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cepting a few hundred volumes, the whole of these have been sold,

realizing rs. 1,559."

Medical mid Philanthropic Work.

The dispensary at Lahore, under the superintendence of Rev. C. B.

Newton, and in charge of a native physician, has been instrumental

in doing much good in alleviating suffering, etc. The number of pa-

tients receiving attention was 26,018. Miss S. Seward, M.D„ has been

able during most of the year to continue her self-denying labors, and

to visit in the zenana and dispensary 2,650 patients. She speaks of

the need of a better building for the dispensary, and of the interest of

several Europeans in her work. " In the zenana a greater number
have been those who from their high caste are most rigidly excluded.

They are usually very intelligent and attractive ; many can read and

write well, and would form a most hopeful class to work among were

it not that very often all efforts at reHgious instruction are thwarted by

the older women or male members of the family. These latter are

usually very ready to argue with us, often in English, but will jealously

watch to prevent all conversation with the women. Sometimes grati-

tude for physical relief softens these prejudices, so that those who at

first regarded our very touch as pollution, are won to listen with re-

^spectful attention."

MISSION IN SIAM.

Bangkok : on the River Meinam, 25 miles from its mouth ; occupied as a

mission station in 1840 to 1844, and from 1847 to the present time ; missionary la-

borers—Rev. Noah A. McDonald ; Rev. Messrs. James W. "Van Dyke and Eugene
P. Dunlap, and their wives, and Rev. John N. Culbertson ; Miss Susie D. Grim-
stead ; one native licentiate preacher, two native Christian teachers.

Petcuaburi : on the western side of the Gulf of Siam, 150 miles south-west
from Bangkok ; occupied as a mission station in 1861 ; missionary laborers—Rev.

S. G. McFarland and his wife ; Miss Sarah Coffman ; Miss Mary L. Cort ; one native

licentiate preacher, one teacher.

In this country : Mrs. McDonald.

Rev. S. R. House and his wife have been compelled, by the state of

health of the latter, to sever their relations with the Board after a serv-

ice of nearly thirty years. This is done with the regret of all parties.

Work at Ayuthia has been suspended owing to the want of laborers.

This is to be dejilored, as there are several Christians at or near this

station. By the transfer of Mr. Dunlap to Bangkok, preaching in the

bazaar chapel at Petchaburi had also to be suspended, and evanj^elistic

work to be curtailed. Preaching was kept up in the Capital, in the

streets and market- places, and many listened with interest to the

truths proclaimed. Regular services were maintained in the chapels

at both stations each Lord's day with encouraging prospects. Be-

sides the general weekly prayer-meeting, several others were estab-

lished at Petchaburi. One a weekly female prayer-meeting conducted

by Miss Coffman, another a daily evening meeting for prayer and con-

ference at the house of the native preacher. " To give more direct-
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nf?ss to their prayers they have been accustomed to have particular

subjects for each evening of the week. Thus on Monday evenings

they pray for those who have heard the Gospel on the Sabbath ; on
Tuesday evening for a baptism of the Spirit on the members of the

church ; on another evening for the baptized children and the uncon-
verted in the families of the church." A prayer-meeting was com-
menced by several boys connected with the school. From this pray-

ing circle four boys have united with the church. Several neighbor-

hood meetings were also held at the houses of members. The ladies

have also taken with them native women as Bible-readers, and have
gone from house to house reading and explaining God's Word.

Religious services were also held at the outstations Bangkaboon,
Baulaam, and Wangtaka with much encouragement. At one of these

places the people expect soon to build a chapel with funds raised on
the field ; at another there are six Christians, and others are waiting

to profess their faith in Christ.

Unusual religious interest has characterized this mission during

the year. " There has been an attention to the truth and respect for

Christianity manifested by the peoi^le, so different from what we have
heretofore witnessed, that we notice it with great rejoicing." This

revived state of things has been especially true at Petchaburi, where
i6 have been added to the church, and since the report was forwarded

8 others have been received into its communion, making a total of 44. •

The general attendance on Sabbath services has been 130. To the

church at Bangkok 8 were added, and recently 4 more have been re-

ceived. " All of the church members when called upon leail in prayer,

and a good number of them volunteer to speak a word for Christ."

