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FIFTY-FOURTH ANNUAL REPORT.

MISSIONARIES SENT OUT IN 1890-1891.

Dakota Mission.

Rev. and Mrs. E. J. Lindsey.

Missions in Mexico.

Rev. and Mrs. M. E. Beall, returning.

Rev. and Mrs. Isaac Boyce, returning.

Rev. J. M. Greene, D.D., returning.

Rev. William Wallace.

Mission in Colombia.

Rev. and Mrs. A. R. Miles.

Rev. T. S. Pond.

Miss Elizabeth Cahill.

Mission in Brazt..

Rev. and Mrs. W. A. Carrington.

Rev. W. A. Waddell.

Miss E. R. Williamson.

Miss Clara E. Hough.

Mission in Syria.

Rev. and Mrs. William Jessup.

Mrs. O. J. Hardin, returning.

Missiofis in Persia-

Rev. and Mrs. Turner G. Brashear.

Dr. and Mrs. W. S. Vanneman.

Mission in Siam.

Rev. and Mrs. F. L. Snyder.

Rev. A. W. Cooper.

Dr. and Mrs. W. R. Lee.

Miss Larissa J. Cooper.

Miss S. E. Parker.

Mission in Laos.

S. C. Peoples, M.D., and family, returning.

Rev. and Mrs. Stanley K. Phraner.
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Rev. Robert Irwin.

Dr. and Mrs. W. A. Briggs.

Afission in Korea.

Rev. and Mrs. W. M. Baird.

Dr. and Mrs. C C. Vinton.

Missions in China.

Rev. and Mrs. J. C. Melrose.

Rev. and Mrs. W. H. Lingle.

Rev. W. J. Drummond.
Rev. Joseph Bailie.

Rev. and Mrs. A. M. Cunningham.
Dr. and Mrs. J. L. Van Schoick.

Mrs. W. M. Hayes, returning.

W. R. Faries, M.D., returning.

Mrs. W. R. Faries.

Miss Annie Morton.

Miss Effie D. Worley, M.D.
Miss Mary E. Cogdal.

Mrs. M. M. Crossette.

Missions in Japan.

Miss A. K. Davis, returning.

Miss S. C. Smith, returning.

Miss I. A. Leete, returning.

Rev. and Mrs. J. W. Doughty.

Missions in Africa.

Rev. and Mrs. A. C Good, returning.

Rev. A. W. Marling, returning.

Mrs. W. C. Gault, returning.

Mrs. R. H. DeHeer, returning.

Mrs. L. Reutlinger, returning.

Captain Peter Menkel, returning.

Mrs. Peter Menkel.

Rev. and Mrs. G. A. Godduhn.
Rev. and Mrs. W. S. Bannerman.
Rev. and Mrs. Herman Jacot.

Rev. and Mrs. John McMillan, M.D.



SIAM AND LAOS MISSIONS.

Siam Mission.

Bangkok : on the River Meinam, 25 miles from its mouth ; occupied as a mission
station, 1840 to 1844, and from 1S47 to the present time; missionary laborers—Rev.
Messrs. E. Wachter, J. A. Eakin, J. B. Dunlap, and F. L. Snyder, and their wives; T.
Heyward Hays, M.D., and Mrs. Hays ; Miss Edna S. Cole, and Miss S. E. Parker; one
native licentiate preacher ; six native Christian teachers.

Petchaburee : on the western side of the Gulf of Siam, eighty-five miles southwest
of Bangkok ; occupied as a mission station in 1861 ; missionary laborers—Rev. Messrs.

E. P. Dunlap and W. G. McClure, and their wives ; Rev. Chas. E. Eckels, and W. R.
Lee, M.D., and Mrs. Lee; Miss Mary L. Cort and Miss Jennie M. Small; two Bible-

women; three licentiates ; sixteen native teachers. Outstatiojis : Bangkaboon, Paktalay,

Tharua Banphai, Ban Laam, and other places.

Ratburee : occupied as a mission station in 1889; missionary laborers

—

James B.
Thompson, M.D., and Mrs. Thompson, Rev. A. W. Cooper, and Miss Larissa J. Cooper;
one licentiate ; one Bible-woman ; two native teachers.

In this country : Rev. Messrs. E. P. Dunlap and E. Wachter and their wives, and
Mrs. T. H. Hays.

The mission in Siam reports a year in which encouragements and
difficulties have been singularly blended. The field in itself is not a

hard one ; it is in many respects peculiarly open and the people acces-

sible, while little is to be apprehended either from official hindrances

or from popular superstition and hostility. A chief difficulty in the

prosecution of the mission work in Siam has of course been the un-

healthftil character of the climate. This has resulted in unusually

frequent changes in the missionary force, and this again has made
necessary repeatedly the great overloading of individual missionaries,

and in many cases the committal of important and delicate labors to

the hands of those comparatively unfamiliar with the people. Another
consequence has been the small number of missionaries on the ground
at any one time thoroughly skilled in the language. Yet, upon the

whole, it is pleasant to record a year of decided progress and success

in some departments of the mission.

Evangelistic Work.

