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One very encouraging fact is the spreading influence of the gospel among
ૺthe masses.ૻ To their wants it is eminently adapted; and they, ૺthe com
mon people,ૻ have been always the first class, in any nation, to ૺhear it
gladly.ૻ On the score of learning and affluence and general influence, the
many are often far inferior in importance to the few. But in reference
to the ultimate salvation of the soul, all are on the same footing ; and the
great question is

,

how many can be saved ?. In this respect, then, the Ceylon
mission affords occasion for devout thanksgivings to the God of missions.

It is an undeniable fact, that in connection with this mission infidelity has,

of late, seemed to be increasing. Evidently, however, it is only development
and not actual augmentation. When pagan nations are evangelized by the
combined influences of education and Christianity, with a certain class of

temperaments, the intellectual will always be carried in advance of the
heart. Multitudes will begin by renouncing paganism, without immediately
embracing anything in its stead. They are no more infidels in relation to

the gospel, than they were before; and your committee can, therefore, regard
the fact in question, as only an indirect evidence of the progress which the
truth is certainly making at Ceylon.

In respect to the Madras and Madura missions, the most striking fact is

the conflict now going on between Christianity and caste. With the very
genius and power of caste, Christianity is evidently coming into closer and
closer antagonism. The idea, that all Christians may not meet at the same
communion table, merely because of such factitious repellencies as caste
creates, would defeat the very design of Christianity.
Your committee confidently hope, that the resistance, by gospel means, to

the whole system of caste, so unnatural and unchristian as that system is
,

will not cease or be relaxed, till it is universally overthrown. At the same
time, the friends of missions should expect that the destruction of a system,
thus woven into the very fabric of society, will temporarily throw off large
numbers of nominal converts and friends, who had never been detached from
paganism by the power of a new and inward life.

The committee on Siam, China and Borneo say, in relation to the
first of these missions:

During the past year, the missionary relation of Messrs. Bradley and Cas
well to the Board has been dissolved. The causes which led to this dissolu
tion, and the course of the Prudential Committee in relation to it, are fully
stated in the Report. On a careful consideration of these, your committee
have been brought unanimously and fully to approve the action of the Pru
dential Committee. In 1845, some of the members of the Siam mission
brought to the notice of the Committee the change of views adopted and
zealously advocated by Messrs. Bradley and Caswell, on the subject of sin
less perfection in this life, and the unhappy influence which this had exerted
upon the good feeling and union of the mission, for three or four years, and
assuming continually a more serious aspect. At the same time a letter was
received from Mr. Caswell, in which he confessed his change of views, and
remarked, ૺI know that in one sense I have forfeited my claim on the
American Board of Commissioners for Foreign Missions for support. I have
entertained views which I did not hold when I entered its employ, and
which, by most of the patrons of the Board, are considered at variance with
the teachings of the Bible. So far as it relates to any rights of mine as an

individual, the Board might withdraw its support without any farther con
sideration of the subject.ૻ He, however, deprecated such a result. About
the same time, Doct. Bradley sent a communication embodying his views
touching the doctrine of sanctification in this life, in nineteen articles, and,
shortly after, a supplementary statement. The subject was now brought
before the Prudential Committee. Their course, and the character and spirit
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of the correspondence of the Secretary, bring to your committee the strong

conviction of the forbearance and kindness evinced by them while seeking
to be faithful to the trust committed to them.
It is plainly of the highest importance, that any radical departure from th

e

truths in which the patrons of the Board are united, and forming the basis on

which it is constituted, should be vigilantly marked; and, if fully avowed
and persisted in

,

such departure must involve the dissolution of the missionary
relation. The correspondence shows the desire that a healing and restoring

influence might be induced, and that the brethren, if they should desist from
controversy, and devote themselves exclusively and cordially to their mis
sionary work, would experience such healing and restoring influence. In

this the Prudential Committee were disappointed. The evils from this source
continued and increased, impairing not only the harmony and efficiency of

the mission, but threatening its existence. It was not till after the return of

Doct. Bradley to America, and after signifying his change of views on th
e

subject of baptism that, at the request of Doct. B., the missionary relation was
dissolved.
Your committee are entirely satisfied with the course of the Prudential

Committee, and deem their faithfulness exercised with great forbearance and
kindness. The confidence is entertained, that they will ever sedulously
guard those truths in which the patrons of this Board are united, in connec
tion with the great work of missions, ૺthe preaching of the gospel.ૻ
The Prudential Committee state that ૺthey are notable to decide, at present,

what is the duty of the Board in respect to the continuance of this mission.ૻ
The mission now consists of but one missionary and his wife. The Board of

Missions of the Presbyterian Church have a mission in the same field.
Your committee are of the opinion, that it would best subserve the interests

of the cause of missions to relinquish the mission in Siam, and strengthen
missionary stations in other fields, or institute new ones. They, therefore,
recommend to the Board, that they authorize the Prudential Committee, if, in

view of al
l circumstances, they shall deem it expedient, to relinquish th
e

missionary station at Siam.

