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MISSION IN SIAM. 6l

MISSION IN SIAM.

Bangkok : on the River Meinam, 25 miles from its mouth ; occupied as a mission
station in 1840 to 1844, and from 1847 to the i)resent time ; missionary laborers—Rev.
Messrs. James W. Van Dyke and Euijene P. Dunlap, and their wives, and Rev. John
N. Culbertson and Rev. James M. McCauley ; Miss Jennie Kooser ; one native
licentiate preacher, two native Christian teachers.

Petchabubi : on the western side of the Gulf of Siam, 150 miles south-west from
Bangkok ; occupied as a mission station in 1861 ; missionarj' laborers—Rev. S. G.
Met arland and his wife ; Miss Sarah Cotiman ; Miss Maiy L. Cort ; one native
licentiate preacher, six Bible-women.

In this counU-y : Rev. N. A. McDonald and his wife.

The mission was weakened by the return home of Rev. N, A.
McDonald in May last, and by that of Miss Grimstead, who was
obliged to leave on account of ill-health. Much to her own regret

and that of the Board, she will not be able to return to Bangkok.
Mr. McDonald wishes, as soon as he can, to return with his family.

These changes led to the transfer of Rev. J. W. Van Dyke from
Petchaburi, to take charge of the l>oarding-school at Bangkok.

Rev. James M. McCauley, of Owatonna, Minn., and Miss Jennie
Kooser, of New Wilmington, Ba., sailed for Siam Nov. ist, which
they reached at the beginning of the year.

Owing to the small force in the field, the Ayuthia station had to be
abandoned, and some of the laborers were so overburdened with work
that their health gave way.

Churches.—The year has been one of marked religious interest at

both the stations, and a large and important accession has been made
to the churches— 13 at Bangkok and 26 at Petchaburi, The Christian

deportment of the members of the church has been, on the whole,

consistent. There were some cases of discipline reported, which it is

hoped will be blessed to the good of the offenders and the purity of

the church. The Presbytery expects soon to organize two new
churches, and to place a native laborer at Ayuthia. Bangkok church
has 42 members, and Petchaburi 60.

Schools.— In connection with the building of the Industrial School
at Petchaburi, the following incident is mentioned :

" The Siamese Government, including the king and some of the

highest nobles, have publicly expressed themselves as pleased with our
work, and have given most substantial proof of their approval of our
efforts to establish schools in this kingdom. The king and some of

the higher princes have contributed ^2,260 for the erection of a school
building at Petchaburi ; and the king has recently made a contribu-

tion of one hundred volumes of the Ciovernment school grammar and
reader combined, and agrees to furnish more as soon as they shall be
needed. The king's private secretary stated that the king had said he
could not help the missionaries in establishing their religion, but he
was willing to do all he could toward establishing schools. We feel

thankful for the help received from the Siamese Government, and
also for the evidence that God is working vvith us and blessing our
labors."

There are two boarding-schools at Bangkok. The boys' school at
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the lower station and that of the girls at the upper mission compound.

The former is under the care of Rev. E. P. Dunlap, who reports that

" The school numbers 40 pupils. During the year the average at-

tendance has been 35. Over one-third of the boys are day scholars,

and a majority of the boarders are pay scholars. They have been

quite regular in their attendance, and have made very fair progress in

their studies. They have been taught in arithmetic, geography, gram-

mar, reading, history, comijosition in English and Siamese. All are

required to study the Bible ; all attend morning prayers, Sunday-

school, church, and a weekly prayer-meeting and praise-meeting, con-

ducted by the principal.

" The school needs a new building. The one now in use is too

small, and very much the worse for the wear of years."

The Girls' Boarding and Day-school was under the charge of Miss

Grunstead until she was obliged to leave the field from failure of health.

Twelve of the eighteen enrolled were boarders, three of whom paid

for their education ; the others were received as charity scholars, and for

a term of years. The school is growing in favor, and the number of

scholars promises to be much larger.

Mrs. Dunlap organized a school for the children of church members,

which is self-supporting. It numbers 11 pupils. The children are

tauf^ht to sing, commit Bible verses, sew, and study the Siamese lan-

guage.