Bmigkok.—This form of missionary labor, so far as it involves the

care of churches already established, has been maintained as usual in

the capital. Early in the year Rev. Mr. Wachter, having at the time

charge of the First Church, the Press, and the Boys' School in the

lower part of the city, was compelled to leave for America. The
services at the church were, however, regularly maintained, principally

through the timely help of the Rev. John Carrington, in former years

connected with the mission under the Foreign Board, but at present

the Agent of the American I'ible Society in Siam. From the 1st of

July the Rev. Mr. Eakin, as will be stated elsewhere, has had charge

of the church. In some departments of his labors in its behalf, he has

received efficient help from Rev. J. B. Dunlap and the ladies

stationed at Sumray. There has been a manifest improvement in the
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religious life of the church during the year ; more intelligence and
fidelity in tlie discharge of Christian duties upon the i)art of the church
members ; a valuable elder has been ordained, and six piotnising con-
verts added to the church. Congregations numbering about eighty
have been in attendance at the regular Sabbath services, and almost
an equal number have been found uniformly at the weekly prayer-
meeting. Rev. Dr. McFarland has with great kindness given his help
in maintaining services m the Second Church at Wang Lang, having
preached at that place alternately with the native evangelist.

Rev. and Mrs. F. L. Snyder arrived in October, and are, of course,
now busily engaged in the study of the language, while giving such
help as new-comers are able to give. They write in the most cheerful
and hopeful strain with reference to their impressions of the country
and its peoi)le.

Petchahiiree.—Evangelistic work from Petchaburee as a centre has
been less extensive than in the years when the Rev. E. P. Dunlap,
thoroughly familiar as he was with the Siamese tongue, was stationed
there. Rev. Messrs. McClure and Eckels have had charge of the
churches grouped around that point, and have found many problems
difficult and delicate on their hands, in sifting the native helpers there
employed, and in striving to secure a higher type of Christian morality
on the part of those who have professed Christianity. Their difficul-

ties have been very serious, requiring the utmost wisdom on their part,

—

a blending both of charity and severity, and often involving them in much
perplexity and discouragement. There has been a great falling off in

the attendance of the people at the Christian services, evidence of a
weakness and ignorance with which it required almost apostolic dis-

cernment and patience to deal. Miss Cort has, in company with Miss
Small, made several brief tours among the towns and villages of the
neighborhood, in every place gathering the people and teaching them
with much pains the truths of Christianity. Not only through these
tours, but in the city of Petchaburee itself, and the circuit of her
schools, she has labored throughout the year in giving the truths of
the Gospel to the people.

It is greatly to be regretted that Miss Cort has been obliged at the
close of the mission year to leave Siam for America. Her own health
has been exceptionally firm during all the years of her residence on
the field, while almost all around her have been repeatedly prostrated
with sickness. The loneliness and feebleness of her aged parents
in America have, however, compelled her, after about sixteen years of
missionary labor, to return to them. It will be difficult to repair the
loss to the mission involved in the absence of one so skilled in the
language, so much devoted to the people, and blessed with such ex-
traordinary endurance under the tropical heat of Siam.

Ratburee.—At this new and difficult station Dr. James B. Thomp-
son and Mrs. Thompson have labored through the year, though often
interrupted by necessary absences at other stations in discharge of the
Doctor's professional duties. From his first arrival in Ratburee Dr.
Thompson has given to direct evangelistic labors much of his time. At
the meetings which he has held there have been few hearers, sometimes
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twenty, sometimes only three or four, but these have been conscientiously

instructed. A native preacher has also been at work at this point under
the Doctor's stimulus and supervision. Not only at Ratburee, but at

other places accessible by the river. Dr. Thompson and his assistant

have been able occasionally to hold religious services, and both by the

preaching of the Word, and the distribution of many Christian books
and tracts, have sown the good seed throughout the year. Great
fidelity has been shown by Dr. Thompson, and a determination to at

least lay solid foundations, making no appeal whatever to the hopes
entertained by the people of temporal aid. There are no large con-
gregations, no overilowing schools ; as yet there is not even a record

of clear conversions ; the work in fact is little more than begun, but
it has been begun on principles sound and almost severe.

Educational Work.

Bangkok.—The schools at Bangkok look back upon a year of great

prosperity. The Christian High-School, under the superintendence of

Rev. J. A. Eakin, is an institution whose history it is pleasant to con-

template. The funds necessary for its first foundation were secured by
Mr. Eakin in America, in the face of difficulties which would have dis-

couraged a less resolute spirit. Returning to Siam he opened the school

two years ago, having the aid of Rev. and Mrs. J. B. Dunlap, both of

them well qualified teachers. Mrs. Eakin also, from her long resi-

dence in the country and perfect familiarity with the language, has

been able, notwithstanding her feeble health, to render most important

services in connection with the school. Diligence, steadiness of pur-

pose, with quiet but unfiagging religious earnestness, have marked the

conduct of the school from its opening. And if, as we trust, in answer
to the prayer of His devoted servants, God shall dwell by His Spirit in

