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who are associated •with you, we owe this very happy result. Under any circum-

stances, our cordial acknowledgment would Ue due for labor so faithfully and

successfully rendered. But our gratitude is the greater, when we reflect from

whence you come, and by what funds you are supported in this great work. God,

in his wisdom, has intrusted the government of this great country to Englanu,

and thereby has imposed upon her the obligation to make every effort in her

power to promote the real good of the people. We fully recognize this obliga-

tion, and make some effort to discharge it ; but the efi"ort is wholly and utterly

inadequate. In our difficulty we find assistance rendered to us by our sister

country, or I might say our daughter country, for the mother may well be proud

of such a noble ofifspring. America is bound to this country by no particular

ties. You are summoned by no hopes of conquest, you are allured by no hope of

gain ; but you come amongst us in the spirit of philanthropy and of Christianity,

you freely offer us your money, you spend your best energies in our cause, your
lives are often sacrificed in the service. It is not at Allahabad only, but at many
other stations, even in these provinces alone, at Agra^ at Futtehgurh, at Myn-
poorie, at Saharanpur, and in the Panjab, that you have many earnest and de-

votc'l laborers in the cause. You have hereby laid us under a deep obligation to

you, which we can never adequately acknowledge, and of which, I trust, we shall

all ever show ourselves deeply sensible. . . .

The latter topic is one on which I have long felt deeply, and what I now write

to you, I have often expressed in conversation, to the many worthy and pious

men who are your coadjutors in the sacred cause. If you think it will be any
encouragement or gratification to your friends and supporters in your native

country to know that such sentiments are entertained by myself, and by numbers
of my fellow-countrymen, with whom I am in constant and intimate communi-
cation, you are at liberty to assure them that such is the case.

Mission in Slam.

Bangkok.—Rev. Stephen Mattoon and his wife. Rev. Stephen Bush; Samuel R.

House, M.D., Licentiate Preacher ;
Quakieng, Chinese Assistant.

Mr. Bush had a severe attack of sickness early in the year under re-

view, from which he did not fully recover, though able to proceed with

the superintendence of building operations. Being subject to con-

stant returns of illness, it was considered expedient for him to seek

complete restoration by a temporary change of climate. He has ac-

cordingly returned on a visit to this country, where he arrived in March,

with health much improved by the voyage.

The brethren in this mission review the year with mingled emotions.

Self-abasement is expressed on account of their want of faith, zeal and

love, but gratitude also for the many mercies and blessings of God
vouchsafed to them in their missionary work.

Mission Premises.—A permanent location has now been secured,

concerning which the missionaries write as follows :

The lot which we have obtained is in a central situation, 150 feet by 500 in

size, at a moderate annual rent. "We have fenced it, levelled and arranged a part

of the ground, and erected two good dwelling-houses. These are of brick, sub-

stantial, and of sufficient size to accommodate comfortably one mission family

each. . . . "We have been obliged to give constant personal oversight to the work
of building, which has required an expense of time and labor that could not well

be understood by friends at home.
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Religious Services.—Daily worship in Siamese in the mission families,

preaching, and a Bible class, have been maintained throughout the year.

Most of the attendants on these stated services were natives connected

directly or indirectly with the mission,—servants and others ; but a num-
ber of strangers have also attended at the new mission premises. One
of the common difficulties of a heathen audience is their want of rev-

erence, and consequent disorderly deportment. Our missionary friends

in Siam have endeavored to enforce a proper decorum at their Sabbath

services, allowing a greater latitude at others. They say of this :

Our design has ever been to make this service [on the Sabbath] one of quiet

and order corresponding to a Christian .assembly at home. We have therefore not

encouraged the attendance of any who will not be quietly seated and maintain

outward decorum during the exercises,—choosing to seek other opportunities to

make the Gospel known to others.

Of the native church members, we have the following account in the

report of the mission :

Our little church numbers as yet but two native members, both Chinese. One
of these joined us at the commencement of the present missionary year, and both

give us reason to hope that they are children of the Kingdom. So far as we can

judge, they maintain a consistent Christian walk.

A Chapel Wanted.—The attendance on the Sabbath services having

increased, so that the largest room in the house was not sufficient to

accommodate comfortably all that came, the missionaries were beginning

to feel the necessity of erecting a chapel. Besides the main reason for

providing such a building, the hope of obtaining larger congregations,

another is mentioned of no little weight, which is somewhat peculiar

:

Besides, when we encourage their coming to our houses, they are inclined to

intrude officiously upon us at all hours, and often when it is important for us to

have our time for other duties. They have no idea of the value of time, and
will, without the least compunction, waste any amount of it, however valuable to

you, merely to gratify a vain curiosity or pass an idle hour.

Informal Preaching—Books Distributed.—The Gospel is made known
orally, by conversation and explanation, both in private and public.

