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160 SIAM. | [Report,

Messrs. Howland and Fletcher, with their wives, whose arri-
val at Madras was mentioned in the report on the Madura mis-
sion, after some detention, reached Jaffna and joined their
brethren in May. No communications from the mission inform
us at what stations they are located. Rev. Levi Spaulding and
his wife, who have spent the last two years in their native land,
find their health so far restored, that they propose to resume
their labors in the foreign field, and hope to embark with one or
two new missionaries, also destined to Ceylon, in the course of
a month or two. Mr. Spaulding, with Doct. Scudder of the
Madras mission, whose health required him to return to the
United States two years earlier, and who now contemplates
embarking in the same vessel, have been occupied very exten-
sively and laboriously, as well as most acceptably and usefully,
in missionary labors among the churches ; and sure we are that
they will leave our shores and return to their labors with the
sympathies and prayers of many with whom they have taken
counsel, and that they will see the fruits of their labors, while
on this visit to their native land, at a future day.

SIAM MISSION.
BANGKOR.—Siamese Department.—Charles Robinson, Dan B. Bradley, M. D., Jesse Cas-
well, Asa Hemenway, Missionaries ; Mrs. Robinson, Mrs. Caswell, Mrs. i—lemenwny.

ugucxox.—Chime Department.—Stephen Johnson and Lyman B. Peet, Missionaries ;
. Peet.

(2 stations ; 6 missionaries—one a physician, and 4 female assistant missionaries ;—total, 10.)

The members of this mission have all now been some time
on the ground, and Messrs. Johnson, Robinson and Hemenway
found it necessary, during the past year, to visit Singapore for
the benefit of a sea-voyage and a change of climate. The two
last named were accompanied by their families. Mr. Johnson
returned in February, with renovated strength. The other two
brethren of the mission were well at the opening of the present

ear.

y One, however, whose name was reported last year, has rested
from earthly labors. Mrs. Bradley, after having served Christ
more than ten years at Bangkok, died August 2, 1845. Her
disease was consumption, and for several years she had suffered
from ill health. She was permitted, however, notwithstanding
ber bodily infirmities, to perform an amount of labor which
few, in like circumstances, are able to accomplish. The tokens
of respect from natives at the funeral, show at least that the
medical services of her husband are highly appreciated by the
Siamese.

# ¢ Several of the Siamese nobles and officers of government called upon
me,’ says Doct. Bradley, ¢in the eourse of the day, to express their sympa-

Google



1846.] SIAM, \ 161

thy. The Prakiang took special pains to show that he, too, was of the
number of the afflicted friends of the deceased. He came in his boat of
state to the mission landing, and sent for me to go and see him there,
which I did. He expressed great respect for Mrs. Bradley, and much
sympathy for me. He sent one of his sons, with a retinue of servants, to
attend the corpse to the grave. He, being the prime minister of foreign
affairs, could not, according to Siamese custom, attend the funeral himself;
and, therefore, he sent his representative. Rachamat, another son of the
Praklang, attended with his retinue. The chief physician of the kingdom,
a brother of the king, sent four of his servants and pupils to represent him,
and show his sympathy. Another of the chief ministers of state, whom
God enabled me to restore from a state of total blindness to one of com-
fortable sight, more than a year since, despatched a boat load of his ser-
vants to attend the procession 1o the burial ground.’”
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162 SIAM. [Report,

The Committee have authorized Messrs. Johnson and Peet,
of the Chinese department, to remove to China.

The cases of 1,300 different persons were entered in the
¢ case book ” of the dispensary and hospital during the year
ending May, 1845. The number of persons successfully vacci-
nated, was 1,183. Native practitioners have also been induced,
though at first with reluctance, to make use of quinine in re-
mittent fevers. In these ways much suffering has been pre-
vented ; and something must have been done towards concilia-
ting respect and attention to the preaching of the gospel.