the school, we may cherish the brightest hopes of its Christian usefulness

in the coming years. The attendance on the school early gave signs of

such increase that the quarters first secured were regarded as quite

inadequate. Accordingly, on the return of Mr. Wachter to the United
States, the necessity arising for the care of the other Boys' School at

his station, Sumray, it was decided by Mr. Eakin and by the mission to

unite the Christian High-School, in the upper part of the city, with the

Boys' School at Sumray, and conduct them as one institution under the

superintendence of Mr. Eakin. This union was effected last July. A
new building capable of accommodating one hundred pupils was erected

at the lower station, and the new school opened immediately with an
attendance of nearly one hundred boys. The larger number of the

scholars are boarders. The constant care, not only of their education,

but of their health and morals, and of their religious life, has been a
severe strain upon the strength of Mr. Eakin and Mr. Dunlap. Mr.
Eakin writes : "The degree of religious interest manifest among the

students has been very encouraging. At our communion season in

September, the first after the opening of the school, we welcomed to

the Lord's table one of our native teachers and two of the most ad-

vanced students. The little company of Christian students, having

organized a prayer circle in behalf of their companions, met at first





1 82 SIAM—EDUCATIONAL WORK.

during play hour, or in the evening in a room in the dormitory, set

apart for private devotion, but in a week so many others had asked to

join them, that there was not room to receive all who wished to come
in, and the meeting was transferred to one of the school-rooms, and
held after the study hours at night. They seem to be much in earnest,

and we hope for a blessing in answer to their prayer. Several of the

older students are already seriously considering their religious duty,

and are almost persuaded to become Christians."

Wang Lang Girls' School.—Although Miss Cole was left, after the

departure of Mr. and Mrs. Berger, to bear the burden of this school

alone, yet the year has been one of great prosperity. The school has

rapidly advanced in numbers, and at present its reputation through-

out the city stands higher than ever before. But it is to be said that

this high degree of efficiency has been reached at great cost. The
strain has proved too severe for Miss Cole's strength, and it became
necessary toward the close of the year for the mission to send her

home to save her from entire prostration. At present Miss Parker,

although comparatively a new-comer, having arrived in Siam last Octo-
ber, is left in charge of the school. It is difficult to see from what
other station the mission can spare even a solitary woman as her as-

sociate. In her report for the year before her departure, Miss Cole
wrote: "My work has been exceedingly pleasant, the children en-

thusiastic and industrious. Our school family numbers sixty-five, but

our average attendance has not been more than forty-five. We have
now reached our utmost limit, and our houses are filled to their ut-

most capacity." Miss Cole makes special mention of her indebted-

ness to Rev. Dr. McFarland for his kind assistance in the work at

Wang Lang. Dr. McFarland, as before mentioned, has preached
every alternate Sunday at this station. One of the teachers in the

school has united with the church, and four of the older girls have
been received into the church on probation. It would be easy to re-

ceive a much larger number of the pupils into the church, but Miss
Cole and those associated with her have felt the great need of care-

fulness in permitting this step on the part of the scholars, except after

long-continued trial.

Petchaburee.—The Boys' School during the year has been under the

care of Rev. Mr. Eckels, the Girls' School under that of Miss Small,

while Miss Cort has superintended the outside schools, which she reg-

ularly visits and examines. These outside schools, scattered over the

city, have numbered twelve, with an aggregate enrollment of two hun-
dred and forty-four scholars. Here, however, as elsewhere in Siam,

there is much irregularity in the attendance. The average number
actually found in the schools has not exceeded one hundred and twenty.

The Howard Boarding and Industrial School shows an enrollment

of sixty-nine pupils, thirty-four of them boarders. The average at-

tendance, however, has not been more than thirty. The irregularity

has been extremely discouraging, but what can be done ? While
making all possible efforts to correct these faults, it is the duty
and calling of a missionary to treat those coming to him with infinite

patience, knowing that it is the very weakness and ignorance of these
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heathen peoples which constitute their appeal to our forbearance and
fidelity. Whatever the discouragements may be, it is pleasant to be
able to add that there is marked improvement. The Boys' School has
numbered twenty eight, of whom eleven were boarders. The course
of study has gone forward satisfactorily under the supervision of Mr.
Eckels. And notwithstanding the measure of interruption which many
of these interests have suffered in Petchaburee during the past year,

our missionaries write that tliey looked for a decided enlargement in

the number of scholars with the opening of the next year.

Ratbiiree.—The Boys' School^ although on a very small scale indeed,
has been carried on for nearly seven months. That it was small was a
necessity, since the only place for it was in Dr. Thompson's dwelling,

in a room which he had set apart for his in-patients, and which, of

course, was available only when it was empty as a hospital. On the
arrival of patients the boys were transferred to Dr. Thompson's study.

Although numbering but eight pupils, it is to be remembered that

the school has been recently opened, and that those who have at-

tended, have come without any solicitation, have themselves sought
admission, and willingly paid the fees for tuition which have from the
first at this station been required. Naturally, therefore, the class of
pupils with which the educational work at Ratburee begins, in point
of intellect and studiousness is high. The Government has recently
granted the use of an empty brick building near Dr. Thompson's
dwelling, for the school, which will now almost certainly greatly en-
large its numbers.

Medical Work.

