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ilVission in Siam.

Bangkok.—On the river Meinam, about twenty-five miles from its mouth ; pop-

ulation, estimated at 300,000, composed chiefly of Siamese and Chinese, but with
many Laos, Cambodians, Cochin Chinese, and others ; occupied as a mission

station in 1840 ; from 1844 to 1847, notoccupied ; mission resumed in 1847. Mis-

sionary laborers : Eev. Messrs. Stephen Mattoon, Samuel E. House, M. D., and
Andrew B. Morse, and their -wives ;

Quakieng, Chinese assistant.

Messrs. House and Morse, and their wives, arrived at Bang-

kok in July. They were heartily welcomed by their fellow-

laborers, and Dr. House by the king and other native officers.

He writes of this as follows :
" Nothing could have been more

gratifying than the friendly reception that I met with from the

king of Siam on my return—he sending for me the first morning

of my arrival, inviting me to bring Mrs. House to visit the royal

palace, &c. Mr. Mattoon and myself were invited to a private

audience the other day, when his treatment of us was ex-

ceedingly kind and free, reminding us of his former inter-

course with us before he attained to the throne. From all the

chief officers of government, I have also had a cordial greeting."

The significance of this will be appreciated by all who remem-
ber the former history of this mission.

Mr. Morse and his wife, and Mrs. House, had begun to study

the language on the voyage, and were giving their chief atten-

tion to it. Mr. and Mrs. Mattoon and Dr. House were prose-

cuting their usual labors. Of these, hardly any details can be

furnished. The annual report of the mission has not yet

reached the mission house, [April 13,] and the letters of the

brethren do not supply the information usually embodied in it.

In general, it may be stated, that preaching services have been

maintained ; and that a boarding school and a small day
school have been conducted. In these schools, it is mentioned

in one of the letters, forty-seven pupils are under daily instruc-

tion. The Hainan teacher is still in the service of the mission,

and has a few scholars under his charge. In the work of

printing but little has been accomplished. This w^as owing in

part to the fact, that the presses, at which heretofore the print-

ing of the mission was executed, were not available for this

work. It is considered important that a printing press should be

placed under the charge of the missionaries.

The last year was marked by the forming of treaties of am-
ity and commerce between Siam and Great Britain, the United
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States, and France. The forming of these treaties is a new
era in the history of this kingdom ; and one which indicates a

great degree of progress in the views of its rulers, from the

ignorance and illiberality of former times. This progress must
be ascribed mainly to the labors and influence of the Protestant

missionaries in the country : and it is a striking fact that their

services as interpreters, and their knowledge of the court, were
of indispensable value to the representatives of the western
powers, while the missionaries acted at the same time as true

friends of the king and of the land of their present residence.

The provisions of these treaties are satisfactory not only to the

interests of commerce, but to those of the missionary cause.

The right to purchase and hold land, and to travel into the in-

terior, is secured to foreigners, and of course to missionaries
;

and the natives who may be in their employment are protected

from arbitrary oppression. The difficulty of obtaining houses,

and of employing natives, more than once endangered the ex-

istence of the mission in former years. This has now passed

away ; houses can now be purchased or erected ; teachers and
other assistants can be retained ; and the liberty of travelling

will be used for the wide diffusion of the knowledge of the

Grospel.

All things, in the wonderful working of divine providence

—

all things are now ready for the employment of laborers in this

field ; all things, alas, excepting the laborers themselves I Three
ministers of the G-ospel, and their devoted wives, are the only

representatives of the Presbyterian Church in this whole king-

dom, with its inhabitants of many tongues. The brethren

earnestly call for others to join them in their work. And the

Committee would recall attention to the statements made in pre-

ceding Annual Reports, showing the urgent need of more men
in this field, and would commend this matter and all the inter-

ests of the mission to the constant prayers of the churches.

It should be added to the foregoing narrative, that in the pe-

culiar circumstances of the case, Mr. Mattoon considered it

expedient and necessary to accept the appointment of Consul
of our government at Bangkok ; but to this he consented only

as a temporary arrangement, and with no disposition to with-

draw from the missionary work, or diminish his labor in it.

In the circumstances, the Committee do not see that the ap-

pointment could well have been declined ; while their general

conviction remains unchanged, that it is inexpedient for mis-

sionaries to be connected with the affairs of government.
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preaching of the Gospel, have been carried on without material

abatement, notwithstanding the diminished force at some of

these i^laces. The number of hopeful conversions is not quite

so great as that of last year, but the translation of more than a
hundred and fifty immortal souls from the deep darkness of
heathenism into the glorious light of the Gospel of the Son of
God, will not be regarded as an achievement of small moment,
but one that calls for earnest gratitude to God, by whose grace
it has been effected.

The Committee feel, however, that the missionary work is

not keeping pace with the calls of divine providence, and they
would invite the earnest attention of the General Assembly, and
of the churches under its care, to the growing demands of this

great cause.

Changes have been brought about in the outward condition

of most of the great heathen nations of the earth within a few
years, for which there is scarcely any parallel; and, perhaps,

there has never been a period in their history when they were
in more favorable circumstances to receive the Gospel than they
are at the present time.

In India, one of the earliest fields occupied by the agents of
the Board, the area of missionary labor has been immeusly en-

larged, and the missionary Avoi'k might be extended almost
indefinitely.

In China, the field has been enlarging itself in almost every
direction, and the difiiculties now pending at Canton will pro-

bably not be terminated without opening up a still wider field

for missionary enterprise.

Siam is now presenting her five millions of inhabitants to the

claims and sympathies of the Christian Church, and no limita-

tion exists to tlie spread of the Gospel there, except what results

from the want of a suitable number of agents, and the means of
their support.

The light is breaking in upon the dark continent of Africa
from almost every direction. There is no portion of the heathen
world that has yielded richer fruit in proportion to the amount
of missionary labor bestowed, or where there is a more urgent
call for the extension of the work.
The Indian tribes of our own country, though comparatively

small, are presenting claims upon the sympathy of the Church,
which are urgent just in proportion to the extremity to which
they have been reduced by the overwhelming white population

with which they are being surrounded, and by which they are

threatened with extermination.
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Payments hy the Board of Foreign Missions of the Freiibi/terian Church, from May 1,

1850, to May 1, 1857.

MISSIONS.

MISSIONS IN INDIA.

Expenditures on account of the

Lodiana Mission, 43,133 58

Furrukhabad Mission, 29,332 33

Outfit of Kov. K. McMullin and

Wife, 400 00

Passage from Boston to Calcutta, 500 00

30,232 33

MISSION' IN SIAM.

MISSIONS IN CHINA.
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