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riFTEEITH ANNUAL REPOET.

The Board of Foreign Missions submit to the

General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church the Re-

port of the Executive Committee, as their Report of

the Foreign Missionary operations of the last year.

REPORT OF THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE.

How often during the last year have we been called to repeat the

affecting words of the prophet, " Your fathers, where are they ? And
the prophets, do they live for ever?" Since the last Annual Meeting

of the Board, a more than usual number of beloved fathers and breth-

ren have finished their part of the Master's work, and have entered, as

we trust, into the joys of their Lord. For them we would not weep,

but we cannot but mourn over the absence of their well-remembered

faces from our meetings. We miss their counsels, and their cheerful

words of encouragement we shall hear no more. Amongst those

whose work in the Church below is thus ended, we have to record the

names of the Rev. Archibald Alexander, D.D., the venerated president

of the Board, Harmer Denny, Esq., and Alexander Symington, Esq., Vice

Presidents, Rev. Jacob Green, Recording Secretary, Mr. David W. C,

Olyphant, one of the Executive Committee, Rev. Samuel R. Gi*aham,

D.D , and the Rev. William S. Potts, D.D. These gentlemen were all
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members of the Board. To these we must add the names of the Rev.

Georg6 W. Simpson, and his wife, of the Corisco Mission, and Mrs.

Bush, wife of the Rev. Stephen Bush, of the Siam ^Mission. In the

midst of these changes, and the discouragements incident to them, it is

the duty and the privilege of the Church to look away from man, and

to take comfort from the words spoken to her, by her adorable Head

:

" Fear not, I am the First and the Last. I am he that liveth, and was

dead ; and behold I am alive for evermore. Amen ; and have the keys

of hell and of death. Behold I have graven thee upon the palms of my
hands ; thy walls are continually before me."

FIN AN CES.
The receipts from all sources, as stated in the Treasur-

er's Report, have been . . . !j5 144,922 90
To which add balance of last year, . 13G 16

145,059 06
The expenditures, as shown in the same

Report, have been, 144,472 48

Leaving a balance in the Treasury of $586 58

A large amount of clothing has been received from the ladies of a

number of the churches. These donations have all been acknowledged
in the publications of the Board. The supply, although liberal on the

part of the churches from which they were received, has not been half

equal to the demand for these indispensable articles for the missions

and schools among the Indians.

The Board of PubUcation, the American Bible Society, the American
Tract Society, and American Sunday School Union, have furnished

Bibles, Books, and Tracts, when requested, for the different missions.

PUBLICATI ONS.
The Home and Foreign Record continues to be the organ of the

different Boards of the Church. The Board of Publication will report

the number of copies printed.

Of the Foreign Missionary, 21,500 copies are published, of which
2,500 are free copies. The burdensome restrictions adopted by the

post-office department, in regard to the pre-payment of newspapers,

prevented the contemplated arrangement of pre-payment mentioned in

in the last Annual Report. The postage paid by the subscribers, how-
ever, is, in all cases, deducted from the subscription paid, so that while

the present Act of Congress on this subject remains unchanged, ten

copies of this paper will be sent to any part of the Church, for one

dollar, the postage to be deducted from that sum.
Of the Annual Report, 4,300 copies have been pubhshed ; and a

number of other missionary papers.
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possible, and then as certain to happen, they will not be very far from the actual
accomplishment of it. . . . Not long ago I was conversing with an intelligent
Musalnian, and lamenting before him that so few of them had embraced the gos-
pel, and that it had produced so little apparent effect. He replied, "The effect is

not visible, but I know it. When you missionaries first came to Futtehgurh, we
wondered what kind of people you were, and we were afraid of you. We had
heard of the New Testament, but we did not know anything about it. Now we
have it. Every man who can read, has read something of it. We see that it is

a good book, and that you are good people. It is a good religion, and if you go
on in this way, I have no doubt that it will in time prevail."

We may well be encouraged by these signs of tlie times, but our faith

rests on a surer foundation, even the Word of God. We rely for suc-
cess on the promises of the Most High. Believing these, we are sure
that the heathen shall be given to our Lord for his inheritence, and the
uttermost parts of the earth for his possession.

mnm.
MISSION TO SIAM.

