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FORTY-NINTH ANNUAL REPORT.

The Board would resi)ectfully submit to the General Assembly the

report of its work in the various Mission fields for the year ending

April 30, 1886, together with the Minutes of its proceedings for the

same period, and it desires to express its grateful sense of the Divine

goodness which has attended its efforts. It would recognize, also, the

fact that the Spirit of God has moved the hearts of his people to sus-

tain the Board in carrying out the appropriations which were made at

the beginning of the year.

In many of the fields there have been marked manifestations of the

Spirit's presence, and blessed fruits have been gathered.

The year has been one of especial prosperity in Japan, where large

accessions have been made. The Union Church, with which our mis-

sion is connected, reports a gain in church membership of eighty per

cent, in two years.

In China, both north and south, no little disturbance has existed,

partially as a result of the late P'ranco-Chinese war, and partly in con-

sequence of the outrages committed upon the Chinese in this country.

Notwithstanding this, encouraging progress has been made, and in the

South special advantages have been gained in a peaceful occupation

both of Kwang Sai province and of the great Island of Hainan.

The newly formed Korean Mission has met with no reversals, but

instead, a still wider influence and a more favorable position have been

gained with the Government and the people.

General prosperity, and a sure but not rapid advance, have marked

the year in the Missions of India ; while in Siam and Laos signal en-

couragements have been given to our missionaries.

The Syria Mission has experienced blessed reviving influences,

especially in Beirut ; and new evidences have appeared of that gen-

eral leaven which is affecting all society, and especially the social con-

dition of woman.

In Persia, also, the work has prospered, and the churches have ad-

vanced in strength and influence. Signal usefulness has marked the

schools and the medical mission.
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The Mission in Mexico has been gradually perfecting its organiza-

tion and arrangement of fields, and has given increased attention to

theological education and to the work of the press. A goodly number

have been added to the churches.

The work in Peru and Colombia has met with serious discourage-

ments, owing in part to the disturbed condition of the country ; but in

Chili and Brazil a good degree of progress has been made.

The evil results which it was feared might follow the change of ad-

ministration in Guatemala have not occurred, and the Mission has

been undisturbed.

The work among the Indians of our own country, always beset

with difficulties, has been faithfully prosecuted, and with some blessed

fruits.

The work among the Chinese has suflfered from the public hostility

toward these people ; but some decided steps in advance have been

made, and on the. part of Christian people all over the land there is an

increased disposition to give them sympathy and instruction.

The Board has been called to mourn the loss of one of its Corre-

sponding Secretaries, Rev. David Irving, D.D., who died on the 12th

of October, after a protracted illness.

Dr. Irving was first engaged from the year 1846 to 1849 as a mis-

sionary of the Board in Northern India, but being compelled to re-

turn home, he spent some years in the pastorate of churches, always

strongly advocating the cause of missions. In 1865 he was appointed

a Secretary of the Board, and from thenceforth devoted his whole life

and strength to the great cause. The vacancy which his death occa-

sioned was filled by the appointment of Rev. John Gillespie, D.D.,

who entered upon his duties on the ist of February^ and has since

given himself earnestly to the work.

In the ranks of our missionaries, five deaths have occurred during

this year. Rev. John Butler, of the Central China Mission, died sud-

denly of cholera at Kukiang, while returning with his family and other

missionaries from a mission meeting at Nanking ; Mrs. Dr. John G. Kerr,

of the Canton Mission, died on the ist of April, while on leave of ab-

sence, in this country; Mrs. Asher Wright, for fifty-three years a mem-
ber of the Seneca Mission, died at the Cattaraugus station, Jan. 21st;

Mrs. M. E. Beall died at Saltillo, Mexico, in May ; Miss S. M. Coff-

man, of the Siam Mission, in November. More particular reference

to the character and work of these faithful missionaries is made in the

reports of the missions with which they were connected.

The total receipts of the Board have been as follows :
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lowing strange uniformity: 18S4, $279,068.95; 1885, $279,73095;
1886, not including special gifts for the debt, $279,916.98. These

amounts taken alone would seem to indicate that the churches had

become station;iry in their support of this great and expanding work

of missions. The total receipts for these years, including the proceeds

of woman's work, legacies, etc., scarcely improves the exhibit. They
are as follows : 1884, $687,396; 1885, $693,257 ; 1886, not including

debt, $686,363. Here is a decrease of $6,594. What makes the mat-

ter worse is that so great a work must depend chiefly on the regular

gifts of the churches, and that upon the pastors and sessions of those

churches under the instruction of the presbyteries must be the re-

sponsibility of deciding whether a cause whose half-century history

of success has been so remarkable shall now remain stationary, and

the fatal limit of Two hundred and seventy-nine shall be in all the

future as in the last three years the impregnable rampart of heathen-

ism, beyond which the spiritual forces of the Presbyterian Church

cannot pass.