The mission premises are without the walls of the city, on
the south, and so is the tract house where has been much of
the stated preaching. Mr. Caswell has providentially been fur-
nished with an eligible place for preaching within the walls, in
the northern part of the city. Chau Fa Yali, a high priesf, and
the leader of the liberal party in the priesthood, offered him the

" free occupancy of a most convenient room adjoining his wat to
be used for preaching and the distribution of books, on condi-
tion of his spending a little time in teaching English, in his
wat, to himself and several priests and attendants. Mr. Caswell
entered upon this arrangement in July, 1845, and was still in
successful prosecution of his plan in February of the present
year, which is the extent of the information in the possession
of the Committee. A particular report of his labors, though
known to be forwarded at that time from Bangkok, has not
been received. He goes to the place four days in the week,
and thus has the benefit of a walk a mile and a half each way.
Writing at the close of the first month, he says,—

“ My class in English has increased to about twenty-five. It is not often,
however, that more than half of them are present at the same time. Chau
Fa Yai himself is much more persevering than I expected him to he. For-
merly his brother, the Prince, commenced receiving instruction in English,
but gave a specimen of his natural fickleness by not taking the second les-
son. Chau Fa Yai never misses a lesson, and plies me with so many
questions, that I am commonly obliged to tear myself away from him, I
frequently have some of the lay members of my class at my room to listen
to my conversation. It is well understood by them, that I do not intend to
spend any of iy time at my room ia any other way than in preaching the
gospel. Soon after Chau Fa Yai began his lessons in Engllsh, a Roman
Catholic priest advised him not to study English, as it would spoil his pro-
nunciation of Latin. He says the priests praise his pronunciation of Lautin
very much. He studied it many years since, and made, I should think,
cominendable progress. But he well understands that if he would become
acquainted with modern science, he must seek some other medium than
that afforded by the Latin language.”

At the end of seven or eight months, the prince was still at
his study, and, with several young men, had made good pro-
ficiency. Three among those who attended on his preaching,
appeared to be inquiring seriously the way of salvation.
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The Chinese boarding-school of ten scholars was suspended
in the summer of last year, on account of a temporary failure in
the health of Mrs. Peet, and it has not been resumed. Mr. Peet
thought the pupils in two or three small day schools frequently
visited by himself, made nearly as great improvement as they
would in a boarding school.

Mo, the Siamese member of the church, was suspended, but
afterwards restored on giving evidence of repentance. The
three Chinese members received in 1844, remain in regular
standing. 'The mission thus speak of these three native breth-
ren in their report for 1844, received since the last annual
meeting of the Board.

“They all continue to give evidence that they love the cause which they
have espoused. Qua Sien resides near Rach’aburi, a place about two days
west of Bangkok, on the Maklong river. He has, for the most of the year,
been engaged in teaching a school, and appears to be exerting a good in-
fluence in his neighborhood. His school has been small, averaging about
eight scholars; but we consider it important, as furnishing a station for
preaching the gospel in that region. Yua Sien has been in the. habit of
bringing together his neighbors and the parents of the scholars on the Sab-
bath, and reading and expounding the Scriptures to them. His congrega-
tion has usually consisted of from twenty to thirty persons, including pa-
rents and children. Mr. Johnson has made three visits to that place, and
spent some time there and in the vicinity, preaching and distributing tracts.
On one of these visits he administered the ordinance of baptism to the in-

-fant son of Qua Sien. At another time he was accompanied by Mr. Cas-
well, and spent the Sabbath with Qua Sien, and preached in his school-
room. The brethren were much pleased with the appearance of things in
that place. They had previously visited Petcha-buri and other places to
the south, and conversed with the people, and distributed tracts. The
other two Chinese brethren, having no families, reside here, and afford
considerable aid to the brethren of that department in making known the

gospel.”

The printing in 1844, amounted to 1,357,300 pages, and in
1845, to 1,105,300 pages; total, 2,462,600. This makes
9,599,868 pages from the beginning. The mission has two
presses, three founts of Siamese type, a foundery, and bindery.
The publication of the ¢ Bangkok Recorder’ has been suspend-
ed, in consequence of the absence of so many members of the
mission.

The ascendancy of the government over the minds of the
people, is uncommonly great.

