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52 MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL MEETING. [Report,

God open our eyes to a vivid apprehension of our duty to the world, and we
shall be in no danger of neglecting our birth-place and our home. Let our
hearts be filled with love to the heathen, and we shall never forget our
countrymen, our brethren, and our own children. And what an impulse
would the adoption of some such plan aw the foregoing impart to the revi-
vals of our country ?  Then, indeed, should we bebold the American church
coming up from the wilderness, leaning upon the arm of her Beloved.

But we cannot fully appreciate our obligations to the beathen, at the pre-
sent time, without adverting to the wonderful changes which are taking
place in the missionury field. It is now thirty-two ycurs since the first mis-
sionaries of the Board landed at Culeutta,  Almost the first salutation which

ted thein oo their arrival, was an order from the Governor Geueral of
ndia, directing them to return to the United States in the same vessel
which had carried them to that distant and benighted land. At length they
obtained permission to embark for any other couuntry in which they might
wish to preach the gospel,  But whither shull they go?  They look abroad
upon Eastern Asia, with a population of more thun four bundred illions,
but there is no place for then there. They turn to Central and Western Asia,
and every where “ihe kings of the earth set themselves, and the rulers
take counsel together against the Lord and against his Anointed.” The
conclusion of this first chapter in the history of American missions is well
known. Mr. Newell was obliged to retruce his way, nearly two thousand
miles; and the grave of his wile, on the lsle of France,is a perpetual wit-
pess that our representatives who first went forth to the heatben, found the
door shut agninst them.

But what do we now see ? British India is as open to the preacher of
the gospel as our own country. In Burmuh, prosperous missions bave
reaped an abundant harvest. In Siam several d inations of Christi
are repr d by their lested lnborers. In China millions are

y ible to the preacher of righ ; and in respect to the
rest of the population of that vast empire, our only fear should be that the
last barrier will be thrown down, before we aud our fellow servants in the
Lord shull be ready to enter and possess the land. In Western Asia our
brethren have been frecly and successfully preaching the gospel, for any
years, to the different sects of nominal Christians ; and now we are told,—
what our sluggish faith is hn:lelz willing to receive,—that the cra of Moslem
persecution has virtually clo

And look at the success which God is granting to the efforts of his
people. In 1837, twenty-five years from the commencement of our mis-
sious, we could only count up, as the fruit of all that we had done, 2,147
pative church members; now we are able to swell the amouut to more
than 25,000. And yet how little have we given or prayed or felt for the
beathen, during these seven years? Were there time it might be shown
that other missionary institutions have been reaping a plentiful barvest
From the West Indics, from Southern India and Southern Africa, from
New Zeuland and the Georgian Isles, multitudes have been gathered into
the fold of Christ.

Nor is this all. Never were the signs of the times more cheering than at
this very moment. Look at the Armenians of Turkey, the Nestorians of
Persia, the Arabs of Hermon and Lebanon, the Tamil people of Southern
India, the Mahrattas of Western Indiu, the Zulus of Southern Africa.
What more inviting fields can we desire? And what shall we say of China,
—that land for which so many prayers have been offered, so much faith
exercised, so many hopes cherished. Shall we turn away, just as the Cap-
tain of our salvation has scaled its ramparts, and consign it to other and
unknown ages of spiritual death ?

Of one thing, however, we may be sure. Though we refuse to care
for the heathen, the gospel will be preached throughout the earth. But it
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178 SIAM. [Report,

and the other, those relating to the state of education. They
were published in the Missionary Herald for March and April
last. The picture of the native mind at the present crisis is
drawn with great discrimination and force.

MISSION TO SIAM.

