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William A. Briggs, M.D.



FOREWORD

This biographical sketch of Dr. William A. Briggs was writ-
ten in Thai by Mr. Singkaew Suriyakam for the occasion of

the dedication of a new ward building at Overbrook Hospital,
Chiangrai, Feb. 18, 1962.

I did not know Dr. Briggs but I know people who had been
associated with him including the author of this sketch. Few
missionaries ever left as many tangible imprints of their work
upon a city as Dr. Briggs did upon Chiangrai. He laid out
the streets, built the government administration building, the
governor’s residence, the jail, the post office, and by 1918 he had
built all the mission buildings then existing including the hospital,
the church, the school, and the residences.

He was more than a builder and a physician,—he had a deep
interest in evangelistic work. He drove himself unsparingly, and
drove others too,—with the urgency of a pioneer. Dr. Harris
said, “I once heard him make an address nearly two hours long,—
and he held us spell-bound the whole time.” As his final illness
came upon him, Dr. Briggs said to Ray W. Bachtell, half-
smiling, “You know that I am called the ‘tiger’ of Chiangrai. ..
Now that I am going, you must be the tiger.” In those days a
“tiger” was not necessarily a fierce man but one who had courage
and the capacity to get things done.

No one living today could write of Dr. Briggs as vividly and
affectionately as Mr. Suriyakam, who lived in the doctor’s home
and who for a time bore the Briggs family name.

The Editor. 1962.




William A. Briggs M. D.
The Founder of Overbrook Hospital

by Singkaew Suriyakam

Dr. Pipat Trangratpitya, the present Director of Overbrook
Hospital asked me to write a life-sketch of Dr. William A.
Briggs, the founder of Overbrook Hospital. I responded to his
request at once and with a light heart. In this brief sketch of
Dr. Briggs you will learn of his activities in the province of
Chiangrai, 1900 — 1918, especially in the town proper which was
in the process of development 60 years ago.

Dr. William A. Briggs, a missionary of the American Presby-
terian Mission of New York, U.S.A., at first worked in Lampang
with his family (1890 — 1900). Later he went to Chiangrai by the
way of Wieng Pa Pao. While there he met Rev. Dee Areewongse,
the father of Dr. Boonchom Areewongse of McComick Hospital.
At that time Rev. Dee was unmarried. Later all the Areewongse
family moved to Chiangrai.

At Chiangrai, Dr. Briggs chose an ideal site overlooking the
Mae Kok River, with a view of mountain ridges across the river.
The town of Chiangrai was in a vast plain and there were many
unoccupied tracts of land. He then began to build a big house
of teak on the chosen site which later became the compound of
the present Overbrook Hospital, and at the same time he built a
ward building.

A philanthropist named Mr, Guest, a member of the Over-
brook Church in the U.S.A., donated money to start building a
hospital in Chiangrai on behalf of the church of which he was a
member, so this hospital got its name from Overbrook Church.



