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The whole church contributed $ 35,000 less than the previous year,

and its Sabbath -schools $ 6,000 less.

The contributing churches diminished last year by fifty -nine.

The non-contributing churches increased last year by one hundred

and thirty - five.

Why was this ?

Of the above twenty -six missions, eight are among the American

Indians, manned by only seven American missionaries — forcibly, sug

gesting the inquiry, Would not these eight weak missions be more

efficiently conducted under the supervision of our Home Missionary

Board, and this supervision exercised as far as possible by the different

Presbyteries with which these seven missionaries are, or ought to be,

connected ?

This same inquiry presses in regard to the two or three missionaries

laboring among the Chinese of California.

Identified with their Presbytery, and greatly needing its coöpera

tion, would not such coöperation be better secured, and become far

more effective, by transferring this work wholly to the Presbytery,

leaving it to ask from the home board all needed help ?

With such adjustment, our foreign board would have but seventeen

missions, and these in the strictly foreign fields, viz.: Mexico, South

America, Africa, India, Siam, China, Japan, Persia and Syria.

This would greatly reduce the supervision of our foreign work, and

increase means and facilities for enlarging this work in the most

needy and promising fields.

The one hundred and twenty ordained missionaries reported in

1877, may be viewed in contrast with the one hundred and thirty -four

of last year, a falling off of fourteen in a single year, viz.:

4Among the American Indians,

In South America,

In Japan,

In Siam ,

• In Syria,

In Africa,

In India,

3

1

1

1
.

1

4

Total ,

Gain in Persia,

15

1.

Total loss , 14
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The following table presents statistics for 1876 and 1877 :
:

American Mis- Native Com

sionaries. municants.
Net Gain.

Gain Per

Cent.
MISSIONS.

1876. | 1877. i 1876. | 1877. 1876. 1877. 1876 1877
ज 19

Amer. Indians....

Mexico ....

South America....

Chinese in Cal....

China.....

Japan ..

Siam .

India .

Persia ..

Syria

Africa

11

4

15

2

24

4

8

36

8

13

11 14

7

4

12

2

24

3

7

32

9

12

8

1595

2300

771

64

1157

118

62

769

760

498

483

1763 16 168 1 101

2500 1300 200 130 83

879 123 108 14

70 4 6 6 % 93

1319 14 162

255 72 137 156 : 116

108 13 46 261 74

761 112 1 8 loss 17

840 37 loss 80 101

573 15 75 3 15

564 44 81 10 161

c
o
oc
o

134 120 8577 9632 1676 1055 243 12 }

This reckoning omits Rev. Mr. Neander, whose mission in New

York was relinquished in 1876–7 .

The severest trials and losses the past year have been in India.

One India mission, Kalapoor, has been measurably prospered, its

reported gain being seven communicants, which is at the rate of

twenty per cent. The two North India missions report three mis

sionaries less, and fifteen native communicants less than at the begin

ning of last year.

This estimate of mission progress, by actual figures, has its draw

backs, and yet, if made continuously, year after year, it is, doubtless,

the best and most correct estimate attainable .

In all really progressive missions, we may look to see the losses of

one year overbalanced by larger gains in other years . The mission

in Persia is a case in point. In 1876, it reported a loss of thirty

seven dative communicants, but in 1877 it reports eighty accessions,

which exceeds that loss by forty -three, showing a net gain of forty

three communicants in two years.

The mission of this board receiving the largest number of commu

nicants the last year is that in Mexico, with only four American mis

sionaries. The one receiving the largest percentage of new commu

nicants is that in Japan, with only three American missionaries.
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Other facts and inferences may be drawn from the above table,

which may be studied with profit.

In regard to the falling off of the fourteen missionaries, in a single

year, 1876-7 - or fifteen , if we include Mr. Neander, of New York

we observe a partial explanation in the Monthly Record, of October,

page 305. The whole number of laborers, for two years, is set down

as follows, viz. :

YEAR .

51 111876 ..

1877 ...

135

120

81

101

158

172

458

447

894

90152 9

The explanation given in the Record is, that four of the one hun

dred and thirty - five American ministers “were government teachers,,

erroneously reported as connected with the board , though appointed

on its recommendation .” We may confess ourselves surprised that

such an error could ever have been made, but are thankful that, after

two or more years' continuance, it is now at length corrected . The

church and Christian public desire to know the number of preaching

missionaries supported by the board . The number of teachers sup

ported by government, among the Indians, is an item of interest in

itself , but to blend the two classes in one, prevents the public from

knowing the actual number of either . We hope none of the one

hundred and twenty missionaries reported this year are to turn out

mere government teachers.

