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of some heathen race will be covered with the pure sweet blossoms
of heaven : and thus, as all the Churches plant, the end of the
mission will be fulfilled, the desert will blossom as the rose, and
the ransomed of the Lord shall come to Him with songs and ever-
lasting joy upon their heads.

II. THE KARENS OF BURMA.

Whence their Biblical Traditions ?

To what origin shall we refer the practice of sacrifices of any
and all kinds —as found among the early Aryans, and almost all
other tribes, nations and races of men, in all ages of the world, to
the present time? How shall we account for the traditions, exist-
ing both among the most cultivated and the most ignorant and de-
based of the human race, in all ages and lands of the world—tra-
ditions of the Creation and Fall, of the Garden and Temptation from
the Tree of Life, of the Deluge and a coming Golden Age, and of
many or most of the great events recorded in the Old Testament
Scriptures ? These inquiries suggest a field of study and explora-
tion altogether limitless. We have stated them here, not with a
view to prosecute this study now, or even enter upon it, but rather
to introduce a striking illustration of some of these traditions, as
found among one of the lowest and most debased tribes of the
race.

The accounts of the Karens of Burma by the early Baptist
Missionaries in that country awakened our profoundest interest and
an irrepressible desire to learn the origin of their traditions and
views so strikingly accordant with the Bible record. We have
made little or no progress in this study, but give our readers a few
pages of these Karen views and traditions, and will be thankful for
any light they will throw upon them. We are indebted to the
Missionary Herald of the Presbyterian Church of Ireland for the
specific form in which these traditions are here presented : —

Among the wild and uncivilized communities of Upper and
Lower Burma, the strangest are probably the so-called Karen
tribes. They a: e a vesy primitive people, of a very degraded type ;

and excepting a few in the British dominions, are essentially savages.
They form two great and well-marked divisions, the Karen-Pyoos
or White Karens, also called the Sgaws, and the Karenees, or
Red Karens, often designated Pye-ya. The latter are a turbulent
set, found principally outside the Burman frontier, from the Htoo
River to the Banks of theSalween. Their favorite occupations are
man-stealing and theft. They are the terror of traders, and rob the
Shans, Siamese, and Burmans, among whom they are wedged in,
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with rigorous impartiality. Per contra, they are said to treat their
slaves extremely well. The White Karens are of a totally different
disposition. They are timid, quiet, and submissive, and have been
oppressed alike by Talain, Shan, Siamese, and Burman. The
Bhuddists designate them Pye-ya, or " wild men," on account of
their ignorance and barbarism. They live in the very simplest
style; a knife, axe, a bucket, a pot or two, and a portable little fire-
place, constituting the sole and whole possessions of a White Karen
family. They have no literature, no writings, and stranger still, no
idols. They are extremely shy and live in the wildest and most
inaccessible parts.

When first seen by European travellers forty or forty-five
years ago, the Karens were described as savages and atheists. Sub-
sequently it was found that this strange people, far from being irre-
ligious and infidel, was possessed of a body of traditions so remarka-
bly like those of the Jews as to challenge something more than
mere comparison. Still more startling was the discovery made
later on, when the British acquired Upper Burma and the language
of the Border Tribes began to be studied, that the Karens actually
designated their Deity by the same name as the ancient Hebrews,
that is " Yu-vah." In their own words, or rather the words of
their historic sacred songs, they boasted that " the Sgaws have the
word of Yu-vah." And a further investigation led to the recovery
of a great portion of these Karen traditions, which whatever view
one may take as to their origin, are of the very utmost interest to
Jewish readers. There is no question of mere resemblance in the
traditions we shall quote, for they appear to be actually identical.
Nor is this all. The verbal analogies are so very marked, and the
phraseology so clearly suggestive of Old Testament forms, that it
seems impossible, when the isolation of this strange tribe is taken
into account, along with the fact that no such legends are else-
where known in Eastern Asia, to doubt that the Karen Sagas are
derived from Jewish sources. So remarkable indeed is the resem-
blance in every respect, that it can hardly fail to strike even the
most superficial reader. The traditions, it must be pointed out,
have two forms, one in prose, and the other in verse.. The former
is that used by the chiefs when addressing their brethren, and the
latter is that chanted at funerals, and possibly on other solemn
occasions.

