Original from
UMNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN

Digitized by GOOSIE

216006-pdgasn ssaodde/BaorisnaiTylrey mmm//:di1y / pozrithbip-216009 ‘utewoq dT1gnd
LT9Y9ZEL0STO6E "dpw//zez/1au alpuey 1py//:sdily / 1W9 TS:90 6Z-90-0ZOZ U0 paledaudn



1845.] ANNUAL MEETING OF THE BOARD. 51

Through all the operations of the missi es, both at Bomb
and Ahmcdouggur, the ittee notice, with greut pleasure, the dis-
tinguished prominence which is given to the preaching of the gospel,
and the relinnce which lhc mmwnuna place upon the ched | gos-
pel, a3 the first and great instr y in the of the |

The committee on the missions to the Tamil people report :

That these missi are d d on p iples long tried, and which
appear 1o have the sanction of upem»nc- -nd' of the great Head of the
church ; and that the only obstacle iu the way of very great success scems
lo be the want of well qualified men, whio may enter in and reap the fields
wlnch are white for the harvest. They sympathize decply with the
of these i in the anxicties and toils with which they are
over-burdened ; and earnesly hope thut arrangements ay be made, during
the coming year, by which the urgent calls of these missions for more
laborers may be met.

The i on the missi in Eastern Asia and the Indian
Archipelago, say :

‘They rejoice that the door is now opened for the prenclung of the gospel,
a8 well us the distribution of evangelical books, among the millions of
China; and are glud to be told by your Committee that “ their great object
will hc to secure, with the divine blessing, an effuetive preaching mission,” in
that empire. They cannot doubt that He who has so wonderfully prepared
the way for the embassy of his love to those millions, hus desigus of mercy
to be accomplished among them ; nor that our churches will readily fur-
nish the means for the requisite accession to the number of missionaries
for that purpose.

The failure of the health of Mr. Abeel and the necessity of his return,
your commitice consider among the deepest mysicries which so often
attended the missionary work for the trial of faith ; and they trust that He
who liveth forever, and in whon fullness dwells, will honor others by
ucceed him in this high and holy work.

g for the hing of the gospel at Bangkok, in

Siam, and among the Dyllu, in Boruao, also affords a reasonable hope that

our missionaries who are there “sowing in tears,” will, at no very distant

period, “reap m Joy ;™ while their solicitude lest, through the want of

their missi should “die out,” should call

forth a res) from our churches that shall gladden and gthen their
hearts.

The Committee on the Sandwich Islands mission report :

’l‘hn lhu mission, to which the friends of the Board have hitherto been

d to refer, as iting the most interesting and fruitful field of
missionary labor which has ever been cultivated by the followers of the
Redeemer, continucs to enjoy the favor of the great Head of the church,
as well as to retain the confidence of the Christian community. But wlnh
we express our satisfaction with the manner in which the mission has
bitherto been conducted. we regret to find that but one pative preacher is
connected wnlh the mission ; and even that one, as we understand, is not
be i d with the full rights of & Christian

et
;umr and bishop,
It appears by the report of the Prudential Committee, that in the
churches connected with this mission there are about twenty-two thousand
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1845.] ANNUAL MEETING OF THE BOARD. 65

the afternoon, where circumstances favor it, to the celebration of the Lord’s
supper; inviting the native church members to unite with the mission in
this celebration, and giving them information concerning such organi-
zations and operations of the churches at home, as have for their object to
spread gospel light through the world.

4. To instruct the Secretaries to draw up a circular letter to be sent to
the several missionaries under the direction of the Board, containing such
statements and suggestions as they shall deem necessary to bring the mat-
ter fully before the missions and lead to the successful adoption of the plan
proposed.

In pursuance of these resolutions, letters were addressed to the
different missions, calling their attention particularly to the importance
of holding meetings, either annual or special, simultaneously with the
annual meeting of the Board. Answers have been generally received
from the nearer missions, responding promptly and cordially to the
foregoing suggestion, and exhibiting a deep interest in the plan pro-
posed. Sowme of the answers were read at the late meeting at
Brooklyn.