" For this informal preaching there are abundant opportunities, and in

this way most of teaching must be performed for some time to come."

Many books have been given to persons calling at the mission houses

and at Dr. House's floating house, and also dining two short tours in

the country. Concerning this kind of labor, the missionaries say

:

In various ways many thousands of tracts and portions of the Scriptures have
been put into circulation among the people, and we trust have served to make
more widely known the knowledge of the true (Jodaiul our Saviour Jesus Christ.

Our present location is a very favorable one for the distribution of books, being

on a public thoroughfare, and near a ferry leading to the royal palace. If our

numbers would warrant it, one missionary might profitably devote his whole
time to the work of talking to the people, and distributing books at the mission

compound and vicinity. We hope the time may come when we shall have one

man for tliis work. The distribution of books, accompanied by the personal

presentation of the truth to individuals and small companies, must for many
years be the piincipal iustruinentajity used to bring the truth before this people.
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From the press of one of the other missions at Bangkok, the follow-

ing works were procured :

Pages. Copies. Whole No. Pages.

Gospel of Mark, - - - - 71 1,500 106,500

Gospel of John, - - - - 88 2,000 176,000

History of Creation, - - - 82 2,000 164,000

Catechism on Prayer, - - - 36 2,000 72,000

Total, ------- 7,500 518,500

The missionaries express a strong desire to have a printing press and

a practical printer connected with the mission.

Translating.—For want of more men, and on account of their un-

settled state during part of the time, the brethren have hardly yet

entered on the work of translating the Scriptures and preparing other

books for the press. The Gospel of John, however, was revised during

the year.

Education.—A small boarding school has been commenced, but too

recently to furnish materials for a report. It will probably gather

scholars from the Chinese and Siamo-Chinese hoys at first, rather than

from the Siamese. The latter can acquire the common education of

the country, free of expense, at the Wats, or Budhist temples, which

are very numerous. A small day school of Peguan children, under the

charge of Mrs. Mattoon, has also been opened near the end of the year.

Both these schools are regarded as experiments.

An interesting sphere of influence was presented to Mrs. Mattoon,

by the request of the king, that she and other missionary ladies at

Bangkok would give instruction in English to some of the female mem-
bers of the royal family. The aim of the missionaries in entering upon
this work is thus described :

This was undertaken, not with the expectation that many of the pupils would
persevere in their eflForts to acquire the English language, so as to make it of much
real and permanent value to them, but with the hope that, while gratifying the

expressed wish of the king, they might have the opportunity of making known re-

ligious truth, not only to their pupils, but tomany more of the thousands of females

residing in the palace inclosure, who would not be likely to be reached by the

Gospel in any other way. And in this they have not been wholly disappointed.

They have found frequent opportunities to explain the Gospel to all classes, and
to distribute books among the higher classes, who are generally able to read.

Medical Missionary Labors.—The services of Dr. House have, as in

former years, proved of great value to the members of the mission. In

order to have more time to devote to the circulation of Christian books

and to other kinds of duty, he has endeavored to limit his practice

among the natives, though not refusing to prescribe for them under

special circumstances. There is a wide field for his labors in other

departments of the missionary work.

Mi)>sionary tvanted for the Chinese.—A. large number of Chinese

reside in Bangkok. Repeated requests have been made for a missionary

to labor amongst them. It is ag-ain referred to in brief but decided
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terms, and a painful reason is offered to awaken Christian sympathy on
their behalf

:

Permit ua to repeat, what we have in substance said often, that we think it

would be the part of true wisdom for the Board to establish a Chinese depart-

ment connected with this mission. There is here a large Chinese population, and,

as they freely intermarry with the Siamese, most of them are likely to become
permanent residents. We are sorry to have to add that the traffic in, and use of

opium among them, which has been legalized by the present king, are doing
much to ruin them for time and eternity. But this should only awaken a deeper
sympathy for them, and increase our exertions for their salvation.

From this review of the missionary work at Bangkok, it is apparent

that there is an open door for preaching Christ among the Siamese and
other inhabitants of Siam ; that there is a call for more laborers ; and that

our brethren are faithfully at work, under many interesting and encourag-

ing circumstances. Their faith does not fail ; this we team from the

concluding remarks of their report, which also suggest an important

duty of the churches at home on their behalf, the offering of continual

prayers for them and the people, to whom they are evangelists. They
say :

Thus we have given a synopsis of what we are trying to do for the salvation of

this people. We are but unprofitable servants, but we believe we are using
those instrumentalities which the Lord will bless to the gathering in of his chosen.

