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SIAM MISSION.
Bangkok : population 500,000, district 3,000,000; on the Chowphya

river, 25 miles from its mouth; occupied as a Mission Station 1840;
missionaries—Rev. E. P. Dunlap, D. D., and Mrs. Dunlap, Rev. J. A.
Eakin and Mrs. Eakin, Rev. J. B. Dunlap and Mrs. Dunlap, Rev. F.
L. Snyder and Mrs. Snyder, Rev. J. A. McKee and Mrs. McKee, Rev.
R. C. Jones and Mrs. Jones, Miss Edna S. Cole, Miss L. J. Cooper,
Miss E A. Eakin and Miss Edna I. Bissell.

Petchaburee : population 10,000, province 150,000; on the west-
ern side of the Gulf of Siam, 85 miles southwest of Bangkok; occupied
as a Missitii Station 1861; missionaries—Rev. W. G. McClure and
Mrs. McClnre, W. J. Swart, M. D., and Mrs. Swart and Miss Anabel
Gait.

Rajaburee : population 5000, province 150,000; 70 miles west of
Bangkok; occupied as a Mission Station 1889; missionaries—Rev.
E. Wachtcr, M. D., and Mrs. Wachter, Rev. A. W. Cooper and Mrs.
Cooper.

Pitsanuloke: population 5000, province 240,000; on the Po river,

225 miles north of Bangkok; occupied as a Mission Station 1889; mis-
sionaries—Walter B. Toy, M. D., and Mrs. Toy, Rev. Boon Boon-Itt
and Mrs. Boon-Itt.

Nakawn : population 10,000, province 400,000; on the eastern side
of the Malay Peninsula, 500 miles south of Bangkok; occupied as
a mission £tation 1900; missionaries—Rev. C. E. Eckels and Mrs.
Eckels, Guy W. Hamilton, M. D., and Mrs. Hamilton.

In this Country : Rev. E. P. Dunlap, D. D., and Mrs. Dunlap,
Guy W. Hamilton, M. D., and Mrs. Hamilton.

The physicians of this Mission have had no little opportunity
for the exercise of their skill in dealing with the members of
the Mission itself, for there has been no small amount of sick-

ness among the force. Two cases have been particularly seri-

ous,—that of Mrs. McKee, who was stricken with Asiatic
cholera and her life despaired of for some time, but who was
the only foreigner afiflicted with this disease to recover. Another
of the new missionaries, Mrs. Hamilton, after passing through
the usual nervous strains and exposures, became so broken in

health as to be compelled to return to the United States. It is

hoped, however, that Dr. and Mrs. Hamilton may be able to

return to this field, where they have already made for them-
selves an enviable place in the aflfections of the other mission-

aries.

The Mission has shown, as in years past, marked advance
in the direction of self-support.
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BANGKOK STATION.

EVANGELISTIC—Before leaving the field for the regular
furlough, Dr. and Mrs. Eugene P. Dunlap made a tour of the

east coast of the gulf in the "Kalamazoo." On this tour he
learned of a remarkable case of conversion through reading
the Word of God. A man more than 80 years of age, having
received the books of Genesis, Luke, and one or two others,

without a human teacher to instruct him, read these books,
discovered through them the way of salvation, believed and
practiced the teachings found therein. He became an enthusi-
astic preacher to others, gave up all form of false worship,
urged his family to accept the Truth which he taught them,
forbade all heathen ceremonies at his funeral, on his death-
bed urged all to accept Jesus and worship Him only. He died
rejoicing in hope and the full assurance of faith, though he had
never seen or talked with a missionary or Christian teacher.

Three weeks of this tour were spent in the large and import-
ant Chantaboon Province and penetrating to the mountain
settlements in the interior, not reached in former tours, to
preach the Gospel to those who had never heard it before. Mrs,
Dunlap, aided by Miss Lucy Dunlap, held many precious meet-
ings for the women in homes along the coast. Rev. J. B. Dun-
lap has supplied the Second Church at Wang Lang during the
year, and until the return of Mr. Snyder, had charge of the
Nara Chapel. After the departure of Dr. Dunlap, the care of
the Third Church also fell to Mr. Dunlap, but the preaching,
being almost exclusively in Chinese, was done by a native
preacher and three or four others.

After the return of Mr. Snyder to the field, he resumed his

former charge of the Church at Paknam, holding regular ser-

vices, visiting the sick, and making house to house calls.

Within six months, he had twice visited nearly every house in

the place. After the middle of August, he also made regular
semi-monthly visits to Ayuthia, spending about two days on
each occasion in house-to-house visits, and holding services in

the floating chapel. On two of these trips he was accompanied
by Mr. McKee, who was thus introduced to his new work.
In Bangkok, Mr. Snyder has preached regularly at the Ra-
jawong and Nara Chapels, and visited the members of the
Third Church. Considerable time of Mr. Dunlap and Mr.
Snyder has been occupied in the oversight of building opera-
tions on the Press lot.

Miss Eakin has now four Bible-classes, one of which has a
regular attendance of from 25 to 30 women. The class at

Rajawong Chapel, while not so regular, is full of interest,

sometimes before closing from 30 to 40 men and women hav-
ing come in, eager to ask earnest questions, and so interested
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that two or three hours often pass before the session can close.
The Sunday-school class of children, started at Nara Chapel,
has an enrollment of 35. Miss Eakin has also done much
visiting in families.

EDUCATIONAL.—Rev. and Mrs. J. A. Eakin have had
charge of the Boys' Christian High School, Sumray. There
have been 129 students enrolled. The present graduating class
numbets 10, of whom 6 are professing Christians, and 4 of
these are pledged to Mission work for next year. The others
have all found good situations. It is most gratifying that the
boys in this school will persevere until they complete a seven
years' course of study, when the demand for clerks who know
a little English is so great that they could easily get situations
at fair salaries without waiting to graduate. They value the
diploma, and feel it to be well worth working and waiting for.

The mother of one member of the Senior class wished her son
to leave school nearly a year ago to assist her in business. She
was persuaded to let him remain until the end of the year, but
then refused to allow him to return to complete the course. In
her absence from home, the young man packed up and came to

school. After a later visit to his home, however, he not only
brought his mother's consent to stay, but brought with him
his younger brother also.

Mrs. Eakin has trained a male quartet of teachers and stu-

dents—a valuable aid in meetings. Mr. Eakin has devoted his

Sabbaths chiefly to personal work in the homes of the students,
trying to win over the parents of those who are already Chris-
tians, and to reach former students who have not yet accepted
Christ. He considers this the kind of work that counts for

most, and as the most direct means of winning souls. As he
says, "All religious persecution in Siam is social. The greatest

stress is brought to bear in the home. The family is Satan's
citadel, and there the hardest fight must be fought." Many
parents tell their boys to accept Christianity while they are in

school, but to return to their belief afterward.
Mrs. Eakin also devotes much time to visiting the mothers

of the school boys. She finds the mothers less readily influ-

enced toward Christianity than the fathers, and the grand-
mothers still more obdurate, but believes "the only way to make
this nation Christian, is to make the mothers Christians."

During the absence of Miss Edna Cole, who took her fur-

lough of seven months in India, Miss Larissa Cooper had
charge of the Harriet M. House School for Girls. She writes

that no small part of the work of the one in charge of this

school consists of receiving calls from friends of the school

;

not only the short business call, but also those of several hours'

duration. The total enrollment was 94, and there is constant
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demand for the admission of new pupils beyond the capacity
of the school. After Miss Gait's return to the field, she assisted

in the work of the Christian High School. Miss Bissell has
been busily employed with language study, and has also given
both vocal and instrumental lessons in the Girls' School.

Dr. McFarland, of the Government Hospital, has very
generously responded to any requests for his professional

services among the members of the Mission or among the

pupils of the school.

MISSION PRESS.—The Press has been going at full

speed, and, besides doing the regular printing connected with
the Mission, numerous jobs have come in from outside, which
have made the Press more than self-supporting. This job
work comes without solicitation, and commands a higher price

than is paid to other presses in Bangkok, on accourrt of its

superior character. The Rev. J. B. Dunlap has had charge of
the Press. The Press has recently finished two important
pieces of work—Dr Frankfurter's Grammar and Dr. McFar-
land's Handbook, which accomplishment is highly commended
by the Bangkok papers. Two officials in the capitals of two
interior provinces, where our itinerating missionaries have not
yet reached, are anxious for the publications of the Press. One
ofticial, the chief judge of a district, requested all our tracts on
the subjects of gambling and intemperance, ordering enough
of them to place in the courthouse for free reading, and to give
to convicts in the prison.