BaxGKoR—(the seat of government).—SiaMgse DEPARTMENT. Charles Robinson,
Dan B. Bradley, M. D, Jesse Caswell, and Asa Hemenway, Missionaries, Mrs. Kobmson,
Mrs. Bradley, Mrs. Caswell and Mrs. Hemenway 5 Miss Mdr) E. Pierce, T'eucher—~CHI-
NESE DEPAKTMENT. Stephen Johnson and Lyman B. Pect, Missionurics, Mrs. Peet.—
One native helper

(2 stations ; & missionaries—one a physician ; 6 female assistant missionaries, and 1 pative
helper; lolal 13)

The members of this mission continue in the cheerful prose-
cution of their labors, much as in years past. Among these
labors is the translation of the Scriptures into the Siamese lan-
guage, which is steadily advancing. There are peculiar obsta-
cles in the way of securing the attendance of Siamese pupils
in the schools of the mission. 'The numerous wats or temples
are all public schools, open to every one without charge, and
are held in high estimation by the people, and visited, cherish-
ed, and watched over with paternal care by the king and nobil-
ity. They are, moreover, in the most beautiful situations, and
adorned with fine walks, reservoirs of water, trees, and fragrant
flowers and shrubbery. In these things the mission could not
compete with them, even were it desirable to make the at-
tempt.

In the early part of last year a panic prevailed among the
people in consequence of an apprehended disturbance of amica-
ble relations between their government and the English nation.
“The Americans having the same dress, manners, customs, lan-
guage, and religion with the English, those who had received
books from the missionaries feared coming under the displea-
sure of the king, and a very extensive destruction of the books
was the consequence of this panic. Reports were indeed cir-
culated that the king was displeased with the missionaries and
their books, and that it was unsafe to be connected with them
as teachers or scholars; and for a time the great mass of the
people, both Siamese and Chinese, refused to receive tracts.
Yet during this time it was frequently asserted by the most in-
telligent and influential of the natives, that there was no foun-
dation for these reports, and it subsequently appeared that there
was no good reason for them. Our dates come down to Febru-
ary of the present year. The fear of political difficulty with
Great Britain had been renewed, but the people were free in
applying for books as in former times, and in personal inter-
course with the members of the mission,
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1844] SIAM. 179

Five thousand volumes were printed during the year, and
3,000 tracts; making 945,000 pages. The printing from the
beginning amounts to 7,137,268 pages.

The Siamese boarding-school contains six pupils, though
these are not all boarding scholars in the strictest sense. The
Chinese contains nine pupils. There is preaching as usual in
the two languages. In January last two Chinese teachers were
received into the church. The only other native member of
the church is a Siamese. He was received in the year 1842,
and has never been persecuted by the government. Our breth-
ren have as yet found no evidence that Siamese law makes it a
penal offence to forsake the religion of the country and embrace
another system of belief. In their last report to the Committee
the brethren say,—

“ We still hope that the Lord has been preparing, both this people and
his servants here, for the coming of his kingdom in Siam. That we should
be permitted to commence our labors so quietly, to pursue them so long
and so extensively and with so little interruption, in the imperial city, and
under the daily observation of the king himself, as well as the nobility and
the priesthood, are to be referred directly to the goodness of God. Be it
that they affect to despise us, that they regard our efforts as impotent, and
our gospel as foolishness, still our conclusion must remain the same, since
God has permitted such things to take place in this, rather than in some
other way. That a numerous priesthood should so generally be willing to
receive und examine Christian tracts, and converse on the subject of Chris-
tianity, are circumstances which must be referred to the same cause.”

The Siamese nation is advancing on the scale of civilization.
Their jealousy of foreigners is diminishing. They are becom-
ing familiar with the printing press; indeed a member of the
royal family has himself an excellent press. Their commerce
is increasing. In the early years of the mission, only three or
four square-rigged vessels visited Siam annually, and not a ves-
sel of this description was owned by the Siamese. During the
years 1842 and 1843, fifty-one square-rigged vessels were re-
ported to have arrived ; and the Siamese have built ten such
vessels, some of them of large size, and others are in progress.
Oune of these vessels, commanded and manned by Siamese, had
made a successful voyage to Singapore ; and another, with only
a foreign captain, made a voyage to Bombay and Ceylon, and
afterwards proceeded to China. Facts like these are not with-
out importance in relation to our work. The missionaries justly
say,—