RESOLUTIONS,

The following resolutions were submitted to the meeting by the
Secretaries, and, after an interesting discussion, were adopted :

Resolved, That the Board have heard with great satisfuction, that the
several mMssions are coming into the plan proposed at the last meeting, of
holding their annual meetings at the same time with that of the Board;
and, where that is not possible, devoting Thursday on the weeck of the
annual meeting to special prayer, with the particular object of securing the
blessing of God upon the deliberations and proceedings of the Board during
its annual session, upon the Prudential Committee during the year ensuing,
and the missionaries and agents laboring under its direction, and upon the
several missions and the churches which contribute for their support ; and
that the Board would respectfully ask the patrons and friends of this system
of missions throughout the country, to unite in this concert of special
prayer on the Thursday during our annual meeting.

Resolved, That the time has come to begin in earnest to enlarge the num-
ber of missionaries in the field; that a score or more of new missionaries
should be sent to the great field which is opened to us in India; thata
score of new missionaries should be sent to China, to enlarge the two exist-
ing missions, and place them in a condition for a vigorous onset upon that

reat heathen people, and to establish a third mission in one of the northern
ree ports ; and others to Siam ; and others, at the earliest possible day, to
the aboriginal population of Borneo; that, as soon as the suitable men can
be obtained, the mission in Southern Africa, which calls so earnestly for a
reinforcement, should receive it, and enter strongly on its work among the
tens of thousands now perfectly accessible to the preacher of the gospel ;
that the millions accessible from the most eligible post assigned by Provi-
dence to this Board in Western Africa, millions spreading over the great
interior uplands of that continent, ought to receive speedy attention, not-
withstanding the fears, in part groundless, which are entertained of the
climate, and new men, even all the good men who offer to go, ought to be
sent without hesitation ; that the Sandwich Islands, now in the grand crisis
of their transition from the pagan and barbarous to the Christian and civil-
ized state, and taking their place in the family of nations, ought to continue
to be watched over by this Board, and have the company of missionaries
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THIRTY-SIXTH ANNUAL REPORT

OF THE

PRUDENTIAL COMMITTEE.

Mg. PresiDEnT, )

Since the last meeting of the Board, two of its corporate
members, the Hon. Mills Olcott, of New Hampshire, and Gen-
eral Henry Sewall, of Maine, have deceased.

During the same period, ten missionaries and assistant mis-
sionaries have been removed by death, viz. Rev. Benjamin
Griswold, of the mission to Western Africa; Rev. George H.
Apthorp, and Rev. Robert Wyman, of the mission to Ceylon ;
Rev. Sheldon Dibble, Mr. Horton O. Knapp, and Mrs. Dole,
wife of Rev. Daniel Dole, of the Sandwich Islands mission;
Mrs. Van Lennep, wife of Rev. Henry J. Van Lennep, of the
mission to the Armenians; Mrs. Thomson, wife of Rev. F. B.
Thomson, of the mission to Borneo; Mrs. Ball, wife of the
Rev. Dyer Ball, of the southern mission in China; and Miss
Mary E. Pierce, of the mission to Siam.

DOMESTIC DEPARTMENT.

The domestic history of the Board, for the past year, pre-
sents fewer events of special interest than have marked somne
previous years. The ordinary routine of labors for the cultiva-
tion of the missionary spirit in the churches has been steadily
pursued. The results now to be reported indicate that these
efforts have been crowned with encouraging success, both in
obtaining laborers for the missions, and the pecuniary means
for the prosecution of the work. But we are not permitted to
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154 SIAM. [Report,

the work. Even were the old stations manned, as above named, the re-
moval of one person by sickness or death or otherwise woulld be culami-
tous. [Important interests must necessarily sutter, and the cause, in these
respects, move backwards. In this way the mission has suttered ftor
years.”

Of the missionaries now under appointment, it is expected
that two will join this mission the present year, and two in the
course of the next year.

SIAM MISSION.

