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INTRODUCTION
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FIFTY-FIFTH ANNUAL REPORT
OF THE

BOARD OF FOREIGN MISSIONS.

In presenting to the General Assembly its Fifty-fifth Annual

Report the Board would recognize with gratitude to God not

only the tokens of His favor during the last year, but also the

stability with which so great and extended a work has been

providentially maintained for more than half a century. As an

enterprise which depends not upon vested funds, but upon

seemingly fortuitous gifts from year to year, and which is af-

fected by all the vicissitudes to which the Church and the coun-

try are subject, its dependence upon Divine power and direc-

tion are most manifest. It is impossible to review this protracted

history, or even the work of a single year, without recognizing

a fulfillment of Christ's promise to be with His Church in its

great commission, always, even unto the end of the world."

But the Board has been reminded during the year that, al-

though this great cause advances forever, the laborers hold their

places in its service by a transient tenure. One veteran member
of the Board, Rev. Charles K. Imbrie, D.D., after a long and

faithful service, has been called to his reward during the year.

Dr. Imbrie had been a member of the Board for thirty-five

years, having been elected in 1856. He became a member of

the Executive Committee in 1865. His protracted service was

characterized by great regularity and promptness of attend-

ance, by rare fidelity in the discharge of all duties laid upon

him, and by a genial and devoted spirit.

On the mission fields, two veterans—Rev. John Newton, D.D.,

of the Lodiana Mission, and Rev. Augustus W. Loomis, D.D.,

of the Chinese Mission in California—have rested from their

labors, and their works do follow them. Both were men of

rare and long-tried fidelity and worth. Several younger mis-

sionaries, also, namely: Rev. Wellington J. White, of the Can-

ton Mission; Miss Sarah C. Seward, M.D., of the Farrukhabad

Mission: Miss J. M. Small, of the Siam Mission; Mrs. A. V.

Bryan, of the AVest Japan Mission; Mrs. W. A. Briggs, of the

Laos Mission; Rev. E. M. Pinkerton and Mrs. W. A. Carring-

ton, of the Brazil Mission; and Miss M. L. Ewalt, of the Kol-

htapur Mission, have died since the presentation of our last Re-

port. Thus the missionary ranks have suffered an unusual
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mortality, many circles of kindred have been filled with sorrow,

and the whole cause has experienced irreparable loss. The

year has been signalized, also, by the death of the first native

convert of the India Mission, Rev. Golaknath, a man whose

stable Christian character and faithful ministerial labor had

entitled him to the esteem and love of the Lodiana Mission.

During the year Mr. Robert Elliott Speer was appointed as

an Assistant Secretary, in view of the resignation of the Rev.

John C. Lowrie, D.D., in the previous year, and of the greatly

increasing work of the Board in its executive department. Mr.

Speer has been closely identified with the work of arousing the

missionary spirit among the young, and his work in the office

and in the churches gives great satisfaction. Rev. John Gilles-

pie, D.D., having been commissioned by the Board to visit the

India Missions for the purpose of making a thorough inspec-

tion of their work, in order to communicate to the Board a

fuller knowledge of its extensive work in India, left New York
about the first of August and returned early in March. He
was authorized, also, to make a brief visit to the East Japan

Mission, with which, as Secretary, he has the correspondence.

Dr. and Mrs. Gillespie were greatly favored by the Divine

providence which preserved their lives and health and secured

a full and satisfactory result of their long journey. The full

and able report of this visit of the Secretary is presented to the

General Assembly as a supplement to this Report. During Dr.

Gillespie's absence his work was in the hands of Rev. James S.

Dennis, D.D., of Syria, at present in this country, who freely

gave his time to the Board and to whom for this and other

services the Board is peculiarly grateful.

The Board has great reason for gratitude for the peace and

quiet which have attended its work in many fields, notwith-

standing rumors of disturbances which have been rife through-

out the year, and the many anxieties to which the missionaries

and their friends have been subject. The war in Chili, which

threatened to bring disaster to the Chili Mission, and even to

result in serious complications with our Government, has hap-

pily passed without in any way compromising or disturbing

our missionaries, or creating any impressions which are likely

to seriously affect our American influence. There is reason, on

the contrary, to hope that with the firm establishment of right-

ful government in Chili, and with the maintenance of unbroken
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confidence in our missionaries on the part of the people, in-

creased opportunities may be afforded for the prosecution of

an earnest and increasingly successful work.

Notwithstanding the political difficulties which throughout

the whole year have disturbed the republic of Guatemala, no

serious injury has befallen our mission. In Syria, as in other

parts of the Turkish empire, severe restrictions have been

placed by the Government upon various forms of mission work,

and yet, happily, that work has gone forward without serious

curtailment and with a gratifying degree of success. Special

gratitude to the great Head of the Church is due for that over-

ruling providence which has turned the many threatenings of

disturbance to the missions in China into signal advantages,

—to a freer access and safer prosecution of the work than have

been known for many years past.