Bangkok :—Rev. Stephen Mattoon, and his wife,

Rev. Stephen Bush,
Samuel R. House, M. D., Licentiate Preacher.
Quakieng, Native Assistant.

The dispensations of Divine Providence towards this Mission during
the last year, have been both afflicting and encouraging. In their

afflictions, however, the brethren have seen the grace of God signally

displayed ; and the now favorable prospects of their mission, closely

following the dark hours, when its existence seemed to be nearly at an
end, have greatly encouraged them to go forward with new vigor and
hope in their work.

It is with much regret we have to report the removal by -death of a
highly esteemed member of this Mission, Mrs. Bush, wife of the Rev.
S. Bush. She was called to her rest on the 23d of July, after an illness

of a month and a half. Her last days were full of Christian joy and
peace. " In the full possession of all her faculties, without one cloud
to separate between her and a present Saviour, she went down into the

Jordan of death, singing Hallelujah, in the triumph of victory. She had
lived the life of the righteous, and her last end was like his. The
Siamese have lost in her a faithful, praying friend ; the Mission, a kind
and exemplary fellow laborer ; and her bereaved husband, an affectionate

and beloved companion."
The missionaries mourn over the death, also, of the Rev. J. P. Jones,
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D. D., of the Baptist Mission in Siam, who was the oldest laborer in

the field. They speak of his loss as " a public calamity. Greatly re-

spected and esteemed by us all, we sympathize deeply with the afflicted

Mission, and especially with his bereaved and desolate widow."

Happy Change in the Prospects of the Mission.

The critical condition of this Mission, owing to the illiberal policy of

the late kino- of Siam, who was a bigotted Buddhist, was stated in the

last Annual Repoi't. During a part of the year under review, the dis-

couragement from this source continued and even increased. The mis-

sionaries say in their report, " Our teachers were arrested and thrown
into prison, all our Siamese servants either fled or were taken, and none
of the people dared to call for books, much less to hold conversation

with us on religious subjects. They were ready to avoid us in every

direction. Not only were the teachers and some of the servants thrown
into prison, and put in irons, but occasion was taken to arrest and extort

money from those whom suspicion might accuse of having any connec-

tion with us. . . . While this state of things was in progress, we made
another, and as we supposed a final attempt, to obtain a site for estab-

lishing our Mission, which, like the preceding attempts, proved a failure."

This was the state of things for some months. It was a time of severe... -1
trial to the faith and patience of the missionaries. It was a time when
their prayers, and the prayers of many amongst our churches, were
off'ered with special earnestness for the interposition of the right arm of

the Most High in defence of his cause, and for the display of his grace

towards this people. Blessed be God, these prayers were heard and
answered, though not in the way that finite wisdom would have pre-

dicted. This happy change in the prospects of the Mission is thus de-

scribed in their report :

—

It was at this juncture of affairs that our faith was most severely tried. All
before us seemed dark and gloomy. Not a ray of light appeared in any quarter.

The king was hale, and had the prospect of many years of life before him, while
the Praklang was decided in his coui'se of conduct. But in January last, the king
was attacked with a fatal disease ; and in A^iril his death brought a successor to

the throne who was a personal friend of the missionaries.

The new king drew around him a company of younger men as his counsellors,

with whom we were more or less acquainted. From this time the dark clouds
began to disappear from our horizon, and we were soon basking in the sunshine
of favor. The king invited us and the Europeans to the palace on the occasion of

his coronation, prepared an entertainment for us, and showed us many other
marks of attention. This was the first time a missionary had ever been admitted
within the gates of the palace grounds. The princes and nobles now courted our
society ; our teachers and servants returned to their places ; throngs came to our
houses to receive books, to talk with us respecting their contents; and we were
permitted to go where we chose, and to speak in the name of Jesus with the con-

fidence that we should not be avoided but obtain a respectful hearing. In truth,

our facilities for labor were never greater than at present.