But it deserves notice, that the above explanation still leaves the

one hundred and thirty -one missionaries in the service and pay of the

board , in 1876, reduced to one hundred and twenty (eleven less) in

1877, a reduction much to be regretted, as the ordained missionaries

are the most important agents in every mission field .

In connection with the above explanation , in the Monthly Record,

we notice some views on

NATIVE MINISTERS AND HELPERS,

which may be profitably enlarged and qualified somewhat. The

above statistics of laborers in 1876 and 1877, shows an increase of
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native laborers, of one native minister and twenty native licentiates.

With an eye to this, the Record remarks : “ We are particularly

glad to see the increased number of native ministers and licentiate

preachers. The training, and the active labors of these native breth

ren, are of the greatest moment in the progress of missions. Event

ually , the work of evangelization in each country must pass into their

hands."

True, and a truth which cannot be too constantly borne in mind ,

and made to influence all plans and efforts of boards and missionaries

in every field . We wish the increase of native laborers in our

Presbyterian missions in 1876–77, were cause of more gladness, both

for their number and their character.

As to their number, it may be noted that, though the increase is

one native minister and twenty licentiates, yet the column of native

teachers and Bible readers shows a falling off of eleven . The total

gain of the year, in native helpers, is, therefore, only ten .

As to their character, the year has brought its trials and defections

-one a very sad defection of a native pastor in India .

On the whole subject of native helpers, we venture here two

remarks, for the consideration of our boards and their secretaries,

and more especially of missionaries , on whom the responsibility in

this matter of choosing, training, and employing native helpers, ought

to rest, and must rest :

1. First, boards and secretaries can do little here. After doing

what they can to supply funds, their wisdom is to trust to the wisdom ,

piety, zeal, and judgment of the missionaries who know the native

converts, and by whose labors they have been won to Christ. Beyond

the discussion of general principles , with kindly advice and sugges

tions, no interference can be attempted here by those in authority, in

Christendom , without peril to vital interests.

2. Our second remark pertains to this estimate of progress in the

work from the number of native helpers employed in the missions .

Such estimate may be misleading. Our Presbyterian foreign work

has not yet reached a stage at which such estimate can be at all relia

ble. If we would infer little or no inferior progress in one mission ,

because of few native employés in it, we should need to check this

inference by the varying judgments of missionaries on this point,

nor less by the character of the converts, the inducements, ever vary
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ing in different localities, drawing converts to secular pursuits, and

other considerations too numerous to classify here.

So, on the other hand, if we would infer that the mission employ

ing the largest band of native helpers, is making progress greater,

and has prospects brighter, than all others, a more careful investiga

tion would sometimes disclose the fact that there had not been suffi

cient discrimination as to the number and character of those admitted

to mission service ; that not only were there cases of insufficient

training and preparation, and of unworthy characters among them,

but we might discover that the moral and spiritual influence of a

mission on the heathen, and on itself, can be damaged by having too

great a proportion of its converts in the service and pay of the

mission, even when such employés are correct in moral character and

life. As illustrating, somewhat, the point in hand, we give the fol- .

lowing table, compiled from the last annual report of our Presbyte

rian Foreign Board, showing the number of communicants and

native helpers of all grades in each one of the missions, and also the

percentage of all the communicants in each mission thus employed

>

by it :

NATIVE HELPERS EMPLOYED IN THE DIFFERENT MISSIONS.

MISSIONS. Communicants.

Native Per cent. of con

Helpers. verts employed .

American Indians....

Mexico ....

South America ..

Chinese in California ..

China...

Japan

Siam ...

India .

Persia

Syria ...

Africa

1763

2500

879

70

1319

255

108

761

840

573

564

ង ប ន ប
ង 0.68

0.88

1.93

7.14

6.67

0.78

4.62

22.07

18.09

22.94

3.54

5

168

152

120

20

Totals...... 9632 611

We commend this table to the thoughtful study of our brethren

laboring among the American Indians, nor less so to those labor

ing in India, Syria and Persia . Is it not strange that only twelve

Christian workers are found in the American Indian Missions, the


