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EASTERN ASIA.
SIAM MISSION.

BANG kok.-Jesse Caswell, Asa Hemenway, Missionaries; Mrs. Caswell, Mrs. Hemen
way.૲One native helper.

In this country.૲Dan B. Bradley, M. D., Missionary; Mrs. Robinson.
(1 station; 3 missionaries, 3 female assistant missionaries, and 1 native helper;-total, 7.)

Mr. Robinson not having any prospect of regaining his health
at Singapore, or in any part of the east, embarked, with his
family, for the United States. It was not however the good
pleasure of God that he should recover; and on the 3d of
March last, a little more than a week after leaving St. Helena
in a vessel bound to New Bedford, he died. He was faithful
unto death, which to him doubtless was unspeakable gain.
His afflicted widow and children are now in this country.
The death of Mrs. Bradley was mentioned in the last Report.
Dr. Bradley found it impossible to remain a great length of
time at Siam, with the care of three small children, and, with
the approval of the Committee, he has brought them to this
country. He arrived at New York on the 11th of August,
coming by way of St. Helena. Mr. Hemenway returned to
Bangkok from Singapore in June of the last year, with his
health much improved. On the 12th of August, Messrs. John
son and Peet, in accordance with the advice of the Committee,
left Siam for China, where they will now find a more eligible
field of labor among the Chinese people.
The year has been a broken one. Only Mr. Caswell was

on the ground during the whole of the year. But none of the
brethren appear to be disheartened; and it is a fact which
should be here mentioned, that the Baptist and Presbyterian
Boards have both taken measures to renew their missions in
Siam. Mr. and Mrs. Jenks, of the Baptist mission, arrived at
Bangkok in December last.
If the Committee could have had that knowledge of the cir

cumstances of the people at the outset of their operations in
Eastern Asia, which they have since acquired, the missionaries
sent to Siam, Borneo, and elsewhere, would all have been in
structed to learn the language spoken by the native population
of the country, to the comparative neglect of the language
spoken by the Chinese colonists and sojourners. This would
have prevented the necessity of the withdrawal of an impor
tant portion of these missionaries just when they were most
needed. There would also have been, from the first, a greater
concentration of instrumental power, and we may hope also a
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proportionate increase of converting grace and visible success.
The opening of China at so early a period, was anticipated by
no one, or missions in her distant outposts would not have been
attempted; nor was the importance of an early concentration
of labor so well understood, as now. Other missions, besides
those under the care of this Board, have suffered from a similar
CauSe.
Messrs. Johnson and Peet took with them the youngest of

the three Chinamen belonging to the church. One of the two
remaining behind is an assistant to the mission, and appears
to be a sincere and consistent Christian ; the other does not
ૺrun well.ૻ In regard to Mo, the only Siamese member of
the church, the mission say, ૺHe is steady, and, so far as we
can see, sincere in his professions of attachment to Christ; but
he does not manifest enough of spirituality to relieve our minds
from the fear that he may never have experienced a change of
heart.ૻ
Mr. Hemenway, after returning from Singapore, usually

spent an hour or more in the morning in a preaching excursion
near his residence. Dr. Bradley was obliged to give his
motherless children a part of the time formerly devoted to the
preparation of tracts, but his regular labors in preaching and
attendance on the sick were performed as usual. Mr. Caswell
continued his teaching of English in Chau Fa's wat, and
preaching and distributing tracts in the vicinity. With the
hope of counteracting the infidel tendencies of the prince and
his followers, he addressed a series of letters to him on the
divine origin of the Christian Scriptures. Facts are mentioned
in the communications of the mission, which indicate a pro
gress towards religious toleration. The following quotation
relates to this subject.