The liberality of the church members has been quite commendable

—

more than 8100 were given for benevolence. In the Sabbath-schools

at the two stations are gathered about 200 men, women, and children

who study the Bible and the catechism, and commit to memory hymns
and portions of the Word of God.

ScJiools.

This is an im])ortant agency for reaching the peoj^le and for im])art-

ing divine truth. The schools are gaining in favor. The schohxrs

have mostly remained during the whole year, and have attended

church, the Sabbatii-school, and morning prayers.

The Boarding institutions at Bangkok are some five miles apart.

The Boys' school numbers 2)^ pupils. A few of them pay for tiieir

board. Most in the school are diligent students. Some few are day-

scholars. The Girls' Boarding-School has somewhat decreased in

numbers, owing to the removal of the former teachers. " The Siamese

are very sus])icious of new-comers. When asked to send their

daughters, they reply that they must wait until they know the hearts of

the teachers." Two of the elder girls give evidence of being sincere

Christians, and will soon unite with the church. All of them volun-

tarily attend the prayer-meeting, and they are raising money to furnish

the pulpit for the new chapel.



MISSION IN SIAM. 59

The Industrial School for girls at Petchabiui has 58 on its roll.

Those who attend are engaged in various departments of study. " It

is a great pleasure to notice the imi;)rovenient in the work of the pupils,

and the change in their countenance and manner, as they begin to

find that they really can do what they see others do. It gives them

self-respect, and is one of the most important branches of our work."

Si.x of the pupils have been received into the communion of the

church. In the boarding department are nine boys and two girls.

The school under Miss Cort's care has numbered 51. Teaching the

Gospel has been made i)rominent. The school is supported in part

by the native Christians.

Touring.— The Press.

One of the native preachers has devoted much of his time in going

from place to place distributing books and conversing with the people

on religious topics. A tour was made from Petchaburi to Rathboree,

and another was made north of Bangkok, preaching, teaching, and
giving God's Word to the people.

Mr. McFarland has been able to give to the ])eop1e a new hynm
and tune book. It contains 68 pieces of music. The tunes are

called by the names of those who contributed toward the issue of the

hymnal. This meets a felt want.

The following issues have come from the press : A new translation

of the- Book of Kings and of Job, 1,500 copies each ; Einstle to the

Hebrews, 1,000 copies; and ist and 2d Peter, 1,000 copies; The
Golden Balance, 1.500 copies, and the same number of Hints to the

Wise.
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" We rejoice and give thanks that God is carrying on His own work.
It is increasing and widening without our efforts to extend it, and we
can not, nay, we dare not, confine it. As well might we attempt to re-

strain the growth of a healthy tree as to curtail the work. It must
expand and grow, and its expansion or contraction are altogether be-

yond our control. We, therefore, make our most earnest plea for

more funds and more laborers that we may be enabled to do the work
that God is putting into our hands,"

MISSION AMONG THE LAOS.

Chieng-Mai : on the River Quee Ping, 500 miles north of Bangkok ; occupied as
a mission station, 1867 ; missionary laborers—Kev. Daniel McGilvary, and M, A-
Cheek, M.D., and their wives.

In this country : Rev. Jonathan Wilson and his wife.