For a full decade some of the stations of the Shantung
Mission have been thwarted in their efforts to secure property

for missionary purposes ; but a recent edict of the Imperial

Government, called forth by the mobs and political disturb-

ances of the year, have placed the cause of missions upon

a sounder basis than ever before, authorizing the sale of

property to our missionaries, enjoining upon local authorities

thorough protection, and even commending the work of the

missionaries as loyal, disinterested, and humane.

The apprehensions which have been felt in regard to the re-

actionary influences in Japan have been, in part at least, miti-

gated, and, although there is less readiness to receive the Gospel

than in some former years, it is believed that the prospects of

the Japanese church and of the missionary operations which

promote its growth are upon a sound basis which promises

continued prosperity in the years to come.

While there has not been a general outpouring of the Spirit

upon the mission fields as a whole, there have been some most

gratifying indications of the Divine presence in the ingathering

of many souls. The missionaries in the Laos Mission have

been permitted to welcome 241 native converts to the church,

and in the Shantung Mission 760 have been added. There has

also been a very marked advance toward the self-support of

the Shantung churches.

The fact that the aggregate gifts received by the Board from

many of the presbyteries have fallen off, as compared with the
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answers are received, the Board to consider the consensus of opinion thus

secured and take action in the premises."

A communication was received from the Executive Commit-

tee of the Presbyterian Church in the United States, dated

April 12, iSy2, suggesting mutual correspondence and co-

operation between that Committee and this Board in relation

to the Foreign Mission work of these two branches of the Pres-

byterian Church. This communication was heartily responded

to by formal action of the Board, taken April 18th. Copies of

the communication of the Executive Committee and the re-

sponse of the Board are incorporated in the Board's Minutes.

(See action of the meeting of April 18, 1892.)

MISSIONARIES SENT OUT IN 1891-1892.

Missions in Mexico.

Miss M. L. Hammond.

Mission in Colombia.

Mrs. T. S. Pond.

Mission in Brazil.

Rev. and Mrs. Geo. W. Chamberlain, and children, returning.

Rev. and Mrs. John M. Kyle, and child, returning.

Dr. Horace M. Lane and daughter, returning.

Rev. and Mrs. E. M. Pinkerton.

Rev. F. J. Perkins.

Miss M. K. Scott.

Mission i?i Syria.

Rev. and Mrs. W. W. Eddy, D.D., returning.

Rev. and Mrs. F. W. March, and children, returning.

Missions in Persia.

Rev. and Mrs. J. W. Havvkes, returning.

Miss Sue S. Lienbach.

Miss Jessie C Wilson, M.D.
Miss Letitia H. McCampbell.

Mr. E. T. Allen.

Miss Grace G. Russell.

Miss H. L. Medberry.

Miss Emma T. Miller, M.D.
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Mission in Siam.
Miss Margaret Gait.

Miss Annabel Gait.

Dr. and Mrs. Walter B. Toy.

Miss Elsie J. Bates.

Mission to Laos.

Rev. and Mrs. E. B. McGilvary.

Miss Margaret A. McGilvary.

Mission in Korea.

Dr. and Mrs. H. M. Brown.

Mr. J. S. Gale, appointed on the field.

Missions in China.

Rev. and Mrs. A. A. Fulton, returning.

Rev. and Mrs. J. H. Laughlin, returning.

Miss M. W. Niles, M.D., returning.

Dr. and Mrs. Robert Coltman, returning.

Mr. C. C. Jeremiassen, returning.

Mrs. John Butler, returning.

Rev. and Mrs. J. N. B. Smith, returning.

Rev. and Mrs. J. N. Hayes, returning.

Rev. and Mrs. S. B. Groves.

Rev. Alfred E. Street.

Miss J. M. S. Suter.

Miss Margaret E. Woods.

Rev. J. N. Young.

Miss Edwina Cunningham.

Rev. and Mrs. T. W. Houston.

Rev. W. N. Crozier.

Mr. and Mrs. Gilbert Mcintosh.

Missions in Japan.

Rev. A. V. Bryan, returning.

Mission in Africa.

Mrs. A. W. Marling, returning.

Mr. Edward A. Ford.

Miss Hulda Christiansen.



SIAM AND LAOS MISSIONS.

Siam Mission.

Bangkok : on the River Meinam, 25 miles from its mouth ; occupied as a mission
station, 1840 to 1844, and from 1847 to the present time ; missionary laborers—Rev.
Messrs. J. A. Eakin, J. B. Dunlap, and F. L. Snyder, and their wives ; Rev. A. W.
Cooper; Miss Edna S. Cole, Miss S. E. Parker, Miss Elsie J. Bates, and Miss L.J.
Cooper ; one native licentiate preacher ; seven native Christian teachers.

Petchaburee : on the western side of the Gulf of Siam, eighty-five miles southwest
of Bangkok ; occupied as a mission station in 1861 ; missionary laborers—Rev. and Mrs.
V. G. McClure ; Rev. Chas. E. Eckels, Walter B. Toy, M.D., and Mrs. Toy; Misses
Margaret and Annabel Gait ; one licentiate ; twelve native teachers. Outstations : Bang-
kaboon.Paktalay, Tharua Banphai, Ban Laam, and other places.

