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BRIEF NOTES ON NEW BOOKS OF A MISSIONARY CHARACTER.

James Hannington. By F. C. Dawson, M. A. A. D. F. Randolph & Co. , N. Y.

This is a graphic story of the life and work of the first Bishop of Eastern

Equatorial Africa. It has already gone through six editions in England ,

and two here. It is a thrilling narrative. There are many incidents of

great interest in the volume; but the central figure is the manly, unselfish,

heroic Hannington, whose martyrdom so shocked the Christian world. The

reading of the book has suggested so many useful and instructive thoughts

that it is the purpose of the editors to give hereafter a special article on the

subject of this memoir.

.

The Cross and the Dragon. Rev. B. C. Henry of Canton . A. D. F. Randolph & Co.

Few books of 500 pages contain more interesting and useful matter. Mr.

Henry is an acute observer. He has eyes and ears and knows how to use

them : and he has the rare quality of being able, both by his tongue and pen,

to reproduce in vivid, graphic style, those matters which are most apt to

enchain the attention of the hearer or reader. This book will be one of the

standard books on Missions.

Siam, or The Heart of Farther India. By Mary L. Cort. Published by Randolph.

This book, in size and style, corresponds to The Cross and the Dragon,

and is not unlike it in value and power to interest and instruct. Few people

know what a unique country and people are presented in this book, about

which so little has been known until of late. The supreme king, Chulalang

korn, is a wise, intelligent, charitable monarch: like his father before him a

patron of art, science and literature. In this empire all practical hindrances

seem removed to missionary work. There have been no marked results

which can be expressed in figures and statistics, but the gospel seems to be

slowly but surely preparing for a great conquest. We advise everybody to

read Miss Cort's book.

The Dragon, Image, and Demon : or, the Three Religions of China, Confucianism, Budd

hism, and Iaoism, giving an account of the Mythology, Idolatry, and Demonolatry of the

Chinese. By Rev. Hampden C. DuBose , fourteen years a missionary at Loochow. New

York : A. C. Armstrong & Son. 12mo, pp . 468. 1887.

We give the full title of this book as explanatory of its contents. The

work is profusely illustrated, and is gotten up in gorgeous yet appropriate

style. Written by one who knows whereof he writes; who is familiar, from

study and observation on the ground, with the system of religion and phil

osophy which he describes ; and who has taken pains to gather information

on a great variety of points little understood by the Christian world, it will

prove a valuable addition to our missionary literature. The work is of inter

est to the general reader, as well as in all missionary circles . Even the

London Saturday Review says of it :

"It is a book likely to be widely read. Of the author's minute description of popular and

household deities, and the mass of legend connected with them, the book and its curious

illustrations can alone speak. Mr. DuBose has much to say that is fresh and suggestive,

and he says it with force and conviction. "

The Crisis of Missions : or, The Voice out of the Cloud . By Rev. Arthur T. Pierson, D. D.

New York : Robert Carter & Brothers . 12 mo, pp . 370.

Like all their issues, the publishers have given this little book an attrac

tive dress, befitting the character of the work. It is a marvelous book, in

its power to inform, impress, and electrify the reader. The grouping of in

spiring facts ; the rapid action of the discussion ; the intense glow of mis

sionary feeling ; and the irresistible array of motives and arguments and

F

1



56
[JAN.,INTERNATIONAL

DEPARTMENT
.

done by any grinding of the people who produce

these works. One of the first questions I asked

when I had the honor of beng called to occupy

this chair was, how were ' he workpeople treated

who manufactured the cheap bles ; and by the

testimony, not only of ourselves but of the out

side press , I have assured myself that there is

neither overwork nor underpay. Fifty years ago

the Scriptures were circulated in 136 languages ;

now they are circulated in 280. Fifty years ago

fourteen fresh languages of Europe had been

honored by Bible publication . Now the Pible

has been published in twelve fresh languages in

Central Asia and Siberia, twelve in India, four

teen in China and Mongolia, nineteen in the Pa

clic, thirty in Africa and thirty in America. In

this fiftieth year of the Queen's reign there is

only one great language which has not a com

plete translation of the Scriptures, namely, the

Japanese language."

IV. INTERNATIONAL DEPARTMENT.

CONDUCTED BY REV. J. T. GRACEY, D. D. , OF THE " INTERNATIONAL MIS

SIONARY UNION."

FOURTH ANNUAL MEETING OF THE IN

TERNATIONAL MISSIONARY UNION.

The International Missionary Union

is an organization composed of re

turned missionaries of all Evangelical

churches, whether at home tempo

rarily or permanently. It seeks to

promote mutual sympathy and co

operation of missionaries in their

work, and holds annual meetings for

the discussion of important questions

connected with the work and the dif

fusion ofmissionary intelligence. The

fourth annual meeting was held

Aug. 10-17, at Thousand Island Park,

the entire body of missionaries being

entertained without cost by the

Thousand Island Park Association.

The forenoons were devoted to busi

ness, covering discussion of methods

and recommendation of measures cal

culated to increase missionary effi

ciency. The afternoons consisted

largely of presentation of incidents,

statistics and facts bearing on specific

topics of missionary interest, while

the evenings were given to more for

mal platform addresses.

The "Seventy" missionaries pres

ent were as follows:

From India: Miss Dr. M. A. Anderson, Con

gregational Church; Rev. and Mrs. Chandler,

Congregational ; Miss M. J. Frith, Canada Bap

tist; Miss E. Gibson, Methodist Episcopal ; Dr.

and Mrs. J. T. Gracey, Methodist Episcopal ;

Rev. A. Hazen, Congregational; Rev. G. J.

Martz, Evangelical Lutheran ; Mrs. Rev. G. H.

McGrew, Methodist Episcopal ; Rev. James

Mudge, Methodist Episcopal ; Mrs. Stella

Nichols, Evangelical Lutheran ; Rev. C. W.

Park, Congregational ; Rev. Dr. J. L. Phillips,

Free-will Baptist ; Rev. D. W. Thomas, Metho

dist Episcopal.

From Turkey: Rev. Dr. H. M. Barnum, Con

gregational ; Rev. Dr. Cyrus Hamlin, Congrega

tional ; Rev. L. O. Lee, Congregational ; Rev.

and Mrs. J. G. Leonard , Congregational.

From Bulgaria: Mr. and Mrs. W. H. Belden ,

Presbyterian; Rev. and Mrs. D. C. Challis,

Methodist Episcopal .

From China: Mrs. Mary D. Culbertson,

Presbyterian; Rev. J. G. Fagg, Reformed ; Rev.

Benj . Helm, Southern Presbyterian ; Rev. and

Mrs. Spencer Lewis, Methodist Episcopal ; Rev.

John Murray, Presbyterian ; Rev. Dr. Speer,

Presbyterian ; Rev. and Mrs. C. A. Stanley,

Congregational ; Rev. and Mrs. J. L. Stuart,

Southern Presbyterian.

From Assam: Rev. M. B. Comfort , Baptist ;

Rev. T. J. Stoddart, Baptist.

From Italy: Rev. Dr. Cushing, Methodist

Episcopal .

From Jamaica: Rev. Dr. Douglass , Canada

Methodist.

From Japan: Rev. and Mrs.W. C. Davidson ,

Methodist Episcopal ; Miss Julia Gulick, Con

gregational; Rev. Dr. D. McDonald, Canada

Methodist ; Rev. and Mrs. J. M. McCauley,

Presbyterian; Rev. J. H. Pettee.

From Siam: Rev. Dr. Wm. Dean, Baptist;

Rev. and Mrs. Dr. S. R. House, Presbyterian ;

Rev. and Mrs. Lisle, Baptist ; Rev. Dr. S. Mat

toon, Presbyterian; Rev. J. Wilson, Presbyte

rian.

From Germany: Bishop and Mrs. J. F.

Hurst , Methodist Episcopal .

From Mexico: Miss L. M. Latimer, Methodist

Episcopal .

From Burmah: Rev. and Mrs. C. A. Nichols ,

Baptist.

From Ceylon: Rev. and Mrs. T. S. Smith,

Congregational.

Missionaries to North American Indians:

Rev. and Mrs. Egerton R. Young, Canada Meth

odist ; Rev. and Mrs. Dr. Geo. Young, Canada

Methodist ; Rev. and Mrs. E. Arnold, Methodist

Episcopal.

Persons under appointment to foreign fields ;

Rev. H. F. Laflamme, Canada Baptist, India ;

Rev. J. F. Smith, Canada Presbyterian , China ;

Rev. J. P. McNaughton, Canada Presbyterian,

Turkey; Miss Dr. May Carlton and Miss E. J.

Hinckle, both to be sent to China this autumn
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under the auspices of the Woman's Foreign

Missionary Society of the Methodist Episcopal

Church .

Thirteen mission countries were

thus represented , besides which one

native ofArmenia, one of Japan, and

a Karen took part in the exercises.

Missionaries from Saskatchewan and

Ceylon clasped hands in the fellow

ship of a common cause. Veteran

and volunteer inspired, either the

other. The utterances of Dr. Dean

were rendered weighty by the fifty

three years of self-sacrifice and toil

behind them. His address on " The

Translation of the Scriptures into

Chinese," will be found on another

page in this Department.

Dr. Leonard had preached in Tar

sus, Iconium and Cappadocia. Miss

Gulick of Japan was born of mission

ary parents in Honolulu. Mrs. Mc

Grew of India was born on mission

soil in Buenos Ayres. Rev. Dr.

Phillips and Rev. Mr. Smith of Cey

lon claimed India as their native

land, being of the second generation

of missionaries.