The first of their sacred traditions has reference to God and
his existence. The Deity is termed " Kutra " or " Great Lord,"" Pu " or " Great Ancestor " but his appellation is " Yu-vah."
They predicate God's supremacy thus, "Oh my children and
grandchildren ! The earth is the treading place of the feet of the
Lord ; heaven the place where He sits; He sees all things and we
are manifest to him." The poetic version runs as follows :—
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Yu-vah is unchangeably eternal,
He was in the beginning of the world :
Yu-vah is endless eternal,
He existed in the beginning of the world :
The life of Yu-vah is endless,
A succession of worlds does not measure His existence,
He dies not in succession on succession of worlds.

Like the Jews, the Karens represent God's countenance as
shining. " His countenance shines like the rays of the sun, the
wicked cannot look upon him, His glory lights the heavens." In
addition, they object to the use of the word " Yu-vah " as a des-
ignation of the Creator. " Oh my children ! Oh my grandchildren !
call not God Yu-vah, by calling him Yu-vah, He will only go fur-
ther from us." In the poetic tradition the same idea finds expres-
sion :—

God created us in ancient times,
And has a perfect knowledge of all things,
Call Him not Yu-vah, but Great Ancestor,
For when men call His name He hears.

Of the Creation they have the following account, and the
peculiar phraseology as well as the repetitions which are so char-
acteristic of the elevated style of Hebrew composition should be
noted throughout : " God created Heaven and Earth ; then the
creation of Heaven and Earth was iinished. He created the Sun
and the Moon and the Stars ; then the creation of the Sun, Moon
and Stars was finished. He created again, creating Man. He
created Man first from the earth ; then the creation of Man was
finished. He created a Woman ; He took a rib out of a man and
created again ; then the creation of Woman was finished. He
created again Creating Life ; He took of His Life, and he breathed
into the nostrils of the two persons, and they became living things ;
then the creation of Men was finished. He created again creating
Food and Drink ; He created Rice and Seed ; Fire and Water ;
Beasts, Elephants, and Birds ; then the creation of Animals was
finished."

It may be noted that the Karens, like many Semitic peoples,
actually believe that a man has one rib less than a woman, and in
their exhortations they say : " Children and Grandchildren ; woman
at first was only a rib of man, therefore women should obey men
in all things." This will suggest to many the well known Medrash
inculcating a similar moral. Of the Garden of Eden, Man's Temp-
tation and Fall, the Tree of Life, and the Primeval Curse, they
have detailed traditions. The following is the injunction of the
Creator when man was taken into paradise :—M My son and daugh-
ter," said Yu-vah, " I make and give you a garden. In it are
seven kinds of fruit. Among them, one is not good to eat. If
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you eat of it, you will grow old and die. All in the world I give
to you. Eat and drink with care. Once in seven days I will visit
you." The poetic version of the fall runs as follows :—

In ancient times God created the world.
He appointed food and drink :

He appointed the Fruit of Trial ;

He gave minute commands ;

But Satan deceived the two ;

He caused them to eat the Fruit of the Tree.
They obeyed not and believed not God ;

They ate the Fruit of the Tree of Trial,
They became subject to Sickness, Age, and Death.

In the Karen version of the Fall, Satan is not the Nahash, or
cunning serpent, but the " Great Dragon," who has the power of
assuming the shape of either man or woman. The actual tempta-
tion is thus described :—

Satan appeared deceiving unto death,
The woman E u and the man Tha-nai ;
The Dragon took the yellow Fruit,
And gave to eat to the children of God ;

They did not observe the words of God,
They were deceived into wretchedness,
And God turned his back on them.

