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MISSIONS IN INDIA. D»

•'Whereas, our spirits have been greatly refreshed by what

we have heard of the Lord's dealing with His people in

America; therefore,

^'Resolved, Ist, That we hereby publicly acknowledge the debt

ot gratitude we owe to Him, and our obligations to Him more
than ever, not unto ourselves, but unto Him who died for us.

" And in view of our own spiritual necessities, and of the

wants of the perishing millions about us, and in the hope of

obtaining similar blessings for this land;
'' Besolved, 2d, That we will do our best to get Union Meet-

ings for the outpouring of the Spirit established at our respective

stations, and also at other stations, Avherever we may find two

or three willing to meet together in the name of Christ.

"And further, being convinced from the signs of the times,

that God has still large blessings in store for his people, and for

our ruined race, and that He now seems to be ready and wait-

ing to bestow them as soon as asked ; therefore,

" Be-solved, 3d, That we appoint the second week in January,

1860, beginning with Monday the 8th, as a time of special

prayer that God would now pour out his Spirit upon all flesh,

so that all the ends of the earth might see His salvation ;
that

on the first day, that is, on Monday, the 8th, be a holy convo-

cation for solemn fasting, humiliation and prayer; and that on

the last day, that is. Sabbath, the 14th, be a holy convocation

for thanksgiving and praise; that the intervening time be

spent in private and social exercises of prayer and praise, as

the circumstances of each community may dictate ; that all

God's people, of every name and nation, of every continent and
island, be cordially and earnestly invited to unite with us in a

similar observance of that time; and that from the receipt of

this invitation, onward, all be requested in their secret, family

and public devotions, habitually to entreat the Lord to pour

out upon all His people so much of the Spirit of grace and
supplication, as to prepare them for such an observance of the

time designated, as may meet with His approval and secure His

blessing."

fH t s s i n t]\ 5 i a m

.

Bangkok.—On the river Mcinam, aliout twenty-five milcts from its mouth -,

population estimated at 300,000, coinposed chiefly of yiaracKe aud Chinese, but

including many Laos, Cambalians, Cochin-Chinese, and others; occnjiied as a

miesion station" in 1840 to 1844, and from 1847 to the present time. Missionary

laliourers. Rev. Messrs. Stephen Mattoon, Samuel R. Houge, M. D., and Jonathan

Wilson aud their wives, and the Rev. Daniel McGilvaiy; Quakieng, Chinese as-

fiistuot.

The new missionaries, Messrs. Wilson and McGilvary and
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Mrs. Wilson, after a short and pleasant voyage, arrived at

Bangkok on the 20th of June. They were permitted to rejoice

in the hopeful conversion of one of the sailors, by the blessing

of God on their labours, during the voyage. On reaching their

station they met with a most cordial welcome from the brethren

already in the field, who, after disappointments and long delay,

were greatly encouraged by this reinforcement of their little

company. Mrs. Mattoon is yet in this country, and her health

has received benefit from the change of climate. Mr, Mattoon
has lately arrived, having reached New York on the 18th of

April. His long residence in Siam renders this visit quite

expedient for his health. They hope to return to their work
in that country.

The health of the mission families has been remarkably
good ; and their missionary work has been prosecuted without

interruption. Early in the year under review, the new premises

were taken possession of by the Mission ; the site is considered

a more healthful one than the place formerly occupied, and it

affords many advantages for carrying on most departments of

the missionary work. In their work itself, they have enjoyed

"abundant opportunities for inculcating the great truths of

Christianity—no hinderances being interposed to the general

distribution of books, or the preaching of the word." This

brief but comprehensive remark is quoted from their report of

the year ending on the 1st of last October, and it describes the

general character of the missionary work in Siam at the present

time. There is everywhere an open door, and there are no ad-

versaries except such as everywhere hinder the work of grace

among men.
The new missionaries are mainly occupied with the study of

the native language, but have given valuable assistance in the

school,—Mr. McGilvary and Mrs. Wilson aiding in the instruc-

tion of the pupils in English, and Mr. Wilson giving them
lessons in vocal music.

One of the chief events of the year, in the official relation of

the missionaries to the Church and to Siam, was their organiza-

tion as a Presbytery, on the 1st of last September, agreeably to

the resolution adopted by the General Assembly of 1848, for

such ca.ses. The day of constituting the Presbytery was "ob-

served by the members of the Mission, as a day of special

prayer for the blessing and Spirit of God."
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RELIGIOUS SERVICES.