Thus after the night cometh the day. Our brethren do not forget,
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however, that the day may again be overcast with clouds, nor do they
put their confidence in princes. They say

—

We are well aware that situated as we are in this land, subject to the will and
the cajn'ice of an independent heathen kirifr, whose heart is far from being guided
by the principles of that holy i-eligion which we teach, we may at any time expe-
rience a reverse of the privileges and favor which we now enjoy. Neither would
we forget that success in our work of winning souls to Christ is de])eudant on
other causes than the good will of those in authority. And we do not expect
that the natural heart of wicked men will embrace the humbling truths of the
gospel, until induced by the Spirit of eternal truth.

As an immediate and most happy result of the accession of a more
liberal ruler, the Mission has obtained a very eligible site for the requis-

ite buildings. The missionaries say, that this site is of " good size, cen-
tral, and every way more eligible," than any they ever expected to

obtain. And at the latest dates, measures were in progress for the
erection of suitable houses.

Preacldng and Distribution of Books in Bangkok.

The disturbed state of public affairs during part of the year, and the
sickness and bereavement of the Mission families, seriously interrupted
the direct labors of the missionaries among the people. After stating

this in their report, they add ; "But we have endeavored to do what we
could." Neither the Saviour nor his Church will require more than
this from any of those who are engaged in the spread of the gospel.

On the Sabbath three services were held, one by each of the mis-
sionaries, with those who were in their employ or under their influence

;

and family worship with the same persons was held during the week.
The first half of every day was devoted to conversation with those who
called at their dwellings ; to whom, in many cases, copies of tracts and
books Avere given for perusal at home. The labors at a station in the
Bazar were continued only for a few months.

The Native Assistant, who is a Chinese, has been able to engage in

missionary work only for a part of the year, owing to the sickness cf
himself and his family. He is spoken of as maintaining " an exemplary
walk and conversation, and as doing a good work among his own peopk

.

He is supplied with books for distribution, sent to us from the Mission
at Ningpo, China."

Quite an interesting sphere of inflvience has been presented to the
ladies of the diflerent missionary families, by the request of the king,

that they should spend a part of each day, in turn, at the palace, in teach-
ing some of the female members of his family the English language.
Mrs. Mattoon takes her part in these instructions. Opportunities are
thus enjoyed of endeavoring to lead some to the Saviour, whose social

position would exert a great influence on the cause of Christ.

Though the direct preaching of the Word was restricted during so
large a part of the year, and the labors of our brethren have not yet
been accompanied with the abundant outpouring of the Spirit from on
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high, yet God has not left them to spend their strength for nought.

They are engaged in labors like those of the husbandman, which shall

yield fruit in due time. And as an earnest of this, they have been per-

mitted to receive into the communion of the church another Chinese, a

resident at Bangkok, of Avhose history we have this brief account :

—

He is a young man about twenty-four years of age, who has been in the family

of Mr. Mattoon some two years. He reads, to some extent, both the Chinese and
the Siamese languages, is studious in his liabits, and gives satisfactory evidence of

having experienced a saving work of grace in his heart. Our prayer is that Si

Tong may be a bright and shining light among his own people in this land, and
labor faithfully for the glory of his Lord and Master.

Missionary Tours—Medical Department.
The missionary work in these departments of labor has been subject

to the restrictions already described, yet it has not been neglected. Of
the former, the missionaries say in their report :

—

Messrs. Mattoon and Bush made a tour of nine days, in which they visited

Ayuthia. the old eapitol of Siam, and other towns above on two forks of the river,

distributing to the people the Word of Life and making known to them Jesus.

Messrs. Bush and House made a longer journey—going to the u|)per waters of

the Meinam, a distance of between two hundred and three hundred miles, and
occupying twenty-one days. In this tour they carried the Word, and published
the gospel in regions never before visited by any Protestant missionary. Our
prayer is, tliat the seed which has thus been sown in weakness, may spring up and
bring forth fruit to the glory of God.

Of the medical department, we have this report :

—

The missionary physician has continued his labors at the Dispensary as usual.