Of another of these missions the same committee say:

The mission in Borneo, which, for some time, has been feeble, and has
needed reinforcement in numbers, has, during the year past, been visited
with affliction by death and ill health among its members. The death of Mr.
Thomson, whose return to America, it was hoped, would prove serviceable

to the interests of the mission, by reinforcing its strength, the ill health of

Mr. and Mrs. Youngblood, and the loss of Mr. Steele's health, who was
laboring, solitary, in a most devoted spirit, render it probable that before this
time missionary operations in Borneo are, for the present, broken up

.

This
mission was formed under the auspices of the Reformed Dutch Church,
shortly after the arrangement with the American Board for conducting their
missions. Netherlands India was selected by the Reformed Dutch Church,

in the hope that affinity with the Reformed Church of Holland, in descent and

in common standards, would procure, perhaps, peculiar facilities and advan
tages for prosecuting the work of missions. This hope was disappointed;
and the exclusive governmental policy interposed, at first, hinderances and de

lays; and, at last, the field allowed was limited to Borneo. The missionaries,

who had previously pursued the study of the Chinese language, soon after
wards were transferred, at their own desire, to China. The previous reports

of the Board exhibit the faithful labors, the heavy trials by sickness and
death, and the very devoted spirit of the small missionary band in Borneo,
The appeals for missionary aid, it is to be regretted, were not responded to

in the Reformed Dutch Church; yet, with unfailing faith and strong attach
ment, they zealously cleaved to Borneo as their missionary home. Though

* *
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Printing.

The printing reported for the year 1847 is as follows:
Pages of Scripture, - - - - - - 1,108,000
Pages of Tracts, - - - - - - - 2,705,800
Other printing, - - - - - - - 2,480,000

. . . 6,293,800

Whole number from the beginning, - . . 138,022,298
Whole number of pages, - -

The mission conclude their report for the year with the fol
lowing remarks upon a topic of commanding importance.

We are anxiously waiting for the time, when in distinct though small
communities, throughout the province, rooted and grounded in the faith, our
native church will no longer look to us for temporal aid; when those of them
worthy to be employed as preachers, catechists and schoolmasters, shall be
directly responsible to the community they serve, and from whom they re
ceive their support. We are not without indications that that hour is on the
advance. This object, as the end of our plans and labors, we are bringing
before our churches; and every year the progress of events is better ena
bling them to appreciate this feature of true Christianity; while some, we
confidently hope, are beginning to feel that they must gird themselves to
meet the responsibilities devolved upon them by their profession of the reli
gion of Christ. We see them slow of heart to trust the promises of God;
and in many of them, we discover an unwillingness to make sacrifices fos
the honor of Christ. We ought, however, in justice to admit that their posi
tion is a most trying one ; as the existence of professed followers of Christ,
either as individuals, or as families, maintaining a godly walk and conversa
tion, is not tolerated by the heathen, save as it brings to the family and its
connections important pecuniary advantages. However, it is plainly our duty
to ૺspeak to the people that they go forward.ૻ The God of al

l grace, we
trust, will show his people, in his own good time, the way, and strengthen
them to walk in it.

EASTERN ASIA.

- SIAM MISSION.

BANGKok.-Asa Hemenway, Missionary; Mrs. Lucia H
.

Hemenway.

The Missionary Herald for January, 1848, contains an instruc
tive account of the atheistical character and influence of Budhism

as it exists in Siam, extracted from the report of the mission for
1846. In February, 1847, the mission was reduced to two
families by the return of Doct. Bradley to this country. Messrs.

18
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Caswell and Hemenway were diligent in preaching, but fo
r

a

time they were the only evangelical preachers in the nation.

In a country where so many of the natives are able to read, th
e

distribution of books is closely connected with the preaching.

ૺWe think,ૻ say the brethren, ૺthat we have had much en

couragement in this branch of labor during the year, perhaps

more than has been had in past years. We have watched th
e

indications of Providence, and endeavored to meet the wants of

the people in this respect, so far as we have known them.