In this version the name of the woman E-u is to be noted for

a sufficient reason. It proves that the tradition, as given, could
not have been derived from any missionary since both Roman
Catholic and Protestant teachers give the name in the form Awa in
that part of Eastern Asia. In the Tribal exhortations the Fall is

further related :— " Oh children and grandchildren ! In the beginning,
God, to try man whether he would obey his command, created the
Tree of Life and the Tree of Death. Concerning the Tree of
Death, God said eat not of it. Not believing, man ate of the Tree,
and God hid the Tree of Life. And because the Tree of Life has
been hidden since, men have died."

Had they obeyed and believed God
We had not been subject to Death.
Had they obeyed and believed God,
We had prospered in our doing.
Had they obeyed and believed God.

Concerning Satan, the Karens believe also that he was formerly
an Angel, but by disobedience " fallen from his high " estate. They
are therefore in possession of the legendic tradition upon which
the argument of Milton's " Paradise Lost " is founded. They have
several names for man's ancient adversary. They call him " Kup-
law " the " Deceiver," and more curiously still, " Yau-kaw," the" Trodden-upon," in allusion to their belief that hereafter, man is
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destined to place his heel upon the arch-enemy's neck in token of
victory over him. The tradition as to Satan runs as follows: —

Satan in ancient times was righteous,
But he trangressed the commands of God,
Satan in ancient times was holy,
But he departed from the love of God,
And God drove him away.

It is further worthy of note that the Karens believe that Satan
will ultimately be destroyed. " Oh my children ! Oh my grand-
children ; though we were to kill Satan, he would not die now ; but
when the time of our salvation comes, God will kill him " A sim-
ilar belief, with of course a symbolic application, is embodied in
the well known passage of the Hagada, " He shall slay the Angel
of Death." To many who note the extraordinary resemblance
between the foregoing traditions and those embodied in the legen-
dary portions of the Old Testament, a very simple explanation will
not unlikely present itself. Could not these fragments of archaic
Semitic religious symbolism have been derived from some Portu-
guese Christian trading with the further Indies, or Christian mis-
sionary, many of whom no doubt visited Burma ? But one fact
militates against such a theory : the Karens when first discovered
knew nothing of Christianity, nothing of Jesus of Nazareth, noth-
ing of Baptism or the Crucifixion, nothing of the New Testament,
its dogmas or teachings. And any Christian who had been at the
trouble of teaching them so much of the Old Testament, as a know-
ledge of their traditions presupposes, would never have omitted to
tell them something of the founder of Christianity and the great
central dogmas of the Christian faith. But of all this, as we have
said, they know absolutely nothing. Other Karen traditions, no
less suggestive of a Jewish origin, we shall indicate in another
article.

II.
The Karens are divided into two religious sects, the ordinary

Sgaws, or common people, and the Pu-ras, or observant men. They
seem to correspond somewhat to the division, among the early
Jews, into laymen and Nazarites. The ordinary Karen plucks out
his beard, after the custom of the neighbouring savage tribes, and
offers sacrifices to evil Spirits ; the Pu-ras, on the contrary, suffer
the beard to grow, as they allege after the fashion of their fathers,
and do not permit of offerings to demons. They have, moreover,
a thoroughly Semitic objection to the hog and hog's flesh. They
say that, formerly, when they were accustomed to slaughtering cattle,
they had to slay their beasts so quickly that the creatures had not
time to utter a single cry of pain. Like the Jews, they believe that
they were formerly " especially beloved by God ;

" but, by reason
of their disobedience, they have lost their books, their nationality,
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and their King. Their traditions run as follows :— " Oh children ! Oh
grandchildren ! Formerly God loved the Karen people above all
others; but they transgressed His commands, and, in consequence
of this, we suffer as at present. Because God cursed us, we are
afflicted as now; we have no books or King. But He will save us
yet again ; God will again have mercy on us and love us above all
others."

