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and the other, those relating to the state of education. They
were published in the Missionary Herald for March and April
last. The picture of the native mind at the present crisis is
drawn with great discrimination and force.

MISSION TO SIAM.

BANG Kok૲(the seat of government). ૲SIAMEs E DEPARTMENT. Charles Robinson,
Dan B. Bradley, M. D., Jesse Caswell, and Asa Hemenway, Missionaries, Mrs. Robinson,
Mrs. Bradley, Riº Caswell and Mrs. Hemenway; Miss Mary E. Pierce, Teacher.૲Chi
Nrse 1)EPARTMENT. Stephen Johnson and Lyman B. Peet, Missionaries, Mrs. Peet.૲
One native helper.

2 stations; 6 missionaries૲one a physician; 6 female assistant missionaries, and 1 native
helper; total, 13)

The members of this mission continue in the cheerful prose
cution of their labors, much as in years past. Among these
labors is the translation of the Scriptures into the Siamese lan
guage, which is steadily advancing. There are peculiar obsta
cles in the way of securing the attendance of Siamese pupils
in the schools of the mission. The numerous wats or temples
are al

l public schools, open to every one without charge, and
are held in high estimation by the people, and visited, cherish
ed, and watched over with paternal care by the king and nobil
ity. They are, moreover, in the most beautiful situations, and
adorned with fine walks, reservoirs of water, trees, and fragrant
flowers and shrubbery. In these things the mission could not
compete with them, even were it desirable to make the at
tempt.

In the early part of last year a panic prevailed among the
people in consequence of an apprehended disturbance of amica
ble relations between their government and the English nation.
The Americans having the same dress, manners, customs, lan
guage, and religion with the English, those who had received
books from the missionaries feared coming under the displea
sure of the king, and a very extensive destruction of the books
was the consequence of this panic. Reports were indeed cir
culated that the king was displeased with the missionaries and
their books, and that it was unsafe to be connected with them

as teachers or scholars; and for a time the great mass of the
people, both Siamese and Chinese, refused to receive tracts.
Yet during this time it was frequently asserted by the most in
telligent and influential of the natives, that there was no foun
dation for these reports, and it subsequently appeared that there
was no good reason for them. Our dates come down to Febru
ary of the present year. The fear of political difficulty with
Great Britain had been renewed, but the people were free in

applying for books as in former times, and in personal inter
course with the Inembers of the mission.
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Five thousand volumes were printed during the year, and
3,000 tracts; making 945,000 pages. The printing from the
beginning amounts to 7,137,268 pages.
The Siamese boarding-school contains six pupils, though

these are not all boarding scholars in the strictest sense. The
Chinese contains nine pupils. There is preaching as usual in
the two languages. In January last two Chinese teachers were
received into the church. The only other native member of
the church is a Siamese. He was received in the year 1842,
and has never been persecuted by the government. Our breth
ren have as yet found no evidence that Siamese law makes it a
penal offence to forsake the religion of the country and embrace
another system of belief. In their last report to the Committee
the brethren say,+

ૺWe still hope that the Lord has been preparing, both this people and
his servants here, for the coming of his kingdom in Siam. That we should
be permitted to commence our labors so quietly, to pursue them so long
and so extensively and with so little interruption, in the imperial city, and
under the daily observation of the king himself, as well as the nobility and
the priesthood, are to be referred directly to the goodness of God. Be it
that they affect to despise us, that they regard our efforts as impotent, and
our gospel as foolishness, still our conclusion must remain the same, since
God has permitted such things to take place in this, rather than in some
other way. That a numerous priesthood should so generally be willing to
receive and examine Christian tracts, and converse on the subject of Chris
tianity, are circumstances which must be referred to the same cause.ૻ

The Siamese nation is advancing on the scale of civilization.
Their jealousy of foreigners is diminishing. They are becom
ing familiar with the printing press; indeed a member of the
royal family has himself an excellent press. Their commerce
is increasing. In the early years of the mission, only three or
four square-rigged vessels visited Siam annually, and not a ves
sel of this description was owned by the Siamese. During the
years 1842 and 1843, fifty-one square-rigged vessels were re
ported to have arrived; and the Siamese have built ten such
vessels, some of them of large size, and others are in progress.
One of these vessels, commanded and manned by Siamese, had
made a successful voyage to Singapore; and another, with only
a foreign captain, made a voyage to Bombay and Ceylon, and
afterwards proceeded to China. Facts like these are not with
out importance in relation to our work. The missionaries justly
say,+

ૺThis increasing intercourse with Christian nations is interesting from
the fact that no heathen nation has ever been able long to sustain idolatry
in such circumstances. It may have become infidel, or atheistical; but the
grossness of idol worship does not long withstand even the light of science.
Those who can, by taking an observation of the sun, determine the latitude
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and longitude of the place where they are, and can calculate the convexity
of the ocean and earth, will not long believe in a system of religion which
teaches that the earth is a plain, and the sun revolves around it daily, and
sets behind a mountain higher than the moon. Since our publication of
an almanac, to which is appended a brief outline of astronomy in Siamese,
many have expressed to us their doubts respecting their own system. One,
who has perhaps more influence than any other in the priesthood, who is
frequently called upon to examine candidates for the priestly office, partic
ularly the sons of the nobles, has unreservedly declared to us that the
Siamese system of astronomy is utterly untenable.ૻ

The brethren have lately come to a knowledge of a new par
ty formed in the Siamese priesthood. It appears to have had
its origin soon after the visit of the first missionaries૲Messrs.
Gutzlaff, Tomlin, and Abeel૲to Siam ; and its rise and pro
gress are traced directly to Chau Fa, the member of the royal
family and head priest of one of the wats, who has taken the
lead in commercial improvements. The missionaries call the
new party liberal, because, in the panic, that class of persons
was for some time almost alone in seeking or receiving books.

ૺA number of the head priests of the wats, belonging to this class, have
repeatedly sent and requested of us a full set of al

l

our publications, fre
quently specifying al

l

the portions of the Bible. A number of the other
priests, belonging to these wats, have made similar requests; and some of

them have, with apparent sincerity, stated to us that they had doubts re
specting their own system, and wished to examine more fully the princi
ples of the Christian religion. Some of the nobles, the founders and pa
trons of these wats, have also requested books of us, and it was with much
pleasure that we were able to supply them with so large a portion of the
word of God. The royal priest above mentioned and many others of the
greatest power and influence in the kingdom belong to the liberal party;
and their number is constantly increasing.ૻ

The above extract is from a general letter of the mission.
Other interesting facts are communicated by Mr. Caswell, who
made inquiries concerning this ૺnew party,ૻ of the head priest

of one of the wats said to belong to that party. Both letters
were written in July, 1843.

ૺOn being requested to explain as clearly as he could the difference be
tween the two parties, he gave the following illustration. ૺHere are two piles

of books. The first contains the instructions of Budh ; the second con
tains the writings of eminent teachers of the religion of Budh, who lived

in ancient times. The first pile our party receive as authority in religion.
The second we examine and compare with the first. So far as it agrees
with the first we receive it; so far as it disagrees we reject it.૷ I then in
quired whether they actually found much in the second pile to reject.
૶Yes,૷ said he, ૺmuch, very much.' And then mentioned one set of books
consisting of more than five hundred volumes, the whole of which they re
jected.
ૺAnother fact developed in the course of these inquiries possesses some

interest, as marking the origin and progress of these liberal views. One of