Thus the Board respectfully submits to the General Assembly the

great problem with which its own unaided wisdom is not able to cope,

trusting that such Divine assistance shall be given to its Standing Com-

mittee on Foreign Missions, and such zeal to the whole body, as shall

lead to a much ampler support. The situation is rendered more grave

by the present disturbed condition of our country.

The Board has a deep conviction that there are not only abundant

resources at hand for this work, but also a wide-spread and ever deep-

ening missionary spirit in the churches, if only a more thorough organ-

ization and a better concert of action could be secured in the methods

of giving. And especially would we express the hope that the churches,

in the distribution of their gifts among many worthy objects, n)ay re-

member the peculiar responsibility which rests upon them in reference

to their otvn work, which as united and plighted constituencies of the

General Assembly they have jointly undertaken, and especially to

their own sons and daugliters who, relying upon their pledges, have

given up their lives to faithful toil in the dark places of the earth.

MISSIONARIES SENT OUT IN 1885-1886.

Missions to Indian Tribes.

Mrs. George L. Deffenbaugh, to the Nez Perce Mission.

Mrs. John T. Copley, to the Omaha Mission.

Miss Martha A. Shepard, to the Sac and Fox Mission.

Mrs. Minnie Ells, to the Chippewa Mission.
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Mr. W. F. Porter, to the Creek Mission.

Mr. C. L. Croswhite, to the Creek Mission.

Miss Fannie M. Keyes, to the Creek Mission.

Miss Lizzie Welch, to the Creek Mission.

Miss Cora M. Buckbee, to the Creek Mission.

James Junkin, M.D., and wife, to the Seminole Mission.

Mrs. John C. Ballagh.

Miss Carrie H. Rose.

Missmi in Japan.

Missions in China.

John G. Kerr, M.D., returning.

Rev. Benjamin C. Henry and his wife, returning.

B. C. Atterbury, M.D., returning.

Rev. J. H. Judson, returning.

Miss Jennie Anderson, returning.

Rev. William P. Chalfant.

Rev. Frank P. Oilman and his wife.

Robert Coltman, Jr., M.D., and his wife.

Henry M. McCandliss, M.D.

John M. Swan, M.D., and his wife.

Rev. Oscar S. Wisner.

Miss Jessie Wisner.

Miss Ellen T. Ward.

Miss Fannie E. Wight.

Mission in Siam.

Rev. A. Willard Cooper and his wife.

Miss Mary L. Cort, returning.

Miss Mary
J. Henderson.

Miss Jennie M. Small.

Mission to Laos.

Miss Edna S. Cole, returning.

Missions in India.

Rev. James M. Alexander, returning.

Miss Susan A. Hutchison.
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restrictions of the Government being felt in the Sidon field as else-

where. The report states that the Governmental restrictions placed

upon the mission work in 1884 have been not only renewed but re-

doubled in the past year. The native preacher in Mejdil has been
prohibited even from gathering Protestants for prayer in his private

house. Furthermore, the Government has taken jiossession of the

mission premises there and ai)i)ropriated some of the furniture to its

own use. All these difficulties are not without some advantages.

The report says :
" Reducing the attendance of our schools means a

great development among the various sects of an educational work

stinuilated by our instrumentality. The excomnmnicating of members
means the i)urging of the church."

The report speaks of the "sunlight" imparted during the year by

visitors from Christian lands, among whom were named Dr. H. A.

Nelson, Dr. R. R. Booth and party, Col. E. F. Shepherd and wife, of

New York ;
and Senator Ferry, of Michigan.