Several members of the Mission have united in the prepara-
tion of the "Daybreak," whose monthly visits to the homes of
the Siamese must result in some brightening and uplifting in

those homes. Mrs. Dunlap has done much of the proof-read-
ing for the Press.

PETCHABUREE STATION.
At the last annual meeting, our new missionaries, the Rev.

and Mrs. R. C. Jones, were assigned to this Station. They
have made excellent progress with the language. Miss Anna-
bel Gait was transferred at the same meeting to work connected
with the Boys' Christian High School in Bangkok. Mr. Mc-
Clure reports that he has had sole responsiblity for the evan-
gelistic work of this Station throughout the year, though hav-
ing much assistance from the other workers. He writes: "I
have been provisional Moderator of the Session of each of the
five churches of the province; I have visited the members of
these churches, one or more times each ; have visited Benpai
a number of times in addition to the visits made by Kroboon,
and have conducted three communion services there; have
preached each Sabbath morning in the Petchaburee Church
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when at home, and occasionally in the afternoon, also regularly
conducting a Sabbath afternoon service for street-passers."
Mr.McCIure has also done considerable itinerating, making one
trip as far as the city of Bpran, accompanied by Drs. Swart
and Kroboon, spending three days in that neighborhood, and
stopping at most of the intervening villages. They preached
and dispensed books and medicines, drawing considerable
crowds in some places by means of the stereopticon. In addi-
tion to other trips, he has visited many of the honiics in the
city, also a number of the temples, in these latter places nearly
always selling some books and having opportunity for religious

conversation. Mr. McClure and Dr. Swart held two afternoon
services each week for more than two months at the school-
house on Market street, where preaching and medical work
were combined.

Mrs. McClure had charge of the Boys' School throughout
the year, and of the Girls' School for the first few months. In

July, the Girls' School pas.sed into the hands of Mrs. Swart.
Both schools have had a satisfactory year.

MEDICAL.—Dr. Swart has found his hospital duties great-
ly interfering with his language study. Having employed a
new assistant not acquainted with foreign medicine, he found
it necessary to be in the dispensary most of the time during
dispensary hours, and had personally to do the greater part of
the nursing of inpatients. On the tour with other members of
the Mission, mentioned in this report, he treated about sixty

patients, vaccinating also ninety children. During the year,

he has treated 2245 patients, performed 82 surgical operations,

and made 151 visits to the homes of patients.

RAJABUREE STATION.

Dr. and Mrs. Wachter have completed a full term of seven
years' consecutive service at this Station. Mr. Eckels began
the year here, but left in February to open a new Station at

Nakawn, See Tamarat, and his fanuly followed three months
later, Mr. Cooper and family rettirned from their furlough
in the United States nearly a year ago, and were again located
here, though Mrs. Cooper spent about three months in Bang-
kok, to tide over an emergency in the Harriet House School,
before settling down in her permanent home here.

EVANGELISTIC WORK.—Dr. Wachter has continued in

charge of all the regular services—preaching, Sabbath-school,
and midweek prayer meeting—throughout the year. No
itinerating has been attempted during the rainy season, but Mr.
Eckels and Mr. Cooper each gave considerable time to touring
during the first months of the year, when the weather was most
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favorable, covering most of the territory belonging to this

Station as a centre. Frequent use was made of a large picture

roll, or of stereopticon views, as an aid in holding attention,

more vividly impressing the Bible truth. About 800 portions
of Scripture in vSiamese or Chinese, and 2500 volumes of other

Christian books or tracts have been sold during the year.

SCHOOL WORK.—Mrs. Wachter continued in charge of
both schools until the close of the last school year. Beginning
with the present school year, Mr. Cooper was placed in charge
of the Suriwong School. Mrs. Cooper gives daily instruction

to all the classes in music and penmanship.
The Girls' School was in session from the beginning of the

Mission year to the middle of March, with an enrollment of

23 ; it was also in session for the first two months of the present
school year (May and June), when the teacher accepted a

position offered her in Bangkok. This leaves the Station with-

out a girls' school, until other arrangements can be made.
The Suriwong School has been in session throughout the

year, with the exception of vacations aggregating about two
months. In addition to personal instructions by the

missionaries in some subjects of each grade, and general super-

vision of the other school work, all the pupils have been visited

from time to time, in their own homes, and experience shows
that such close, constant personal pressure, is one of the most
essential conditions of success in keeping up the school.

The pupils of the higher grades have been moved into a separate
room, which has been furnished with new tables and chairs and addi-
tional blackboards. The old furniture, most of which is much older
than this school, having been donated by other stations which had
replaced it with something better, is still in use in the primary room.
The new furniture needed has been paid for with private funds,
there being no appropriation for that purpose, and zVi the school
revenues being needed to meet the ordinary current expenses. In
view of the general advance in prices and wages—especially since
work was actively begun on the railroad that is to cross the river
within a few rods of us—and of the special demand for educated
young men with a knowledge of English, it has beeo found nec-
essary to p£<y our native teachers somewhat better salaries than be-
fore, though still small in comparison with what th^y might com-
mand elsewhere. The increased expenses of the schoo^ have been
met in part by raising the tuition fee for instruction in English to two
ticals per month, and allowing no discounts to large families or for
temporary absences. This latter rule was also intended to discour-
age the practice of keeping boys out of school on trivial grounds,
always a serious drawback to the efficiency of day schools among
these easy-going children of the tropics. It will also be necessary
to advance the fees for pupils in the primary grade to one tical a
month, if the school is to be maintained on a fully self-supporting
basis, and .^t the same time equipped with a full corps of well-quali-
fied assistant teachers.
On the other hand, our school must compete with Buddhist temple

schools on both sides of us, which are unusually active this year,
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and being fully supported, partly by the government, and partly by
zealous Buddhists, who are glad to "make merit" in this way, are
able to offer free tuition to all, and even some of the elementary
text-books free, while our Christian school, having jio financial
backing except from its heathen patrons, must charge them for
everything. Notwithstanding the generally conceded inferiority of the
temple schools in every respect but that of cheapness, they have drawn
of? a number of our pupils this year, temporarily at least, but only
from the primary grades. In the higher grades, while some have
grumbled about our requiring all to study Bible History, and other
religious subjects, or about the advance in charges, yet none have
actually left on either account. On the contrary,- the attendance of
advanced pupils is steadily increasing from year to year.

The average monthly enrollment of the school this year has
been 48, and the total enrollment for the year, 85. The reve-
nues for the present school year give promise of being con-
siderably above even the high water mark of last year. One of
the schoolboys was received into the church during the year.
He comes from the only Christian family represented in the
school, none of the other native Christians having children of
school age.

MEDICAL WORK.—While it is the policy of our Mission
to maintain medical work at all the country Stations, for its

own sake, yet Rajaburee is the only Station where we have
formally bound ourselves to do so, by written contract, as one
of the conditions upon which we are granted the use of the
valuable site and buildings we occupy rent free. Dr. Wachter
has continued in charge of this department. Since April ist

he has been without an assistant, and done all the work himself.
This of course ties the medical missionary down very closely

to the dispensary, and involved serious interruption to the
work whenever he was unavoidably absent.

For a malarial country, the sales of quinine are insignificant—only
124 sales this year, as against 240 sales last year. Fifty per cent, of
the sales tr.ke place in the three months of November, December and
January—the cool season following the close of the rains. As every
year, so also this year, the medical work as a whole shows an in-

crease in the number of patients, and a still larger ratio 01 increase
in receipts. In the past five years, the number of prescriptions has
increased liom 1470 to 2100, and the receipts, from 506 (icals to 1028
ticals. In addition to the 2100 prescriptions this year, 103 professional
visits were made, and 21 inpatients were treated. An inexpensive, but
serviceable, hospital building for such cases was completed this year,
so that the missionaries are no longer compelled to have hospital
patients groaning under their house, or regaling them with odors
of native cookery.
A constant effort has been made to increase the receipts so as to

cover all expenses, as they have done in recent years , while at the
same time leaving a margin for free treatment. The medicine thus
given this year to the prisoners in jail represents the value of eighty
ticals. Adding to this sum the free treatment given to missionaries,
school pupils, and others, and the loss from deterioration of drugs
in the hot weather and in the rainy season, it will be seen at once
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1

that a fair price is now being charged for drugs, and that any further
increase of revenues must come from another direction, such as in-

crease in the amount of sales, and a proper charge for surgical and
other personal attendance.