Dr. Cyrus Hamlin, after more than

forty years of missionary service,

and with the weight of seventy

years upon him, intellectually de

monstrated that his eye was not dim

nor his natural force abated. He

was appointed by the A. B. C. F. M.

to Constantinople in 1837, and was

the father of Robert College. The

manner in which he secured for the

erection of this College the most

desirable of all the sites command

ing the view of the Bosphorus,

makes a story of thrilling interest,

and gives him the highest rank for

diplomacy. For seven years he held

on to a pledge of Ali Pasha, ' who,

under the influence of a protest from

the French Ambassador, crowded on

bythe head of the Jesuits, and a like

protest from the Ambassador of

Russia, goaded on by the Patriarch

of the Greek Church, was openly de

claring that it was not possible for

the pledge to be redeemed ; because

the property was so related to that of

these powers, that the college could

not be erected on that commanding

site. But notwithstanding all this,

he held his position, until at the

end ofseven years he received a note

from Ali Pasha saying, "You may

begin the erection of your college as

soon as you please." He had out

done the diplomacy of the head of

the Jesuits and the French Ambas

sador, as well as of the Greek Patri

arch and the Ambassador of Russia,

and had secured from the Sultan

himself by Imperial Volition a permit

to build the college. This was in

fallible, and neither Ali Pasha nor

any one else would dare call it in

question. But this was not all. An

order was given to allow all the ma

terial brought from England and

France to enter duty free.

Here were men and women who

had hazarded their lives for the Lord

Jesus. The "beloved physician,"

Dr. S. M. House, had been gored by

an elephant ; Jonathan Wilson, a

pioneer to the Laos mission, was

imperilled, when his converts were

slain by royal order. The younger

brother and sister Lewis, of far

Western China, had faced the fury

of a Chinese mob that plundered

and destroyed their chapel and their

home, compelling them and their

colleagues to set off in native boats

on a 1,500 mile journey down the

great Yang-tse-kiang to the sea.

Here were those whose hearts had

been kept from fear when 2,000 in a

day were dying of cholera in the

capital city of Siam, where they

lived ; men who had given bread to

the famishing thousands in North

China, saving many lives at the risk

of their own ; those who had min

istered to the lepers and outcasts of

India. Some had lived with the sav

age Santals in their jungle homes,

and with the red men of our conti

nent in their wigwams. Others, on

their mission-preaching tours, had

traveled in wheelbarrows, in sledges

drawn by dogs, in palankeens, in

jinrikshas, in birch-bark canoes, on

elephants, on camels, and hundreds
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of miles on snow-shoes. One member

had been speared by Malay pirates,

and another, like Paul, had been

shipwrecked and cast ashore on an

island in the Mediterranean Sea.

But whatever else had been their ex

periences or deliverances, all could

speak of the blessedness of the Mas

ter's service, and of souls once with

out God and without hope turned

from darkness to light and rejoicing

in the Saviour they had found.

open their eyes and yawn." Bro.

Challis, ofthe Methodist mission in

Bulgaria, told something of the out

look in that country. He compared

the people, with their liberty-loving

spirit , to Americans, and expressed

firm faith that. in spite of the designs

of Russia, God would overrule to give

them independence and freedom.

. One evening was given to addresses

by missionary ladies on different

phases of woman's work, and a spe

cial woman's meeting was held one

afternoon. On Sabbath morning the

large tabernacle was filled , when

Bishop Hurst preached an excellent

and inspiring sermon from “Who

ever shall say unto this mountain , Be

thou removed, " etc. The " moun

tain" was heathendom, and “who

ever" was the Church, which should

remove it bythe powerof faith . The

theme was "God's day our day forthe

salvation of the world . " The audience

numbered over three thousand. The

bishop also delivered, one afternoon ,

his excellent lecture on " Protestant

ism in Mexico. " At the children's

meeting on Sabbath afternoon there

were several short and spicy talks and

anexhibition of curiosities, singingin

a dozen or more languages, and pre

sentation of natives of foreign mis

sion fields who were in attendance .

TRANSLATION OF THE SCRIPTURES

INTO CHINESE.

THE THEMES DISCUSSED.

"The place of higher education in

mission work" was presented by Rev.

Mr. Smith of Ceylon , who gave an in

teresting account of the development

of the educational work of the Ameri

can Board in that island . The prevail

ing viewseemed to be that whenthere

appeared tobe ageneral desire among

people for higher education the mis

sionary should endeavor to meet it

with Christian schools, where Eng

lish should be taught, if desired.

Astonishing statements were made of

the eagerness among many to learn

English. On " The voluntary desire

of the heathen for the Gospel, ” and

"Remarkable instances of Divine

grace, as manifested in the lives of

converts from heathenism ," there

were narrated incidents drawn from

personal experience and observation

of so valuable a nature, it is a pity

they could not have been preserved

in a permanent form. So great was

the interest in some of these topics

that the discussions were prolonged

several hours. Even then not a tithe

of the important questions was so

much as touched upon. Bro. David

son, of Japan, gave a vivid sketch of

the wonderful revival which recently

swept over that empire. He hoped

that in fifteen years Japan will be

Christian. Turkey, partially dismem

bered, was served one evening. Dr.

Barnum, speaking of eastern Turkey,

said that there was the cradle of the

race. " The cradle does not need

rocking, forthepeople are all asleep."

"We jog the cradle now and then,

and the occupants are beginning to

BY REV. WILLIAM DEAN, D.D.

THE entire Bible was first trans

lated into Chinese at Serampore by

Joshua Marshman , D.D. , in 1807-8,

with the aid of Joannes Lassar, an

Armenian, born at Macao, who was

a good Chinese scholar. Dr. Marsh

man went out to India under the

patronage of the Baptist Missionary

Society of England. He was born

in Wiltshire 1768, sailed for India

1799, and died at Serampore 1837, at

the age of 69, having had 38 years for

missionary work.

A similar translation of the entire

Scriptures was made at Macao and

Canton by Robert Morrison, D.D. ,

who went to China in 1807, under the
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patronage of the London Missionary

Society, and died at Canton 1834, at

the age of 52, having 27 years of

mission work in China. In addition

to the Scriptures, the Chinese dic

tionary of Kang Hi was translated

into English by him, in six quarto

volumes a great and important

work, to aid subsequent missionaries

in the acquisition of the Chinese

language.

―

In Morrison's version of the Scrip

tures, William Milne, D.D. , trans

lated the books of Deuteronomy,

Joshua, Judges, Samuel, Kings,

Chronicles, Ezra, Nehemiah, Esther

and Job.

Dr. Milne was born in Scotland,

1785, went to China in 1813, under

the patronage of the London Mis

sionary Society, and died 1822, at

the age of 37, after nine years in the

China Mission . During these few

years he acquired a good knowledge

ofthe language, had the superintend

ency of the Anglo-Chinese College

at Malacca, performed an important

part in the translation of the Scrip

tures, and prepared some of the best

Christian tracts we have in Chinese.

He is the man who (before the

committee), when asked if he would

be willing to go out as an assistant

to the mission, replied, "I would be

willing to be a hewer of wood or a

drawer of water to help to build the

Lord's house ; " and perhaps no man

ever did so much in so short a time

for the Chinese mission as William

Milne, the little Scotchman.

Another translation of the Scrip

tures into Chinese was made by

Walter H. Medhurst, D.D. , and his as

sociates, which was called the Shang

Ti mission. Dr. Medhurst went out

as a missionary printer, under the

London Mission Society, and became

a prominent preacher and writer in

Chinese. He was born in London,

1796, went out, in 1816, worked effi

ciently 40 years for the Chinese in

Batavia and China, and died on land

ing in England, 1856, aged 61 years.

Another version was made by

Charles Gutzlaff, D.D. , born at

Pyritz, in Prussian Pomerania, 1803,

went out under the appointment of

theNetherlands Missionary Society in

1826, landed at Batavia, visited Rhio,

Singapore, Siam, and finally became

Chinese Secretary to the English

Government of Hong Kong, where

he died in 1851 , at the age of 48 years.

He was a man of portly form , quick

motion, rapid speech, possessed a

practical knowledge of various Eu

ropean languages, and a ready use of

the Chinese colloquial and written

language for missionary work and

political purposes . His hasty action

was not always promotive of the

nicest accuracy, and his multitudin

ous labors did not allow of the most

finished completeness in all.

Another version of the entire

Scriptures in Chinese was made by

Elijah C. Bridgman , D. D. , Walter

M. Lowrie and M. S. Culbertson,

completed at Shanghai, which uses

the term Shin for rendering the

words Elohim and Theos. This, in

most cases, has been a distinguish

ing mark between the versions made

by the English and American mis

sionaries. The former mostly use

Shang Ti and the latter use Shin as

the term for God.

Dr. Bridgman was born in Belch

ertown, Mass. , 1801 , and went out

under the American Board to China,

1830 ; he died at Shanghai in 1861 ,

aged 60 years ; 31 years were spent

in China, and he was the first repre

sentative of the A. B. C. F. M. So

ciety in their mission to China, and

to the end was a faithful and hon

ored missionary. Dr. Culbertson

went to China in 1844, finished the

translation of that version, and died

the day before they commenced

printing it. He went up suddenly like

Elijah in the chariot of Israel and

the horsemen thereof. One of his

associates reported his departureby

saying, "A translator translated."

Josiah Goddard made an excellent

translation of the New Testament in

Chinese-some think the best extant
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-with some portions of the Old

Testament also. His mission work

began with the Chinese in Siam, and

ended at Ningpo, China. Dr. God

dard was born at Wendell, Mass. ,

1813, graduated , the first in his class,

at Brown University in 1835, grad

uated at Newton in 1838, sailed for

the East the same year under the

patronage of the American Baptist

Board, spent a year at Singapore in

the study of Chinese, landed at

Bankok in 1840, removed to Ningpo

in 1848, where he died in 1854, at the

age of 41 , after 16 years of efficient

missionary service, in translating the

Scriptures and preaching the gospel

to the Chinese. Some may have

labored longer to do less work.

Men's lives are measured, not by the

years they live, but by the work

they do.

the standard for a new translation

in Chinese. Then came up a ques

tion regarding the rendering of the

terms θεος , επίσκοπος , βαπτίσμα , on which

there was a want ofharmony of sen

timent, so that it proved necessary to

divide the Convention into classes,

or for each one to go on in his own

way, and look to God for the guid

ance of the Holy Spirit to lead him

to understand the meaning of the

original text, and call in the help

of native scholars to aid him to ex

press it in idiomatic Chinese. In

this way a number of versions, in a

variety of style, have been prepared,

and some portions of the Scripture

have been made to harmonize with

the Mandarin and the colloquial of

the local dialects, and some have

been Romanized, or the sounds ex

pressed in Roman letters as used in

English words, and the Chinese wo

men taught to read them easier than

to learn to read the complicated and

multitudinous characters of the Chi

nese written language. One objec

tion to this mode of learning to read

is found in the fact, that learning to

read Chinese in this way would limit

the reader to one dialect or province,

whereas learning to read in the Chi

nese way, prepares one to read in Chi

nese in every province, or wherever

the Chinese language is written, as

in Cochin China, Japan, and all over

the world, where you find a Chinaman

who can read his own language ; the

form and signification of the written

character is the same, however the

spoken dialect may differ.