Of the training-school for boys the report savs : "This school jus-

tifies itself more and more from year to year. Our four outstalions in

Belad B'shara are all held by young men from this school." " The
contraction of our school work," says the report, " may be the divine

method of turning our attention more and more to church work. The
question is sometimes raised by the most e.xperienced members of the

mission whether our educational work has not been absorbing more
than its due proportion of missionary time, strer.gth, and money Its

growth is so rapid that it becomes more exacting year by year. Moved
by the gravity of this question we have searched the statistics of our

Board for light as to the relations of en)i)hasis and success in the two

dei)artments of school and church work in our nine princii)al missions

in foreign lands. Thus, the mission to India is by far the most expen-

sive, has the largest number of pujuls, and is the oldest ; but has the

smallest number of communicants, Siam alone excepted. It is last in

propoition of communicants to foreign missionaries. And Syria, first

in length of years and in proportion of pupils to foreign missionaries,

and second in proportion to endowment of foreign missionaries and in

absolute nuniber of pupils, is also within two of being last in the pro-

portion of communicants to foreign missionaries."

Then follows a reference to the report of the American Board on
the Maharatta mission of 1884, which, referring to the 12,000 pupils

who had there been taught in the common schools, says : "We cannot

point to a single instance of conversion among all this number. With-

out attaching too much importance to statistics such as these, the least

deduction we can make is that experience declines to testify that

church work in missions progresses in proportion to the numerical suc-

cesses of school work, or in proportion to the general outlay of funds."

The report does not, in view of these comparisons, disparage school

work ; it only infers that new emphasis should be given to distinctively

evangelistic and si)iritual work as the main hope of missionary success.

Reference is also made to the striirjency of church discipline in the

Sidon field, and to the fact that, generally, susi>ensions have been
attended with an increased sense of accountability and carefulness.

The easy-going spirit of our home churches may be somewhat sur-

prised to learn that such matters as making a purchase or a journey on
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Sans'li.

This station, about thirty miles east of Kolhapiir, was occupied in*

1884. After much inconvenience, owing to delay in the erection of

buildings, Mr. Graham and family are now comfortably housed on the

mission premises. The chapel and school-house, however, are still in-

complete, so that all indoor services must be held in the mission-

house. These have been well attended, taxing the accommodations to

the utmost. Mrs. Graham has given special attention to the religious

instruction of the girls on Sabbath mornings before the public service.

There are four vernacular schools in connection with the station, most

of which report a good year's work, with the prospect of wider useful-

ness. The boys' school at Sangli has been greatly hindered by some
malicious influence at work, which not only tried to keep scholars from

attending, but which culminated in the school-house being broken into

and jiroperty stolen. As the authorities have been well-disposed

toward the mission hitherto, there is good ground to hope that such

petty persecution will soon cease.

The work among the women opens encouragingly. Mrs. Graham
has access to most of the homes from which the school-girls come, and-

she is pressed with invitations to visit other houses. The facts re-

ported concerning bodily suffering without adequate relief, make a

strong appeal for some form of medical work in connection with that

station.

The attitude of educated natives in Sangli towards mission work is

that of courteous indifference or skeptical quibbling, while their treat-

ment of the missionaries personally is all that could be desired.

Pressed in an argument, one made the following admission and con-

fession : "Such preaching is plain, good, true. If all men would live

according to it, it would regenerate the world. There is only one

difficulty in preaching these things to us Hindus, that is, not that we
cannot understand them—for we can—but we have no relish for

them."

Statistics.

In the absence of accurately tabulated returns in every instance, the

following is submitted as substantially correct ; Five missionaries
; 7

female missionaries ; 2 native licentiates ; i candidate for the min-

istry
; 90 communicants ; added during the year, 6; 500 children in

the schools, and about the same number in Sabbath-schools.

MISSION IN SIAM.

Bangkok : on the River lleinam, 25 miles from its mouth ; occupied as a mission

station 1840 to 1S44, and from 1847 ^o the present time. Missionary laborers—Rev.

Messrs. Noah A. McDonald, D.D., Rev. Jas. W. Van Dyke, Rev. E. Wachter ; Miss

Mary McDonald, Miss Laura A. Olmstead, Miss Jennie M. Small and Miss M. J. Hender-
son, teachers ; two native licentiate preachera ; four native Christian teachers.

Petchaburi : on the western side of the Gulf of Siam, 85 miles southwest from
Bangkok ; occupied as a mission station in 1861. Missionary laborers—Rev. Eugene P.
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Dunlap, Rev. A. W. Cooper, and their wives ; Mrs. C. D. McLaren, and Miss Jennie B.

Neilson, teachers ; three native helpers, two licentiates. Outstations, Bangkaboon,
Paklalay, and other places.

