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SIAM MISSION.

Bangkok: population 500,000, district 3,000,000; on the Chowphya
Kiver 25 miles from its mouth; occupied as a Mission Station 1840.
Missionaries—Rev. E. P. Dunlap, D. D., and Mrs. Dunlap, Rev. J. A.
Eakin and Mrs. Eakin, Rev. J. B. Dunlap and Mrs. Dunlap, Rev. F. L.
Snyder and Mrs. Snyder, Miss Edna S. Cole, Miss L. J. Cooper, Miss
Anabel Gait, and Rev. B. T. Boon Itt and Mrs. Boon Itt.

Petchaburee: population 10,000, province 150,000; on the western
side of the Gulf of Siam, 85 miles southwest of Bangkok, occupied as a
Mission Station 1861. Missionaries—Rev. W. G. McClure and Mrs.
McClure, Rev. R. C. Jones and Mrs. Jones, E. B. McDaniels, M. D.,

and Mrs. McDaniels, and Miss Edna I. Bissell.

R'ajaburee: population 5,000, province 240,000; on the Po River,
Bangkok; occupied as a Mission Station 1889. Missionaries—Rev. E.
Wachter, M. D., and Mrs. Wachter, Rev. R. W. Post and Mrs. Post.

Pitsanuloke: population 5,000, province 240,000; on the Po River,

225 miles north of Bangkok; occupied as a Mission Station 1889. Mis-
sionaries—Walter B. Toy, M. D., and Mrs. Toy, and Rev. A. W. Cooper
and Mrs. Cooper.

Nakawn : population 10,000, province 400,000 ; on the eastern side of

the Malay Peninsula 500 miles south of Bangkok ; occupied as a Mis-
sion Station 1900. Missionaries—Rev. C. E. Eckels and Mrs. Eckels,

and W. J. Swart, M. D.

In this Country: Rev. and Mrs. W. G. McClure, and Rev. and
Mrs. J. B. Dunlap.

One of the most important events of the year was the

visit of Rev. Arthur J. Brown, D. D., and Mrs. Brown. They
visited all the Stations of the Mission except Nakawn, and
the missionaries and Christians were greatly cheered by

their presence and encouraged by their counsels. Some very

important changes and suggestions were the result of Dr.

Brown's observations on the field.

In February, Miss Ellen C, Parsons visited Siam, and

personally investigated the work. Such visits are greatly

appreciated by the missionaries, who would be glad to

welcome the friends of missions in their homes more fre-

quently.

An epidemic of dengue fever, early in the year, prostrated

nearly all the missionaries for short periods; otherwise the

health of the missionaries has been -generally good. How-
ever, it is a regretable fact that Dr. and Mrs. Boyd and Mr.
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and Mrs. Armstrong have been compelled to return to the

United States under conditions of ill health that make it im-

probable that they will be able to return to Siam.
It is a matter of great importance and gratification thiat

the various departments of work in the Mission have be-

come largely self-supporting. The Press, the larger Mis-
sion schools, and the medical work have practically reached

that point ; and the churches ask nothing from the Board
for their support. A movement has been started also

among the young Christians in the capital toward 'a national

church to be established and sustained wholly by native

means, thus showing that Christianity is striking her roots

into the soil.

The crying need of the work in Siam is more men ; to ade-

quately supply the existing stations, to open new stations,

to do general touring, and to better equip the Mission
schools. The Mission asks for four new ordained men, a

medical missionary, a qualified male teacher, two young
ladies, and means and men sufficient to open a new station

at Puket. There is immediate need also of at least four
new buildings.

BANGKOK STATION.

The new residence for Mr. Snyder has been completed.
The new buildings for the Christian High School are still

unfinished, but will be pushed to completion as rapidly as

possible. A new godown for the use of the Laos and Siam
Missions has been erected as an addition to the Press build-

ing, thus meeting a much felt need and at the same time
giving increased room for the press work.

EDUCATIONAL.—The Christian High School.—The
work of the school has gone on uninterruptedly ; though
Rev. J. A. Eakin, the principal, has been compelled to give

almost daily attention to the erection of the new buildings

three miles distant. Miss Gait has taught the classes of

the sixth grade, and she has successfully managed the

boarding and dormitory department for special students,

which was only an experiment last year.

There has been a good religious interest among the stu-

dents. Special meetings, held during and after the week
of prayer, resulted in nearly all the older boys expressing
a decision to accept Christ as their Saviour. Three of the

Seniors have united with the church.

The school reports a total enrollment of i86, average attendance io8,

number of boarders 50. Five young men were graduated last March.
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These young men are in demand for positions of trust. A high official

is quoted as having said: "We will gladly take all your graduates for

public service, because they are the type of young men we need." This
school greatly needs an additional qualified lay teacher from America.

Harriet M. House School for Girls.—Miss Edna S. Cole

is principal of the school. She has given instruction in

Standard VI, and has had a multitude of other duties re-

quired by her position. Miss L. J. Cooper has the work of

Standard V, vocal music, and the sewing class. Miss Bis-

sell has given instruction on the piano, in addition to her

language study. "The Siamese teachers have been faithful

to every trust."

The course of study combines Bible lessons and Chris-

tian instruction, with the Government Code. It is believed

that the best results are obtained in this way.

The school reports an enrollment of iii pupils, lOi being boarders,

average attendance go. The accommodations have been crowded to

the utmost and many applicants have been turned away.
A primary day-school for girls, on the lower Mission compound, has

been under the direction of Mrs. Eakin ; its purpose being to create a de-

sire for knowledge which can be secured by entering the Harriet M.
House school.

MdSSION PRESS.—It has worked under special pres-

sure throughout the year in the prospect of being closed

during the furlough of Rev. J. B. Dunlap, the manager.
Much of its work has been for the American Bible Society,

adding 50,000 portions of Scriptures to the stock. The Mis-
sion has on hand over 100,000 volumes of religious booklets
in the vernacular, together with several thousand tracts and
leaflets.

The Daybreak has also been published monthly; but will

be discontinued at the end of the year, on account of the
great difficulty of providing for it or making it self-support-
ing in the circumstances.
The Press must necessarily do much job work in order to

self-support, but it has the reputation and the satisfaction
of doing the best work of any press in Siam. The depart-
ments of Government and business men, when wanting
special work done, usually apply to our Press. All this is

due to the energy and efficiency of the present manager,
under whom it has grown to be what it is.

EVANGELISTIC—Rev. E. P. Dunlap, D. D., has de-
voted as much of the year to general touring work as his
health would permit. When not able for touring, he has
assisted with the evangelistic work in Bangkok, and has
prepared some Christian tracts. He made a tour of two
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months in the Nakawn and Bandon provinces, accom-

panied by Mrs. Dunlap and Rev. Yuan and wife. Aside

from their visit to the Nakawn Station, "they made a ten

days tour in canoes up a mountain stream to a settlement

never before reached by missionaries." They held two

preaching- services daily, ministered to many sick people,

left many tracts, and registered a number of inquirers. At
one place they baptized six converts, one being an aged

nobleman who, with four sons and four grandsons, sat

down at the Lord's Table. At Ta Chee they found a faith-

ful elder ministering to some twenty Christians, and the

people interested in building a chapel.

