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4 PUBLICATIONS—MISSIONARIES SENT OUT.

year. This is the more worthy of special notice, inasmuch as no col-

lecting agents have been in the service of the Board during the year,

while the year itself has been one of severe pecuniary pressure in the

business operations of the country. The aggregate amount of the

receipts is larger also than was reported last year, although smaller

sums were received from the American Bible and Tract Societies, and

from miscellaneous donors.

As in former years, a number of useful and valuable donations of

clothing, for the mission schools among the Indians and in Africa, have

been received from the ladies of different churches. A larger supply of

clothing could be turned to good account, for which application is re-

spectfully made to ladies who have not yet aided in this good work.

PUBLICATIONS.
The Home and Foreign Record continues to be published as the

organ of the different Boards of the Church. The number of copies,

and the expenses and receipts of this paper, will be reported by the

Board of Publication, at whose office it is published.

Of the Foreign Missionary, 20,000 copies are published in news-

paper form, and 3,250 in pamphlet form. Of the pamphlet edition

2,547 copies are sent free to ministers and donors of $10 and upwards.

Of the last Annual Report, 3,550 copies were published in pam-

phlet form, and 16,500 copies in newspaper form, as an extra number
of the Record.

A circular letter addressed to ministers on the subject of church con-

tributions, and another concerning the endowment of a theological

faculty in the Waldensian college at La Tour, were also published.

From the Presbyterian Board of Publication, the American Bible

Society, and the American Tract Society, donations of their respective

publications have been received, and some books from private donors,

for the use of the different missions and schools.

BIISSIONARIES AND ASSISTANT MISSIONARIES SENT
OUT.

To North India.

Rev. John Newton and his wife.

Rev. George O. Barnes and his wife.

Rev. Edward H. Leavitt.

Miss Margaret Newton.
Miss Martha Jamieson.

To Siam.

Rev. Marcus M. Carleton and his wife.

To the Chickasaw Indians.

Rev. J. F. Burns.

Miss Anne Ogden.

Miss Mary J. Thayer.
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recently adopted Minute on Education, casting the immense influence
of the Government on the side of knowledge, and giving an impulse to
the cause of true progress over all the land. Beyond these visible

movements of Providence, are the truths of the Gospel now widely dif-

fused in India, and especially the influences of the Holy Spirit, making
the reading, and especially the preaching of the Word, effectual unto
salvation. The foregoing narrative has borne witness to the presence
of Christ with his servants in these missions. Their labors have
not been in vain

; the first-fruits of harvest have been gathered.
The smallness of the missionary force is, however, a great discour-

agement. What are 400 or 500 ministers of the Gospel amongst
] 50,000.000 of a heathen people ! The brethren at Agra thus speak of
this matter

:

" When we look at India as a mission field, when we think of its extent, and of
its teeming millions—sunk in sin, blinded by superstition, and living without any
well-grounded hope and without God in the world, and when we see how few, how
very few the laborers are, we cannot help drawing the contrast between the con-
duct of Christians, in matters in which their worldly interests are concerned, and
in those matters in which the dearest interests of the Redeemer's kingdom are con-
cerned. In the former the means which they adopt bear some proportion to the
end

;
but in the latter, while believing that India and the world are to be convert-

ed to God through human instrumentality, the means which they adopt bear no
proportion to the work. A Christian government sends us regiments of soldiers,
and a multitude of officers, both civil and military, to subdue and govern this
heathen people. Expense is not thought of ; no one refuses to come who can get
an appointment, and parents do not withhold their children from such a service.
The Church sends us but a little band of missionaries, who are but as a drop to the
bucket, to perform a much harder task—to civilize and to Christianize them

; and
then Christians at home wonder at the want of success ! May the day soon come
when the cause of Missions will hold its proper place in the minds of God's
people."

ilT 1 i n in i a m

.

Bangkok.—Rev. Messrs. Stephen Mattoon and Marcus M. Carleton, and their
wives

; Samuel R. House, M.D., licentiate preacher
;
Quakieng, Chinese assistant.