Ratburee : occupied as a mission station in 1889 ; missionary laborers—James B.
Thompson, M.D., and Mrs. Thompson ; one licentiate ; two native teachers.

In this country : Rev. and Mrs. E. P. Dunlap, Rev. and Mrs. E. Wachter, Miss Edna
S. Cole.

The stated work of the mission during the past year has been the

maintenance of preaching services at seven churches, the care of six-

teen schools with an enrollment of four hundred and thirty-one pupils,

the oversight of two dispensaries, and the issue from the press of three

and a half millions of pages, chiefly Holy Scriptures. The brethren

report but few additions to church membership, and yet write that

there are many cheering signs of progress.

The mission force has been increased by the arrival of Dr. and
Mrs. Walter B. Toy, the Misses Margaret and Annabel Gait, and Miss

Elsie J. Bates. Dr. and Mrs. Toy and the Misses Gait have been
appointed to Petchaburee—Dr. Toy to fill the vacancy made by the

resignation of Dr. Lee last spring, and the Misses Gait to take

charge of the work formerly under the supervision of Miss Cort and
Miss Small. Miss Bates is to be stationed at Bangkok, in the Wang
Lang Seminary. Mr. and Miss Cooper have been transferred from

Ratburee to the Bangkok station, Mr. Cooper to assist Mr. Eakin in

the boys' school, and Miss Cooper to aid in the girls' school. Dr.

Hays, having served the Board faithfully since his entrance on the

work in Bangkok in 1886, has resigned his connection with the Board

in order to devote his time entirely to what we hope will be a most
useful work in connection with the Government.

Miss Small's death at Petchaburee in the early summer left a va-

cancy which the mission have felt it would be difficult to fill. She
had completed her fifth year of service in connection with the Petcha-

buree Station, and was at the time of her death the senior missionary.
" She was a consecrated Christian, a devoted missionary, and success-

ful teacher." Her loss will be deeply felt by all who were associated

with her.
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Evangelistic Work.

Bangkok.—Mr. Snyder, in giving his time more directly to touring

and to evangelistic efforts, has been enabled to sell during the year

more than eleven hundred portions of the Holy Scriptures. During

a trip to Ayuthia, a former station of our mission, several portions of

Scripture were sold. Mr. Snyder reports that at this place the people

were eager listeners to the truth, and earnestly besought the return of

missionaries to their city. Kroo See, a colporteur of the mission,

made seven tours out of Bangkok, beside a very large number in the

city itself; during the year he disposed of about eight thousand tracts,

donating only the smallest and leaflet-tracts which are for that pur-

pose.

The First Church has added to its roll but one member on profes-

sion of faith, yet the report of the station reads :
" That internally

there is a manifest quickening of spiritual life and a large number are

on the eve of a decision for Christ. Three delinquent members, after

remaining away for years, have been brought back ; four family altars

have been set up where family prayers were before unknown ; the

weekly prayer-meeting has been well attended ; and volunteer exer-

cises have increased in frequency and profitableness. A woman's

prayer-meeting has been started with an attendance of twenty, eleven

of whom lead in prayer. The contributions of .the church have in-

creased twenty-five per cent. The Sabbath-school reports a member-

ship of 153 scholars, a gain over last year of 25. A new departure

was made during the year by taking up Sabbath-school collections."

The Second Church has added to its membership during the year

on profession of faith two girls from the Wang Lang Girls' School,

and restored to full communion a former member. Three children

have been baptized. The Sabbath-school attendance has decreased

somewhat, due in part to a falling off in the number of scholars in

the Wang Lang Seminary. The contributions of the scholars, how-

ever, have slightly increased.

Two other Sabbath-schools are reported in connection with the

Bangkok Station, one on the Baptist Compound, and the other con-

nected with the new day-school at Ban Mai.

Petchaburee.—The regular preaching services have been maintained

at four of the churches through the year, namely : Petchaburee, Bang-

kaboon, Paktalay, and Ban Laam. At the Tharua Banphai church

regular monthly services were conducted during more than half the

year. The work of preaching and supplying the pulpits of these

churches has devolved upon the two clerical missionaries, Messrs.

McClure and Eckels, as there are no native preachers connected with

the station.

The First Church.—Two preaching services have been conducted
regularly each Sabbath, together with the Sabbath-school, the weekly

prayer-meeting, and the morning chapel service. In addition to the

regular services special meetings have been held on different occa-

sions with gratifying results. Four persons have been added to the

church on profession of their faith. Earnest efforts have been made



SI AM—EDUCATIONAL WORK. 217

on the part of the missionaries to secure better Sabbath observance
more faithful church attendance, and a more consistent Christian liv-

ing among the members of the church.

Considerable evangelistic effort has been made in other directions.

A tour was made up the Petchaburee River by Mr. Eckels and Mr.
McClure. They were limited as to time, but the trip was of much
importance from the fact that it lay in a region seldom visited by the

missionaries or native helpers, and a knowledge of the country was
gained that will be valuable in planning for future labors. Trips were
also made to various outlying villages, and wayside work in and around
Petchaburee was vigorously prosecuted.

