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be sent to the Treasurer of the Assembly's Board. Wherever

the proper church courts take other action, the Young People's

Societies will, of course, recognize their paramount jurisdiction.

But the plan is recommended in the earnest hope that it may be

accepted as the wisest and most practicable solution of an impor-

tant problem."

The missionary force was increased during the year by the ad-

dition of twenty-eight missionaries, of whom six

Force^''^
were ordained ministers, three medical men, five

medical women, seven other single women, one

industrial missionary, and six wives of missionaries. About two-

thirds of this number were sent to the field by funds specially

provided for the purpose. On the other hand, the force was de-

pleted by ten deaths and twenty resignations. The deaths were:

East Shantung Mission—Mrs. Charles Lewis, May 31, 1897;

Mrs. Calvin W. Mateer, Feb. 18, 1898.

Lodiana Mission—Mrs. Charles B. Newton, June 20, 1897;

Mrs. W. J. P. Morrison, Jan. 1, 1898.

Siam Mission—Eev. F. I. Lyman, July 17, 1897; James

B. Thompson, M.D., March 30, 1898.

Chinese in California—Miss Margaret Culbertson, Aug. 1,

1897.

Hainan Mission—Eev. J. C. Melrose, Sept. 16, 1897.

West Shantung Mission—Anna M. Larson, M.D., Dec. 35,

1897.

Western Persia—Mrs. Benjamin Labaree, April 15, 1898.

More extended reference to these servants of God will be found

in connection with their respective Missions. The resignations

were from nine Missions, and were largely because of ill health.

The names will be found in the text of the report.

In some of our fields, the year has been marked by unusual up-

heaval and disturbance. Kevolution in Guatemala;

--. 2?® „ war, famine, plague and earthquake in India; ex-
Missions. > } f a 1 >

citement in China because of the aggressions of cer-

tain European, powers, and alarm in Persia because of assertions

of ecclesiastical power and weakness and oppressions of the civil

authority, necessarily reacted somewhat on our Mission work.

The unprecedented cut also, made necessary by diminished re-

ceipts, told somewhat severely, although by throwing the native
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MISSIONARIES WHO HAVE DIED IN 1897-1898.

Mrs. C. B. Newton, Lodiana Mission—June 20, 1897.

Kev. J. C. Melrose, Hainan Mission—Sept. 16, 1897.

Mrs. "W. J. P. Morrison, Lodiana Mission—Jan. 1, 1898.

Eev. F. I. Lyman, Siam Mission—July 17, 1897.

Mrs. Chas. Lewis, E. Shantung Mission—May 31, 1897.

Anna M. Larsen, M.D., W. Shantung Mission—Dec. 25, 1897.

Miss Margaret Culbertson, Chinese in San Francisco—Aug. 1,

1897.

James B. Thompson, M.D., Siam—March 30, 1898.

Mrs. C. W. Mateer, Chefoo—February 18, 1898.

Mrs. Benjamin Labaree, Western Persia—April 15, 1898.

Mention of these deceased missionaries will be found in the

reports of their respective missions.

MISSIONARIES SENT OUT IN 1897-1898.

Missions in Africa.

C. F. Friend, M.D., and Mrs. Friend.

Eev. F. G .Knauer.

Eev. Eichard Lange.

Miss L. A. Babe, returning.

Mr. E. A. Ford, returning.

Eev. W. C. Gault and Mrs. Gault, returning.

Missions in Brazil.

Miss Ella Kuhl, returning.

H. M. Lane, M.D., returning.

Miss M. C. Chamberlain.

Missions in China.

Miss Harriet Lewis, returning.

Eev. John Wherry, D.D., returning.

Miss E. F. Boughton, returning.

Miss Mary Brown, M.D., returning.

Eev. Hunter Corbett, D.D., and Mrs. Corbett, returning.



SIXTY-FIRST ANNUAL REPORT. 1/

Missions in Laos.

Eev. Robert Irwin, returning.

Miss Nellie ]\IcGilvary, returning.

Eev. Hugh Taylor and ]\Irs. Taylor, returning.

Miss I. A. Griffin, returning.

Missions in Mexico.

Mrs. Isaac Boyce and cliildren, returning.

Mrs. Mary L. Brown, returning.

Miss Mary McDermid.

Miss C. B. Browning.

Missions in Persia.

Miss Annie Montgomer}', returning.

Mis Mary J. Smith, M.D., returning.

Miss Mary E. Bradford, M.D., returning.

Eev. L. F. Esselstyn and Mrs. Esselstyn, returning.

Missions in Siam.

Hqx. J. A. Eakin and children, returning.

Miss E. A. Eakin.

Missions in Syria.

Eev. 0. J. Hardin and Mrs. Hardin, returning.

I?ev. F. E. Hoskins and Mrs. Hoskins, returnins:.



MISSIONS IN SIAM.

SIAM MISSION.
Bangkok: on the Eiver ^Menam, 25 miles from its mouth; occupied as

a Mission station, 1840 to 1844, and from 1847 to the present time; mis-
sionaries^—Rev. E. P. Dunlap, D.D., and Mrs. Dunlap, Rev. J. A. Eakin,
Rev. F. L. Snyder and Mrs. Snyder, Rev. J. B. Dunlap and Mrs. Dunlap,
Walter B. Toy, M.D., and Mrs. Toy, Rev. Boon Boon-Itt and Mrs.
Boon-Itt, Miss Edna S. Cole, Miss Elsie J. Bates and Miss L. J. Cooper,
Miss E. A. Eakin.

Petchabukee : on the western side of the Gulf of Siam, 85 miles south-
west of Bangkok; occupied as a Mission Station in 1861; missionaries

—

Rev. W. G. MeClure and Mrs. MeClure, Rev. Charles E. Eckels and Mrs.
Eckels, Mrs. Thompson, Miss Annabel Gait, Miss E. Hitchcock, Mrs. F. I.

Lyman.

Ratabxjkee: occupied as a Mission Station in 1889; missionaries

—

Rev. E. Wachter, M.D., and Mrs. Wachter, Rev. A. W. Cooper and Mrs.
Cooper.

In this Countky: Mrs. Jas. B. Thompson, Rev. C. E. Eckels and Mrs.
Eckels.

IN MEMOEIAj\I.— The year has been remarkable for the

number of promotions from our company of missionaries to the

higher service in heaven. The Eev. Stephen Bush, D.D., was the

first to go. He was a missionary in Bangkok, 1849 to 1852, when
he v/as obliged to leave Siam on account of his health. He
passed away at his home in Waterford, IST. Y., near the close of

last year. Mrs. J. A. Eakin, who was at home on furlough with
her husband and two children, entered into rest in January. The
Eev. S. G. McFarland, D.D., finished his course in April, at his

home in Canonsburg, Pa. He came to Siam in 1860, and labored

until 1896. The Eev. N. A. McDonald, D.D., was called to the

presence chamber of the King in August. He and Dr. McFar-
land, with their wives, came to Siam on the same vessel. After

twenty-five years of great usefulness, he finally gave up the work
in 1885, and was living at his home in Shade Gap, Pa., when the

summons came. All these were faithful unto death, and have
received the crown of life. AVe extend to the dear friends who
mourn their departure our sincere sympathy, as those who suffer

and rejoice with them.