PITSANULOKE STATION.

The work at this Station has been carried on under very-

serious difficulty. Dr. Toy has just finished the floor, roof and
temporary sides of his house, and Hved in it in this unfinished
condition for about a month, rejoicing over his escape from the
narrow quarters afforded by his boat, when a forest fire which
had raged for two or three days at the back of the compound
with no indications of coming that way, was suddenly swept by
a change of the wind in the direction of the house, carrying
burning grass in the air, which fell on the thatch roof, kindled
a blaze in several places at once, and in a few minutes the
house and everything in it was a burning mass. The family
escaped with the clothes they were wearing, a small table and
chair, and a tin of flour. Their whole outfit, including a valu-
able medical library and instruments, was lost.

It is pleasant to be able to record in connection with such
a catastrophe, that the native officials were very kind and
brought dishes, lamps, and food to the boat, in which the mis-
sionaries were again compelled to take refuge, while others
brought beds, food, towels, and cloth to make clothes for the
children. The Commissioner called all the officials together
that evening, and they subscribed over 600 ticals, about $200,
toward making up the loss. As it was impossible to rent a
house, every available place being occupied. Dr. and Mrs. Toy
had to live in their boat for two months, while he built a kitchen
for a new house. To this, Mrs. Toy and the children moved,
while the Doctor remained in the boat until it was possible to
complete more of the house. Such time as Dr. Toy has been
at liberty from house building has been occupied with the
medical work and that connected with the Treasurer's office.

He has had the satisfaction of learning that the Commissioner
has given up the use of native physicians and confided the

.

entire charge of his family to the foreign physician, many of
the officials following his example.

Mr. Boon Itt was under the sad necessity of spending some
time in Bangkok owing to the death of his mother—a most
faithful and useful Christian woman. He has regularly con-
ducted the preaching service on each Lord's day and assisted
in the Sunday-school. He has also inade a tour to the north,
almost to the Laos territory. The rest of his time has been
given to teaching in the school, and in writing articles for the
"Daybreak." Mrs. Boon Itt has had charge of the Girls'
School.
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NAKAW^N STATION.

The first report of Nakawn is of necessity brief. The
Mission year was one-third gone before the Station could be
occupied.

Dr. Hamilton and Mr. Eckels arrived here March 5th. A
small board cottage built by Dr. Dunlap provided them with a
living place. Work was begun on one of the permanent dwell-
ings. Owing to the difficulty of procuring materials, progress
was slow. It was at first hoped that the dwelling could be
ready to occupy in three or four months ; but after six weeks
it was deemed best to erect another cottage and bring on the
wives and children. The cottage was built from personal funds
at a cost of about ticals 240 ($75).
At the beginning of May, Dr. Hamilton returned to Bangkok

to prepare for moving. Mr. Eckels remained a month longer.

June 2 1 St all arrived and it was felt that the Station was really

occupied. Mrs. Hamilton's health had not been good at the
time of leaving Bangkok, and two months later it was found
necessary for them to return. They left the Station September
6th. Their leaving is much to be regretted ; both were making
good progress in the study of the language and Dr. Hamilton
has his own department of the work well in hand.

After the return from Bangkok, the building work was still

further delayed by the illness of the head carpenter and the

difficulty of getting laborers, as it was the rice-planting season.

It was the middle of August before they were fairly started on
the carpenter work. During April the missionaries were given
possession of the lot across the road from the one already
occupied. It is known as the "East Lot" and is allowed them
by the Government at a low rent for the erection of a hospital

and physician's residence.

This site for the residence was prepared during May, and
after the return from Bangkok the brick pillars for the house
were all erected. As soon as the first house is ready for occu-
pancy, and the lumber can be brought in for this second house,
it will be pushed along so as to be ready for the new medical
man.

Prices for materials and workmen's wages have been ad-
vanced so much since the houses were originally planned that

it is doubtful if they can be completed for the sum estimated,
at least not finished as contemplated. More than half the fund
for the two houses has already been expended, but that includes
a considerable outlay for material for the second house and
all the expenses of preparing the site and most of the mason
work.
With the building work so pressing it has been possible to

do little in the line of church work, beyond conducting the
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regular Sabbath services. Two services, on Sabbath morning
and afternoon, have been held without interruption. The
attendance is not large, as the membership residing in the

immediate vicinity is small and some of those within reach are

indifferent as to their attendance. There usually is a goodly
number of transient hearers at the door, especially on Sabbath
afternoons.
A communion service was held early in September at which

fifteen members were present. At that time a subscription was
circulated to raise funds for repairing the chapel, and a sum
sufficient for the purpose was subscribed without any assistance

from the -missionaries. At several of the distant points where
a number of Christians reside, they still assemble for worship
jn the Sabbath.

MEDICAL.—Upon his first arrival at the Station, Dr.
Hamilton began the medical work, using a small room adjoin-
ing the chapel as a dispensary. During most of the time of his

absence from the Station, the work was carried on by an as-

sistant. The assistant took a Government position early in the

year at a higher salary than we could pay. After his return
from Bangkok, Dr. Hamilton carried on the work alone. Since
Dr. Hamilton's departure, Mr. Eckels has responded to such
calls as were not beyond his skill and dispensed the more com-
mon rem.edies. No statistics of the work have been kept, but
there has been a fair demand for medicines and a number of
cases presented for treatment. Six operations have been per-

formed. There is every indication that with a medical mission-
ary here permanently this branch of the work would speedily

enlarge.
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Chiang Maij on the Maah-Ping river, 500 miles north of

Bangkok; occupied as a Mission Station, 1867; laborers—Rev. Daniel
McGilvary, D. D., and Mrs. McGilvary, Rev. D. G. Collins and Mrs.
Collins, James W. McKean, M. D., and Mrs. McKean, Rev Howard
Campbell and Mrs. Campbell, Rev. Wm. Harris, Jr., and Mrs. Har-
ris, Rev. J. H. Freeman and Mrs. Freeman, Rev. James Waite and
Mrs. Waite, Rev. Alexander Waite, Miss I. A. Griffin and Miss Mar-
garet A. McGilvary.

Lakawn: on the Maah-Wung river, 75 miles southeast of Chiang-
Mai; occupied as a Mission Station in 1^5; laborers—Rev. Jonathan
Wilson, D. D., Rev. Hugh Taylor and Mrs. Taylor, Rev. C. R. Cal-
lender and Mrs. Callender, C. C. Hansen, M. D., and Mrs. Hansen,
Miss Kate N. Fleeson.

MuANG Pre : on the Maa-Yome river, 150 miles southeast of
Cheung-Mai; occupied as a Mission Station in 1893; laborers—Rev.
W. F. Shields and Mrs. Shields, Rev. J. S. Thomas, M. D., and Mrs.
Thomas, Miss Julia Hatch.

Nan : on the Maa-Nan river, 150 miles east of Chiang-Mai ; occu-
pied as a Mission Station in 1894; laborers—Rev. S. C. Peoples, M. D.,
and Mrs. Peoples, Rev. Robert Irwin and Mrs. Irwin, and Rev. David
Park and Mrs. Park.

Chiang Rai : occupied as a Mission Station in 1897; laborers
—Rev. W. C. Dodd and Mrs. Dodd, Rev. C. H. Denman, M. D., and
Mrs. Denman, Rev. W. A. Briggs, M. D., and Mrs. Briggs.

In this Country : Mrs. W. F. Shields, Rev. C. H. Denman,
M. D., and Mrs. Denman.

CHIANG MAI STATION.

Rev. and Mrs. James Waite joined the Station just after
last Annual Mission Meeting. No furloughs have been taken,
and every member of the Station has been on the field

throughout the year. It has been a year of much sickness.

