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FIFTIETH ANNUAL REPORT.

The Board herewith respectfully submits to the General Assembly

its report for the year ending April 30, 1887, together with the volume

of its Minutes which covers the same period. In doing this it records

anew its sense of God's goodness, and rejoices in the tokens of Divine

favor with which the work of the year has been crowned. Though

two members of the Board were laid aside from active duty for a suc-

cession of months by serious illness, none have fallen by the way.

Death, however, has been unusually busy in the ranks of our mission-

aries, eight having ceased from their labors and entered into rest.

Mrs. A. M. Mateer, wife of Rev. R. M. Mateer, of Wei Hein, China, died

April 8, 1886, having been connected with the mission about five

years ; the Rev. Gerald F. Dale, of Zahleh, Syria, died October 6th,

after a brief illness, in the forty-first year of his age, and the fourteenth

of his missionary service ; Mrs. Deffenbaugh, wife of Rev. Geo. L.

Deffenbaugh, of the Nez Perce Mission, died on January 3, 1887 ;

Mrs. Gary, wife of A. M. Gary, M.D., died January 17th, on the Me-

nam River, in Siam, while on her way to join the North Laos Mission
;

Miss Jennie VVoodside, daughter of Rev. John S. Woodside, died at

Futtehgurh, India, February 3d, after a service of twenty years on

mission ground ; Mrs. Annette Gregory, wife of Rev. Theodore

M. MacNair, after a lingering illness, died in Tokyo, Japan, Feb-

ruary nth, in the fifth year of her missionary life ; the Rev. Sam-

uel M. Irvin, for more than thirty-five years a member of the Iowa

and Sac Mission, died at Highland, Kansas, February 24th, his wife

and companion in labor preceding him but a few months, having fallen

asleep July 21, 1886. When to this death roll is added the list

of those who have permanently withdrawn from our missions during

the year, comprising seven ordained missionaries, six of whom were

married, three medical missionaries, one of whom was a lady, and four

unmarried ladies, besides six of our lady teachers who have married

missionaries in the field, it will be seen that a very serious inroad has

been made upon our mission force. To strengthen the posts weak-

ened by this depletion, the Board has sent out during the past year

seven ordained missionaries, of whom six were married, eight medical

missionaries, of whom two were ladies, and eleven unmarried ladies.
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In the various fields occupied by our missions there has been much
to encourage, and yet not a little to perplex and disturb, as the de-

tailed reports and the Minutes of the Board will show. In some of

the missions, the Holy Spirit has so sealed the truth upon the hearts

and consciences of the people that precious ingatherings have been

witnessed and the joy of harvest experienced. In others it has been

a time mainly of diligent sowing and patient waiting. In some parts

of the field a noteworthy advance has been made in the measure of

Government favor accorded to our missionaries, as in China, Japan,

and Siam, showing that the mission work is commending itself to those

in high position, and that the door of access to the nations is con-

stantly widening. On the other hand, however, it is to be recorded

with regret that the restrictions of the French Government, in the ter-

ritory occupied by the Gaboon and Corisco Mission have become so

severe as virtually to tie the hands of our missionaries, and to drive

them from the field. As the Minutes vi'ill show, after repeated etforts

on the part of our mission to secure some modification, of the restric-

tions imposed, the Board has felt constrained, at the urgent request of

the brethren on the field, to take measures to transfer that mission to

another evangelical body, should the way be clear, and secure a foot-

hold, if possible, within German territory.

The condition of our treasury during the earlier months of the year

was most discouraging, the receipts up to November ist having fallen

behind those for the same period last year about $83,000. When to

this was added the debt of almost $58,000 with which the year began,

the outlook was alarming. By the Divine blessing on the ordinary

methods of raising our revenue, however, the treasurer reports the

current expenses of the year paid, the debt of two years' standing

wiped out, and a balance in the treasury of $3,809.41.

The receipts have been as follows :

From Churches and Sabbath-schools $360,231 51
" Woman's Boards 248,649 59
" Individuals and miscellaneous sources 72,00665
" Legacies 103,26984

Total 1784,157 59

The expenditures of the Board for the various

missions, and for home expenses, have been. . $722,494 90
Which added to the debt of last year 57,853 28

Have made our total liabilities 780,348 18

There remains therefore a balance of '.

