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ful and complete revision of the translation will be made. It is pecu-

liarly interesting to notice, amongst tlie works commenced, but not yet

reported in the tabular statement, because not finished, a translation of

"Pilgrim's Progress," by our licentiate, Babu John Harry, under Mr.

Warren's superintendence. The translation published formerly is con-

sidered too much of an abridgement of a work which no reader wi.shes

to have shortened.

The missionaries say, in the conclusion of their report :

—

Thus we have endeavored to give a faithful account of our labors during the

past year. How few and imperfect have they been ! Our zeal, how cold! Our
hearts, how insensible to the spiritual condition of heathen India ! INIay the Lord,

of his great mercy, make us more faithful to the souls of men, and more jealous

of his glory ! And may he cause his richest blessing to rest on the seed of Divine
truth already sown

!

MISSION TO SIAM.

Bangkok :—Rev. Stephen Mattoon, and

Rev. Stephen Bush, and their wives,

Sam "el R. House, M. D., Licentiate Preacher.

Quakieng, Native Assistant.

The mission families have continued to enjoy good health. The
visitation of the cholera, referred to in the last Report, has passed away.
It returned for a season during the year under review, but its ravages

were not great, and it soon disappeared. The native assistant, who is

a Chinese, has had sickness in his family, Avhich hindered his missionaiy

work. He appears to maintain a correct walk and conversation.

As in former years, the missionaries have been employed mainly in

preaching, distributing tracts, and giving medical relief, with religious

instruction, to the afflicted.

Preaching and Tract Distribution in Bangkok.

Two posts have been occupied in the city for preaching and the

circulation of religious books— things which commonly accompany each
other. At one of these posts from five to twenty persons called daily

for books, not a few of wliom were Buddhist priests ; at the other,

situated on the leading thoroughfare of the city, liie attendance was fre-

quently greater, and the gospel was preached- as circumstances would
permit

—

Often to noisy, clamorous crowds; sometimes to quiet, respectful listeners: oc-

casionally, to one or two who seemed at the time to be sincere inquirers after

truth. Many who gathered round the missionary there, attracjted by his voice, or
his strange costume, or the sight of his books, as they passed by, were visitors to the
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c.ipitol from distant parts of tlio kingdom, who there heard tlie gospel for the first

time in their lives, and were very willing to take with them to their distant homes
books that tell of the new doctrine. In no one way, perhaps, could a wider dif-

fusion have been given to the truth.

Preaching in Siamese was maintained regularly at the mission

premises by Mr. Mattoon on Sabbath mornings, the audience varying

from twenty to thirty persons. In the afternoon of the Sabbath, the

natives in the employ of the mission families were assembled for religi-

ous instruction, and during a good part of the year they were gathered

into a Sabbath evening Bible class. Worship was also conducted with

these persons on the morning of each Aveek day, during which portions

of the scriptures were always explained and enforced.

Missionary Tours.

Tn October, 1849, Dr. House accompanied Mr. Hemenway, of the

American Board Mission, since discontinued, on a tour to a province

about one hundred and twenty miles northeast of Bangkok. In Janu-

ary following, he and a brother missionary of the Baptist Board pro-

ceeded some eight or nine days' journey up the Meinam, the river on

which Bangkok is situated. In June, Messrs. Mattoon and Bush visited

Rapri, a provincial town, about three days' journey to the west of the

capital. These tours were made without hinderance ; books and tracts

were distributed freely, even at the Buddhist wats, or places of worship
;

and opportunities of oral instruction, as to the nature and claims of the

gospel, were daily afforded and improved. The missionaries say of

their reception on these visits, and of their labors during these jour-

neys :

—

Everywhere along the routes we found a readiness, in many places an eagerness,

to receive our books, which, could we have supposed it to have been prompted by
a desire to learn the truth, would have been most encouraging. But, whatever
the motives which may have induced them to receive our instructions and publi-

cations, seed, good seed was sown beside all these waters, and in the minds of

those, too, who were capable of reading and judging for themselves of the truth.

May it but be watered of heaven, and it will spring up and bear fruit, at least

after many days

Printivt^.