Rev. F. L. Snyder has made monthly visits, from one to

three days each, to Ayuthia and Paknam, where he has held

preaching services and has done much visiting among the

people; he has also done much evangelistic work in Bang-
kok, especially in connection with the Nara (now Ban-
maw) and Rajawong chapels. He has been much hind-

ered, however, by his building work.
Rev. B. T. Boon Itt was translferred from Pitsanuloke

Station to Bangkok at the time of Dr. Brown's visit. His
work has been especially to organize and encourage the

young Christians of Bangkok, and to lead them along the

lines of self-support and independent growth. As a result

they have purchased property and are erecting a church
building and they expect to employ and support their own
pastor, all from native sources. There is no more impor-
tant feature or encouraging sign in all the work of the Mis-
sion than this.

First Church, Sumray : Sabbath services, Sabbath school,

and the midweek prayer-meeting have been regularly main-
tained. Miss Lucy Dunlap and some of the missionaries
have assisted in the Sabbath-school, and Miss Gait has held
a Bible class for women that has been full of interest.

Pastor Yuan has suffered much from sickness, he
accompanied Dr. Dunlap on one of his tours in the hope of

regaining his health.

Second Church, Wang Lang: Rev. J. B. Dunlap sup-
plied the church throughout the year. Five new members
have been received. The audience is composed largely of

of the pupils of the Harriet M. House School. They have
a Band of King's Daughters, the object of which is to keep
the members in touch with each other, to promote growth
in grace and to do some useful service. They have given
twenty ticals to the famine sufferers in India, eighteen ticals

to general Christian work, and have seventy ticals for the
new church.
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Third Church, Rajawong: This church is composed

chiefly of Chinese Christians. It has no building, but worship

in a rented room which is kept open every day. Kroo Choy

is Mr. Snyder's faithful helper in this church._ The Siamese

language, the Chinese in more than one dialect, and the

English are sometimes brought into requisition in the var-

ious services of this church. It reports a membership of

eighty-four, of which twenty-six were added this last^ year.

The church has contributed to Home Missions (in Siam),

6i ticals; incidentals, 12; Deacon's fund, 15, and to the

American Bible Society, 21. Total, 109 ticals (about %2y

gold).

Mrs. J. B. Dunlap and Miss Lucy Dunlap have conducted

an interesting Sabbath-school in connection with the Ban-

maw chapel.

PETCHABUREE STATION.

This Station was fairly well manned in the early part of

the year, but was much weakened toward its close. Mr.
and Mrs. McClure left in August for their furlough. Mr.
and Mrs. Armstrong have been compelled, by ill ht^altli, to

return to the United States. Dr. W. J. Swart has been
transferred to Nakawn Station ; so that Rev. and Mrs. R. C.

Jones, with only three years experience, were left to carry

the whole responsibilit}^ of a work calling for not less than
two or three experienced families. Later they were joined

by Dr. and Mrs. E. B. McDaniels, recently arrived from
America.

' ^lljiM

EDUCATIONAL.—Day-school for Boys: Mrs. Mc-
Clure had supervision of the school until March, then Rev,

R. C. Jones took control. The attendance was very small

during the first term ; but after the long vacation, the school

was removed to a more suitable room, the tuition was some-
what reduced on the lower grades, and two teachers were
employed. Improvement was perceptible and the enroll-

ment increased to twenty-nine, with an average attendance
of nineteen. Christian instruction is emphasized at all

times ; and the superior teaching of our school is generally

recognized, though the zeal for free native schools in the

city, both for boys and girls, has attracted many children

who would otherwise be in our schools. The time has not

yet come when it seems practicable to reopen the school

for girls.

MEDICAL.—The medical work has been growing
steadily, and Dr. Swart and his helpers have done much to
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make it a power for good as a mission agency. Daily morn-
ing prayers, Sabbath services, an open reading room, and

much personal work among the patients, have made favor-

able impressions on many hearts ; and some have expressed

a desire to become Christians.

The whole number of patients treated was 2286. There were ^^
inpatients, 120 visits made to the homes of the people, 21 major opera-

tions, 6(i minor operations, and 3400 sales at the dispensary. The in-

crease of major operations, especially, shows the growing confidence

of the people. Receipts have more than covered expenses.

EVANGELISTIC—A number of short tours have been
made into the surrounding country; one as far as Raja-

buree, and many hundreds of people heard the Gospel
preached. Licentiate Boon was the faithful helper of the

missionaries in all kinds of evangelistic work.
Street chapel services were held in the city on Sabbath

afternoons during the greater part of the year. Hundreds
learned something of the Gospel story there. The ever-

changing audiences were from all the surrounding villages,

thus the good seed was sowed "beside all waters."

A special evangelistic effort was made in June, in which all the
missionaries and native Christians participated. The aim was to flood

the city with God's Word, and to stir it as we had never before done.
Leaflets were printed in the Siamese language, containing verses of
Scripture and brief pointed comments. The city was divided into sec-

tions, and each section was assigned to a missionary and a Siamese
Christian, who went in company, leaving a leaflet at each house and
shop and temple throughout the city ; and many were given to people
from the villages. This was repeated with a different leaflet each day
from Monday until Saturday, 2,000 each day ; then 4.000 invitations were
issued preparatory to the following week of special preaching services.

This was preceded and accompanied by much prayer. The result was
a profound stirring of the city. A multitude of people flocked to the
first preaching service such as could not half be accommodated in the
mission chapel. Many attended out of curiosity, certainly, thinking
that something unusual was to be done; and they were eager to know
the interpretation of the words, "The kingdom of heaven is at hand,"
which was the startling announcement of the first leaflet. Some
thought it was the announcement of the completion of the new
railroad ; others thought that some foreign power was taking possession
of Siam; while others understood that it had some spiritual import.
Good audiences of interested listeners assembled twice daily for eight

days.

Soon after that, special services were held in the Chinese language
for several days ; for there is a large Chinese population as well. Sev-
eral Chinese began to take interest in the preaching. One was baptized
and about a dozen others were enrolled as inquirers. A number of these
have since applied for baptism. They began almost immediately to sug-
gest ^ans for a new chapel for the Chinese.

Mrs. McClure and some of the Christian women also conducted Sab
bath afternoon classes that were attended by large numbers of children
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and adults. They worked in neighboring villages during the dry sea-
son, and in the city after the rains began.

The opening of the new railroad between Petchaburce and Bangkok,
this year, will greatly facilitate the work of the St.ition; though it will

also introduce many hindering influences. Missionaries are the fore-

runners of Christian civilization ; but they are usually followed closely

by unprincipled Europeans and Americans whose lives do much to

counteract the good work done. There are hundreds of such men in

Siam to-day. The curious circumstance occurred recently, in the con-
struction of this new railroad, that heathen Chinese workmen refused
to obey the orders of their Christian ( ?) overseers to work on the

Sabbath. Again, on a certain Sabbath, these Christian overseers,
through drink and disagreement about their work, came to blows and
joined in a disgraceful fight, which was witnessed by a crowd of the

Siamese people. The lives of such men inevitably cause the reputation

of Christianity to suffer ; though fortunately the Siamese are learning to

recognize the difference between them and the missionaries.

RAJABUREE STATION.

The burden of all the departments of work rested on
Mr, and Mrs. Cooper during the first half of the year, ex-

cept for the few weeks that Dr. Boyd had charge of the

medical work. Dr. and Mrs. Wachter returned from their

furlough in July.