Bangkok.—The Siamese Government abandoned the plan to send
Dr. Hays to the United States in charge of six native students of
medicine, and instead placed him in charge of a class of twenty young
men to be trained by him as physicians in connection with one of the
hospitals in that city. The studies of this class cover the ground of
anatomy, physiology, surgery, and materia medica. Dr. Hays was also
placed in charge of all the Government hospitals, four in number, and
is required to pay a daily visit to the Lunatic Asylum and Orphan's
Home,—also Government institutions. He is at the same time
manager of two dispensaries, one of which is furnished with all the
appliances necessary for teaching pharmacy, and four students of the
medical class are appointed to this dispensary, that they may become
acquainted with this branch of medical knowledge. Dr. Hays also
gives medical attendance to Europeans under the employ of the Gov-
ernment, as well as to the members of the mission, and has been
called occasionally for consultation to other stations because of serious
illness in the mission families there. He has made several visits

to Ayuthia, the ancient cai)ital of Siam, and established a dispensary
there. He has during the year received no salary from the Board,
being liberally paid by the Government, and enabled to make a very
important contribution to the mission treasury.

Ratburee.—Dr. Thompson has carried forward his medical labors at

this station from its first opening, but has been frequently obliged to
interrupt them by the necessity of long absences to attend the mission
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families at other stations. His patients at Ratburee have numbered
four hundred and eighty-eight, persons of every class and rank, re-

quiring over sixteen hundred attendances. The doctor's medical
labors have been under many disadvantages. One room, about fifteen

feet square, on the ground floor of his dwelling, has been his drug-

room, and a similar apartment adjoining has been a ward for in-pa-

tients, while most of the actual dispensing of medicines has been done
in the family sitting-room. He has had no assistant, and yet three-quar-

ters of his cases have been surgical, some of them of the most serious

difficulty. As he is bent on keeping his medical work in a secondary
place, and strictly subsidiary to evangelistic efforts, and has been at

the same time himself responsible for the opening of school work, and
much of the time for the maintenance of religious services, he has not
hitherto asked for any great enlargement of his medical facilities. With
the arrival at Ratburee this year of an ordained missionary. Rev. A.

W. Cooper, to take charge of the religious services, and also a sister of

Mr. Cooper, Miss Larissa J. Cooper, to assist in the development of
the school, he will have opportunity for larger medical labors. Of
this we are glad, since he is able to say that " not a single person of

all applying for medicine or treatment, who could converse in Siamese
has failed to hear or read the Gospel."

Petchabiiree.—The ill-health of Dr. Paddock compelled his resigna-

tion as a missionary, and Dr. W. R. Lee arrived in Petchaburee in

October of 1890, to take- Dr. Paddock's place. Dr. Lee entered upon
his labors with great enthusiasm and had promise of wide usefulness.

He had, however, been at work only about two months, when, in the

course of a surgical operation, he was so unfortunate as to absorb a

malignant poison from the wound of his patient. He was obliged at

once to suffer the loss of one of the fingers of his right hand by ampu-
tation, in order to save his arm and his life. The most serious conse-

quences, which had at first been feared, were thus prevented, but the

inflammation ensuing was of the most aggravated character, and the

fever of several weeks which followed greatly diminished his vitahty

and strength. This exposed him to a severe attack of malarial fever,

and the Doctor writes of his great disappointment and sorrow at being

unable for several months to attend to the work which he came to do.

He had resumed his medical labors with hopefulness in the month of

February, but various circumstances seem to have rendered his future

course uncertain. A great deal of prejudice still exists among the

people in that part of Siam against the methods of Western practice,

and it is found that numbers will suffer untold and prolonged tortures

under their own cruel methods, rather than submit themselves to the

care of an unknown foreign physician. Here, however, as elsewhere

in Siam, prejudice is breaking down, and it is evident that there can
be nothing to prevent a steady and useful enlargement of the medical

work, provided good hospital accommodations can be maintained and
a physician so favored as himself to escape accident and disease.

The Mission Press.

Bangkok.—The Mission Press has issued during the past year

copies of seven different books of the Bible, in all 10,870 copies, of
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1,159,791 pages; adding to these 856,916 pages of tracts, a total

issue is seen of 2,016,707 pages, almost double the number printed in

any recent year in the history of the mission, and this without any
material increase in the equipment of the office or the number of men
employed. Rev. J. B. Dunlap, the manager of the Press, has invented
several appliances which greatly increase the efficiency of the work-
men by saving labor, and have resulted also in making them much
more interested in their work. The publishing of a religious paper in

the Siamese has already been begun, and it is hoped that the mission

force will be found sufficient to maintain it permanently.
The Rev. John Carrington, formerly a missionary of our Board, as

agent for the Bible Society has greatly increased the spread of the

Scriptures in Siam. During the year he has employed an additional

number of colporteurs who have been engaged exclusively in dis-

tributing and selling copies of the Bible. This colporteur work has
also for many years constituted a part of the labors of the mission

itself, but Mr. Eakin writes: "With all this increased effort and ad-
vance in our work, we are falling behind in supplying the demand for

Scriptures to spread abroad among these people who have no other

source from which to receive the Word of Life." The Press is at

present busily engaged in the printing of much-needed copies of the

books of the New Testament ; among others, the Gospel of Mark, of

which an edition is being issued of 6,000 copies.