In preparing the various transla

tions of Scripture into Chinese,

other persons, whose names are not

mentioned above, have rendered im

portant aid. Such men as J. R.

Morrison, Chinese Secretary to the

English Commissioner and the Gov

ernment of Hong Kong ; G. T. Lay,

Agent of the British and Foreign

Bible Society, and various other mis

sionaries, such as David Abeel, James

Legge, Walter Lowrie, George Smith

Bishop of Victoria, and, indeed, all

William Dean published two

editions of the New Testament and

one edition of the Pentateuch in

Chinese, with a commentary on

Matthew and Mark, Genesis and Ex

odus. Dr. Dean was born at Eaton,

N. Y., in 1807, sailed for China in

1834, labored for the Chinese in Siam

till 1842, when he removed to Hong

Kong ; returned to Bankok in 1864,

and ended his missionary work in

1887, at the age of 80. He was 50

years in the service.

In 1843 a Convention of mission

aries assembled at Hong Kong, to

consult with reference to a new trans

lation of the Scriptures in Chinese.

There were present Medhurst, Dyer,

and Stronach, of the London Society ;

Bridgman, Ball and Bonney, of the

American Board ; Dean, Shuck and

Roberts, of the American Baptist

Board ; Bishop Boone, of the Epis

copal Mission, with others, who spent

days of prayerful endeavor to har

monize on some general plan of

Scripture translation .

First there was a want of agree

ment on the proposition to makethe

Textus Receptus the model of a new

version. Some thought we should

make the original Hebrew and Greek
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missionaries to the Chinese, may

have contributed, in some measure,

to aid in giving the written word of

God to the people for whom they

labored orally, and all translators

have depended upon Chinese scholars

for the idiom and style of the lan

guage by which the idea is expressed.

LIQUOR ON THE CONGO.

AMONGST the resolutions of the

Missionary Union none deserves

more persistent and prominent ad

vocacy than that relating to the In

ternational sanction of the introduc

tion of Rum into the Congo Free

State. The extension of European

Colonial possessions and protector

ates in Africa means a fearful ex

tension of the use of intoxicants in

the Dark Continent. We are as

sured, besides, that the article fur

nished for the Congo is a specially

vile compound prepared for that

market. A representative commit

tee of missionary societies laboring

in Africa have published a pamphlet

entitled "The Liquor Traffic and

Native Races," to be had of the sec

retaries of these societies. The

Bishop of London presided over a

meeting in London last spring which

condemned the traffic and the gov

ernment protection it has received.

A meeting of members of the House

of Commons, held to consider the

subject, resulted in the expression of

their readiness to aid in suppressing

this trade and of the sanction thegov

ernments give it. Public meetings

have been held in Manchester and

Cambridge with like result. Bishops

and Archbishops, and leading men

like Canon Farrar, have entered the

arena to oppose this great evil, which

blasts the progress of civilization

and missions, and hinders the eleva

tion of the people. Archbishop

Johnson, a Negro of Lagos , west

coast of Africa, and member of the

Legislative Council, is appealing to

Africans to circulate petitions all

along the coast, and the king of

Belgium, with other prominent per

sons, encourages this West African

remonstrance to the trade. It is

high time the voice of the people of

America was heard on this subject.

The missionary societies might very

properly take the initiativein a public

meeting in Boston or New York. A

remonstrance should be sent to our

owngovernment, that it may feel the

force of public sentiment in the

case. The Archbishops of Canter

bury and York, and the Bishop of

London, have addressed the follow

ing letter to the Bishops of the Brit

ish Colonies and dependencies :

" My Lord : The attention of the Church has

been recently drawn to the widespread and still

growing evils caused by the introduction of in

toxicating liquors among the native races in the

colonies and dependencies of the British Em

pire, and in other countries to which British

trade has access . Part of the mischief is cer

tainly due to other traders than the British , but

British trade , as exceeding in volume that of

many other countries put together , is mainly re

sponsible. This mischief cannot be measured

by what we witness among our own country

men. The intemperance is far greater; the evils

consequent on intemperance are far worse.

Uncivilized people are weaker to resist, and are

utterly unable to control temptations of this

kind. The accounts given of the numbers that

perish from this cause and of the misery and

degradation of those who survive are painful in

the extreme. And besides the grievous wrong

thus inflicted on the native races, reproach has

been brought on the name of Christ . The Eng

lish missionary who preaches the gospel , and

the English merchant who brings the fatal

temptation, are inevitably associated in the

minds ofthe heathen people , and by many not

only associated , but identified. It is asserted

by travelers of repute that in many parts of the

world the moral character of the natives gains

more by the preaching of Mohammedanism

than bythe preaching of the gospel, for the for

mer tends to make them sober.

"The evils of intemperance in the British

islands have, as you are well aware, long en

gaged the attention of the Church at home.

The report of the Lower House of Convocation

ofthe Province of Canterbury in 1869, and that

ofthe Province of York in 1873, in each of which

a large mass of evidence from every class of

society was got together, had a painful effect on

the public mind at the time, and they have

served as trustworthy manuals on the subject

ever since. The formation of the Church of

England Temperance Society has organized and

concentrated the efforts of those Churchmen

who have been deeply impressed with the neces

sity of combating intemperance , and that society

is daily growing in numbers and in influence.

Owing to these and similar endeavors made by
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oth Churchmen and Nonconformists, drunken

ress has been and is still being diminished in

these islands , and there is every reason to be

neve that before long public opinion will de

Land of the Legislature that steps should be

taken to remove, wholly or partially, the temp

tations which now make it so difficult for weak

men to lead sober lives.

" It is not for us nor for the bishops at hometo

suggest to your lordship or your clergy the best

means for dealing with similar evils in our colo

nies and dependencies, and in the heathen coun

tries in your own parts of the world . But we

have felt it our duty to bring to your notice the

painful accounts that have reached us, and to

assure you of our warmest and most earnest

sympathy with any efforts that you may see fit

to make to deal with the serious difficulty. You

may have the means of influencing your Legis

lature; you may do much to form public opin

ion; you can at least make it plain to all men

that the Church is not, and never can be , indif

ferent to this great sin. In whatever you may

be able to do in this matter you may be assured

that the Bishops at home are supporting your

action with their earnest prayers, and , where

co-operation is found possible, with their most

hearty co-operation . " -EDWARD Cantaur, W.

EBOR, F. LONDIN.

A GENERAL MISSIONARY CONFERENCE

IN LONDON IN 1888.

IN October, 1878, a General Confer

ence on Foreign Missions was held in

London. Upwards of 150 members

represented nearly 40 distinct mis

sions. Six American missionary so

cieties were represented in the num

ber. Much information was elicited,

and considerable missionary stimulus

was given.

They, therefore, entreat that earnest

and continued prayer may be offered

unto God by His people, that it may

please Him in all things to direct

their efforts, as a Committee, on be

half of the proposed Conference, and

eventually to grant such an out pour

ing of His Holy Spirit upon its meet

ings, that His cause shall mightily

prosper, and His name be exceedingly

glorified in the ingathering of great

multitudes in every part of the

earth, into the kingdom of His dear

Son Jesus Christ."

Arrangements have been begun

for the holding of another such con

ference in London, in 1888. Forty

European Missionary Agencies are

represented in the call, and the

American societies are to be invited

to send delegates. The Committee

say that they "are most solemnly

impressed with the conviction that

there has never been a time, since

the days of the apostles, when it

was of more urgent importance than

it is now, that all who love the Lord

Jesus Christ in sincerity should labor

in the unity of the Spirit and the

bond of peace, ' in order that ' the

gospel of the kingdom of God ' may

be carried out into all the world

and preached ' unto every creature. '

The Committee have classified the

ends aimed at under three heads, viz.:

1st. To turn to account the experience of the

past for the improvement of the methods of

Missionary enterprise in the foreign field.

2d. To utilize acquired experience forthe im

provement of the methods for the home manage

ment of Foreign Missions.

3d . To seek the more entire consecration

of the Church of God, in all its members, to the

great work committed to it by the Lord.

The following Topics have been

suggested for consideration , subject

to modification :

I. MODES OF OPERATION IN THE FOREIGN

FIELD.

1st. Self-Support and Self-Government in Na

tive Churches.

2d. How to Educate Native Evangelists and

Pastors, and to stimulate the higher life and en

thusiasm of converts for the conversion of the

heathen.

3d . How to adapt Missionary methods to the

different states of Civilization or Barbarism

among heathen nations : (a) Education . (b)

Woman's Work. (c) Medical Missions, etc.

4th . How to adapt Missionary methods to the

different forms of Religion among non-Chris

tian peoples ; especially those having sacred

books.

5th . The providing of Christian literature for

Converts in all parts of the Mission Field .

6th . The proper treatment of such questions

as Polygamy , Slavery, Caste, the Marriage of

Infants and of Widows , etc.

II. METHODS OF MANAGEMENT AT HOME.

1st. Comity of Missions, or their relation to

one another and to their respective spheres of

labor ; and the apportioning unoccupied fields

to different Societies.

2d. The Choice and Training of Missionaries

with reference to different spheres of labor.

3d . The nature and extent of the Control to

be exercised over Missions by Committees or

Churches at home.

4th. Support of Missions , and Finance.

III. THE MUTUAL RELATIONS BETWEEN THE

CHURCH AND MISSIONS.
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1st . The reflex influence of Foreign Missions

on Home Evangelization and Church life.

2d . The duty of Christians, in their personal

and collective capacity, to obey the Lord's com

mand to " make disciples of all nations."

IV. A POPULAR SURVEY OF THE RESULTS OF

MODERN MISSIONS AND OF THE GREAT WORK

WHICH REMAINS TO BE DONE IN THE DARK

PLACES OF THE EARTH.'

