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MISSION TO SIAM—MISSIONS TO CHINA. 27

Siam Mission.

Two missionaries, one of them a minister of the Gospel, and the
other a physician, and also licensed to preach the Gospel, are ap-
pointed to this field of labour, and expect to sail, God willing, as
early in the summer as a vessel can be found. As far as outward
circumstances are concerned, there is much to encourage the Church
to occupy this benighted land; and when the providence of God
has thus opened the way, it is her privilege and duty to send to
this people the knowledge of the Gospel. In their debased and
degraded state, and in the union of the civil government with their
religious superstitions, many obstacles will be found to the progress
of the truth; and there will be much to try the faith and patience
of the Church and her messengers. But dark as this field is, and
even though Satan’s seat be there, the way is open for the preaching
of the Gospel; and the presence of the Saviour with his servants,
and the blessing of the Holy Ghost upon their labours, * will make
i],?)r ‘;vildemess like Eden, and her desert like the garden of the

T .”

Ehinese Missions.,

The missions to China now begin to assume a more settled form.
The brethren have reached their different stations, and have com-
menced their work in the name of the Lord, and every year will
add efficiency to their use of the appointed means of grace. But
China will be the seat of a great conflict between the Christian
Church and the powers of darkness. Long has Satan been pre-
paring for this conflict, and many and strong are the chains with
which he has bound this people. On the other hand how feeble
and scattered are the efforts of the Church. How little of concentra-
tion in her plans, how cold her prayers and cries to God on their
behalf. How much does the Church and her ministers and mis-
sionaries need the spirit that was in Christ, and the baptism of the
Holy Ghost to carry forward this great work.

CANTON MISSION.

Rev. Andrew P. Happer, M. D.

The printing press being at Macao, in the early part of the year
Mr. Happer took up his residence there. He has been engaged in
the study of the language, and has conducted for a part of the year,
a religious service on the Sabbath in English. On the Ist of April,
the Rev. H. A. Brown and Mr. Cole, being then in Macao, it was
decided to commence a boarding school, which has been continued
under favourable and promising circumstances. The Committee
had not contemplated the establishment of a boarding school at this
mission, until after the arrival of other missionaries. Nor did the;
deem either Hong Kong or Macao the best place for such a school.
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They consider it quite important that the residence of the missiona-
ries, their schools and places of worship, be among the Chinese
people. Notwithstanding these objections, as the school was in
successful operation, they decided to continue it, and have it trans-
ferred to the neighbourhood of Canton as soon as circumstances
will permit.

As soon as notice was given that the school would be opened,
fifty applications for admittance were received. Of these twenty-
seven were chosen; the parents agreeing in writing to supply the
boys with clothing and their common Chinese books;—that the
boys should remain eight years in the school, and if withdrawn
their boarding to be refunded ;—and the power was reserved to the
mission of dismissing any boy that was found incompetent or un-
worthy. It is to be expected that from various causes, a number
of those first entered will leave the school before their course is
finished ; but such is the desire for education, that there will be no
difficulty in obtaining as many scholars as the funds of the Board,
and the force of the mission will make it expedient to receive.

This mission greatly needs to be strengthened. It has even be-
come a serious question, whether the brethren assigned to Siam
had not better be sent to this mission. On this subject Mr. Hap-
per writes :—

I cannot cease to express my conviction of the great importance, not to say neces-
sity of the Committee sending an associate to this mission as soon as a suitable labourer
can be found. I will never complain as far as personal considerations are concerned,
though I feel most deeply the privation of being here without Christian society, and
sympathy and fellowship. But I cannot fail to express my full convictions, that the
efficiency of this mission will be essentially hindered for want of an associate.

AMOY MISSION.

Rev. John Lloyd.
Rev. Hugh A. Brown.
Dr. J. C. Hepburn and Mrs. Hepburn.

On the 6th of May Mr. Brown reached this mission much to the
joy of the brethren stationed at Amoy. But it was not long that
their number was permitted to remain unbroken. As the warm
season advanced, Mrs. Hepburn’s health began to fail, and it soon
became evident that to preserve her life a change of place was
necessary. Their wish was to go direct to Chusan; but no vessel
sailing up the coast could be found. They were forced therefore,
on the 26th of June, to embark for Macao. Even from that port a
vessel sailing up the coast could not be obtained in season. in the
mean time Mrs. Hepburn’s health had so much declined that it
was decided to return home. They arrived in New York on the
14th of March, her health a good deal improved by the voyage.
Though still suffering with disease, the hope is entertained that a
short residence in the United States will restore her health, so that
both may retumn to their chosen and endeared field of labour.

Until he left the mission Dr. Hepburn continued his labours in
the Dispensary in connection with Dr. Cummings, spending one or
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to en in sending the living preacher to ¢ testify to the Je
that %aeg::s is the Megssiah, reasoning with them out of the Scrv:';-’
tures, opening and alleging that the Messiah must needs have
suffered and arisen again from the dead.” The time then has
fully come to commence this work in earnest, and the blessing of
the God of Abraham will be theirs who seek the good of Israel.
‘W hat a noble example for imitation does the Free Church of Scot-
land now exhibit in her missionary efforts in behalf of Israel.
Though struggling with her own difficulties, and for a time, for
her very existence, her mission to the Jews now numbers ten
ordained ministers of the Gospel, and one physician, occupying
stations in Prussia, in Moldavia, in Hungary, in Constantinople,
and in Damascus.

CONCLUDING REMARKS.

1. This Report contains much that is cause of gratitude and
thanksgiving to God. Every Christian must rejoice at every
inroad made into the kingdom of darkness,—at every mission sta-
tion established among the heathen,—at every church commenced
and sharing in the presence and blessing of the Holy Ghost. But
connected with these,, there is much that calls for mourning and
humiliation, that the great and solemn interests here concerned

“ have so little affected the hearts, and called forth the prayers and
efforts of our beloved Zion. It isstill our painful duty to have to
state that not one half of the churches under the care of the Gene-
ral Assembly do anything to send the knowledge of the Saviour to
the perishing heathen.

2. The coming year will require means more enlarged than
any previous year. Four missionaries will soon sail, God willing,
for India ; two for China; two for Siam; one to the seed of Abra-

- ham; and one to Western Africa; and two are wanted for the
Indian wribes. The missions in these great fields of labour, as
fully stated in this Report, greatly need to be thus strengthened.
But nothing is gained by sending out the labourers, however
highly they may be qualified, unless they are properly sustained

' when they reach their fields of labour.

3. One great cause of apathy and want of interest in the cause
of Foreign Missions, is that in many hundreds of our churches,
scarcely anything is known of the true condition of the heathen,

.and what the Church is doing for their benefit. In a communion
of more than 180,000 members, but 8350 copies of the Missionary
Chronicle are taken. There are hundreds of churches where not
a single copy is taken but the one that is sent free to the pastor.
How easy would it be for the minister and elders in every church
to have a few copies circulated among their people. We believe