There has evidently been an increasing desire after books
during the last six months, which gives indication that th

e

Siamese mind, so stupid and indifferent to every thing but that
which is transpiring to-day, is beginning to show signs of

waking up to attend to the solemn and all-important truths re

vealed by God's holy word. Many, and particularly the youth

in and out of the wats nearest our station, have read al
l

O
ur

smaller books with so much care as to be able to give, in most
cases, a correct account of what they have read, and some have

read many of our larger ones. Could the Committee have
heard, even a small part of the recitals of the books read by th

e

youth, which we have heard, we feel that they would be

greatly encouraged to continue and sustain their mission to th
e

Siamese, and would be ready to bid us go on and prosper in

this work of endeavoring to supply them with suitable and use.

ful books.ૻ They proceed as follows:

We have distributed books at our houses daily, at the tract house and other
preaching places periodically, and often standing by the wayside, or in fami.
lies. We have also threaded the canals in and around Bangkok fo

r

this pur.
pose, when the season was such and other labors would admit of our engag:
ing in this work. We have also been aided by Rev. Mr. Mattoon of

the Presbyterian mission, who, with his associates, have resided at ou
r

station since they arrived here in March last. He has distributed O
ur

books to many of the wats in the city during the summer months, when it

was not convenient for us to visit them, and has thus rendered important

service to our mission as well as improved himself in speaking the Siamese.
Only two tours have been made into the country for this purpose, and both

in the early part of the year. One was taken by Mr. Caswell alone, and on
e

by him accompanied by Rev. Mr. Mattoon. From both he returned much
encouraged by what of desire for books he saw on the part of th

e

people,

Of the larger books which we had on hand at the beginning of the year, w
e

have distributed comparatively few. In the making of new ones, w
e

have
aimed to make them of such a size as to be suitable to give to the great mass

of the people. We are inclined to believe that a small book well read, will
prove far more profitable for making known the truth, than a large one bu

t

half read and that in a careless and indifferent manner. Hence the majority

of books which we have published this year, have been small, and having
been called for and read with much interest, there has been less necessity

for distributing our large ones. We think there is a growing interest in

books among this people, and that those who are the most interested in them
are the most ૾૾ listeners to the oral preaching of the gospel. We
think also, that among the youth there are many who are forming a taste fo

r
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reading, which will be of great service to them hereafter, by preparing them
to read and study the word of God as it shall be translated into the Siamese
tongue. The stories of Joseph, Moses, Elijah, and Jonah are doing much
toward forming this taste for reading, and other books and tracts of a small
size, are also read by them with a good degree of interest.

The printing reported for the year 1847, is as follows:

Volumes, - - - - - - - 1,000
Tracts, . - - - - - - - 33.944
Pages, . - - - - - - . 1,099,445
Pages from the beginning, . . . . 11,600,813

ૺOurs,ૻ say the brethren, ૺhas been the only press worked
in the kingdom for the spread of evangelical principles and the
promotion of true Christianity, if we except that of the Baptist
mission, which has printed very little, in consequence of the
absence of Mr. Jones. It is matter of devout thankfulness with
us, that while the Siamese have not been able to get a supply
of books at other places, we have had health and strength to
prepare and print them fast enough to meet the demand for
them.ૻ

Partial statements having gone abroad extensively with re
spect to the dissolution of Messrs. Bradley and Caswell's con
nection with the Board, the Committee will probably be ex
pected here to present to the Board a summary view of the
case.

The first positive intimation received by the Prudential
Committee of the existence of divided views and feelings in the
mission, was in the year 1845. This information came in a
letter from a member of the mission, and the statement was,

that Messrs. Bradley and Caswell had adopted and zealously
advocated peculiar views on the subject of sinless perfection in
this life, that the consequences of this upon the good feeling

and union of the mission had been unhappy, and that the case

had been gradually assuming a more serious aspect for the four
years past. This letter was dated March 24, 1845, and appears
to have been shown to the two brethren. A letter was at the

same time received from Mr. Caswell, dated April 1, 1845, in
which he freely confessed a change in his religious views: ૺI
know,ૻ he remarked, ૺthat in one sense I have forfeited my

claim on the American Board of Commissioners for Foreign
Missions for support. I have entertained views which I
did not hold when I entered it

s employ, and which by
most o
f

the patrons o
f

the Board are considered a
t variance

with the teachings o
f

the Bible. So far a
s

relates to any
rights o
f

mine a
s a
n individual, the Board might withdraw
its support, I suppose, without any farther consideration o

f

the
subject.ૻ Mr. Caswell, however, deprecated such a result.
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Doct. Bradley wrote April 24th, embodying his ૺviews touch
ing the doctrine of sanctification in this lifeૻ in nineteen arti
cles; and in the month following he made a supplementary

statement. In the same month, another member of the mis
sion wrote, declaring that a great breach had been made in th

e

mission by the controversy on the subject of ૺperfectionism,ૻ
which would not be healed till the controversy should cease;

that in consequence of it, the mission was much divided and
distracted.