There has been more sickness among the missionaries of the
Station during this year than for the past decade ; not a sin-

gle person, old or young, among the missionary families who
has not required medical attendance. In all over five hundred
medical calls have been made to the missionary families. Mr.
Freeman's illness has been the most serious, and though con-
valescent, he is obliged to return home on furlough.

EDUCATIONAL WORK.—The two schools in the city

each have held two sessions; the first of four, and the second
of three months.

In the Boys' School 83 were enrolled, of whom one-third

274
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were boarders and two-thirds were from Christian homes. Mr.
Harris, the principal, was assisted the first term by four or five

native helpers. Mrs. Collins has assisted with the music and
has had charge of the boarding department. Good and faith-

ful work has been done in all the classes. Mr. Harris has
laid special stress upon the Normal department, which is

having a good effect both on teachers and scholars.

Girls' School.—Miss McGilvary and Miss Griffin were in

charge of the school during the year, assisted by three native

teachers (all former pupils), and Mrs. Harris has given her
valuable assistance with the music throughout the year. During
the first term there were 55 girls enrolled, 50 of whom were
boarders, an increase of 14 over the corresponding term of

last year. During the second term there was an attendance
of 45, 38 of whom were boarders.

Nearly four-fifths of the girls are already members of the church,
and of the other fifth nearly all come from Christian homes. Six
girls have won Bibles as rewards for reciting the Commandments,
Lord's Prayer, Beatitudes, 121st Psalm, portions of the first and all

of the second chapter;: of James, and other verses committed to mem-
ory during the year. The pupils have as a rule made fair progress
in their studies. The singing of the girls and boys while school is in

session adds much to the interest of the service in the Cheung Mai
Church, and during vacation time they aid very much in the singing
in their home churches. Miss Griffin during vacation has visited in
the homes of^many of the Christians living in and near the city.

During the year eight parish schools have been in session.

Some have had the oversight of a missionary, while olthers

have not. They have held sessions varying in length from
one to three months, and have been wholy supported by the
native helpers.

The Training-school for Christian Workers, with Rev.
Howard Campbell as principal, during the dry season followed
a similar course to that of last year, and took the school to the
people, visiting many villages never before visited by a mis-
sionary. In all of these not only were the Christians daily
taught, but also hundreds of the heathen gathered about the
teacher, and many seemed deeply interested. During the
rainy season a five weeks' session was held in the city, with
the assistance of Dr. McGilvary and Dr. McKean. The total

attendance was 26. Special stress was laid upon the books
of I Samuel, Isaiah, James and the life of Christ. Much good
seed was thus sown. The students represented five of our
widely-scattered churches.

EVANGELISTIC WORK.—Dr. McGilvary has taken
three tours, averaging six weeks each, to the Muang Pow and
Gieung Dow provinces, some sixty miles to the north. On
the last tour he was accompanied by Rev. Alexander Waite.



276 LAOS—CHIANG MAI.

He reports continued interest in the Muang Pow section. During
the year, in that province, twenty-two adults have been added to the
communion roll. Most of them were from six entirely new families.
Four other new families have identified themselves with our Chris-
tian people. Of these ten new families who have come in during the
year, five have been accused of witchcraft. The Holy Spirit has over-
thrown the wicked machinations of the devil to the salvation of pre-
cious souls. When a family had been so accused, according to the
old Laos custom, it u;iually meant that soon their home and garden
would be completely destroyed, and the people compelled to seek a
new home in some other part of the country. When such people re-
nounce their faith in the spirits and accept the Christian religion,
their heathen neighbors usually cease to molest them.

Mr. Howard Campbell has spent four and one-half months
in direct evangelistic work. During three months of this time
he was accompanied by Mrs. Campbell and their little daughter
Sara. Mr. Campbell has been able to visit practically all the
families in the widely-scattered First Church of Cheung-Mai.
In this department of the work he has been assisted by Rev.
Kroo Panya and Revs. James and Alexander Waite. Twenty-
four new families have this year forsaken the spirit worship
to become disciples of Jesus Christ. More than half of these
are still catechumens. Sixty persons have been received into

Church membership on profession of their faith. A new field,

lying among the motmtains to the west, has been partially

opened up during the year, none of the twenty-four new fam-
ilies being from this section.

Mr. Freeman, accompanied part of the time by Mrs. Free-
man, has made three tours to the Wang Moon Church and sur-

rounding country. This region is from thirty to fifty miles to

the south of their home in Lampoon. There have been some
accessions, but owing to the death of the lamented Rev. Kroo
Pa, former pastor of the Bethel Church, and the serious ill-

ness of Mr. Freeman himself, the entire fruitage has not been
gathered.

Mr. Harris has spent more than a month with the people of
Maa Dawk Dang Church. A part of this time he was assisted

by Mrs. Harris. Her assistance was valuable in the school of
about forty boys and girls, as well as in the church singing.

Mr. Collins has given five weeks and twenty-two Sabbaths
to the Bethlehem and San Sai churches. All the Christian
families have been visited and some of them a number of times.
An enthusiastic school of forty boys and girls was conducted
by him in the Bethlehem Church for three weeks, and after-
wards continued for two months by one of the elders of the
church. Six have been added to the San Sai and two to Beth-
lehem church on profession of their faith.

On account of much sickness among all classes, Dr. McKean
has been unable to do as much direct evangelistic work as usual,
but he has not been idle. He has not only assisted in the
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preaching services in the First Church of Cheung-Mai and
conducted daily prayers with the hospital patients and servants,

but he has had charge of the work at Ban Den, a growing
Christian village two miles below the city.

Last, but not of the least importance, is the Foreign Mission
work which is carried on and entirely supported by the Laos
Church in French territory to the east of the Cambodia River
and distant one month in time from Cheung-Mai. This work
is being supported by the entire Laos Church.

The people are a mountain tribe known as Kah Moohs. The work
there, as in many other sections of the Laos field, was inaugurated
by the veteran Dr. McGilvary in 1897. He went again the following
year and rpent about six months with the people. In 1899 a Chris-
tian elder and one other helper spent most of the year with them.
In January, 1900, Rev. Kroo Chi Ma, accompanied by two Christian
men, both being Kah Moohs. but who have lived m.any years in this

region, started on this long walk of some 350 miles. They were
well supplier! with religious books and medicines and seemingly real-

ized the greatness and importance of the undertaking. The elder
and assistant who had spent last year with them, on their return, re-

ported a very large number of catechumens and many others who
were interested, but as yet none of them had been baptized. An
interval of some four months elapsed from the time the evangelist
left last year until the evangelist of this year reached them. During
this intervd the devil was opposing the work with all his might, but
these babe? in the kingdom^ with no earthly teacher or leader, held
on manfully. While there had been a few lapses, the great majority
remained faithful. Soon after the arrival of Kroo Chi Ma, forty-
one adults were baptized and leceived into the communion of the
church. Twenty-three children were baptized. Four new villages,
comprising a total of fifty-two homes, had become believers. We
believe it v.'ill be the will of Presbytery to organize soon the first

church in the Kah Mooh country. It is hoped that the attitude of
the French government may be changed so that instead of oppos-
ing, they may welcome the Protestant missionary, that this prom-
ising work among the mountain tribe may prove as fruitful as the
great work of the Baptists among the Karens in Burmah, also a
mountain tribe.

Mention should be made of the work done by the Woman's
Foreign Missionary Society of the First Church of Cheung-
Mai. For almost five years Mrs. McKean has had the over-
sight of this work. Nine monthly meetings have been held
since January ist with a maximum attendance of 55. The
total collections have amounted to Rs. 38, almost $12. Of this

amount Rs. 14 was a special fund for famine relief in India.
The society also contribute to the school for blind girls in Can-
ton, China. Mrs. McKean says, "We feel greatly the need of
missionary literature in Laos. St. Luke's Acts of the Apostles
is still the only record of missionary zeal and labor in this
language."

MEDICAL WORK.—This has been a trying year to Dr.
McKean. In February there was an epidemic of influenza and
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fever, which swept over the whole country, and in July and
August dysentery was prevalent in many places, and thousands
of people died from it and kindred diseases. It was no re-

specter of persons, and disabled some who had always escaped

before. Dr. McKean now has two efficient native assistants

and a first-class nurse, all trained by himself, who are able to

relieve the doctor of a considerable amount of the work.