The number of cases treated the past year is thirteen hundred and eighty, making
since the beginning seven thousand three hundred and two. In June last, after

repeated ineffectual attempts, he succeeded in obtaining from Singapore a small

quantity of vaccine matter, with which he commenced operations among the peo-

ple, lie has devoted one or two days each week to this work ever since, and
although it is attended with difficulty on account of their ignorance of its benefits,

yet he has succeeded in vaccinating altogether more than three hundred persons.

We hope that in carrying out these benevolent designs in order to their temporal
welfare, we may lead them to apply to the Saviour, who went about doing good,
that they may receive through him eternal life.

It is worthy of notice, that the vaccine matter by which Dr. House
was enabled to i-e-introduce this great benefit into Siam, would not

likely have been obtained, if Mrs. Mattoon and her little son had not

been on a visit for her health at Singapore. For some time, both at

Bangkok and Singapore, the vaccine matter brought from other places

altogether failed to take effect, and the only instance in which it proved
efficacious at length was that of her child. From him the protective

matter was happily transferred to other cases. Thus great good is

sometimes accomplished in God's wise and gracious providence, by un-

expected means. Mr. and Mrs. Mattoon were soon called to part with

their beloved child that lie might go to be with Jesus ; but thus, also,

we see that a little child, whose course on earth is very brief, does not
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live in vain. And the missionary work is seen to convey the greatest
blessings, temporal as well as spiritual, to the people amongst whom
it is carried forward.

Works Pi'inted—Translations.

The Board has no printing press in Siam. In the brighter prospects
now before them, the brethren have requested the establishment of this

important auxiliary to their work. It would doubtless have been ex-
pedient to take measures for this purpose, if a friendly arrangement
with another missionary institution had not been practicable. Such an
arrangement has been made, in virtue of which the printing of the Mis-
sion will be executed at the press of our Baptist friends in Bangkok,
while the printing press of the Board, at Ningpo, in China, will be able

to print works for the missionaries of the Baptist Union, at that city

;

the work in both cases to be printed at cost, and to bear the imprint of
the Board, at whose expense it is published. This arrangement is strictly

a business one, which may be terminated at any time by either party.

It involves no responsibility on either side for the character of the works
to be printed. The plan was proposed by our Baptist brethren, and
readily acceded to by the Committee, as one by which the servants of
Christ could carry on their missionary work with efficiency and economy.

During the year a few publications wei'e issued, having been printed

at the presses of the other Missions, in Bangkok :

—
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pany. More men are needed at Bangkok, the capitol, and it is believed

that stations might now be formed at places in the interior of the coun-
try. The Committee tnist that this call will be heard by the churches,

and that they may be enabled soon to send forth qualified laborers into

this inviting field. They would recognize the good hand of God upon
this Mission as a strong reason for its vigorous prosecution. He has
taken the great barrier out of the way. Jn answer to the prayers of

his people, he has set upon the throne a ruler who does not hinder their

work, and who, in some important respects, exerts an influence in pro-

moting it. His heart is in the hands of God. The churches should not

cease to pray that he may become a nursing father to the infant church
of Christ in his kingdom. There is now a great amount of Christian

truth in the minds of the Siamese people. Their own religious system
has a feeble hold on their convictions and their feelings. With the

royal favor and example, the Siamese might readily become a nominally
Christian people. And by the zealous and enlarged eftbrts of tlie

Christian Church, crowned with the blessing of the Spirit of God, mul-
titudes of true disciples of our Lord might soon be found in a land that

has hitherto been filled with idolators. The hope, the apparently near
prospect of this, should animate the people of God to give this Mission
a large place in their sympathies and prayers.

Cjliiia.

CANTON MISSION.
Canton :—Rev. Andrew P, Mapper, M.D.,

Rev. John B. French, and their wives.

On the 30th of October, lif. French was married to Mary L. H., daugh-
ter of the Rev. D. Ball, M.D., of the Mission of the American Board at

Canton. Our missionary friends at this large city, tliough few in num-
ber, have been faithfully engaged in their work. In its pioseciition they
have not been seriously interrupted by sickness, though the last summer
was an unusually sickly season, both among the native and foreign resi-

dents. In the boarding-school, however, most of the boys at one time

were attacked with the epidemic, but all were spared excepting one.