.

$3,809 41
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work of 'foreign missions. Of those just graduated from these institu-

tions, thirteen have aheady been appointed by the Board and others

are asking for appointment. Never in the history of the Church has

there been such a foreign missionary spirit in our seminaries of learn-

ing, and it is highly probable that in the near future the Board will be

called upon to consider the application of many more who are now in

course of preparation for the Gospel ministry. Taken in connection

with the financial report for the year, which shows a disposition on the

part of the Church to furnish means for entering the open doors, is

there not reason to believe that the Lord is conducting our beloved

Church to a still wider field in the heathen world, and that He will

put it into the hearts of His people to devise liberal things that the

field may be occupied ?

The day of special prayer for Foreign Missions, Nov. yth, suggested

by the A. B. C. F. M. to this Board, and subsequently recommended by

the General Assembly, was observed in many parts of the Church, and is

believed to have borne fruit in quickened interest in the work as well

as in more generous contributions. It ought not to be overlooked

that that season of prayer fell at the time of the Board's greatest finan-

cial straits, when for months the receipts had been falling steadily be-

hind those of the year preceding, and the old debt remained undimin-

ished. The treasurer's books show that from that day forward the re-

ceipts began to increase, each successive month showing a decided

advance, until the grand aggregate now reported was reached. The
Board cannot but recognize this result as an answer to the prayers of

God's people, and devoutly acknowledge its indebtedness to Him who

hears the prayer of faith. What an argument this for continued wres-

tling at the throne of grace !

The Board renews with thanks its acknowledgment of liberal grants

made to its missions by the Board of Publication, the American Bible

Society, and the American Tract Society, and also to the Board of

Church Erection for aid in building a chapel among the Dakotas at

Devil's Lake. It makes grateful mention also of the continued sup-

port given to its missions among the Indians by the Councils of the

Nations, and also by the Bureau of Indian Affairs, in accordance with

the provisions of existing contracts.

MISSIONARIES SENT OUT IN 1886-1887.

Missions to Indian Tribes.

Miss. Annie E. Smith, to the Creek Mission.

Miss Effie Chambers, to the Creek Mission.
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Rev. G. C. Sterling and his wife, to the Dakota iVlission.

Miss Olivia P. Ball, to the Seneca Mission.

Missions in Japan.

Miss Gertrude S. Bigelow.

Mrs. Laura M. Naylor.

Rev. David Thompson, D.D., and his wife, returning.

Miss Etta W. Case.

Mission in Korea.

Miss Annie J. Ellers, M.D.

Missions in China.

George Yardley Taylor, M.D.

Rev. George S. Hays and his wife.

Rev. D. N. Lyon, returning.

Mrs. J. H. Judson, returning.

Rev. Hunter Corbett, D.D., and his wife, returning.

Mission in Siam.

Rev. W. G. McClure.

T. Heyward Hays, M.D.

James B. Thompson, M.D., and his wife.

Afission to Laos.

A. M. Gary, M.D., and his wife.

Rev. D. G. Collins and his wife.

Rev. W. C. Dodd.

Missions in India.

Rev. John H. Orbison, M.D., and his wife.

Miss Emily G. Foote.

Miss Anna M. Condit.

Mrs. James M. Alexander, returning.

Miss Jessica Carleton, M.D.

Missions in Persia.

Rev. S. L. Ward and his wife, returning.

Rev. S. G. Wilson, returning, and his wife.

Miss M. K. Van Duzee, returning.

E. W. Alexander and his wife, returning.
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MISSION IN SIAM.
Bangkok : on the River Meinam, 25 miles from its mouth ; occupied as a mission

station iSio to 1S44, and from 1847 to the present time ; missionary laborers—Rev. and
Mrs. E. Wachter, Rev. W. G. McClure, T. Heywarrl Hays, V.D. ; Miss Edna S. Cole
and Miss M. J. Henderson; two native licentiate preachers ; six native Christian teachers.

Petchaburi : on the western side of the Gulf of Siam, 85 miles southwest from
Bangkok; occupied as a mission station in 1861 ; missionaiy laborers—Rev. and Mrs.
Eug;ene P. Dunlap, Rev. and Mrs. A. W. Cooper, James B. Thompson, M.D., and Mrs.