BANGKOK STATION.

CHUECHES.—The three Churches of the Station are in a

flourishing condition. The first, at Sumraj^, has received during
the year five persons on confession of their faith, and ten others
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have expressed their intention to unite at the next Communi(m.
The second Church, at Wang Lang, though limited h}' its loca-

tion mainly to the teachers and students of the Harriet M. House
School, has maintained regular services except during the school

vacations, and has received one new member. Two children have
been baptized. The third Church, at Rajawong Chapel, has also

been making substantial growth. Nine persons have been re-

ceived on profession of their faith and baptized, and two children

were baptized.

EVANGELISTIC—In the broader sense of the term, all our

v.'ork is evangelistic; and in the ordinary sense, all other depart-

ments are subordinate to the work of winning souls for Christ

and building up His Church in this land. It is a pleasure to

record that our people show an increasing desire to do more
for the support of the Gospel. The first Church, in addition to

supporting its own pastor and building a parsonage for him, has

paid the salary of one of its elders, who is engaged in evangelistic

work; and it is now proposed that all our native evangelists shall

hereafter be under the care and control of the Home Mission

Committee of the Presbytery of Siam, and be supported from its

funds.

Outside of the organization Churches, regular preaching

services have been carried on at Rajawong and Paknam by Mr.

Snyder, and at one chapel in Bangkok by Mr. J. B. Dunla|). One
l^reaching-place in the city was closed for lack of funds on ac-

count of the cut on our appropriations; but another is soon to be

opened, supported by private subscription here on the field.

The attendance has been good at all these j^laces. The work
at Paknam seems especially encouraging. There are several be-

lievers among the attendants, though they are not yet ready to

confess Christ openly. At Ayuthia systematic house-to-house

visiting has been done, from which fruit will surely come in due

time.

ITINERATING.—Mr. Boon-Itt, with several others, traversed

a considerable part of the Paknampo region, preaching and
teaching.

In this connection special mention is due to the work of Kru Huat,
the evangelist of the First Church of Bangkok. He had formerly been

all over that part of the country as an official in the Siamese government
service, and was known everywhere as a man of strict integrity and un-

blemished reputation. Afterward, when he went among the people with
the Gospel message, his character added weight to his words.

As usual, most of the touring has been done by Dr. Dunlap.

He and Mrs. Dunlap spent 43 days in February and March on a

tour down the east coast of the Gulf of Siam.
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They visited six provinces and three islands, going by canoe and on
foot back some distance from the coast, and laboring in the villages in the
interior. As a rule, they were \\ell received. Three persons were baptized

in the province of Chantaboon, and 2,456 copies of Scriptures and tracts

were sold.

A tour of four months was also made to the province of Nakawn.
While in the city of Nakawn, they held daily preaching services; traveled

on elephants 15 days to distant places in the interior; dedicated a chapel

built by the native Christians at the village of Haw Mok: made a journey
of i:0 days up the river Looang, and had the joy of baptizing 14 adults

and placing 25 on probation. Discipline was necessary in the case of some
members who had gone astray, but nearly all the disciples showed mani-
fest growth in grace and in willing service.

A sad event in connection with this tour was the death of the faithful

elder of the Nakawn Church, Xai Mit; yet his death was a triumph to the
cause of the Gospel. His last thoughts were for the interests of Christ's

kingdom, giving money and materials for a chapel which was erected by
the disciples after he was gone. After he had lost the power of speech he
testified by signs that the Saviour was with him, and that he was at
peace. The Bethlehem Church of Nakawn now numbers G5 members.

Recently Dr. Dunlap has made another tour alone, going 200 miles
down the Mest coast of the Gulf to the province of Choompawn. He went
into the interior of the province, preached the Gospel in the court-house
at the capital, where he was well received by the government officials,

visited in the homes of the people, and sold 646 portions of the Scriptures
and other books and tracts.

MEDICAL.—The only medical missionary, Dr. Toy, has spent

a large part of the year in the Paknampo region, traveling and
living in a large boat which he had bought for the purpose. He
was welcomed everywhere. At Pitsanuloke he had the privilege

of saving the wife of the governor of the province from death
by poison, taken by mistake; and this gave him much prestige in

that community. ISTow that his boat is known to the people along
the river, it is often hailed from the bank, and the doctor is urged
to stop and see their sick ones. He performed some important
operations, and others are awaiting his return. We are glad to

state that this branch of our work has reached self-support.

Dr. Dunlap also had considerable medical practice, especially

during the tour to Nakawn. He found that the people were eager

for his services, and that the relief of suffering was an effective

means of opening their hearts to religious truth.

EDUCATIONAL.—The day-school at Paknam has an enrol-

ment of 45 puj^ils, 17 of whom are girls. Eecently nine of the
pupils, eight boys and one girl, came up to Bangkok for the ex-

amination before the Educational Committee of the Government.
This was the first girl who had ever appeared before the Com-
mittee. The pupils attend the preaching services in the chapel.

Owing to the necessity of changing teachers, and the coming
of the season when children are employed in the rice-fields, the

attendance at the Ayuthia day-school has fallen oft' to 18; yet

Mr. Snyder has succeeded not only in making the school self-
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supporting from the time of its opening last May, but it has also

paid the current expenses of the Ayuthia floating chapel.

The H. M. House School for Girls has enjoyed the most
prosperous year in its history. During most of the time the
building has been full to overflowing, and now there are many
applicants who must be refused for want of room. Some have
waited for months to secure the coveted position. The enrolment
for the year was 110. Miss Cole and Miss Bates find it a heavy
strain on their strength and patience to train and care for all

these girls; but they are ably assisted by Miss Lucy Dunlap and a

corps of faithful native teachers, and bear their labors and
responsibilities Joyfully for the Master's sake.

The Bangkok Christian High School is in a flourishing condi-

tion. The enrolment is 100. "When it is remembered that the

school opened in May with an attendance of 62, it is plain that

our hopes for the future are well founded. A large part of the

present prosperity is due to the diligence and genial ways of Miss
Cooper, who is deferring her furlough for several months, in

order to provide for this growing work. Since the return of Mr.
Eakin and his sister in June, the school has been under his

charge. Miss Eakin has had the care of the sick and has drilled

the school in calisthenics, besides teaching the Woman's Bible

Class and the little children in the Sabbath-school. Already her

influence is apparent in the deepening of religious interest among
the women of the neighborhood, several of whom have decided

for Christ.

The religioiis interest in the school is encouraging. Only one

of the students has united with the Church during the year; but

he is the best scholar in the Senior Class, and is now employed
as a student teacher. Six others have made known their inten-

tion to make a confession of their faith in the near future, and
many more are almost persuaded. It is a significant fact that the

Christian students are deeply concerned for the conversion of

their heathen parents; and some of them, before going home for

the present vacation, came and asked the prayers of the Principal

in behalf of their friends at home. Nearly all the students who
are old enough to make an intelligent decision have declared be-

fore their companions that they are believers in the Christian

faith.