Ratburee.—A regular preaching service has been held on the Com-
pound each Sabbath morning, immediately after the Sabbath-school

;

also an afternoon service on alternate Sabbaths at the homes of two
of the native helpers. The missionaries of the station write that
" the attendance at these outside appointments has been small and
yet the work is encouraging. The Gospel has been preached to

several hundreds of persons and the work will not be without results."

Mr. Cooper closes the report for the Ratburee Station with the

following paragraph :
" No church has yet been organized at this new

station, and, so far as known, there have been no conversions during
the year. Yet there are not lacking cheering signs of progress. Much
preliminary work has been done. A firm hold has been gained upon
the confidence and good-will of the community. By precept and by
example many have been taught to appreciate something of the con-

trast between the religion of Buddha and that of Jesus Christ."

Educational Work.

Bangkok.—The Bangkok Christian High School has had a total

enrollment of 119, a gam over last year of 17. In spite of heat and
drought the school was kept in session during the entire year. The
following quotation is from Mr. Eakin's report :

" The students have
been diligent in their studies, and have made good progress in all

branches. The course of study has been advanced, so that the Fourth

Grade is almost as far along now as the Fifth Grade was at this time

last year. And something has been done toward improving the

methods of our native teachers. The school is now fairly graded, and
we shall soon be able to require all students to come up fully to the

standard laid down in the course." Mr. Eakin, in alluding to the

Christian influences which surround the school, adds :
" The students

have attended the morning prayers every week-day morning. Every
night they have prayers conducted by themselves. All the boarders

and nearly all the day-scholars are members of the Sabbath-school.

They have seemed to engage in the religious studies of the school

with entire good-will and readiness
;
yet with all this there has not

been one student during the past year who has professed faith in

Christ. We are very sorry for this, but not discouraged. If the seed

is sown faithfully the harvest must come, though it be long delayed,

for God's Word is sure. We know that several of the older students
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are seriously considering the subject of religion, and we wait for the

Divine blessing."

The Wang Lang Female Seminary has numbered 44 pupils through

the year. In the early summer Miss Cole, who had been in charge

of the school for several years, was forced to return to the United

States for a much-needed rest, and Miss Parker, who had been on the

field but a few months, was compelled to take the principalship. Some
assistance was rendered Miss Parker, however, by Miss Cooper, of

Ratburee. Miss Parker reports that the pupils have made good prog-

ress in their studies, and that the patrons have expressed themselves

as well satisfied with the work done. Forty-four girls were enrolled,

two of whom united with the church on profession of faith.

A New Day-School at Ban Mai was opened last May with four

pupils, but in a short time it was found necessary to enlarge the room
where the pupils had been gathering. The school has had an aggre-

gate attendance of about fifty scholars, and is entirely self-supporting.

The teacher is one of the graduates of the Sum Ray School.

Bctchaouree.^-Ten schools have been in operation during the year,

and one other was open for about three months. Two of these are

boarding-schools located on the Compound, five are day-schools in

various parts of the city, and four are in neighboring villages.

The Boys Boarding-School has been under the care of Mr. Eckels.

Thirty boys were enrolled, of whom 17 were boarders. Mr. Eckels,

in reporting the year's work, writes :
" The school has done good,

steady work along the line of the course of study recently adopted.

The instruction has been given chiefly by the native teacher, Koo
Daang. Evening prayers have been held with the boarders ; all of

the pupils have attended morning chapel and Sabbath services. On
Sundays they are organized into a Sabbath-school, which has been

taught by Mrs. McClure."
The Hoivard Industrial Boarding-School for girls was under the

care of Miss Small until the time of her death in June. The girls in

attendance up to that date numbered 26, of whom 9 were boarders.

After Miss Small's death the boarding scholars were all sent home,

except a few orphan children. Each teacher, however, was retained,

and the school was continued as a day-school under the supervision

of Mrs. McClure, with an attendance of 23. Mrs. McClure writes

that " the religious interest among the girls has not been marked.

One girl, however, united with the church on profession of faith, and

some interest is manifest among others of the school."

The Outside Day-Schools.—On the departure of Miss Cort for

America the oversight of these schools devolved upon Miss Small,

and they were under her direction until the time of her death. Since

that time Mr. McClure has been caring for them. Nine schools have

been open during the year with an average attendance of 150. Mr.

McClure reports that the work done in some of these schools has been

successful, while in others it has not been satisfactory, owing in part

to a lack of the systematic care which they have been accustomed to

receive. Mr. McClure advises reducing the number of outside day-

schools to three, as the mission force during the next year will not be
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sufficient to allow any one to give as much time to them as they
require.

Ratburee.—The Boys' Day-School has completed the second year
of its history. Last summer the missionaries of the station succeeded
in securing for the purposes of a school building a stable formerly

owned and used by a Siamese nobleman. After a thorough renova-
tion and many changes it was found to be admirably adapted to the

purpose of the Boys' School, and in June it was occupied as such.

Since that date the number of pupils has grown from seven to twenty-

one. Mr. Cooper writes regarding the school: "The average as

regards regularity of attendance and diligence in study has been ex-

ceptionally high. The school is now in a prosperous condition, and
the outlook for the future is full of promise. Daily morning prayers
have been held during the year. With the exception of two children

of our native licentiates, all the boys come from heathen homes, and
our only opportunity for any sort of religious influence is through their

connection with the school. This is only the seed-time of our work
;

but we labor in faith and hope and confident expectation of a harvest-

time to come."