V. THE CONSECRATION OF COMMERCE.

""

"

The Rev. James Johnston, F.S.S. ,

has been appointed Organizing Sec

retary of this Conference, and has,

by request of the Committee, come

to the United States to secure, if pos

sible, a good representation of the

American Societies at the Conference.

Dr. Johnston needs no introduction to

the American churches. He was ap

pointed to draw up the report of the

Imperial Commission on Education

in India, and is the author of impor

tant pamphlets, amongst which is

that entitled "A Century of Prot

estant Missions, and the Increase

of the Heathen during the Hundred

Years," which has already run

through an edition of several thou

sands. Mr. Johnston can be addressed

care of Dr. Gilman, Bible House,

New York.

Amongst the subjects discussed

was "Methods of arousing interest

in Missions among Home Churches."

Rev. W. H. Belden opened this dis

cussion with a valuable paper on

"Simultaneous Missionary Meetings,"

and Dr. Spear spoke on " The Con

secration of Wealth."

The following officers were elected

for the ensuing year :

President, Rev. J. T. Gracey, D.D. , Buffalo , N.

Y. Vice-Presidents: Rev. Cyrus Hamlin, D.D. ,

Rev. S. L. Baldwin, D.D. , Rev. S. H. Kellogg,

D.D. Secretary, Rev. C. W. Park , Birmingham ,

Conn. Treasurer, Rev.W. H. Belden, Bridgeton ,

N.J. Executive Committee: Rev.J. L. Phillips,

M.D., Howard , R. I. , Rev. E. R. Young, Rev. J.

Mudge, Rev. M. B. Comfort , Rev. B. Helm , Rev.

H. N. Cobb, D.D. , Miss C. H. Daniels, M.D.

The following Resolutions were

adopted during the session:

wish to express our gratitude to God for this

new proof of His own determination to secure

the speedy coming of His kingdom among the

nations.

And furthermore we wish to express the pro

found conviction which we have, that this up

rising of laborers greatly emphasizes the respon

sibility of the churches at home ; that it calls

upon all who love the Lord to give these candi

dates for service a large place in their sympa

thies and prayers ; and also to devise liberal

things by their contributions, not merely for the

support of a large number of new missionaries,

but for greatly enlarging the sphere of mission

ary labor, and for speedily carrying the gospel

to every creature. " How shall they believe in

Him of Whom they have not heard? and how

shall they hear without a preacher? and how

shall they preach except they be sent?"

THE STUDENT MISSIONARY MOVEMENT :

Having learned that large numbers of students

in the higher institutions of learning in this

country and Canada are proposing to devote

themselves to the Foreign Missionary work in

obedience to the Saviour's last command, we

QUEEN VICTORIA'S JUBILEE Resolved : That

the International Missionary Union of different

evangelical denominations do offer on this Jubi

lee year our sincere and hearty congratulations

to Her Most Gracious Majesty Victoria , Queen of

Great Britain and Ireland , and Empress of India,

on the signal prosperity, extension and glory of

her reign. Some of our members saw her as

cend her throne, and we would most gratefully

acknowledge the great kindness and protection

which we have enjoyed from officers of Her

Majesty's government in America , Europe, Asia,

Africa, and the islands of the ocean, where we

have been called to preach the gospel of Christ .

And we do supplicate Almighty God to continue

the bestowal of His distinguished mercies upon

Her Majesty, Her Royal family, and Her wide

extended domain. May grace, mercy and peace

from God our Father and from the Lord Jesus

Christ be and abide upon Her Majesty forever

more. Amen.

BIBLE TRANSLATION Resolved : That this

Union, having heard from Bishop Hurst of the

most interesting races of Indians in Mexico now

numbering eight millions, who are an honest,

independent race, friendly to Protestantism, and

yet who have no translation of God's word, do

hereby overture the American Bible Society to

take such steps as will lead to the translation

and publication of the word of God in the lead

ing dialect of this most interesting race; and

that our Secretary forward a copy of this reso

lution to the Secretary of said Society.

-

ON DR. TOURJEE'S OFFER- Resolved : That

the International Missionary Union, having

heard of the kind offer of Dr. Tourjee, of the

New England Conservatory of Music, to furnish

free instruction in music to missionary candi

dates, and believing that both vocal and instru

mental music constitute an important auxiliary

in all our work among the heathen,cordially rec

ommendto such candidates the special training

ofthe ear and voice with a viewto acquiring and

improving whatever of native melody they may

find in their several fields.

ON LIQUOR ON THE CONGO-Resolved: That
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as missionaries ofthe various denominations in

the International Misonary Urion , we protest

against the wicked and dis. strous polic⋅ of 1)

lowing the introduction of intoxicating liquors

into the free Congo State, and that we suggest

to the secretaric: of all missionary societies to

exert their combined influence to induce the

governing powers to change their policy to one

of prohibition.

ON THE OUTLOOK ABROAr-Resolved : That

the members of the International Missionary

Union returning to their respective fields abroad

be constituted an Outlook Committe , and re

uested to report to the Union, through the

officers, movements of promise , signals of danger

to missionary interests, and tokens f cheer .

foreign lands, thereby increasing the efficiency

of this Union and strengthening the bond tit

binds us together as one in the work and hopes

of the Gospel.

r

V.-PROGRESS AND RESULTS-MONTHLY BULLETIN.

IT is a sign of great good that not

one man has yet been asked by the

editors to accept a close relation to

this REVIEW as editorial correspond

ent who has not cordially responded

in the affirmative . Already we have

secured Dr. J. T. Gracey, Dr. Josiah

Strong, Rev. D. L. Leonard, Rev. A.

P. Happer, D. D. , of China ; Prof. W.

C. Wilkinson, D. D.; Rev. Jacob

Chamberlain, M. D. , and Rev. John

Forman, of India; Re . and Prof. Geo.

Wm. Knox, of Japan ; Rev. Geo . W.

Chamberlain, of Brazil ; Rev. J. Hud

son Taylor and Mr. Reginald Rad

cliffe, of China Inland Mission, and

Rev. H. H. Jessup, D.D. , of Syria.

We expect to enlarge this list until

we shall have at least one competent

correspondent in every great mis

sionary landin the world.

The Eighth Annual Convention of

the Inter-Seminary Missionary Alli

ance was held in Alexandria, Va. ,

Oct. 27-30, 1887, and addressed by

Rev. J. E. Grammer, D. D. , and Rev.

F. M. Ellis , D. D. , of Baltimore ; Rev.

Jos. Packard, D.D. , of the Theological

Seminary ; Rev. R. A. Goodwin of

Petersburg, Va.; Rev. Wm. E. Griffis,

D. D. , of Boston ; Rev. H. A. Nelson,

D. D. , and Rev. A. T. Pierson, D. D. ,

of Philadelphia, and Rev. G. W.

Chamberlain of Brazil. Papers of a

high order of excellence were also

read by Messrs. T. J. Villiers of

Rochester, E. R. Chadwick of Bates

Seminar , Isaac I. Gorby of Trio ,

Benson. Sewall of Bango, Lobert I.

Fleming Gari tu, D. A. Murray of

Princeton. So earnest, prayerful and

conse rated a 1dy of young men is

not often brought together. We

look for great results .

AFRICA.

Cairo. The University of El

Azhar. Dr. E. W. Blyden differs

from Gen. Haig, in thinking the Mo

hammedans very active in propaga

tion of Islamism among the Nigri

tian and Soudanic tribes.

-Madagascar. In the capital,

Antananarivo, the Protestant school

has 2,387 pupils. . . . The Queen re

cently attended the opening services

of two Christian churches at Ambok

imanaga. In fourteen years 700 Pro

testant chapels have been built in.

Madagascar, making the number now

1,200. There are 8,000 Protestant

communicants , and all the churches

are self-supporting. In the Protest

ant school at Antananarivo 2,387

children are in attendance.

The statement made in the Roman

Catholic Review that the German

government w uld allow but one

missionary society (th R. Cath. ) in

its East African territory cannot be

correct. From three societies seven

missionaries have already gone to

Zanzibar.

-Soudan. Emin Pasha pleads

for British s ay over the equatorial

provinces of the Soudan . The mis

sioneries unito the plea. It is

thought it would be a death-blow to

the slave trade. Stanley's force found

E. Pasha on the south shore of Al

bert Nyanza, and in hlth.

-Congo Bapti t Missions. Rev.

T. J. Comber, the courageous, untir

ing pioneer, so useful and so beloved,
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tine Society, which already has es

tablished a colony on Lake Tiberias.

-The Church Missionary Intelli

gencerprints an orderaddressed tothe

Moslem Muchtars by the Governor of

Jerusalem, in which he says his Ma

jesty the Sultan forbids the attend

ance of any Moslem children at any

foreign school within the Ottoman

dominions. Penalties are attached

for those who violate this order, and

one father has been thrown into

prison for sending his child to the

mission school.

-Persia. The American Presby

terian Board is protesting strongly

against the interference of the En

glish ritualists who, apparentlyunder

the patronage of the Archbishop of

Canterbury, have planted their men

close by the side of those who are

carrying forward a successful work,

and where collisions must inevitably

occur. They have allied themselves

with two notoriously corrupt Nesto

rian bishops, who are pronounced by

all parties deserving of deprivation

from their office. This utter dis

regard of missionary comity deserves

the severest condemnation.

-Russia. A new religious sect

has appeared in the Government of

Saratoff. Its adherents do not rec

ognize the use of the mass or of im

age, and consequently do notfrequent

the churches. Their canon of Holy

Scripture consists only of the Penta

teuch, the Psalms of David, and the

Gospels. They take their meals in

common, and abstain from meat,

brandy, and tobacco.

-The New Testament in Calmuck

has recently been published by the

Russian Imperial Academy of Sci

ences, and copies have been sent to

Astrachan, where they were rapidly

purchased by converts, and the re

mainder sent for distribution by

European missionaries in Asia.

ary labor in India, where he is to be

supported by his late fellow-students

at Princeton, and he has taken the

opportunity of addressing students at

the Scottish and English Universi

ties. Mr. Forman has a unique mis

sionary connection. His grandfather,

father, mother, three uncles, two

brothers and a sister have been mis

sionaries. He has helped not a little

to promote amissionary spirit among

students in America, and we trust his

zeal and enthusiasm will have the

same result among our students in

Scotland. The University Missionary

Associations have been working his

meetings at the University seats , and

they are sure to get a blessing from

contact with a man so thoroughly

consecrated. We are glad to notice

that Sir Charles Bernard, K.C.S.I. ,

was to address the Edinburgh Uni

versity Missionary Association on

26th November, his subject being

" Missions in Burmah."-Church of

Scotland Missionary Record.