The Karens were cursed by God,
They have no happiness now,
God gave them commands, but not a single one obeyed Him:
The men of ancient times had perverse ears,
Therefore we had to suffer ;
The men of ancient times had ears of hardness,
And we have thereby suffered.

Of the confusion of tongues, recorded in the Babel legend of the
Bible, and the subsequent dispersion of mankind, there is something
more than a mere echo in the following adjuration :—" Oh my
children ! Oh my grandchildren ! Man had at first but one father
and one mother; but they did not love each other, and they became
enemies ; then their language became different and they hated each
other and fought."

Men were all brethren,
Then had we the language of God.
But they disbelieved God's word,
And became enemies to each other :
Because they disobeyed God,
Their language was divided;
God spoke to them in commands
But they disbelieved Him and were divided.

Like the Jewish belief in the Messiah, a temporal king, and an
ideally happy future condition of men is the teaching of the Karens
in the following prose and poetic adjurations :—" Oh my children !
Oh my grandchildren ! The Karens will yet again dwell in the
golden edifice. If we do well, God will put an end to all the other
rulers. A Karen King will appear, and when he comes there will
be^happiness."

When the Karen King appears,
There will only be one ruler;
When the Karen King appears,
There will be neither rich nor poor;
When the Karen King arrives,
Even the beast will be happy ;
When the Karens have their King,
Lion and leopard shall leave their savageness.

In some remote future period the Karens believe the Divinity
will make Himself manifest to man, and usher in a reign of peace
and good-will ; and, descending upon earth, will judge mankind,
punishing the wicked and rewarding the good: —
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At the appointed season Yu-vah will return,
And the dead tree> will bloom again ;
At the appointed year Yu-vah will return,
And mouldering trees will blossom again.

Previous to this happy consummation there will be—as in the
vision of the Jewish prophet Malachi—a time of tribulation and
trouble :—

God will come down with a trumpet,
He will descend with a sound of trumpet ;
Blowing He will gather men like flowers,
He will gather them like tree blossoms;
God will strike and the earth will quake,
And God will purify the earth.

As a sign of the times, " the great mountain shall become as a
plain " and " great hills shall be levelled ;

" and after that :—
Good persons, the good to God shall go ;

Righteous persons, the righteous to Heaven :
Unrighteous persons, the unrighteous
At death shall to Hell ;
Wicked persons, the bad
Shall into the fire of extinction ;
Wicked, the wicked
Shall fall into lowest Hell.

The Karens are cautioned against disregarding the time of
God's judgment, and are warned to give heed to the teachings of
those sent in advance to prepare them :—

When the teacher comes to teach them,
If they believe not, they will be destroyed ;
When the teacher arrives and teaches you,
If you believe not, you will be utterly destroyed.

Those who are faithful and give ear to the admonitions of the
elders will, in their naive phraseology, " go to the New Town and
the New City, and shall enjoy the golden palace." In Heaven, the
Karen expects to find sacred beings, like the " angels " of the Old
Testament, expecting the behest of the Creator. They are denom-
inated " Sons of Heaven," and are thus described :—

The Sons of Heaven are powerful,
They sit by the seat of God ;
The Sons of Heaven are righteous,
They dwell together with God ;
The Beings whom God employs,
To execute His purposes,
Have, to the present time,
The abiding place of God.

The Karens have a very large number of injunctions bearing
upon uprightness of life and morality of conduct. They are all
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strictly in accordance with Old Testament teachings, and bear the
most extraordinary resemblance, in their phraseology, to that em-
ployed in the Old Testament Scriptures. There are commands
referring to the love of God, prayer, idolatry, repentance, almsgiv-
ing, humility, love of our fellow-creatures, humanity towards ani-
mals, the honouring of parents, false swearing, forbearance, love of
one's enemies, and indifference to earthly things, differing in no
essential respect from the teaching of the Bible. It would be diffi-
cult, in the compass of a brief article, to give anything like a list of
these— interesting though they would be for comparative purposes.
We may, however, quote what they say as the qualifications of a
"Disciple ofYu-vah:" —

Yu-vah created the Earth,
Would'st thou become a Disciple of Yu-vah ?
Yu-vah established the Earth,
Would'st thou become a disciple of Yu-vah ?
Then live apart from the ungodly,
For they live regardless of God,
And say Yu-vah is dead.