THE PKESS.—Owing to the necessity of retrenchment this

year, it was decided to place the Press on a self-supporting basis.

This involved extra work, which in addition to preaching at the

chapel up in the city, and supplying the pulpit of the Second
Church, has been too much for Mr. J. B. Dunlap, the manager,

who broke down and had to be sent to Hongkong. A foreman
has now been employed to assist him.

During the year the Press has printed 3,700,000 pages, and has

boimd and covered 4-5,000 volumes.
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PETCHABUREE STATION.

To a degree quite exceptional, the members of this Station

have had good health. They have gladly welcomed Mrs. Ly-
man, who, notwithstanding her sore bereavement, has courage-

ously continued the study of the Siamese language, and has

made satisfactory progress.

CHUECHES.—Mr. McClure has maintained the regular

Church services throughout the year. Dr. Thompson has been
superintendent of the Sabbath-school, whose enrolment is 110

—

a gratifying increase. The little ones flock in from all direc-

tions. They are a motely crowd of dress and undress,—little

tots in silks and Jewels, and bronzed waifs in simple nature's

garb,—but the missionaries speedily learn to love them.
The Wednesday evening prayer-services have been fairly well

attended, and several men and women have freely taken part.

Mrs. McClure's praj^er-meeting for the women has been kept

up without intermission, the women selecting their own leader

during her brief absence. The Church Session has found it

necessary to cut off a number by regular process, hence the roll

has been somewhat reduced. There have been two accessions.

The contributions have covered all the expenses. The congre-

gation has also paid the wages of two Bible-women, and contrib-

uted ticals 320 toward the work of the Home Mission Committee
of Presbytery.

EVANGELISTIC—Licentiate Boon and the two Bible-

women have done faithful work in the rest-places by the way-
side, where they meet many people from the outlying villages

and distant parts of the province. The number of Scriptures

and tracts sold during the year is about 275.

The outlying churches, four in number, were visited by Mr.

and Mrs. Eckels. The attendance has been small. Mrs. Eckels

made a special effort to interest the children, and they have

shown an encouraging degree of interest. Mr. McClure, accom-

panied by Mr. Cooper, made a recent tour among the churches.

Numerous services were held, many of the heathen homes were

visited, and a considerable number of tracts and Scriptures sold.

But two of the village churches now have elders, and but two
have chapel-buildings, and they are in poor repair.

ITINERATING.—The departure of Mr. Eckels and the

transfer of Mr. Cooper to Eatburee have greatly hindered this

part of the Station work. Two tours were the chief feature.

The annual trip up the Petchaburee river in January was made
by Mr. McClure, accompanied by Mr. Grossman and Kru Boon.

Equipped with babj^-organ, Bible pictures. Scriptures and stere-

optican they taught and preached as opportunity offered. The
other tour was made to the provinces of Ptran and Gooie by Dr.
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Thompson in April. He Avas accompanied by Kru Boon and
N"ai Beang. The trip was full of interesting and profitable ex-

periences, among nhich were a Chinese with his 30 or 40 neigh-

bors jjrofessing interest in Christianit}^, and the meeting with a

suspended church-member who had again found the waj' of

righteousness.

EDUCATIONAL.—The Girls' Boarding-school in charge of

Miss Gait is at present our higher school, as compared with the

other schools, which are really primary. The present enrolment
is 16, 10 of whom are boarders. The total for the year was 28.

The expenses have been ticals 445, and the receipts, ticals 179.36.

Heretofore children living at a distance were received into the

boarding department gratuitously upon their promising to stay

a stated length of time; but next year we shall make an attempt
at independence by charging three ticals per month.
The Boys' Boarding-school is for the present a day-school, the

boarding department having been closed by the cut. It is not
expected to reopen except on a better self-supporting basis. With
the present excellent native teacher, there is prospect of the

school increasing in reputation and numbers.
Outside Schools.—The present enrolment of the four schools

is 27. These schools have been faithfully superintended through-
out the year. The pupils, though considerably less than last year,

are of more stable character, and fair progress has been made by
the pupils. ]\Iiss Hitchcock has found more encouragement
than formerly in visiting among the patrons of the schools, and
they have finally been made to understand that more tuition

must be paid. The expenses have been: ticals 266.59, and the

income ticals 63.63.

MEDICAL.—The medical work has been in charge of Dr.

Thompson. The total number of patients treated was 1,262,

of whom 32 were in-patients. Injuries from fights have made
decidedly less work than in former years, due partly to the im-
proved local government of the province and jDarth' to the fact

that the physician charges more for treating such cases than
formerly. The total receipts from the medical work were ticals

860—an increase over last year, but still requiring ticals 474
from the Board's treasury to cover expenses outside of the medi-
cal missionary's salary. At the beginning of the fiscal year it

was planned to make the work self-supporting, and the new
schedule is being gradually but firmly enforced. Patients receiv-

ing treatment in the Hospital are required to pay from eight to

24 atts per day, according to the gravity of the case, exclusive of

boarding, and the results are most gratifying.

Evening prayers have been maintained in the Hospital throughout the
year, and this has frequently been made a semi-preaching service. Many
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of the patients have shoMn a good degree of interest in the teaching and
in the tracts and Scriptures distributed.

The medical assistant, Nai Dtoy, has shown enthusiasm for the work,
and marked devotion to the welfare of the patients.

As we close this reference to Dr. Thompson's special work for

the year, we are shocked and grieved by a cable announcing his

sudden death from cholera. A faithful, consecrated missionary
and physician, we keenly feel his loss, while his sudden death at

his post of duty far from his wife and little ones, who were in the
United States, appears tragic from a human view-point. It was
the death of a soldier, but of an eminently Christian soldier.

RAJABUREE STATION.

At the beginning of the year, Rajaburee was still a one-man
Station—and that man. Dr. Wachter, slowly convalescing from
a dangerous illness, which detained him for some time in Bang-
kok. The Eev. and Mrs. Lyman, who had just been appointed
to reinforce the Station, were still on their way across the Pa-
cific, arriving in Bangkok the last day of the old year, and at

Eajaburee a fortnight later.

The Eev. Boon Itt accompanied them and remained for six

weeks, rendering much needed assistance in the evangelistic and
school work, until duties elsewhere called him away.
The new missionaries gladly relieved Dr. and Mrs. Wachter

of so much of the work as it was possible for beginners to under-
take, and also applied themselves to the study of the language
and people with an energy and enthusiasm that gave promise
of great and increasing usefulness.

But, alas! the month of July found Mr. and Mrs. Lyman, Mrs.
Wachter and the children all prostrated at once by sickness,

culminating in the death of Mr. Lyman, only six months after

his arrival at the Station—for him a joyous and triumphant
entrance into rest and glory, but a sad blow to those who had
expected so much from his companionship and co-operation.