“ This increasing intercourse with Christian pations is interesting from
the fact that no heathen nation has ever been able long to sustain idolatry
in such circumstances. It may have become infidel, or atheistical ; but the

ssness of idol worship does not long withstand even the light of science.
hose who can, by taking an observation of the sun, determine the latitude
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180 SIAM. [Report,

and longitude of the place where they are, and can calculate the convexity
of the ocean and earth, will not long believe in a system of religion which
teaches that the earth is a plain, and the sun revolves around it daily, and
sets behind a mountain higher than the moon. Since our publication of
an almauac, to which is appended a brief outline of astronomy in Siamese,
many have expressed to us their doubts respecting their own system, One,
who has perhaps more influence than any other 1o the priesthood, who is
frequently called upon to examine candidates for the priestly oflice, partic-
ularly the sons of the nobles,—has unreservedly declared to us that the
Siamese system of astronomy is utterly untenable.”

The brethren have lately come to a knowledge of a new par-
ty formed in the Siamese priesthood. It appears to have had
its origin soon after the visit of the first missionaries—Messrs.
Gutzlafl, Tomlin, and Abeel—to Siam; and its rise and pro-
gress are traced directly to Chau Fa, the member of the royal
family and head priest of one of the wats, who has taken the
lead in commercial improvements. The missionaries call the
new party liberal, because, in the panic, that class of persons
was for some time almost alone in seeking or receiving books.

“ A number of the head priests of the wats, belonging to this class, have
repeatedly sent and requested of us a full set of all our publications, fre-
quently specifying all the portions of the Bible. A number of the other
priests, belonging to these wats, have made similar requests ; and some of
them have, with apparent sincerity, stated to us that they had doubts re-
spectiug their own system, and wished to examine more fully the princi-
ples ot the Christian religion. Some of the nobles, the founders and pa-
trons of these wats, have also requested books of us, and it was with much
pleasure that we were able to supply them with so large a portion of the
word of God. The royal priest above mentioned and many others of the
greatest power and influence in the kingdom belong to the liberal party ;
and their number is constantly increasing.”

The above extract is from a general letter of the mission.
Other interesting facts are communicated by Mr. Caswell, who
made inquiries concerning this “new party,” of the head priest
of one of the wats said to belong to that party. Both letters
were written in July, 1843.

# On being requested to explain as clearly as he could the difference be-
tween the two parties, he gave the following illustration. ¢ Here are two piles
of books. The first contains the instructions of Budh ; the second con-
tains the writings of eminent teachers of the religion of Budh, who lived
in ancient times. The first pile our party receive as authority in religion.
The second we examine and compare with the first. So far as it agrees
with the first we receive it; so far as it disagrees we reject it.” I then in-
quired whether they actually found much in the second pile to reject
‘Yes,’ said he, ¢ much, very much.! And then mentioned one set of books
@nﬁting of more than five bundred volumes, the whole of which they re-
jected.

. % Another fact developed in the course of these inquiries possesses some
interest, as marking the origin and progress of these liberal views. One of
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1844.) CHINA. 181

the five wats became liberal ten or eleven yecars since. At that time Chau
Fa presided over it. Two others, over one of which Chau Fa now pre-
sides, hecame so six or eight years since. The remaining two, which are
only balf liberal, became so,—one about three years, the other about
one ‘ynr since,

“Itshould be constantly borne in mind that Chau Fa is only the head
priest of a wat and not the high Lm of the kingdom. He, however, has
in reality much more authority thun common head rpnuu, on account of
bis being of the royal family. How far the hand of the king is in these
reforms, it is impossible to say. That he knowingly tolerates them is, I
think, quite certain. My teacher gives it as his opinion that more of the
sons of the princes and nobles pass the term of their priesthood at Chau
Fa's wat than elsewhere. If this be true, it may be looked upon as a kind
of pledge that these liberal views are destined to spread among the Siamese.