In tins country : E. A. Sturge, M.D., and his wife, Mrs. Van Dyke, Mrs. McDonald,
and Miss Mary L. Cort.

The force in Siam has been lessened by the return of Dr. and Mrs.
Stiirge to this country on account of sickness. Rev. A. W. Cooper and his

wife have been sent to reinforce the mission, but had not reached their

field when the year closed. Miss S. M. Coffman, who had been for some
time in this country on account of severe illness, was called to her re-

ward in November last. For eight years she had been an earnest mis-

sionary at Petchaburi and her death will be deeply felt by both natives

and foreigners.

Churches.—The reports for the past year contain much that incites the

missionaries to go forward, the special feature being not the amount
of fruit already gathered, but the open land and the waiting harvest.

One new church has been organized and forty-six new members on
confession were added to the different churches. Considering the fact

that very great care is taken in receiving new members, these figures

are certainly encouraging. Services in English were kept up by the

missionaries in Bangkok throughout the year, and were attended by
many of the foreigneis resident in that city. In the First Presbyterian

Church of Bangkok, under the care of Rev. Dr. McDonald, the Sun-
day audiences averaged about one hundred persons. Seven new mem-
bers were added on confession of their faiih. The Sabbath-school

in connection with this church had an average attendance of about
seventy-five. Krew Keo, a faithful native assistant of Dr. McDonald,
became deranged through severe illness, and has been unable to

render any hel|) for several months The Second Presbyterian

Church of Bangkok, under the care of Rev.
J.

VV. Van Dyke, has

twenty-eight communicants, ten having been added during the past

year. In the Petchaburi province there are now four churches, all

under the care of Rev. E. P. Dunlap. _ The fourth church, of eleven mem-
bers, was organized in the village of " Ta Rua," twelve miles from
Petchaburi, July 26, 1885. Since its organization six members have
been received on confession and several others on probation. At
Bangkaboon a new chapel has been built costing one hundred and
seventy-five dollars, this sum being contributed by the four churches
of the province. Three persons were added to this church, and at the

close of the year there were ten candidates for membership.
In the Petchaburi church regular services were held twice each Sab-

bath throughout the year. The average attendance was large, and
nineteen new members were received, while about twenty others were
on probation at the close of the year. The Sabbath-school in connec-
tion with this church has been better attended than ever before, the aver-

age number of scholars being seventy. The Christmas dime offering of

these children, amounting to fifteen dollars and ten cents^ rejiresented,

for them, great interest and self-denial. The two licentiates under the

care of Mr. Dunlap have worked faithfully, preaching the Gospel every

week, and the three students for the ministry have pursued their studies
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with interest, making commendable progress and aiding much in evan-

gelistic work. Another young man, the son of one of the native preach-

ers, offered himself as a candidate for the ministry and has been accepted

by the Presbytery.

Itinerating.— Mr. Dunlap and his native assistants have made ex-

tensive preaching tours both by land and water. Eight provinces were

visited, some of these far down the Gulf coast where the Gospel had
never before been heard. The native helpers during the past year all

seem to have met with a cordial welcome wherever they have gone,

revealing a very different state of affairs from that which existed ten

years ago. Dr. McDonald says :
" A great change is going on in the

minds of many of the Siamese on the subject of religion. Many of the

common people do not hesitate to declare positively that they have no
faith in Buddhism, but comparatively few of them are willing as yet

to embrace anything better."

Schools.—Under the care of the missionaries are two boys' boarding-

schools, two girls' boarding-schools and eight ''outside" day-schools for

both sexes. Into these schools were gathered four hundred pupils,

many of whom learned to love the Saviour, and sixteen of whom
united with the church.

The boys' boarding-school at Bangkok, under the care of Dr.

McDonald, but taught by Miss Mary McDonald assisted by a native

teacher, has averaged during the year twenty-three boarders and twenty-

four day scholars. The boys have made good progress in their or-

dinary studies, and have also memorized considerable portions of the

Gospels. There has been no special religious interest among them.

The girls' boarding-school at Bangkok, under the care of Miss 01m-
stead, has been so full that she has been obliged to refuse applicants.

The public examinations at the close of the year were well attended

by both natives and foreigners, and prizes were distributed to those

who stood highest in their respective classes, the exercises being fol-

lowed by a sale of needlework wrought by the pupils. The money
raised in this way saved the school from exceeding its appropriations.