Daily morning worship has been conducted in Siamese, at

which a portion of the Scriptures is always explained ; and on
the Sabbath, several services have been maintained. The
preaching service at 10 o'clock, by Mr. Mattoon, has been
attended by from seventy to one hundred hearers; in the after-

noon, Dr. House held a catechetical exercise in Siamese, while

Quakieng conducted worship in Chinese; and in the evening a

Bible-class was held with the children and servants. These
services, though not attended by large congregations, are yet

deeply important as means of placing the leaven of the Gospel

amongst the people of Siam. The impression made by them
on the mind of one of the lately-arrived missionaries—himself

a man of happy experience in religious meetings in this

country—is thus described: "Yesterday it looked as if we
might have been in a Christian land,—permitted as we were to

assemble several times for public worship, none daring to mo-
lest us, or make us afraid. Mr, Mattoon preached in the morn-
ing at ten o'clock, to a very orderly and respectful congregation,

of about one hundred in all. True, many of them are the

families more or less connected with the mission as workmen,
or through the school. Yet it is hopeful to have so many to

whom you are breaking the bread of life, and casting seed which
we believe will yet bring forth an abundant harvest. As I sat

and listened to Mr. Mattoon preaching to them, almost with the

ease and fluency of a mother tongue, I could hardly refrain

from tears of gratitude for what God has already dime for the

Siamese, and of regret that my lips are sealed for months to

come."
In this countr}', towns and villages in the interior can readily

be reached by boats, and a part of the year, known as the dry

season, is favourable for travelling. It is the desire of the mis-

sionaries to spend as much of this season as practicable, on
missionary journeys, but their limited force has seriously re-

stricted this kind of labour. Several tours were made, how-
ever, in as many diiferent directions, extending to Pakpli and
other places hitherto unvisited to the east, Petchaburi and
other towns, which were twice visited, on ihe west of the gulf

of Siam, and Prabat, a famous place of Buddhist pilgrimage,

about 100 miles nearly north from Bangkok. The report of

the mission gives striking notices of the good work performed
on these journeys. Our brethren, on the journey to Pakpli,

"made the good tidings of tiie Gospel known in many Siamese
and Laos villages and hamlets, in several of which no white

person, much less a Christian teacher, had ever been seen



72 MISSION IN SIAM.

before." They "distributed many hundreds of books and

tracts, not a few among the Chinese." They enjoyed, "every-

where, the freest access to the people." They "found the

books the}^ took with them," on the visits to Petcbaburi, "and
tbe rebgious instruction given, eagerly sougbt for and gladly

received." And they can well say, therefore, that "on tbese

tours some knowledge at least of Christianity, it is hoped, has

been v/idely diffused. The seed has been sown broadcast, it is

true, and in a moral jungle where all manner of weeds and

brambles and undergrowtb of error may greatly binder, if not

entirely choke, its growtb; but it is the seed of God's word,

wbich shall not return to him void."

SCHOOL.

At the close of the mission year, thirty-two pupils were in

attendance, two of whom were day scholars. The number
under instruction during part of the year was somewhat larger.

All were taught in Chinese and Siamese, and twenty-three were

learning English. Besides the study of arithmetic, geography,

&c., the report of the mission says: "The Scriptures are daily

studied in the school, and for years past it has been the prac-

tice to require each pupil to commit to memory and recite one

verse a day. Every Sabbath morning throughout the year,

Mrs. House has held an interesting English Bible-class with

the older pupils, in addition to the daily instruction she has

given in the school." The missionaries thus describe the re-

ligious state of these scholars :
" While the diligence and

general good conduct of the pupils have been worthy of

commendation, our hearts are saddened by the painful evi-

dence we often have, that familiar as they are with the name
and history of Christ, their young hearts have, not yet been

constrained to obey and love Him who has so many claims

upon their service; that none of them have yet acquired that

knowledge which maketh wise unto salvation."

The services of the lately-arrived missionaries have been

very useful in this school ; and Mrs. House has added to her

valuable labours in it, the training of the scholars to make their

own clothes, thereby diminishing the expense of the school,

and giving them useful knowledge.

In the department oi the Press, but little progress is reported.

It was not found to be practicable to have printing executed at

the presses of other Missions in Bangkok, and the Committee
have therefore sent out a printing press for the use of the mis-

sion of the Board. This will greatly increase the means of

doing good in the hands of our brethren.
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GENERAL PROSPECTS.