Thompson ; Miss Maiy L. Cort, Miss Jennie B. Neilson and Miss Jennie JI. Small ; five

native helpers, two licentiates, ten native teachers. Ouistations : Banj^kaboon, Paktalay,

Ta Rua Ban Pai, and other places.

Jji this country : Rev. and Mrs. J. W. Van Dyke, and 5Iiss Laura A. Olmstead.

It will be seen by the list of missionaries given above, that many
changes have occurred within the past year in the Siani Mission.

Rev. Dr. N. A. McDonald, who first went out to Bangkok twenty-

seven years ago, has been obliged, on account of his failing health, to

return to America. It had been for several years impossible for his

family to remain there, and he had labored on alone, except for the

presence of one daughter, Miss Mary McDonald, who has also been

connected with the mission, but now withdraws. It is his feeling that

he can neither take Mrs. McDonald and his family back to Siam, nor

con=;ent again to the separation involved in his own return alone. A
most painful sacrifice it is for a n}i>sionary to send his family home and.

remain himself on his field, separated from them for years by half the

circumference of the globe. Yet not only Dr. McDonald, but Rev,

-Mr. Van Dyke, of the Siam Mission, has made this sacrifice. Mr.

Van Dyke also has been compelled to return to America—where Mrs.

•Van Dyke and his five children have been for three years—owing to

tidings by telegraph of the dangerous illness of Mrs. Van Dyke. In

the good providence of God her death, which he feared would be the

first intelligence to meet him on landing in America, has been averted,

although she is still feeble.

There have been added to the mission Rev. and Mrs. A. W.
Cooper, James B. Thompson, M.D., and Mrs. Thompson, and Miss

Jennie M. Small, stationed at Petchaburi; also, Rev. W. G. McClure,

T. Heyward Hays, "M.D., and Miss M. J. Henderson, stationed at

Bangkok. Miss Ohnstead, now in this country, will probably return

next fall.

The marked favor shown the missionaries in recent years by the

Siamese Government has been continued, and has had some notable

manifestations, during the i)ast year.- We may specify here, the offer

of the Siamese Prime Minister to give for the use of the missionaries

in Ratboree, three commodious houses,. if they would open work in

that city, and the remarkable cordiality displayed by the king himself

in a jjersonal visit to Petchaburi. His' Majesty expressed the warmest

interest in the educational and medical work of the missionaries, con-

veyed to them in person his thanks for the succor extended by them

to some shipwrecked sailors, and presented them with a substantial

sum of money, nearly $1,500, to enlarge and extend their medical

work, charging the Minister of Education, also, to aid them freely in
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their schools. Similar interest, accompanied by similar tangible proofs

(nearly |i.ooo), was shown by the queen in the efforts of the lady

missionaries.

The country stands with doors, if anything, more widely open than

ever to the entrance of missionary laborers. Extensive and successful

tours, especially down the west coast, in the southern jMovinces,

are reported, and it is evident that nothing but the smallness of the

missionary force prevents such itinerating trips from being pushed into

every part of the kingdom. All the more important, because of the

present limited number of those who proclaim the Gospel by word of

mouth, is the part played by the increasing amount of Christian litera-

ture in reaching many who have never looked upon the face of a mis-

sionary. The Siamese are not an illiterate peojjle—looking to the men
alone; a very small proportion of women can read ; and with a native

literature exceedingly restricted in all branches which are not corrupt-

ing and immoral, the opportunity of a Christian press is evident. That
this opportunity is being seized upon by the missionaries, finds evi-

dence in the list of religious and educational works, swelling year by
year, which, in addition to the Scriptures, issues from the mission print-

ing-house. For full particulars on this point we would refer to an arti-

cle entitled " Readers and Reading in Siam," in the May number of

The Church at Home and Abroad, p. 463.

^
Bangkok.

The membership of the two churches is now ()t^^ 10 of whom were

added during the year ; 105 scholars are in the Sunday-school. " A
Siamese gains nothing by becoming a Christian in Bangkok ; most

probably he will meet with petty persecution. All of those who were

converted in the last two years through the teaching of Mr. Van Dyke
in his market chapel, had to undergo some persecution,"

The boys' school has been under the care of Mr. Wachter and Mr.