During the year thousands of patients have received treatment.
Surgical operations, which one half the doctors at home never meet
with in their practice, have become so common here that Dr. Mc-
Kean has been led to say in his report, "There have been no cases
worthy of special mention." Yet twice during one week a certain
member of the mission happened in on him and found him operat-
ing on a 'ittle boy for stone in the bladder!

The dispensary is well patronized by European, Siamese, Laos,
Chinese, Burmese Shans and Haws. The receipts have amounted to
Rs. 21,000, or nearly $6500 gold.

The timber companies of the place have donated 160 teak logs to be
used in enlarging the present hospital building, which is in every re-
spect inadequate to the needs. The missionaries and other Europeans
in the place have subscribed Rs. 1800, while help is promised by the
Chinese, Burmese, and other foreign residents of Cheung-Mai. The
Siamese officials and Laos princes also indicate their willingness to
help. Almost one-third of the timber donated has already been de-
livered and sawed. The understanding between the Board and Mis-
sion is that all the funds for this addition to the hospital must be
raised on the field.

THE MISSION PRESS.—In this department of the work
the past year has been very much like the preceding one. Dur-
ing the past two years, Mr. Collins, the press manager, says

:

"We have never been able to catch up with our orders."
From eight to twelve men have been employed all the time.

A new job press, much larger than the old one, has been added
to the plant. The new font of Laos type has just arrived and
the first experim.ents with it have been made.
The only Scripture printed during the year was an edition

of 3,000 of James. No other important new book has been
printed this year.

The number of pages printed for the Mission 358,100
The number of pages printed for general public. . 1,152,800

Being a total of 1,510,900

Of the work done during the year three-fourths have been for
the Siamese Government. Business relations with the Government
officials have been thoroughly cordial. The Press now has two fonts
of Siamese and two of Laos type, and also prints in English. During
the year no less than 25,500 books and tracts have gone out from
the office. The receipts for the year have amounted to Rs. 9142, or
almost twict' the figures of two years ago. The first building was
erected in 1892, and since that time two additions have been made,
but again (here is crowding, and the business now demands a larger
building and a cylinder press.
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LITERARY WORK—The Publishing Committee for the

Scriptures during the year has carefully revised the MSS. of
Philippians. Mr. Campbell has translated five more chapters
of Exodus, making twenty-five chapters in all. He also added
thirteen lessons to his book of Bible Stories, and its printing has
been sanctioned by the Publishing Committee. Mr. Harris has
completed his Manual of Forms, Mrs. Harris her Universal
History, and Miss McGilvary her Third Reader. The mem-
bers of the Committee on New Laos Hymnal report consider-

able progress.

LAKAWN STATION.

MEDICAL.—The Medical Department has just closed an-
other successful year, both as to attendance at the daily clinics,

work in the Charles T. Van Santvord Hospital and the number
of outside patients. All the expenses of the Medical Depart-
ment are met by the receipts, and at the same time, the poor
receive their medicines free and are treated and fed at the Hos-
pital without charge. In no case are the needy turned away
for lack of money, but by daily attendance and kind treatment
are rather encouraged to come. Many show appreciation of
what is done for them by bringing little gifts of the produce
of the land, as rice, bananas, etc., for a long period after they
have returned home cured.

According to the Buddhist behef in transmigration, a person finish-
ing his present existence is born again into a new life which will
be happy or miserable, cursed with a deformity or incurable disease,
according to the good or bad life he led in his previous existence.
A person thus cursed, according to their belief, cannot be cured.
For example, not long ago a woman blind with cataract applied for
treatment with the remark, "If you think this is a curse I cannot be
cured, and I will return home." In many cases we are able to re-
move wha: has been regarded as a curse resting upon the person,
and bring him new life and hope by assuring him that "neither hath
this man sinned nor his parents, but that the works of God should
be made manifest in him." The Laos people are actually quiet and
inoffensive, but the Hospital records for this year show many cases
of sword cuts inflicted in revenge for some offense or grudge. One
woman had her little finger severed, all the tendons of one hand
cut, two flashes in her arm, two on her head, her neck and ear
cut. The records also show an increasing number of cases of gun
shot wounds, thus testifying to the progress of civilization in the
introduction of firearms in this remote part of the world.

Total expenditures for medicines : Medical appliances and as-
sistants have been 3000 Rupees. The receipts from May ist,

1899, to May 1st, 1900, have been 3083 Rupees—83 Rupees
returned to the Board. From May ist to November ist, the
last six months, the receipts have been Rupees 2200. Total
number of cases treated during the year, 9000, classified as
follows : Hospital patients, 200 ;

patients visited in their homes,
720 ;

patients examined and treated in daily clinics, 8060.
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The patients are given every opportunity to hear the Gospel.

The Station Chapel is in the Hospital Compound, and the pa-

tients vi^ho are able, attend services there. Instructions are given

by Nan Mano, who is superintendent of the Sabbath-school.

The stevifard is Loong Huen, an elder in the church, whose in-

fluence is felt by every patient who enters the hospital. One
of the most active workers among the patients this year was
Nan Chi, a patient himself, who was brought in from a neigh-

boring village in an almost dying condition from hemorrhage
due to an eneurismal varix of the femoral artery. Relief was
given and he was soon able to move about. It has been a plea-

sure to see him move among the patients reading and explain-

ing the Scriptures and singing hymns. One patient, with his

two daughters, united with the church.

LAKAWN CHURCH.—This has been the most prosperous
year for the Lakawn Church since 1894, the year which saw
what might be termed, "the L?os Mission boom." There have
been 25 adult and 24 infant baptisms. Two were received into

full communion from the infant roll on confession of their

faith and two by letter, making a total addition to the adult

roll of 29. The present membership is 209. Seven names
have been erased and three more suspended. There are ten

persons for whom the Session has been working for years, re-

proving, rebuking and exhorting, with what seemed all long
suffering and doctrine. The heads of four new families have
recently professed their faith and have joined the class pre-

paring for baptism. Some few reported as members of this

class a year ago dropped out without being received into full

communion. The financial condition of the church is as en-

couraging as any department. The total receipts have been
Rupees 544 and 13^ atts., a healthy increase over the last

report. The receipts through Boys' and Girls' Schools were
Rupees 257 and 12 atts, making tlie sum total Rupees 801 and
253^ atts. The disbursement of the above receipts shows full

self-support in the evangelistic and church work, and a great
advance of self-support in the educational department.
On Sabbath, October 9th, by Mr. Taylor's arrangement, the

Lakawn Church celebrated the day of its organization, twenty
years ago. It came on the regular communion Sabbath. Mr.
Taylor gave a history of the church, Mr. Callender preached
the sermon, and Mr. Wilson administered the Communion.
Mr. Taylor has prepared an epitome of the church records from
the year 1878, when its first member, Pya Seehanat, was bap-
tized in Cheung-Mai, down to this last year of the century—the
year 1900. This paper reveals clearly what God hath wrought
in this Station.
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EVANGELISTIC—At the last meeting of Presbytery, call

was made for an evangelist to take up the Kao Mooh work be-

yond the Cambodia. Rev. Chai Mah, who had by appointment
of a previous Presbytery been an evangelist in Lakawn Pro-
vince, volunteered his services. Though needed in the work
here, the Lakawn Church and Station gladly approved his go-
ing, assured that the call to go was of God. It has given the

people of Lakawn Church a new interest in Foreign Mission
work. According to their means, they have given loo Rupees
to Rev. Chai Mah's support. They regard him in part as their

missionary, and their prayers ascend to God in his behalf at

each of their meetings in the sanctuary, and at their prayer-

meetings from house to house. The itinerating work thus fell

to Rev. H. Taylor and Rev. C. R. Callender. The whole dry
season was spent by them in touring.