There is no press belonging to this Mission, it not being expedient to

furnish one until suitable premises were obtained. The brethren, how-

ever, had the use of the printing establishment of another Society during

the past year, and Messrs. Mattoon and Bush carried through the press

the first numbers of a series of Scripture Histories, as follows :

—

Pages. Copies. HHule No.

History of Creation, . . . .71 2,000 142,000

History of Joseph, .... 58 2,000 116,000

History of Mosee, ... 82 2,000 164,000

422,000
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Besides these, part of an edition of an Almanac for the Siamese,

prepared by Mr. Chandler, and published at the Baptist press, was

struck off for our Mission, making the whole number of pages 526,000.

Medical Department.

Dr. House has kept up the Dispensary throughout the year, with but

few interruptions, devoting to it about two hours daily. The number
of patients prescribed for was 1,434, making the whole number gratu-

itously treated during three years and a half, 5,922. " These medical

labors," the missionaries write, " have not been without their value, apart

from the amount of distress relieved, and the access thereby aft'orded to

the homes and the hearts of those who might not otherwise have been

brought in contact Avith the Christian teacher. They have tended also

to leave on the minds of the people at large, and their rulers, a generally

favorable impression of the benevolent errand of the missionaries."

Schools not yet Established.

Concerning this important department of missionary labor, the

missionaries in their report write as follows :

The establishment of schools among the Siamese is a matter that is much in our

thoughts, and lies very near our hearts. But the difficulties that in former yeara

liave prevented the gathering of children from among this peojile into mission

schools, hinder us still. Such is the influence of their religion, and the forco of

custom, that every respectable parent feels bound to send his son for a season to

the wats, which, besides being temples of idolatry, are also the seminaries of in-

struction for the children of the land ; the priests, in exchange for the services of

the lads, teach them to read and write their native tongue. Being thus already

provided with free schools of their choice, we can present to them no inducement
to commit their children to our care, even should their natural distrust of the

teachers of a strange religion be overcome. As to the poorer classes, the same road

to merit-making, that of giving up their sons, for a time, to wait uj)on the jiriests in'

the wats^ is equally open to them ; while the law of Siam allowing the father to sell

his child, few that are old enough to be useful are without a master, who would be
unwilling to lose their services.

The missionaries, however, were providentially led to take four boys

and two girls into their families. With these, special pains have been

taken to impart such instruction as will fit them for usefulness. Of
these children, the missionaries write :

—

We are greatly interested in them ; and though it is but the day of small things,

still, when we contemplate the blessed results in time and eternity that may ensue

to these little ones, we would be devoutly grateful to the kind Providence that

has enabled ns to get even these few out from under heathen influences, into the

light of Christian instruction and example.

In reviewinar their work. Dr. House, writing on behalf of the Mission,

again says :

—

Another year has now rolled away, and the converting influences of the Holy
Spirit have not yet been vouchsafed to gladden the hearts of those that labor amojsg

and pray for the misguided Siamese. Alas ! none have believed our report ; to none
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hath the arm of the Lord been revealed. This to us, wlio dwell in their midst,

who see tlieni living in idolatry and sin, and dying while trusting to a lie, is a

melanchoh" statement. It tries us—it humljles us—hut it does not diseourage us.

"The word of the Lord shall not I'eturn unto him void. It shall prosper in the

thing whereto he sent it." Far and wide through this land have the tidings gone

of an eternal, all-ereating God, and of his Sou Jesus Christ, the Saviour of the

world. We must believe that the truth has been making progress in this king-

dom. The books that are distributed are read; the instructions eontained in them
are understood ; and though the natural averseness of the depraved heart to truth,

the love of sin eonfirmed by the habits of years, and above all, fear—the partieu-

lar obstacle in the way of the Siamese—fear of the master, who can flog, chain, or

imprison them, fear of the king,who can punish them even unto death,—have all

combined to paralyze the will of this people, and to prevent them from following

• the convictions of their judgment
;
yet we would not doubt that there are many

who have ceased to respect the doctrines of Buddhism, and who are secretly per-

suaded that Christianity is true.

In the view of this state of things, our brethren use, with special em-
phasis, the language of missionaries in all other lands :

—

Let but the convincing Spirit be sent down from above, and in the light of the

truths already in the hands of so many thousands, how baseless would seem their

refuges of lies! With the convicting Spirit granted to them, how vile would ap-

pear their abominable idolatries—how corrvipt their moral characters! To the

converting Spirit, how easy the work to transform the dark-minded slaves of sin

into the children of light, the people of God's love and care !