McClure, the latter assuming the superintendency on the first of Jan-

uary. Frequent change of teachers, necessitated by the changes in

the missionary force, has, of course, had a more or less harmful effect

upon the school. Its location is also thought to be in some respects

a disadvantage. It is at the extreme southern extvenuiy of the city.

Then the wise policy, recently adopted, of demanding from all those

able to make it, payment for tuition, has operated, at first, to cut down
somewhat the number in attendance. Still, the report speaks of a

year on the whole prosperous. The number of boarders is 15, and

50 day scholars are enrolled. *' The usefulness of the school may be

tested by its influence upon those who have gone out from it. Most

of the young men are doing well ; when not professing Christians,

they yet exercise an influence as independent and self-respecting men
who have cut loose from the religions of this country."

From the press was issued during 1886, 5 books, total pages,

211,500.

Dr. Hays, recently arrived, has found ample opportunity to com-

mence at once his medical labors. The warm expressions of interest
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in the vvork of our medical missionaries from the most influential men
in the kingdom, most of all from the king himself, as already stated,

warrant the hope that before many months have passed, Dr. Hays
will receive aid from the Siamese themselves in opening a dispensary,

and, not improbably, a hospital. And this will not involve any con-
cealment or suppression of the distinctively Christian object of his

mission work.

Petchaburi.

Rt V. Mr. Dunlap writes : "This station was established in i86r.

We close with gratitude our first quarter century, and rejoice to say

that the servants of the Master who began the work, Doctors McGil-
vary and McFarland, are still living, the former zealously at work,

among the Lao?, the latter laboring faithfully in the interests of a

higher and better education in Siam."

The First church received during the year 14 on confession, its

present communicant membership being 173. A Sunday-school of 7

teachers and 130 scholars is maintained. The benevolent contribu-

tions of the church amounted to $175. Early in the year a Woman's
Home and Foreign Missionary Society was organized. From a mem-
bership of 22 it has grown to 38. The monthly concert is observed,

and the native Christian women prepare and read papers on various

mission fields and other topics. Two of the three remaining churches

in and near Petchaburi are vigorous and flourishing. In addition to

the 25 accessions, there is a class of 50 who have professed a desire to

unite with the church, and who are receiving needed instruction. Two
of the churches united in building a chapel in a large village at the

mouth of the Petchaburi River, where, it is hoped, a church may
speedily be organized.

" Besides the regular peaching in the four churches, stated services

have been held at two outstations and in the six school-houses of the

city. Many villages in the province have also been visited. A tour

was made 400 miles down the west coast, extending through five

provinces and some islands, with much resulting encouragement. One
of the students for the ministry has spent the greater ])art of the year

in publishing the Gos])el in two provinces down the Gulf coast about

400 miles. He reports a number ready for baptism, and others in-

quiring." "Three women have labored as. Bible-readers, visiting from

house to house. They are always well received. In order to give

greater efficiency to this work, Miss Cort will soon begin a normal

class for the more thorough training of Bible-women."

The hospital was kept open and in operation as fully as possible by
Mr. Dunlap and a native assistant, trained by Dr. Sturge, until the ar-

rival, Nov. 1st, of Dr. Thompson, who immediately took charge

;

2,396 patients were treated during the year, and from the sale of med-
icines $377 were received. A donation of $400 from Siamese nobles

cleared off a debt which had been resting upon the hosjiital, and, in

part, made good the diminished appropriation from the Board.
,
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Schools.

The boys' boarding-school has been able to be in session but eight

monthson account of lack of funds ; 22 boarders are reported, and
are well spoken of for studious habits and interest in religious things.

The girls' school (Glendale and Howard) has been in session about

nine months, with 56 pupils. From this school 5 girls were received

into the church. "In the industrial department hundreds of garments

have been made and sold. This branch of the school has not only

paid its own expenses, but turned over a balance to the treasury."

Eight day-schools are maintained, also, with enrolled scholars number-

ing something like 218. It is suggestive of the cheapness with which

this work can be carried on, that the annual cost to the mission per

scholar is about $1.50.

Statistics.