Medical Work.

Petchaburee.—During the earlier part of the year the Hospital and
Dispensary work was under the care of Dr. Lee. After Dr. Lee's
resignation, however, it was under the direction of the clerical mission-

aries of the station, Messrs. McClure and Eckels, aided by the faithful

and efficient services of a native assistant, Nai Toy. Seven hundred
and ten cases were treated, 90 visits were made, and 26 in-patients

were treated. There were 64 surgical cases. Mr. Eckels, in writing

with reference to this department, says :
" While we are glad to have

been able to accomplish as much as we have in this department of
work, yet it is with a sense of extreme relief that we commit it for the

coming year to the professional hands waiting to receive it."

Ratburee.—Dr. Thompson, in reporting the medical labors of this

station, says :
" Our work has been slightly heavier this year than last.

Eight hundred cases have been treated, against 488 in the previous
year. The total number of attendances is 1,786, and the number of
prescriptions 1,057. Religious instruction has been given throughout
the year as far as time and strength permitted. Portions of Scripture,

tracts, and leaflets have been given, and many have heard the formal
preaching of the Gospel in addition to the more direct word."

Mission .Press.

Under the efficient management of Rev. J. B. Dunlap, who is de-
voting his time wholly to the Press, it has become an indispensable
part of our labors in Siam. The Press, however, is an important factor
in all mission work in Siam, as it is the only fountain from which a
religious literature pours forth to the Siamese. The American Bible
Society, through its agent, the Rev. John Carrington, formerly a
missionary of this Board, makes large demands upon it. The mission-
aries write that Mr. Carrington has manifested much energy and wis-
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dom in the management of the Society's work, and that his labors have

been crowned with rich spiritual blessing. Copies of seven different

books of the Bible were issued during the year. A total of three and

a half millions of pages of Scripture and tracts were printed, or double

the number issued last year. Eleven thousand portions of Scriptures

were distributed by our missionaries during the year, of which less

than 1,000 copies were given away, and more than 10,000 sold. Mr.

Dunlap writes that the increase in the amount of work done has been

accomplished by a larger number of helpers, and by the addition of a

new printing-press and a new proof-press.

Just as the report is going to press, it is learned that the mission has

secured enlarged accommodations for the Press on the Baptist Com-
pound.

Statistics of Sid//! Mission.

< >rdained missionaries 8

Medical missionaries 2

Single lady missionaries b

Married lady missionaries 8

Native licentiate preachers 3

Native teachers and helpers 21

Number of churches 7

Communicants . 296
Added during the year 7
Boys in boarding-schools 90
Girls in boarding-schools 51

! I< ijrs in day-schools 135
Girls in day-schools. 155
Total number of pupils 431
Number of schools . . 16

Pupils in Sabbath-schools 301

Laos Mission.

Cheung-Mai : on the Maah-Ping River, 500 miles north of Bangkok ; occupied as a
mission station, 1876 ; missionary laborers—Rev. Messrs. Daniel McGilvary, D.D., D. G.
Collins, Evandcr B. McGilvary, and their wives ; Dr. and Mrs. James W. McKean, Rev.
Stanley K. Phraner; Misses Isabella Griffin, Eliza P. Weslervelt. Nellie H. McGilvary,
and Margaret A. McGilvary ; Rev. Xan-Tali ; 27 helpers; 23 outstations.

I.ak.wvn : on the Maah-Wung River, southeast from Cheung-Mai 75 miles; occupied
as a mission station, 1885; missionary laborers—Rev. S. C. Peoples, M.D., and Mrs.

Peoples ; Rev. Jonathan Wilson, Rev. and Mrs. Hugh Taylor, Rev. Robert Irwin, Dr.
W. A. Briggs ; Miss Kate W. Fleeson

; 3 native helpers ; 1 outstation.

I.ACOON : occupied as a mission station in 1S91 ; missionary laborers—Rev. and Mrs.

W. C. Dodd ; 1 native helper.

It is with pleasure we give the cheering report from this far-off mis-

sion field. The different lines of work have been carried forward with

a remarkable degree of spiritual growth and prosperity. There has

been an increased attendance in all of the schools, and far better

work has been accomplished in each than in previous years. There
has been manifest, also, a growing evangelistic spirit among the elders

of the churches. The missionaries give thanks to God for the fidelity

of the native church members, and for the ever-widening doors which

they are constantly invited to enter. There have been adult acces-

sions to the church membership at each monthly communion for the

last forty-six consecutive months, and since October, 1884, there have
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been but six months when there were no additions to the church.

I -arge annual accessions have been made for the last nine years, and

the number has steadily grown larger each year.

During the year the mission received a strong and valuable addi-

tion to its working force in the appointment and arrival on the field of

Rev. and Mrs. Evander B. McGilvary, and Miss Margaret A. McGil-

vary.