The mission report that they are in sad need of a new font of type,

the most of their work for the past year having been on old type, which
has been in use for the last thirty years. It has been only through the

skill and patience of Mr. Dunlap and his assistants that this worn and
antiquated material has been made at all adequate to the wants of the

mission. In addition to the difficulties which the press has labored under,

owing to its worn and insufficient type, it has been much hindered in its

usefulness because of the quarters in which it is now located. Its

work is all confined to the lower story of the dwelling-house occupied
by Rev. Mr. Eakin. The press-room is the one long, narrow room
under the middle of the house, lighted only at its ends, while the wide
verandas which necessarily extend over both the front and rear of
the house, shut out the light to a large degree at the only two places

where light can enter. The difficulty of seeing and of working in the

press-room is exceedingly great, especially in the wet season. Our
brethren write that we who have not had experience of their difficul-

ties cannot possibly imagine them. Eyesight, time, and health are all

wasted by the entirely unsuitable quarters in which the great work
of the press is done. Mr. Eakin writes :

" Besides the darkness and
dampness of the quarters, the place is not large enough to accommo-
date the work we have on hand. We have actually no shelter for the

former editions which we have printed, and which we must carefully

store and watch if they are to be kept from destruction and held
ready for use." Mr. Eakin has relinquished every spare foot of his

dwelling for the accommodation of the press and its issues, leav-

ing himself only one small store-room where the rain-water for

the family is kept. No place remains but his bedroom and the
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other needed apartments in his dweUing in which his own trunks

and boxes can be stowed—a serious difficulty in a country Hke this,

where the white ants must constantly be guarded against lest they
shall devour books and papers, and all similar articles to which they

can find access. It is not surprising, therefore, that the mission is

asking the Board for an appropriation the coming year of $4,000 for

the purpose of erecting a building which shall furnish adequate accom-
modation for the press. This is the only way to relieve it from its

present cramped and crowded condition, in which the machinery has
scarcely room to work, and to give safe storage for its books and
other issues.

The mission in its reports recurs more than once to this subject, set-

ting forth the need of this new building. Mr. Eakin himself writes :
" I

hope the new building for printing-office and go-dowti [general store-

house] can be granted. It is greatly needed. It does not seem pos-
sible to undertake the additional printing in our present cramped
quarters, and then we ourselves have no room to store anything.

Nearly all the first floor of our house is taken up with the printing-

office and store-rooms. We are using the boxes in our dwelling rooms
as furniture that we may keep the white ants from eating them." Cer-
tainly one floor of Mr. Eakin's house over the press-room is little enough
for the accommodation of his family. At the time of the annual meet-
ing many guests must be provided for, to say nothing of other occa-
sions. Beds must be made up on the floor, and guests entertained at

great disadvantage, and with an amount of labor which costs a severe

strain on the mistress of the house, which she is by no means well able

to bear. The whole situation prompts us to say that it is doubtful
whether any Christian enterprise in the world can be found which is

carried forward under such great disadvantages in point of material

equipment as are to be found in the case of many of our foreign mis-

sions. It seems an inexpressible pity that, when well-educated and
devoted men and women have taken up their homes in these distant

and unhealthful lands, have resisted disease, and conquered at last a
knowledge of strange tongues, and ought really to be entering upon
the years of their highest usefulness, their strength should be sapped
by the daily endurance of inconveniences amounting to constant dis-

comfort and even danger.
Another illustration of this is found at Ratburee, where, as above

stated, Dr. Thompson has had but one building for his dwelling, the

school, the hospital, and the dispensary. The Government has given
the mission lately a disused brick stable for chapel and school, but
meantime for the coming year Dr. Thompson finds added to his house-
hold two newly arrived missionaries.

Statistics of Siam Mission.

Ordained missionaries 8
Medical missionaries 3
Single lady missionaries 5
Married lady missionaries 9
Native licentiate preachers 5
Bible-women 3
Native teachers and helpers 24
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Number of churches 7
Communicants 395
Added during the year 14
Student for ministry i

Boys in boarding-schools 53
Girls in boarding-schools 99
Boys in day-schools 233
Girls in day-schools 140
Total number of pupils 525
Number of schools 18
Pupils in Sabbath-schools 236
Contributions $298

Laos Mission.

Cheung-Mai : on the Maah-Ping River, 500 miles north of Bangkok ; occupied as a
mission station, 1876 ; missionary laborers—Rev. Messrs. Daniel McGilvary, D.D., D. G.
Collins, W. C. Dodd, and their wives; Dr. and Mrs. James W. McKean, Rev. Stanley
K. Phraner ; Misses Isabella Griffin, Eliza P. Westervelt, and Nellie H. McGilvary

;

Rev. Nati-Tah ; 19 helpers ; 21 outstations.