Ordained missionaries '5

Missionary physicians 2

Lady missionary teachers 6
Native licentiates • 4
Native helpers and teachers 21

Churches 6
Membership 354
Added during- year 35
Schools 13
Pupils 361
Pupils in Satibath-schools 235
Benevolent contribtiticns $257.60

MISSION AMONG THE LAOS.

Ciiieng-Mat : on the R!ver Quee-Ping-, 500 miles north of Bangkok ; occupied as a

mission station, 1867; missionary' laborers—Rev. Jonathan Wilson, Rev. Messrs. Daniel

McGilvary, D.D., Chahiiers Martin, D. G. Collins, and their wives; Rev. W. C. Dodd,'

and A. M. Cary, M.D. ; Miss Isabella Grifliii, and Miss Ehza P. Westervelt ; two native

assistants ; ten outstations.

Lak.WVN : Rev. S. C. Peoples, M.D., and his wife.

In this country : Rev. Jonathan Wilson, Rev. and Mrs. Chalmers Martin.

During the mission year ending September 30, 1886, the laborers

connected with the Laos Mission were as follows : At Chieng-Mai,

Rev. Messrs. Daniel McGilvary, D.D., and Chalmers Martin and

their wives; Misses Griffin and Westervelt. At Lakawn, Rev. S. C.

Peoples, M.D., and his wife. Up to the close of the year, Marion A.

Cheek, MI)., had a nominal connection with the Chieng-Mai Mis-

sion, but drew no salary from the Board, and was occupied with other

than mission work.

The mission during the year has sustained losses and gained re-

cruits. Rev. and Mrs. Chalmers Martin, of Chieng-Mai, have been

compelled to return to America. This step was not taken until all

hope of saving Mr. Martin's life, if he should remain at his post, was

taken away. We have also to announce, with sad heart, the recent

and sudden death cf Mrs. Dr. A. M. Cary, who, with her husband,
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was on her way up the Meinam River, expecting to begin her mission-

ary hfe at Chieng-Mai. She died at Rahang, midway between Bang-
kok and Chieng-Mai, on January 17. Her afflicted husband, and her

sister, Mrs. D. G. CoUins, with Mr. CoHins, continued on their jour-

ney to Chieng-Mai.

In consequence of the demands upon Dr. Cheek's time (referred to.

above), the work of erecting a hospital at Chieng-Mai has remained i)rac-

tically at a stand-still. The site given by the brother of the king of

Siam remains in possession of the mission, and has been cleared and
fenced, and a new dispensary building has been carried nearly to com-
pletion. The same causes which have led to the long delay in the

erection of the hospital, have operated disastrously upon the once-

flourishing dispensary. With the discontinuance of missionary medical
practice, the sales of medicine at the dispensary have fallen off, and
the medical work, which in past years has been more than self-sup-

porting, has this year been a source of heavy expense to the Board.

The building for the accommodation of the girls' school at Chieng-Mai,

which has been in course of erection, with many interrujitions, a num-
ber of years, and is greatly needed, had at the close of the year ap-

proached very nearly to con)pletion. The plan, however, calls for a

residence in connection with it for the ladies who have charge of thC'

school, so that it is doubtful whether the pupils can be transferred at

once to their new quarters.

This school for girls is the only school carried on by the Laos Mis-

sion. It is under the joint care of Misses Griffin and VVestervelt.

In theory, it has been both a boarding-school and a day-school ; but:

the Laos know nothing of the value of punctuality, and the

difficulty of securing regular attendance on the part of day scholars:

has been so great that the work of the school has practically been con-

fined to the nineteen boarding pupils in attendance. Instruction was.

given, during thirty-three weeks of the year, in reading, writmg, spell-i

xng, geography, arithmetic, the catechism, Bible history, music, and
sewing. The ladies in charge speak encouragingly of the improvement-

of the pupils in studiousness and proper deportment. It is worthy of

special notice that for several years past the total cost of this school tO;

the mission has been less than two hundred and fifty dollars per an-

num. This, of course, does not include the salary of the ladies in;

charge, but it does include all other expenses,—pay of matron and
native assistant teacher, cost of food and fuel for the pupils, clothing,

furniture, and repairs. We think it would be difficult to instance a:

more economical mission school than this. The work has been,

greatly hanij)ered by the unsuitable nature of the accommodations
provided, and by the lack of any text-books in the Laos character,

while there are but few available ones in Siamese. In spite of these

disadvantages, the school is doing a most valuable work, and already

some that have been educated in it are among the most useful mem-
bers of the Laos church.