For these almighty influences from on high, without which all were in vain, we
would ourselves pray, and we would beg the Church at home to pray, while we
patiently wait, laboring on in hope.

The preceding narrative brings the history of this Mission down to the

1st of last October, completing the year under review. Letters have

been received, however, dated to the 11th of December last, which con-

tain information of painful interest. Matters formerly pending seem to

have come to a crisis, involving the continuance of the Mission in great

doubt.

It is singular that this serious question should appear to t\trn on the

missionaries not being able to obtain dwelling houses, in a land where

their residence and missionary labors are yet freely tolerated. Yet such

is the state of the case. Heretofore our brethren have occupied houses

which formerly belonged to the Mission of the American Board. Tliese

have been transferred by that Board to the missionaries of another insti-

tution. To their kindness, and that of the missionaries of the Ameiican

Board who preceded tliem, our missionaries liave been greatly indebted

for a temporary home ; but this arrangement cannot be a permanent

one, and it is no longer a convenient one. For a more particular state-

ment on this point, as well as on the general question, the Committee

would refer to Mr Mattoon's letter, in the April number of the Record.

It seems now to be impossible to obtain houses for the use of this

Mission. The city of Bangkok and the whole country of Siam are under

the government of an absolute monarch. He is now jealous of for-

eigners. It is understood also that he is apprehensive of serious inter-

nal troubles in his kingdom. He is moreover increasingly a bigoted
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devotee of Buddhism. The result of all is, that under his rule our

missionaries can neither purchase nor rent houses suitable for their

residence and their work. And they seem to have no choice but to

leave Siam as a field of labor. They have been constrained, though

with great reluctance, to consider whether they should not seek some
place not under Siamese authority to which they might withdraw,

hoping for such an ordering of events as Avould allow them soon to re-

turn to Bangkok, and where, in the meantime, they might labor indirectly

for the salvation of the Siamese. If this should not be practicable, the

question aiises, whether they should turn to some other heathen peo-

ple ?

It is a mysterious thing that men so well qualified for their work, and

so anxious to spend and to be spent in it, should have to consider such

questions as these. It seems still more mysterious, when we see that

the whole embarrassment grows out of the despotic power of one man,

whose blinded bigotry tends more than all other things to keep three

miUions of his fellow men in bondage to idolatry ; and especially when
we see that the immediate cause of this difficulty is in itself so small a

matter as the possession of a few square yards of ground ! But all this

may serve to teach the people of God their dependance on the favor of

his Providence in their missionary efforts, and to show in a clearer light

the importance of prayer to Him who hath said, " The king's heart is

in the hands of the Lord, as the rivers of water : he turneth it whither-

soever he will." It may serve also as a test of the spirit of missions in

the churches. How would the hearts of all our cono-reo;ations be

stirred within them, if this were a case of temporal instead of spiritual

distress ! If our brethren stood in Bangkok as the almoners of our

people to the Siamese famishing for food ; if they were laden with our

ample stores of bread for the dying, and yet found it impossible to dis-

pense their treasures, how deeply would our best sympathies be

aroused !—how sorrowful would be our thoughts of the poor and
starving multitudes !—how earnestly would we pray for their deliver-

ance !
'1 hese, but greatly deeper, should be our feelings as tlie case of

the Siamese and our Mission now stands before the Church.

Cjjiiia.

CANTON 3IISSION.

Canton :—Rev. Andrew P. Happer, M. D., and his wife,

Kev. John B. French.

The return of the Rev. William Speer to this country, on account of

health, was mentioned in the last Report. Though he has derived

benefit from this measure, yet, in the judgment of medical advisers, his

constitution and general health do not appear to suit a tropical climate,

and he has therefore been released from his connection with the Board.
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city, and regularly visited at appointed hours ; and hundreds of per-

sons were prescribed for at the physician's house. Of tliese labors, the

Report of tlie Mission gives the following brief statement :

—

Tlie number who have been prescribed for has been 2,238 cases, of wliom 1,936

were men, and 3()2 women. Many of these patients were from the country.