At the beginning of the year the Lakawn Station suffered a serious

loss in the death of Mrs. Dr. Briggs, after a brief illness. It was

feared during the first months of the year that Mr. Phraner, owing to ill-

health, would be forced to return to the United States. We are happy

to say that his physician now reports him well. Dr. Briggs was com-

pelled to seek rest and change in a river trip of some two months to

Bangkok. With the above-named exceptions the health of the mission-

aries has been good.

It is with peculiar gratification we report the opening of a station

at Lapoon. The mission had long been desirous of occupying this

important centre, and had made several attempts during the past

years to secure suitable property there, but without success.

The total number of communicants reported by the mission is 1,115,

of which number 241 were added to the church during the year. The
total number of churches is 6. In the 8 schools of the mission 278

pupils were enrolled. One ordained native evangelist and 30 native

helpers and teachers are reported.

Evangelistic Work.

Cheung-Mai.—The past year has been one of considerable extension

in evangelistic efforts. Labors were begun for the first time in

Lapoon with gratifying results. The year opened with Dr. McGilvary'

s

long tour to the north, covering a period of four months, and extending

to a more northerly point than that of any previous journey. The
following is quoted from Dr. McGilvary' s report :

"It was interesting to notice that in the uttermost limit of this vi>it

there was the same desire among the various branches of the Laos

family to know the Gospel that we have seen in Cheung-Mai. After

returning to Cheung Saan we crossed to Cheung Kong, where we
were cordially received by the Governor, who is liberal in his views,

and a perfect gentleman. Here our tent was crowded daily by visit-

ors and officers anxious to learn to read. Books left the year before

had borne some fruit and were constantly read. The people and

rulers of the various provinces are all favorable to us. It is needless

to say that both the old and the new places visited deepened and

strengthened convictions long since formed of the whiteness of the

whole field, and of the need of a station there. During the whole

tour Loong Noi Sa Li, and Ai Sow, and Nan Sa Wau, our good elders,

did excellent and very satisfactory service."

During the last month of the year Dr. McGilvary made a two

weeks' tour by boat to the south, visiting all Christian villages along

the river, eleven or twelve in all, as far south as Wang Pau. So that
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from north to south Dr. McGilvary's tours covered a distance of

about 275 miles.

Short tours have been made by the other missionaries, as their

regular work would allow, the fruits of which are already beginning to

appear.

At the last meeting of the North Laos Presbytery Rev. Nan Tah
was appointed to do touring and evangelistic woik. The mission

write that " it is a great pleasure to report that he has been faithful in

obeying the commands of Presbytery, and that during tours of greater

or less duration he has been permitted to baptize many adults and

children. The value of his services is beyond computation."

A very important part of the evangelistic work of this station has

been done by the theological students under Mr. Dodd's supervision

and instruction. Mr. Dodd writes :

" During a large portion of the school year all the members, both

teachers and pupils, were engaged in evangelistic work somewhere
every Sabbath. The pupils were sent out two by two, so that for

many Sabbaths during the year, in from six to ten different places or

villages, the Gospel was preached by native evangelists. To their

work no doubt we may in part ascribe revived interest in many places

and increased additions to the churches."

The brethren write that the results of the year's touring have doubly

proved what has long been a well-established fact, that there is no
surer, more direct, and more rapid method of advancing God's king-

dom among the Laos people than by carrying the Gospel to them in

their villages and dwellings.

Lakawn.—All the members of this station have been permitted to

take some part in this useful work of touring. Mr. Taylor writes :

" Besides what has been done in this line, while pursuing some other

branch of the work, five special tours have been made among the

villages of the province. These have been to the west, south, and

north, and occupied from one to four weeks each. The work accom-
plished on the river banks also deserves special mention, as it reaches

not only our own people to the south of us, but extends down into

Siam. In fact, on every hand we find the open doors. Our regret is

that this year we have nowhere been able to follow up the work in

such a way as to reap the harvest which seemed to us ripe."

Lapoon,— Mr. and Mrs. Dodd were permitted to enter Lapoon
under the most favorable auspices in October. Already Mr. Dodd
reports the organization of a church, with an adult membership of 121,

and 94 baptized children. Five elders and two deacons have also

been installed. It is cause for deep gratitude to God that this station

has been so successfully opened and that the undertaking has been
abundantly prospered from the beginning. The encouraging features

attending the organization of this effort, and the renewed interest

evinced by the native Christians resident there, give hope for a much
enlarged work in this station of our Laos Mission.
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Churches.

Cheung-Mai.—Church work has been faithfully and successfully

maintained throughout the year. The completion of a new church

building has added considerably to the material equipment of the

station.

The First Church, with Dr. McGilvary as pastor, assisted at times

by Mr. Collins and Rev. Nan Tah, has maintained regular services,

consisting of Sabbath morning and evening worship and Sabbath-

school, with two prayer-meetings for women and one for men on Sab-

bath afternoons, and on week days a teachers' meeting on Wednesday
and a prayer- meeting on Friday. The additions to the membership
have been larger than in any previous year. The number of adults

received on profession of faith was 188; those received by letter, 4 ;

the number of infant baptisms, 140 ; one elder and one deacon were
installed.