Much religious interest was manifested by the scholars during the year,

causing a notable change in the lives of the girls, while six of their num-
ber have made a public profession of their faith in Christ and have been

received into the church. Several others are anxious to take the step,

but are held back by heathen parents. The total number of scholars

in this school was forty-one ; the daily average, thirty-eight, mostly

boarders.

The outside school under the care of Miss Olmstead was kept up
under difficulties, being taught most of the time by girls from the

boarding-school. In February, 1885, a second school was opened
under the care of the native licentiate of Wang Lang. The total num-
ber of scholars in these two outside schools was fifty-six, but the aver-

age attendance was about thirty. This work has been too heavy for

Miss Olmstead and we rejoice that she is soon to have a helper.

In the Glendale and Howard Industrial school at Petchaburi

seventy-three pupils were enrolled. The daily average attendance was
forty-four ; of these, twenty-eight were boarders and the rest day
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scholars. Eighteen are children of Christian parents. During the

year nine from this school have united with the church on confession

of their faith. In the industrial department, one thousand and eight

garments were made, and these were sold for $109.65. The cost of

this department to the mission was thus reduced to $109.09. Mrs.

McLaren, who had charge of the school, had also under her care six

outside schools, taught by native teachers, which were kept open dur-

ing the year with the exception of a few weeks' vacation. The total

number of scholars registered was one hundred and forty-six ; the aver-

age attendance, ninety-five, while the cost of maintaining these outside

schools was but three dollars and ten cents per pupil. Mrs. McLaren
had also under her care two Bible-readers who visited one hundred and
fifty fan)ilies, making from four to seven visits to the women in each
honie. They were always received with kindness and urged to come
again.

The boys' school at Petchaburi, upon the departure of Mrs. Sturge,

came under the care of Miss Neilson. During the year the school has

increased from eighteen to twenty-three, the majority of the boys being

children of church members living at a distance. Five of these boys
applied for church membership, one of whom was received and four

placed on probation. Eighteen of the pupils were boarders. The ex-

pense of maintaining this school for the year was two hundred and
fifty dollars.

The Governor of the Petchaburi province has given the ground
upon which to place a new school-house and chapel, and friends in Bang-
kok have contributed the money necessary to erect a good building.

All the outside school-houses are used as chapels, religious services

being held in each of them every week.

Medical Work.—The hospital at Petchaburi received a severe blow
in the departure of Dr. Sturge early in the year. Nevertheless, the

hospital was kept open every day by the native medical students under
the supervision of Mr. Dunlap, and through this agency many have
heard tlie Gospel. The report is as follows : Patients calling at the

hospital: Siamese, males, 1,08 1; Siamese, females, 785; Chinese,

548 ; Laos, 222; Peqnans, 20 ; Karens, 28 ; Priests, 180 ;—total 2,862.

Visits to the sick at their homes, 614; surgical cases, 325 ; vaccina-

tions, 510
;
prescriptions, 3,824.

Since the meeting of the Presbytery, a few Siamese noblemen have
contributed four hundred dollars towards the medical work. The
missionaries both in Bangkok and Petchaburi are waiting anxiously for

Christian physicians to occupy those two stations. At present there

is not a medical missionary in Siam.

The Press.—Dr. McDonald, who has superintended the press, re-

ports the following books and tracts printed :

Second Chronicles 1,000 Copies 1 12,000 Pages.
Evidences of Christianity 1,500 " i<(4,oco

Tracts 6,000 " 144,000 "
Church Hymnal 1,500 " 204,000 "

Total Copies lo.ooo Total Pages . . 604,030
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During the year Mr. Van Dyke translated Second Chronicles, and
Dr. McDonald translated the Book of Proverbs, which is now ready

for the press.

In glancing over the above report one cannot help seeing the great

need of more laborers for Siam. Only two provinces of that kingdom
have as yet been occupied by missionaries, while the whole land is open
before us. The evangelization of the Siamese seems to be left entirely

to our Church.

Statistics.

Ordained missionaries 4
Native licentiates 4
Total native force—12 men, 10 women 22
Churches 6
Communicants 328
Added during the year 46
Boarding pupils 184
Day pupils 216
Total pupils 400
Sanday-school scholars ig6
Contributions $356
Students for the ministry 2

MISSION AMONG THE LAOS.
Chieng-Mai : on the River Quee-Ping, 500 miles north of Bangkok ; occupied as a

mission station, 1867 ; missionar}' laborers—Rev. Jonathan Wilson, Rev. Messrs. Daniel
McGilrar)-, D.D., and Chalmers Martin and their wives; M. A. Cheek, M.D., and his

wife ; Miss Isabella Griffin, and Miss Eliza P. Westervelt. Two native assistants ; seven
outstations.