The Rev, S. Bush has felt constrained reluctantly to dissolve his con-
nection with this Mission by the state of his health, which does not per-

mit him to live in a tropical climate ; and he has engaged in the work
of the ministry in this country. Mr, and Mrs, Carleton embarked for

Siam on the 4th of October, .and had arrived at Singapore, The mission

family in Bangkok gratefully acknowledge the goodness of God in

sparing their lives and granting to them a good measure of health,

[Letters received at the Mission House, April 23, as this Report is

passing through the press, dated at Bangkok, January 22, 1855,
represent the work of the missionaries as suffering considerable

embarrassment from certain measures of the government. This em-
barrassment, it is hoped, will soon be removed.] The following report

of the Mission describes its progress to the 1st of October, under the

usual arrangement

:
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Religious Services.—Concerning these the brethren make the follow-

ing statement

:

" A daily service in Siamese, consisting of reading and exposition of the Scrip-

tures, singing and prayer, has been held every morning with the pupils of the

school, teachers, and others in our employ ; and a service in the evening in

Chinese and English, for those who understand these languages especially. On
the Sabbath in addition to the morning service we have preaching and a Bible-

class in Siamese, one service in Chinese conducted by the assistant, and one service

for the Hainan-Chinese. This latter service consists of reading a portion of Scrip-

ture with notes by a Chinese reader, followed by some remarks on the same pass-

age by the missionary present—these remarks being interpreted by our Hainan
church member, he also engaging in prayer in his own dialect. Mrs. Mattoon also

meets with a few females, the girls in the school and the wives of some of the men
in our employ, for religious instruction. The Sabbath services are attended by
the pupils of the school, all in the employ of the Mission, and a few in the employ
of one of our church-members, making a regular congregation of about forty. As
casual hearers we have one, two, three, four, sometimes none. The service for the

Hainan-Chinese is usually attended by eight or nine persons, and sometimes four-

teen or fifteen different individuals have received instruction, most of whom could
have received little in any other way."

The missionaries are not yet permitted to reap the fruit of the seed

thus sown. Some apparently sincere inquirers have sought instruction

in the way of life ; but their not persevering in the search after truth

makes it doubtful whether they were really under the influence of the

Holy Spirit. The two Chinese church-members are "well reported of

for good works." The missionaries write concerning them, that they
" still continue to afford us comfortable evidence of being the true

children of God. The one engaged as an assistant has been chiefly

employed in the school. The other is engaged in business on his own
account, but resides on the mission premises, and thus enjoys opportu-

nities of receiving instruction daily. We meet with them once a week,

for prayer and instruction specially adapted to their circumstances."

Books Distributed— Colportage.—In this kind of labor Dr. House
has been unwearied, as the report of the Mission clearly shows:

" The daily distribution of books, accompanied by oral instruction, on the mis-

sion premises has been continued by Dr. House throughout the year, a fixed hour
being given to this work. The numbers calling for books have been large, and have
increased towards the close of the year. It has not been uncommon to have thirty

or forty present at one time, and in a few instances the number calling in one day
has nearly or quite reached a hundred. The books and tracts distributed in a

single month, the last, reached 1.395 including 203 copies of one of the Gospels.

Those calling for books are from nearly all classes, and often from different and
distant parts of the country. Numbers repeat their calls till they have gone
through our catalogue of books. As far as practicable we act upon the rule of not

giving a second time without evidence that the book previously furnished has

been read.
" Something has been done in carrying the Gospel from house to house, but less

than we desired, owing to oui' weakness and to the multiplicity of other duties."

Missionary Tours.—The important work of disseminating the Gos-

pel on journeys undertaken for this purpose, has received a large share

of the time of the missionaries :
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" Mr. Mattoon spent over a month in this way, and Dr. House nearly two
months, during which he visited Korat, an inland provincial town in the eastern
part of the kingdom, near the border of Cambodia. As a part of the journey had
to be performed on foot, with bearers for his baggage and supplies, he could carry
but few books. What he had were eagerly received, and he had the opportunity
of publishing the name of the true God and Jesus Christ as the only Saviour of
sinners over a wide region hitherto unvisited by the missionary. As one result of
this tour a number of persons from the same region of country have called at our
houses for books. Two shorter tours of a week or more have been made to Bang-
plasoi and other villages on the eastern side of the Gulf, in which books were dis-

tributed and opportunities improved to make known the Gospel orally. While
we are not permitted to see these Colporteur labors resulting in the present con-
version of any, we are persuaded that by this instrumentality the knowledge of
one Ever-living and Almighty God, and of the only way of salvation through one
Mediator, Jesus Christ, is spreading more and more widely among the people. It

is the prerogative of God himself to make this knowledge effectual to the salva-
tion of men.''