To fill the vacancy Mr. and Mrs. Cooper w'ere transferred from
Bangkok, Mrs. Lyman going to Petchaburee, where she heroic-

ally continues the study of the language. The exceptional amount
of sickness and frequent changes of management have necessa-

rily involved a considerable interruption of the work. But we
are now thankful to report all the members "able for duty."

EVANGELISTIC—There is no Church organization here as

yet, but Dr. Wachter has kept up the Sabbath-morning preach-

ing service in the chapel, superintended the Sabbath-school and
also taught a class.

Mr. Cooper has preached in various private houses across the

river, and at the neighboring villages of Bahn Pah andKoongKa
Teen. Many neighbors have attended these services who would



206 SIAM—RAJABUREE.

not have been reached by the preaching on the Mission Com-
pound.

ITINEEATIISTG.—Itinerating in the Eajaburee territory

has been limited to four days by Mr. Cooper among the villages

and farmhouses below Eajaburee, and a fortnight's tour by Dr.

Wachter and Mr. Lyman as far up the river as Kanburee. Three
hundred Christian tracts and 200 portions of Scripture have
been sold.

With never more than two men at this Station, commonly not
more than one, it has not been possible to give due attention to

itinerant work. There is a large territory beyond Kanburee
which has never received so much as a flying visit from any mis-

sionary, while even the nearer towns and villages have been
visited only at long and uncertain intervals. "We are hoping and
planning, however, for more of aggressive work next year in the

regions beyond.

EDUCATIO^TAL.—Mrs. W^achter was in charge of the Suri-

wong (boys') School until the beginning of August, when that

department was transferred to Mr. Cooper, and she has continued
in charge of the Girls' School throughout the year. Both are day-

schools only. Mrs. Wachter's long illness necessitated the closing

of the Girls' School in July and August. With this exception,

the schools have taken vacation only during the hot season,

v.'hich in Siam begins in March and continues till the May rains.

There are no free pupils in either school. The enrolment of the

Girls' School has been 24, which is about the same as last year;

but there has been a gain in regularity of attendance. The
enrolment of the Suriwong Boys' School has been 65.

Since May the boys' tuition fees have been doubled, but with-

out any appreciable withdrawal of patronage in consequence.

Nearly all the actual teaching in both schools is done by native

teachers, under missionary supervision. Two of these three

teachers are Christians, and the third seems "not far from the

kingdom."
One of the boys promoted to the Christian High School this

year has recently avowed his faith in Christ,

MEDICAL.—Dr. Wachter has charge of the medical work,

with such assistance only as Kroo Lue can render outside of

school hours. There being no hospital building, this work is of

course chiefly limited to dispensary practice, though 16 in-pa-

tients have been treated during the year. There have been 52

visits made to patients outside, and 1,372 prescriptions or sales of

medicine.

Dr. Wachter seeks to combine with his dispensary practice as

much as practicable of Christian teaching and the sale of Chris-

tian books.



LAOS MISSION.
Chiung-Mai: on the Maah-Ping Eiver, 500 miles north of Bangkok;

occupied as a mission station, 1807; laborers—Rev. Daniel McGilvary,

D.D., and IMrs. iMcGilvary, Rev. D. G. Collins and Mrs. Collins, Dr. James
W. McKean and Mrs. McKean, Rev. Howard Campbell and Mrs. Campbell,

Rev. Wm. Harris, Jr., and Mrs. Harris, Rev. J. H. Freeman, Miss I. A.

Griffin, Miss Margaret A. McGilvary, and Miss Hattie E. Ghormley, Rev.

Nan-Tan.

Lakawn: on the Maah-Wung River, 75 miles southeast from Chieng-

Mai; occupied as a mission station in 1SS5; laborers—Rev. Jonathan
Wilson, Rev. Hugh Taylor and Mrs. Taylor, Rev. L. W. Curtis and Mrs.

Curtis, Rev. C. R. Callender and Mrs. Ca'llender, Rev. W. A. Briggs, M.D.,

and ]\Irs. Briggs, Miss Mary A. Bowman, M.D.

MuANG Pkaa: on the Maa-Yome River, 125 miles southeast from
Chieng-Mai; occupied as a mission station in 1893; laborers—Rev.

W. F. Shields and Mrs. Shields, Rev. J. S. Thomas, M.D., and Mrs. Thomas,
Miss Julia Hatch.

Nan: on the Maa-Nan River, 150 miles east of Chieng-Mai; occupied

as a mission station in 1894; laborers—Rev. S. C. Peoples, M.D., and Mrs.

Peoples, Rev. Robert Irwin, Miss Kate N. Fleeson.

Chiung-Hai: occupied experimentally as a mission station in 1897;

laborers—Rev. W. C. Dodd and Mrs. Dodd, Rev. C. H. Denman, M.D.,

and Mrs. Denman.

In this Country: Rev. Jonathan Wilson, Miss Kate N. Fleeson.

The Laos Mission has been making an earnest and prayerful

effort to bring its work into closer harmony with approved prin-

ciples of ]\Iission policy, particularly in the self-support of the

native Church. Few outside the Mission-field can understand

the trial of faith and patience which this involves to both the

missionary and the native Christian. It really means a critical

transition period. If therefore the work appears to proceed

more slowly, it should be borne in mind that it is now moving on

distinctly better and on more healthful lines, and with far better

promise of stability and value. With this change, so prayerfully

undertaken, is very naturally coming a spiritual blessing, which

is already gladdening the hearts of the devoted workers. Let

the home Church not forget to pray that they may specially be

guided by God in their effort to build up a vigorous, self-sup-

porting, self-propagating native Church in Laos.

CHIUNG-MAI STATION.

MISSIOjSTAKY FOECE.—This has been weakened by the

transfer to Chiung-Hai of Mr. and Mrs. Dodd and Dr. and Mrs.

Denman. the absence on much needed furlough of the Misses

207
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Griffin and McGilvary, and the prolonged illness of Miss Ghorm-
lej. A happy event was the marriage of Mr. Harris and Miss
C. H. McGilvary in Canton, November 3d, while the Station has
been reinforced by the transfer of Mr. Freeman from Nan. He
lias taken charge of the important work of the Mission Treasury,

EDUCATIONAL.—Boys' School.—Two terms have been
taught under the superintendence of Mr. Collins, assisted by five

native teachers—three of whom, however, were but last year's

advance pupils, who had to be pressed into service.

Though the school is now ten years old, it is not yet able to

supply many competent helpers and personal teachers. Most of

the boys receive but little encouragement from their parents,

and remain on an average only about two and one-half 5'ears.

Still some of the bo_ys have already become helpers in three of

the other Stations, while nine are employed all the time, and
four others a part of the time at Chiung-Mai.

During the first term there were 143 boys in attendance,

which was the largest enrolment since the founding of the

school. The last term there were but 96. This decrease was
due partly to the opening of a school by one of the leading

princes, who has made a special effort to draw in our boys, partly

to the fact that it was the busy season of the year, when many of

the boys are obliged to assist in raising the rice crop, and partly

to the pressure toward self-support. Of the 155 boys connected
with the school during the year, 130 came from Christian homes,
and eight united with the Church.
When word was received that the estimates had been so heav-

ily cut, a committee was appointed to lay the facts before the peo-

ple. To the surprise and gratification of all, they subscribed

rupees 500—equal to 1,500 days' wages of an ordinary working-
man. This was enough to pay more than one-half of the ex-

penses of the two schools for the last term, exclusive of course

of missionaries' salaries.