ૺSome time since, Chau Fa, the priest, informed one of our number, that
a young man of fine mind, belonging to a wat over which he formerly pre
sided, had become a Roman Catholic ; that he was requested to have the
young man flogged for abandoning the Budhist religion; but that he told
those who made the request, that the individual in question had committed
no crime; that it was proper that every one should be left at liberty to choose
his own religion. This is an important precedent; and it may go far toward
freeing the minds of the Siamese from the fear and dread which has hitherto
so effectually hindered them from seriously entertaining the question of a
change of religion.
ૺTwo or three other facts may be mentioned in this connection, having

the same general bearing. While we have never had any evidence that the
King has said or done anything to hinder our operations, neither had we
learned till recently, that he had said any thing that could be construed as
decidedly favorable to us. Lately we have heard from Chau Fa, the priest,
that some years since, after having been frequently informed of our opera
tions, and being requested to do something against us, his Majesty replied,
: Do not be troubled about them; none will join them but Chinamen.ૻ This
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language, however it may appear to an American, unacquainted with eastern
customs, is sufficiently decided to convince a Siamese that a course of tolera
tion is intended to be pursued.
ૺTwo years since there was considerable excitement against the Roman

Catholics. We knew but little of its cause at the time; but we have re
cently been informed, that there were complaints that it was impracticable to
execute the laws against those who were guilty of using or selling opium
in Chantibun, and other places where there are many Chinamen, because the
persons implicated, often being Roman Catholics, took shelter under their
priests. In consequence of this, the Praklang prohibited the Roman Catholic
priests from going to Bangplasoi and Nakonchaisi, two portions of the coun
try where the Chinese are most numerous.
ૺAt that time, as you will see from some of our communications, we met

with special embarrassments in the distribution of books in places at a dis
tance from Bangkok, more particularly in Phetchaburi. We now learn that
the Governor of Phetchaburi, in a conversation with Chau Fa, the priest,
informed him that he had taken measures for hindering the distribution of
books in the country under his jurisdiction, supposing that he was acting
in accordance with the wishes of the King. Chau Fa says he corrected the
Governor's misapprehension, telling him that we were different from the
Roman Catholics, it being no part of our plan to isolate our disciples and
take them out from under the laws.
ૺChau Fa has recently invited one of us to accompany him on an excur

sion to Phetchaburi, and he gave permission, of his own accord, to distri
bute books as freely as might be desired. Should it be found practicable to
leave, it may be desirable to avail ourselves of this privilege; as the distribu
tion of books in such circumstances would tend powerfully to correct the
misapprehensions that have prevailed in that important portion of the
country.ૻ

Two free-schools contain eighteen female pupils. The
printing for the year 1846, is thus reported.

Volumes, - - - - - - - 1,000
Tracts, . - - - - - - - 22,000
Pages of Scripture, - - - - - 89,500
Pages of Tracts, - - - - - - 812,000
Whole number of Pages, - - - 901,500
Number of Pages from the beginning, - . 10,501,368
Books and tracts distributed, - - - 8,977
Books and tracts in the depository, . - - 34,338

In a letter earnestly pleading for the mission, Mr. Hemenway
says, ૺI never felt so much courage to labor for the Siamese
as at the present moment. Every day's observation renders it
more certain, that the truths of the gospel are the subject of
much thought and inquiry among many who are accustomed
to reflect upon what they read and hear.ૻ



160 CANton. [Report,

CHINA.
CANTON MISSION.

CAston ૲Flijah C. Bridgman, D. D., Dyer Ball, M. D., James G. Bridgman, Samuel
W. Boumey, Missionaries; Mrs. Bridgman, Mrs. Ball.૲One native helper.

In this country૲Samuel Wells Williams, Missionary Printer.

(1 station ; 4 missionaries૲one of them a physician, 1 male and 2 female assistant mission
aries, and 1 native helper;-total, 8.)

ORIG in OF THE Mission.

On the 19th of November, 1827, three American citizens,
then in Canton, held a conference with Dr. Morrison, as to the
means which might be used, especially by the churches in
America, to introduce the blessings of the gospel into China.
These Americans then united in the following expression of
opinion.