¢ Let a word be dropped by one in authority respecting foreigners, or a
report circulated, and it spreads like fire. Chinese as well as Siamese are
immediately alarmed, and it is with difficulty that we can keep them in
our employment, or persuade them to receive our books. But such things
have occurred so often, and no harm has come from them, that those who
are well acquamted with us, have, in a great measure, ceased to be dis-
turbed in this way.”
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Mr. Robinson, writing in the middle of the last year, thus
speaks with regard to the policy of the government towards the
mission.

“For more than a year it has been reported that the King has for-
bidden the people to call upon us or receive our religious books. Whether
his majesty has thus taken notice of us or not, it is evidently believed by
the people. This in effect amounts to almost a prohibition of our labors.
None or almost none call upon us for books, and these are more generally
boys or persons under the influence of liquor. Formerly a number of in-
teresting young noblemen and priests used frequently to call, but they have
for a year past alinost entirely discontinued their visits; if we call upon
them, they still appear friendly, and if we present them our books, many
of them say plainly they do not want religious books, are glad to get
works of science, ete.; and if some take our religious books, it is evidently
with sonie reluctance. This is generally the case throughout the country.
There are some few exceptions. If we go out to preach at the wats and
other public places, it is diffcult to collect an audience, unless it be a few
noisy persons und boys, who will perhaps clamor for books, and when they
have got them, tear them up in our presence. If we call at their houses to
converse with them as individuals, they generally treat us with respect, but
seldom invite us to call again. Not a single individual has attended the
regular preaching at the station for nearly two years, that I recollect, ex-
cept those in our employ, who are required by agreement to attend. In
short, the general sentiment respecting us seems to be this. The wission-
aries are good nen, and have done some good to the country in the way of
science and the healing art. They also bring considerable money into the
country. They have made no converts as yet, let them alone and all will
be well ; get all you can from them in the way of science, but avoid their
religion. This, I have no doubt, is the policy of those in authority at the

resent time. They know, or seem to know, that to prohibit us in our la-
Eors would appear harsh, and would defeat their own ends, viz., to get all
they can from us but religion.”

About the same time, the mission thus describes the vices of
the Siamese.

«“In a previous semi-annual letter of this mission, some statements were
maide respecting the excessive use of narcotics in Siam, such as tobacco,
guncha, and also of intoxicating drinks, together with the very extensive
practice and ruinous effects of gambling in its various forms. 1In regard to
the use of the above articles, there has been no apparent diminution; on
the contrary, we fear that the smoking of guncha and the use of intoxica-
ting drinks are rapidly increasing. It would seem also as if gambling
among all classes was now more prevalent than ever before. None are too
rich, and none apparently too poor, to engage in it; for if they have no
money, a few cowries will supply the place of silver, and prove the occa-
sion of seemingly as much noise aud strife, as if thousands were at stake.
No means suited to entice the multitude to games of chance, seem to be
left unemployed by those whose pecuniary interest it is to promote this
vice. Gaming is probably not less destructive to morals and to property,
nor is it a less serions obstacle in itself to the success of the gospel, than it
would be in a Christian land. At home there is but little hope entertained
of the conversion of habitual gamblers,

“ Theatrical exhibitions are another means of corrupting the minds and
morals, and of ruining the souls of men, which the great enemy of all good
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1846.] SIAM. 165

abundantly employs in this city, both by day and by night. They are al-
most constantly maintained in the neighborhood of the principal gambling
establishments, to entice the multitude 1o these places; and they are an
abundant accompaniment of the funerals of the wealthy, and of the reli-
gious festivities, especially of the Chinese. Thus they think to honor and
propitiate the objects of their superstitious worship. From the fact that an
attendance on these plays costs nothing but a waste of time, which, of all
things, is least valued here, crowds of people flock to them, by day and by
night, thereby more fully initiating themselves, if possible, into every form
of vice.

% Slavery, in a modified form, exists to a very great extent, embracing
proebably a vast majority of the native born population. Indeed it is im-
possible for a people, so enslaved to vice as are the Siamese, to exist in the
form of a civil and political community, and yet be free. There is little or
no ground to hope that this population can, as to the mass of them,become
free in fact, until they shall have comne under the eflightening and sancti-
fying influence of the gospel. An enlightened and Ciristian people can-
mot long remain in name, much less in fact, the victims of civil bondage.