This Station, like some of the others, has never been
strongly enough manned to permit much aggressive evan-
gelistic work to be done. This fact has led the Board to

seriously consider the advisabiljity of consolidating this

Station with Petchaburee, thirty miles distant, in such a

way as to lessen the local routine work and thus free more
men for the general evangelistic work. The local work,
in an encouraging state of growth at both Stations, how-
ever, offers a serious difficulty to practical consolidation.

This Station is on the line of the new Petchaburee railroad

and will experience the advantages and disadvantages aris-

ing from that fact.

EDUCATIONAL.—

The Suriwong School.—Mr. Cooper had charge of the
school throughout the year. Mrs. Cooper also devoted
several hours each day to the school, giving instruction in

music, penmanship, drawing, etc.

_
The total enrollment for the year was seventy-four, including thirteen

girls. The average attendance for the various months ranged from
twenty-three to fifty-two pupils. "It is encouraging to note that the
attendance has steadily increased during each month of the half year."
"We greatly need a second teacher for primary work; and the increas-
ing school revenues will warrant pledging his salary whenever it is

possible to secure a suitable man."
The free temple schools still flourish, but their competition no longer
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seems to interfere, to any great extent, with the patronage of our self-

supporting pay school, even in the vernacular grades.

MEDICAL.—The dispensary was kept open all through

the year, even when there was no resident physician.

"Every afternoon the sick had the opportunity of obtaining

medicine from Kroo Koo, who has proved himself a very

valuable and efficient helper."

Mr. Cooper had the oversight of this department until

the return of Dr. VVachter, who has carried on the full work
of the department since July. Dr. Boyd had charge of the

medical work and greatly relieved Mr. Cooper for a few
weeks. Dr. Swart was called over from Petchaburee occa-

sionally during the year.

The medical work, both here and at Petchaburee, has

profited by the presence of so many railroad officials and
employees. It is freely patronized by Government officials

also; and it has a great influence in the way of securing

a favorable hearing for the Word and kind regard for the

whole work of the Mission.

EVANGELISTIC.—The usual Sabbath-school and preach-

ing services have been maintained, with increased attendance

during the latter part of the year, but the fewness of the work-

ers has made it impossible to undertake any outside touring.

PITSANULOKE STATION.

Dr. and Mrs. W. B. Toy have faithfully held on in very

trying circumstances, and have kept up all the departments

of work as fully as possible. Mr. and Mrs. B. T. Boon Itt

took a much needed vacation for six months, and were af-

terwards transferred to Bangkok. Mr. and Mrs. Armstrong

were not able to be with them even for company, and the

other Stations could not spare any of their workers to go

to their assistance; hence Dr. and Mrs. Toy were alone

throughout the year. Yet Dr. Toy was able to report

cheerfully, saying: 'Tt is with much gratitude and hearts

filled with thanksgiving that we look back upon the year

just completed." Though tied down so closely, without

the possibility of a vacation, still there was no serious ill-

ness in their family. They were blessed by the birth, in

October, of a son, Albert Edward. They were occasionally

cheered by brief visits from passing Laos missionaries, and

by a short visit from Dr. and Mrs. Brown just at the begin-

ning of the year.

Dr. Brown was greatly impressed with the importance of

this Station as a centre for missionary operations and de-

10
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sired to see it better manned, so that it might more fully

undertake the great work awaiting it.

Rev. and Mrs. A. W. Cooper have just been transferred

from Rajaburee to re-enforce the work at this Station,

PROPERTY AND BUILDINGS.—Dr. Toy's residence

has been almost completed. Material has been purchased
and stored for the new house and Mr. Cooper has been in-

structed to proceed with the erection of it, under the direc-

tion of the Property Committee.
The Mission authorized Dr. Toy to make minor changes

in the plan for the hospital, which His Excellency The High
Commissioner has now offered to erect in memory of his

mother, recently deceased.

EDUCATIONAL.— During the first half of the year, Dr.

Toy took charge of the boy's school and taught the English

classes. When it was known that Mr. Boon Itt would be

retained at Bangkok, Dr. Toy felt that he would have to

close the school ; but his assistant teacher, Kroo Tean Pow,
offered to take charge and do what he could to keep up
the school until re-enforcements should come, considering it

unwise to let the boys return home and thus lose a year of

study. He bravely and successfully carried the whole
burden of the school throug-h the last five months, with the

assistance of a couple of student teachers.

The average attendance v/as twenty-nine pupils, eighteen

of them being boarders. This year, for the first time in its

history, the school fell short of self-support. On account
of the absence of Mr. Boon Itt, the full amount necessary
was not contributed by the friends of the school.

Rev. A. W. Cooper has been appointed to take charge of

the school this 3'-ear. Christian instruction and devotional
exercises are always a feature of the school.

MEDICAL.—The work of this department has steadily

grown, though Dr. Toy has not been able to give his full

time to it, because of so many other demands.
The lack of a hospital building has been a great draw-

back to the work and the recent disturbances in the Laos
country have delayed the work of securing subscriptions

for the new hospital. However, there is good reason to

believe that there will be little difficulty in getting the en-

tire amount necessary to complete the work this next year,

as all the officials and people are greatly interested in it.

Systematic religious instruction and regular services for

the patients have been practically impossible, from lack of

suitable accommodations. About 1600 patients received
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treatment, and 175 visits were made to the homes of the

people.

EVANGELISTIC—Regular Sabbath services have been

maintained through the year, and 105 ticals and 18 atts

were contributed. It was all applied toward the improve-

ment of the chapel building.

Itinerating has been impossible in the circumstances,

though the station is planning to lay much stress on this

branch of the work when the force is sufificiently increased.

Interest has been shown by the boys in school, and some
of them seem ready to accept Christ, but none have yet dared

to take the step that will set them at variance with their friends,

NAKA"WN STATION.

Mr. and Mrs. Eckels have been alone at the Station dur-

ing the greater part of another year. Conditions of travel

were such that Dr. and Mrs. Boyd could not reach them
until March. About a month later Mrs. Boyd began to

show signs of serious illness, and they were compelled to

go to Singapore for medical advice ; and on July first they

started for the United States to seek medical treatment that

could not be risked in that debilitating climate. It was a

matter of great regret to themselves and of disappointment

to the Station that they could not remain. To be so often

deprived of associates and helpers in the work would have

made Mr. and Mrs. Eckels despair were they not possessed

of such dauntless, self-reliant spirits.

For a period of two months, at the beginning of the year,

they were entirely cut ofiF both from postal and telegraphic

communication with the other Mission Stations, five hun-

dred miles away. They were at the same time without

medical assistance had they needed it. Fortunately they

have had fairly good health throughout the year and have

been abundantly blessed in their confident trust in God.

BUILDINGS.—The chapel was thoroughly renovated
and repaired in the early part of the year.

A residence for a physician has been under process of

construction, but the work has been delayed by the diffi-

culty of getting building materials ready.

A third residence is still necessary for the full equipment
of the Station.

MEDICAL.—Dr. W. H. Boyd had charge of this depart-

ment for a few weeks about the middle of the year. Aside
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from that, the burden of the work has rested on Mr. Eckels,

in such a way as to claim a large portion of his time; for

the medical work has steadily increased during the year.

In one month there were 459 dispensary attendances, 13 out-patients

requiring 48 visits, 59 persons prescribed for, 55 dressings of wounds,
ulcers, etc., four minor operations, and 416 sales and donations of medi-
cines. The work of the other months was in the same proportion. Re-
ceipts were far beyond the estimates. Ticals 1200 were estimated as the

probable receipts for the entire year, but 1800 ticals were taken in during
the first six months.