-Scotland. The students at our

Scottish Universities have recently

been visited by the Rev. John N. For

man, a graduate of Princeton , United

States. He is on his way to mission

-Siam. A Christian High School

is to be established to train Christian

workers and raise up a native min

istry. Rev. J. A. Eakin , for four

years a teacher in the King's School

in Bangkok, is to be the principal. He

has raised nearly $ 13,000 condition

ally, and asks for about $2,000 ad

ditional, which he thinks will be

sufficient to establish it on a perma

nent basis, with a fair prospect of its

becoming self-supporting. Aid will

probably come from native Siamese

of wealth and liberality, and the at

titude of the king towards Christian

ity is friendly. The Siamese are de

pendent on the Presbyterian Church

of this country for their evangeliza

tion. In Siam proper are only four

ordained missionaries and four or five

native preachers for a population of

six to eight millions.

-Spain. Twenty years ago the

gospel was not allowed to enter.

What hath God wrought!

-The evangelist Juan Fuente, of

Granada, son of a Catholic family in

Northern Spain, who was intended
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she has been gaining 3,000,000 converts hea

thenism has increased 200,000,000 ?

The Earl of Shaftesbury says, " During the

latter part of these (eighteen) centuries it has

been in the power of those who hold the truth,

having means enough, having knowledge enough,

and having opportunity enough, to evangelize

the globe fifty times over."

What a touchstone ofguilt is the question, Have

notIcommanded thee? in the light of these three

facts ? Christ redeemed the world, and with the

emphasis of his last desire asked us to evangelize

the world. " To this end was I born, and for

this cause came I into the world, that I should

bear witness to the truth . As my Father hath

sent me into the world, so have I sent you . When

this gospel shall be preached for a witness , then

shall the end come. " Can I, dare I say, ifGod

wants me to witness he will put me into the

work ; ifhe wants me to be a missionary he will

give me a missionary spirit ? Is there the slight

est ground for an if here ? Are we not holding

the rebellious position of him who says, " If God

wants to save me he will do it ? " He longs to

"Whensave, but he has conditioned salvation.

ye shall seek me with the whole heart, then shall

ye find me." Paul recognized this seeking al

any cost, as also the condition of service . " I

follow after, if that I may apprehend that for

which I am apprehended of Christ Jesus ; Ipress

toward the mark of the high calling of God in

Christ Jesus." Conscious of the awful limiting

power ofhuman inertia , he writes, " Stir up the

gift that is in thee."

Which is the greater, responsibilities in serv

ing or the responsibility of not serving ? One

gays, I would not dare to be a missionary with

out a missionary spirit. But can you dare to

live without it ? Where lies the responsibility

ifI have not the spirit ? Perhaps it is not God's

gift for me. "Let this mind be in you which

was in Christ Jesus."

66

I have not the qualifications. " Who is able

to do exceeding abundantly above all that we

ask or think ? " I am empty, so can't run

over. ' Open thy mouth wide and I will fill it."

But am I entitled to appropriate as mine the

high and holy work of witnessing for Jesus

where he is not known ? Keep and seek all the

commandments of the Lord your God. He has

given us the opportunity of treading in the very

footsteps of Jesus ; like himto leave home ; like

him to be a stranger, despised , rejected ; like

him to seek and save the lost, the privilege of

entering into fellowship with Christ's sufferings ,

and in him have it our meat and drink to do the

will of the Father. Is it strange that God should

not give such attainment until we covet them

earnestly ? Where was Daniel when Gabriel

touched him ? "I set my face unto the Lord

God to seek by prayer and supplication with

fastings ." Again the condition appears in Ga

briel's words : " At the beginning of thy supplica

tion the commandment came forth ."

own hands ? Yes, and we must, for God has

placed it in our hands. Human choice is a gift

we must use after salvation as well as before.

Did not the prodigal take the plan of life into

his hands when he resolved , " I will arise and

go ?" Yet no man can come unto me except

the Father which hath sent me draw him. Ezra

came to Jerusalem according to the good hand

of his God upon him , for Ezra had prepared his

heart to seek the law of the Lord and to do it.

Nehemiah forms a definite plan and takes his

desire to God. " Prosper, I pray thee, thy ser

vant this day and give him favor in the sight of

this man.'19

But, says one, would not seeking to be a mis

sionary be taking the plan of our life into our

Mr. Mackay, who celebrated his fourteenth

anniversary in Formosa with 1,213 converts,

and has during a tour of ten days baptized 1,200

writes :persons, "While superintending the

work of two hundred workmen I also dispensed

medicines to hundreds, preached the gospel for

hours at a time, taught the students at night,

and in three months traveled over 1,600 miles."

I don't believe in those cant phrases, " Trust in

God and all will come right," unless the rest be

added, Trust in God but cut the trees down ;

trust in God but burn them ; trust in God but

ploughthe soil . " Trust in God but sow the seed

-sow it in tears . I believe we should think,

plan, pray, and toil as if all depended on our

work-excuse me, as if there were no God. But

stop ! At the same time conscious we cannot

hold the pen even without the power of our

great, living and adorable Redeemer. " Is not

this truth confirmed in the life of Paul and in

"Work out
the experience of every Christian ?

your own salvation with fear and trembling,

for it is God that worketh in you . " The divine

and human are linked in every action . A divine

promise of Canaan was not realized for forty

years because of human unbelief. The promise,

The earth shall be filled with the knowledge ofthe

Lord, has waited fulfillment 1,800 years. Why ?

What more subtle and effective way could Satan

devise than the unbelief of refusing to take

God's revealed will as his will for men ?

TWO NATIVE SIAMESE.

•
[THE following thrilling letter will

be read with great interest. Though

the editors withhold names, these

young Siamese are now in this coun

try, personally known and loved by

us.-Eds. ]

MY DEAR DR. PIERSON :

I am constrained to appeal to you, my good

friend of many years, for counsel and aid, if pos

sible, in this time of need. You know some

thing of the circumstances under which, when

in 1876, forced to leave Siam, my home for thirty

broken down comyears, my wife's health

pletely, we brought with us, to be educated in

the United States, two Siamese lads, then each

11 years old. One ofthese-the expense of whose

passage home and education we took upon our
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selves-was the son of a true Christian woman

a treasure to the ladies in charge of the girls'

mission boarding school in Bangkok, founded

by my wife , where she is native matron and

teacher. Her heart's desire and prayer for her

boy was and is that he may become a preacher

to his benighted countrymen.

The other was the eldest son of one of the

most intelligent and enterprising young noble

men in the kingdom, high in favor with the

progressive young king, as were also his father

and brothers , understanding, as they did , ma

chinery, the steam-engine , photography, gas

making, etc. The boy's grandfather was super

intendent of the royal mint and a member of

the king's privy council, and the father had

charge ofthe government gold mines at Pachim.

They so earnestly requested us to take the

lad to America with us, to be thoroughly edu

cated as a civil and mining engineer, that we

could not refuse them, desirous as we were

of still doing all in our power for the good ofthe

land and the people we so reluctlantly left. So

webrought on both these brave little fellows

with us across the seas, as members of our

family, and in due time were established with

them in my old home. I should have mentioned

as to the latter ofthese lads that his friends , who

were wealthy of course, were to defray all his

expenses .

I had been home little over a year when cer

tain financial reverses left us with a home of our

own to be sure , but without income, and with

the boy we had undertaken to bring up on our

hands. One lad , however, still paid his expenses .

Two years more passed away, and he too was

thrown upon us for support. The story will

sound like romance, but alas it is too true.

The father had incurred the grave displeasure

of his sovereign by strangely eloping with the

daughter (by a native mother, but highly edu

cated in England) of the English consul-general

--carrying her off in a steam yacht, which he

owned, to the mining works at Pachim, where

he was a sort of viceroy. Unfortunately for

the young noble, the ex-regent, the most pow

erful of all the nobility, had a grudge against his

family, and now was an opportunity to gratify it.

He took advantage of the king's displeasure to

bring charges against him ofembezzlement, etc.,

and when he returned from his three weeks'

wedding trip to Bangkok, had him arrested.

He was whipped to extort confession, imprison

ed, and thrown into irons.

Mr. Consul General, who at first had been

very angry, now espoused the cause of his new

son-in-law and demanded his release , threaten

ing a bombardment of the city by an English

fleet, and actually ordering up from Singapore an

English gunboat. The Siamese stood firm, how

ever, and dispatched an envoy to England de

manding the consul's recall. This was finally

granted them, the English Government pro

nouncing his interference unjustifiable ; and on

the consul's leaving and the envoy's return

triumphant some months after, sentence of be

heading was executed at once uponmy poor boy's

father ; his mother and the other native wives

(the English wife with her babe made good

her escape to England) were made slaves in the

king's rice mills, and all the property was con

fiscated. The boy's grandfather and his two

uncles, once great favorites with the king, were

that same night arrested , put in chains, and

their houses and property seized by the crown.

And in chains they still lie. It would seem as if

nothing else than the ruin of the family could

satisfy their vindictive enemy. And yet the

king knows he had none more capable of serv

ing him , but he is powerless against the ex

regent, who in fact put him on the throne. I

cannot but believe however, that on the death

oftheir foe (and he is quite and old man) this

family will be restored to favor.

"

Notwithstanding these unexpected calamities

which have befallen us, we have persevered in

our purpose to give these boys a thorough edu

cation, both for their own sakes and for Siam's

sake. They are intelligent and amiable, and,

better still, are , we trust, sincere Christians. In

1880 both of them, desiring to acknowledge be

fore men the Saviour in whom they believed,

and being judged worthy, were baptized and re

ceived to church membership. It strangely

happened that the very next day there came

across the seas the unexpected and terrible

tidings to the young nobleman of his father's exe

cution , his mother's slavery, and grandfather's

and uncles' imprisonment, and of the loss of all.