Lak.wvn : on the Maah-Wung River, southeast from Cheung-Mai 75 miles ; occupied
as a mission station, 1885; missionary laborers—Rev. S. C. Peoples, M.D., and Mrs.
Peoples ; Rev. Jonathan Wilson, Rev. and Mrs. Hugh Taylor, Rev. Robert Irwin, Dr.
and Mrs. W. A. Briggs ; Miss Kate W. Fleeson ; 2 native helpers ; i outstation.

The Laos Mission, which is substantially identical with the Pres-
bytery of Laos, sends its report this year with expressions of warm
gratitude to God because of the many blessings of the year.

Where but a few years ago there was unbroken heathenism, where
also the first converts won to Christ by Drs. McGilvary and Wilson
were cruelly tortured and put to death, there is now a Presbytery
of six churches, eight ministers, and twenty-one elders, eight hun-
dred and eighty-four adult communicants, and more than six hundred
baptized children. Its Sunday-schools have four hundred and fifty-

eight pupils, and there are two hundred and thirty-four regular
attendants in its day and boarding schools. In its Christian train-

ing-class are twenty-two students in the course of preparation for

the different forms of Christian work. During the past year a new
church, beginning with sixty communicants and twenty-five bap-
tized children, has been added to the roll of the Presbytery, while
to all its churches one hundred and eighty-three adult members
have been received.
The missionary force, although inadequate to meet the growing

needs of the field, has been larger than ever before. In December,
Rev. and Mrs. Stanley K. Phraner arrived at Cheung-Mai, but we
are compelled in sorrow to write that Mrs. Phraner, whose health
was much impaired during the long journey from America to Laos,
grew still more feeble after reaching her field, and on February 12th
she passed from earth to heaven. The deepest sympathy is felt by
his missionary brethren and by all the members of the Board for

Mr. Phraner, thus bereaved at the very threshold of his missionary
life. There have also arrived as new missionaries, and have been
stationed at Lakawn, Dr. and Mrs. W. A. Briggs and Rev. Robert
Irwin. Dr. and Mrs. Peoples, returning from America, reached
Lakawn in December.

Evangelistic Work.—In this department of missionary labor our
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brethren have had special reason to thank God for what He has
enabled them to accomplish. Stated Sabbath services have been
held, with few interruptions, in twenty-two cities and villages, nine
of which have their own chapels, and occasional services have been
held in at least twenty more places. Most of these services have
been conducted by resident elders, laboring for their fellow Chris-
tians and others gratuitously. Eleven native evangelists have spent
a large portion of their time in itinerant work, and three others
have been occasionally employed. Many evangelistic tours have
been undertaken by our missionaries, varying in length from a few
days to three months. These tours, numbering nearly thirty, have
been the means of a wider personal proclamation of the Gospel
among the Laos than has been accomplished in any previous year.
There has been constant growth in the churches. Our brethren
write :

" Indeed there have been only six months since October,
1884, when there were no baptisms in our churches." The ratio of
growth has been largest in those very places where, until recently,
there has been the most opposition. The new year has opened
with similar and even greater encouragement, the number of addi-
tions to the churches being larger than at any previous period in

the history of the mission. While the missionaries have occasion
frequently to lament the weakness and the sins of ignorance and
passion in which their converts are involved, especially where the
new influx of foreigners has subjected them to unaccustomed temp-
tations, they write :

" Nevertheless we magnify the grace of God
for the constancy and the growth in spiritual life which has been the
usual rule and not the exception among our church members."

In the department of evangelistic labor the station of Lakawn has
also been prospered. Although its veteran missionary, Mr. Wilson,
was compelled for a part of the year to be absent from his post on
account of feeble health, the other members of the station have car-

ried forward regularly the customary Sabbath services, received and
instructed the inquirers repairing to them from other towns and vil-

lages, and have had the pleasure of welcoming twenty-two adult
members to the church.

Educatiotial Work.—This has constituted a large part of the
labor of the year at Cheung-Mai and its outstations. Five schools
have been taught by five missionaries, with seven native assistants.

The Girls' Boarding-School, under the Misses Griffin and Wester-
velt, has had an enrolment of eighty-one pupils. Of these, sixty-

nine were boarders. Thirty-three of the eighty-one pupils are
church members, nine having been received to the church during
the year. Miss Westervelt writes in a tone of great encouragement
at the growing regularity and studiousness of the scholars.

The Cheung-Mai Boys Boardi/ig-School, taught by Mr. Collins, as-

sisted by Mrs. Collins and Miss McGilvary, has gone forward as usual,

with seventy pupils enrolled. This school has now completed its

third year. Of the seventy pupils, forty have been boarders. With
very few exceptions these scholars have come from Christian homes.
Mr. Collins has been often much discouraged by the irregularity in
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attendance of his scholars. Even Christian parents in the Laos
have as yet but slight appreciation of the necessity of such virtues

as punctuality and diligence in school life. There is, however, a
constantly growing number of families whose children maintain
an absolute regularity, seldom missing a single day. Mr. Collins
writes :

" There is a large number of very bright boys in the school
who we trust will become useful helpers in our churches. During
the year ten boys have united with the church." It is needless to

say that in both these schools the most careful attention is given to

instruction in the Scriptures.

