
Edward Willard Wheelock 
(1796-1819) 

Missionary to Myanmar (Burma)
 The faithful and tragic life of Edward Willard Wheelock began in Boston, 
Massachusetts, where he was born on 17 July 1796. Little is known of his early life, except his 
good nature, faithfulness, and being an upstanding member of the Second Baptist Church. 

 While studying for the ministry under Rev. Dr. Jeremiah Chaplin of Danvers, MA, he 
met James Colman. The two became friends and were united in believing God had called to 
serve in the Burma mission field. On 5 March 1817, Wheelock requested that the Boston 
Baptist Foreign Missionary Society take him under their patronage. Part of his request letter to 
the Society included this quote: 

"I would rather be a Missionary of the Cross than a king on a throne. Let the men of this world 
possess its glittering toys; let the miser grasp his cankered gold; let the voluptuary enjoy his 
sordid pleasures; let the ambitious ascend to the pinnacle of earthly honor; but let me enjoy the 
sweet satisfaction of directing the poor Pagans to the Lamb of God. I court no greater good I 
desire no greater joy; I seek for no greater honor. To Burmah would I go; in Burmah would I 
live in Burmah would I toil; in Burmah would I die and in Burmah would I be buried."  

 The Boston Baptist Foreign Missionary Society accepted Wheelock and Colman's 
request to become missionaries. The two were ordained for this work on 10 September 1817. 
In October, ships were found scheduled to leave for India in November. Edward married Eliza 
Harriet Newman on 9 November. The next day, the two boarded the ship, Independence, along 
with the Colmans.  

 Their journey took five months to get to Calcutta (arriving 15 April 1818). While there, 
the missionaries met Felix Carey, who provided some early instruction on the Burmese 
language. Four months later, the couples found another vessel heading to Rangoon.   In August 
1818, the two couples found a ship heading to Rangoon and arrived there after a four-week 
journey.  

 Sadly, within a year, Wheelock was forced to return to Calcutta for medical treatment for 
tuberculosis. Most of the mission felt that Wheelock's medical case was hopeless and that his 
travel expense was not worth the cost. However, Wheelock and his wife disagreed. He became 
more delirious on the ship to Calcutta, and twice, he attempted to jump from the boat. On 20 
August, while his wife was writing a letter, her husband ran to the upper deck and plunged 
himself into the sea, never being seen again.  
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 Mrs. Eliza Harriet Wheelock was invited to return to America but chose to remain in 
Calcutta's mission field. She worked among the Pearce and Lawson families. Later, she 
married Mr. David Jones and worked in education to reduce poverty for Bengali children. In 
1830, her second husband died. A year later, with her health severely impaired, she attempted 
to return to the United States for medical treatment with her children. Instead, she reached the 
shores of heaven, dying at sea. 
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