In the latter part of the autumn, 1845, the case came before

the Prudential Committee, and was made the subject of free
conference; but without any formal action. It was understood

that the Secretary having charge of the foreign correspondence

should avail himself of the views elicited in the conference,

and write to the Siam mission freely on the subject. This he

did under date of Dec. 4, 1845.

It will perhaps be the desire of the Board that the material
portions of this letter should be laid before them, and th

e

ſo
l

lowing passages are extracted. They will show the manner

in which the case was treated in its earlier stages of develop.
Inent.
ૺThe practical error, (for such I regard it,) which has given

rise to this correspondence, is one that has fallen more or less
under our personal observation; and, with us in New England,

it has assumed different aspects, according to the character of

the individual, and the circumstances in which he was placed.
Here, perfectionism is not, practically, the same thing among

the Methodists, that it has been among the churches of ou
r

connection, within the circle of our observation. In whatever
manner the doctrine may have been stated by its champions,

it has exerted a very mischievous influence among us
.

This

is a fact beyond question among intelligent men, who have
been in situations favorable to observation. But the cause

may not be so obvious and certain. Perhaps our people

have not received the doctrine in the same theoretical view

as the Methodists have ; or, what is quite probable, they have
been carried away by this one idea, allowing it to exert an

absorbing influence, and thus to prove fatal to a well balanced
view of the facts in the gospel, and so to have the effect of a

permicious heresy. At any rate, judging by the fruits, (the rule
prescribed by our Savior,) we have had, here in New England,
much reason to regard the prevalence of the doctrine with ap

prehension and sorrow. In al
l

the instances I have personally
known, Christians have, for the time, been rendered less esti
mable as Christians, and less useful as church members,

ૺYou must not understand me as saying these things to re

flect on the brethren in your mission, who have been supposed



1848.] SIAM. 209

to be what is called perfectionists; but in order that you may
perceive from what point of view we contemplate the subject,

ૺThe letters above acknowledged were the first to give us
any distinct intimation of a divided opinion among you on doc
trinal subjects. The case is

,

therefore, too recent, so far a
s

the

Committee is concerned, for decisive action o
n

their part. Two

o
f

the brethren o
f

the mission have, indeed, avowed to u
s
a

change in their religious views. One admits, that h
e

entertains
views, which h

e
did not when h

e

entered the employ o
f

the
Board, and which, by most o

f

the patrons o
f

the Board, are
considered a

t

variance with the teachings o
f

the Bible; and
that, in this sense, h

e

has forfeited his claim for support from
the Treasury o

f

the Board, which might b
e withdrawn from

him without any farther consideration o
f

the subject. But the
Committee have too high a

n esteem for these brethren to

proceed in this summary manner. They have hope, too, that,

૲as it has been among good men here a
t home, the diverg

ing lines will soon begin to converge until they become one
again. If

,

indeed, we could suppose that results would appear,

in any o
f your members, similar to those we have seen so un

happily exemplified in some parts o
f

New England;૲should

the idea o
f

sinless perfection become absorbing, fanatical, cen
sorious, disorderly, destructive o

f brotherly love in the hearts o
f

it
s professors, lowering down the standard o
f

the divine law,
and substituting a

n unreflecting, joyous self-approbation for a
n

enlarged and active benevolence;૲then upon such things
being made evident to the mission, the Committee would feel

bound to recall such, a
s being n
o longer the proper recipients

o
f

the funds committed to their disposal. And the Committee
may feel bound to act, even with much less than this.
ૺYou will perceive, however, that the mission, a

s such, has
not yet made any communication to the Committee concerning

these brethren; nor d
o

we find that it has taken any action, a
s

a mission, in the case;૲as it is in duty bound to do, if any o
f

its members have fallen into serious errors, whether doctrinal

o
r practical, and the suitable private steps have been taken with

them in vain. The mission, not being a
n

ecclesiastical body,
(technically speaking,) it cannot depose o

r

silence a minister o
f

the gospel, a
s such, nor can it excommunicate one o
f

its mem
bers from the church ; but it can go, a

s thoroughly a
s any ec

clesiastical body, into a consideration o
f

the views and conduct

o
f any o
f

it
s members, whether clerical o
r lay, in order to de

termine whether it is proper to apply the funds to his support.
Every member o
f

the mission is responsible to his mission, in

respect to his competency and faithfulness a
s a missionary.
The mission cannot dissolve his connection with the Board,

but they can g
o thoroughly into his case, and then refer it to*
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the Prudential Committee, with the facts. If the case be fla
grant, demanding immediate action, they can suspend him from
the mission, until the action of the Prudential Committee can

be had ; and if he refuse to conform to the vote of the mission,

they can withhold his salary. If he regard himself as aggriev
ed, he is of course at liberty to refer his case to the Prudential
Committee,

ૺNow if you believe there is a case among you demanding

the interference of the Prudential Committee, the mission, as

such, ought to take it up, and if they do not succeed in recov
ering the erring member, or members, it is for the mission to

see that the case go home in a state for intelligent action on

the part of the Committee. At the same time it is and has

been proper for individual members to write us on the subject,

૲feeling bound in conscience to do so, and giving the other
party due notice (as appears to have been done) of what they
intended to do.