ૺ1. That it appears to them there is a call in Providence fo
r

the churches of Christ in their native land to send help to

the heathen of this land; and that to establish Christian ordi
nances among Christians residing at or visiting this port, will
be one of the most effectual means to this end.
ૺ2. That in their opinion there should be a mission from

the United States to this country, to consist of two missionaries,
one of them with a view to bring to the fold of Christ the
thousands of seamen who visit, annually, the port of Canton,
and who thus may become living epistles of Christ to China;
and the other to labor in Canton for the establishment of Chris
tian principles and character there, and to gain acquisitions
for eventual usefulness as a more direct laborer for the estab
lishment of Christianity in China.
ૺ3. That a press, to be attached to the mission, to enforce

Christian principles and to publish Christian intelligence and
appropriate local tracts, will, in their view, be highly use
ful and important.
ૺ4. That these views of the spiritual wants of China, and

its claims on the churches of America, should be presented to

the American Board of Commissioners for Foreign Missions, as

the only body to whom the undersigned can properly appeal to

recognize such wants and claims.
ૺ5. That Dr. Morrison should be requested to communicate

with the Board, making known these views, and imploring the
desired aid.ૻ

This document was subscribed by D
. W. C. Olyphant, Wal

ter Crocker, and Charles B. Brintnall, and was forwarded to
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Mr. Evarts, then Secretary of the Board, by Dr. Morrison, who
accompanied it by a letter seconding the proposals. In regard to
Christian efforts at that time making in China, Dr. Morrison
remarked, that the British churches had sent him, and the East
India Company had had a chaplain for the Factory, though the
office was then vacant. The churches of the United States
had not sent to that land any Christian minister, either for the
heathen, or for their own people. At Canton, the sound of the
gospel was occasionally heard publicly in English, and privately
in Chinese. At Whampoa, the port of Canton, eleven miles dis
tant, the Bethel flag had been hoisted a few times that season
by an American captain, and some of the English captains also
read prayers on board their vessels. About two thousand sea
men, who understand the English language, visited Whampoa
annually, of whom, on an average, about two hundred die.
He says that no obstacles existed in the way of preaching in
English. ૺIn reference to the heathen, there exist political
difficulties in China. Its government forbids its subjects to re
ceive the Christian religion; and punishes those who do, by
scourging, transportation, or death, according to the degree of

zeal and influence which the accused may possess and manifest

in the cause. A missionary to China can therefore only, after

he has acquired the language, teach in private, and write Chris
tian books in the Chinese language.ૻ He closes with an ani
mated statement of the vast field opened for labors through the
written language of China.
The correspondence was continued on the part of one of the

Christian merchants mentioned above; and there was also a cor
respondence between the Prudential Committee and the Ameri
can Seamen's Friend Society. In the year 1829, the Rev. E.

C. Bridgman was appointed a missionary of the Board to the
Chinese ; and the Rev. David Abeel was appointed, by the
American Seamen's Friend Society, a chaplain to the seamen

in the port of Canton; but with the understanding by all con
cerned, that, after a year, he should be at liberty to come into
connection with the Board as a missionary to the Chinese.
Both of these brethren went out that same year, and reached

Canton Feb. 25, 1830. Mr. Abeel, having labored a year ac
ceptably as a preacher to seamen, became a missionary of the
Board, and made a voyage of exploration to Java, Singapore,
and Siam. He went twice to Bangkok, and may be said to

have commenced the mission there. The ૺChinese Repos
itory,ૻ a monthly publication, was commenced at Canton, in

May, 1831, thus carrying out one of the proposals of the origi
nal projectors of the mission. It has been from the first edited

in great measure by Mr. Bridgman, and is now on the XVIth
volume. The leading object of the work has been to diffuse
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FUH-CHAU MISSION.

FUH-ch AU.૲Stephen Johnson, Lyman B. Peet, Missionaries; Mrs. Peet.

(1 station; 2 missionaries, and 1 female assistant missionary;-total 3.)

