
FORTY-FIRST 
J 

ANNUAL REPORT 
. 

OP THB 

AMERICAN BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS ... 
ttMKMEMMMBtvyiiiSSfr'• 

| ��

FOR 

FOREIGN MISSIONS. 

185 0. 

BOSTON: 
PRESS OF T. R. MARVIN, 24 CONGRESS STREET. 

1 8 5 0. 



1850.] ANNUAL MEETING OF THE BOARD. 61 

REPORT OF THE PRUDENTIAL COMMITTEE. 

A brief abstract of the Report of the Prudential Committee having 
been read by the Secretaries, Drs. Anderson and Pomroy, the different 
portions of the Report were referred to committees for examination. 

The committee on that portion of the Report relating to the Home 
Department consisted of Dr. Tucker, Rev. Silas Aiken, Hon. Seth 
Terry, Horace Holden, Esq., Dr. Lounsbury, Rev. Joseph Cory, and 
Rev. John Waters. 

That part of the Report relating to the African missions, was re¬ 
ferred to Dr. Allen, Rev. Joseph Steele, Harvey Ely, Esq., Rev. H. 
A. Nelson, Rev. Thomas Tallman, J. C. Hubbell, Esq., and Rev. 
William F. Curry. 

That part of the Annual Report which relates to the Greek, Jewish 
and Armenian missions, was referred to Dr. Goodrich, Dr. Yale, Dr. 
Parker, Dr. Brigham, Rev. Daniel Temple, Rev. John PL Worcester 
and Rev. Francis Janes. 

That part of the Report relating to the Syrian mission, was referred 
to Dr. Cox, Rev. Samuel M. Hopkins, Hiram H. Seelye, Esq., Dr 
Willers, Rev. J. E. Woodbridge, Luther Clark, Esq., and Rev. Ralph 
Robinson. 

That part of the Report relating to the Nestorian mission, was re¬ 
ferred to Dr. Humphrey, Calvin T. Hulburd, Esq., Dr. Tucker, Rev. 
Henry Cooley, Dr. Wiley, Rev. M. S. Goodale, and Dr. Salem Town. 

That part of the Annual Report, which relates to the Mahratta mis¬ 
sions, was referred to Dr. Hawes, David H. Little, Esq., Rev. Silas 
Hudson, Rev. R. L. Hurlburd, Rev. Peter Snyder, Charles J. Sted- 
sman, Esq., and B. Stowe, Esq. 

That part of the Report relating to the Madras and Madura mission 
was referred to Dr. Hickok, Rev. P. H. Fowler, Rev. A. Sharpe, 
Lewis Weld, Rev. S. P. M. Hastings, Rev. R. G. Vermilye, and Rev 
James Mclntire. 

That part of the Report relating to the Ceylon mission, was referred 
to Dr. Wisner, Hon. Seth Terry, Rev. Elijah W. Plumb, Rev. H. R. 
Dunham, Rev. William W. Newell, Rev. John Tompkins, and Rev. 
S. H. Gridley. 

That part of the Report relating to the Siam, Borneo and China 
missions, was referred to Dr. Taylor, Dr. Scott, Rev. C. Eddy, Rev. 
J. F. Smith, Rev. Charles H. Chester, Rev. Erastus Colton, and Rev 
Horace P. Bogue. 

That part of the Report relating to the Sandwich Islands mission, 
was referred to Chancellor Walworth, Chief Justice Williams, Dr, 
Beman, Hon. A. D. Foster, Dr. Goodrich, Rev. Plenry Dwight, and 
Dr. Magie. 

That part of the Report relating to the missions to Oregon and to 
the Cherokees, was referred to Dr. Magie, Dr. Wyckoff, Rev. Orson 
Cowles, Rev. Peter Lockwood, Rev. George S. Boardman, Adriel 
Ely, Esq., and Rev. S. N. Robinson. 

That part of the Report relating to the missions to the Choctaws 
and Dakotas, was referred to Rev. David Greene, Rev. Hermon H 
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missionary institutions has already been such that the enemies of our holy 
religion have been compelled in their opposition schools to introduce the 
Bible as a class book, so that those who do not preach the gospel of love are 
obliged to do so of contention. 

Your committee would therefore recommend that immediate measures 
should be taken by the Board to supply the places of those brethren a$d 
sisters who have been removed by the providence of God, and that as soon 
as the condition of the treasury will allow, there should be a still further re¬ 
inforcement provided. 

The committee on so much of the Annual Report of the Prudential 
Committee as refers to the Siam, Borneo, and China missions, reported 
as follows : 

That the Siam and Borneo missions of this Board are now closed. Al¬ 
though past afflictive dispensations of God’s providence induced the antici¬ 
pation of this event, yet hope suggested, that other things might be in store 
which would avert such an issue. The trial of our faith, in these visitations, 
may yet be unto the praise and glory of God’s grace. That which we know 
not now, we shall know hereafter. But there are, in the review of the deal¬ 
ings of God, some results blended with these missions, which assure us we 
have not labored in vain. 