The Maa Dawk Dang and Bethlehem Churches report a very en-

couraging growth. Our brethren write in the highest commendation
of the zeal and faithfulness shown by the elders and helpers in these

churches in proclaiming the Gospel and in creating a wider interest

among the people.

Lakaivn.—The First Church has conducted its regular services on
the Sabbath, as well as a meeting every night in the week in the

chapel. The Sunday-school has been well attended, with a slight in-

crease in numbers over last year. Considerable house-to-house

visitation by Miss Fleeson is reported.

Educational Work.

Cheung-Mai.—The four schools of this station have been success-

fully conducted throughout the year. The increased attendance and
the better work done in each of these important schools give much
hope for the future.

The Cheung-Mai Hoys' Boarding-School records a successful year,

with a considerable advance over previous years. In some respects

the year has been the best in the history of the school. Mr. Collins

has been aided during the year by Mrs. Collins and Miss McGilvary,

who, with their knowledge of the language, have proved valuable

assistants. The following quotation is from Mr. Collins' report of the

year: "The total attendance for the year has been 94, a gain of 23
over the previous year. Of those who were in attendance, 38 were

members of our churches, and of the remainder, 25 were children of

the covenant. Twenty-four of the pupils were received into the church

during the year." Mr. Collins adds that the greatest drawback in the

work has been the lack of proper accommodations for the pupils.

The mission again renews the request for an appropriation of $1,000
for enlarging the quarters of the Boys' School.

Mr. Collins closes his report with a review of the work of the past

four years: "We feel confident that much good has been accom-
plished during the four years' history of the school. At least 150

boys have received some training in the new religion, to say nothing
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of what they have learned in reading, writing, arithmetic, and geog-

raphy. From the day that the school first opened the Shorter Cate-

chism in Siamese has been taught, and many of the boys have mem-
orized the whole of it. Some of our boys have become teachers for

the new missionaries ; some have been employed as scribes ; one
spends his vacations with Dr. McKean in the dispensary ; another

will become our Laos assistant in the school at the beginning of next

term; three of them will soon enter the printing-office ; one or two

will soon be ready to enter the theological class. A few who came
from non-Christian homes have gone out we know not where. The
influence of many of the older students is being felt in many villages,

where they often lead the religious meetings. Over 35 of the Chris-

tian boys lead in public prayer."

The Cheung-Mai Girls' Boarding and Day School, as hitherto, has

been under the care of Miss Griffen and Miss Westervelt, assisted for

several weeks at the beginning of the year by Miss McGilvary. The
total number of pupils enrolled was 79, of whom 57 were boarders

and 22 day pupils. Of this number 30 were communing members of

the church, while of the remainder 25 were baptized children of Chris-

tian parents. Dr. McKean, in writing of the successful work accom-
plished by this school, says :

" The value of the instruction these girls

receive is often seen on tours, when it is found that they have be-

come teachers in their own families and among their neighbors."

The Cheung-Mai Theological or Boys' Training- School has an en-

rollment of 35, of whom 20 were candidates for the Gospel ministry.

" The interest in study and practical work has risen higher than ever

before, and the prospects of the school are the brightest since its com-
mencement." As above stated, a large part of the evangelistic work of

the station and in the surrounding villages was done by this class.

The Cheung-Mai Hospital Night-School has been in session almost

continuously during the year. Dr. McKean in his report states that

" it is impossible to give any statistics in regard to the attendance of

this school, as it fluctuates constantly with the number of patients in

the hospital. A number of patients from distant provinces have

learned to read, and have been taught the fundamental truths of the

Gospel. The teaching is wholly religious. While such a school can

never be large, it reaches those who might not come under the influ-

ence of the Gospel in any other way."

The Lakawn Boys' School.—The total enrollment has been 25.

The work has not been entirely satisfactory, but some advancement
has been made, and it is believed that in another year the school will

be more than double its present number.

The Lakawn Industrial or Farm School has prospered beyond the

most sanguine expectations of its organizer. The farm which Dr.

Peoples had striven to secure for some time was finally granted to the

mission by the Governor of Lakawn, and the Doctor has taken pos-

session of the same, and writes that the success of this project is already

assured by the fact that they have a good crop of rice where all

around is absolute failure. " The pump is at work with the horse-tread

power, and is giving splendid satisfaction. It is the object of a great

'5
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deal of curiosity and interest on the part of the natives. Everything

around the farm reminds one of business."

The Lakawn Girls School.—This school has been most success-

fully conducted by Miss Fleeson for two years past, although no pro-

vision has been made from the mission treasury for its maintenance.

The station is now asking of the Board permission to formally organize

this school for girls in Lakawn. Miss Fleeson, in writing with regard

to the work, says: "Something should be done for the girls of La-

kawn. For years they have been pleading to be taught. The reg-

ularity of the attendance during the year, and the earnestness with

which they took to study, justifies our asking that a school be estab-

lished for them where they may pursue a regular course and be under

constant Christian training. A woman's prayer-meeting has been suc-

cessfully maintained among them during the latter part of the year."

Medical Work.