Poor boy he had secured the unfailingFriend

none to soon.

They are both promising lads. Uniformly

good reportsas to their deportment and diligence

have been received. The professor in charge of

their class writes, " They are doing well in their

studies," are " industrious and capable." One

ofthem at the close of the first term " ranked

fifth in a class of 34," which is certainly very

creditable to a boy from a heathen land in a

New England school. They maintain too their

Christian character and an earnest purpose to fit

themselves for usefulness in the land of their

birth. They are both 23 years of age. The

young nobleman bears a strong resemblance to

his unfortunate father whose career ended so

tragically, and in looks is a good specimen of

the better class of Siamese.

It may bethat you have in the circle of your

acquaintance those who could be induced to také

an interest in these Siamese youth and carry

them through their education, and thus through

them aid not a little in the work of Christianiz

ing and elevating that interesting kingdom from

which they come.

Tribute to Missionaries.. I have of

ten been asked, " What of the mis

sionaries of the East? Arethey true,

and dothey serve their Master? " And

I have always been a swift witness to

say-and I say it now, solemnly and
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THE MIRACLES OF MISSIONS.- No. III.

[ EDITORIAL.-A. T. P. ]

66 ""
THE WILD MEN OF BURMAH.

WHEN the missionaries first landed in Burmah they were not even

aware of the existence of the Karens or Karians or wild men, a rude

race inhabiting also Siam and parts of China, dwelling in jungles and

mountainous districts, and numbering from 35,000 to 40,000. They

reckon themselves by families, and though a family should number hun

dreds of souls it has but one house. Their government is primitive and

patriarchal. They wear but little clothing, generally a long sleeveless

shirt of coarse cotton. It is now sixty years ago since these obscure

people were discovered by the Baptist missionaries. They were oppressed

and virtually enslaved by the Burmans.

While their Burman oppressors turned proudly away from the cross,

and clung the closer and the more resolutely to the follies and absurdi

ties of their atheistic idolatry, these humble people emerged from their

obscure hiding places and not only heard the simple message of the

gospel with a strange gladness, but bore the tidings from village to

village till hundreds had been baptized and added to the church of God.

Wherever the missionaries went the good news had preceded them, and

in even the most remote, retired and untraveled quarters they found

some who, like Simeon, were waiting for more light and prepared for

its reception. Side by side with preaching went the mission schools.

By lessons in language and science, as well as in the faith of Christ,

these devoted men and women sought to lead the young from the

vanities, idolatries and superstitions of their ancestors, and displace the

doctrines of Gautama by the teachings of Jesus. The printing press

was also brought into requisition . Within ten years after the mission

was begun fonts of type were prepared in each of the Karen dialects,

and thousands of copies of books, tracts and portions of the Scriptures

were published. The natives speaking the several languages soon

learned to print them and became valuable helpers both in producing

and distributing the issues of the press.

It may be worth while to trace at least the grand outlines of this

wonderful history of modern gospel triumphs. When in 1828 Mr.

Boardman removed from Maulmain to Tavoy there lived in his family

a middle-aged man who had been a slave till the missionaries themselves

purchased his freedom. Already a convert to Christianity, soon after

their arrival in this stronghold of Gautama with its two hundred Bud

dhist priests, this poor Karen was baptized . His name was Kho-Thah

byu. He was the first Karen convert ; his turning to Christ was the

turning point in the history of the degraded race to which he belonged,
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and the work begun in his transformation was the auspicious forerunner

and foretaste of a success which has in all Christian history scarce any

superior or even equal as a demonstration of divine power. These

"wild men," upon whom even the Burmans looked down with haughty

contempt as servile inferiors, weaker in body and mind than their

oppressors, the victims of intemperance and disgusting vices, were

cruelly trodden under foot and virtually enslaved by the Burmans, who

forced them to till the land, pay exorbitant taxes, and do all kinds of slave

labor. To escape their persecutors they became half-nomads, wander

ing into remote and inaccessible regions that they might not be kid

napped and reduced to bondage. Though they had some crude belief

in deity, and a future state with its awards, they had neither a definite

religious faith and form of religion nor a priesthood. Yet these were

the people whose unbounded enthusiasm in receiving the gospel has

proven that none are so low that the good news may not at once

reach to their deep degradation and accomplish their moral uplifting

and utter transformation. Soon after Mr. Boardman settled at Tavoy,

Ko-Thah-byu brought to him several Karens of the city. This first

convert not only evinced a true and deep interest in Christ, but a pas

sion for other souls that proved how the degraded pagan may not only

be converted , but take up the work of winning souls with avidity and

constancy.

At one of the Karen villages, twelve years before, a traveling Mussul

man had left a mysterious book, which he told the Karens was sacred

and entitled to divine honors. The superstitious party who had charge

of it knew nothing of its contents, but wrapped it in muslin and

encased it in basket-work of reeds covered with pitch, like the Nile

cradle of Moses. The mysterious book became a deified object and

religiously venerated. The keeper himself became a kind of high

priest and sacristan combined, and it was vaguely believed that a treas

ure had been sent them from above which some future messenger

would claim and explain. When Mr. Boardman came to the village he

was visited by the guardian of the holy book to ask concerning its

character. He could give no opinion till he should examine the book.

So the keeper of it returned to his own village and came back after sev

eral days bearing the revered book and followed by a numerous train

of interested people, all eager to know Mr. Boardman's verdict concern

ing this unknown volume. The wrappings were removed, and an old,

torn, worn-out copy of The Book of Common Prayer and Psalms was

revealed. It was an Oxford edition in English. Mr. Boardman, like

Paul at Athens, told the people they were, in their way, very religious,

but their devotion was misplaced. They had been ignorantly wor

shiping an unknown god, and he took opportunity now to declare to

them the message of the true God. "That book," said he, "is a good

book, and teaches of the true God in heaven, " The docility of the
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people was amazing. These Karens seemed to feel the sin of having

given to a mere book the homage due only to God, and during the two

days of Mr. Boardman's stay received with deep interest his instruc

tion. The aged keeper of the book saw that his office and dignity were

at an end and laid aside his sorcerer's fantastical dress and wand which

had been for twelve years the sign and sceptre of his authority and in

fluence.

In 1831 Mr. Boardman yielded to solicitation and began to visit the

Karen villages, accompanied by the devoted Kho-Thah-byu. First of

all they went to the village of Tshick-Koo, the repository of the " sacred

volume." The journey was through a country where the very hills

and mountains were monuments of idolatry-every height was crowned

with a pagoda.

Three days' journey brought him to Tshick-Koo, where he not only

found a cordial welcome, but a zayat had been built in anticipation of

his coming, and it was large enough to accommodate the whole popu

lation of the small village. There at once he preached, Kho-Thah-byu

being his interpreter to such as were ignorant of Burman. Not only

was he heard gladly, but some stayed all night at the zayat to hear him

and the next day crowded about him with presents, and at the end of

the second day five came forward to receive baptism, one of them the

old sorcerer himself. Wherever he went he was received with great

hospitality and frequently found candidates for baptism who had first

heard of Christ from the lips of Kho-Thah-byu . This itinerant experi

ence of ten days determined him to form a grand plan of comprehen

sive missionary operations, embracing preaching tours among the vil

lages and establishment of Christian schools.

In 1829 the famous Tavoy rebellion scattered the little band of Karen

disciples, broke up the schools and destroyed the mission premises, but

when Mr. Boardman returned the fugitives came back from the jungles

and new power attended the preaching of the word. There were those

verging upon old age who traveled fifty miles by hard and perilous paths

to apply for baptism . Kho-Thah-byu went often over the mountains

to bear the gospel message, and from these distant homes, some of

them on the borders of Siam, there came to the missionaries Karen

inquirers who had been first reached by these disciples, who, scattered

abroad, went preaching the word. On one occasion Kho-Thah-byu

brought back forty of his countrymen.

Mr. Boardman's health gave way and he saw that his end was near.

These simple Karens in the villages roundabout, fearing that he

would not beable to visit them as he had promised, came to Tavoy and

bore him ona cot upon their shoulders to the zayat they had built for his

use on the banks of a beautiful stream, where the sloping mountain

sides were lined with Karen villages. There he found about fifty can

didates for baptism. With the aid of Rev. Mr. Mason and native dis
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ciples the dying missionary examined the candidates, and at the sunset

hour his cot was placed by the riverside and the first Christian baptism

ever known in that district was celebrated in that mountain stream by

Mr. Mason. This was Mr. Boardman's " closing scene "-fit close to

the labors of a devoted missionary. They attempted to bear him

back to Tavoy, but he died on the way, and his tomb is in the midst of

what was once a Buddhist grove and beneath the shadow of a ruined

pagoda. Its simple marble slab bears an epitaph which reminds us of

Christopher Wren's memorial in St. Paul's cathedral, " If you seek his

monument, look around you."

The next prominent stage in this wonderful work among the Karens

was the gathering of these scattered converts from the villages into a

community by themselves, in order that they might be provided with

schools and other means of religious culture and growth quite imprac

ticable in their scattered condition . This docile people accepted Mr.

Mason's proposal, and about the year 1833 actually abandoned their

homes, and a site was chosen for a new Christian town. It was the

site of a former settlement known as " the ancient city, " but only tra

dition of its former condition survived. The newsettlement was called

Matah, city of love, almost the Karen equivalent for Philadelphia.

Fifteen years wrought there marvelous transformations : there might

be found, forty years ago, a flourishing church, Christian schools, and

a happy, harmonious people, their nomadic habits having given way to

a settled life of trade, industry, and agriculture. Heathen vices had

already been displaced by neatness, cleanliness, decency and order.

They began to support not only their own families but their own schools

and the institutions of the gospel. The history of the wonderful

changes wrought by the gospel among the " wild men " of Burmah

we cannot trace further. Both in manners and morals, in manhood

and household life, the Karen became unrecognizable after the gospel

had touched his mind and heart.

When Mr. Mason in 1832 visited the fields of the beloved Board

man's labor, he came to the villages under the jurisdiction of Moung So,

the chief, who early sought the missionaries at Tavoy, and he beheld

with astonishment the changes already wrought. Hear his own words :

" I no longer date from a heathen land. Heathenism has fled these

banks. I eat the rice and potatoes and fruit cultivated by Christian

hands, look on the fields of Christians, and see no dwellings but those

of Christian families. I am seated in the midst of a Christian village,

surrounded by a people that love, talk, act, and in my eyes look like

Christians !" And this was over fifty years ago.