Girls' School.—Miss Allie McGilvary and Mrs. Campbell
were assisted by three native teachers (all former pupils). Dur-
ing the first of the two terms the enrolment was the largest the

school has ever had, there being 102 pupils—21 day-scholars and
81 boarders, the latter completely filling the dormitory. The
attendance the second term is never so large as the first; and last

year, owing to partial self-support being insisted upon, it was
only 54. But the missionaries had feared even a greater falling

off, as the appropriation for the school had to be cut one-half.

On the whole, the year's work is quite encouraging. The girls

have shov'n deep interest and, as a rule, have been faithful.

Among the 81 boarders there were only 12 who were not mem-
bers of the Church, and all of these were very small. In both
schools, the total enrolment for the year has been larger than in
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any previous year, except last, and falls short of that by only 16.

Almost every Christian family, whether having children in

school or not, has contributed something to the support of the

school. The native contributions for this one term have been
seven times as great as for both terms of any previous year.

Theological Training-School.—Two sessions were held of a

month each, the first with an enrolment of 7, the second

with 21. Only two were students for the ministry, the

faint prospect of salaries from the Board's treasury diminishing

the number of candidates. The instructors were Dr. McGilvary,

Mr. and Mrs. Campbell, Kroo Punnya, and Dr. McKean.
During the second term, evangelistic work was done by most

of the students on each Sabbath without compensation, and
some students spent an hour or two in this work every day. So
long as it has a fair attendance, the school is able to instruct the

Christians of many villages through their minister, elder or

other Christian leader, and thus to exert a wide influence for

good.

MEDICAL.—The seven small wards have been full most of

the year, and many sick have been turned away for lack of room.

More than 30 capital surgical operations were performed. Pay-

ment is urged wherever practicable; and the receipts, as usual,

have exceeded the expenditures. Of course, however, a large

number receive gratuitous treatment. The hospital nurse, Ai

Keo, who came as a patient four years ago, is an admirable evan-

gelist.

He lives the Gospel daily amongst the sick, and is constant in the

study of the Bible, and constant also in teaching all who come into the

wards. By day and by night he watches the sick, and cares for them as

though they were of his own family. Seldom is practical Christianity so

well illustrated.

A religious service is held three nights of the week in the

Medical Eesidence and four nights on the Hospital veranda, the

latter in charge of native Christians. They have also organized

a Christian Endeavor Society, at whose meetings all have freely

taken part. An offering is made at every meeting, and the pro-

ceeds expended for the lepers and prisoners.

The work continues to enjoy the favor of both prince and peo-

ple. The chief of Chiung-Mai, who has so long been friendly to

our Mission work in general, and to the medical work in par-

ticular, has passed away, but before his death, he sent a gift of

1,000 rupees to aid the medical department. Dr. McKean
writes:

God has made the medical work a blessing to the bodies of many per-

sons during the past year. We trust that many souls have also been

truly blessed. Two patients have professed conversion and have united
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with the Church. Many have heard the Gospel, and -we hope and believe
that there will yet accrue a harvest from the sowing of the past year.

THE PEESS.—The tv>'o new presses which arrived a year ago
have given good satisfaction. Seven men have been employed
most of the time. More books have been sent out than in any
previous year; 2,339 portions of Scripture have been issued, and
5,580 copies of other publications, making a total of 7,919 por-

tions—more by 1,150 than last year. Most of these have been
sold, not given away. The receipts of the Press, including job-

work, have exceeded the expenditures by about 800 rupees. The
most important new publications are ''Old Testament History,"

'•'Life of Christ,'' the "Shorter Catechism" and a "Fourth
Reader."

EVANGELISTIC WOEK.—The First Church has been un-
der the special oversight of Mr. Campbell and Kroo Nantah.
There are ten places at which the Christians have met for wor-
ship in considerable numbers every Sabbath. Seven of these

have Sabbath-schools and Societies of Christian Endeavor, and
Chieng-Mai has two Senior C. E. Societies and one Junior C. E.

throughout the year, and usually a second Junior during the

school sessions. Six of the meeting-places are from 10 to 30
miles from the city. Sixty-four persons have been added to the

church on examination, and four on certificate. Fifty children
. have been baptized. A vigorous pruning of the roll was found
necessary, and has been made.
The Chieng-Mai Sabbath-school has been under the superin-

tendency of Mr. Harris, and has had a maximum attendance of

377 and an average attendance of 212. The Women's Mission
Society, under the direction of Mrs. McKean, has shown much
faithfulness. The contributions, amounting to 30 rupees (equal

to 90 days' wages of an ordinary laboring man), are for the em-
ployment of evangelists in heathen districts.

A neAv chapel has been built at South Orange, a village south of

the city. The entire cost was about 95 rujDces, besides 50 days'

work and some material. All this was contributed by the native

Christians, except 40 rupees in cash. In addition, the children

gave their labor in carrying the timbers and leveling the ground.
The chapel was dedicated September 13th, at the close of a

month of daily prayer-meetings held from house to house.

The ]\Iao Daw^ Deng Church has received two on examina-
tion, the Bethlehem Church six, the Maa Pookah Church four,

and the San Sai Church four. Nineteen children were baptized
in the last two churches.

Lampoon, by vote of the Mission, has now become an outsta-

tion of Chieng-Mai. The Church, under the care of Mr. Harris
with licentiate Chilunka as stated supply, enjoyed an increase

of 15 members on examination, and three on certificate. Ten
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children have been baptized. In addition to the preaching, Sab-

bath-school and C. E. services, a daily prayer-meeting has been
maintained. The Bethel and Wang Moon Churches received

eight and thirteen respectively on examination. The latter also

baptized seven children.

In August Mr. Freeman removed to Lampoon, and since that

time has given the churches of Lampoon, Bethel and Wang
Moon more careful oversight than was practicable for any one
living in Chieng-Mai. He has visited almost every family in the

Lampoon and Wang Moon churches.

OVEESIGHT OF CHUECHES.—At annual meeting last

year a Committee on Presbyterial Oversight was appointed, with
Dr. McGilvary as chairman. Visits have been made b}'' repre-

sentatives of this Committee, never less than two in number, to

each of the eight churches within the bounds of the Station.

The missionaries have thus obtained a clearer insight into the

condition of the churches and the work of the native ministry,

and have promoted a better understanding with the people.

NOETHEEN TOUE.—An extended tour was made by Drs.

McGilvary and Peoples into the territory under French and Chi-

nese rule beyond the Cambodia river. The objects were explora-

tion, distribution of Scrij)tures, and the preaching of the Gospel.

It was one of the most important tours ever taken under the

auspices of this Mission. A wide and interesting field was found,

and there were many ready listeners. In fact, at Muang Sai, the

most northern point reached, it seemed that a church could be

organized almost immediately.