“ The burdens of the Siamese are heavy and painful. It does seem as
if they were rapidly approaching a point of corruption and iisery, not
long to be survived, even though they should be unmolested by foreign ,
powers. As the native population of the Sandwich Islands, had not the
gospel been introduced to save thern from temporal and eternal ruin, must
soon have become extinct, through the poison of their own vices, so does
it appear that ere long such must be the fate of this people, unless they
shall embrace the Christian faith, bitherto despised and rejected. Their
moral character and condition cannot be better delineated, than it is in the
description given by Paul in the first chapter of Romans. The picture
drawn by the inspired peninan is not too dark for modern days, nor too
dark to be strictly applicable to the Siamese. In no other country, proba-
bly, unless it be Burmah, has Budhism so much power over the minds and
morals of the people ; yet here its devotees are the victims of vice in all its
forms, although, to the senses, it be one of the most harmless, most re-
fined, and least revolting forms of idolatry.”

The following occurrence, related by the mission in July,
1845, possesses a historical interest.

“ The King of Siamn despatched one of his ships to Ceylon, about the
close of the last year, to carry back some Ceylonese Boodhists whomn he
had invited to Siam, some two or three years before, and also to send a
fresh ecclesiastical embassy to that island —regarded by all Boodbists as
very sacred—to make further religious researches in the primitive nursery
of their faith. That embassy fulfilled its mission, and returned to Siam on
the 18th of June, bringing a letter to his Majesty, through a son of the
Praklang, from a high priest of Boodh in Ceylon, written in English, and
stating in substance that the religion of Boodh had become almost extinct
in Ceylon, chiefly through the influence of the Christian religion, and the
schools and seminaries of the missionaries and English residents in that

rt of the world; that great numbers of young men, after receiving an

nglish edueation, were promoted by government to places of trust and of
power ; and that, if some aid from abroad could not he obtained to prop
up crumbling Boodhism in that island, it must soon become entirely ex-
tinct. The writer expressed much pain at the thought, that the very birth-
place of his religion should not have some permanent witnesses of it ; and
requested that his Majesty, in his pious zeal for Boodhisin, would send
him some funds, with gvhich be might build a wat, and support priests and

]
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166 CHINA, [Report,

disciples permanently in honor of his god. He suggested that this would -
be a noble work for a great King, and one that would confer upon him the
highest honors of Boodhiam.”

CHINA.

CANTON MISSION.

Canton.—Flijah C. Bridgman, D. D., Dyer Ball, M. D., Peter Parker. M. D)., Mission-
aries ; James G. Bridgman, Assistant Missionary ; Mrs. Bridgman, Mrs. Ball, Mrs. Parker.
~One native helper.,

Absent.—Samuel WellsgWilliams, Assistant Missionary.,

{1 station; 3 missionaries—iwo of them physicians, 2 assistant missionaries, 3 female
assistant missionaries, and 1 native helper y—total, 9.)

The brethren at Hongkong removed to Canton in the sum-
mer of 1845. 'The station being relinquished, the two houses
owned by the mission at that place were sold, and the proceeds
reserved for procuring houses at Canton. Houses cannot be
hired at Canton, and must be built.

“ At Canton we ought to have a permauent station. The population is
vast, thiere being a million resident here, and tens of thousands annually
coming and going. Here a hundred missionaries might labor successfully
all their lives, and gather large and flourishing churches. They might
labor long and die here, and never cross each other’s track. What are a
hundred pastors in a city like New York? What then in such a metrop-
olis as this ought to be the number of Jaborers? The London Missionary
Society considers this as one of their stations, as does also the American
Baptist Board. But were each of these societies to send ten laborers
here, and seven others each an equal number, there still would be need of
a like number from’your Board. Ten is the least number we dare request.
The field is so wide, there is no danger of there being too many. Besides,
in neighboring towns and villages new and promising fields will ere long
be opened. Fven now, on the river, and in Honan, on the south of the
river, we have the same freedom as in the suburbs of Canton.”