BanoxoR— Siamese Department —Charles Robinson, Dan B. Bradley, M. D | Jesse (Cas
well, Asa Hemenway, Missionaries; Mrs. Robinson, Mrs. Bradiey, Mry. Casweid, M
Hemenway.

Baxarogr—Clinese Department.—Stephen Johnson and Lyman B. Pect, Missicmariss;
Mrs. Peet.—Oue native heiper.

(2 stations ; 6 missionaries—one a physician, 5 female assistant missionaries, and 1 nauve
belper ;—total, 12.)

The death of Miss Pierce is almost the only event that has
occurred to disturb the current of affairs in this mission the past
year. This occurred on Sabbath morning, September 22, 1844,
Her discase was consumption. “ To the last,” says one of the
brethren, ¢ she possessed a calm, sweetly submissive and
heavenly frame of mind, anticipating the speedy coming of her
Lord to call her to himself. She greatly rejoiced in the fact of
having consecrated herself to the missionary work, and she
counted it a precious privilege to die on heathen ground.”  Mr.
Caswell suffered much from iit health during a counsiderable
part of 1844.

Among the obstacles to the spread of the gospel, the following
are enumerated ; viz., the use of tobacco, epium, and guncha,
(a plant possessing many of the properties of opium,) intem-
perate drinking, and gambling.

The amount of time aud strength spent in preaching has
been greater the past year than in any former year. The tract
house is visited repeatedly in the week for preaching and dis-
tributing books, both in the Siamese and Chinese languages.
The tract house, being situated in the great bazaar, is favorable
for a wide diffusion of gospel ideas, but it is not so favorable for
a concentrated influence, though as much so perhaps as any
place yet attainable. Another place for Chinese preaching is
almost half a mile from the one just mentioned. The native
teachers give considerable aid in the Chinese department in
communicating a knowledge of Christianity, and a daily reli-
gious service is held in the Chinese hospital. Writing a review
of the first half of the year under cousideration, the mission
thus speak of other labors in the way of preaching the gospel.

-
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#“We have been accustomed, more than formerly, to take short walks in
different directions, preaching to any whom we may meet, and, as opportuni-
ties offer, entering into houses, and becoming acquainted with the occupants,
It is not improbable that this mode of preaching may be found to be more
effective than any other which we are at present able to adopt. We feel, if
we mistake not, an increasing love for unfolding the gospel orally, and an
increasing purpose to prosecute this work as the Lord may give us ability.
At the same time, we feel, as much as at any former period, the importance
of faithfully employing the press in the great work of evangelization. In
these excursions, we sometimes find places where it seems practicable and
desirable to adopt something like a regular plan of preaching. Where such
doors are opened, we aim to enter and occupy. One brother has occupied
two such preaching places, with a good degree of punctuality, for several
months.”

Enmity is sometimes shown by acts of rudeness towards the
brethren while delivering their message. Mr. Hemenway,
writing in September, describes some experiments he had made
in preaching, which are fitted to encourage to the very frequent
performance of this duty.

« Early in the present year, I commenced visiting from house to house
among those families who live at a short distance from this station. My first
object was to proclaim orally the story of the cross to all who would listen;
and my second, to put into the hands of those who could read, either a por-
tion of the Scriptures, or a volume of Christian tracts. In these lubors I
found much greater pleasure than I had anticipated. In almost every
instance I met with a kind reception ; and I always found the individuals of
the family, where I stopped, willing to listen to me as long as 1 thought it
profitable to remain. Those who could read, gladly availed themselves of
the privilege of obtaining books. These fannlies were not, however, all
Siamese. Some were Malays, soine Cambojians, and others Laos. But from
a long residence among the Siamese, they had acquired such a knowledge of
the language as to be able to speak and understand it.

« After pursuing these lubors a few weeks, it seemed to me desirable to
obtain a place where I might go at stated seasons, and preach and distribute
books. In looking about for such a place, I could think of none more favor-
able for my work than the sala of the wats, This is made up of one, two or
three open sheds in front of the wat ground, according to the size of the wat,
erected as lounging places for the inimates of the wat, or as resting places for
travellers. They are to the Siamese what the inn is to the American and
Englishman.

