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MISSIONARIES SENT OUT.

To Siam.

Rev. Jonathan Wilson, and liis wife.

Rev. Daniel ^McGilvary.

To India.

Mrs. Joseph Owen.

To Western Africa.

Rev. Thomas S. Ogclen, and his wife.

To the Choctaiv Missions.

Rev. James Frothingham, and his wife.

Rev. George Ainslie, and his wife.

Mr. Nathaniel Wiggins, and his wife.

Miss Sarah B. Wiggins

Miss Elizabeth Diameiit.

Miss Julia M. Hitchcock.

Miss iSTancy Morehead.

Chippewa and Ottawa Mission.

Miss Polly A. Beach.

Kichapoo Mission.

Rev. A. A. Thorn, and his wife.

Creeh Mission.

Miss Jane H. Tarbot.

Miss Jane Garrison.

Ch ichasa w Mission.

Miss C. Stanislaus.



CHOCTAW MISSION. 29

CHOCTAW MISSION.

Spencer Academy.—Eev. Alexander Reid, Superintendent ; Rev. James Fro-

thingbam, Rev. H. A. "Wen tz. and Mr. Robert J. Younp, teachers; Mrs. Fro-
thingham, ^liss Elizabeth J. Morrison, and Miss Sarah B. WifjcKin.". assistants

;

Mr. Edward Evans, carpenter and superintendent of boys out. of school; Mr.
Nathaniel Wiggins, steward and farmer; Mrs. Evans and ]Mrs. Wiggins; one
native assistant.

GooDWATER —Rev. H. Ralentine and Mrs. Balentine ; Mi^^ses M. E. Denny,
Elizabeth Diament, Julia M. Hitchcock, Nancy Morehead, teachers.

Reference to the last Annual Report will show that many
changes have taken place among the labourers in this mission.
Rev. Gaylord L. More, in consequence of the enfeebled health
of his wife, felt it his duty to asU his release from the super-
intendence of Spencer Academy after one year's service. He
remained in charge of the place until the arrival of Mr. Fro-
thingham the latter part of October, and then withdrew from
the work to which he had devoted himself with much hearti-

ness. He carries with him to the new sphere of labour in which
he is engaged the sympathies and best wishes of the Executive
Committee. Rev. Jonathan Wilson was appointed to have
charge of the first class in Spencer Academy for one year, in

the expectation that the way would be opened at the expira-
tion of that time for him to join the mission in Siam. He
continued in the discharge of this duty until the clo^e of the
last term, and sailed in March for his long-cherished field of
missionary labour in Siam. Mr. R. J. Burt, who had charge
of the second class for nearly five years, and who had con-
tributed very much to the general efficiency of the institution

during that time, felt called upon to ask his release, partly on
account of his wife's impaired health, and partly with the
view of fitting himself for the sacred office of the ministry.
Rev. Mr. Wentz, who had spent the previous year in teaching
at Tallahassee, was, at his own request, transferred to this

school. He arrived at Spencer at the commencement of the
present term, and since then has been actively employed in

teaching during the week and preaching on the Sabbath.
Miss Judson, who had been connected with this mission for

three years, was released in the autumn at her own request,

and died soon after her arrival among her friends in Iowa. Her
end, as many testify, was peaceful and happy. Mr. and Mrs.
Wiggins and their daughter, all members of the Presbyterian
church of Huntington, Long Island, were appointed to this
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Xllission in 5 lam.

Caxgkok.—On the rivpr IMeinam, about twenty-five miles from its mouth
;

population estimated at 300,000, compt)se(l chiefl}^ of Siamese and Chinese, but
including many Laos, Cam.V)odiaiis. Cnchin-Chinese, &c. ; occui)ied as a mission
station ill lf<40 to 1844. and from 1847 to the present time ; missionary labour-
ers, Eev. i\l«^esrs. Stephen j\Iattoon. Samuel It. House, ]\I.l)., and .Jonathan Wil-
son, and their wives, and Rev. Daniel McGilvary

;
Quakicnj, Chinese assistant.

The Rev. A. B. Morse and his wife have been compelled to

return to this country on account of his health, without the

expectation of going back* to their chosen field of labour. This
has been a severe trial to them and to their missionary associates.

The Committee have shared largely in the regret felt by all

the members of the mission at this disappointment of their

hopes, and with sincere sympathy would commend them to

the confidence of the churches. It is hoped that in a colder

climate, the health of Mr. Morse may be restored, and that he
may here engage in the ordinary labours of the ministry. The
health of Mrs. Mattoon having become seriously impaired, and
a good opportunity offering of a passage to New York, she re-

turned on a visit to her friends. Her health has been much
improved since her arrival in August. Owing to the small

number of labourers at Bangkok, Mr. Mattoon remained at his

post ; though, after so many years of residence in the tropics,

a visit to this country would be of great service to him, and
may perhaps be made after the arrival of the new missionaries.