Handbills were cireuhited in tiie surrounding villages, and the knowledge that

there wfis a foreign physician in Ningpo has brought many to be healed; others

from the Fukien province, who have arrived in junks, have applied for relief In

gunshot wounds, [which are frequent, from encounters with pirate?,] and in all

cases of surgery, patients are now almost universally brought to the physician.

Tracts are more widely circulated from the Dispensary than through any other

medium, and are carried to very many villages which we could not otherwise hope
to reach. As the Dispensary adjoins the mission chapel, the patients have the op-

portunity of listening to the Word of God.

One of the youth's from the boarding-school is studying medicine

under Dr. McCartee's direction. The doctor speaks of him as ' a young
man of very fair abilities, and studious habits, and enthusiastic in the

study of his profession."

The Printing Press.

Mr. Coulter has had the charge of the Press since the departure of

Mr. Loomis. Two pressmen and three compositors have been em-

ployed. Of sixteen different works, 66,400 copies have been printed

during the year, amounting to three millions of English pages, as is

shown by the following table :

—

Gospel of Matthew, . . .

Universal EHstory, by Gutzlaff,

Fundamental Principles of Christianity,

Treatise on the Soul, 2d edition,

Almanac, -----
Genesis, Chapter i, - - .

Genesis, Chapters i-v.

Ten Commandments, Avith Commentary,
Ten Commandments, - . .

Ftilsehood and Truth (against Idolatry),

History of Jesus, in verse,

Genesis, . . . . .

Treatise on the true God,
Treatise on the Soul, by Milne,

Book on Prayer, - - -

Book of Prayers, - - - -

Printed in English,

The publications of the press were distributed during the year, as

fbllows :

—

Pages.
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Printed for Other Societies, - - - 42,500 1,779,000

Sold to other Societies, - - - 4^733 140,610

Sent to the Canton Mission, - - - 2,760 101,150

Sent to the Siam Mission, - - - 5,832 190,232

Distributed by the Ningpo Mission, - 10,658 484,294

Total sent out from the Depository, - 00,483 2,701,286

The missionaries advert to the fact that a large number of the Chi-

nese, who read their own characters, are yet not sufficii-ntly acquainted

with religious terms to understand Christian publications ; but they

add, " There is an immense multitude in this land, whom the voice of

the living preacher has never addressed, and who may yet, through our

publications, by the grace of God, learn that which will make tliem

wise unto salvation." They refer to a journey to Canton througli the

interior of the country, made by the native as-istant of another Mission

and his wife, formerly a member of the Ningpo church, which afforded

an opportunity of distributing tracts in places not before vis'tod by mis-

sionaries. These ti"acts were eagerly received ; and the brethren express

their hope " that it may not be long before, through some efficient sys-

tem of colportage, our books may be circulated freely through all the

provinces of China."

The missionaries conclude their Report by expressing their earnest

desires for stronger faith and more earnest consecration to their work

;

their wish to be more directly in contact with the native mind and
heart ; and their conviction that more laborers are required, in order to

carry on efficiently the various departments of the Mission. " More men
of faith, and prayer, and Christian zeal, are greatly needed."

SHANGHAI MISSION.

Shanghai:—Rev. Joseph K. Wight and his wife.

The reasons were briefly stated in the last Report of the Committee
for the establishment of a Mission at Shanghai. With reference to this

object, Mr. Wight was transferred from ISingpo to that city, where he
arrived on the 19th of July. Mr. Culbertson, of the Ningpo Mission,

had previously visited Shanghai, and remained till near the end of Au-
gust, he and Mr. Wight giving their attention to the inquiries and
arrangements necessary for the proper establishment of the Mis>ion. In

these they were aided by the counsels of a respected member of the

Executive Committee, Mr. D. W. C. Olyphant, who was on a visit at

Shanghai, and whose influence there, as well as at Canton, Avas cordially

exerted to aid our missionary brethren in their work.