In addition to this tour. Dr. McGilvary has prosecuted his

evangelistic work in the city and surrounding villages with his

customary diligence and success. Everywhere he has found a

ready welcome from both old friends and new, and almost always

an attentive ear for the Gospel story.

PRAA STATION.

Dr. and Mrs. Briggs, the first resident members of the Station,

removed to Lampoon in October, and Dr. Mary Bowman from
Nan took the medical work. In December Dr. and Mrs. Thomas
and Miss Hatch were transferred to Praa from Lakawn. Upon
their arrival they were glad to find that, while the missionaries

and the only elder were absent, the little band of Christians had
held regular meetings of Church and Sabbath-school.

THE CHUECH.—The Church has a membersliip of 63, of

whom 19 have been added during the year. Three new elders

have been ordained, making a session of four. The church has

contributed toward the support of an evangelist for work
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throughout the province, and has kept the chapel and grounds
in repair. The prayer-meetings of the C. E. Society have been
held in adjacent villages, thus giving practical training in Chris-

tian work. Semi-weekly classes were held in several places by
Mr. and Mrs. Shields. Many learned to read, and several mem-
bers of these classes united with the church.

MEDICAL.—The GO Hospital in-patients do not represent the
number brought under Christian teaching. A patient is always
accompanied by from two to five relatives. By the physician
and the helpers, these have had the Gospel daily presented to

them; while many have carried it to their homes in literature

supplied by Mrs. Thomas. Of the 2,050 treated at the Dispen-
sary, nearly all have heard the Word of God.

EDUCATIONAL.—The day-school is still in the stage of

small things. Elementary and Christian teaching was given to

30 girls and boys for five months, but the attendance was some-
what irregular.

EVANGELISTIC—The work of Church, Hospital and
School is largely evangelistic; but special efforts have been
made in this line by many tours to villages far and near, and by
calls in palace, temples and homes. Hundreds of people have
visited the homes of the missionaries, where much teaching has
been done. Mr. and Mrs. Shields have conducted the services

each Sabbath, while Dr. and Mrs. Thomas and Miss Hatch, with
a company of eight or ten helpers, have held preaching services

in many places. Miss Hatch writes:

The field looking to this Station for the Light of Life contains not less

than 100,000 souls. In the face of this fact, our efforts seem puny. But
the Word of the Lord is not bound; and so, thanking Him for the many
blessings of the year, we will endeavor to press on.

LAKAWN STATION,

The year closes with the Station in a sound condition and with
a bright outlook, though at the beginning only two of the mem-
bers had a command of the language, and many of the native

workers were taken to other stations.

The Church, under Dr. Briggs, has had a good congregation

—

not so large as on some occasions in the past, and yet regular. To
the session came the painful duty of suspending several members.
This they did in a quiet, prayerful spirit, having first exhausted
all their resources to bring back the erring ones. Six new mem-
bers have been received. Thus, while the number of names upon
the roll is not so large as a year ago, the church is purer and
healthier. It has caused many to realize that, to be called a

Christian they must live the Christian's life. The contributions
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have increased from 80 to 142 rupees. The Sabbath-school, un-

der Mr. Callender, has been studying the life of Christ chron-

ologically. The Christian Endeavor Society has completed the

study of the Epistle of James under the direction of Mrs. Crutis,

the Epistle being translated as needed by Dr. Briggs. This
study has resulted in the deepening of character and a wider
comprehension of spiritual things. In the preaching Kroo (Eev.)

Chi Ma has been faithful, and the people love and respect him.
His support was assumed and met by the Church.

EVANGELISTIC—

Owing to the change in the policy of paying men to go out to do
evangelistic work, to not paying for such Avork, there has not been so

much done along this line as heretofore. However, we have nothing
whatever to regret in our new policy, but feel rather the more sure of our
position, as by so doing we have worked the church up, and are now free

from any of the Board's money for such work. This also means more
voluntary work on the part of the eldership and church-members.

One of the elders sent on a tour to the northern j)art of the

province reported that everywhere he met with a hearty recep-

tion, and in places left portions of Scripture and the Catechism
with those who were desirous of knowing more of what he had
told them. Chee Home, the place suffering the most because of the

new policy of self-support, sent in cheering reports of the mani-
fested interest on the part of the Christians. The one elder liv-

ing there, while unable to read, yet wisely guides the people, and
sees that they are faithful to their church vows, and that they

worshijD with their substance.

At Lampang Kang, one of the elders who had been accus-

tomed to receive pay for evangelistic work in other places, enthu-

siastically tells of the large number of friends who attend his

family evening worship and listen to him expound the Scripture.

A most encouraging work is done by the native Christians in the

Station. About 25 go out every Sabbath afternoon, in compa-
nies or individually, to hold a song service in some heathen

home. This is followed with a Scripture talk, if the way be

open.

One Sabbath, while Dr. and Mrs. Briggs were at their evening meal, a

young woman came in and sat down on the floor near the table. After a

time, Dr. Briggs addressed her: "Well, Ea Pang"' (iliss Expensive), "what
is the matter?" Her face fairly glowed with pleasure as she told how
three houses had been visited by the company of which she was one, and
how the neighbors flocked in to hear the reading of God's word, the ex-

planations regarding the advent of the Only true God, and the singing of

praise to Him. "0 father Xourisher!" said Miss Expensive, "I am so

happy." This poor girl, once a slave,—ignorant, unhappy, down-trodden,

and in the bondage of sin and darkness,-—has been called into liberty,

and has learned the happiness of the liberty that by love serves one

another.
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The outstations are all encouraging. Even where there are

instances that for the moment would discourage, comfort is

found in the consistent life of some lowly follower. Mr. Curtis

writes:

At one place the most quiet and seemingly inactive man in the little

band of Christians had, on a journey to a distant village, so impressively
taught a stranger who happened to be traveling in the same direction
that in a short time the stranger came the distance of a day and a half's

journey, in order to learn more and to buy books. Such instances as these
are not infrequent, by any means.

MEDICAL.—The many duties of the physician, with only
untrained native assistants, have hampered this work. How-
ever, advance has been made. Often the in-patients were so

numerous that the woman's ward and servants' houses had to be
utilized. Nor were the outside calls few. The statistics are:

Dispensary cases 3,500
Hospital cases 135
Outside visits 700

Total 4,335

The receipts were 2,567 rupees. This does not include the
record of a three months' tour to the north, during which Dr.
Briggs traveled nearly 1,000 miles, and helped over 1,000 sick

people in 34 different places.

Self-support has been pushed, and a warm response met with.

Dr. Briggs speaks of it as follows:

A circular letter was addressed to the diflferent rulers, higher classes,

and trades-people, respectfully notifying them in regard to a schedule of

hours and fees. It was, without exception, pleasantly received, and has
done much to set ourselves right on these matters. The only trouble,
practically, in regard to self-support has been with some of the Christian
people (not to be wondered at), but we were firm and not without success;
for as a rule now, when a Christian comes for medicine, he does so like a
man with his money and self-respect, laying down the former and keeping
the latter.