Rev. J. Wilson and his family were obliged, from failure of health,

to return to the United States, They hope in time to resume their

cherished work among the Laos. Mr. Wilson expects, whilst at home,
to procure Laos type and a press, which are greatly needed. The re-

port presents some encouraging features of the work, especially at the

close of the year

:

" The Gospel has been regularly preached on Sabbath, and more or

less daily at the station. During the dry season a number of short

tours were taken out into the neighboring villages, one or two as far

as Lappoon, varying in length from two days to a week. In March a
longer tour of a month was made to Muang Kaan, Muang Chiang-
dow, and Muang Pow, small towns to the north of the capital. Nan
Inta accompanied and aided much, as he always does, by his intelli-

gent zeal in his Master's cause,"
In these trips some interesting cases were found where the truth

was accepted as God's Word, and a determination manifested to give

up their own false system for the Gospel.
" But the item of deepest interest during the year, and the one that

has caused us most joy, has been the accession of five additional

members to the church by baptism, all women. They vary in age
from a young girl of seventeen, to women in the decline of life. Two
of these were received in January—the one a widow of one of the

martyrs, and the other had long been connected with our family. The
remaining three were baptized on the first Sabbatli in September.
One is the wife of Nan Inta, and the others both daughters of the

widow mentioned above. The general deportment of all these has

been unexceptionable
; and they, with the other church members, we

think are growing in grace. Besides these. Lung Noi Chai, a former
church member, who had been suspended for complicity with spirit-

worship during family illness, was restored to church fellowship in

January, This makes our present number of native members nine,

two more than in 1869, when the hand of persecution was raised to

scatter the iiock." Five more have lately been baptized.
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" Another encouraging feature of the year's work, was the opening
of a small temporary chapel on the road in a corner of our lot, the

first attempt of the kind that has ever been made. This has been so

far successful, as to show more and more our need of a permanent
chapel or church. Our present temporary bamboo house is entirely

too small, and unworthy of the cause and of the Church. It is desirable

to have a good church built in close proximity to the hospital, whose
patients and their friends almost daily attend morning and Sabbath
worship, and more than two of whom have manifested more than

ordinary interest in the Gospel. Two of the patients are now learn-

ing to read Siamese, and we hear a good report from another who is

resisting the ridicule of his friends in his village ten miles distant, and
endeavoring to serve Jesus alone. Another pleasing evidence of the

advance made during the year, is the number that have learned, and
are still learning to read, the Siamese language, generally with the

expressed" design of reading our Scriptures. Mrs. McGilvary has
taught several girls, and as many boys and men have learned some of
them by their own perseverance, with but little aid from any one.

Having no portion of the Scriptures in Laos, not even in MS., we find

it best to adopt the Siamese, and design to encourage all that we can
to learn that language. Some who work during the day snatch a few
moments from their work, and we hear our servants reading till bed-
time nearly every night. We not only have a better hold on those

who learn to read, but also those who become Christians are much
more intelligent than they can otherwise become. This, with a few
pupils that Mrs. Cheek has had since her arrival, and a class of hers

on the Sabbath, is all the effort that has been made toward a school,

which yet remains one of the great needs of the mission, second
only to the press."

It is considered important that, at this stage of the mission work, a
girls' school should be established, which would undoubtedly receive

the favor of the king and queen, and if two young ladies could under-
take it, they would wield considerable influence over the princesses and
their families, as well as over others.

Ur. Cheek has been successfully engaged in the medical depart-

ment. It is very " important to have commodious hospital buildings,

where the patients could be treated under the physician's eye, away
from the incantations of spirit doctors, and where ^they will for a
time come more or less under the influence of the truth." The in-

creasing willingness, and in some cases eagerness of the sick to come
to the hospital, shows the need and the value of such a building. Of
the patients treated during six months, 148 were applications from one
day to ten days' journey from Chieng-mai. Nearly all the cases were
successfully treated. Among these was that of the queen, who
sought, while in a critical condition, the aid of Dr. Cheek, and the

means employed were blessed to her recovery.
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Tuscany ; Rome and Naples ; Sicily. We have in this field forty

churches, sixteen stations, tifty localities occasionally visited, thirty

pastors, sixteen evangelists, four colporteurs, fifty-three teachers, one

thousand five hundred children in the Sunday-schools and about two

thousand in the day-schools. These new churches contributed last

year twenty-six thousand seven hundred and ninety-five francs and
sixty-four centimes (26,795 frs. 64 cen.) toward their own support and
benevolent works.