Education.—Schools have not heretofore formed a prominent part
of missionary lal)or in Siam. Man^^ of the people obtain without ex-

pense at the Buddhist wats, a very limited education, which satisfies

their desires at present. Before the accession of the present king,

moreover, a connection with foreigners was viewed with apprehension
by most persons, so that they were unwilling to place their chil-

dren under the charge of missionaries. There is now less difficulty in

obtaining scholars, though day schools are hardly yet practicable. The
brethren have formed a small boarding school, which has been in opera-
tion about two years. It contains twenty-six scholars. Three of these

scholars are girls, two of whom are directly under Mrs. Mattoon's care,

and the other lives with her parents on the mission premises, her father

being the Chinese assistant. Their studies are thus reported

:

" In addition to other branches the girls are instructed in needle-work. The
boys of Chinese origin attend to that language in the morning ; others, to Siamese
and English ; the afternoon all devote to Siamese. In addition to reading and
writing, they have had instruction in mental arithmetic, geography with the use of
maps and globes, and by familiar lectures in the elementary truths of natural
philosophy and and astronomy. A select class is studying English, most of the
time being given to the elements of the language." [Lessons in vocal music are
still kindly given by Mrs. Bradley, and good proficiency has been made.] . . .

" They have all the Itad habits common to children in a heathen land, and exhibit
many traits which try our faith and patience, but their general conduct has been
as good as could have been expected in such a class of children. They present
some variety in natural aljility and application, but in (piickness and retentive-
ness of memory many of them would compare favora))ly with children in our na-
tive land. In steady application to any subject the native mind is proverbially
deficient, and our only hope is to improve them in this respect by a course of dis-

cipline. Though not without much anxiety as to the future of the,«e children, we
are not discouraged in this experiment of a school, and hope tiiat God may bless
it to the good of many."

On the religious instruction of these scholars much care has been be-

stowed. Besides attending on the means of grace with others, they
enjoy the great advantage of Christian training. Christian text books
are employed in teaching them to road. They have fre(juont lessons in

biblical history, and commit a verse for recitation at daily morning
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worship. From this little company of youths may be raised up Chris-

tian ministers and teachers, to be instruments of the greatest good to
their own people.

Visits to the King's Palace, for the instruction of female members of
the royal fiimily, have been continued by Mrs. Mattoon and the wives
of other missionaries.

" These labors," it is stated in the report of the Mission, " have continued to be-
come more and more interesting, and to embrace an increasing number in their
influence. Very little has been done in the English language during the year, in-
struction having been chiefly imparted through the Siamese. Many religious
books have been distributed and read, and oral instruction has been given in bib-
lical history and geography, as well as in the more evangelical truths of the Word
of God. Opportunity has also been taken to give some general idea of common
geography, astronomy, and some of the other modern sciences. Some of those
under instruction have read the entire New Testament and most of the other
Christian books in print ; and some of them profess to yield an assent to the truths
contained in these books. Whether this assent is sincere, or will result in the final

good of any, the future alone can determine."

Later accounts mention the suspension of these visits, though it is

hoped that they will be resumed.

Translating the Scriptures—Printing.—The Gospels and the Acts
have been translated by Mr. Mattoon ; and two more numbers, the
second and seventh of a series on Old Testament History, have been com-
pleted, embracing the history of Joseph and narratives from the book of
Judges. Tliese are now in press, and Mr. Mattoon hopes to continue
the series without interruption until it is finished. The printing exe-
cuted for the Mission is shown by the following table :

Pajes. Copies. Whole No. pp.

Gospel of Luke,
History of Creation, .

Old Testament History. No. 5,

Old Testament History, No. 6,

Child's Catechism, ,

. 8vo 96 2,000 192,000
Svo 62 3,000 186,000

. Svo 50 2,000 100,000
Svo 67 2.000 134,000

. 32mo 32 3,000 96,000

70S,000

It is considered important to increase the variety of Christian books
in the Siamese language. Many readers go through the whole list at

present within their reach in a few weeks. In regard to the distribu-

tion of books and tracts, an open door is set before the missionaries,

and their views concerning this branch of their work are thus ex-

pressed :

" We would not advocate an indiscriminate and over-profuse distribution of
books ; but yet we think that in such a country as this, the influence of the press

in the work of evangelization can scarcely be overrated. The great mass of the
male population can read, and many are fond of reading. And as native works
are only in manuscript, and are obtained with much labor and expense, the people
are glad to procure the books we have to offer. We know, indeed, that many read
them with little thought,.yet as we have frequent opportunities of questioning
them as to what they read, we hope in time to cultivate in some at least habits of
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attention and reflection. We are aware of the difficulty of expressing evangelical

ideas as clearly and forcibly in this language as in our own or other western
languages, and the consequent importance of having the living teacher to go with
the printed page ; still, we believe that books can be made and have been in the

language of this people the means of conveying in. an intelligible form an amount
of Gospel truth sufficient, with the blessing of God, to save the soul without the

aid of oral instruction. The influence of the Spirit is necessary here, as in all our
labors, to awaken the soul to earnest inquiry, and to apply the truth to its instruc-

tion."