; There should long ago have been a similar school for boys. It is

the judgment of the brethren on the field, that such a school should be,

in charge of a man and hiswife, rather than of unmarried ladies. But
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however that may be, the favorable attitude of the Government of

Siam toward education, and especially the present and future welfare

of the Laos Church, point it out as a work that ought not for a single

year to be delayed.

The same thing must be said in regard to the work of creating a

body of Christian literature in the Laos character and idiom. It need
not be a large one, perhaps, but it should embrace the Scriptures,

books for the young, elementary school-books, tracts setting forth the

nature and claims of Christianity, and summaries of Christian faith and
duty.

The addition to the agencies hitherto employed of the two just men-
tioned—-the boys' school and the press—has long been desirable, but

has now become essential. For the past year has been a turning-point

in the work of the Laos Mission. A great change in the character of

the work has taken place. This consists in the marked territorial ex-

pansion of the Church. At the opening of the year, it was practically

true, that the whole Laos Church lay within a radius of twenty miles

from the mission chapel at Chieng-Mai. A few hours' canter on a
pony would take the missionary to the outmost bounds of his parish in

any direction. This state of things has passed away. TJie Providence

of God, leading to the establishment of the station at Lakawn and the re-

moval of Christian families from the vicinity of Chieng-Mai to points

from fifty to a hundred and twenty-five miles distant, and His blessing

upon the three extensive tours taken during the year by Dr. McGilvary,
Mr. Martin, and their excellent native assistant respectively, make good
the assertion that the work in the Laos provinces has entered upon a

new stage. The membership of the Church can no longer be, as in

the past, under the direct supervision of the missionary. These distant

points can be reached by a foreigner only by expensive elephant jour-

neys of from four to twelve days, involving in most cases an absence
of at least six weeks.

During the whole of the rainy season—nearly six months—the com-
panies of Christians in these distant places must be without support or

stimulus from the presence of the missionary. The maintenance and
growth of Christian life within the Church and its extension among the

heathen community, must depend to a degree greater than ever before

upon native agencies. In other words, the Laos Mission is entering

upon that stage so momentous in the history of every mission, and so

much to be rejoiced in, when the aimof missionary labor must be less

and less the direct evangelization of the natives by foreigners, and more
and more the equipment of the already existing native church with the

means necessary to its own expansion. Of course such effort will cul-

minate in the training of a native ministry and eldership; but the Pres-

byterian Church does not need to be reminded that a competent native

ministry and eldership means first the Christian school and the Chris-

tian book. It is, therefore, the voice of God's Providence that calls

for this advance to new forms of labor. The time is ripe for it. May
the Church at home and the missionaries on the field be given wisdom
to use aright this opportunity to begin the weaning of the Laos Church.

Appended is a statistical table of the year's work :
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Statistics of North Laos Mission, for the Year ending

September 30, 1886.
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Payments by the Board of Foreign Missions of the Presbyterian Chtirch

from May 1, 1886, to May 1, 1887.]

MISSIONS.

MISSIONS IN INDIA.

Expendiuires on account of

Lodiana Mission $67/115 48

Furmkhabiid Mission 32,052 34

Kolhtvpur Mission 13,649 39 113,317 31

MISSIONS IN SIAM AND LAOS.

Expenditures on account of 37,928 20

MISSIONS IN CHINA.
Expenflitures on account of

Canton Mission 29,613 91 ,

North China Missions 73,012 66 102,626 57

MISSION IN KOREA.

Expenditures on account of 8,868 63

MISSIONS TO CHXNESE IN THE UNITED STATES.

Expenditures on account of 17,909 57

MISSIONS IN JAPAN.

Expenditures on account of

Toldo Mission 40,590 80

Osaka Mission 22,575 47 63,166 27

MISSION IN SYRIA.

Expenditures on account of 55,248 32

MISSIONS IN PERSIA.

Expenditures on account of

West Persia Mission 33,952 76

East " " 27,478 07 61,480 88

MISSIONS IN AFRICA.

Expenditures on account of

Liberia Mission 3,069 17

Gaboon and Corisco Mission 20,216 79 28,885 96

MISSIONS IN SOUTH AMERICA.

