
William P. Buell 
(1815-n.d.) 

Missionary to Siam

 The Buells were the first Presbyterian missionary couple to serve in Siam. 
William Buell was born 18 June 1815 near Marietta, Ohio, but he later 
considered himself a resident of Virginia. He graduated from Union Seminary, 
Virginia and was ordained a minister by the Presbytery of East Hanover. 
Seignoria Buell was from Petersburg, Virginia. They were married 6 February 
1840, sailed for Siam in March of that year, and arrived in Bangkok in August 
1840. They served there until late 1843 or early 1844, when ill health forced 
them to return to the United States, where they arrived in December 1844. They 
then resigned from missionary work. 
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Vol/No Page # Date Article Title/Description

Vol. III No. 32 128 April 2, 1839 A Sermon by William Plumer Buell

Vol. III No. 10 22 October 3, 1839 Brief article on the arrival of the Gospel 
of Mark in Siamese

Vol. III No. 8 29-
30

October 17, 1839 Charge of Presbyterian Board of Foreign 
Missions to Rev. William Plumer Buell

Vol. III No. 45 179 July 2, 1840 Buell goes to Siam

Vol. IV 158 May 27, 1841 Buell arrives in Siam

December 15, 1842 Extracts from letter by Buell

March 30, 1843 Letter of W.P. Buell ‘Dearest Uncle…’ On 
needs, etc. a dictionary

April 11, 1844 Extracts: ‘Dr. Bradley in the Great Bazaar 
at Bangkok’

Vo. VIII No. 18 70 December 19, 1844 A letter from William P. Buell – Returning 
to the USA

147 May 1, 1845 Series by W.P. Buell – Embarkation and 
Voyage

Sources for Further Study: 
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William P. Buell 

Sources for Further Study Continued: 

Vol/No Page # Date Article Title/Description

158 May 15, 1845 Series by W.P. Buell –Voyage (cont.)

168 May 22. 1845 Series by W.P. Buell – Java

June 5, 1845 Series by W.P. Buell – Java (cont.)

June 12, 1845 Series by W.P. Buell – Singapore

June 19, 1845 Series by W.P. Buell – Singapore, religious 
and moral conditions

June 26, 1845 Series by W.P. Buell – Siam: arrival, 
missionariesJuly 3, 1845 Series by W.P. Buell – Siam: boundaries

July 17, 1845 Series by W.P. Buell – Siam: Climate

July 24, 1845 Series by W.P. Buell – Government

July 31, 1845 Series by W.P. Buell –

August 14, 1845 Series by W.P. Buell –

Watchman of the South Articles continued

Vol/No Vol/No Date Article Title/Description

Vol. I, No. 48 190 July 16, 1846 Buell thanks the women of Winchester, 
Richmond and Petersburg Virginia

Watchman and Observer Articles



William P. Buell 
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Vol/No Page # Date Article Title/Description

Vol. VIII, No. 4 119-124 April 1840 Instructions to missionaries William Plumer 
Buell and Thomas McBride

Vol. VIII, No. 4 127 April 1840 Notice of sailing for Siam - Buell

Vol. VIII, No. 5 152-155 May 1840 Buell

Vol. IX, No. 7 217-218 July 1841 Letter from W.P. Buell, from Bangkok, dated 
Sept 10, 1840

Vol. IX, No. 9 264-273 Sept 18 Letter from W.P. Buell, from Bangkok, dated 
Dec 4, 1840

Vol. X, No. 1 22-23 Jan 1842 Letter from W.P. Buell, from Bangkok, dated 
May 15, 1841

Vol. X, No. 6 174-175 June 1842 Letter from W.P. Buell, from Bangkok, dated 
July 6, 1841

Vol. X, No. 8 242-245 August 1842 Letter from W.P. Buell, dated Dec 10 1841-
Part 1

Vol. X, No. 8 265-269 Sept 1842 Letter from W.P. Buell, dated Dec 10, 1841  - 
Part 2

Vol. X, No. 10 291-295 October 1842 Letter from W.P. Buell, dated Dec 10, 1841  - 
Part 3

October 1842 References the Singapore Chronicle

Vol. XI, No. 1 6 January 1843 Bangkok 1840: Rev. Buell and wife, 
Bangkok is the capital of Siam a country 
containing 3,000,000 of inhabitants

Vol. XI, No. 2 41-43 February 1843 Letter from W.P. Buell – The Siamese 
Language

Vol. XI, No. 5 147-148 May 1843 Letter from W.P. Buell – Bangkok, 
September 8, 1842 – Siamese and Cochin 
Chinese war. Difficulties between the 
priesthood and the King.Vol. XI, No. 7 207-211 July 1843 Letter from W.P. Buell, dated Aug 31, 1842 – 
Buddhist’s plan of the universe

Vol. XII, No. 5 132-136 May 1844 Letter from W.P. Buell, dated Bangkok April 
13, 1843

Missionary Chronicle (up to January 1845)/Foreign Missionary Chronicle



William P. Buell

Sources for Further Study Continued: 

Vol/No Page # Date Article Title/Description

Vol. XII, No 6 161-167 June 1844 Letter from W.P. Buell, dated Bangkok May 
25, 1843 – Proclamation against opium.

Vol. VIII, No. 4 119-124 April 1840 Instructions to missionaries William Plumer 
Buell and Thomas McBride

Vol. VIII, No. 4 127 April 1840 Notice of sailing for Siam - Buell

Vol. XII, No. 11 349 November 1844 Notice of Mrs. Buell’s paralytic attack.

Vol. XIII, No. 1 January 1845

Vol XIII, No. 2 44-49 February 1845 Journal of the Rev. W.P. Buell

Vol XIII, No. 3 75-79 March 1845 Journal of the Rev. W.P. Buell – cont.

Vol XIII, No. 4 97-101 April 1845 Journal of the Rev. W.P. Buell – cont.

Vol. XIII, No. 7 195 July 1845 Mission to Siam

Vol. XIV, No. 7 194 July 1846 Siam

Vol. XIV, No. 9 274 September 1846 Rev. Mattoon, Mrs. Mattoon and Dr. House 
departure 29 July 1846

Vol. XII, No. 11 349 November 1844 Notice of Mrs. Buell’s paralytic attack.

Vol. XIII, No. 1 January 1845

Vol XIII, No. 2 44-49 February 1845 Journal of the Rev. W.P. Buell

Vol XIII, No. 3 75-79 March 1845 Journal of the Rev. W.P. Buell – cont.

Vol XIII, No. 4 97-101 April 1845 Journal of the Rev. W.P. Buell – cont.

Vol. XIII, No. 7 195 July 1845 Mission to Siam

Vol. XIV, No. 7 194 July 1846 Siam

Vol. XIV, No. 9 274 September  
1846

Rev. Mattoon, Mrs. Mattoon and Dr. House 
departure 29 July 1846
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