Of his death the missionaries write, "As he was one of the last who
entered the school, he had received but little instruction, and we can only

say that he is in the hands of God, ' who doeth all things well.'
"

Preaching and Tract Distribution.

Two chapels are open for stated services, both in neighborhoods at a

considerable distance from the part of the city occupied by foreigners.

The attendance at one of these places of worship is not large, its situation
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:

Medical Missionary Labor.

A Dispensary has been opened under the superintendence of Mr.

Happer, who is himself a physician, and who is assisted by a native

physician. Concerning this Dispensary we have the following accounts

at the end of September :

—

The number of patients from August 20th to September 15th, was from 120 to

150 on dispensing days. Since then, as the weather is getting cool, the number
has declined here as at the other dispensaries. . . About 4,690 patients have

been prescribed for, not distinguishing between those who came but once and
those who came repeatedly, or rather that number of calls have been attended to.

And this vast number have had the opportunity of hearing something of the doc-

trines of the cross. . . What more urgent call can there be, or what more in-

viting field for a well-qualified physician. Who will come?

The Committee expect to send a physician to be connected with the

Mission, as Dr. M'Cartee is with the Ningpo Mission, and Dr. House
with the Siam Mission—not devoting their time and skill to merely med-

ical or professional duties, but using their professional skill as a direct

and important auxiliary to their usefulness as missionaries. The reports

of the Missions at Bangkok and Ningpo have shown the value of such a

department in the missionary work. The field at Canton for this kind

of agency is a very inviting one, as is clearly shown by Mr. Happer in

a paper published in the Record of November last

The Committee cannot conclude their Report of this Mission without

adverting to its urgent need of more laborers. This object was strongly

presented in the last Annual Report. But notwithstanding the import-

ance of this field and the urgency of its claims, no one of our ministers

or candidates for the ministry has offered to engage in its service. This

statement is made with deep regret, and it is commended to the prayerful

consideration of the churches. Here is a city of more than a million of

of heathen souls, amongst whom the ministers of Christ may live and

labor,—a city which is the door of entrance for Christian influence into

a large part of China, which has yet from all the Christian Church but

some half a dozen of missionaries, and from our own Church but two

!

One of these brethren, on a visit to a hill a few miles from Canton, thus

t^peaks of the moral destitution around him :

—

But that which most deeply affected our feelings was the moral field spread out

before us. Immediately around the base of themoimt, at least one hundred villages

were in sight, the population probably averaging one thousand or fifteen hundred to

each village. What a multitude of immortal souls who have never heard the name
of Jesus, the only Saviour of sinners! They truly are as sheep without a shepherd.

How could we help uttering with unusual fervor the heaven-directed prayer unto

the Lord of the harvest, to "send forth more laborers into the harvest." And
from this mount of observation we would send home to the churches of Jesus

Christ, to his blood-bought foUowei's, the urgent cry of the perishing, " Come over

and help us." My heart has lost none of its deep solicitude for the wants of my
native land. The deep feelings of my heart are moved at every call for men of

devotedness and zeal, to go forth and labor among the waste places of Zion. And
I would that a thousand prophets anointed of the Lord would answer to the

calls of the Board of Domestic Missions. But I hear the blessed Saviour say " the
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The duty of tlie Board, under these resolutions, is to carry on with energy the

work of foreign missions as heretofore conducted, and at the same time to employ
suitable means for enlarging tlie missionary force in Papal lands. This enlarge-

ment ought to be made, but not at the expense of missions in other countries.

There must be no conflict between the interests of different missions, and there

can be none while their direction is entrusted to the same Committee. These are

obvious views of the action of the Assembly. In reference to them, a brief survey
of the missions of 'the Board may be given, before the Committee proceed to the
subject of enlarging the missions to Romanists.

