, to the close of another year, the 

lives of all the members of the Board. To-day we have to record 

the names of six of our associates, who have finished their work 
and gone to their account, since our last meeting. Among them 

is one who has been a member since 1812, and two who were 

elected at the commencement of the year now to be reviewed. 
David Dunlap, Esq., of Maine, the Rev. Daniel Crosby, of Mas¬ 

sachusetts, Henry Hudson, Esq., of Connecticut, the Rev. 

James Richards, D. D., and the Rev. Alexander Proudfit, D. D., 

of New York, and the Rev. William McPheters, D. D., of North 

Carolina, are now to be added to the list of deceased members of 
the Board. 

Among the missionaries death has been less busy than during 
the preceding year. Yet five laborers, in the prime of life and the 

midst of their usefulness, have been summoned away. The Rev. 

A. K. Hinsdale, of the mission to the Mountain Nestorians, the 
Rev. H. S. G. French, of the mission to Siam, John Steele, M.D. 
of the Madura mission, M rs. Burgess, wife of Rev. E. Bur¬ 

gess, of the Ahmednuggur mission, and Mrs. Locke, wife of Mr. 

Ed win Locke, of the Sandwich Islands mission, have deceased 
during the year. 
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“ A little circumstance that occurred will illustrate this remark. Some 
years ago I took very great pains to teach the blacksmiths to put the iron 
upon carriage wheels by heating it, as is the practice among civilized na¬ 
tions. By great effort I succeeded in getting one wheel prepared in that 
way. But that was the only one, so obstinately were they determined to 
do every thing as their fathers had done before them. Lately, since the 
government has made macadamized roads through many parts of this dis¬ 
trict, the people have found the benefit of conveying their produce on 
carts, instead of carrying it all on their heads, as formerly. They have 
now learned to prepare their wheels as we do, and no one thinks of pre¬ 
paring them in any other way. When I arrived in Jaffna, twenty-six 
years ago, there were only five bullock carts in the whole district. Now 
there are more than 500, and about 100 in this parish. The temporal con¬ 
dition of the people has also greatly improved, during that period, in many 
other ways. They have more learning, more wealth, more enterprise, and 
fewer taxes. The land is here owned by the people, in fee simple, and 
they have every encouragement to cultivate it. The land is divided into 
small farms, and there are very few great landholders. Hence the island 
is rapidly improving in many respects. The population of this small dis¬ 
trict is 220,000: of the whole northern province, about 300,000; and of the 
whole island 1,368,838. This is a very small population for so rich and 
fertile an island. The greatest part of it is still a wilderness. It is capa¬ 
ble of sustaining many millions. The population will undoubtedly rapidly 
increase under a good government.” 

MISSION TO SIAM. 

Bangkok, (the seat of government,) two stations.— Charles Robinson, Stephen 
Johnson, Dan B. Bradley, M. D , Jesse Caswell, Asa Hemenway, and Lyman B. Peet, 
Missionaries; Mrs. Robinson, Mrs. Bradley, Mrs. Caswell, Mrs. Hemenway, Mrs. 
Peet, Mrs. French, and Miss Mary E. Pierce, Teacher. 

(2 stations ; 6 missionaries—one a physician, and 7 female assistant missionaries ;— 
total, 13.) 

Although the Chinese population is very large at Bangkok, it 

has become a question, especially since the opening of the princi¬ 

pal ports in China to the missionaries of the cross, whether the 

funds that are expended on the Chinese, ought not all to be ex¬ 
pended, for the present, in China itself. This question, which 

would involve a change in the internal structure of this mission, 

is still under consideration. The Chinese who emigrate from 

their native land, are generally from the poorest class, and, owing 

to the ignorance and poverty of their parents, have received but 

little iustruction from teachers and books. Chinese females are 
not allowed to emigrate, and hence the men marry, if they marry 
at all, the females of the countries to which they resort. The 

Chinese at Bangkok, however, are more accessible than the 
Siamese. Among the latter no very marked progress has yet 

been made in gathering schools, while among the Chinese there, 

is no obstacle to collecting pupils. The Chinese boarding school 
has twelve boys, who are making good proficiency. Were there 

funds to increase the number of pupils to twenty-five or thirty, 
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and were the boarding school surrounded by a number of day 

schools, it is thought that a flourishing congregation of Chinese 

might be collected for preaching. 

As it is, the Chinese congregation averages about twenty, and 

the number promises to increase. It is made up of the boarding 

scholars and teachers, and some of their relatives, friends, and 

acquaintances. The Siamese congregation at the station, con¬ 

sisting of about thirty on the average, is made up almost exclu¬ 

sively of persons employed by the mission or mission families, and 

there are no decided indications of an increase of the number. 

It is not fear that keeps the people away, but, as the missionaries 

think, disinclination to hear the word of God. At the house 

where tracts are distributed three times a week, there is also 

preaching to such as can be persuaded to listen. The number of 

hearers varies from five or six to thirty or forty. Thus, and by 

means of the printed page, more or less knowledge of the way of 

salvation through the Lord Jesus is imparted to persons from all 

parts of the great metropolis, and from places near and remote. 

The distribution of books and tracts, however, is by no means 

confined to one place. On this subject the missionaries speak as 

follows, in their report forwarded at the commencement of the 
present year. 