In passing along, the Christians at Lampang Kang, Muang Yow,
and Cha Home were cared for. Mr. and Mrs. Taylor extended their

tour to Muang Ngow, where they met with great encouragement.
Boon Ye, a brother of Rev. Boon Itt, and his wife, Alida, a pupil of
Harriet Hcuse School of Bangkok, and for a number of years a
teacher there, are stationed in Muang Ngow—he in work for th; Siam
Forest Co., Limited. Their influence is altogether for good. In
fact, they are doing a sort of quiet missionary work there. We may
hope for a community of Christians there before many years pass
by. Mr. anc' Mrs. Taylor were accompanied by their children, whose
presence was helpful to them in the missionary work. Mr. Cal-
lender spent some weeks in villages south and southwest of Lakawn,
where he worked with great encouragement. In one of the villages
he baptized a very old man who could not come to the city. Mrs.
Callender ?nd two children were with him part of the time, in one or
two of the tours to the villages. He has been visiting the temples in

and around Lakawn, and is always well received. The priests re-

ceive books readily, seemingly eager to buy the secular books that
are used in the educational department of the Mission. This is cheer-
ing, in that it indicates a waking up of the people from their lethargy.
The ignorance that cares not for one ray of enlightenment is sure
to pass away from the most indifferent people of Lakawn Province.

SCHOOLS.

—

The Boys' School was carried on the first term
in connection with the Girls' School under the care of Miss
Fleeson, assisted by Miss Wilson. The school opened January
22d, and closed May 25th, after sixteen weeks of school and
two weeks' vacation. The number of boys enrolled during this

term was 46, and of girls, 44. There was no friction among
the pupils, and only a little additional care to the teachers. Ex-
penses of this term were Rupees 236, and receipts for tuition

Rupees 125. Sewing, 9 Rupees and 50 buckets of rice. The
sewing class had to be given but a short time so that the boys
might not be neglected. It was found best not to repeat this

co-educational plan the next term, and Mr. Taylor took charge
of the boys. He says

:

We report the largest enrollment since famine times, nine years
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ago, namely 52 names. The average attendance for the three months
was 34. This just doubles the figures of last year's report. There
were eleven boarders, the rest being day scholars. The receipts for
the year were about Rs. 100. Increased expenses are accounted for

by the increased cost of food supplies.

Girls' School, Second Term.—Opened August 15th, and
closed November 9th, after a twelve weeks' term. Thirty-four
names were enrolled, but owing to the high water and the loss

of the bridge, the scholars from the other side of the river

could not come, and the num_ber was decreased by ten. The
children seemed anxious to learn, and real progress was made.
Some money prizes were offered by one of the English friends,

and the contest was keen, yet no dissatisfaction was shown
when the prizes were awarded. For this term of twelve weeks
we received, for tuition only, Rupees 30. From the sales of
articles made by the sewing class, the receipts were 64 Rupees,
making total receipts 94 Rupees. Expenses, including salaries

of the matron and teachers, were Rupees 134, costing the Mis-
sion but 40 Rupees for the three months' term. Several of the
girls, some of them mere tots in size, entered the school unable
to read. When the twelve weeks were completed, they could
not only read and write, but had gotten into the Second Reader
and could recite well in arithmetic and geography. It was a

delight to listen to them during the closing examinations. They
did themselves and their teachers honor.

Miss Wilson has assisted Miss Fleeson in the Girls' School. On
Sabbath she has been organist, has trained a choir of boys who
have sung the parts to a goodly number of the hymns in the Laos
Hymnal already published, and also to some twenty-five or thirty
new hymns written this year, and not yet in print. Her delight
has been an infant class in the Sunday School of thirty to thirty-
eight members.

LITERARY WORK.—Mr. Wilson's work has been mostly
literary—consisting of revising the hymns that were published
in the Autumn of 1896 and writing many new hymns—from
which a selection may be made for the new hymnal, that is to
be published this coming year

NAN STATION.

There have been two missionary families in the Station all

the year, one old and one new One old family has been here
about half the year, and early in September a very little girl
arrived and took up her residence at the home of Mr. and Mrs.
Irwin. The health of the Station has been as good as usual,
with the exception of Mrs. Irwin, who was ill for nearlv seven
months. The temporary residences afford the poorest kind of
accommodation. All have thatched roofs and no ceiling, and
one has bamboo walls and fak floor, part of which is covered
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with loose boards. Two of these houses are infested with

white, black and red ants, and two with rats. The occupants

have to be constantly on the watch to prevent the destruction

of their goods. Practically nothing has yet been done in the

matter of securing new buildings, because no teak timber is

available, or it is held at a price positively beyond the Mis-
sion's ability to pay. The same is true of other timbers than

teak. All the fences, too, are made of brush, and are the occa-

sion of annoyance. A small native house serves as dispensary,

and another native house is hospital ward. Nan station is still

a babe in long clothes.

MEDICAL.—During the first half of the year not much
medical work was done, because the health of Dr. Bowman-
Irwin was so impaired that she was not able to attend to pro-

fessional duties. The dispensary was kept open and attended
by the dispensary clerk. Some of the more important cases

Dr. Irwin was able to direct through the assistance of Mr. Irwin
and the native assistant. For two months of this part of the

year, Mr. and Mrs. Irwin were away from home, engaged in

evangelistic work and seeking restoration of health.

After the return of Dr. Peoples from his furlough in Ameri-
ca, in the latter part of May, the medical work was turned over
to his care. As soon as it became known that there was a doc-
tor at the service of the public, there began to be numerous
calls for his attention, and it was not long before he had his

hands full of work. The greater part of the practice was with
cases that are incident to the season of rains ;—fevers, rheuma-
tism, dysentery, etc., though there were of course other classes

of cases, and some of them very important ones.

The social range of those calling for treatment includes all classes;
those highest in authority, the common people, and the very poor.
The care of the family of the Siamese Commissioner, and of those
forming the Foreign Community, required more of the physician's
attention than any other department of the work, except the daily
clinic of the dispensary.

There were very few hospital patients; at no time more than five,

and part of the time only one or two. These were chiefly emergency
cases. At the time of the rains is the busy season on the land, and
the sick and infirm must wait till their friends and relatives have
leisure to look after their ailments, before they can hope to be
brought to the hospital. This department of the work, too, has
been so much broken in upon by the absence and illness of the
physician that this report may be justly regarded as an account of
the beginning of things. Furthermore, the hospital building is not
worthy of the name of Hospital. It is only a very cheap native
house, and does not present the appearance of being a desirable
place to come for medical treatment.

The number of outpatients during the eleven months of the year
was 1050. The expense of the work, including medicines, current
expenses, and assistant, Rs. 448. Receipts for the year, Rs. 782. Sum
appropriated by the Board, Rs. 774.
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There is no doubt but that the work is growing in favor With the
people. A firm conviction of the superiority of foreign drugs and
methods over native practices is taking hold of all who come in

contact with the work. This was well exemplified in a recent case
at the hous^ of one of the high officials. A slave of this man had
been stabbed in the abdomen by one of his fellows, early in the even-
ing. Late at night the doctor was called. He found the patient with
a. piece of banana leaf over the wound, bound down by a very much
soiled cloch. The removal of this dressing exposed a fold of the
peritoneum, a little larger than a silver dollar and quite as flat,

protruding from the wound. An examination of the part revealed the
shocking f^ct that it was covered with the crushed bodies of red
ants. Upon inquiry it appeared that the slippery nature of the fat,

(as he supposed), and the resistance of the patient had foiled every
effort of the native doctor to replace the part, and he had learned
that if you put red ants on it, it would go in. The ants were readily
produced, and they went gaily to work with biting and secretion;
doubtless with some effect, too, for the doctor said he had been able
to replace the part, but it had come out again. There was good
reason for believing both his statement and theory. The work of
the ants soon made the exposed part, by the inflammation which it

produced, much more amenable to manipulation; and the heads and
bodies of the ants were crushed down into the substance of the
part till you could scarcely distinguish the ants from the surrounding
tissue.

The foreign doctor patiently picked away the wreck, carefully
washed the wound, etherized the patient, by inversion replaced the
part, and sewed up the inner and outer wound, when there was
scarcely a trace of any hurt. Everybody but the doctor thought
that the m?in was as good as well. He, poor fellow, had- no idea of
how many of the carcasses of those murdered ants were left inside
the man's abdomen, nor how great a flame this fire would kindle.
A poor eld man, blind from cataract, came, led by his little boy,

seeking the foreign doctor. The man had been forsaken by his wife
because he was blind and could not support her. After his sight was
restored, his inner vision was also cleared by the knowledge of the
wonderful Message; and the blind man now keeps watch while the
doctor sleeps.