The Missionary field in Siam.—The preceding accounts show that

in Siam " The field is white unto the harvest." The door is open ; the

people are accessible; the missionary enjoys protection and liberty lo

engage in the usual methods of making the Gospel known, both in

the capital of the country and in its remoter districts. " But the

laborers are few;" not a dozen of ordained ministers are employed by
the whole Christian Church in preaching the Gospel of the Kingdom to

this people.

This supply of laborers would be quite inadequate to the work be-

fore them, even were the inhabitants of Siam a people of one race and

the same tongue. But, as has been mentioned in former Reports, it is

one of the striking peculiarities of this field of labor that it aflbrds ac-

cess to people differing greatly from the Siamese. There are now living

in that country Chinese, Cochin-Chinese, Cambodians, Laos,— not

to enumerate still others. Some of these are of nations not yet accessi-

ble in their native land by the missionary. Their language and cus-

toms may be learned in Bangkok ; the Scriptures and religious books

may be prepared for them in that city ; the Gospel may be there

preached to some who will carry it to their native country ; and ac-

quaintances may be formed with many that will prepare the way for

the future visit or residence of the missionary in these unevangelized

lands.

The Chinese are the most numerous of the foreigners living in

Siam ; they are estimated at several hundred thousand, and amongst
them some six Chinese dialects are spoken. Special attention was call-

ed in the last Report of the Committee to the Chinese from the island

of Hainan, of whom many thousands live in Bangkok, and who keep

up a constant intercourse with their native island. This island contains

about 1,500,000 inhabitants, speaking a dialect of their own. It is not

yet open for the residence of missionaries, and nothing has been done

by Protestants for its evangelization ; but at Bangkok it is quite prac

ticable now to commence missionary labors amongst the Ilainancse,

the influence of which would be soon felt amongst the inhabitants of that

island. The time may shortly come when the seat of these labors

can be transferred to the island itself In connection with these gen-

eral statements, the fact deserves special consideration that one of the

members of the mission church at Bangkok is a native of Hainan, and

with his aid as an interpreter, a little service for the Hainan-Chinese is

already conducted by our missionary brethren, as is mentioned in a pre-

vious part of this report. The Committee would express their convic-
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tion that at least one missionary should be sent to Bangkok without
delay, to be employed in the service of this people. Mr. Mattoon says

of them, " I am persuaded that there are few more hopeful fields of
labor . . . and it is wholly unoccupied. Who will come and enter

into this harvest f

The Cambodians in Siam number from 10,000 to 15,000. Their na-

tive country, lying just east of Siam, has never enjoyed the labors of
Protestant missionaries. It has been distracted and wasted by wars,

waged by the Siamese on the west, and the Cochin-Chinese on the east,

who have wrested whole provinces from Cambodia ; and the dreadful

evils of war have been in no degree mitigated by the paganism of all

the conflicting parties. The king of Cambodia spent some years in

exile at Bangkok, and one of his sons still lives at that city, with whom
our missionaries frequently meet. They have been called upon several

times by the tribute-bearers who annually visit Bangkok, and have been
invited by them to visit their country, assured of a cordial reception by
their sovereign. Mr. Mattoon, in communicating these and other par-

ticulars, adds, ''
I have no doubt that the country is accessible to Pro-

testant missionaries, and open to their labors. Romanists are already

in the field, and from the reports of the bishop which 1 have seen, their

movements there are more unrestrained than here in Siam. European
merchants who have visited the capital have found the king friendly,

and anxious to cultivate intercourse with Europeans." Who will go and
be the first to publish among this people the way of salvation through
Christ?

The Cochin- Chinese are also represented in Siam by some 10,000 to

15,000 souls. Their native country is at present closed against foreign-

ers of every class. It contains a population estimated at from
10,000,000 to 10.000,000, who in many respects resemble the Chinese.