" The annual Synod of the Vaudois Church is an assembly of one

hundred members, comprising pastors and delegates. They read and

discuss the reports of the different administrations, which are subjected

to the most rigorous examination.

"The Theological Seminary is at Florence, An impartial pen

testified lately that during the twenty years of its existence, not one of its

pupils had ever given cause for complaint. This is a fact that should

be made known to all those who know that institutions of this sort

have generally been a failure in Italy, one after another, as has hap-

pened successively in Genoa, Milan, and Rome."

In closing its Report for another year, the Board is able to speak

with gratitude to God and with encouragement to the churches of the

success which has attended mission labor in many of its distant fields.

In Siam and Persia the Holy Spirit's power has been felt in an unusual

degree, and goodly numbers have been gathered into the churches. In

China, Japan, Syria, and Mexico, the number of accessions has been

comparatively large. On all sides the general indications of increased

interest in the truth are multipHed. The promise of the Great Head
of the Church to be present with His people in their effort to fulfill

His last command is being fulfilled.

But the work is not without trials of various kinds which try the faith

of the Church. In Mexico, although nearly six lumdred communi-

cants have been added, yet a large part of the year has borne witness

to political disorder and revolution ; man^ of the little congregations

have been visited with persecution—some even unto death—and in the

northern portion of the field the missionaries of the Board have been

assaulted, and their work seriously interrupted. In Northern China

the attention and help of the missionaries has been imperatively called

for by the sufferings of the people by famine. Heart-rending scenes

and api>eals have been almost constant, and bodily want has engrossed

the minds of those who were approached with the messages of the truth.

On the other hand, timely supply of food has, in many instances, pre-

pared grateful hearts for the Gospel.

As the year closes, the missions in Syria and in Persia seem likely to

be more or less involved in the consequences of a great Oriental war.
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Payments hy the Board of Foreign Missions of the Presbyterian Church from
May 1, 1876, to May 1, 1877.

MISSIONS.

MISSIONS IN INDIA.

Expenditures on account of
Lodiana Mission, $70,203 61
Furrukhabad Mission, 37,902 97
Kolapoor " 6,937 97 $115,103 58

MISSIONS IN SIAM AND LAOS.

Expenditures on account of 16,210 48

MISSIONS IN CHINA.

Expenditures on account of

Canton Mission, 16,726 88
Kingpo and Shantung Missions, 51,797 96 68,524 84

MISSION TO THE CHINESE IN CALIFORNIA.

Expenditures on account of 13,928 45

MISSIONS IN JAPAN.

Expenditures on account of 15,019 45

MISSIONS IN SYRIA.

Expenditures on account of 61,849 84

MISSIONS IN PERSI.\.

Expenditures on account of 35,328 36

MISSIONS IN AFRICA,

Expenditures on account of

Liberia Mission. 7,405 41

Gaboon and Corisco Mission, 11,446 59 18,852 00

MISSIONS IN SOUTH AMERICA.

Expenditures on account of

Bogota Mission, 3,875 14

Brazil " 47.559 64

Chili
" 11,082 92 62,517 70

MISSIONS IN MEXICO.

fkpenditures on account ot 31,484 78
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Womaxi's Foreign Missionary Society of the Presbyterian Church,

Philadelphia.

The year ending May ist, 1877, has brought to this society a blessing

in increase of work, of workers, and of means. In all these respects,

we doubt not that there would have been much larger growth, had not

business depression and the consequent difficulty of enlarging any

church or benevolent work operated against expansion. But one

hundred new auxiliaries, and fifty-three new bands, with four new
Presbyterial Societies, (making in all, seven hundred and forty-eight

auxiliaries, three hundred and ninety-five bands, and thirty Presbyterial

Societies) have been established. These new organizations, with renewed

activity on the part of those previously formed, have brought our receipts

up to a point considerably in advance of any former year, viz., to $86,-

094.59, exclusive of last year's balance. This sum represents a great

deal of prayerful, faithful, labor ; often against real difficulties in the

way, and needing self-denial and unusual diligence to overcome them

and fulfil pledges made.