According to the last Report of the Board, the Missions, and expenditure for

their support, were as follows :

—

Indian Tribes—Seven Missions, - - - $33,857
Africa—Three Missions, - . - . - 4,935
India—Three Missions, .... . 59,306
Siam—One Mission, 2,918
China—Three Missions, - ... 20,157
The Jews, 2,508
Papal Europe, 2,050

These missions should be cherished by the churches. Some of the fields in

which they are planted are of the greatest importance ; others have peculiar claims

on the Chi'istians of this land. The blessing of God has rested on our missionary
brethren and their labors. The growth and prosperity of their work calls for

enlarged support. The Ggneral Assembly has commended these missions to the

confidence, liberality, and prayers of the churches. The Committee cannot appro-

priate this year a smaller sum than was expended last year for their support, but

would gladly increase the amount. Indeed, in some cases, an increased support is

urgently required. Under these circumstances, they could not but seriously de-

precate any diversion of Christian interest from their claims. And if the whole
missionary field can be placed under the clear and fixed view of the Church, no
apprehension need be felt that the enlargement of one mission will prove injurious

to the welfare of the rest.

In turning now to missions among the Romanists, the Committee are anxious

that the ministers and members of our body should consider the importance of

this department of the missionary field. The Romanist system extends over a

large part of the human family. The inhabitants of no small part of Europe, of

nearly all South America, Mexico, and other regions, are subject to the Roman See;

besides tens of thousands in our own land. Some of the nations subject to Rome
exert a powerful influence on other nations, an influence alike hostile to civil and
religious freedom, an influence in some cases officially employed to uphold and
extend the power of " the man of sin," thereby injuring deeply all the interests of

the souls of men. The Romanist nations of Europe, moreover, are sending thou-

sands of their people to this country, here to become intelligent and true Chris-

tians, or else to endanger our cherished institutions. These things should awaken
a deep interest for the more than one hundred millions of our race who are

in bondage to the Roman yoke. But it is to these millions as sinners, lost and
perishing, yet who may be saved, and to every one of whom the gospel is to be
preached, that the Christian sympathies, labors and prayers of the churches should

be directed. Viewed in this light their claims must be regarded as great and
ui'gent.

What can be done for the spread of the gospel among these deluded multitudes?

This practical question has received the earnest consideration of the Committee.

Missions to Romanists may be divided into two fields,—embracing the adherents

of the Papal system in this country, and those in foreign lands. For the former,

no other organized agency is needed than that of our home Boards. Their mission-

aries, colporteurs, and schools, constitute an admirable system of means for the

spiritual benefit of errorists of every name. The Romanists here are surrounded

by a thousand influences, tending to their deliverance from spiritual bondage. In

foreign lands they live in circumstances differing widely in different countries ; in

some they are more accessible, in others less, and in some hardly at all. France,
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jj^nutiianj SlrrnutttH,

Statement of Payments on account of the Board of Foreign Missions of

the Presbyterian Church, from May 1, 1851, to May 1, 1852.

MISSIONS.
. LODIANA MISSION.

Expenjlitures on account of Lodiana Mission, - - - 24,424 06

ALLAHABAD MISSION.

Expenditures on account of Allahabad Mission, - - 13,345 58

FUERUKDABAD MISSION.

Expenditures on account of Furrukhabad Mission, - - 13,968 45

Outfit of Mrs. Freeman, 225 00

Passage of Rev. John E. Freeman and wife from Boston to

Calcutta, - 450 00

Outfit of Mrs. Ullman, ------ 225 00

Passage of Rev. J. Ullraan and wife from London to

Calcutta, 600 00—15,468 45

SIAM MISSION.

Expenditures on account of Siam Mission, - - - 1,968 27

CANTON MLSSION,

Expenditures on account of Canton Mission, - - . » 4,825 91

NINGPO MISSION.

Expenditures on account of Ningpo Mission, - - - 13,61432

Passage of Miss Juana M. Knight, from New York to

Shanghai, 200 00—13,814 32

SHANGHAI MISSION.

Expenditures on account of Shanghai Mission - - 8,848 00

Outfit of Rev. John Byers and wife, - . - - 400 00 ^
Passage from New York to Shanghai, - - - - 400 00—9,648 00