EDUCATIONAL.—Mrs. Peoples had a bit of a school for
little boys for a few weeks, and Mr. Park had five or six chil-

dren for a few weeks, but the educational work has been very
limited owing to the impossibility of securing a teacher. Mr.
Park has been engaged in the study of the language, and has
assisted in general Station business.

Not much touring has been done. Six weeks spent at four
points up the river have proved that the time has not yet come
in Nan when it is profitable or even possible for missionaries
to stay long at a place, desirable as that method would be.

The touring must be "on the hop-skip-and-jump method." At
all these places the people thronged the evangelists for, at

most, four days, then left them alone. A few weeks' tour by
Mr. Irwin and two evangelists east of the Nan River into a
new and populous district gave promise of stibstantial results,

but the conversion of two men to Christianity roused the oppo-
sition of the friends and brought a prohibition from some au-
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thority in the city. There are many who listen well to the

Gospel Message, but the uncertainty as to the attitude of the

authorities prevents them taking a stand for Christ. There is,

undoubtedly, much secret opposition, though, probably, it is

steadily breaking down. Ill-health in the families of the evan-
gelists has kept those men from steady teaching and touring.

The life of the Church, as measured by regular attendance on
services, faithful study, and interest in church work, is vigor-
ous and growing. There have been some defections and cases
of discipline, there has been coldness on the part of some, three
members have been suspended, we are numerically smaller than
at this time last year. Of ii candidates for baptism at the end
of last year, 8 have forsaken us, and of 25 adherents, i. e., those
with interest enough to attend church occasionally, 23 have
dropped oft, and there have been no additions by baptism and
only one by letter. During the year 2 members have died, one,
the courageous and faithful Elder, Noi Pee

; 4 infants have
been baptized ; 2 deacons have been elected, and we have now
8 candidates for baptism and 15 inquirers. There are now in

good standing 43 members. In the outside districts there are

7 who are intelligent believers and 15 who are more or less

interested. The congregation has bought a lot and built a
chapel at a cost of Rs. 190. The total contributions for the
year amount to 203 Rs.. about 90 Rs of which have been given
by the natives.

Nan Station has felt somewhat crippled by the action of Mis-
sion and Presbytery detaching from the field the two sections,

Muang Tung and Chiang Kum, which have been attached to

Chiang Hai Station.

PRE STATION.

On January 3rd Dr. and Mrs. Thomas and Miss Hatch left

for their furlough in America, and the whole work of the
Station passed into the hands of Mr. Shields, the only remain-
ing member of the Station.

The past year has been a hard one for the people because of
the scarcity of rice. Twelve and fifteen pounds of paddy sold
for a rupee, and then it was difficult to get. This compelled
the people to work their mountain rice, and hunt for roots and
vegetables and other eatables in the woods and streams or
necessitated their absence from home as carriers and laborers.
Money has been more plentiful, however, than the necessaries
of life. The rains during the past year have been good and the
rice crop is abundant so that the future for the people is more
hopeful.
High water in September flooded the Mission compounds,

and when it subsided the bank of the river fell in to a very great
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extent, doing much damage to the property. It is doubtful if

dyking will protect the property, and if it should, the expense
would be so great that the removal of the buildings to a new
place would be comparative economy.
The medical work of the year has been quite up to expecta-

tions. All kinds of medical work have been done except major
operations. Aid has been rendered to all classes of people.

Fifty patients have been in the hospital, medicines have been
dispensed to about 1200 people, about 800 calls were made by
the missionary to see the sick, and the Dispensary receipts have
been for the year 1830 Rupees. At appropriate times ser-

vices were held in the hospital and the patients encouraged to

attend these, and the church services.

The school was in session three and one-half months, part of

which time the missionary taught, but most of the work was
done by natives imder his direction.

Thirty-six Christian children were in school. The church was
made to fef;l that the school work is the church work and its benefits
for their children, and their people. The natives gave 52 rupees
for the school and 25 rupees were given by Europeans outside the
Mission so that the school was self-supporting. With these con-
tributions we were able to bring the Christian children from all

the villages to the school and allow them to live on the Mission
compounds. Of the children in attendance six united with the
church on confession of faith, one has gone to Chiang Mai to school
and one or two expect to go soon. With competent native teachers,
supervised by the missionary, it is probable that the best results will
be had from school work. When the school was not in session in
the city the Christians in Ban-pun-choong, one of the out villages,
had a school for the children for a term of six weeks which they
supported and taught.

The church work has been encouraging. The services have
been very well attended, averaging 50 on Sabbaths. The C. E.
has done much better work than heretofore and the Sabbath-
school, while its attendance has not been so regular, has done
excellent work.

The church has employed no evangelist this year for two reasons:
In the first place because no one could be secured for a price within
the ability of the church, and in the second place because no suitable
person was to be had. The work, however, suflfered little in con-
sequence. As a result more personal work was done by the church
membership and elders. In Banpun-choong and villages near by,
when the people could not come to the city, we urged them to meet
in their villages for services, and their attendance was from 15 to 25
on such occasions.

The people in the villages were visited, so far as possible. As a
resiilt of the year's work 15 adults united with the church on pro-
fession, ID children were baptized, and 5 adults are asking for mem-
bership in the church, who have not been as yet received. The
church has cared for its Chapel and the Chapel compound, and
given six rupees to the work beyond the Cambodia river among
the Comooks.

The collections of the church have amounted to thirty rupees.
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The entire amount raised by the natives in the Praa church for

school and church work for the year was eigthy-two rupees.

The touring was an interesting part of the year's work. In this

work Mr. Shields was absent from the station three and one-half
months in a tour to the southeast, a tour up the Ma-Kuns-me and
to Nan, and a tour to Muang-Lup-leng. In addition to this such
short tours were made to villages near by as time and other work
permitted.

CHIANG RAI STATION.

The departure of Dr. Denman and family in the latter part of

May for furlough in the home land was followed a few days
later by the arrival of Dr. Briggs and family. There are still

but two families at this Station, which is now nearly four years

old.

In the evolution of the Laos Church no factor has been more
potent in Chiang Rai than "the foolishness of preaching"—the

maintenance of the stated ordinances of God's house. Daily
services have been held on the two Missionary compounds. At
times these have been attended by enquirers from Muang Pan,
Muang Nawng Kwang and other distant parts ; and have been
used to teach the fundamentals of Christian faith as well as to

edify the older Christians resident on our compounds.
Regular preaching has been maintained on Sabbath in the

Chiang Rai congregation, and most of the year in that of

Muang Tung—the latter by Rev. Wong. Regular services of

a less formal kind have been held in the Papau church, the
Chiang Sen church, and six outstations of the Chiang Rai
Church. In the three churches^ there are five Sabbath-schools

;

four C. E. Societies, and one Jr. C. E. Society.

Dr. Denman and family made one visit to the Chiang Sen Church,
and hence one Communion has been held there. Three visits have
been made to the Papau church, and Communion held each time. In
the church of Chiang Rai bi-monthly Communions have been held
in the city, in the Wekawn district, and at Yang Le. There have
been also three visits and Communions in M. N. Kwang, and one
visit and Communion in six of the eight remaining villages. (This
does not include the work in Muang Tung, which has had the pastoral
care of Rev. Wong.) This blessed work of feeding God's scattered
sheep and lambs has been owned of Him and made fruitful in edify-

ing saints and converting sinners.
A factor and an evidence of the Church's development is the in-

creasing imount of pastoral oversight which it has been possible to
get the elders to exercise. The Parish School of Chiang Rai is under
a Board cr Committee of the Session. The members of the City
congregation are districted among the elders for special care
of each individual, both of baptized members and also catechu-
mens. In the Papau church the same kind of a division has been
made, but not so thoroughly followed. The Chiang Sen church has
long been noted for its efficient elders. Recently, two Chiang Rai
elders accompanied Mr. Dodd on a week's pastoral round of six
villages in two sub-provinces. It was a week of hard traveling
through mud and mire. It was also a week of hard work. Six
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adults were examined, and they, with eleven children, were baptized.
The Communion was administered five times in as many places. Im-
mediately following this tour, two other elders spent two days in a
similar wirk, examining seven adults and assisting in two Com-
munions. All this hard travel and hard work was done by these
four elders, simply as a part of their duty as members of the Ses-
sion, and without pay. One of them is a carpenter, who would have
commanded twenty-five rupees per month had he stayed at home.
Another had planned to raise a building to be used as a rice granary,
on the morning of the very day on which he afterwards cheerfully
went out on church work. Surely the kingdom is coming.