And though constrained to exclaim with the Prophet, " Who hath believed our
report, and to whom is the arm of the Lord revealed ?" still knowledge is in-

creasing, the superstitions of ages are beginning to give way, confidence in false

gods is shaken, and we wait with earnest longing, " Until the Spirit be poured
upon us from on high, and the wilderness be a fruitful field." May the Lord
hasten that blessed day I

MiSBions in (El)ina.

CANTON MISSION.

Canton.—Rev. Andrew P. Happer, M.D., Rev. John B. French, and their wives

;

Leung Awo, Scripture Reader.

The missionaries at Canton are able to report, " with feelings of

devout gratiude, that the health and lives of all the members have been

graciously spared, and that they have been permitted to continue their

labors uninterruptedly, and with greater facilities and efficiency than

during any preceding year."

Preaching.—Religious worship has been conducted statedly in two
chapels. One of these is a part of the premises occupied by Mr.

Ilapper, and is under his charge. Here five services are held each

week, those of the Sabbath being attended by the scholars of the

boarding and day schools, some of their parents, strangers, and patients

under medical care, makiiifj an audience in the mornintr of from 90 to

100, and in the evening of from 40 to 55 persons. The weekday ser-

vices have been attended by from 20 to 70 hearers. The other chapel,

under Mr. French's care, belongs to the Southern Baptist Board of
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home or abroad, have not heretofore occupied a prominent place in these
reports. Nor would the Committee now depart from the usage of
former years. They prefer to let the statements of the preceding
pages make their own impression on the minds and hearts of tho^e Avho
read them. Yet, in concluding this narrative, two remarks may be
added

:

1. It is manifest that great reason exists for giving thanks unto God
for the foreign missionary work of our Church. Important fields of

labor have been occupied ; faithful servants of Christ are at Avork in

them ; the churches at home, it is believed, are becoming more and
more interested in this work ; and it is certain that the favor of Provi-

dence and the grace of the Holy Spirit have accompanied the labors of

our missionary brethren. The preceding report contains notices of con-

verts admitted to the communion of the church at stations among the

Indians, in Africa, India, Siam, China, and Europe. The number of

these converts has not been large
;
perhaps this is owing to the want of

faith and prayer in the Church itself; but the fact of such conversions

is a sure sign that God approves this cause, and it is also a reason of

hope as to our being permitted to witness still more signal displays of

converting grace. Some of the members of the missionary churches,

and two of the devoted missionari^, have been called to finish their

earthly course during the last year. Their happy death-beds, and their

blessed portion beyond the grave, bear affecting testimony to the divine

nature and the glorious end of the missionary work. By these, and
especially by the grace which only can produce such fruits as these,

the Church should be encouraged to go forward in this work of the

Lord. Thankfulness, faith and hope should characterize her missionary

zeal.

2. There is a loud call for enlarged effort in some of the missionary

fields now occupied,—see particularly what is stated in the report of

the Missions among the Indians, in Africa, India, Siam, and Cliina,

—

and new fields might be occupied. More men are wanted. A larger

amount of funds is also wanted.

Most of our missionary brethren are over- worked. Some of them
are in impaired and precarious health. Their whole number is only

about a fortieth part of our ministry. On any view of the wide-

spread moral desolations around them, the open doors before them, and

the resources of the body of Christians whom they represent, their

number ought to be increased.

In order to tliis increase, very much depends on the amount of funds

devoted to this cause. An increase of these is urgently required,—to

secure which the only thing needful is, simply that all our congregations

should make their offerings to the missionary treasury, as the Lord has

prospered them. Is it asking too much of the Lord's people tliat this

should be done? As the matter now stands, a large number of

churches, and a multitude of church-members, do not make any regular

contribution in aid of this cause. The amount given by the churches

averages hardly one cent each week to each communicant in our body.
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/iiianrial Itatemeut.

Payments on Account of the Board of Foreign Missions of the Presby-

terian Church, from May 1, 1S52, to April 30, 1863.

MISSIONS.

MISSIONS IN INDIA.

Expenditures on account of

Lodiana Mission,...... $24,416.33

Allahabad Mission, . .... 10,755.90

Furrukhabad Mission, ..... 11,458.53

Agra Mission, .... $8,654.23

Outfit of Rev. R.E.Williams, . . . 22500

Passage of " " from Boston to Calcutta, 225.00

9,104.23

$55,734.99

MISSION IN SIAM.

Expenditures on account of Mission at Bangkok, .... $2,558.23

MISSIONS IN CHINA.

Expenditures on account of

Canton Mission, ...... $4,241.04

Ningpo Mission, ...... 11,634.73

Shanghai Mission, ..... 7,409.55

$23,285.32

MISSION TO THE CHINESE IN CALIFORNIA.

Expenditures on account of, .... $2,535.1!*

Passage of Rev. Wm. Speer and wife from New York to

San Francisco, ..... 6.'>7.50

$3,192.C9


