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Missionary to Thailand, Burma and China 

 William Clifton Dodd was born 15 October 1857, on his family farm in Marion, Iowa. 
He graduated from Parsons College (1883) and McCormick Theological Seminary (1886). He 
was appointed to the Laos Mission and sailed for Siam on 30 September 1886, and during his 
thirty-three years of service, he became one of northern Thailand's great voices in expanding 
the work among Tai people. Dodd did not believe that the Tai race was restricted to the borders 
of Thailand. He toured SE Asia doing extensive evangelism work and planted four mission 
stations in northern Thailand, Burma, and Yunnan, China. 

        After Dodd excelled in his northern Thai language studies, the Laos Mission assigned him 
to evangelistic work in Chiang Mai. Dodd then helped form and lead a Theological Training 
School for building up northern Thailand's church leadership. While serving in Chiang Mai, 
Dodd met and married Isabella Ruth Eakin [b. 6 June 1861, d. 4 July 1937] (sister of 
Presbyterian missionary John Eakin, Bangkok). In 1891, the Dodd family moved to Lamphun 
to open a new station, and the Theological Training School went with them.  

 In 1897, the Dodd family helped to open a mission station in Chiang Rai. While serving 
in Chiang Rai, the Dodds adopted a daughter named Leila of mixed French and Laos 
parentage. Here they began to make excursions into the northern region of Shan State, Burma. 
Finding an openness to doing work among the Tai people who populated the area and among 
the other tribes, Dodd advocated for the opening of a station in Keng Tung (Kyaing Tone). 
Presbyterian missionaries coming to Burma became a debated work from the very start because 
of comity issues with the American Baptist Missionary Union, who also had eyes to open a 
station in the area. In 1904, Dodd was able to open Keng Tung Station and do useful work in 
the region. Unfortunately, the station faced insurmountable resistance from ABMU missionary 
William Marcus Young, who arrived in Keng Tung before the Dodd family's arrival. The 
tension between the two parties led to a committee to form and debate responsibilities and 
capabilities for the region. An agreement was reached between the denominational mission 
boards of the ABMU and APM in the United States for the Presbyterians to leave Keng Tung 
as a residence. In 1908, Dodd and the other Presbyterian missionaries left the field. However, 
the Presbyterian work was allowed to continue to advance by native workers as an outstation. 
Dodd also saw in the agreement a fortuitous opening to expand mission work in further 
northern fields.
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 From 1908-1910, the Dodd family continued to operate from Chiang Rai and oversaw 
the outstation work in Shan State, Burma. In 1910, Dodd, along with a Chiang Rai Christian 
elder Ai Fu, did a Yunnan tour. This tour Dodd wrote profusely about in some articles and later 
described in his book, The Tai Race. 

 After this extensive tour, Dodd presented a case to Presbyterian Churches around the 
USA for the Laos Mission to open a new station among the Tai peoples in Chieng Rung 
(Kiulungkiang), China. Through seven years of persistence, Dodd convinced the APM Board 
to open this new work. In October 1917, Claude W. Mason and Lyle J. Beebe went to Chiang 
Rung (Kiulungkiang), joining northern Thai Christians already serving in the city to open a 
station there. In 1918, William C. And Belle Dodd arrived from the US. They began their 
journey through northern Vietnam and Yunnan to get to Chiang Rung. Providentially, the Dodd 
family could not finish the final leg to Chiang Rung because of the rainy season. Instead, they 
stayed three months in northern Yunnan, serving in the Yangtze Valley beside the China Inland 
Mission missionaries among the Tai Ya who populated the region. Finally, in October 1918, 
W.C. Dodd arrived in Chieng Rung, and he began to disciple and baptize new believers who 
became the foundations of the church there, which has continued to this day.  

 When Dodd arrived in China from the USA, he was already suffering from cancer's early 
effects. He did not report his illness to the APM Board as he desired to play a role in the 
opening of work among the Tai in Yunnan. In summer 1919, Dr. Claude Mason informed Dodd 
the cancer was in his bowels and that surgery would be useless. In his final letter to the Board, 
he wrote:  

"It now seems that I am incapacitated from further itinerating work in behalf of the Tai race. 
And of course it is uncertain how much longer any one of us can do work of any kind for work 
for them or any others. But so long as I can put fingers to this typewriter I expect to plead in 
behalf of the ten million unreached Tai. I expect to keep reminding our Board of the 
responsibility they voluntarily assumed in 1911, until they either take up seriously the duty 
involved or else frankly and irrevocably repudiate it."  

 Dodd died on 18 October 1919. His wife, Belle Eakin Dodd, continued to serve in the 
Chiang Rung area and helped advance work in the Yangtze Valley. After she departed from the 
field in 1921, a new station was founded on Belle Dodd's efforts. Belle Dodd lived with her 
daughter Leila Dodd in Johnstown, Pennsylvania, where she died on 4 July 1937. 
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