The Industrial School at Petchaburi has 78 names on the roll—boys,

24, o-irls, 54, of whom 18 are boarders. The school under the direct care

of Miss Cort has had 41 in attendance during the year— 24 girls and 17

boys. Besides these schools. Miss Cort opened another some distance
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from the mission compound, which has been instructed by a native wom-
an. Miss Cort says :

" I visit the school on Saturday mornings, examine
into the progress of the pupils, and teach them to sing and sew; an extra

Bible lesson is usually given, and visitors are all invited to attend church

on the Sabbath. In this way quite a number have been brought to hear

the Gospel. Taking a band of seven native Christian women with us,

we held a prayer-meeting in this school-house one Wednesday, at which

a hundred or more people were present. They filled the room, and
crowded all about the doors and windows. Another meeting has been
held since then, and the crowd and interest seemed equally great."

This school has 31 on its roll. Mrs. McFarland has a school of 15
scholars in one of the Laos villages. She devotes much of her time

and strength to the Industrial School. There are in all the schools of

the two stations 287 pupils.

The Press.—Several books have been issued during the year, among
them a work called " Judge ye," or Evidences of Christianity, prepared

by Rev. S. G. McFarland; a translation of "Peep of Day," by Miss

Coffnian ; a Siamese Reader, by Mrs. McFarland ; and two Tracts,

by Rev. J. W. Van Dyke. No report has been received of the issues

of the press except an edition of 1,000 copies of Exodus, 129 pages

each.

MISSION AMONG THE LAOS.

Chieng-Mai : on the River Quee Ping, 500 miles north of Bangkok ; occupied as
a mission station, 1867; missionary laborers—Rev. Daniel McGilvary and M. A.
Cheeli, M.D., and their wives.

In this country: Rev. Jonathan Wilson and his wife.

Dr. Cheek felt constrained, owing to the state of his health, to

leave his work and return to Bangkok. The rest has been of much
service to him. He started January 15th to return to Chieng-Mai, to

resume his labors among the people. The year, throughout the whole
Laos country, has been remarkable for its sickliness. After Dr.

Cheek's absence from the field, Mr. McGilvary was able to admin-
ister medicine and aft'ord much relief to many who came to him.

The health of Mrs. Wilson has so much improved, that Mr. Wilson
intends returning to Chieng-Mai the coming summer.
The report of the Lord's doings in this mission is full of hope and

encouragement, as the following extracts show :

" Our baptisms during the year ending Sept. 30th have been seven-

teen, ten adults and seven children. This makes our present adult

native membership nineteen—whole number of communicants twenty-

one." Since this date others have been added.
" These figures, though encouraging, do not show the extent of the

gain to the cause during the year. Eight of the ten adults baptized

are male heads of families. No two of them live in the same village,

and some of them have extensive family connections. They are

among the best material in the country out of which to build up a
working church. One is a young unmarried woman, and the tenth is

a young man who promises to be very useful. They are all in the
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prime of life except two, aged sixty-seven and seventy-three, who
have heard the call and embraced the promised blessings at the elev-

enth hour.

"Their deportment has been very exemplary, and we have had
much comfort in their consistent example. We think the Laos are

going to make working Christians. A number of these have been
gathered in as the original disciples. ' He findeth his own brother

Simon, and he brought him to Jesus.' One has said to his son or his

friend, come and see what great things the Lord hath done for me.
And he came and saw and heard and believed. We have nothing in

our surroundings, nothing in our service to attract attention but the

truths taught. Our chapel is simply a bamboo shed.
" Another peculiarity of our work is, that we have less than any

other mission of those subordinate aids to the preaching of the Gospel.

We have no school, no press. We had the benefit of Dr. Cheek's
medical skill the first seven months of the year, and during the whole
year the favor which quinine and other remedies that a non-profes-

sional man can use, has gained. The malarial fever in some districts

has been little short of a plague. Yesterday we prescribed for about
one hundred cases, and sold or distributed over two ounces of quinine.

This brings the people to us, and gives us frequent daily opportunities

of preaching the Gospel, while all our hospital accommodations are full

of patients who come to be treated on the compound. Besides the

favor gained, and the opportunity of a hearing given to so many, the

medicine is undermining, as nothing else has ever done, the hold of

spirit-worship on the people. Many now openly ridicule the treat-

ment of their own physicians, to which they so recently reverently

submitted.

"While we have had no regularly organized school, except our Sab-

bath-school of about twenty pupils, old and young, we have yet had
one of the most successful mission-schools. Our plan has been to

induce every man or woman or child that we could to learn to read

the Siamese character. Nearly all who have become interested in our

doctrines have done so. We put them directly into a gospel or the

Shorter Catechism, and explain its meaning while they are taught to

read it. No little portion of my own time has been thus spent in

instructing inquirers, in the drudgery of which I have been much aided

by the native Christians. Over twenty have thus been taught to read

well. One or two of them are princes, and others are still learning.
" We think the external obstacles have been gradually yielding. The

king and princes have thrown no obstacles in the way. One of our

converts was baptized with the consent of the Viceroy and his wife,

while the Siamese Judge is not only friendly to ourselves, but really

seems to love to listen to the truth, of which he is a constant reader.