Mr. and Mrs. Caswell and Miss Pierce were dangerously sick
in the last autumn, but through a kind Providence have been
graciously restored to a good measure of health. Mrs. French
and her infant son embarked on the 7th of November in the
ship ¢ W. 8. Hamilton,” Capt. Brown, for St. Helena, from
whence she took passage for Boston, and arrived in April.

MISSION TO CHINA.
Howgxono —Elijah C. Bridgman, D. D, and Dyer Ball, M. D., Missionaries ; Samuel
ells Williams, P:-'!m.- Mrs. Ball, ' Jer T '
Canvon.—Peter Parker, M. D., Missionary ; and Mrs. Parker,
Anoy ~David Abeel, D. D, Misrionary
In this country.—lra Tracy, Missionary ; and Mrs. Tracy.

_ (3 stations ; 5 missionaries—two of them physicians, 1 prister, and 3 female assistant mis-
wionares ; total, 9.)

A missionary of a kindred society, speaking of the number
of souls ible to the missi y from Amoy, has recently
said,—“If the cities of Boston, New York, Philadelphia, and
Baltimore were situated in a valley, forty miles long and ten or
fifteen broad, and the whole intervening country were so thick-
ly covered with villages that a man should never be out of sight
of one or more of them, still the population of that valley
would not be as great as is the population of this part of Chi-
na.” Yet Amoy is the smallest of the five commercial cities
opened by the late treaty. While the population of this city
is estimated at 200,000, Ningpo has scarcely less than 300,000,
and Canton and Shanghae have nearly 1,000,000 each, and Fu-
chau is said to be larger than either. With a country around
each of these proportionally populous, what a field for mission-
ary effort! How far these millions are actually accessible to
the missionary, cannot of course be known until trial is made.
The Chinese government has evinced a disposition to meet the
engagements of the treaty in good faith ; but, up to the latest
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1844.) PECUNIARY ACCOUNTS. 239
Brought forward, §201,229 07
Mission to the Cherokees.
Drafts, purchases, &e. . . . . . 3,658 09
) Mission to the Choctaws.
Drafls, purchases, &e. . . . . . 4,035 14
Mission to the Pawnees.
Drafls, purchases, &e. . 5% T8
Oregon Mission.
Drafls, purchases, &e. . . . 3,568 38
Mission to the Siouz,
Drafls, purchases, &ec. . . . . 1,108 47
Mission to the Ojibwas.
Drafls, purchases, &e. . . . . . 2057 83
Stockbridge Mission.
‘The expenses of (his mission bave been defra; during the present b;
k&m:hmh:miqw!:-f:'hd‘s yeesy
Mission among the Indians in New York.
‘Tuscarora Station, . . . . . 421 78
e - e 8
Alleghany 811 233219 31
Mission to the Abenaquis.
Expenses of the Station at St. Francis, . 302 00
Indian Missions generally.
ices of J. Slingerland Penobscot Indians, . 59 58
%xp:nuhn,“w, hm‘. for various n‘nl-'nu, 305 45— 365 (3
Agencies,
S g e B 1 T 8z
“ “ “ Rev. 8. B. Munger, 160 00
Salary of Rev. H. Coe, ove year, . 600 00
1 nvdllleu &e. of do. 49 02
- Rev. O. X . 750 00
"'rlvellmtu Y of do. 363 64
MR AT =
“ "B Comson: ove yeur, 1,000 00
'nvdl-nﬁelpeu., &e.of do. Ut 74
“ . D. Malns . . 1,200 00
Mravelling "E.-' &e. of do. 189 50
‘Travelling expenses of Dr. Armsi . 318 62
Deputations 1o attend anniversaries, 234 195241 69
Carried forward, §6,5% 29

® The wum paid last yoar was for services 13 moathe, §1,008 67, aad travelling expecess, &, §100.
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