The knowledge acquired respecting these lands of darkness ; the presen¬ 
tation to the heathen mind of the gospel of the blessed God in the translation 
and publication of portions of the divine Word ; and the hopeful conversion 
of even a few souls, is a recompense for the toil and expense incurred, and 
the suffering endured by the ambassadors for Christ who have lived and la¬ 
bored and suffered and died in this work. 

in December, 1849, Mr. Hemenway, with his family, took leave of his 
brethren of other missions, and in due season arrived in this country. Not 
weary of his work, but fondly cherishing the remembrance of the past, and 
with anxious desires for the future, he indulges the hope of devoting the re¬ 
mainder of his days to planting the gospel in Siam. The spirit of Mr. 
and Mrs. Hemenway, manifested in their labor and in the trying circum¬ 
stances under which it was evidently their duty to come home ; their devot¬ 
edness to their work, and desire to resume it, increase the regret felt that 
their missionary work should have been interrupted. May the Lord send 
them back, in his own time, well laden with the fruits of holiness. 

The Borneo missionaries, both in enfeebled health, and now in this coun¬ 
try, most anxiously indulge the hope of returning to their field of labor and 
of trial. Notwithstanding Karangan is, temporarily, without an ambassador 
for Christ to proclaim to the Dyak the way of salvation, there do not appear 
any fresh obstacles in the way of resuming this mission, so far as the people 
or the government are concerned. But the way seems open for a removal of 
a serious difficulty in the non-allowance of the Dutch colonial government, 
of our missionaries, to enter their field of duty, without a year’s previous 
residence at Batavia. Other difficulties are found, however, in the uncer¬ 
tainty of the restoration of the health of the returned missionaries, and 
obtaining suitable men, either to accompany them if permitted to return, 
or to go without them and revive the mission. 

While the Reformed Dutch churches have felt deeply affected by the ter¬ 
mination, or at least the present interruption of their efforts, in this inter¬ 
esting field, their ministers and people cannot but feel the influence of the 
presence of these self-denying men, as they behold their faith and devoted¬ 
ness to the work which God has assigned them. Very many wrestling cries 
have ascended to heaven in their churches, and at their synodical meetings, 
for the blessing of God to descend upon these beloved servants of the Most 
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marked, “ I seem as one born blind, and now just made to see. Every thing 
is so changed ! These men, when young, would not receive even a plantain 
from the missionary; and if they came to his house, they would purify them¬ 
selves by bathing before going to their own houses. 1 used to do so. When 
I first taught the missionaries, I always stopped at the tank on my way home 
and bathed, else my friends would not have received me. But now how 
changed ! ” 

Another interesting fact evincing the progress of Christian sentiment, is 
seen in the case of an opposition school established by heathen near the 
town of Jaffna. The managers were under the necessity of introducing the 
study of the Bible in order to sustain the school. 

EASTERN ASIA. 

SIAM. 

In this country.—Asa Hemenway, Missionary ; Mrs. Lucia H. Hemenway, 

A number of documents were received from Mr. Hemenway, 
subsequently to the completion of the last Report, and before 
his arrival in this country, with his family, on the 2d of July. 
His report of labors during the year 1848, mentioned as not re¬ 
ceived a year ago, speaks of six tours performed in that year, 
two by Mr. Caswell and four by himself; and of ten works 
issued from the press, five of which were new. The printing 
amounted to 922,600 pages and there was a demand for more of 
this work, than could be performed with only the number of la¬ 
borers then in the country. The book of Genesis, and the Gos¬ 
pel of Luke were out of print ; and the Gospels of Matthew and 
Mark were nearly so. Mr. Caswell had translated the first ten 
chapters in John, before his death, and the translation was com¬ 
pleted by Mr. Hemenway. 

The two native members of the church, remaining iu Siam, 
were in good standing. The third was with the brethren at 
Amoy. 

In October, 1S49, Mr. Hemenway performed a tour on the 
Bamplakong, or East River, accompanied by Dr. House of the 
Presbyterian mission, and followed up its left or western branch, 
which was never before explored, except by a member of the 
Baptist mission, some six years before. In November, he made 
an excursion into the western part of Siam, going southwest as 
far as Pechaburi, and northwest to Poteram. Three other tours 
were made during the year. The printing, during nine months 
of the year, was as follows : 

Mark, translated by Mr. Robinson, . 
Acts, do. do. . 
John, translated by Messrs. Caswell and Hemenway, 
Six tracts, . 

do. 

Copies. 
3,000 
3,000 
3,000 

12,000 

Total, 21,000 
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It was on the evening of December 28, 1849, that Mr. Hem- 
enway bade adieu to his brethren of the other missions, to whom 
lie was much attached, and embarked, with his family, on 
board a Siamese brigantine, on his way to Singapore and the 
United States. At Singapore he took passage in an English 
vessel for St. Helena. His passage from thence was in an 
American vessel, which brought him to a port in Massachu¬ 
setts. 