This society has now eighty-seven missionaries under its care, in-

cluding those on the field or under appointment, or at home for rest

and restoration of health. The sum of $5,015 has been raised by us

during the year for the Home for Chinese women in San Francisco,

and ^4,500 as our share of the amount needed for the school building

in Tripoli, Syria. Other sums have been raised for special needs of

missionaries, for the famine sufferers in China, and for other minor

objects not included i'n our ordinary work, but approved by the Board

of Foreign Missions.
" Woman's Work " and " Children's Work " are both at a barely self-

sustaining point in their subscription lists, with no margin left for extra

expense or temporary loss. But we hope for decided advance in

both this year, so that this point will be left far behind.

There is one thing to be noted in this work as the years go on.

It is rarely now done under the spasmodic influence of excitement, or

from the impulse aroused by appeal and consequent emotion. It is

becoming year by year a rnore deep, steady, reliable stream, flowing

constantly and from a high and inexhaustible source, along its appointed

channel. This is, we believe, the true way to accomplish what we
have undertaken, and hence this is the sort of eftbrt which we en-

courage and promote—not condemning the appeals and impulses when

they are occasionally and naturally used, but having more faith in the

steady, deliberate action, which puts its hand to the plough, and keeps

it there till the work-day is over and the night has come "when no

man can work "—or rather till the summons of a Sabbath of rest in

Heaven is heard.

The Woman's Board of Missions of the North-west.

This Board is able to report greatly-increased vigor during the past

year. Its receipts were $25,390, of which were paid to Mr. Rankin,
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$23,721, showing a gain over the year previous of nearly

$5,000. Many new auxiliary societies have been formed, and a
wider and deeper spirit of liberality and consecration has been manifest-

ed by the women of the North-west in regard to missions. Many who
had felt no interest before, and some, even, who had looked upon
foreign missions with a critical eye, have learned to look upon its

claims and its successes as a new revelation.

There is little danger that the great West will be abandoned to a
policy of selfishness, and a disregard to the perishing in other lands, so

long as its Christian women are earnestly devoted to prayer and effort

in their behalf.

The Board is exerting its energies in behalf of benighted women
among our American Indians, who have been the chief sufferers in all

those wars which have well nigh extinguished so many noble tribes.

They have also done something for their sex in Mexico, so long cursed
by Papal superstition and impurity, and in Brazil, where similar errors

and vices have long borne sway. They have sent forth their sympa-
thies to far-off Africa, and it is an interesting circumstance, that. an
auxiliary in the young State of Iowa supports a female missionary on
that dark coast where the American slave trade spread its ravages a
century and a half ago.

This Board has a large share in the work of the Persian mission, to

which it has added three female missionaries during the year.

Its work extends to India, where it is engaged in school work, and
to China, to which it has sent out a young lady during the year. Noth-
ing can be more valuable to the young churches of the West, than this

wide extension of their sympathies and efforts to distant lands. Their
own life and help are to be found in this work. With it they will grow
into a broad, and healthy, and apostolic Christianity ; without it they
would sink into selfish jealousy of the heathen whom they should care
for, and in the end suffer a fatal decline of apathy, worldliness, and in-

fidelity.

Some of the conventions and other public meetings of the Board,
and especially its annual meeting, which was held in April, at Chicago,
have risen to the highest degree of interest ever reached by any of
their missionary gatherings. The Board enters upon its new year with
great hope and enthusiasm, and not without earnest prayer for the di-

vine blessing.

The Ladies' Board of Missions of New York.

The Seventh Annual Report of the Ladies' Board represents eighteen

months of labor, owing to a change in the time of presenting the

Report. During this period the work of the Board has been greatly

blessed, both abroad and at home ; the foundation of Presbyterial

organizations bringing into active co-operation with us many churches
where no female missionary societies had hitherto existed. We report