Cheung-Mai.—A considerably larger number of patients were

treated than in any previous years. The whole number of attendances

was 5,101, or an average of 425 per month. Dr. McKean writes:

"This number of patients includes those who received the simplest

treatment, and those who required many hours of attention ; those

who came to us, and those whom it was necessary to go many miles

to visit ; it includes the King of Siam and the high Siamese officials
;

also the very poor and the outcast." Besides the number treated by
Dr. McKean, several hundred received treatment on Dr. McGilvary's

long tour to the North, and on river trips to Bangkok. The work
has for some time been entirely self-supporting, and a balance in the

treasury is now reported of over $100. A service has been held in the

hospital each evening for the patients and attendants. A night-school

has been reported above in connection with the educational work.

This school is maintained at the expense of the dispensary, and has

been in session almost continuously throughout the year.

Lakawn.—Dr. Briggs, the physician in charge at this station, who
has spent but one year on the field, writes :

" The work the past year

has been marked by the removal of difficulties rather than by actual

progress and success, and yet not altogether without both of the latter.

The drawbacks have been not a few—a poor supply of medicines,

and a half dozen miserable huts to serve as a hospital, were a serious

hindrance. But these difficulties will be obviated another year." Not-

withstanding the discouragements the Doctor writes that he has met
with a great deal of encouragement in his labors. He endeavors to

have every person who comes for treatment spoken to personally and

the Gospel presented to him. He is assisted in this personal effort

by his medical assistant and language teacher, who are splendid evan-

gelists and Christian helpers. The Doctor, in closing his report, adds

:

" The indirect results cannot be estimated ; but, if nothing else has

been accomplished, there has been a large amount of ' opening-up'

work done. A number of interesting cases might be singled out, both

from the common people and the ruling classes, as illustrative of the

influence of our medical work in Lakawn. But, like most of our mis-
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sion work here at present, it is preparatory. We are unable to point

to much specific fruit, and yet a number have shown a marked interest

in spiritual things."

Literary Work.

The most important item in the literary work of the year is the

complete revision by Mrs. McGilvary of her translation of the Gospel
of Matthew. It has been printed in the Siamese character by the

American Bible Society. Mr. Dodd has also completed his transla-

tion of the Synopsis of Robinson's Harmony of the Gospels. This
work has proved a valuable aid to the students of the Theological

Class, and there is a considerable demand for it among the Christian

families of Laos. Mr. Collins has finished an English- Laos Diction-

ary, which will prove of much service to all who undertake the study

of the Laos language, and especially to all new missionaries.

New Work.

The mission is pleading for reinforcements. Three single women
are asked for Lakawn, a physician to assist Dr. McKean in his

labors at Cheung- Mai, and one single woman for school work in

Cheung-Mai.
In a carefully prepared appeal from the mission, a request is made

for another clerical missionary to open work at Raheng and in the

villages on the Maa Ping River. "It is almost a question of now or

never. Raheng is destined to become the principal city in all the

North Country. It will be the centre of all kinds of traffic, whether

railroad, river, or any other ; it is the government centre. Foreign

influence has already done immense mischief, and if something is not

done immediately it will before long be as difficult to work as a port

town. Oh, that our cry in behalf of this people who are so willing tc

give attention to the Gospel now might be answered speedily !

"

Statistics of Laos Mission.

Ordained missionaries 9
Medical missionaries 2

Single lady missionaries 5

Married lady missionaries 7
< >rdained native evangelist. . 1

Native teachers and helpers 31
Number of churches 6

Communicants 1,115
Added during the year 241
Total number of baptisms during the y?ar. . . 450
Number of schools. . 8

Boys in boarding-schools. . . _. 118
( iirls in boarding-schools 95
Boys in day-schools 43
Girls in day-schools 22
Total number of pupils .... 278



FINANCIAL STATEMENT.

Expenditures of the Board of Foreign Missions of the Presbyterian Chutch

in the U. S. A., May I, 1891, to Ap?-il 30, 1892.

Expenditures for

Missions. 1891-92. Total.

Africa.

Gaboon and Corisco $22,786 92

Liberia 5,877 50 $28,66442

China.

Canton 48,98811

Peking 13.801 68

Shanghai 56,978 74

Shantung 53,3oS 96 I73>o77 49

Chinese and Japanese in U. S 27,247 10

Guatemala . 9»732 35

India.

Lodiana 9°, 8 57 22

Farrukhabad 49,86973

Kolhapur. 22,12637 162,85332

Japan.

East 46,743 42

West 56,69761 103,44103

Korea 24,295 61

Mexico 86,156 69

Persia.

East 32,138 69

West 57,567 30 89,70599

Siam and Laos.

Siam 27,177 76

Laos 28,324 14 55,501 90

South America.

Brazil 56,71490

Chili 28,8So 00

Colombia 13,11425 98,70915

Syria ,
68,252 05

U. S. Indians.

Dakotas 9,860 00

Nez Perces 5,606 25

Senecas 2,75000 18,21625

Sundry Special Appropriations 3, 191 66

Total for Mission Fields $949,045 01

Home Department 51,286 12

" Church at Home and Abroad " 2,352 52

Total of Expenditures $1,002,683 65