The C/ieuvg-Mai Training-SchooL—This school, as we have
stated, has numbered during the past year twenty-two pupils, one
of them a woman, of whose usefulness even now Mr. Dodd writes in

warm terms. The time of the school is given almost exclusively to

Biblical and religious teaching. During the past year Old Testa-
ment history and the Harmony of the Gospels have been carefully

pursued, and other important branches of practical theology. By no
means all who come to this school are expecting to be ministers,

but among them are already found some of the best trained evan-
gelists of the mission.

The Lakawji Boys' School.—This school was first regularly organ-
ized a little more than a year ago ; fourteen names were enrolled the
first day. This number has now risen to twenty-six, of whom six

are boarders. The school is sustained mainly through the labors of
Mrs. Taylor and Miss Fleeson, although Mr. Taylor has been able
to spare some time every day from his other duties for the neces-
sary work of superintendence, together with some instruction. The
evangelistic work at Lakawn is so new comparatively that there are
but few Christian families, and therefore a very large proportion
of the boys in the school, eighteen out of twenty-six, are from
heathen homes.
Although no provision has been made from the mission treasury

for a girls' school at Lakawn, yet a school has really been going for-

ward for some time under the care of Miss Fleeson. It is still small,

only seventeen names being enrolled, but it contains the promise of
a future school for girls at Lakawn, and must soon be provided with
suitable accommodations and support.
Medical Work.—Since the arrival of Dr. McKean at Cheung-Mai

the medical work has been vigorously carried forward. The Doctor
has found much assistance from one student who had been well
trained under Dr. Cary, and acknowledges his great indebtedness
also to 'Dr. McGilvary and others of his clerical brethren in many
of the more difficult operations which he has been called upon to
perform. In the ten months included in his report more than one
thousand cases have come under Dr. McKean's care, sixty-one of
whom have been in-patients in the hospital. His prescriptions have
numbered thousands, and of the one hundred and eight surgical
cases, twenty-one have called for capital operations. Dr. McKean
writes :

" Our patients have included persons of all ranks, from the
blind slave cast out by his master to beg and die, to His Royal
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Highness, Prince Sonapandit, brother of the King of Siam." All

the members of the Prince's family have applied for treatment re-

peatedly, and he at one time sent one hundred and sixty rupees in

acknowledgment of Dr. McKean's medical services. The receipts

from the sale of medicines and from professional fees have amounted
to considerably more than ^i,ooo, and it is Dr. McKean's hope that

the medical work can be made very largely if not wholly self-sus-

taining. He remarks upon the great change in the feelings of the

people with regard to taking the medicines prescribed for them,
contrasting the day when Dr. McGilvary first offered quinine, and
when it was necessary to hire the people to take the remedy in

order to demonstrate its healing power. Dr. McKean has. not yet
sufficient command of the language to engage directly in religious

teaching himself, but Rev. Messrs. McGilvary, Collins, and Dodd,
and their trusted evangelist, Rev. Nan Tah, have constantly given
instruction to the patients in the wards. An afternoon service

has been held in the dispensary each Sabbath, the average attend-

ance being about sixty. A night-school has also been opened which
is held every evening at Dr. McKean's residence; the average at-

tendance has been about thirteen. The main text-book is the Bible.

As many of the patients in attendance come from distant provinces
and have learned to read well, they carry back with them copies of

God's Word and other religious books, through which it is believed
that Christian truth will be widely scattered. In concluding his re-

port Dr. McKean writes :
" These ten months, notwithstanding all

their discouragements and failures, are by far the happiest months
I have spent since I began the practice of medicine."
Lakawn Medical Work.—The absence of Dr. Peoples through

most of the year included in the report has, of course, limited greatly

the medical work at this station. It has not, however, prevented
the dispensing of simpler remedies by the resident missionaries, and
they have been able to render much assistance to some of the

natives by following the advice and prescriptions furnished by
physicians at other stations.

Dr. Peoples on his return from America carried back with him a

full font of Laos type, which, after great care, had been prepared in

America, and has now safely arrived in Laos, being destined, as we
hope, to greatly extend the knowledge of God's Word among that

people. Happily there are now to be found in the number of the

missionaries more than one highly qualified for original work in the

Laos language, as well as for the still more sacred task of translating

the Scriptures into that tongue. The mission, on the one hand,
numbers some thoroughly furnished Biblical scholars in its ranks,

and is able also to avail itself of the peculiarly accurate and idiom-
atic knowledge of the Laos language possessed by Mrs. McGil-
vary. Having been born in the country and passed all her life there,

her knowledge of the language may be said to be that of a native,

while, of course, her own superior education lends a precision to

her use of their tongue not possessed even by the natives them-
selves.



[

t

LAOS—STATISTICS. I9I

The Board has authorized during the past year the raising of the
sum of $5,000 for the purpose of establishing an Industrial School
at Lakawn. The attempt is now being made to secure this sum
from the Sunday-school children of our church, and very many con-
tributions for this purpose have already been received.
The Laos Mission, it is expected, will be still further reinforced

this summer by the arrival of Rev. and Mrs. E. B. McGilvary and
Miss Margaret A. McGilvary, now under appointment by the Board.