ૺBefore any steps of this sort are taken, I would suggest,

whether, for the present, a
ll controversy, o
n both sides, should

not cease entirely, and, a
s

far a
s possible, a
ll irritating causes;

and brethren determine to know nothing but Christ and him
crucified, and to give themselves renewedly and more devotedly

to efforts for saving the souls o
f

the poor heathen around. The
effects o

f

this course can hardly b
e bad; and they may b
e very

salutary o
n all your minds.

ૺBut the distance o
f your mission from us, and the time it

takes to exchange letters on that account, are such, that I must
say,+If your hopes are disappointed, and causes o

f

division

and scandal, in the opinion o
f

the mission o
f

serious magnitude,

exist, then we shall expect to b
e fully informed, a
s I have a
l

ready said. Only let a
n intelligent principle o
f

Christian char
ity actuate your counsels, and le

t

n
o polemic acrimony affect

your proceedings. Let the views which govern you b
e

a
s

much a
s possible practical. It is a great thing to sacrifice the

usefulness o
f
a good man for life. Let brethren allure one

another into and along the paths o
f

truth. Controversy ill be
comes a mission and missionaries. I do not mean, however,

that you should a
t

a
ll

shut your eyes upon the serious errors

into which your brethren may fall. If errors that tend to par
alyze the usefulness o
f
a mission, cannot b
e

removed in one
way, they must o
f

course b
e removed in another. I entreat
you a

ll
to watch over your own selves, and over each other,

with godly jealousy. Let the brethren who have adopted new
views, b

e not too confident that those views are not, after all,

erroneous in some important respects. Let the others b
e

sure

that they put a candid construction upon the language used b
y
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those brethren, and that they do not make the case worse, in
their apprehension of it, than it really is

.

ૺThe Committee regard the very existence of your mission
as placed in peril by this new cause of alienation among breth

ren, if it should continue to excite feeling and controversy. We
shall keep our eyes upon it, and wish to know, from time to

time, how the matter stands. Perhaps the information had
better come from the mission ; the minority giving their own
views, if not concurrent with those communicated in behalf of

the mission.ૻ
After the letter had been sent, from which the above quota

tions are made, one was received from still another member of

the mission, dated July 24, 1845, in which he affirmed, that
for about four years, Messrs. Bradley and Caswell had more or

less frequently advocated the doctrine of perfectionism ૺin
some of its peculiar featuresૻ at their religious Sabbath ser
vice in English ; that their sermons on these occasions ૺwere
generally more or less spiced with it;ૻ and even that the
prayer meetings of the mission were ૺsometimes made seasons

of unpleasant discussion on this subject; and in some instances
such denunciatory expressions had been dropped by these
brethren, that some of the brethren holding the common views
thought it best to withdraw from the meeting in one or two in
stances.ૻ This letter was read in Committee in February,
1846, and the following minute of proceedings at that meeting

is extracted from the Records, viz.:-" After the reading of a
letter from Mr. Robinson of the Siam mission, dated July 24th,
the Committee were unanimously of the opinion that Messrs.
Robinson and Hemenway, of that mission, should have leave

to remove to the Sandwich Islands mission, and that Messrs.
Johnson and Peet should have leave to remove to the mission

in China.ૻ In relation to Messrs. Caswell and Bradley, it

seemed advisable to await the result of the letter of Dec. 4th.
These proceedings were immediately forwarded to the mission,
and in consequence of them Messrs. Johnson and Peet removed

to China. Mr. Robinson's health obliged him to embark for
the United States, and he died on the passage. Mr. Hemen
way, a brother-in-law of Mr. Caswell, decided to remain, with
the hope of seeing a change for the better.
No answer from the mission, as such, was received to the

letter from the Committee. Mr. Robinson was absent when it

reached Bangkok. Mr. Hemenway thought that the case was
already brought fully before the Committee. Messrs. Johnson
and Peet had not yet sailed for China, and they stated that,
though the subject of perfectionism had been dropped on both
sides, for a considerable time, as unfavorable to their spiritual
interests; and though there had been apparently a better state