Nai Kot, a Christian man, has given faithful and efficient assistance

in this department.
There is a splendid opening for medical work at this station, and

Dr. W. J. Swart has been transferred from Petchaburee Station to take
charge of it. It is his desire to erect a memorial hospital to the

sacred memory of Mrs. Swart, who yielded up her life among the Siam-
ese people there, a triumphant witness for Christ.

EDUCATIONAL.—The boys' school was open through-
out the year, but with a small attendance. The teacher,

Kroo Chaang, assisted as language teacher for Dr. Boyd,
and as interpreter in the dispensary a part of the time.

EVANGELISTIC—In addition to all the extra drafts

on Mr. Eckels' time, he was able to maintain all the regular

church services, with an attendance about the same as last

year. Mrs. Eckels also had a class for children each Sab-
bath morning; though, in the latter part of the year, it was
changed to a class for women preparing for church mem-
bership.

Obviously, Mr. Eckels had little time for evangelistic

work away from the Station ; but in September, the Station

was visited by Dr. and Mrs. Dunlap and Rev. Yuan and
wife, as stated above. The Station and the church were
greatly refreshed by their visit. Preaching services were
held twice daily for some time, which were well attended
by the Christians and some others.

A communion service was held at which there were
eleven applicants for church membership. Three of these
were wives of members, and from Mrs. Eckels' Bible Class.

All were enrolled in the inquirer's class for further instruc-
tion. The visiting brethren also held services at Haw Moke
and other out-stations where there are Christians. There
were some baptisms and some were added to the roll of

inquirers.
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Chieng Mai: on the Mc (river) Ping, about a month and a half by
Laos boat, or 500 miles in an air-line, north of Bangkok; occupied as

a Mission Station 1867. Missionaries—Rev. Daniel McGilvary, D. D.,

and Mrs. McGilvary, Rev. D. G. Collins and Mrs. Collins, J. W. Mc-
Kean, M. D., and Mrs. McKean, Rev. Howard Campbell and Mrs.

Campbell, Rev. C. H. Denman, M. D., and Mrs. Denman, Rev. J. H.
Freeman and Mrs. Freeman, Rev. William Harris, Jr., and Mrs. Harris,

Rev. Roderick Gillies, Miss Isabella A. Griffin and Miss Margaret A.

McGilvary.

Lakawn : on the Me Wang, four days' land journey, 65 miles south-

east of Chieng Mai ; occupied as a Mission Station 1885. Missionaries

—

Rev. Jonathan Wilson, D. D.. Rev. Hugh Taylor and Mrs. Taylor, Rev.

Robert Irwin and Mrs. Irwin, M. D., C. C. Hansen, M. D., and Mrs.
Hansen, Rev. C. L. MacKay and Mrs. MacKay, Miss Kate N.
Flesson.

Pre: on the Me Yom, four days' land journey, about 65 miles,

southeast of Lakawn; occupied as a Mission Station 1893. Mission-

aries—Rev. J. S. Thomas, M. D., and Mrs., 'i homas.

Nan: on the Me Nan, five days' land journey, about 80 miles, north-

east of Pre; occupied as a Mission Station 1894. Missionaries—Rev. S.

C. Peoples, M. D., and Mrs. Peoples, Rev. David Park and Mrs. Park,

Rev. Henry White and Mrs. White.

Chieng Rai: on the Me Kok, eight days' land journey, no miles, a

little east of north Chieng Mai ; occupied as a Mission Station 1897.

Missionaries—Rev. W. Clifton Dodd and Mrs. Dodd, Rev. W. A.
Briggs, M. D., and Mrs. Briggs, Rev. C. R. Callender and Mrs. Cal-

lender.

In this Country : Rev. D. G. Collins and Mrs. Collins, J. W. Mc-
Kean, M. D., and Mrs. McKean, Rev. Wm. Harris, Jr., and Mrs. Harris,

Rev. Robert Irwin and Mrs. Irwin, M. D., Rev. W. Clifton Dodd and
Mrs. Dodd, Rev. C. R. Callender and Mrs. Callender.

In very trying circumstances, the Mission has made notable

advances. Its working force was seriously depleted. Rev.

W. F, Shields, after " a hard and lonely service in charge of

all the work of Pre Station," has now accepted service in the

home land. Miss Julia Hatch, for health reasons, was finally

compelled to resign from the Mission. So we have lo<^t and

the home church has gained three workers.

But the most serious depletion of the Mission force did not

occur until after the beginning of the rains, and the com-

pletion of the principal evangelistic tours of the year. Then

293
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an unusual exodus of missionaries occurred for furloughs,
nearly all of them overdue. Of the twelve missionaries (six

families) now in this country, all except one missionary came
during the year. Each family needed medical treatment—most
of them surgical—and all are now gaining in health. The
depletion promises to be only temporary, and, with a rainy

season gap between, it has been partly balanced by the re-

turn of three families from furlough and the arrival of two
new families and one new single ordained missionary.

A civil disturbance has greatly hindered the work in Pre,

Lakawn and Chieng Rai. The Western Shans—in contra-

distinction from the Laos and Siamese, who are Eastern

Shans—are subjects of King Edward VII. An attempt on
the part of the Siamese officials in Pre Province to collect

taxes from these Western Shans resulted in an insurrection.

No missionary's life seems to have been in danger from any
intentional violence. Indeed the moral influence of the mis-

sionaries seems to have been increased rather than diminished,

and the ultimate effect will be a gain in our work. But the

temporary effect is an upsetting of plans and routine work in

the three stations named.
In spite of this depleted force of missionaries and these dis-

turbed and disturbing civil conditions, many advances have

been made, as will be seen in the reports of the several Sta-

tions. Especially noteworthy is the advance in self-support

and self-propagation along lines evangelistic and educational.

All the churches meet their own congregational expenses. The
record shows that an increasing number hire their own evan-

gelists for Home and Foreign Missionary work. A tour to the

Ka Mu country, in the French Laos States, shows at once the

crudity and the unusual promise of this Foreign Mission work
by the Laos churches.

Scarcely less rapid is the self-support movement along edu-

cational lines. A state of semi-famine in Pre complicates

the matter of self-support in the Boarding School there, and in

all the stations there are problems yet to be solved in connec-

tion with higher education. But the station reports show an

advance in the number and efficiency of -the parochial schools,

all of which are self-supporting.

CHIENG MAI STATION.

Owing to the departure of the Messrs. Waites for China, as

intimated in last year's report ; the continued absence of Mr.

and Mrs. Campbell and Mr. and Mrs. Freeman ; and the leav-

ing of Dr. McKean in March and Mr. Collins and family in
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June for furloughs; this Mother Station has been very inade-
quately manned. Here are located the Mission Press, the two
Higher Schools, the Mission Training School, and the Treas-
urership of the Mission; all this in addition to the regular

Station work, which in this case is larger than in any other

Station. For example, there are ten churches to be bishoped,

as over against three in Chieng Rai, which ranks next to

Chieng Mai in this regard. The medical work of Chieng Mai
has long called for two physicians instead of one; and being
the seat of goveniment for the Siamese Laos States, the official

and social demands are greater than elsewhere. No wonder
we are told regarding Mr. Harris, who staid bravely at his post

until January 20th, 1903, although his furlough was over-due
more than a year, that "with so many and various duties, it

seemed at one time that he would be unable to hold on until

the work could be given over to others."