Sfatistiis of Laos Mission.

Ordained missionaries 8
Medical missionaries 2
Single lady missionaries 4
Married lady missionaries 7
Ordained native evangelist i

Native assistants and teachers 21
Churches 6
Communicants 884
Added during the year : 182
Boys in boarding-schools 96
Girls in boarding-schools 81
Boys in day-schools 53
Girls in day-schools 26
Total number in schools 256
Number of schools ... 7
Pupils in Sabbath-schools 458
Contributions $184.30

13



FINANCIAL STATEMENT.

Expenditures of the Board of Foreign Missions of the Presbyterian Church

in the U. S. A., May i, 1890, to May i, 1891.

Expenditures for

Missions. 1890-91. Total.

Africa.

Gaboon and Corisco $30,269 53

Liberia 4,770 35 $35,03988
China.

Canton 42,217 24

Peking 19,950 4^

Shanghai 46,828 53

Shantung 55,99000 164,98623
Chinese and Japanese in U. S 24,515 54 24,515 54

Guatemala 10,657 53 10,657 53

India.

Lodiana 80,610 92

Furrukhabad 58, 154 76

Kolhapur 22,27986 161,04554

Japan.
East 47,116 37

West 50,83150 97,94787
Korea 16,11656 16,11656

Mexico 89,643 53 89,643 53

Persia.

East .' 28,785 75

West 54,87575 83,66150
SiAM AND Laos.

Siam 27,168 21

Laos 28,23786 55,40607
South America.

Brazil • 56,753 06

Chili 29,99847
Colombia 18,075 04 104,826 57

Syria 58,82362 58,82362

U. S. Indians.

Dakotas 9, 500 00

Nez Perces 3-770 00

Senecas 2,75000 16,02000

Sundry Special Appropriations 3,80094 3,80094

Total for Mission Fields $922,491 38

Home Department • 46,706 96
" Church at Home and Abroad " 3.3i8 68

$972,517 02
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Permanent Committee on Temperance,
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Presented to the General Assennbly at Detroit, Mich

It is with grateful hearts that your Permanent Committee on Tem-
perance presents its tenth annual report. Death has not touched us

during the past year. Not a breath of discord has shown itself

amongst us since your committee was reorganized at Pittsburgh, five

years ago. We have not been under the necessity of appealing to the

Church for aid for the last three years, and while our income has not

been large, we have endeavored to bring forth the largest possible

results with the means placed at our disposal. We have no salaried

officers amongst us, and yet we have met regularly once a month, and
oftener whenever requested, and the attendance has always been good
and the service required rendered with the utmost cheerfulness. Of
course not nearly as much has been done as might have been, had we
some one amongst us so situated that he could, without neglecting his

other duties, devote more of his time to this particular department of

Church work, but this, under the circumstances, has been simply

impossible.

As you will see, by glancing at our Treasurer's report, we had placed

at our disposal but eleven hundred and seventy-one dollars and fifty-

five cents. With this we have printed and distributed over one mil-



lion pages of tracts and other literature during the past year, which

has been scattered, gratuitously, over a field reaching from Bankok,

Siam, to Albuquerque, in New Mexico. We sent quite a nice small

library, including all of our own 'publications, with some twenty or

twenty-five bound volumes, to the Temperance Society of Bankok,

Siam, and we have just sent thirty dollars to Rev. John Menoul, M. D.,

at the head of the Spanish tract work, to enable him to print in the

Spanish twelve thousand copies of one of Dr. Talmage's soul stirring

sermons on the subject of temperance. We also sent a large amount
of our own literature into the State of Nebraska last fall, while the

Prohibition struggle was in progress. Since then we have sent a very

considerable amount of matter to Mr. Wilson, of St. Louis, chairman

of the Synodical Committee of Missouri, who is doing a grand work

for that State. And a still larger amount of our literature has been

sent the Women's Temperance Society of the Presbyterian Church,

auxiliary to the General Assembly's Permanent Committee on Tem-
perance, whose headquarters are in Philadelphia, which promises to be

a very important auxiliary indeed. This society has already dis-

tributed thousands of our little tract containing the deliverances of the

General Assembly, and other publications of your committee.

In addition to these we have sent packages to the friends of the

cause all over the country, who had promised that they should be

wisely distributed and faithfully used ; often in these cases the money
to pay postage or expressage accompanied the orders, but in most

cases the order was filled without regard to the question of transporta-

tion ; indeed, as far as is known, every call made upon us has been

answered, at least to the extent of our ability.

In most cases, as you will notice, the contributions from churches

have been small, but not so small that it was not appreciated, inasmuch

as the very presentation of the cause before a congregation tends to

direct the attention of the people to the subject and awaken a new
interest in it. You will notice, however, that in three separate

instances we have received one hundred dollars from single individuals,

and what is particularly gratifying is that one of these has contributed

that sum regularly every year since your committee has been located

in Pittsburgh.

We may add, in closing this part of our report, that recently there

has been a considerable demand for lighter literature, such as temper-

ance stories, novels, etc., to which, so far, we have not responded, for

the reason that you have your Board of Publication, which, in 1886,