On the 9th of March, Messrs. Wilson and McGilvary and Mrs.

Wilson embarked for this mission. Mr. Wilson is a member
of the Presbytery of Beaver, and after spending some time

at Spencer Academy, where his labours were much valued, he

is now on his way to the field of labour which he from the first

preferred. Mr. Mc(iilvary had also chosen Siam as his field of

labour before leaving the Theological Seminary ; but he was
led to take the charge of a congregation in North Carolina,

where many souls were hopefully converted under his minis-

try and the church was anxious to secure him as their pastor.

His convictions of duty to the heathen, however, would not

permit him to accept their call. He is a member of the Pres-

bytery of Orange. In the case of both these brethren, ic was
some degree of uncertainty as to health that led to the delay

in their" being sent out. This doubt, it is believed, has been

removed ; and the Committee trust that their lives and
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health will be spared for many years of missionary work in

Siam.
The usual report of this mission has not been received, so that

some of the details of the w^ork performed cannot be given. In

general it may be mentioned that the preaching of the G-ospel,

in stated services, and by the way-side, the charge of a boarding

school, and the distribution of religious books, have received the

attention of the brethren, according to the measure of their

time and strength. Dr. House was interrupted in these labours

by a serious attack of sickness, and Mr. Mattoon has not yet

been able to relinquish the charge of acting as Consul. This

has taken some of his time, while it has enabled him to dis-

pense with his salary from the Board during the last year
;
but

he will soon be relieved of this uncongenial work. After attend-

ing^ the usual morning service on the Sabbath, he held an
afternoon meeting at the new mission premises, which was at-

tended by from twenty to sixty persons, men, w^omen and chil-

dren, with occasionally two or three priests. To a limited ex-

tent the Gospel was preached also in the interior, on journeys

made for that purpose.

The school contained from forty-five to forty-seven pupils,

of whom Mr. Morse says, " They are a very promising set of

boys. It does one's heart good to see them with their bright

faces and white jackets in the Sabbath morning service. But
it was sad to think how much of Mr. Mattoon's influence would
be destroyed by the very great wickedness, native and foreign,

from seeing which it was aln:iost impossible to keep them. I

need not say that Dr. House is most deeply beloved by them,

and that he is doing a great deal of good in this school." The
school is now held at the new premises secured for the use of

the mission during the year. The former premises were ob-

tained when the residence of foreigners in Bangkok was barely

tolerated, and in some respects were not well suited to the pur-

poses of the mission. The new site fronts on the river, at a

convenient distance from the principal places in the city.

An urgent plea is made for a printing press for the use of

this mission. It would not require to be a large establishment,

but on a limited scale it would be of great service. Referring

to this, and the importance of printing and preaching the word

of God, Mr. Morse adds, after speaking of the school : "It is

not, however, from the school, though I esteem that agency so

highly, that I so much hope for good to that land. It is from

the freer, the yet more abundant circulation of the word of God
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and of religions books, and from the more frequent daily, way-

side, bazar, living, burning preaching of God's word that I

would hope. Oh send a press, or the means to print, and the

preacher to Siam. Oh, how tny heart burned within me, as I

went into the mission chapels at Macao, crowded, day after

day with eager listeners from the thronging streets ! I did

long to go back to Siam, and work till I could talk, and then

preach, preach, preach all my days."

The general prospects of the work of Christian missions in

Siani are unchanged, and must be regarded as calling the

the Church to enlarged efforts. The policy of the king con-

tinues to be liberal, and his personal relations with the mission-

aries are friendly. They and other foreigners now enjoy,

moreover, the protection of the treaties which have been lately

formed between Siam and our own Government and some of

the European States, in virtue of which they are less exposed

to the danger of having their labours interrupted, a danger

which, under the former king, more than once threatened the

banishment of the missionaries. If the heart of the king were

but turned to the service of God, all ranks of the people would

probably soon follow his example. At present Buddhism is the

religion of the state, and its influence is not less injurious here

than everywhere else to the temporal and eternal interests of

its followers. Besides the door open to the Siamese proper, it

must be borne in mind that peoples of other countries and lan-

guages have their representatives in Bangkok, some of them in

large numbers. Hardly any more commanding centre for a

wide-spread and powerful missionary influence is to be found in

all the east than is afforded by the capital of Siam. And it is of

the deepest moment thai so much Gospel leaven has already been

placed in the midst of its native population, and that the way
is prepared for its still wider difl'usion amongst them, and also

amongst thousands of people from adjacent countries. Prayer

should be offered for the blessing of God on the truths already

known; and the hand of his providence should be recognized

and followed, as it points to greatly extended missionary la-

bours in this country.
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