Expenditures on account of
Boo-ota Mission 5,798 99

Brazil Mission 50,640 59

Chili and Peru Missions 23,089 59 79,529 17

MISSIONS IN MEXICO.

Expenditures on acco~unt of

Northern Mission 35,051 81

Southern Mission 45,546 01 80,597 82
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Getiet^al flssetnbly's

PERMANENT COMMITTEE ON TEMPERANCE,

For the Year ending May 1st, 1887.

I^resented. to th.e Assembly at Omalia.

Your committee would respectfull}' report, that in accord-

ance with the direction of the Assembly, the newly appointed

committee met in Pittsburgh, June 16, 188G, at the call of the

chairman, and proceeded to determine by lot the periods of

service of its members, with the following result

:

Term to Expire in 1887.

Ministers.—Rey. William O. Campbell, D. D., Rev. J P. E.

Kumler, D. D.

^(j^^e^-s.—William B. Negley, 0. L. Miller, M. D.

Term to Expire in 1888.

Ministers.—Rev. William J. Holland, Ph. D., Rev. Neville

B. C. Comingo.
Elders.—Thos. H. Rabe, C. L. Rose.

Term to Expire in 1889.

Ministers.—Rev. Elliot E. Swift, D. D., Rev. Isaac N Hays,
D. D.

Elders.—R. C. Totten, J H. Baldwin.

Rev. Neville B. C. Comingo was elected Corresponding Sec-

retary, and J. H. Baldwin Recording Secretary, the place of

the latter being afterwards taken by Thomas H. Rabe. Rev.
James Allison, D. D., kindly consented to act as Treasurer.

After carefully studying the directions of the General
Assembly, your committee adopted the following plan of work
a copy of which was sent to all the Synods and Presbyteries

PLAN OF WORK.
"

1, That the Synods appoint a Permanent Committee on Temperance, consist
ingof a chairman and one member from each of its Presbyteries, whose du'y i

may be to suggest to the Synod, from time to time, such action as may be deeme



Schools, and could be made the basis of an education in Chris-

tian Temperance that would produce deep and lasting results.

REPORTS ON TEMPERANCE

Your Committee having endeavored as far as possible to secure

reports from all our Presbyteries, has received narratives frcftn

forty-three. In regard to distinctively church work wliich has
been done, they for the most part give but few particulars. Some
Presbyterial committees have shown great diligence in sending

out inquiries to every church ; others give merely a general

view of the field under their charge. The reports in general

show that nearly all pastors preach on Temperance at least

once a year. Some few Presbyteries have a Sabbath fixed as

a Temperance day, upon which the subject is treated in all

churches. Some have held conventions, the results of which in

every case have been gratifying. Almost all have some con-

gregations in which the Sabbath Schools are organized as

Temperance Societies, and in many others Temperance is

made a regular part of the teaching of the school. In this

connection especial mention may be made of the fact that in

Alaska it is taught in all the schools, and measures are about
to be taken to introduce similar instruction in the missionary

schools in Siam. The conviction obtains very widely that

among the young people of the church is found the most
hopeful and perhaps the most important field for Temperance
labors.

PUBLIC SENTIMENT

In general these reports represent public sentiment as

growing stronger in favor of total abstinence for the individ-

ual, and prohibition for the state. In most, if not all the

Presbyteries, there is a conviction that this question is of vital

importance to the welfare of the Church. The evils of drunk-
enness are felt throughout the length and breadth of our land,

and are also encountered as a tremendous obstacle on the for-

eign field.

With few exceptions the adherants of our church seem
to be taking their part in all eff'orts for improved leg-

islation looking to the restriction or abolition of the

liquor traffic. In nearly all sections they are de-

manding an opportunity to utter their will in regard

to the laws bearing upon it, and the testimony is almost

unanimous that present legislation, except where pro-

hibition has been secured, is unsatisfactory. The issue must
be met and settled, and no settlement can be final that is not

in harmony with the demands of Christian conscience and the

word of God. While in almost all the states progress mak-
ing in restrictive or prohibitory legislation, especial rnention

may be made of Texas, Tennessee, Oregon and West Virginia,

where constitutional amendments prohibiting the manufac-