At Dong-Yahn the lamented Eleanor Macomber, in December, 1836,

found the poor Karens, slaves of drunkenness and all the most loath

some vices of heathenism. With the aid only of two or three natives

she maintained at her own dwelling daily prayer and Sabbath worship
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and opened a small school. Before the close of the first season twelve

Karens, rescued out of their low and degraded paganism, were baptized

and formed into a church of Christ. By September of 1837 native

preachers were in charge of the church and schools, and Dong-Yahn

was the seat of a flourishing Christian community, from which over a

wide district crowded with Karens the light and life of the gospel was

extending. Her influence on the women and girls was such that scarce

a home in the numerous villages of the jungle had not felt the power

of her Christian womanhood to uplift and transform female character ;

and when in 1840, after less than four years of labor, she was called to

her reward, the wilderness had already begun to bloom like Eden and

the desert like the garden of the Lord. Persecution broke out, and

the poor victims fled in every direction, but they held fast their faith ,

and like primitive disciples preached it when scattered abroad.

Among the most fascinating stories of missions is this triumph of the

Christian faith in the wilderness of Burmah. It was propagated by

Karens, who themselves had only just heard it and had scarcely learned

to read the Gospels-men " persecuted and despised by cruel priests

and superstitious despots"-yet that gospel took possession of hundreds

of Karen hearts and homes and lifted a whole people to a new plane of

domestic and social life and started them on a new career ! What

hath God wrought !

But the work thus begun has grown with a rapidity seldom paral

leled. In 1878 the fiftieth anniversary of the conversion of Ko-Thah

byu was kept by jubilee gatherings and the consecration of the Memorial

Hall that bears his name. The Karens themselves built it for school and

other mission purposes at a cost of fifteen thousand dollars. It rep

resented twenty thousand then living disciples, converted from demon

worship, maintaining their own churches and schools, besides twenty

thousand more who, in the faith of Jesus, have died and gone to be

with him in glory.

At the dedication of this Hall four veteran native Karen pastors and

hundreds of others were present. The hall measures 134 feet on its

south front, 131 on the east, and 104 on the west. It has a splendid

audience room 66 by 38 feet, and with a fine gallery. Along the east

side is carved in Karen, " Behold the Lamb of God," etc. , and on the

west side, " These words . . . thou shall teach diligently unto thy

children." What a work may this hall see done in fifty years to come !

He who would realize what the gospel has done for the Karen slaves

must go and stand on that " gospel hill " and see Ko-Thah-byu Memo

rial Hall confronting Shway-Mote-Tau pagoda on an opposing hill,

with its shrines and fanes. Here is the double monument of what the

Karens were and are. Burmah has not only taken her stand among

the givers, but in 1880 ranked third in the list of donors to the Bap

tist Missionary Union, only Massachusetts and New York outranking

1
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her! Burmah gave $31,616.14 ! and of this amount the Karen

churches gave over $30,000 ! Fifty years ago in idolatry, now an evan

gelizing power ! And not content with this, they set about raising

another $25,000 to endow a normal and industrial institute ! Their

liberality puts to shame the so-called benevolence of our Christians at

We give out of our abundance ; "the abundance of their joy

and their deep poverty abound unto the riches of their liberality."

In the Government Administration Report for British Burmah for

1880-81 there is a glowing tribute to the American Baptist mission

aries, followed by the statement that there were then attached to their

communion " 451 Christian Karen parishes, most of which support

their own church, parish school and native pastor, and many of which

subscribe considerable sums for missionary work." The report adds :

" Christianity continues to spread among the Karens, to the great

advantage of the commonwealth, and the Christian Karen communities

are distinctly more industrious, better educated and more law-abiding

than the Burman and Karen villages around them. The Karen race

and the British Government owe a great debt to the American mission

aries, who have, under Providence, wrought this change among the

Karens of Burmah. "

In connection with these gospel triumphs the name of that first

Karen convert can never be forgotten. First in the Burmese Empire

to embrace Christianity, afterward pastor of Maubee, for many years

he preached the gospel to his despised and oppressed countrymen .

The servant of Christ, the apostle of the Karens, whose conversion was

the pivotal point in the history of a whole people, was a poor degraded

Karen slave !

Sau Quala was one of the first converts among the degraded Karens.

From the lowest state the gospel raised him, with a rapidity that no

civilization ever knew, to a noble Christian manhood . His first im

pulse was to tell others of Jesus. He helped to translate the Bible into

the Karen tongue, for fifteen years guided the missionaries throughthe

jungles, and then himself began to preach and to plant new churches.

In one year he had formed nine, with 741 converts ; in less than three

years the nine had grown to thirty, with 2,000 converts. He did his

work without salary, and when the English Government offered him

a position, with large compensation, he at once declined , though his

poverty was such as prevented him from taking his lovely wife with

him in his missionary tours ! This one man, whom no bait of money

or position or personal ease could win to leave his holy and unselfish

work, is an unanswerable proof that a power higher than man works

in Christianity. And yet there are those who "do not believe in

missions !"
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WOMAN'S WORK FOR MISSIONS.

[EDITORIAL.—A. T. P. ]

PAUL writes to the Philippians of those " women which labored.

with him in the gospel ; " mark the phrase, " who labored with me in

the gospel " výjav — were my co-athletes, fellow-gladiators, as

though the life and labor of the gospel were an arena and they were

his fellow-combatants, destined to the crown of life !

-
συνήθλησαν

God fitted woman constitutionally for a high service in the gospel.

Woman is pre-eminent above man in her sentimental, emotional and

religious nature, and so it is that she holds the very keys of the domes

tic sanctuary in the opportunity to form youthful character. She has

marvelous capacity for teaching and for endurance. She is especially

fitted to care for, sympathize with and reach her own sex. Hitherto in

our denominational schemes she has been quite too much neglected and

her work almost altogether ignored . But now the time has come when

her capacity and sagacity, her intelligence and her consecration, bid fair

to constitute her the leader of the modern missionary host. When we

think of Augustine and his mother Monica, Chrysostom and his mother

Anthusa, Basil of Cæsarea and his grandmother Emmelia, Gregory of

Nazianzen and Nonna, Theodoret and his mother, no marvel that

Libanius, the pagan rhetorician, exclaimed in amazement, "What

women these Christians have !"

Let us not forget how much woman can do for the rising generation

byfostering inthem a spirit of consecration to the work of God in evan

gelizing the world. The Scriptures * tell us to whom the world and the

church are indebted under God for the labors of Timothy : "I call to

remembrance the unfeigned faith that is in thee which dwelt first in

thy grandmother Lois and thy mother Eunice"; "from a child thou

hast known the holy Scriptures. " Here is the double secret not only

a pious education, but a pious ancestry transmitting an aptitude for a

religious life, almost as though faith and devotion of soul to Christ

were become hereditary, like the curse of a sinful character.

Put in contrast to the exclamation of Libanius what Napoleon said :

" France is lost for want of mothers." There was a boy at Athens,

according to the old story, who used to boast that he ruled all Athens,

and when asked how, he said , " Why, I rule my mother, my mother

rules my father, and my father rules the city. " But there is a reverse

side to this statement. The mother shapes the character and influence

of the child, the child determines the future man and woman ; and so

in the hands of the mothers God puts the character of the whole gen

eration that in thirty years is to give shape to society. As we trace

*Comp. 2 Tim. i . 5 , and iii . 15 .
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publish the Imprensa Evangelica , a weekly re

ligious paper, of which he was the first and

ablest editor ; a monthly Missionario Juvenil

(organ of the young people's missionary society

of the church and school at Sao Paulo) , self

sustaining, and third, Revista das Missões

Nacionals, edited by one of our native ministers

on behalfof the Society of National Missions

self-sustaining and stimulating by its monthly

reports all the churches of the presbytery to

self-support . The school which I began in 1872

as a parish school has grown from a primary to

a school of over 200 pupils, embracing normal

classes of both sexes and a department for

training our theological students. We have eight

native pastors (two others have gone up to the

General Assembly of the First-born) , and sev

eral candidates under care of the presbytery.

The Synod of Brazil will have on its roll the

names of at least 12 native ministers , besides 21

foreign missionaries.

Bhaisdehi, Betul Dist. , Cent. Prov. , India.

January 24 , 1888 .

EDITORS OF MISSIONARY REVIEW. I praise

God that he has led you to take upthe work which

dear R. G. Wilder was compelled to lay down .

May he grant you grace and spiritual power to

do mighty things for Christ's glory in the

responsible place in which he has placed you !

I am thankful that you have started a " fund "

to send THE MISSIONARY REVIEW OF THE

WORLD to the 3,000 young men and women in

the United States and Great Britain who have

devoted their lives to the missionary work.

I hope that you will also start another fund to

send THE REVIEW to all missionaries now

actually laboring among the heathen who are

not able to pay for it. As a rule, among this

class are laborers in . self-supporting missions

and so-called independent or faith missionaries.

There are also beloved brethren under some or

all of the boards who on account of the demand

for the education of their children or other de

mands are not able to pay for THE REVIEW,

though they would much like to have it. One

way to sustain the zeal of this goodly army of

young men and women who have devoted their

lives to the mission cause is to keep the fire of

devotion and enthusiasm burning in the hearts

ofthe laborers already out in the harvest field .

God bless you and wondrously endue you with

power from on high ! Yours in Christ,

KORKOO MISSION. ALBERT NORTON.

Christian High School of Siam.

[Letter from Rev. J. A. Eakin . ]

EDITORS OF MISSIONARY REVIEW. In the

opinion ofthe missionaries in Siam and also ofthe

Pres. Board of Foreign Missions, the time has

cometo found in Siam a school which will ulti

mately grow into a first- class educational estab

lishment for that country. The government

⚫ schools which have been established there have

done a good work in exciting a popular demand

for education, and in furnishing a number of ex

cellent text-books in the Siamese language.