The growth of Shanghai, and its mercantile prosperity, have been so

great within the last few years, that it is found to be very difficult to

obtain premises suitable for the purposes of the Mission, except at ex-
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diflferent missions, with the exception of that to Siam, arc all advancing, and
becoming- more stable and more efficient. A reference to a single item

of the missionary work will show how impossible it is for it to remain

stationary. It will not be long, if the blessing of God be continued, till

a large company of native laborers will be prepared to enter upon the

work. But without an increase of funds they cannot be employed. If

the cause do not advance, these native laborers, however well qualified,

must be turned aside. Where then would be the wisdom of preparing

others, if they, too, are not to be employed ? But to give up the train-

ing of a native ministry, would be to abandon a most important part of

the missionary work. Without it, when will the great heathen nations

of India and China, and Africa be supplied with pastors and teachers ?

The Divine direction to our missionaries is, " to commit these things to

faithful men, who shall be able to teach others also." The time will

come, under the blessed influences of the Holy Spirit, when the native

churches will support their own ministers, and also assist in sending the

gospel to others.

3. The Providence of God, in so remarkably opening the way to so

many heathen nations, has imposed a solemn duty on his Church. A great

multitude which no man can number, from all these nations, will yet

stand before the throne and before the Lamb, clothed with white robes,

and palms in their hands. But this gospel of the kingdom must be

first preached unto them. " How can they believe on Him of whom
they have not heard?" In view of these solemn duties, and pressed

upon by these dread responsibilities, it is no time for the Church to

stand still, or go backwards. But it is time for her to awake, to put

forth the strength her Lord has given her to promote his glory. It is

time for her ministers to awake, for they are placed as watchmen upon
her walls ; it is time for her elders to awake, for they have influence,

and experience, and many of them have wealth ; it is time for all her

members to awake, every man and dvery woman professing Christ.

How sad it is to see so many of our ministers, and churches, and

church members, doing nothing to aid in sending the bread of life to

those who are perishing. How solemn will be the meeting with them
at the bar of God !

4. While there is cause of humiliation in the sight of God, that these

things are so, there is cause of gratitude to him for permitting ovu* be-

loved Zion to engage in the work, and for his blessing hitherto upon our

labors. It is encouraging that so large a portion of her ministers and

her members have esteemed it a privilege to afl"ord their influence, their

prayers, their gold and silver, and their sons and daughters, for the

Lord's work among the heathen. Let the Church be encouraged by
this evidence of the presence of the Spirit of God. She may rest as-

sured that her Lord will repay her tenfold, for all the sacrifices she

makes to bless all the nations of the earth with the knowledge of the

glorious gospel of the Son of God.
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IJicuniarg :2lccottnt0.

Statement of Payments on account of the Board of Foreign Missions of

the Presbyterian Church, from, May 1, 1850, to May 1, 1851.

MISSIONS.

LODIANA MISSION,

Expenditures oa account of Lodiana Mission, including

Labor, 28,6'7'7 55

Outfit of Rev. J. H. Orbison, 225 00

Passage from Boston to Calcutta, 250 00—29,152 55

ALLAHABAD MISSION.

Expenditures on account of Allababad Mission, - - 13,35719

Outfit of Rev. L. G. Hay and Rev. H. W. Shaw, and tbeir

wives, 800 00

Passages from Boston to Calcutta, 1,000 00—15,157 19

FURRUKHABAD MISSION.

Expenditures on account of Furrukhabad Mission, - - 13,197 00

Outfit of Rev. K S. FuUerton and Rev. D. E. Campbell,

and their wives, 800 00

, from Boston to Calcutta, 1,000 00—14,997 00

SLAM MISSION.

Expenditures on account of Siam Mission, ... 2,918 57

CANTON MISSION.

Expenditures on a<»«dunt of Canton Mission, - - - 3,474 74

NINGPO MISSION.

Expenditures on account of Ningpo Mission, - - - 13,168 75

SHANGHAI MISSION.

Expenditures on account of Shanghai Mission, - - 3,514 32
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placed in the hands of a separate Committee. Upon their recommenda-
tion, the Board adopted the Report of the Executive Committee, and

directed it to be presented to the General Assembly.

On Sabbath evening, the 18th of May, the Annual Sermon was

preached before the Board by the Rev. William C. Anderson, D.D.,

in the Second Presbyterian Church in St. Louis, from Isaiah Ix. 1 :

"Arise, shine ; for thy light is come."