Lak.\wn : Rev. S. C. Peoples, M.D., and his wife.

In this country : Rev. Jonathan Wilson, Miss Edna S. Cole.

As the year opened there were at Chieng-Mai Rev. Jonathan
Wilson, Rev. Messrs. Daniel McGilvary, D. D., Chalmers Martin,

S. C. Peoples, M.D., and their wives; Miss Isabella A. Griffin, and
Miss Antoinette Warner.

On the 25ih of June Mr. Wilson was summoned home by the intel-

ligence of the death of Mrs. Wilson at O.xford, O. On the 29th of

July Miss Warner's continued ill-health compelled her to change the

Laos field for Japan, where she is now connected with the Osaka
mission. Dr. M. A. Cheek, returning from the United States, ar-

rived at Chieng-Mai on the 6th of December, and Miss Eliza P.

Westervelt, May 28, 1885, bringing fresh help to the weakened band.

Two young men, Messrs W. C. Dodd and W. G. McClure, of the

last graduating class of the Theological Seminary of the Northwest,

at Chicago, have recently been appointed as a reinforcement of the

Laos mission.

The new station at Lakawn is fairly occupied. Dr. McGilvary,

when on a visit to the place nearly two years ago, was so impressed

with its importance that, on his own judgment, he petitioned the King
of Siam, through General Halderman, the United States Minister, for

authority to establish there a permanent station. The permission
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was granted and the execution of the plan committed to the King's

brother, then visiting Chieng-Mai. The Prince selected a lot and
invited Dr. McGilvary and Dr. Peoples, with their wives, to visit

Lakawn in January to see if it would be suitable. It was found to

be a most desirable one, and was at once presented to the mission by

the Government. This gift was soon followed by a present of 2,000

rupees from the King to aid in erecting a hospital. Dr. Peoples, who
has volunteered, with his brave wife, to hold this isolated place, is a

physician as well as a clergyman, and his various acquirements will be

used at Lakawn to the best advantage. Leaving Chieng-Mai on the

25th of August, they reached Lakawn by boat on the i2ih of

September. We cannot but remember with peculiar interest, not

unmingled with anxiety, this self-denying couple at this lonely outpost

of the mission world. They should not be left without companions,

and we are glad to say that already their comrade is appointed, who
will, we ti ust, be on his way before the sun)mer ends.

The erection of the hospital at Chieng-Mai, in which so many were
interested a year ago, has been delayed. The King's brother, to whom
reference was made above, has interested hiniself warmly in this pro-

ject also; has himself purchased a fine lot for the building and deeded
it to the mission on one condition— a somewhat strange one for a

]Juddhist to name— that the premises shall be employed only for mis-

sionary purposes.

Daring nine months of the year Miss Griffin has had a small but

interesting school of girls. The daily average was twelve, but twenty-

eight in all have been under instruction, and of these tifteen were

boarding with Miss Griffin for three months, coming in this way more
decidedly under her influence.

Among the conspicuous wants of the Laos mission is a good school

for boys. Miss Westervelt, having now some knowledge of the lan-

guage, could, if a suitable associate teacher were available, begin such

a school. The need of this is emphasized by the fact that the

field is now open in scores of places for evangelistic work by native

preachers and teachers if they were to be found. Two or three of the,

better instructed converts have been set at work by the missionaries,

and the success attending their labors is very great.

The evangelistic work in the Laos field, especially in the region sur-

rounding Chieng-Mai, has been the most marked and encouraging

feature of the year. Rev. Chalmers Martin, having acquired the lan-

guage with remarkable rapidity, has been able to labor side by side

with the veteran Dr. McGilvary. And these devoted men have not

toiled in vain. The native Christians also have, in their unlearned

but effective way, testified to the truth ; and, as a consequence, ninety-

three souls have been, during the year, added to the church. These
converts have come from twenty different villages. Others are calling

for visits from the missionaries ; and " towns and provinces, ' white

unto the harvest,' are waiting for the coming of Christian teachers,"

writes Dr. McGilvary. We wish that the whole Church would heed
the words of this venerable and ardent missionary :

" For appeals" to

meet the wants of our growing work we make no apology. It is God's



ii6 ANNUAL REPORT.

providence which speaks in language compared with which our calls

are inaudible. We look to our schools and colleges, to the members of
our theological seminaries, and to our young pastors to supply these

openings. Above all, we look to God, whose work it is to awaken the

whole Church, that she may furnish the means, and that she may
wrestle mightily in prayer for God's omnipotent Spirit to be poured
on the nations."