“ Siam affords a very interesting field for such labors. Readers are to be 
met with among the Burmese, Peguans, Siamese, and Chinese, who are 
not only glad to obtain a book, but who will, in many cases, listen to the 
explanations of the distributer respecting its contents. By means of our 
facilities for distribution in the city and its suburbs, and in the surrounding 
country, we are enabled to put our books into wide circulation. Boats, in 
large numbers, and from the most populous places in the kingdom, come 
to Bangkok for trade; and generally the individuals belonging to them are 
glad to obtain our books. Much pains has been taken the past year to 
furnish each boat of this description with a portion of the Bible and tracts 
to read and carry home to their friends; and we hope that some good will 
result from these labors. In presenting books to the people, conversation 
has been had with them, where it was practicable. But in many places, 
especially where the population is dense, the distributer’s voice is drowned 
by the clamors of the multitude—each being eager to obtain a book. We 
deem it of very great importance that much more oral instruction should 
be given in connection with these efforts, than has been expended the past 
year. It is true the difficulties to be encountered are great; and they are 
such as the missionary will be obliged to contend with for many years to 
come, if he attempts to preach by the way side. Nevertheless, he should 
preach in despite of the obstacles he meets with, and never give over pro¬ 
claiming salvation by a crucified and risen Savior.” 

The war with Cochin-China continues, and is doubtless unfa¬ 

vorable. There has also been some misunderstanding between 

the Siamese and English, which created a panic and made the 

people fearful of having intercourse with missionaries, whose 

dress, language, religion and manners, might lead them to be con- 
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founded by the government with the English, in case of war. 

While this feeling continued, few called for books, and few would 

receive them when offered. 

Mr. French had been trained to the art of printing before he 
commenced his education for the ministry, and he had the care of 

this department. On the 14th of February, 1842, he died of a 

consumption, which had been developing its fatal influence upon 

his system far many months. He died testifying to the grace of 

God. Mr. Johnson then took charge of the press for seven 

months, till his voice was sufficiently restored for preaching, when 

it came under the superintendence of Doct. Bradley. Two 

presses have been kept in operation. Eight new tracts have been 

printed in Siamese, and new editions of seven others. Of the 

Scriptures, the Gospel of Mark has been reprinted, and the Gos¬ 

pel of John, the three epistles of John, the Epistle to the Colos- 

sians, and the book of Genesis, have been carried through the 
press. A geography of Asia has also been printed for the 

schools, and a small treatise on astronomy, with which a Siamese 

Almanac, the first of the kind ever put forth in the Siamese lan¬ 

guage, was bound up ; also two elementary reading lessons. A 

work on midwifery, prepared by Dr. Bradley, and greatly de¬ 

manded by humanity, has been printed for the benefit of the 

Siamese physicians. How far it may accomplish its object re¬ 

mains to be seen. Several works were printed in the Chinese 

language. The amount of printing during the year has not been 
reported to the Committee. 

The hopes of the mission are occasionally raised by persons 

calling upon them as inquirers, but generally to be disappointed. 

A Siamese, by the name of Mo, was admitted to the church 

in March of last year, but his character has not been without 
reproach. 

The prospects of the mission are stated in the concluding para¬ 

graph to the report of the missionaries for the year 1842. It is 
as follows: 

“ Probably in no previous year since the mission was established, has so 
much labor been bestowed upon this people as during the past year. And 
although we do not see such results as we desire to see, still we are not 
wholly without evidence that good has been done. Much truth has, in 
various ways, been communicated ; and we doubt not that the plan of sal¬ 
vation is now better understood than it was a year ago. We see nothing 
to discourage us in our work, except the difficulties that are always to be 
met with in laboring for the salvation of idolaters. Hitherto hath the Lord 
helped us, and blessed be his name. All the facilities which we could 
reasonably expect to enjoy in the prosecution of our work under the reign 
of an independent, despotic power, are still held out to us. As yet no 
restrictions have been laid upon our labors. We are still at liberty to go 
where we please, and preach the gospel, and distribute the bread of life, 
both to wats and private houses, no man forbidding us.” 
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Brought forward, $58,166 25 

Mission to the Nestorians of Persia. 

Remittances, purchases, &c.,. 
Expenses of Mr. and Mrs. Perkins and Mar Yohannan, . 
Outfit of Miss Myers,.. 
Passage from Boston to Smyrna of Mr. and Mrs. Perkins, 

Mr. and Mrs. Stoddard, Miss Myers, Miss Fisk, and 
Mar Yohannan,. 

15,521 57 
408 S3 
32 52 

700 00-16,722 92 

Mission to the Mountain Nestorians. 

Remittances and purchases, . • 
Outfit and expenses of Mr. and Mrs. Bliss, 

“ “ Dr. Smith,. 
Passage of Mr. and Mrs. Bliss and Doct. Smith, from Bos¬ 

ton to Smyrna,. 

5,939 25 
715 33 
106 51 

300 00-7,121 09 

Bombay Mission. 

Remittances, purchases, &c., 
Expenses of Mrs. Garrett, . 

4,369 07 
205 00-4,574 07 

Ahmednuggur Mission. 

Remittances, purchases, &c., . 8,271 01 

Madras Mission. 

Remittances, purchases, &c.,. 
Expenses of Doct. Scudder and family since their return 

to this country,. 

5,818 89 

1,543 12-7,362 01 

Madura Mission. 

Remittances and purchases, 
Grant to Mr. Todd, 

22 194 25 
"“’200 00-22,394 25 

Ceylon Mission. 

Remittances, purchases, &c., 
Expenses of Mr. Hoisington and family, 

24,886 50 
590 50-25,477 00 

Siann Mission. 

Remittances, purchases, &c., 
Grant to Mr. Robbins, 

Mission to China. 

Remittances, &c., 

8,378 98 
50 00-8,428 98 

5,216 69 

Carried forward, $163,734 27 