Mr. Ilemenway cherishes the hope, that God in his provi¬ 
dence will yet allow him to devote the remainder of his days 
to planting the gospel in Siam, but his visit to this country was 
an evident matter of duty. 

On leaving the field, he wrote as follows : 

With the close of this year, terminates the once flourishing mission of the 
American Board in Siam, which has engaged the prayers of a portion of the 
church for series of years, and in connection with which, at. different tunes, 
there have been not less than twenty-three missionaries and assistant mis¬ 
sionaries. The lamented Abeel was the first of this number, who came to 
Siam as a pioneer, in the year 1831. After hnn, in regular succession, 
came Messrs. Robinson and Johnson and their wives, Dr. and Mrs. Bradley, 
Dr. and Mrs. Tracy, Mr. and Mrs. Robins, Messrs. Benhatn, Caswell, 
French, I lemenway, Peet and their wives, with Miss Mary E. Pierce, and 
Mr. and Mrs. Johnson. Of these, some still live to labor in other fields, or 
under the patronage of other societies, or have returned to their native land. 
Others, bite good soldiers, have fallen in the field, have made their graves 
among that idolatrous people, as a witness of their attachment to the enter¬ 
prise in which they had embarked ; while others, with equal love for the 
work, have found their grave in the ocean, or on their native land. 

The intercourse of the Committee with Mr. and Mrs. Hem- 
enway, since their return, lias confirmed the favorable opinion 
entertained of their devoted ness to the missionary work, and 
increased the regret and sorrow the Committee have felt, that 
their missionary labors should have been interrupted. 

BORNEO MISSION. 

Karangan.—The Missionaries, Messrs. William Youngblood and William H. Steel®, 
and Mrs. Josephina M. Youngblood, absent on account of ill health. 

(I station ; 2 missionaries, and 1 female assistant missionary total, 3.) 

The return of Mr. and Mrs. Youngblood and the expected 
visit of Mr. Steele, were mentioned in the last Report. Mr. 
Steele reached this country soon after the last annual meeting, 
but in such impaired health that he has not yet been able to 
present the claims of his mission to any considerable extent 
within the bounds of the Reformed Dutch church. The same 
is true with respect to Mr. Youngblood. 

Both of these brethren have the resuming and continuance 
of their mission much at heart, and the Committee have seen 
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a public profession of their faith in Christ. Three of the fe¬ 
males are wives of church members. 

SCHOOL-ENCOURAGEMENTS-WANTS. 

The day-school for boys has been continued during the year, 
with an average attendance of twenty-five. It is under the 
care of an intelligent native, who is diligent and faithful in his 
duties as a teacher, and appears to be convinced of the truth 
and importance of Christianity. Mr. Doty has paid almost 
daily visits to the school, but the manifold labors of the year 
have prevented his giving the attention to this department of 
effort which he desired. 

Though the additions to the church during the year have 
been few, the tokens of divine favor towards this mission 
have been many. The increased attendance upon public re¬ 
ligious services, the fixed and earnest attention uniformly paid 
to the preaching of the word, and the manifest progress in 
knowledge and piety of those who have already assumed the 
Christian name, are indications of the Holy Spirit’s presence, 
and sources of encouragement. 

The demand for a new reinforcement to this mission, is very 
urgent. During the past year, the entire care and responsibility 
of the mission have fallen upon Mr. Doty, to the imminent 
peril of his life. The return of Mr. Talmage will afford par¬ 
tial relief; but to enable these brethren to prosecute the plans 
of enlargement, to which Providence so clearly invites them, 
and to reap the harvest which seems to be ripening around, 
there should be a speedy reinforcement of at least four mission¬ 
aries. The Prudential Committee and the mission look to the 
young men of the Reformed Dutch church, to respond to this 
call, and hasten into this inviting field. 

FUH-CHAU MISSION. 

Fuh-chau.—Stephen Johnson, Lyman B. Peet, Seneca Cummings, Caleb C. Baldwin, 
William L. Richards, Justus Doolittle, Missionaries; Mrs. Caroline iM. Johnson, Mrs. Re¬ 
becca C. Peet, Mrs. Abigail M. Cummings, Mrs. Harriet F. Baldwin, Mrs. Sophia A. 
Doolittle. 

(1 station; 6 missionaries and 5 female assistant missionariestotal, 11.) 

This mission was established in 1847. Messrs. Johnson 
and Peet, who had been laboring several years among the 
Chinese population of Siam, being authorized to remove to 
China, Mr. Johnson reached Fuh-chau January 2, 1847. He 
was the first Protestant missionary to that city. Mr. and 
Mrs. Peet arrived on the 6th of September; and on the 7th of 
May, 1S48, the mission was strengthened by the arrival of 