This policy is, of course, insisted on only with those who are

able to pay. Many of the poor are freely treated.

A typical case was a poor slave, who, because of the ravages of fever,

had become perfectly helpless, and had been cast out by his master to die.

The open door of the hospital received him, and he now bids fair to
recover. He has been happy to acknowledge Christ as his Saviour, and
from a skeleton in sores and filth, he has become a clean and almost well
man and a firm believer in the Gospel of the God of love.

In October, Dr. Bowman arrived from Nan to relieve Dr.

Briggs for his long tour to the far north. In a short time she

has opened up a much-needed work among the women, who have
come to her, as they will not come to a male physician. By her
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skill and kindness, she has brought light and help into many
lives.

EDUCATIONAL.—The Boys' School, while not so large as

the previous year, had a more regular attendance, and the pupils

took a deep interest in their work. There was an increase in the
number of boarders, although only those who lived too far away
to walk in daily were furnished room and food. That was all

they received, however, no clothing or bedding being furnished;

though, to the poorer ones, a ten-cent coat was loaned, as was
done in the Girls' School.

The Girls' School had an increase in the number of pupils

over last year, and their progress was of a most gratifying char-

acter. The Industrial work in weaving, sewing, etc., which was
inaugurated by Miss Fleeson, was further developed with con-

tinued success, and there is now the beginning of a self-sustain-

ing Industrial Department in the school, the receipts about cov-

ering the expense.

Mr. Curtis enumerates the substantial grounds for thanksgiv-

ing, as follows:

That the Church has paid the full salary of its native minister, and
has assumed the entire expense of its native evangelist;

That, through the Christian Endeavor Society, we have procured the
Epistle of James in Laos;

That, through the Sabbath-school, we have a complete series of helps

and questions on the chronological life of Christ;

That we have self-support in the schools, save only furnishing food to

those from the out-villages

;

That self-support in the medical work has made that department a

source of revenue to the Board, and has given the people to clearly under-

stand that we are not here to make merit, as has been charged in the

past;

That the native Christians have been taught and trained in active

Christian work, several companies going out every Sabbath afternoon to

tell to the lost the Gospel Story.

CHIUNG-HAL

The work at this new Station, nine days' journey northeast of

Chiung-Mai, and reaching a population of 60,000 souls, has be-

gun most hopefully. The missionaries arrived in February,

1897. The two families are living in one house, which has a

temporary thatch roof and matting walls, but good teak frame
and flooring, and cost only 2,000 rupees, or less than $700. A
Hospital ward, accommodating 10 inmates, has been erected at

a cost of about 175 rupees, and a dispensary building and an ad-

joining rest-house will shortly be added, at an expense of about

300 rupees.

THE CHUECH.—There is encouragement in the growth of

the native Christians both in numbers and grace. Last year the
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membership of the Chiung-Hai Church was reported as 139, but

a careful pruning of the roll reduced the number to 99; 18 adults

have been added since, making a total of 117. Five others have

been received as catechumens. Seventeen children have been
baptized.

OUTSTATIONS.—Most of the members of the Cheung Saan
Church live across the Cambodia river, in French territory. Mr.

and Mrs. Dodd have visited it, and four adults have been re-

ceived and four children baptized. There are at least 18 others

who have definitely accepted Christ, and who are now studying

for admission to the Church under the lead of two elders in the

village.

The Pa Pow Church, distant about four days' to the southwest

has lost several of its members, including one elder. The cause,

in every case, was sickness in the family and the employment of

spirit-doctors. With this exception, the three Churches under
charge of this Station have grown in numbers.

CHEISTIAN CHARACTER.—There is a decided change for

the better since the arrival of the missionaries. In the city is

an active Christian Endeavor Society, of about 30 members.
Each Sabbath afternoon several companies go out to preach and
teach. Mr. Dodd writes:

This voluntary, unpaid, evangelistic work, by two or three bands of

Christian Endeavorers under the direction of Dr. Denman, is one of the

finest things I have ever seen in this or any other land.

Across the Cambodia, the elders and many of the Christians

seem earnest and active. Last year 14 inquirers were reported

from the village of Meh Kawn, Of this number, however, only

four have been admitted.

One of the elders has said that, if the missionaries would obtain for

the Christian exemption from government work, the whole neighborhood

would enter the religion. That, however, is not the kind of Christianity

we teach. The activity of the Christians has also been shown in the mat-

ter of systematic giving. We have endeavored to teach this duty, having

as the end the support of all native agents by native funds. That portion

of the Chiung Saan Church across the Cambodia has erected a iieat chapel,

valued at about 50 rupees, and the whole Church has contributed twelve

rupees, and in addition 45 buckets of rice and some tobacco.

At the beginning of the year, the Pa Pow Christians agreed to

contribute to the support of the native minister 180 baskets of

rice, valued at about 30 rupees. One of the Chiung Saan elders

has given one-tenth of his rice crop.

OPPORTUlSriTY.—Another sign of promise is the accessibil-

ity of the people. Mr. Dodd, who has been nine years on the

field and in several different provinces, says he has never seen
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such readiness to listen and to open heathen homes to services

of song and exhortation.

In May, the cremation of a deceased prince was the occasion of the

assembling of several thousand people. We seized the opportunity, and
asking permission to erect a tent, were invited by the authorities to do so

on a spot near the funeral-pyre. Here, for three days, services were held,

attended usually by crowds. The Siamese Commissioner and many of the

princes were present, and some of them told the people not to fear to

receive our books or to enter the religion, if they so saw fit. Nearly all

our tracts were given out, and several thousand heard the Gospel for the
first time. Now few refuse books when offered, and the Sabbath evangelis-

tic bands usually find willing listeners.

MEDICAL.—The medical work has increased from the first.

Two thousand one hundred and eighty-five prescriptions have

heen made, and 575 different persons have received a dispensary

ticket, with the words of John iii: 16 printed on the hack. Many
have also received tracts or parts of the Scriptures. Each person

is requested to give something in payment for his medicine. In
this way 351 rupees have been received. Twelve in-patients have
been treated and six major operations performed. The physi-

cian has made over 500 calls at the houses of the people, and
wherever opportunity offered has told of the Great Physician.

Some of the patients have come 10 days' journey for treatment,

and received more than they sought. Wherever the foreign

medicine goes, the Gospel more readily follows.

OFFICIAL FAYOE.—The princes and officials of the prov-

ince have cordially subscribed toward a Hospital and Dispensary

about 175 rupees, besides a quantity of timber and roofing-tile.

Some of them have also attended Sabbath-services from time to

time, especially the Siamese Commissioner. This gentleman

has been unceasing in the courtesy and assistance he has ex-

tended.

LITEEAEY WOEK.—In addition to all his other work, Mr.

Dodd has completed his revision of Mr. Wilson's translation of,

the Book of Genesis. He writes:

This is my first Scripture translation, and you can sympathize with me
in the growing joy and enthusiasm with which it has been pursued.

Genesis is now a new book to me.

NAN STATION.