The missionaries do not speak of their prospects of success in

glowing language, while yet their faith does not fail. They
say, " Nor are we permitted to speak of one convert from hea-

thenism among all the adult Siamese who have come under the

influence of Christian truth during the year, scarcely of one
promising inquirer. Surely there could hardly be a more
striking proof of heathen helplessness and ruin than this, their

insensibility and indifference to divine things. The glorious

themes we bring before them—all new and unfamiliar to their

minds, surely enough, one would think, to arrest the attention,

if not to call out the wonder and gratitude of the most besotted

soul—fail to excite any emotion, or to awaken any permanent
desire. Our words are as the empty wind. The story of the

cross is as an idle tale ; or if perchance any profess to wish to learn

more perfectly of this strange way, we have always had reason

to fear they were desirous of making merchandise of faith, and
had some ulterior purpose to gain.

" We should be indeed discouraged, did we allow ourselves to

look humanly at the question, " Can the Ethiopian change his

skin, or the leopard his spots?" But who shall "limit the

Holy One of Israel?"—who knows what results may attend

more persevering trial of the efficacy of praj^er in conjunction

with the other means we are so freely permitted to make use of

in this land?"
While the door stands open, and the Gospel may be freely

preached, there can be no question concerning the duty of the

Church to persevere in her labours for the salvation of these

perishing heathens. And in ihe view of the small number of

labourers in this large field, the Mission ought to be consider-

ably and speedily reinforced. This should be done with
reference not only to the Siamese, who amount to some four or

five millions of souls, but also with reference to the inhabitants

of two or three neighbouring countries, in which no missionary

efforts by the Protestant Church have yet been undertaken.
Such eftorts are perhaps not yet practicable in those countries,

but they might be commenced immediately at Bangkok and
other places among the tens of thousands of their inhabitants

now living in Siam.
The Committee deem it important, moreover, to call the

attention of the churches to the facts, that in Siam the number
of readers is unusually large, and that the minds of these

readers, from the ruler of the land downward, have been to a

considerable extent, pervaded by Christian truth. The leaven

of the Gospel has been placed in the midst of this people. If
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the Spirit of God were poured upon them, as on the day of

Pentecost, how many thousands would be at once added to the

church of such as shall be saved

!

The brethren in the field are encouraged to persevere in all

the departments of their work; new labourers will doubtless be
raised up; and the Church will pray for the blessing of God
upon this great work of her hands. In due season, that blessing

shall be poured out, and that in overflowing measure.

iHissions in dljina.

CANTON MISSION.

Canton: On the Canton river, about seventy miles from its mouth
; popula-

tion, estimated at from 100,000 to 1,000,000 ; occupied as a misfsion station in

1845 ; missionary labours suspended by the war in November, 1856, and partly

transferred to Macao, a Chinese island under Portuguese authority, near the
mouth of the Canton river : resumed at Canton. 185S ; missionary labourers, the

Rev. Charles F. Preston, and his wife, John G. Kerr, M. D., and his wife; Leung
Awo, Scripture reader; A Tsung, assistant. In this country, the Rev. A. P. Map-
per, M. D., and his wife, and Mrs. J. B. French.

NINGPO MISSION.

NiNGPO.—On the Ningpo river, about twelve miles from the sea; population,

300,000 ; occupied as a missionary station, in 1845 ; missionary labourers, D. P>.

McCartee, M. D., Rev. Messrs. Henry V. Rankin, William P. Martin. John L.

Nevius, and Elias B. Inslee, and their wives; William Gamble, printer; Lic-

Kyia-Dzing and Dzing Shik-nyiao, Kyiig-Ling-gin, Zi, and others, native helpers.

In this country, the Rev. Messrs. Richard Q. Way, and Samuel N. Martin, and

their wives.

Chinhat.—At the mouth of the Ningpo river; population, about 15.000; occu-

pied as a sub-station.

SHANGHAI MISSION.

SuAXGHAi.—On the Woosung river, fourteen miles from the sea; population,

estimated at from 100,000 to 200,000; occupied as a missicm station in 1850;
missionary labourers, Rev. Messrs. M. Simpson Culbertson, Reuben Lowric, Charles

R. Mills, and Samuel R. Gayley, and their wives.

A great loss has been sustained in the death of the Rev. John
B. French, of the Canton Mission. His health had been seri-

ously impaired for the last two years, and he was urged to make
a visit to this country for its recovery, but he was unwilling to

leave his work. Eventually his physician's advice became im-

perative, and he embarked with his family early in November;
but on the 30th of that month he was called to enter into his
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Payments by the Board of Foreign M2ssio)is of the Presbyterian Church from

May 1, 1858, to May 1, 1859.