We surely have great reason for gratitude that the present incumbent
is so favorable to our work, and we ask that special prayers be made
for him and the other rulers. The importance that the study of the

Siamese has attained, shows that one of our great needs is a school

for which we need make no other appeal. The time is propitious for

commencing a school, as soon as suitable ladies can be procured."
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Payments hy the Board of Foreign Missions of the Presbyterian Church from
May 1, 1877, to May\, 1878.

MISSIONS.

MISSIONS IN INDIA.

Expenditures on account of

Lodiana Mission, $59,390 37
Furrukhabad Mission, 30,528 27
Kolapoor " 5,143 23 $95,061 87

MISSIONS IN SIAM AND LAOS,

Expenditures on account of 21,826 21

MISSIONS IN CHINA.

Expenditures on account of
Canton Mission, 12,454 31
Ningpo and Shantung Missions, 63,5(33 43 76,016 74

MISSION TO THE CHINESE I.N CALIFORNIA.

Expenditures on account of 13,963 03

MISSIONS IN JAPAN.

Expenditures on account of 24,841 46

MISSIONS IN SYRIA.

Expenditures on account of - 65,816 25

MISSIONS IN PERSIA.

Expenditures on account of 42,478 76

MISSIONS IN AFRICA.

Expenditures on account of

Liberia Mission. 4,494 43
Gaboon and Corisco Mission, 9,805 61 14,300 04

MISSIONS IN SOUTH AMERICA.

Expenditures on account of
iiogota Mission, 3,712 63
Brazil " 38,194 01

Chili ' 9,139 94 51,046 58

MISSIONS IN MEXICO.

Expenditures on account of 82,003 23
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and also from the fact that some of our auxiliaries have been induced
to divert part of the funds pledged by them to other objects. But we
are enabled to report receipts, $31,368, as against expenses, 131,155.
Of the amount sent to Mr. Rankin, Treasurer, ^4,000 were acknowl-
edged by him in the Report of the Board for the previous year.

One hundred and thirty-nine new societies and bands have been
formed, some of them located near the Rocky Mountains.
The Presbyterial organizations have increased in nuniber and effi-

ciency. We are now pledged to support and follow with our prayers,

thirty-one n)issionaries, five of them in this country.

In Mexico the transfer of the Monterey field from the A. B. C. F. M.
to our Assembly's Board, ofters new work for our churches. This is a
field planted years ago by Miss Rankin.

In Brazil we have four schools, besides an Orphan Home recently

established, under the care of Miss Dagama. The object of this school

is to train a class of teachers who will be fitted to live among the peo-
ple and as the peoi)le. We have assumed this work as well as the

support of Miss Dagama.
In Persia we hear of an interesting work among the Armenians of

Lalavva, a democratic portion of the city of Tabriz, Miss Jewett has

spent part of her time in a translation of the Gospel of Mark in Tartar-

Turkish—the spoken language of Tabriz—and whic'n Mr. Labaree is

revising. This gives them Matthew, Mark, John, and a few Psalms.
They have the whole New Testament in Armenian. In Teheran a

hopeful outlook is in the interest manifested among the Mohammedans,
Miss Dean is on her return to Persia.

In India we have assumed the support of Miss Thackwell, already

on the ground. From our difterent stations come encouraging reports

of progress.

From Ningpo and Chefoo we have cheering accounts of the Lord's

doings among the people.

Two ladies have been sent to Japan, from which, as well as from
Africa, we have reports of progress.

Our missionaries among the Indians have to contend with supersti-

tion in many forms, as well as the natural stubbornness of the Indian

character. Our Creek Mission reports :
" Our school has never been

more properous, yet we want to see more evidence of the Holy Spirit

among us."

The Ladies' Board of Missions of New York,

The work of the Ladies' Board of Missions has during its eighth year,

ending April 16, 1878, shown an encouraging progress. The interest in

missions has been strengthened among the women of our churches, and the

accounts from our foreign stations cause great thankfulness and hope for the

future. The Ladies' Board now numbers 13 Presbyterial Societies and 313
Auxiliaries and Bands. The total receipts of the Society were $26,768.60,

of which $21,731.23 were for foreign missions.