“When I first came to Canton,” says the oldest member of
the mission, ““in 1830, all our religious services for the Chinese
were performed with closed and not unfrequently with locked
doors. Such was the state of things even as late as 1839,
when commissioner Lin first shut up, and then broke up, the
foreign community in Canton.”

Dr. Bridgman was married in June of last year to Miss Eliza
Jane Gillett, a member of the American Episcopal mission.
Doct. Ball was subsequently married to Miss Robertson, from
Scotland.

Mr. James G. Bridgman was appointed an assistant mission-
ary during the past year. He has been several years in China,
and is preparing himself to receive ordination. The health of
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232 PECUNIARY ACCOUNTS. [Report,

Brought forward, $69,845 16
Mission to the Nestorians of Persia.

Remittances, purchases, &c., . 9,691 11
Passage of Mr. Hu]lada_y and famll) from Sm) ma to Boslon, . 300 00
Expensm of do, . . 13+ 81
Grant to Mr. Merrick, . . . . . . 500 0W0—10,625 92

Bombay Mission.

The expenses of this mission have been defrayed by previous remittances
and avails ol the press.

Alzmednuggur Mission.

Remittances and purchases, . . 11,083 74
Outfit and expenses of Mr. and Mrs. Fanrhank . . 782 Y4
Do. Mr. and Mrs. Wilder, 699 18

Passace of Mr. and Mrs. Wilder and Mr. aud Mrs Fairbank from ”
Boston to Bombay, . . 1,000 00
Expenses of Mr. and Mrs. Munver. . . . . 149 77
Passage of do. from Beston to ﬁomb'\y, . . . 500 gg

. 435

Expenses of Mr. Burgess, . . .
Outtit and expenses of Mr. Hazen, . .

Madras Mission.

499 00— 15,150 45

Remittances, drafts and purchases, . . . . 6,965 01
Family expenses of Dr, Scudder, . . . . 500 00
Travelling do. do. in behalif of the Board, . 490 00——17,955 01
Madura Mission.
Remittances and purchases, . . . 34,945 00
Oufit and expenses of Mr. and Mrs. Hemck . . . 500 00
Do. do. Mr. and Mrs. Webb, . . . 750 28
Do. do. Mr. and Mrs. Rendall, . 580 00
Passage of Mr. Herrick, Mr. Webb, and Mr. Renda]l and their
wives from Boston to Madras, . . 1,350 00
Outfit and expenses of Mr. and Mrs. Mchllan, . . . 1,016 22
Passage of do. from Boston to Madras, . . . 450 00
Outfit of Mr. Ford, . . . . 2713 12
Expenses of Mr. Crane and famr)y, . . . . 625 00
Travelling expeases of Mr. Chandler, . . . . 55 00— 40,644 62
Ceylon Mission.
Remittances, drafts and purchases, . . 20,792 07
Outfit and expenses of Mr, and Mrs. Howland, . . . 638 00
Do. 0. Mr. and Mrs. Fletcher, . . . 741 00
Do. do. Miss Capell, 242 00
Passage of Mr. Howland and Mr Fletcher and their wwes, and
Miss Capell, from Boston to Madras, . . . 1,125 00
OQutfit and expenses of W. W. Scudder, 3]] 66
Expenses of Mr. Spaulding and famlly, mcludmg his u'avellmg
expenses, . . 1,132 50
Do. of Mr. Hutchings and fajm]y, . . . . 1 00.) 00
Do. of Mrs. Wyman, . . . . . 180 00—-26,167 23
Siam Mission.
Remittances and purchases, . . . . . 2,023 5!
Grant to Mrs. Freach, . . . . . . 30 00——2 ,053 53

Canton Mission.

Remittances, &c., . 1,932 26
Expenses of ‘Mr. Wllhams . . . 135 00
Do. Mr. Tra . . . 300 00

. . . 12 25— 2,379 51

Travelling expenses o c.c. Baldwm,Jr ”

Carried forward, $174,721' 43
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