[ first selected the sala of a dilapidated wat, about half a mile from this
station, and situated in the gardens. The inmates, including priests, men
and boys, did not amount to more than ten or tweive. But the road which
Bassed through the wat ground, was quite direct from the palace of the

raklang ; and, after leaving the wat ground, it branched off in several
directions to a large canal, thickly settled on both sides. While the dry
season lasted, and until the rains of the ruiny season became excessive, this
road was much traveled. In spending an hour at the sala in the morning, I
seldom failed to have fiom fifteen to twenty hearers. Some would stay
nearly the whole of the hour. Others would call and listen to the truth fora
few moments, obtain a bouk, and then go on.

“ Not long after I took this sula as a preuching place, I selected a second,
connected with a flourishing wat about a mile distant from the mission
station, and in a different direction. Whenever I go to this place I am sure
of meeting many individuals in the course of the hour which I spend there.
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And although the number present is large, oftentimes, yet I have geperally
been treated with respect, and have frequently been listened to with a good
degree of attention, The few books which I take with me are alwava in
great demand ; and I might distribute a much larger number, if I could carry
themn with me. The many pleasant and interesting seasons which I have
had at this sala, I have sometimes been inclined to attribute to the fact, that
the wat 1s one of the five in Bangkok the priests of which reckon themseives
as belonging to the new party. The priests have always shown theniselves
friendly to me, whenever they have come out to the sala to get books. Sone-
times they have tarried awhile to listen to what I had to say to them and to
others present.”

M. Peet also says, in December last :

“The gospel is now daily preached in the consecrated places of public
resort, at our own houses, and by the way side, in the city and 1n the
country, no man forbidding. In view, therefore, of the Lord’s mercies
towards this people, we are encouraged to hope and to pray for still greater
blessings, and such as accompany salvation.”

The hearers vary at the places for preaching from a few
individuals to thirty or more. The brethren are not without
hope concerning two or three persons, that their hearts have
been touched by divine grace. Mr. Johnson thus writes in
October :

“ Among the Siamese especially, including both the priests and the people
in general, the call for Christian tracts is increasing. Among the Chinese,
several have made application for Christian baptism; but the evidence of
their piety has not been such that we could conscientiously accede to their
requests. Also among the Siamese there are some individuals who may be
regarded as in an interesting state of mind, though perhaps as yet destitute of
genuine piety. Those who have already been received into the church, we
hope are growing in knowledge and in grace.”

Doct. Bradley has of late been frequently called to attend
the sick in high places.

Occasional excursions add to the local knowledge of the
mission, and bring them into more extensive acquaintance with
the pcople. The Committee have received the past year a
record of a tour performed by Mr. Hemenway, in company
with Mr. Buel of the Presbyterian Board, among villages lying
southwest of Bangkok. The following extract of a letter from
Mr. Caswell, while it shows how practicable it is to penetrate
into the country, exhibits a fact that is full of admonition to
Protestant Christians.

“I have to-day visited the Port Captain, one of the principal men among
the Roman Catholics here, who informed me that several of their mission-
aries are now on a tour to the north and west; that those who have gone
west have proceeded as far as the boundary between Burmah and Siam, and
those who have gone north have proceeded as far as Chiang Mai, which is a
Laos country at the extreme of the Siamese territory in that direction
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They are before us and will be every where. How wonderful are the
resources of Anti-christ! When shall we see the standard of the Lord
evidently lifted up against him ?”

A small newspaper is issued, called the ¢ Bangkok Re-
corder,” to be sustained by a subscription of one tical, or sixty
cents, a year. It was commenced with twenty-five subscribers,
which was regarded as a good beginning. Fifty subscribers
would suffice to pay for the edition, which is small, making no
account of editorial labor.

The teacher of the Chinese boarding school has been re-
ceived into the church, and three other Chinamen have offered
themselves as candidates for admission, and give some evidence
of piety.