The Ladies' Board has now under its care twenty-seven lady missionaries,

located in the following manner : In Syria, 5 ; in Persia, 2 ; in India, 4 ; in
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China, 3 ; in Siam, 5 ; in Japan, 2 ; in Africa, 6. In these various fields we
are also supporting thirty native Bible-readers and teachers, and we feel that

great good is being accomplished in sending out these native Christians to

teach the Truth to their own people. We have increased the number of

our schools to thirty, and all are in a flourishing condition. In these schools
we pay the expenses of nearly one hundred children, and we rejoice that

many of them, while acquiring education, give evidence that they have been
taught by the Holy Spirit, and are Christ's disciples. In addition to these
educational efforts, we are supporting several young men in Mexico, and
four Nestorian preachers in training for the ministry.

Besides completing the Petchaburi Home and School in Siam, we have
been erecting and furnishing the *' Graham Seminary " in Tokio, Japan, and
the new and commodious building will, without doubt, insure a greater eflfi-

ciency to the schools.

We feel that God's hand has blessed us hitherto, and following His guid-
ance, we shall press on, hoping for the enlargement of our work in the new
year on which we enter.

Woman's Presbyterian Board of Foreign Missions of the Synod of

Albany.

The sixth annual report of the Woman's Presbyterian Board of For-

eign Missions of the Synod of Albany, presents the following summary :

At Ho7ne.—We have sixty-seven Societies, thirty Bands, thirty-seven

new Life-members. We have printed and circulated our last year's re-

ports, have held many interesting missionary meetings, have been
cheered by tidings of increasing interest on the part of our auxiliaries,

and, besides gifts in money, have sent valuable boxes to Teheran, Per-

sia, and to the Indian Territory.

Abroad.—We have six Missionaries, four schools aggregating two
hundred and twenty scholars, thirty-one scholars in other schools, one
Teachership, one Theological stuclent, eleven Bible-readers and native

teachers.

The Gospel is taught and preached in Syria, Persia, India, Siam,
China, Africa, California, and Indian Territory.

Receipts.—The total receipts of the Society for the year are $5,710.-

45 ; amount forwarded to the Board, $5,547.03.
As will be seen from the above, it is comparatively easy to summa-

rize the material work of our Society at home and abroad ; to state sys-

tematically the number of Societies and Bands, the number of Mis-
sionaries and their respective fields of labor, and to give the exact

amount of our offerings in dollars and cents. But we can not so summa-
rize the spiritual. We have recorded the works, but the faith and the

prayer accompanying them is beyond our power to estimate. The con-

version of one scholar in far-off Siam is joyful news, and the legitimate

fruits of Gospel teaching. And when we read of the noble gift of the

King of Siam to the cause of popular education, may we not attribute

it to the influence of the same Gospel which is quietly working in the

heart of the King as surely as in the heart of his youthful subject.

The blessed results of our work are but partially revealed to us here,

but when, in eternity, we shall " walk about Zion and tell the towers
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thereof, mark well her bulwarks, and consider her palaces," we shall

find among the ''living stones" which adorn that temple, those from

Syria, Persia, India, Siam, China, Africa, and America, who have

dropped noiselessly into the places prepared for them, chiseled and
polished by the Master's hand.

The Woman's Missionary Society of the Presbyterian^ ChurchJiof

Brooklyn.'
,. ,,

The work of the Society in the Foreign field has not increased dur-

ing the year ; but the germs of influence we have already planted are

growing and spreading. The school at Tripoli is gaining in numbers
and in favor with the people. It has now on its roll 120. Some of

the pupils come from families of influence in the country whose patron-

age is valuable, and whose example will have weight with the multitude.

It is hoped that a boarding department can soon be connected with

this school.

The Society has sent to the Treasurer of the Foreign Board $1,230
for the year.



TABULAE STATEMEE"T
Of amounts contrihuttd to and draicn from the Treasury, ivith the

number of contributing and non-contributing Churches.

Synod of Albany.

Presbyteries.

Albany
Champlain
Columbia.
Siam
Troy

Synod of Atlantic.

Presbyteries.

Atlantic
Catawba
East Florida
Fairfield

Knox
Yadkin

Synod of Balti-
more.

Presbyteries.

Baltimore
New Castle
Kio de Janeiro
Washington City...

Synod of Central
New York.

Presbyteries.

Binghamton
Otsego
St. Lawrence
Syracuse
Utica

Synod of Cincin-
nati.

Presbyteries.

Chillicothe
Cincinnati
Dayton
Portsmouth

Synod of Cleve-
land.

Presbyteries.