It was mentioned in the last Report, that the Committee had
authorized Messrs. Johnson and Peet to remove from Siam to
China. They arrived at Canton on the 2d of October, but
with their attention directed to the Fuh-kien province, farther
north. Mr. Johnson, not having a family, left on the 23d of
the following month for Fuh-chau, the capital of Fuh-kien,
and the next free port north of Amoy. He was obliged to go
from Hongkong to Fuh-chau in an opium vessel, or not go at
all. At Amoy, which he reached December 19th, he found
the dialect spoken to be essentially the same as the one he had
studied in Siam. Leaving Amoy on the 22d of December, Mr.
Johnson arrived at the mouth of the river Min, thirty miles
from Fuh-chau, on the first day of the present year. The
narrative will be continued in his own language.

ૺOn the morning of January 2, I proceeded up the river to Fuh-chau,
which I reached about two o'clock in the afternoon. The river Min, on the
north side of which the main part of the city lies, runs between two lofty
ridges of mountains, which extend from a long distance above the city to its

entrance into the ocean, their bases, most of the way, reaching even to the
margin of this noble stream. The scenery of the Hudson is confessedly
beautiful and sublime; but in point of beauty, grandeur and sublimity, that

of the Min is
,

in my opinion, greatly superior. At many points these moun
tains are improved nearly to their summits, the cultivated spots being vast
gardens, with terraces rising one above another, almost to the region of the
clouds.
ૺAs we approached Fuh-chau, the mountains, especially on the north

bank, recede from the river, enclosing between them an immense plain of

great fertility, which forms the site of this large city. This plain, through
which peacefully winds the noble Min in conjunction with the majestic
mountains nearly encircling it, constitutes a vast natural ampitheatre, in

comparison with which the proudest ampitheatres of human construction
dwindle into insignificance. On this plain are several lofty hills, from which
the prospect is beautiful, grand and impressive, perhaps beyond any thing I

have ever seen elsewhere. What a happy people this might be, if illumined
and sanctified by the glorious gospel ! But I am the only Protestant mis
sionary in this field, a stranger as yet to their prevailing language, and the
name of Jesus has scarcely been heard by one in ten thousand of its inhabi
tants, and then only from the lips of the Roman Catholic missionary.
ૺOn my arrival I went immediately to the residence of the British Consul,

R. B. Jackson, Esquire, to whom I had letters, and by whom I was politely
received. From my landing place to his residence, the distance is about
three miles, the greater part of it being one continuous, crowded street, from
five to six feet in width. The Consul૷s residence is just within the city
walls, on a lofty eminence, commanding a prospect of the city and surround
ing country of surpassing grandeur and beauty.

16*
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A recent and very intelligent author, who has visited Fuh
chau, estimates the population at 600,000. The walls are
eight miles and a half in circuit, and nearly the whole space
enclosed by them is occupied by buildings.ૻ
Mr. and Mrs. Peet proceeded to Amoy, with some expecta

tion of remaining there, agreeably to the earnest desire of Mr.
Pohlman. The Committee, however, have recommended their
joining Mr. Johnson at Fuh-chau.
The latest date from Mr. Johnson is April 10th. The events

and prospects up to that time continued favorable.

INDIAN ARCHIPELAGO.
BORNEO MISSION.

PontiANAk.૲William Youngblood, Missionary; Mrs. Youngblood.

KARANGAN.૲William H. Steele, Missionary.

Absent.૲Frederick B. Thomson, Missionary.

(2 stations; 3 missionaries, and 1 female assistant missionary;-total, 4.)