The Campbells and Freemans returned November 26, 1902,

bringing with them Rev. Roderick Gillies. Never were work-
ers more sorely needed nor more warmly greeted. A great feast

was made for them by the Christians of Chieng Mai and Lamp-
oon Provinces.

EVANGELISTIC WORK.—Although there were so few
bishops, nine churches out of the ten are mentioned in the Sta-

tion Report as having been visited; and the inference is justi-

fiable that the other one, San Sai, which is one of the most ac-

cessible from the Station, had visitation also.

As worthy of special mention we quote

:

"Licentiate Chia Langka has been most faithful in his parochial vis-

its to these churches,"—the three in Lampoon Province
—"and in his

labors among them and their heathen neighbors."

"Rev. Puk was assigned by Presbytery to this Station, and has

been of great service in the work of visiting the distant churches and
villages.

"Early in the year Dr. McKean paid several visits to this (Me Pu
Ka) church, and helped them in securing teak with which they hope
to build a chapel this dry season."

Mr. Harris reports as follows

:

"Me Dawk Deng Church has closed another encouraging year.

Eleven persons have been received into full communion in the Church,
several of whom were converts from Buddhism. I have been able to

spend thirteen Sundays in this church, besides a week or so in visiting

among the congregation. The church employed their own evanjjelist to

labor among their Buddhist neighbors for about two months, his entire

support coming from the native Christians. A large number of the

congregation also engaged in this work gratuitously. The members of
the church seem to be deeply interested in this evangelistic effort. They
believe that Buddhism is breaking down all about them; the old time
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Buddhist ridicule, contempt, and intolerance, arc giving place to respect
for Christianity, and courteous, often eager, attention to the preaching
of the Word. We confidently expect a large ingathering in the near
future."

But what seems most remarkable is that, at his advanced
age, Dr. McGilvary has been able to accomplish so much in

these evangelistic lines. In January, 1902, he made a tour of
three v^eeks to visit the Muang Pao and Chieng Dao churches,
about sixty miles north of Chieng Mai. It was at Muang Pao
that he was joined by Mr. Collins, and the sixteenth Laos
church was organized then and there.

"The remainder of the dry season was spent by Dr. McGilvary in

visiting the scattered flock connected with the Chieng Mai Church, of
which he was appointed Stated Supply. All of the distant villages were
reached, and most of the individual families visited, from Me Ao, thirty
miles south, to Sa Luang, twenty miles north of the city. The nearer
villages have been visited, and the evangelistic work in the city has
been carried on by Dr. McGilvary since the rains began in June. Of
the work in the citv Dr. McGilvary writes, that the work of visiting
the Buddhist monasteries, seems to have been unusually hopeful. Three
abbots of three leading monasteries in the city profess their disbelief in

finding salvation in the observance of the ethical principles of Buddha.
They are strongly attracted to the doctrines of the Bible; but their
position makes it difficult for them to break loose from the present
bonds by which they are held. Special prayer is asked on their be-
half, that God may open up the way for them to openly profess them-
selves disciples of Christ. Their example would have a wonderful in-

fluence on the community."

There have been thirty-eight accessions to the Chieng Mai
Church on profession of faith, six more than last year.

As the best possible evidence of the hold which the Gospel

has upon the hearts of the elect ladies of the First Church,

Mrs. Denman reports

:

"The Women's Missionary Society as having held eleven meetings,

with an average attendance of thirty-nine. The women themselves have

contributed twenty-five rupees, and the foreigners attending, thirty-

seven rupees. Twenty-four rupees of last year's contributions have
been expended in sending two native evangelists, in and about the

city of Chieng Mai, and thirteen rupees have been sent to the school

for the blind in Canton."

EDUCATIO'NAL.—There are three Mission Schools in

Chieng Mai, and a number of Station Schools. From Mr. Har-

ris' report of the Mission Boys' School we quote:

"Fifty-seven boys were enrolled during the first term and fifty-two

during the second. There are several reasons for the smallness of the

school. First, the steadily increasing emphasis on self-support still

comes hard to people who used to have their children taught, fed,

and sometimes clothed free of charge. Second, the government schools.

. . . Third, the Christian parochial, elementary day-schools now do



NORTH LAOS—CHIENG MAI. 297

at infinitely less cost much of the primary work formerly done by the

city schools. Fourth, the inferior quality of Siamese taught in the

schools. Fifth, owing to the Station being but half manned during the

year, it was impossible to work up the interest in the out-stations."

"During the Fall term Mrs. Denman took charge of the school music.

Seven boys united with the church during the last term. The new
school plant is most needed."

Of the Girls' School, Miss McGilvary writes, in part,, that

it

"has held its usual terms of sixteen and twelve weeks respectively.

During the first term thirty-five pupils were in attendance, and during
the second, forty-nine. I might say that the reasons given by Mr.
Harris for small numbers in the Boys' School are equally applicable

to the Girls' School. As a rule the girls were faithful and conscientious.

Ten girls were from heathen homes. The term closed happily with a

Christmas tree."

The (third Mission School in Chieng- Mai is the Mission's

Theological Training- School, of which Dr. McGilvary says

:

"A short session of three weeks was devoted to the Training School.

We had an interesting class of eighteen enrolled. At their own re-

quest the time was soent in a review of Genesis. In the devotional ex-
ercises of half an hour, passages were chosen that would be helpful in

their village work."

Perhaps the most significant educational item in the Chieng
Mai report is this

:

"Several parochial schools were organized, conducted and supported
entirely by the native Christians this year."

So completely were these schools under Laos management
that the report adds

:

"We have not received definite reports as to the size and duration

of these schools as yet."

Educational work has begun to be not only self-supporting,

but self-governing and self-propagating.

MEDICAL.—We glean from Dr. Denman 's report:

"For over ten years Chieng Mai has been asking for two physicians,

and during the first three months of the year it was our privilege to

try the experiment. Both Dr. McKean and Dr. Denman found plenty

to do, and no difficulty in the division of labor. . . . There has

scarcely been a time during the past twelve months when both the

old and new wards have not been full. . . . There have been
more than two hundred inpatients in the hospital, sixty-two of whom
underwent operations of a serious nature; everyone of these patients

has heard the Gospel, many have shown considerable interest, and a few
have accepted Christ. As heretofore Ai Keo, the faithful nurse, has
done much in teaching and living the Gospel, and during the last

months he has been assisted by a blind man who came to try if an
operation would restore his sight. Though a heathen when he lost
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his sight, he now knows several books by heart, and can tell the Gospel
story with a great degree of minuteness. More than sixty men have
been employed in vaccinating. It has been the aim to have these men
do as much evangelistic work as possible ; and while it has been im-
perfect, hundreds have heard the Gospel message, and hundreds of tracts

have been distributed."

"Mrs. Denman's visits to the hospital have been much appreciated by
many of the patients, and have been the means of interesting many of
them in higher things."

LITERARY.—The year marks a new literary departure.

Dr. Denman has begun the publication of the first Laos news-
paper. It is a modest monthly, called The Christian News.
It be,gins rig-ht, i. e., at the bottom. It will grow with the

growth of the Laos Church ; and this will mean, by God's

blessing, a healthy growth.