In reference to the worship of the Deity the following is also
worth quoting:

Can'st thou go up and worship Yu-vah ?
You call yourselves the Sons of Yu-vah,
How often have ye prayed to Him ?
Ye call yourselves the children of God,
But how often do you call upon Yu-vah ?

What strikes one even more than the resemblance of many of
the Karen traditions to those of the ancient Jews is the phrase-
ology, to which we have called attention in the course of this paper.
Such phrases as "God descends with the trumpet," .

" God cannot
look upon iniquity," " The heathen are ungodly," " They sit by
the seat of God," " God enlightens the Heavens," "The earth is
God's treading place," " The earth will quake," and so forth, which
abound in the traditions of the Karens, are veritable Bible locutions,
and are used in, what we may term, a Biblical sense. And like
the traditions themselves, scarcely leave it possible to doubt that
they must have been derived from Jewish sources. If such beliefs
and legends had been found among a more civilised people, or
tribes in more direct communication with strangers, the circum-
stance would have been striking enough. But the Karens are
among the lowest of the savage races of the Burmese border lands.
There is no pretence of civilisation about them, and no traces of
similar traditions and beliefs have ever been discovered among the
wild peoples by whom they are surrounded, and among whom they
have always lived. A people so low in intelligence, so utterly
barbarous, could never have originated such a series of traditions,
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even if it were possible, which it is not, to admit that the resem-
blances apparent are merely accidental. They must have been
derived from foreign sources. But, isolated as the Karens have
always been from outside influences, and living for the most part in
districts inaccessible to strangers, the problem becomes a most
perplexing one. It is impossible to believe in the " remnant of the
Ten Tribe theory," favoured by the American missionaries, Mason
and Boardman. Nor, as we have pointed out, is there any likelihood
of the Karen traditions having been derived from Christian mission-
aries or travellers. There is only one alternative : they must have
been derived through Jewish sources. But how, and in what man-
ner, seems destined for all time to remain a mystery.

III. SENDING MONEY TO FOREIGN MISSIONS.

This subject is of sufficient importance to justify frequent and
repeated discussion. Among those who contribute to foreign mis-
sions, the amount of ignorance on this point is strange and unac-
countable. Some fail to consider what proportion of their gifts
reach the work among the heathen ; some seem to exercise no
thought or care, even, on the subject, but yield to a feeling of self-
complacency that they have given a little to this cause, whether it
reaches and benefits the heathen or not. The skeptical and unchar-
itable often exaggerate the charge for remitting the gifts to the
missions, and seem to find in their mistaken and uncharitable views
an excuse for not giving at all. We take the following statement
from the Toronto Presbyterian Review of March 31, 1887, append-
ing a few comments of our own, hoping the views and facts here
stated may help to a better understanding of this subject by all who
give and pray for this work among the heathen: —

HOW MISSIONARY MONEY IS SENT TO THE FOREIGN FIELD.

A Correspondent writes to us as follows: —
" Could you kindly explain in a few words through the Review, the way in which

missionary money is transmitted to foreign lands. In seeking to raise money for foreign
missions, this objection is offered : 1That it costs too much to send my money to the
heathen.' Some tell us that one individual receives $1,200 for doing nothing more than

simply sending the money collected from different churches to the foreign field. Is this
true ? If so, to what extent ? Could you tell us how it is sent, by whom, and what he
receives for it. It is but right that our people should know how their money is used ."

"(1 ) The Foreign Mission funds are received and disbursed by the
regular Agents of the Church, Rev. Dr. Reid, Toronto, for the
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