Statistics.



FINANCIAL REPORT.

Payments by the Board of Foreign Missions of tlie Presbyterian Church

from May 1, 1885, to May 1, 1886.

MISSIONS.

MISSIONS IN INDIA.
Expenditures on account of

Lodiana Mission $61,017 23
Furrukhabad Mission 43,871 07
Kolhapur Mission 10,685 19 115,573 49

MISSIONS IN SIAM AND LAOS.

Expenditures on account of 34,295 29

MISSIONS IN CHINA.
Expenditures on account of

Canton Mission 32,345 53
Ningpo and Shantung Mission 75,014 82 107,360 35

MISSION IN KOREA.

Expenditures on account of 8,238 09

MISSIONS TO CHINESE IN THE UNITED STATES.

Expenditures on account of

Eastern States 2,000 00
Western States 17,274 19 19,274 19

MISSIONS IN JAPAN.

Expenditures on account of

Tokio Mission 35,060 00
Osaka Mission 15,846 76 50,906 76

MISSION IN SYRIA.

Expenditures on account of 60,507 83

MISSIONS IN PERSIA.

Expenditures on account of

West Persia Mission 34,029 64
East " " 22,783 79 56,813 43

MISSIONS IN AFRICA.

Expenditures on account of
Liberia Mission 4,692 09
Gaboon and Corisco Mission 26,520 46 31,212 55

MISSIONS IN SOUTH AMERICA.

Expenditures on account of
Bogota Mission 5,297 57
Brazil Mission 58,864 27
Chili and Peru Missions 21,688 52 85,850 36

MISSIONS IN MEXICO.

Expenditures on account of
Nortliern Mission 50,065 24
Southern Mission 40,477 81 90,543 05
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sands. In the work of their conversion must not be forgotten the

prayers, tears and toils of faithful mothers, fathers and pastors. But

it is an unspeakable honor to be co-workers with parents and pastors.

This honor have all faithful Sabbath-teachers and officers. The one

fact that last year at least 20,778 Siil)bath-scholars were admitted to the

Lord's Supper for the first time is ample ''wages " for our 86,621 officer^i

and teachers.

5. Teachers' Meetings.—There were more of these held by 187 than

ever before.

6. Library Books.—There can be little doubt that the character of

the books placed in the libraries of our Sabbath-schools is higher than

formerly. Knowing this, we are prepared to appreciate the fact that

during the year covered by the last report there were added to the vol-

umes in these libraries 84,937 books.

7. The Shorter Catechism.—Notwithstanding the contempt cast

upon doctrinal instruction by some popular preachers and periodicals,

our Presbyterian Sabbath-school workers are awake to the importance

of " contending earnestly for the faith once delivered to the saints."

They "hold fast the form of sound words." Especially do they loyally

teach that noblest and best formula of Christian doctrine ever written

by uninspired men, the Westminster Shorter Catechism. Five hundred

and seven more schools made it part of their regular instruction last year

than ever before.

8. Contributions to Our Own Boards.—Last year the Sabbath-

schools gave S98,581 to our Church Boards. This is an advance upon

the sum given the preceding year of $12,130. It is no exaggeration to

say that were the true idea of the Church relation of the Sabbath-

scholars fully received, the amount giveai to our Boards would be

doubled.

9. Westminster Lesson Helps.—The number of schools using our

Westminster Lesson Helps increased last year 567.

the bible correspondence school.

The success of this institution, organized in 1883, has been one of

the notable events in the history of the Sabbath-school work. It is

a new development of Bible study in connection with our Inter-

national Sabbath-school Lessons. It is a new system of teacher

training. This year it had 8000 members, scattered in all our

states and territories, in Canada, Great Britain, Africa, Syria, India,

China, Siam, Persia, Mexico, South America, etc., etc. The course

of lessons embraced the closing period of Old Testament history, in-

cluding a general study of Jeremiah, Daniel, Ezra, Nehemiah, Esther

and Malachi ; the life of Christ as recorded by John
;
the epistles of

John and Jude, and the Revelation. These lessons run parallel to and