The Rev. William A. Scott, D.D., was elected to preach the next

Annual Sermon, and Rev. William Hamilton, D.D., was chosen Alter-

nate. ^
The Board adjourned to meet in the Mission House on the first Mon-

day of May, 1852, at 4 o'clock, P.M.

ACTION OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY.

On Friday, the 16 th of May, the Report of the Board was presented

to the General Assembly, in a printed form, and was referred to the

Rev. Elisha P. Swift, D.D., Rev. Evander M'Nair, Rev. Thomas F.

Magill, Mr. George Davidson, and Mr. Hugh M'Donald. On Monday,

the 19th of May, a preamble and a series of resolutions were reported by
this Committee, which received the consideration of the Assembly.

Remarks were made by Walter Lowrie, Esq., one of the Secretaries of

the Board. The Resolutions were then adopted and are as follows

:

The Committee to whom was referred the Fourteenth Annual
Report of the Board of Foreign Missions, would recommend that this

Report be approved, and in connection with this recommendation they
would offer for the consideration of the Assembly the following Minute

:

I. Resolved, That the Assembly continue to regard with lively inte-

rest the Foreign Missionary work of our Church, and Avould acknow-
ledge with devout gratitude to God his continued favor to, and his

blessing upon it.

II. Resolved, That the early removal of valued laborers from impor-
tant fields ;—the critical condition of the mission to Siam ;—the limited

measure in which the effusions of the Holy Spirit appear to have been
imparted to the people at most of the stations ;—and the want of a

deep and cordial interest in this cause on the part of some members
of the church, arising from the want of faith in God's Avord, love to

Christ, and compassion for those who are sitting in darkness, and the

region and shadow of death, and in some cases from the want of infor-

mation as to the nature, importance, and condition of the Foreign Mis-

sions of our Church,— are, in the judgment of the Assembly, to be
recognized as reasons for humiliation and sorrow,— of repentance and
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prayer for pardon, and endeavors after new fidelity, by all those who
have been heretofore negligent of this cause and work of God.

in. Resolved, That the Assembly can, notwithstanding these and
other discouragements, view the work of spreading the everlasting gos-

pel among unevangelized tribes and nations, as fraught Avith increased

and substantial encouragement ; the fields occupied by our church, as

those of great extent and promise ; the .varied and faithful labors of our
missionaries, as highly gratifying and auspicious in their character ; and
the increased attention, especially by the aborigines of our own country,

to the missionary education of the young, as full of promise ; and they
recognize with special thanksgiving to God the hopeful conversion of

some who were lately Pagans, Romanists and Jews, and the peaceful

departure of others to their heavenly rest, as indications of the presence

and blessing of God in this important department of our work.

IV. Resolved, That the Assembly observe with much satisfaction the

steady increase of the pecuniary offerings which are made by the

churches to this cause ; the manifest energy of the officers and agents

of the Board ; the wise and efficient supervision of the Executive Com-
mittee ; and the growing interest of our body in this holy enterprise

;

and they would take the present occasion to call upon all the friends of

Christ among us, and all our churches, with a deeper feeling of depend-
ence, and warmer zeal and a stronger faith and prayerfulness, and a
more expanded liberality, to go forward in the sacred work of evangel-

izing the nations, and estabHshing the cause and kingdom of our Lord
Jesus Christ in every land.

An overture from the Synod of New Jersey was laid before the

Assembly, stating, That in view of the increasing facilities for spreadino-

the truth in Papal countries, of the great importance of this enterprise,

and of the small amount of money contributed within our bounds for

this object, the Synod memorialize the next General Asssembly pro-

posing an organization of a Bureau in connection with the Board of

Foreign Missions, for the prosecution of this great work.

This overture was referred to the Rev. David Magie, D.D., Rev.

Elisha P. Swift, D.D., Rev. Reuben Smith, Mr. Walter Lowrie, and
Mr. John Littell , who, on the 23d of May, submitted the following

Report and Resolutions, which were considered and adopted by the

Assembly

:

The Committee on the overture from the Synod of NeAv Jersey, in
reference to a separate bureau or agency for the more effectual

spread of the truth in Papal countries, recommend the adoption of the
following resolutions :

1. The Assembly would impress upon the Board of Foreign Missions
a sense of the great importance of the work brought to view in this over-