There has been a growth in the grace of giving. Several months
ago, Dr. Uenman invited written questions from all members of
the Chiang Rai City congregation. Of those submitted, the majority
pertained to the matter of giving. These questions elicited a series
of sermons, and many private talks on the subject of proportionate
giving. At first there was some opposition, especially from the
oldest and only wealthy Elder. But gradually he and the rest have
been led by the Spirit. When the matter of a church building was
agitated, this elder agreed to be one of three to give collectively as
much as all the rest of the congregation put together His share
was Rs. 27. Poor people gave as much as five rupees per household,
in cash, besides labor. Up to date Rs. 151 have been paid in cash
toward the new church; Rs. 97 of which has come from the Laos
Christians.

In additii)n to this, an ofifering was made for the India famine
sufferers, to which the native contribution was more than eight
rupees. Late in the year the Session agreed to institute weekly Sab-
bath offerings in addition to those of the Sabbath-school. A few
of our members tithe, and one man does more. Without any mis-
sionary coaching whatever, he recently brought Rs. 10 to the church
Treasurer, and said he wanted to pay the Lord what he owed Him;
said he had just sold six cattle, and had previously dedicated one of
them to the Lord. It is evident that it was not the one that was
dedicated, for the whole six only brought Rs. 51, while the Lord's
cow alone brought Rs. 10. As this man is poor, having almost noth-
ing outside the money received for these cattle, and his bright-eyed
but shy littl-^ girl brings bananas to sell to us on Fridays and Satur-
days, to get pennies to give to the Lord on Sunday, it is evident that
this man is at least a double tither.

A few members of the Chiang Rai church have contributed toward
the church fund for Evangelistic work in our large parish, though
hitherto most of this fund has come from the Missionaries. In
addition to this Home Mission work of the Chiang Rai church, the
two churches of Chiang Rai and Chiang Sen have for two years
supported Rev. Wong in his pioneering work in Muang Tung.

Nor is Foreign Missionary work neglected. All three of
the churches of the Station contribute toward the work of
evangelization in Chiang Tung and among the Ka Mu across
the Me Kawng.
The contributions made by the natives alone during the past

year amount to more than Rs. 225.
Another line of steady growth is that of personal work. The

voluntary unpaid Evangelistic work each Sabbath afternoon
is kept up in the Chiang Rai church, and at length seems to be
bringing forth some fruit. One of our Catechumens at present
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is a man who was formerly a court official, and, until recently,

Master of Ceremonies in the head Monastery of Chiang Rai.
He has a large circle of influence, and has given a fresh stimu-
lus to his personal work ; for he has taken it up with unwonted
zeal. Every Sabhath afternoon until dark, he may be seen
speaking for Christ among his relatives, his former associates
and his friends. The Look-out Committee of the C. E. Society
has sub-divided into several committees, the members of one of
which have agreed each to pray for and work for some un-
saved friend. The Chiang Sen church has also been stirred up
to this Sabbath afternoon evangelistic work.

Another evidence of growth in the Chiang Rai City congregation is

a set of temptations peculiar to the secondary stage of church growth.
Most of our newer Christians do not read Siamese, and have for
their own use only the seven books of the Bible which have been
printed in Laos. They get incomplete and segmentary conceptions
of truth which a longer and fuller study will correct. During the
past year, several of them decided among themselves Lhat because
liquor drinking is not made the subject of one of the ten command-
ments, and because they could not find in their limited Scriptures
any teaching positively prohibiting drinking, therefore it would be
no harm for them to drink. For some reason (!) they did not
bring this question to the teachers for instruction. They were just
at that Sophomoric age which glories in its own powers of unaided
investigation. They found, however, that drinking led to other
sins, and four of them were suspended for these sins. They were
counselled vvith tears, and have been showing ever since a humility
and a zeal heretofore unknown. As usual Satan overreached him-
self and the Lord has used these "growing pains" of the Church to
His glory.

One of the most potent factors in the development of the
life of the Church, has been the opposition of certain of the
rulers. For the civilizing policy of the Siamese Government
we have only praise. Telegraphs, bridges and highways, the
liberation of slaves, the taking of a census, the revision of laws,
are all signs of enlightenment and progress. But at Chiang
Rai attempts have been made to bind the people and to perse-
cute the native Christians in many ways.

Yet all these things have helped on the cause of Christ. A Chris-
tian unjustly cast into prison. The Christian under guard, Noi Panya
by name, if he had a Paul for companion, woukl prove a Silas.
He is cheery and is witnessing for Christ to all. At one time he
sent for Christian booklets. Three were sent him. He sent back
word that these were eagerly seized by his fellow-prisoners. Twenty-
two copies were again disposed of at once among prisoners and of-
ficials, and a third batch of thirty was sent him at his request. These
were soon exhausted, and forty-five more were sent, of which, at
the time uf writing, there are but few left. He is allowed to attend
church services with a guard, who thus has an opportunity of hear-
ing more of the word. Indeed, others from the jail, including the
chief jailer, though under no necessity of so doing, have been at-
tending our services lately. Never before have so many outsiders at-

10
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tended Christian worship in Chiang Rai. A remarkable effect has
been produced upon Noi Panya's fellow Christians. As never be-
fore they are one. Together they pray, study Siamese Law and min-
ister to Noi Panya. "That they may be one—that the world may
know."

In Chiang Sen church three adults were baptized, and eight others
signified their purpose to study for Baptism. In the Chiang
Rai church, thirty five adults have been received, twenty-seven
of them bv baptism, and thirty-seven children have been dedicated
to the Lord in the same ordinance. The number of villages contain-
ing baptized believers has risen during the year from seventeen to
twenty-five. There are now fifty-four inibaptized adults who have
formally renounced Spirit worship, and have begun to keep the
Sabbath. Besides these, there are known to be many who are almost
persuaded, including some high in autlK)rity. There are signs of a

great movement in that region.

EDUCATIONAL.—Not nearly all the children of the
Church of school age are in parish schools, though almost all

are in Sabbath-schools. In Papau church there is no week-
day-school. In the Chiang Sen church, Dr. and Mrs. Denman
made a start; i6 boys and girls studied six weeks under a
teacher from the Chiang Mai Boys' School. Most of the mem-
bers of this church are poor, but they paid two-thirds of the
expense.

In Chiang Rai church the first term of the Parish School
lasted twelve weeks, beginning early in March. The second
term began Nov. 9th. In the first session a few pupils came
from the out-villages, and the enrollment was 15. We find that

all the children of the church of a school age, in the city con-
gregation, are in attetidance this term, and the enrollment is

24. By invitation of the School Board, Mrs. Dodd has had
supervision of the actual work of the school again this year,

as last, and the school has met on the verandah of the Minis-
ter's residence.

Last year the Boys' School of Chiang Mai generously donat-
ed some slates to the Parish School ; and most of the text books
hitherto used are second-hand ones, which have not cost the
school anything. But hereafter it is the policy of the School
Board to have all such supplies paid for, either by the pupils
individually or by the school collectively. The churches of
this Station are yet far from the ideal of a liberal education.
But the congregation of Chiang Rai City are working toward
it rapidly ; a start has been made in Chiang Sen ; and there is

prospect of two out-village schools this coming dry season.

MEDICAL.—Even where the Gospel has not yet found its

way, cjuinine is known and appreciated. Few indeed are
there in heathen lands who have not in the first instance been
drawn to taste of the "bread of life" by a preliminary taste of
the loaves and fishes. And the healing of physical pain is now
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no less than in Christ's time, an effectual attraction,—an ar-

rester of attention—a breaking^ up of old mental ruts. When
a man comes to himself and thinks, there is some hope of his

returning to his Father's house. On June ist, Dr. Briggs took

charge of the Department—Dr. Denman having left a few
days before, with his family, for a well-earned rest in America.

LITERARY WORK.—Owing to the growing demands of

three churches, and to the fact that the year has been broken
into by change of physicians, it has been possible to devote but
little time to Scripture translation. In order to do efficient and
enduring work at Scripture translation, much time, compara-
tively, has been given to the matter of Laos spelling and to

direct study of Laos literature. In addition to these, the Epistle

to Thus has been translated.