During Dr. People's absence on his northern tour. Miss Flee-

son, with the assistance of an elder from Lakawn, took charge

of the Church and evangelistic work of the Station. For the

last three months of the year Dr. Bowman was recalled to

Lakawn to relieve Dr. Briggs for a tour through the British ter-

ritory. But in spite of these changes, the regular church ser-
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vices were maintained and the attendance was uniformly good,

the meetings being held in a private residence. Six adults and
two children were baptized and seven adults were received by
letter—making the church consist of 34 adults and nine chil-

dren.

The Sabbath-school was reorganized and officered wholly by
native Christians. The number of scholars was 36. A teachers'

meeting was maintained, and the majority of the adult members
of the school were in attendance. The contributions of the

School were 39 rupees, and those of the church 134 rupees.

The Christian Endeavor Society was profitably conducted

during the year by the native membership. The growing famil-

iarity of its members with the Scriptures and their understand-

ing and appreciation of its teachings are very gratifying. Fif-

teen new members have been received into the Society, making
the present number 31.

The evening worship at the residence of the missionary was

attended by almost the whole adult membership of the church.

For a portion of the year, two evenings of the week at this hour

were given to the systematic study of music. It was surprising

and gratifying to see with what zeal the people took hold of this

study, and what commendable progress was made.

Evangelistic.—a tour of three weeks was made by one

of the elders of this Church and a native helper from Lakawn to

the southwestern portion of the province. The teachers were

kindly entertained by the people, and had interested listeners

among all classes. They were allowed, and in several instances

were requested, to hold services in private houses. One of the

large villages sent the elders an invitation to visit it, and the

whole population formed the very attentive congregation.

Books were left at every town. Another tour of ten days was

made by Dr. Bowman and Miss Fleeson to two important villages

in the southern portion of the province.

They had their tent set up in what was supposed to be a very infectious

spirit locality. After the terror caused by this mad invasion had some-

what worked off the people, they came freely to visit the missionaries, and

they in turn had freer access to all the homes of the villagers. While the

ladies were still in possession of this stronghold of Satan, the monstrous

spirit confessed to the people, through a medium, that they need never

be afraid of him any more ; he would do them no more evil ; he could not

withstand the spirit of the religion of Jesus, and he was going away to

another region. The expressions of the gratitude of the people to the

missionaries were truly pathetic. Within the last few weeks one of our

elders accompanied the governor of the province as far as Lalt on his

journey to Bangkok, and the boatmen who were citizens of those towns

would come almost every night to the elders about our camp-fire, for the

reading of the Scriptures and to listen to conversation about this new
Faith.
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At the beginning of the year, no provision had been made for
any educational work in the Station. But in February, Miss
Fleeson started a class for boys and girls, which soon numbered
15 pupils, and was continued till November. The cost to the
Mission was only six rupees. Miss Fleeson also conducted a
night class for adults, and a weekly afternoon class of women
who wished to learn to read. This class soon became a woman's
prayer-meeting.

MEDICAL.—For the first four months of the year, Dr. Bow-
man had entire charge of the incipient medical work. She be-

gan with a vigorous application of the pay system in dispensing
drugs. It was a severe test of the natives' appreciation of for-

eign medicines, and a sore trial to the doctor's nerves; but it

was successful. The receipts increased from 10 rupees a month
at the beginning of the year to 80 rupees at the close. There
have been comparatively few hospital cases, because there were
no accommodations for receiving them. Those who did come
had to bring their own bamboo and grass, and build their own
shanties. Such applicants as could not undertake this task the

doctor was obliged to reject. In such circumstances, of course,

only a few surgical operations were performed.

Dr. Peoples writes:

The fruits of our year's labor seem to be meagre in their tangible re-

sults; but our Mission establishment consists of an indifferent native
house for a residence, and the missionary workers are those whose energies

are distinctly lagging because of prolonged residence in this debilitating

climate.

But though few names were added to the church-roll, we are not dis-

couraged. There are indications of influences abroad which may not be
designated by figures. The more conspicuous among these are: the grow-
ing kindly attitude of the people, both high and low, toward the mission-

aries, and the decided conquest of the Christian cause over the world of

spirits who rule the land with a rod of iron. Wherever the missionary
goes, the perfect unconcern with which he is able to invade these regions

of terror is a revelation to the people—so much so that they distinctly

look to the missionary, to the Christians for release from their hard
masters. The governor himself, announced at a public dinner that the
spirits are not so fierce as they were a few days ago; and that the country
is much better in this regard than it used to be.

After the above words were written. Miss Fleeson's health be-

came so seriously impaired that the Mission found it necessary

to send her to the United States. She is a faithful and efficient

missionary, and many prayers will be offered for her recovery.



THE BOARD OF FOREIGN MISSIONS.

Schedule 5.

Appropriations and Disbursements for year ended April 30, 1898.

Mission. '^£S;°P-'cif 09-
'^°*^''

^™''^^
SierH"'"^"""'' ^^75 $34,424 97

China: Canton
'^?I'?S S?

Hainan H 148 01

Peking l^'^'*! ^^

Central China
Hangchow $7,298 58

Nanking ^2'gl ^?Ningpo i,oii bi

Shanghai 12,911 98

Soochow 12,229 41 50,420l46

East Shantung ^„ r,.^ en
Chefoo 13,745 27

Tungchow It869 14 25,614 41

West Shantung
n qo- qn

Chinanfu 9,38o 30

Chiningchow 8,568 38

Ichowfu 11,491 85

Wd Hein". 14,646 70 44,092 23 190,924 23

Chinese and Japanese in U. S :

New York ^l.J^J "^

Portland iH" S
San Francisco ^'qoo 07 9o Qfu ra.

Occidental Board ^-392 07 22, 884 b4

Guatemala _^ ^
5,887 27

India : Furrukhabad 42,542 17

Lodiana ^Mf2 ^? i-i «ir: 7.
Western India 28.837 72 lol.8]5 75

Tat>av Fist 32,229 41JAPAN. ±.ast^
37.710 44 69,939 85

,, ^,
"

41,681 88Korea _ '

Mexico : Mexico • • • 28.886 57

Saltillo I'tfl^l
San Luis Potosi 3,bJ3 lb

Zacatecas 6,504 84 46.775 88

Persia: East fAUVa
-^fggt 14,593 66

Oroomiah 18,831 57

Mosur ..:. 5,972 41 65.733 61

SiamandLaos:
g^;; ;;;;;;;;;;:

;

36,029 50 59,981 33

South America: Br^.l..
^^^^^^ ^^

Eio de Janeiro 15,698 42

Sao Paulo 7,289 19 33,726 50

Chili 22,659 08

Colombia
;

Bogota 8,412 34

Medellin 1,828 00

Colombia 2,814 85 13,055 19

Venezuela 1,655 00 71,095 77

Syria 45,982 94

Sundry Special ^
^'^'•'" "

Total for Mission Fields *808,650 89

Expenses paid by New York office, per Schedule 6 56,051 80

Total Disbursements, per Schedule 2.... ^864,702 69
276