Cleveland
Mahoning
St. Clairsville

Steubenville

Synod of Colorado.

Presbyteries.

Colorado
Houtaua
SautaFe
Utah
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BiDDLE University.

Rev. S. Mattoon, D. D., President.

Rev. J. H. Shedd,*
]

Rev. R. M. Hall, V Professors.

Rev. S. J. Beatty, )

Mrs. M. L. Mattoon, Assistant.

J. P. Crawford, ~|

J, A. Rainey, [ English Tutors.

N. W. Harlee, )

ITS ORIGIN.

At the opening of the late war the number of colored people on
the roll of the Presbyterian Church, in the Southern States, was
about 17,000. Among these were many who had long been recog-

nized as religious " Leaders," practically preachers, men of

acknowledged piety and influence, but sadly lacking in proper
intelligence for their work. The missionaries of the General As-
sembly's Committee on Freedmen readily perceived the necessity

for some means of so training at least a portion of this large

amount of native ability as to fit it in some good degree for proper
usefulness in church work. Accordingly, in the spring of 1867 the

Presbytery of Catawba, (one of the 6 now constituting Atlantic

Synod, which numbers 122 churches—all colored but 4,) directed

one of its members to establish a Theological Class at Charlotte,

N. C. Only three catechist students were under his instructions

that summer.
The great problem, " Who shall teach the teachers of

THE African race—not only here but in the land of their

fathers?" was now before the Church. The Assembly's Com-
mittee on Freedmen determined to follow up the suggestion of

Catawba Presbytery, and in May of the same year, 1867, reported

to the Assembly that buildings were then being erected for " The
Henry J. Biddle Memorial Institute," {now Biddle Uni-
versity,) so named in honor of Major Henry J. Biddle, "who gave
his life for his country in the great rebellion," and whose widow,
(still a constant donor to the institution,) gave in the same year a

handsome sum to aid in the erection of buildings.

professors' houses.

For these a piece of ground was purchased in the City of Char-
lotte, N. C, and with funds then on hand and the aid of two gov-
ernment hospital buildings, purchased by the Assembly's Com-
mittee, two very plain houses for professors were erected thereon,

and using the Freedmen's Presbyterian Church, near by, for the

* As Prop. Shedd now returns to Persia, our Church's work among the Freedmen loses his valuable
services.
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Institute, its first regular session opened September 16, 1867, and
during that term 43 students were admitted, 20 of them candidates

for the Gospel ministry, and 23 seeking preparation for the work
of teaching. In May following, the Committee on Freedmen
reported the institution to the General Assembly, as incorporated

under a Board of Trustees, and enjoying the labors of three min-
isters as professors.

GROUNDS, BUILDINGS AND RE-INCORPORATION.

About this time Col. W. R. Myers, a citizen of Charlotte, N. C,
donated to the institute eight acres in a beautiful location overlook-

ing the city; and in May, 1870, the Committee on Freedmen was
able to report to the Assembly that, with generous aid from the gov-

ernment of the U. S. A., and funds collected, there stood upon this

plat two good sized houses for professors, an institute building 50x54
feet—three stories—and a small dormitory ; the entire property free

from debt. Additional grounds—eleven acres—have since been

obtained, and two additional dormitories, very plain—also a new
act of incor])oration changing the name to Biddle University.
The grounds and buildings are estimated at $18,000.

One of the buildings, the president's house, was entirely con-

sumed by fire in December last. This was a severe stroke to the

University, and also to Dr. Mattoon, who thereby lost not only a

very considerable amount of household goods, but also a large

part of his library and nearly all his manuscripts, together with

rare and highly valued articles collected during his twenty years'

service as a missionary in Siam. A contract, however, to rebuild

during the present summer, ha.s been authorized. Something over

one-third the amount necessary for this purpose has been gener-

ously donated by individuals.

course of study.

For a time after its organization, a regular Classical Course was
not attempted. But now, besides a Preparatory English Course of

two grades. Higher and Lower, and an English Normal Department,

covering a four years' course, it has also a Classical Department re-

quiring the same time, and a Theological Department requiring a

three years' course. Each of these departments, taking them in

the order given above, report 64, 35, 33, and 9; in all, 141

students for the past year.

purpose and work.

Of the 141 students reported for the past year, 77 are professors

of religion, 36 studying for the Gospel ministry—9 of whom think

of going to Africa as missionaries, and 9 serve as catechists ; 45

have taught part of the year, enrolling about 3,000 pupils, and 34

of these, while teaching, have superintended Sabbath-schools en-

rolling about 2,000 scholars.