212 -
SIAM, [Report,

of feeling towards each other as a consequence of this, and a
better preparation of mind for their work among the heathen ;
yet the position of both parties was painful and embarrassing,
and fitted to detract from their confidence in each other as
Christian teachers, and from that free and unembarrassed ex
pression of opinion, which is so essential to Christian liberty
and to a vigorous and manly piety.
Mr. Caswell and Doct. Bradley each wrote to the Committee,

in reply, at great length.
-

The Committee reserved their judgment for nearly two years
from the first announcement to them of this interrupted har
mony of the mission. On the 26th of January, 1847, they
adopted the report of a sub-committee on the subject, which
concludes with the following remarks:
ૺOn the whole, the sub-committee cannot doubt that these

two brethren, Messrs. Bradley and Caswell, have suffered them
selves to be led into speculations, and the adoption of views,
on the subject of the Christian's sanctification in this life, which
are greatly to be lamented. Such speculations and views would
doubtless occasion the utmost disquiet, if introduced into any
other mission under the care of this Board ; and were the Siam
mission to be reinforced, they would be almost sure to occasion
disquietude and alienation among the new missionaries; and
perhaps it may be added, that they would occasion uneasiness
in any one of the churches of this country, which, as churches,
help to sustain the missions connected with the Board. Were
a candidate for employment as a missionary to write on these
subjects as those brethren have done, the sub-committee believe
it would prevent and ought to prevent his appointment by the
Prudential Committee, as a missionary. Possibly the views of
Messrs. Bradley and Caswell have been misapprehended ; and
in cases of this sort it is always found difficult to demonstrate
the precise nature of the opinions entertained. Still there may
not be the least doubt of their existence, nor of their injurious
tendency and influence. The sub-committee are of the opin
ion, that missionaries entertaining sentiments such as appear to
be held by Messrs. Bradley and Caswell, so much at variance
with those held by them when they became connected with
the Board, ought not, if they retain such views, to remain in
connection with the Board.ૻ
Doct. Bradley arrived in this country in August of the last

year, and immediately communicated to the Prudential Com
mittee the fact, that, during his homeward voyage, he had be
come unsettled in his belief of the validity of Infant Baptism.
And before an interview with the Committee became practica
ble, the following emphatic expression of opinion was received
from Mr. Hemenway, dated June 1, 1847:
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I have had a very strong desire that your mission to this people should be
continued, and this has led me to hope against hope, that these peculiar views
would be dropped so far as to avoid introducing them into our religious meet
ings. But from what I have seen the last year, and what I know of the feel
ings of these brethren, I cannot doubt that controversy would be renewed
here, should any join our mission while they are still members of it

. They
read with avidity the Oberlin Evangelist and every work they can get which
sets forth the same o

r

similar views with that school. Is it probable, there
fore, that they will think it their duty to b

e silent? I d
o

not wish to b
e un

derstood a
s desiring their removal from the field; for I think they may b
e

useful here; but if b
y

themselves, they will b
e free to act according to their

convictions o
f duty, and your mission will b
e

freed from a burden which has
long hung heavily upon it

. It would then b
e separated from the .#o

f feeling that it must oppose those views, and it
s

members might labor w
i

more lively hope o
f

success. Oh, if Messrs. Bradley and Caswell, instead

o
f turning reformers to convert their brethren, had kept their minds wholly

engrossed in missionary labors, harmony might now have prevailed among
us, and we have been a prosperous mission.

The Committee were a
t length convinced that, with the two

brethren retaining their peculiar states o
f

mind and remaining

in the mission, it would not b
e possible much longer to keep

the mission in existence. The case was by n
o

means one o
f

mere doctrinal errors. It was not even necessary to determine
precisely what were the new views embraced by those breth
ren. There was no doubt that they regarded themselves a

s

having different views from those they had entertained when
they were appointed to their mission, and from those o

f
their

brethren in the mission; and o
n
a subject, too, which they

themselves believed to b
e o
f

the highest practical importance;

that they were zealous in propagating these opinions among

their brethren o
f

the mission; and that the effect upon the
minds o

f

a
ll

their associates was extremely unhappy, till a
t

length it had become impossible to keep the mission amicably

and prosperously together, o
r

to reinforce it with a prospect o
f

unity and success. Added to all this, in respect to Doct. Brad
ley, was his change o

f

views o
n the subject o
f

Infant Baptism.
The Prudential Committee would not be understood as call

ing in question the piety o
f

these brethren, nor a
s desiring to

diminish the force o
f aught that has been said in commenda

tion o
f

them in former Reports. And their personal intercourse
with Doct. Bradley, since his return home, has been entirely

fraternal. It has resulted in his asking, for himself and Mr.
Caswell, a release from their connection with the Board, which
has been granted.

The Committee are not able to decide, a
t present, what is

the duty o
f

the Board in respect to the continuance o
f

this
In1SS10n.
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ing, and a conference preparatory to the communion is held
monthly, on the Saturday preceding. This last exercise has
been peculiarly interesting, on account of the clear exhibition
it has afforded of the workings of divine grace in the hearts of
the native communicants.