MISSIONS.

MISSIONS IN INDIA.

Expenditures on account of the

Lodiana Mission, $37,766 47

Furrulcliabad Mission, $34,837 84

Outfit of Kev. A. Brodliead and wife, 400 00

Passage of Messrs. Walsh and Brod-

head, and wives, from Boston to

Calcutta, 900 GO

36,137 84

$73,904 31

MISSION IN SIAM.

Expenditures on account of the

Mission at Bangkok, 6,389 83

MISSIONS IN CHINA.

Expenditures on account of the

Canton Misfion, C,150 37

Outfit of ]\Irs. Kerr, 200 00
Passage of Dr. and Mrs. Kerr from

New York to Hong Kong, 600 00

6,950 37

Ningpo Mission, 21,308 00
Shanghai Mission, 10,400 20

38,658 57
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is every reason to believe that under the new order of things the work can

be prosecuted with greatly increased facilities, and in the face of far less

prejudice and opposition, than heretofore. In Siam, abundant opportuni-

ties are afforded for inculcating the great truths of Christianity, and no
hinderances are interposed to the general distribution of books, or the preach-

ing of the Word. China is every day becoming more and more accessible to

the heralds of the cross. The barriers which have for so many generations

rendered the Empire of Japan inaccessible to the Church, have been so far

removed as to open the way for sending to that interesting people messengers

of the glad tidings of salvation. Africa, one of the first fields towards which

the heart of the Church turned, when it began anew to expand with earnest

desire and purpose to fulfil the Master's great commission, and which then was
to a great extent a land unknown, now appears from amidst the dark cloud

which has so long hung over her, a continent teeming with a population whose

hands are stretched forth for the Bread of Life. Crossing over to South

America, we find representatives of our Church beginning the work of restor-

ing the truth as it is in Christ Jesus to the misguided disciples of Rome, no

man forbidding them. Whilst in our own territory, the Indian, taught by our

faithful missionaries, is finding a refuge and a resting-place, after all his wan-

derings, under the folds of Zion's tabernacle. The field is wide open, and the

harvest truly is great, but the labourers are few. The Report calls especial atten-

tion to the facts that in India the number is five less than reported in 1857,

and that, whilst there is but one missionary candidate under appointment, two
or three brethren now in that field are in precarious health. This will serve

to indicate how great is the demand for a large increase of laborers. Indeed,

all other wants seem to be small at this time in comparison with that of men,

consecrated and furnished as Evangelists, to go everywhere amongst the heathen

and preach unto them Jesus.

In view of the facts thus briefly adverted to, the Committee would recom-

mend the following resolutions for the adoption of the General Assembly :

1. Resolved, That it becomes us as a Church, humbly, yet with our whole

heart, gratefully to acknowledge the goodness and grace of God in giving so

signal an answer during the past year to the prayers of his people, in restrain-

ing the wrath of the heathen, taking obstacles out of the way of his servants,

preserving their lives, and setting his approving seal to their labours by accom-

panying them with the marked and eff3ctual influence of hh Holy Spirit.

2. Resolved, That the Providence of God calls the Church, in tones that

cannot but be heard, and ought to be heeded by all her ministers and members,

to the exercise of increased liberality in contributing of their substance to the

service of Christ in this particular department of that service ; but especially

that they should accompany the exercise of this grace with that of prayer to

the Lord of the harvest that he would send forth labourers into the harvest, that

he would abundantly shed upon them the Spirit of promise that they may be

endued with power for their work, and then pour out the same Spirit in copious

effusion upon the nations, that their hearts may be opened to receive the truth

in the love of it, that they may be saved.

3. Resolved, I'hat the General Assembly highly approve of the efforts made
by the Board to enlist the interest of the children of the Church in the work
of Foreign Missions, and they would urge upon all Pastors and Ruling Elders

throughout the Church, to instruct the baptized members, in their respective

congregations, in regard to their obligation in this matter as members of the

Church, and upon parents, that they endeavour to train their children to the

habitual discharge of their obligations.

4. Resolved, That the Report of the Board be approved and referred to the

Executive Committee for publication.