The Roman Catholics have conducted missions in this country for more
than two hundred years, and count some 400,000 converts, who cannot,

however, be regarded as triumphs of Christianity. The Romanist mis-

sionaries have been "persecuted, imprisoned, and banished from the

country," Mr. Mattoon says, " but have as constantly returned, exposing
themselves to new trials, new imprisonment, and even death. There
are now a few priests in the country, concealed among their numerous
followers." The zeal of these men is worthy of a purer faith, and it

should stimulate the true followers of Christ to use all practicable

means for giving the Gospel to this people. In the shaking of the na-

tions now so manifest, it may not be long before a peaceful entrance

into Cochin-China will be given to the servants of Christ. In the mean-
time, a mission for their benefit might be commenced in Siam.

The Shansor Laos must not be overlooked in this brief enumeration
of unevangelized people, who are accessible to missionaries in Siam.
They are found in large numbers in the country lying north of Burmah,
Siam, and Cambodia, and about a million of them live in Siam and its
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dependencies. They are mostly of Buddhist faith, and speak a language

similar to the Siaiuesc. Dr. House met with many of them on his

tour, and says that he '' learned to admire many of their traits of char-

acter. A braver, hardier, more industrious, less deceitful people than

the Siamese, speaking comparatively ; with modes of thought, customs

and religion, similar to the Siamese ; and their language, letters and all,

so little differing that one familiar with the Siamese could acquire the

Laos in a few weeks, and be at home in it; and then with their coun-

try all but inaccessible to foreigners before, but doubtless open to the

missionary now, under the reign of the present liberal king of Siam, to

whom these States arc tributa^-y— it would be a reproach to the enter-

prise of the Christian Church, if she leaves the moral darkness of the

regions where hundreds of thousands of such a people dwell, much
longer uncheered by a single taper of divine truth." Again, the ques-

tion must be asked, '• Who will go for us?" Is it not the Lord of the

harvest himself who puts this question to the Church 1 May the an-

swer soon be heard from many a well-furnished laborer :
" Here am

I, send me."

iints0ton0 in CJIljina.

CANTON MISSION.

Canton.—Rev. Messrs. Andrew P. Happer, M. D., JohnB. French, and Charles F.

Preston, and their wives
; Joseph G. Kerr, M. D., and his wife : Leung Awo, Scrip-

ture reader.

Mr. Preston and Dr. and Mrs. Kerr arrived at Canton in May, after

a long but pleasant voyage. Mr. Preston was married to ]\L-s. Brews-

ter, of the American Board Mission at Canton, on the 19th of De-
cember. The health of Mrs. Happer has become so seriously im-

paired that it is considered necessary for her to return to this country

for a season, accompanied by Mr. Happer. Their absence will be a
great loss to the Mission, though they hope to go back at an early day
to their chosen work.

Public affairs have been and still arc in a very disturbed state at

Canton. In July, attacks were made on the city by the insurgents, and
conflicts between the Tartar troops and the besiegers have since been of

frequent occurrence, with no decided result except that of great suffer-

ing to the people. In the country around confusion and anarchy prevail

in a large degree. This state of things has proved unfavorable to some
of the branches of the missionary work, as will appear in the report

of the schools and dispensary. It is a cause of thankfulness that the

preaching of the Gospel had not been interrupted, to the end of the

missionary year in November. The mission tiimilies have been kept
in safety. In case of sudden danger, the foreign vessels in the river

would afford a retreat ; and the islands of !Macao and Hong Kong are

within a few hours' sail of C'anton. If it were necessary, a part of the

work of the Mission could be transferred to these places for a time

;

but this measure is not contemplated as one likely to be considered ad-
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J^iiiaiuial Statniuitt.

Paymmts on account of the Board of Foreign Missions of the Presby-

terian Church, from May 1, 1854, to May 1, 1855.

MISSIONS.

MISSIONS IN INDIA,

Expenditures on account of

Lodiana Mission,
" 30,073 37

Outfit of Rev. G. 0. Barnes and wife, 400 00

Outfit of Miss M. Jamieson, 250 00

Outfit of Mks M.Newton, 250 00

Outfit of Rev. E. H. Leavitt, 250 00

Passage of Rev. John Newton and

family, Miss M. Jamieson, Rev^

Geo. 0. Barnes and wife, and

Rev. E. BLXeavitt, from Bos-

ton to Calcutta, 2,000 00

33,223 37

Allahabad Mission, 13,598 87

Furrukhabad Mission, 9,501 76

Agra Mission, 3,685 36

60,009 36

MISSION IN SIAM.

Expenditures on account of

Mission at Bangkok, 2,776 51

Outfit of Rev. M. M. Carleton and wife, 400 00

Passage of da from New York to Singapore, 500 00

3,676 51