SOUTHERN MISSION IN CHINA.
Horcxrong.—Eliijah C. Bridgman, D. D. and Dyer Ball, M. D., Missionaries.
CantoN.—Peter Parker, M. D., Missionary ; Mrs. Parker.
Absent.—Ira Tracy, Missionary ; Samuel Wells Williams, Printer ; Mrs. Tracy.

2 stations ; 4 missionaries—iwo of them physicians, 1 printer, and £ female assistant mis-
sionaries ;—total, 7.)

In one of the communications from our brethren the past
year, a list is given of the Protestant missionaries, whether
ordained or not, who have been sent to the Chinese people.
The whole number, according to the table, is seventy-five. Of
these twelve have died, twenty have retired from the service,
and six are absent on visits to their native lands; leaving
thirty-seven now in the field. These thirty-seven are dis-
tributed as follows: at Shanghae, two; at Amoy, seven; at
Hongkong, thirteen; at Canton, two; at Macao, three; at
Bangkok, three ; at Singapore, one ; at Rhio, one ; at Malacca,
one.

The Board has as yet no missionary laboring north of Amoy,
though Fuchau was visited by Mr. Stevens in 1835. The
Committee have it in contemplation, should the Head of the
church furnish the suitable laborers, to extend operations to
some one at least of the three free ports higher up the coast,and
they have sent out instructions to the brethren at the southern
stations to make the preparatory personal observations. Mean-
while the territorial extent of the field makes it inconvenient
for our operations to be all under one organization, and it has
been resolved to make a distinct mission at Amoy and another
of the two southern stations. Stations north of Amoy, will
of course form another and northern mission. The Com-
mittee feel bound, by the information thus far before them, to
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PECUNIARY ACCOUNTS.

[Report,

Brought forward, £5%,1% %

Bombay Mission.

The expenses of this mission have been defrayed by previous
remntigices and avais of the press,

Ahmednuggur Mission,

Remittances and Elrrhmcs, . . . . .
Expenses of Mr. Burgess, . . . .

Madras Mission.

Remittances, drafis and purrlnGM . .
Foamily expenses of Docet. Seudder, .
"Iravelling expenses of do. i beha JF of the Buanl &, i .

Madura Mission.

Remittanees and purrlmcm . B . . .

Fxpenses of Mr. North's children,

Passage, in part,of Mr Crane and mmll_) and Mr; I)Vn-'hls
chintdren from Madras to Boston, . . . .

Expenses of Mre. Crane and fanaly,

Travelimg expenses of Mr. Thompson and Mr. Me '\llll:m,

Ceylon Mission.

Remittances, drafls and purchases,
Expenses of Me. Spaulding and tamily, mcludmﬂ his tray cl.mf'

(& \'M H~es, . . . .
Dao. o Mr. Hu(rhmﬂ and fmmh,
Passage of Mrs, \\)umn in part, from M.ndras and cxpeuscs
in this country, . . . .
Travelhng expenses of Mr. Huehc . . . .

Siam Mission.
Remittanees and purchases, . . . . .
Grant to Mrs. Freuch, . . . . . .
Svuthern Mission to China.
Remittances, &c., . . . . .
Expenses of Mr. lracy, . . .
Amoy Mission.

Remittances, &ec., . . . . .

Mission to Borneo.

Remittances, purchases, &e., . . . .

9,53 ¢l
132 o0 —=09.01 4}

4954 15
1.2 00
413 OI——60501 T

23,714 33 |
169 13
200 00

SI15025

1o S0 —244235 3

21,161 20

1,127 43
915 LV

125 00
V25 U0-— 23 333 63

6,199 2
0 W—=F290 82

\

\

I

5,210 92
104 72e—5315 54

Mission to the Sandwich Islands.

Remittanees, drafts, purchases, &e., . . . .
Grant to Mrs. \p(ulldmg . . . .
Do. Mrs. Shepard, . . . . .

Mission to the Cherokees.

Drafts, purchases, &e., . . . . . .

34,625 92
140 00
100 00 —33.555 92

4,405

Carried forward, $179,707 18
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