MISSION PRESS.—Until his departure in June Mr. Col-

lins pushed the work in this department with his usual energy

and fidelity:

"No one has been formally put in charge of the Press since Mr.

Collins left, but it has been run on the partnership plan. Dr. Denman
and Mr. Harris being the partners. During the four months in which
it has been impossible to give it close supervision there has been less

work turned out. A new cylinder job-press was put in place before

Mr. Collins left which has added greatly to the efficiency of the Press."

The principal work done for the Mission during the year

has been an edition of i,ooo copies of the revised Gospel of

John, a preliminary edition of the new Hymnal, and of the

Tune Book to accompany it. A book of Laos Synonyms, a

Book of Forms for Christian Worship, a monthly edition of

the Laos Christian Nezvs, and the quarterly letters in English,

complete the list.

Pages printed for Mission and Bible Society 500,000

Outside jobs 1,200,000

Total receipts for the year Rupees 13,272

LAKAWN STATION.

Dr. Wilson was absent practically all the year, first accom-

panying his daughter. Miss Margaret, as far as Hong Kong
on her return to the United States. "In China Dr. Wilson

was taken ill and his return was delayed till August. He had

arrived to within a day's travel of the city (Lakawn) when he

was compelled to return to Bangkok, by the broken up condi-

tion of the country, resulting from the Western Shan insurrec-

tion. It was the middle of November before he could again

reach Lakawn."
Mr. and Mrs. Callender had been transferred by the Mission
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to Chieng Rai. Immediately after annual meeting they
began preparations for the trip, but sickness prevented the

final consummation of the transfer. First, Mrs. Callender was
taken sick, and then, just as she was beginning to recover Mr.
Callender was prostrated. As soon as they could go, they were
sent to our mountain sanitarium ; but failing to gain the

strength needed, the physicans recommended immediate fur-

lough. They got started in June. Sorest trial awaited them.
A few days after they sailed from Bangkok, a message was
received from Minister King, announcing the death and burial

at sea in one day of Rolland and Kenneth, their two youngest
sons.

Mrs. Irwin, our physician for the year, owing to extra press-

ure of special cases, herself broke down and retired to the

sanitarium in February.

As Dr. and Mrs. Hansen were absent on furlough, the actual

workers at the Station most of the year were Mr. and Mrs.

Taylor and Miss Fleeson, and their work was much broken

into by the Western Shan insurrection.

In addition to the illness of Mr. and Mrs. Callender and Mrs.

Irwin, the Station has been- bereaved by the death of Rev.

Hugh Taylor's father. Although not under appointment of

the Board, the example of this aged saint was an important

factor in the life of the Church of Lakawn. "A special bond
of union seemed to exist between him and all the aged mem-
bers of the church.'^ Taken all in all, the year has been one of

great distraction.

EVANGELISTIC WORK.—Again in this Station, as in

Chieng Mai, one is impressed by the emphasis laid upon this

fundamental department of work. Mr. Taylor seems to have

visited all the Christian villages, which we are told ex-

tend in each of the four directions for a distance of two

days' travel from Lakawn. He also visited Munag Ngao, four

days to the northeast, where live a goodly company of Chris-

tians, whose membership is in various other churches of the

Presbytery. He reports having visited the districts of Muang
Ngao, Fra Yao, Muang Wang, Che Horn and Me Tui, to the

north and northwest. On his return from this northeastern to

northwestern circuit he took his family with him, and spent

five weeks in the Muang Yao and Bau Kuang districts to the

west. The church has had a year of blessing. Seventeen

souls were added, fifteen of them on confession of faith.

The report of beneficence is noteworthy. The missionary

members of the Station contributed to the church 231 Rs. The

native membership contributed 368 Rs,or about six days' wages
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each ; and cash for wages is hard to get in Lakawn Province.
This church contributed generously to Foreign Missions, Home
Missions and Education, met its own expenses, cared for its

own poor, and for many lepers outside the church, and still has
a healthy balance left in the church treasury.

EDUCATIONAL.—It may be that the civil disturbances
are to prove a blessing to the educational work here. It is true
that the routine work of both Boys' School and Girls' School
was broken into; but that fact may throw the Lakawn Chris-
tians more upon their own resources and make the starting

of parochial day-schoals all the easier. Indeed the Boys'
Boarding School was turned into a Day School for its second
term. Mr. Taylor writes :

"The second term of the Boys' School was necessarily left mostly
to the natives. The school work for the year has consisted of one term
of sixteen weeks for the Girls' School and one term of thirteen weeks
for the Boys' School and a day-school for the boys of eleven weeks."

The total enrolment of the Boys' School was fifty-seven;

Girls' School, fifty-four.

MEDICAL.—This department suffered most this year. Mrs.
Irwin, M.D., was not in rugged health any of the time, and be-

fore many months had to turn over all hospital and dispensary

work to Mr. Irwin. He is a druggist but not a doctor of

medicine. He and Mrs, Irwin left Lakawn in the latter part

of June. From that time until Dr. Hansen's return the medi-
cal work did not have a doctor or a druggist to oversee it.

The following are some of the notes which Mr. Irwin left

as to the medical work up till June 26 : Minor operations, 43

;

patients in hospital, 44; calls for medicine, 1,712; visits, 306;
deaths (only!) 2.

The prospects for next year are brighter. Dr. Wilson, Miss
Fleeson and Dr. Hansen and family have returned, bringing

with them as new reinforcements Rev. C. L. MacKay and

Mrs. MacKay. Mrs. Irwin's health, at last accounts, was im-

proving under treatment in California.

PRE STATION.

There is only one family in the Station, Rev. J. S. Thomas,
M.D., and Mrs. Thomas. And Mrs. Thomas was ill for some
time from a fall and was absent more than two months on ac-

count of the Western Shan insurrection. We cannot do better

than quote from Dr. Thomas' report

:

"During the year the work seemed to progress satisfactorily till

the 25th of July, when the (Western) Shan rebellion broke out. . . .
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Within three clays there was not one Siamese person in the province

—

all were either killed or had escaped. About twenty-three were killed.

. . . . About August i6th the Shans fled to the north. . . .

Even now, the latter part of November, the intense excitement shows
little signs of abatement. The intense excitement of the people has left

little room for mission work among them. Yet the work has not

stopped."

EVANGELISTIC WORK.—Again only one Bishop and

few mature Christian workers, but note the emphasis upon this

work of planting and training the church. Dr. Thomas says

:

"The native workers have done much touring. The sixteen or

more villages having Christians have all been visited by the missionary,

and services have been held in their homes and those villages. Many
other villages have been visited by the workers."

"The members of the church have been faithful in attendance on the

Sabbath services. The collections have been and will be used in

evangelistic work and for repairs to the church building. The num-
ber added to the church on profession of faith is eighteen, and seven
children have been baptized."

God has very signally blessed Dr. Thomas' methods of Sab-

bath-school work and his conduct of daily evening prayers.

In both these lines of service Dr. Thomas elicits and develops

the native worker while keeping himself in the background.

Such training makes self-reliant men, women and children.

Concerning the daily evening service the Doctor writes

:

"At this service we have had more than fifty in attendance at times,

while the average number has been more than twenty-five. During
the last four months of commotion these daily meetings have been
blessings. The patients and their friends have freely attended, while

the Christians in the vicinity have been drawn hither for comfort. Here
the people were told the condition of affairs from day to day and
their fears were quieted by prayer. It is through this channel that

most of the eighteen have entered the fold."