The letter from this mission, from which the report made
concerning it a year ago was of necessity almost wholly com
piled, did injustice to the habitual feelings of the mission, and
led the Committee to give them permission to go to certain
other fields, in case they desired so to do. The Committee
have been glad to learn that nothing was farther from the
thoughts of the brethren, than a removal, and that in al

l
their

breasts hope is the preponderating principle. The Committee,
therefore, bid these self-denying brethren God-speed in the con
tinued prosecution of their enterprise, with the belief that in

due season they will reap if they faint not. But it is needful
that the mission be speedily reinforced; and it would be worth
while for the whole body of the Reformed Dutch Church, to

which this mission looks for its laborers, to unite earnestly in

the prayer, that the Lord of the harvest will be pleased to send
forth more laborers. One of the first and chief duties of Mr.
Thomson, on his arrival in this country for a short visit, should
Providence bring him safely home, will be to look for the men
wherever there is the prospect of finding them. It is desirable
that three ordained missionaries, a physician, perhaps a teacher,
and certainly a printer, should accompany Mr. Thomson on his
return to Borneo. They will not be detained long, if at all, at

Batavia; and should they be detained there for a year, the
climate in the vicinity of the city is healthy. That of Karan

* See the Rev. George Smith's Narrotire of an Exploratory Visit to China, lately pub
lished in London, for the best account of Fuh-chau.
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Brought forward, S68,34967

Mission to the Nestorians of Persia.
Remittances, purchases, &c. - - - - . 2,861 56

Outfit and expenses of Mr. and Mrs. Cochran, . - - 423 41

0. o. Miss Rice, - - - - 292 28

Passage of Mr. and Mrs. Cochran and Miss Rice from Boston to Smyrna,300 00
Expenses of Mr. Holladay, - - - - - 117 00 -

Passage of Mr. Breath from Smyrna to Boston, . - - 100 00૱4,094.25

Bombay Mission.
The expenses of this mission have been defrayed by previous remittances

and avails of the press.

Ahmednuggur Mission.
Remittances and purchases, - - - - . 18,025 60

Outfit and expenses of Mr. and Mrs. Burgess, . - - 279 34

}o Mr. and Mrs. Hazen. 243 07

Passage of Mr. and Mrs. Burgess and Mr. and Mrs. Haien from
Boston to Bombay, . - - - - - 1,000 00૱19,548 Ol

Madras Mission.
Remittances, drafts and purchases, - - 5,204 45

Outfit and family expenses of Dr. Scudder, - - - 909 00

Passage of Dr. and Mrs. Scudder, and two daughters from Bos
ton to Madras, - - - - - - 787 50૱6,900 35

Madura Mission.

Remittances and purchases, - - - - . 30,641 49

Outfit and expenses of Mr. and Mrs. Chandler, - - 355 56

Mr. and Mrs. Ford, 540 67Do. - - -

Passage of Mr. Chandler and Mr. Ford and their wives from
Boston to Madras, . - - - - - 900 00

Expenses of Mr. Crane and family, - - - - 1,175 00

Outfit of Mr. Little, - - - - - - 216 20૱33,828 92

Ceylon Mission.
Remittances, drafts and purchases, - - - , 26,108 97

Outfit and expenses of Mr. and Mrs. Spaulding, . - - 677 29

Do. Mr. and Mrs. W. W. Scudder, . - 644 00

Do. Mr. Hastings, . - - 260 5.1

Do. Dr. Green, - - - - 499 75

Passage of Mr. Spaulding and Mr. Scudder and their wives, and
Mr. Hastings from Boston to Madras, - - - 1,125 00

Do. of Dr. Green, ૺ -- -- - - - 300 00

Expenses of Mr. Hutchings and family, - - - 835 00૱30,500 52

Mission to Siam.

Remittances and purchases, - - - - - 4,815 78

Expenses of Mrs. Robinson and family, . - - - 217 37૱5,033 15

Canton Mission.
Remittances, purchases, &c. - - - - - 9,850 41
Expenses of Mr. Williams, - - - - - 290 00

Do. Mr. Tracy, . - - - - - 200 00૱10,340 41

Amoy Mission.
Remittances, purchases, &c., - - - - - 3,797 24

Outfit and expenses of Mr. and Mrs. Doty, - - - 893 00
I)o, Mr.Talmage, - - - - 396 45

Passage of Mr. and Mrs. Doty and Mr. Talmage from Boston to
Canton, - - - - - - - 675 00૱5,761 69

Carried forward, 8184.357 57