THE CHURCH,

Last year, the baptism of two old men, the first fruits of the
mission, was recorded. Mr. Pohlman, in his letter of Decem
ber, says:૲

The two old disciples have maintained a good profession; and to them has
been added a third member, who has been already referred to as a ૺnative
evangelist.ૻ U-teng-eng, or as he is called here, Teacher U, is one of the
first fruits of the mission to Siam, and joined us as a native helper on the 1st
of March last. As already intimated he is a native of Canton province, and,
at the age of twenty-one, left his home to seek his fortune abroad. At
Bangkok he was brought into contact with the truth as it is in Jesus, and
entertained a hope of pardon. It is nearly four years since he made a pro
fession of religion, and he is now about thirty years of age. As his mental
abilities are rather superior, and he speaks the Amoy dialect intelligibly, our
constant prayer is that he may be sanctified and prepared for eminent useful
ness as a preacher of the gospel to his fellow countrymen. This young con
vert should be especially remembered of God's people in their prayers for the
salvation of China.

Mr. Doty's letter of March last mentions that there had been
still farther additions to this little flock, but the particular facts
are not given.

FUH-CHAU M1SSION.

Fuh-cuAv.૱Stephen Johnson, Lyman B. Peet, Seneca Cummings, Caleb C. Baldwin,
William L. Richards, Missionaries; Mrs. Rebecca C. Peet, Mrs. Abigail M. Cummings,
Mrs. Harriet F. Baldwin.

(1 station; 5 missionaries, and 3 female assistant missionaries; total, 8.)

Mr. and Mrs. Peet arrived from Amoy on the 6th of Septem
ber. At the time of their arrival, the health of Mrs. Peet was
feeble ; but it afterwards improved, and in January was
considered better than at any previous time for two years.
On the 11th of November, the Rev. Seneca Cummings

and wife, Rev. Caleb C. Baldwin and wife, and Rev. William
L. Richards, sailed from Philadelphia, in the ship Valparaiso,
Capt. Lockwood, for Hongkong, on their way to join this
mission. Mr. Richards is a son of Rev. William Richards,
late of the Sandwich Islands mission. They arrived at Hong
kong, March 25th, and are understood to have proceeded
immediately to Fuh-chau.
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The labors of this mission, as yet, have been almost wholly
preparatory. Much information has been collected with respect
to the city and the surrounding region, the substance of which
may be found in the Missionary Herald for May, 1848. It is
generally of an encouraging character. A building has been
procured, which, with some not expensive improvements, may
be conveniently used, both as a dwelling-house and a chapel.
The dialect here spoken has usually been represented as pecu
liarly difficult; but both Mr. Johnson and Mr. Peet think it
quite as easy of acquisition as those of Amoy and Canton, and
perhaps easier, if the same helps existed for its acquisition.
Some progress has been made in furnishing those helps for
future missionaries.
About March, 1847, Mr. Johnson began to use the language

of the place in family worship, morning and evening; and
three months afterwards, commenced public worship in the
same language in his own house, which has been continued on

the morning and afternoon of each Sabbath; few attending,
however, except those in the employment of the mission.
These public services have consisted in the reading and inter
pretation of passages of Scripture, followed by prayer. He
has received frequent visits from respectable Chinese, which
afforded good opportunities for the distribution of tracts, and for
religious conversation. At the close of 1847, the brethren had
nearly exhausted their stock of tracts, and wished to be

furnished with the means of printing. This they preferred to

receiving tracts printed at other stations, as a matter of econo
my; as both paper and printing are much cheaper at Fuh-chau,
than at Canton or Amoy.

INDIAN ARCHIPELAGO.

BORNEO Mission.

PostianAR.૲William Youngblood, Missionary; Mrs. Josephine M
.

Youngblood.

KARANGAN.૲William H
. Steele, Missionary.

(2 stations; 2 missionaries, and 1 female assistant missionary;-total, 3.
)

After Mr. Thomson had finished printing the work in the
Dyak language mentioned in the last Report, he sailed from
Singapore on the 12th of March, 1847, on board a French ves
sel, with his two children, in company with Doct. Bradley, of

the Siam mission. At St. Helena he committed his eldest
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daughter to the care of Doct. Bradley, to be taken to the United
States, while he proceeded to Berne, in Switzerland, the home
of his late deceased wife, and the intended home of his other
daughter, where he arrived on the 12th of August.
Before leaving Singapore, Mr. Thomson had an unexpected