We must not forget to mention the very interesting wo-
man's prayer meeting which Mrs. Thomas conducts every

Saturday afternoon, which from ten to sixteen women attend,

each taking her turn in leading the meeting. The women seem
to grow in grace, as well as in self-confidence and in a knowl-
edge of the Scriptures.

EDUCATIONAL.—During the first half of the year the

school was in session for three months, with an average at-

tendance of about seventeen. Ten of these were boarders from

villages eight to ten miles away. During the past year the

parents could not furnish rice for these children and in view

of the fact that there will not be one-fourth of a crop of rice

in the province this year, the same will be true again.

Evidently the conditions have been unfavorable for self-
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supporting boarding school work. Indeed none of the Mission
boarding schools are wholly self-supporting. Either Pre must
establish self-supporting day-schools or get an appropriation
and a lady teacher for a boarding school. Neither will be easy

;

the former will be in line with the general policy of the Mis-
sion.

MEDICAL.—During the year more than 125 patients have
been in hospital, remaining an average time of more than 18

days. More than 1800 visits have been made to the sick, and
more than 3,500 people have received medical aid from the dis-

pensary. This, with all the work and care of the church, and
writing more than 300 letters, besides the many mimeograph
letters—all this has kept us too busy to think of the lonesome-
ness of the situation, but not so busy as not to wish many
times for help. The dispensary receipts for the year have been

Rupees 1,580.

NAN STATION.

Dr. and Mrs. Peoples and Mr. and Mrs. Park were the

Station force. With the exception of short health trips of each

family to the mountain cottage they spent the year at work. In

the end of the year Mr. and Mrs. Park went down to Bangkok
for a health trip for Mrs. Park and to meet Mr. and Mrs.
White and conduct them up the river.

EVANGELISTIC WORK.—Work was carried on in the

main Station, in Chieng Kam, a district in the northwestern

part of the Province, under the care of Rev. Wong; and in

Chieng Kan, a district in the northern part of the Province,

where regular services were maintained under the conduct of

a layman of the town.

Dr. Peoples mentions several hindrances to vigorous evan-
gelism :

"Medical work was sometimes burdensome; house building; the un-
stable condition of Mrs. Park's health ; and the Western Shan uprising
in Pre, the excitement of which soon spread to the other provinces.
The church, however, advanced steadily. Twelve new names were
added to the roll, two by letter and ten on confession. The attend-
ance upon church services was good and the contributions of the
people encouraging. The congregation paid the salary of Rev. Wong,
in Chieng Kam, and they have several hundred rupees in store toward
the building of a new house of worship in the near future."

Once more we are impressed by the prominence given to

evangelistic itineration.

"In the months of January and February, Dr. and Mrs. Peoples
made a tour of about two months through the districts in the north-
western part of the province, similar to the trip taken by them the
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previous year, as far as Chieng Kam. In Chieng Kam they found
the faithful evangelist, Kam Ai, having done good work during the

year. He was then making a courageous fight against a terrible

scourge of small-pox that was working havoc among the people. He
had vaccinated 187 persons : the lives of many of these persons he
had saved from certain death. With this cloud of pestilence

hanging over the (people, it was impossible for the missionaries
to do any aggressive work. They spent ten days in the village of the

evangelist, visiting and instructing the Christians and catechumens, and
dispensing medicines ; but in many cases it was impossible for those in-

terested to come to the missionaries, neither could they go to the
homes of the inquirers, because of the epidemic. At the end of the

visit, eight (8) persons were baptized and received into the church."

Thence tliey crossed over the mountains to the east and
came to Chieng Kan. At this place ten days were spent visit-

ing- the Christian famihes and teaching. Two adults and one
child were baptized.

"In the month of July, Dr. Peoples made a second tour, of about
three weks, up to Muang La, to fulfill a promise of a visit to the

Christians of that region, made early in the year. The route passed
through ten districts of the province; as far as possible, by a different

course from that previously traversed."

Dr. Peoples says that this was his first experience in tour-

ing- in the wet season. It has several advantageous features,

which he enumerates, but, he adds in closing, the six weeks
necessary to get rid of the fever accumulated during a month's
tour in the rains is a distinct drawback.

EDUCATIONAL.—This year marked the inauguration of

regular school work, under Mr. and Mrs. Park. Whether the

school is a self-supporting day-school or a boarding-school the

Station report does not make clear. Mr. Park enumerates dif-

ficulties. One is that "the children of school age in Christian

families are very few." Another is that "it has been exceed-

ingly difficult to secure a suitable teacher."

"But for six weeks, during the past year, we had a very encouraging
session. The average attendance was about twelve, though for a week
or so it reached as high as seventeen. None of the children knew
how to read ; but during these six weeks several of them had learned
60 or 70 words, whether written or printed.

"Unfortunately, rice planting came, and our teacher had to return
to Chieng Mai. However much we regretted it, the school had to be
closed for want of a teacher.

"Our trip to Bangkok, caused by the condition of Mrs. Park's
health, broke seriously into our plans. We had just found a very
promising young man, a Siamese, one of the dispensary patients.

"When we started down the river, the roof and floor of the tempor-
ary school house were nearly completed, and shortly after we left, Dr.
Peoples had this man take what children he could get and teach them
half of each day. The opening services, each morning, were conducted
by one of the Elders."
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For three months two ni.s^hts of the week, Dr. Peoples con-
ducted a class composed of the Elders of the church, in an
analytical and typological study of the book of Genesis.

MEDICAL.—The medical work moved on at about the

same pace that it took last year. The money receipts were
less than was anticipated owing to the withdrawal of a large

foreign corporation and the loss of patronage

:

"Nevertheless, the medical work is steadily growing in the strength

and breadth of its influence in the community. There is a constantly
widening range of applicants for medicine and treatment, and the regular
patrons are becoming further and further removed from any dependence
upon native medicines.

"There are almost daily calls for surgical operations, most of them
of a minor character. Eight stone cases were successfully operated
upon.

"The evangelistic influence of the department has been very satis-

factory. This is doubtless owing to the fact that all of the assistants
are men of energetic Christian character, and of influence in the c m-
munity."

HOUSE BUILDING.—House building is a heavy tax upon
the missionaries' time and care in this Station.

Dr. Peoples's house, which, at the close of last year, was in the
foundation stage, is now practically complete. On the isth of June
the building was far enough advanced for occupancy. From that time
the work was intermittently carried on until, at present, December, 1902,
it is about finished.

"During the year, Mr. Park has secured, for his residence, the posts,
the door stuff, some of the heavier material and a few boards. He is

now about ready to begin work on the foundation, which means the
under pillars. It has_ proved to be about impossible to secure teak,
which is the most desirable building material, and he is going to make
the experiment of using other woods for all of the board lumber, ex-
cept door stuff and flooring for the verandah."

CHIENG RAI STATION.