hemorrhage, which was supposed to be connected with the
lungs. The presence of a medical missionary brother on the
voyage, was regarded by him as a special mercy. On his way
from Marseilles to Geneva, his strength and life threatened ut
terly to fail. He reached the latter city with difficulty; but
after a fortnight's experience of the Christian kindness of disci
ples in the city of Calvin, he was able to complete his journey
to Berne. It was the good pleasure of his Lord and Master
that he should there close his earthly labors, notwithstanding
the most skilful and assiduous attentions; and this he did, in
the most peaceful state of mind, on the 2d of April last. He
was a good man, full of faith ; and it was a mysterious provi
dence, which forbad his visiting the beloved church in this
country to which he belonged, and of which he was an orna
ment, and the theological seminary where he was educated,
and where he so much desired to obtain recruits for his mission.
Among the friends in Berne, who were unwearied in their at
tentions to our departed brother, the Committee acknowledge
their special obligations to Mr. De Watteville de Porte, who is
President of the Evangelical Society of Geneva.
Mr. and Mrs. Youngblood returned to Borneo at the close of

the last year, but in a state of health to forbid the expectation
of their continuance. In February Mr. Steele wrote to the
Committee, that his own health had become exceedingly
precarious. ૺI will frankly give you my belief,ૻ he says,
ૺthat my day for serving efficiently in the gospel here, is past.
Weakness of the breast and night sweats are doing their work
upon me, and al

l
I look to is to remain until others can come

and fill the vacant places.ૻ ૺSir,ૻ he adds, ૺ some of the
strongest feelings of my heart are enlisted in the continuance

of this mission. God grant the men and the blessing !ૻ Mr.
Youngblood had previously received a conditional permission

to return home; and the Committee, alarmed by the tenor of

Mr. Steele's letter, lest his persevering zeal should expose him

to solitary sickness and death among heathen barbarians, and
having no prospect of sending a reinforcement to relieve him,
urged him at once to leave Borneo, and either to visit his
brethren in the more northern missions, or to come to the Uni
ted States. This would involve at least a suspension of the
mission. It is not without much solicitude the Committee
wait for further intelligence from these self-denying brethren.
Mr. Steele gratefully acknowledges having received much
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Ahmednuggur Mission.
Remittances and purchases, - - - -
Passage of Mr. Abbott and family from Liverpool to Boston,
Expenses of do. since their return to this country, -

Madras Mission.
Remittances, drafts and purchases, - -

Madura Mission.
Remittances and purchases, - - -
Outfit and expenses of Mr. and Mrs. Little, - -
Passage of Mr. and Mrs. Little from Boston to Madras, .
Outfit and expenses of Dr. Shelton, - - -
Expenses of A. North, including passage from London, .Do. Mrs. Lawrence and family, i

London, - - -

Ceylon Mission.
Remittances, drafts an jº,
Outfit and expenses of Mr.

D

d - -
Mills, - -

O. Mr. Burnell, - -
Expenses of Mr. Hutchings and family, .

Do. Dr. Ward and family, -

Mission to Siam.
Remittances and purchases, - -
Expenses of Doct. Bradley and children,

Canton Mission.
Remittances, purchases, &c.,
outfit and expenses of Mr. and Mrs. williams,
Passage of Mr. and Mrs. Williams to Canton, .

Amoy Mission.
Remittances, purchases, &c.,

Fuh-chau Mission.
Remittances and purchases, - - -
Outfit and expenses of Mr. and Mrs. Cummings, .

Do. Mr. and Mrs. Baldwin,
Do. Mr. Richards,

Passage of Mr. and Mrs. Cummings, Mr. and Mrs. Baldwin, and
Mr. Richards from Philadelphia to Canton, .

Mission to Borneo.

ily, including passage from

14,670 00
174 24
545 49૱15,389 73

. 5,942 03

29,742 24
273 59
460 00
384 81
521 24

752 83૱32,134 76

29,715 56
456 85
102 50
600 00 -

629 78૱31,504 69

1,275 95
594 95૲ 1,870 90

7,894 11
550 00
450 00૱8,894 11

3,203 30

4,506 00
697 84
140 16
302 10

1,125 00૲6,771 10

The expenses of this mission have been defrayed by previous remittances.

Mission to the Sandwich Islands.
Remittances, drafts, purchases, &c., -
Outfit and expenses of Mr. and Mrs. Kinney,D Mr. Dwight,o. - - - -
Passage of Mr. and Mrs. Kinney and Mr. Dwight from Boston

to Honolulu, -
Expenses of Mr. Forbes, . - - - -
Grant to Mr. Ruggles, - - - - -

Do. Mrs. Shepard,

Oregon Mission.
Drafts and purchases,

Mission to the Choctaws.
Drafts, purchases, &c.,

Mission to the Cherokees.
Drafts, purchases, &c., . -

31,331 28
481 54
271 82

675 00
294 70
100 00
100 00૱33,254 34

474 37

5,495 13

4,406 47
24 *