At the last annual Mission meeting it was voted to make
this a three family Station. Mr. and Mrs. Callender were to

be added to the force. Their prevention through illness, their

enforced return to the United States, their bereavement at

sea have been mentioned in the Lakawn Station report. At last

accounts both Mr. and Mrs. Callender, after a long time and
protracted treatment, were beginning to build up in strength

again. The furlough of Mr. and Mrs. Dodd was overdue. Mrs.
Dodd was needing medical and surgical treatment, and the

Station physician urged that the furlough be taken after the

touring season this year, though it left only one family in

the Station. As the boat-start for America had to be made
from Chieng Mai, Mrs. Dodd remained there, doing what work
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she was able to do as a member of the Hymnal Revision Com-
mittee, and reccivinp: every hospitality from the members of
Chicn£>- Mai Station. The family left in June. Mrs. Dodd has
been receiving- the needed treatment and is gaining in health
and strength.

Dr. Briggs says:

"It will be seen that there has been but one family in the Station
during the year—with similar prospects for the coming year. This is

not so great a hardship for the missionaries as it is for the work."

EVANGELISTIC WORK.—As in the other Stations, this

has received greatest emphasis. The v^^hole report can be

grouped about the life of its three churches.

Mr. Dodd visited the Christians of Muang- Nawng Kwang.
three days southwest from Chieng Rai, and Mutang Fang, five

days west, on his way home from mission meeting. He also

visited Chieng Sen, two days northeast, as he was starting

to the French Laos States. Dr. and Mrs. Briggs made a

longer visit to the M. Nawng Kwang district and visited

Muang Pan, two davs south, and Muang Tung, three days

east. Dr. and Mrs. Briges were all alone in the Station, even

separated for a time in order to accomplish more, Mrs. Briggs

and the children visiting one out-station and Dr. Briggs an-

other. Hence Dr. Briggs says

:

"We are able to report that every out-station has received a mis-

sionary visit at least once, and some of them have been visited twice,

and even three times. But these visits were necessarilv short. . . .

Nevertheless, good solid work has been done by the Laos Elders and

other Christians. . . And not without results. The Laos Chris-

tian^ have been verv faithful in evangelistic work. Tn addition to the

paid evangelists which the church sends out and supports, at least two

Christian men have gone out every Sabbath afternoon to preach the

Gospel in the city."

But this very activity of the Laos Christians emphasizes the

need for missionary oversight and co-operation in the present

stage of the work.
'

Dr. Briggs very discriminatingly says

:

"The people are so constituted that they prefer to hear from the

missionary himself before being satisfied as to the genuineness of the

Gosnel message. Tn the plan of campaign, therefore, there is, first

the testimony of local Christians; second, that of the evangelists sent

out bv the Laos Church ; third, the clinching testimonv of the mission-

ary. The most difficult part is the oversight of the first two sections

of that plan."

As to the growth of the Christians in grace Dr. Briggs

says

:

"The edification of our young and scattered churches demands

efficient oversight. The growth of the Christians depends pn, nrst,

personal contact with the missionary; second, personal effort m cnns-
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tian work; third, personal study of God's Word; fourth, personal con-

tinuance in public, family and private worship and prayer. We refer

only to the means through which the Spirit ordinarily works. The
missionary must be counted in all of these means in the early stages."

The work of the Holy Spirit has been very manifest in the

lives of some of our Christians. Several manifestations are

instanced. ; ,

(i) "The average oflFering (for the support of the Gospel) per

family has increased." (2) "The Sabbath-school, under the guidance

of Mrs. Briggs, with the day-school teacher as superintendent, has made
good advance." (3) "Efforts to advance the cause of personal and home
cleanliness and tidiness, though in some instances discouraging, are on
the whole bearing good fruit. The Siamese officials were heard tp say

that the only clean places in Chieng Rai belonged to the Christians."

(4) "General thrift is increasing among the converts. These officials

found they could get no one in Chieng Rai to laundry their clothes,

save among Christians. The same applies to building, jolrery, bicycle

repairing, etc." (5) "The Laos are not a martial people, but Christ is

giving them the true soldier spirit. When the Western Shan excite-

ment was at its height, the officials tried to get messengers to ride in

haste to Chieng Mai, but neither by threat nor entreaty could they get

any one until they requested two of our young men, who replied they

were willing to go if the missionary so desired: and they went. At
another time the lives of all the Siamese in Chieng Rai were saved by
the brave and timely actions of .i few Christian young men. .

When the W. Shans attacked the city, the Christians (practically alone
among the residents) remained at the city. ... It was a pleasure

to hear the Laos Governor of the province remark: 'The conduct of
those in Chieng Rai who have a tered the Christian religion is truly

worthy of praise.'

"

As to baptisms: '

]

"While encouraging inquirers to unite with the catechumens and to

take a stand as believers, we have kept baptism from some
who have been catechumens for over a year, but seem to need further

probation." Again some candidates ready for baptism could not be
visited, owing to the insurrection. The total baptisms were therefore

only six, with two children of the church received into full communion,
in all eight on profession. Twenty-five new catechumens were en-

rolled, making forty-seven in all."

EDUCATIONAL.—The educational work of the Station is

wholly in the hands of the church. There are two schools.

The day-school for children of both sexes has contintied

since February, four hours every morning, except Sunday. It

is taug-ht by a former pupil of the Chieng Mai Boys' School.

All expenses have been met by the parents of the children.

The other school is very young. One of the girls who studied

in the day-school here and had taken a term in the Girls'

School at Chieng Mai now teaches under the direction of Mrs.

Briggs a class of women, on the veranda of the physician's
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house, every afternoon. The aim is to have every Christian,

young and old, able to read the Word of God.

MEDICAL.—The medical work of the Station is not as

large in proportion to its church work as in other Stations.

There are no Europeans and few Asiatic foreigners. But the

soul saving- power of bodily healing work is the same as else-

where. The physician reports

:

"The new dispensary assistant has been a great help in every way.

He and his wife are both faithful Christians. At least one new be-

liever can be traced to their work. The receipts have increased, so that

we hope to more than pay expenses this fiscal year. The scheme of

minor branch dispensaries, begun by Dr. Denman, has been decidedly

encouraging this year. Christians in distant places can buy medicines,

thus avoiding a temptation to employ spirit doctors. Outsiders are

beginning to depend considerably on the Christian medicine. This year

two new families have been won by this means."

THE REGIONS BEYOND.

Led by Dr. McGilvary, the North Laos Mission has ex-

tended its labors beyond the Siamese Laos States. Especially

did the tours of 1897 expand the Mission's vision and enlarge

its sympathy to take in the Laos people in French, British and

Chinese territory. And the blessing of God upon the apostolic

labors of Dr. McGilvary in 1898 gave us a definite hold in

French territory at Muang Sai. This is fifteen hard days' jour-

ney from Nan, our nearest Station.

The work began among the Ka Mu', a large hill tribe ex-

tensively scattered in Indo-China and China itself. Since 1898

the work among the Ka Mu believers has had to be done by

Laos evangelists, paid by the Laos churches.

By Mission and Presbytery appointment, Mr. Dodd took

with him Laos helpers, paid by the churches, and visited these

Ka Mu Christians February and May, 1902. By the power of

the Spirit speaking from the Word, some abuses were cor-

rected ; forty-nine new members were received to the Lord's

table; thirty-six children were baptized; one whole village of

fifty-five adults entered as catechumens, and six other villages

announced their intention of doing the same. But no per-

mission has yet been obtained for establishing a Mission Sta-

tion in French territory. The oversight of this Ka Mu work

meanwhile naturally falls to Nan Station. For the sake of this

Ka Mu work, and also in order to the working of all the

Southern French Laos States, Dr. Peoples makes a strong

plea for a strong Station at Nan.