Theyare, however, mainly used for fitting native

young men for positions as clerks and translators

in the government service . They are not avail

able for the training of teachers of good educa

tion and ability, nor for the preliminary educa

tion of native ministers. It is believed that a

suitable institution of the kind here suggested

would receive extensive patronage from wealthy

Siamese princes and nobles, as well as from the

king himself, whose gifts in aid of Christian edu

cation have been frequent and liberal. It is not

intended at present to expend a large sum of

money in organizing an institution beyond the

present demand, but it is proposed so to organ

ize it that it shall be able to keep pace with the

needs ofthe people , and in time to become an

institution like Robert College in Constantinople,

doing efficient work for the country of its loca

tion.

-

It is proposed to establish a Christian ' high

school in Siam for the purpose of giving native

young men a plain , practical education , such as

will fit them for usefulness in any honorable

employment, but especially with a view to pre

pare them for teaching, with the ultimate design

ofraising up a native ministry which can be

supported by the people . It will be a school for

the training of native Christian workers . In

undertaking this work it is not considered ad

visable to erect buildings in the outset , which

would require nearly two years of valuable

time, but rather to rent the necessary buildings

for the present, expecting that after the school

has made a reputation and its work has become

favorably known , a more desirable location can

be obtained, perhaps as a gift from the king , and

considerable aid can be secured in the way of

contributions from Siamese gentlemen of wealth

and liberality, and from foreign merchants

residing in Bangkok.

The school is to be organized under the care

and control of the Presbyterian Board, which

will have charge of all property belonging to the

school, and direct the general policy to be fol

lowed and the expenditure of the funds con

tributed, being assisted by a board of advisers

residing in Siam. The Bible will be a text-book

for all classes. Daily studies in both Siamese

and English will be required of all students ,

translating each language into the other. In

addition to this the course of study will in

clude instruction in mathematics and the nat

ural sciences , mental and moral philosophy, and

normal methods of teaching, being similar to

the course given in our best normal schools , and'

equivalent in mental discipline to the course in

a first-rate classical academy.

It is estimated that $ 15,000 will be sufficient to

establish this institution on a permanent basis ,

with a prospect of becoming self-supporting

after a few years. It is proposed to raise this

sum in advance , and to place it in the hards of

the Presbyterian Board , to be expended by them

in sending out and supporting three teachers
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and providing the necessary equipments for the

school . Of this sum $10,000 has already been

secured , mainly in large contributions, and it is

hoped the remainder will soon be offered , so that

the work may be begun as soonas possible . This

board has elected Rev. J. A. Eakin , who was for

four years a teacher in the King's school in Bang

kok, to be principal ofthe Christian high school,

and authorized him to solicit funds for this pur

pose. The board also cordially recommends

this school to the churches as a suitable object

for memorial offerings during the centennial

year, and the Executive Committee of the Cen

tenary Fund have placed it on their list as one

of the special causes for which contributions are

requested.

There are special reasons for urging the begin

ning ofthis enterprise at the present time.

1. The Siamese are entirely dependent on the

Presbyterian Church of this country for the

knowledge of the gospel. No other denomina

tion is laboring for their evangelization.

2. The present missionary force is altogether

insufficient. In Siam proper there are only four

ordained missionaries and four or five native

preachers for a population of six million souls.

3. The situation of affairs in Siam is remarka

bly favorable for the successful planting of such

a school . The king has promised to establish a

system of national schools throughout the coun

try. He has intimated his willingness to employ

Christian teachers in these schools . Here, then,

is our opportunity to prepare Christian young

menfor this work, and so mould the future edu

cation of the entire kingdom. The opportunity

is ours now. It will soon pass away from us un

less it is improved . Contributions may be sent

to Rev. J. A. Eakin or to the treasurer of the

Board of Foreign Missions, marked for the

Christian High School of Siam.

Have Not I Commanded Thee ?

[Letterfrom Miss Grace E. Wilder.

Concluded from p. 285 , April No. ]

ONE has said, " Where our Father has written

out for us a plain direction about anything, he

will not of course make an especial revelation to

us about that thing. " Doubtless in his great

love he does help our weak faith by special

providences. But God forbid that we insist ona

special providence before we obey such a clear

revelation as that to carry the gospel to every

creature.

rather than God's will ? " Herein is my Father

glorified that ye bear much fruit .

But has not God for each child that sense of

nearness to him which comes from special di

rection? God does send special impressions,

but should we lean on these except as confirm

ing God's word ? Is not what we term a special

call simply God's hand reaching down to help us

to acknowledge our " high calling in Christ

Jesus ?"

Some are saying , My concern should be, not the

conversion of souls, not the evangelizing of this

world, but the doing God's will, accomplishing

his purpose for me. Does not this imply that

his purpose for me is an exception to his re

vealed purpose for his children ? Did the early

Christians make a mistake that all interpreted

God's will to be the extension of Christ's king

dom ? In the space of a year the Thessalonian

church made the gospel known through the re

gion of Macedonia and Achaia. Is this ambition

""

If in Christ Jesus should we not find our mis

sionary call as easily as the Crown Prince finds

his heirship to the throne ? If challenged for

our right to seek a missionary life, we can per

haps point to the hour or circumstance through

which we realized our high calling, but if not

this, directly to our high calling . " He that

winneth souls is wise ." "Follow me." "I

come to seck and to save the lost." "Ye shall

be mywitnesses , both in Jerusalem and in Judea

and Samaria, and unto the uttermost parts of

the earth." Accepting this Bible missionary

call, we can extend it and say to a brother

Christian , " It is your privilege to be a mission

ary just as much as mine." "Let him that

heareth say come ." It is your privilege to seek

a neglected field , unless hindered . "Go ye

into the highways and hedges. " This choice

will not diminish daily guidance or nearness to

God. A fixed purpose to enter Canaan was the

reason of the guiding pillar and cloud . Those

who lean hardest and are asking God to

shape every hour of life must bethose who be

lieve that the Christian's calling is to carry life

to those in the shadow of death. This convic

tion leads to close walking with God. Go "

and "lo ! " (Matt . xxviii. 19 , 20) were linked by

Jesus.

**

Oh that the spirit of God'may so fill us that

we shall seek Christ's last command, yea have it

our chief desire to " preach the gospel to the

meek, to bind up the broken-hearted , and bring

deliverance to captives." We shall then, like a

certain young man, be willing to burn the im

plements of our former pursuits. We shall , like

him, follow even when a prophet says, Go back.

Three times was the temptation repeated, but

every time the young man answers, " As the

Lord liveth and as my soul liveth I will not leave

thee." Is this fixedness of desire rewarded ?

When they had passed over Jordan Elijah says,

Ask what I shall do for thee ? "Let a double

portion of thy spirit be upon me," was the

young man's request.

66

His desire must stand still another test.

Thou hast done hard in asking, nevertheless ,

if thou see me when I am taken from thee it

shall be so unto thee." This condition involved

not only intense desire but a firm purpose. He

must keep watch constantly. The great future

of Elisha-the power with which he performed

twice as many miracles as Elijah-was con

ditioned upon eager seeking for his Master's

spirit.

Our prize is the mind of the Lord Jesus and

the power of the Holy Spirit, by which we are
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to do greater works than he did . The condi

tion of our receiving it is , " Go ye into all the

world and preach the gospel to every creature. "

A Remarkable Letter from Siam.

[The following was written and published by

us in another magazine some months ago , but is

worthy of a place in this REVIEW. We give it

only in part.-EDS. ]

THE past fifteen days have been busy and joy

ful ones for the missionaries at Petchaburi. The

king ofSiam, with hundreds ofprinces , ministers

of state, nobles and soldiers , has been in our

city,the king resting in his palace on the top ofa

mountain, one mile from our home ; the plains

below covered with soldiers and followers in

camp ; the river in front, above and below our

home, filled with crowded boats. We have had

daily preaching ofthe gospel to good audiences ,

and at night through the sciopticon , Bible pic

tures have drawn large crowds to hear the life

of our Lord. Our homes, schools and hospitals

were visited by princes and nobles , who encour

aged us in our work, some of them in a very

substantial way.

We could not help noting the contrast between

now and former days. Not many years ago ,

when the king passed along the highways , the

people were compelled to fall upon their faces

and did not dare look upon his Majesty. Now

the king rode out to the villages and through

the streets, halting now and then to speak with

the people. Crowds greeted him along the way,

and large companies visited him daily at the

palace . His Majesty had many kind words for

them . On one occasion about two hundred aged

women sought him at the palace, carrying with

them offerings of fruits, sugar, sweetmeats, flow

ers , etc. The king received them kindly . Ad

dressing one old lady, he said , " Well, grand

mother, when your king comes to visit the

province, are you filled with fear or does it give

you joy ?" The old lady answered, " Your

Majesty's visit fills us with joy. Why, before

your Majesty arrived we took three meals a day,

but since your arrival we have been so happy

that we take but one meal a day, and are satis

fied ." The king laughed heartily and replied ,

" If that is the case I shall come frequently. "

His Majesty sent these (as well as all who sought

him) away rejoicing over liberal gifts from his

hand.

prime minister, summoned Dr. Thompson and

his medical assistant, Rev. Mr. Cooper, and the

writer, to an audience . It was a glad day for us

and an important one in the history of this mis

sion .

Shortly after his arrival the king rode through

the streets , and on noticing our little school

houses expressed his joy, and inquired of the

prime minister of Siam and the governor of

Petchaburi as to the extent of the school work,

number of pupils, how it was sustained , etc.

These officials having visited our schools were

able to give the king considerable information.

The next day the royal physician visited our

hospital and inspected it. That night he report

ed to the king, who intimated that he would be

glad to have a report from the missionaries re

garding their work, its needs , etc. We there

fore prepared reports , and they were presented

to him, and on the following day he, through his

After ascending the mountain we were invited

to seats in a hall occupied by several princes,

amongthemthe Minister ofEducation , the king's

private secretary and the Minister for Foreign

Affairs. We were hardly seated before the

princes began to question ' us regarding the

Christian religion and the nature of our mission .

They put many searching questions about the

creation, atonement, forgiveness of sins , mira

cles, future life , etc. , thus giving us a good op

portunity to preach Christ to them. One of the

princes stated that he was a reformed Buddhist,

that he discarded the supernatural from Buddh

ism , and that he did not regard Buddha as a god,

but simply a great teacher, and received only

his moral teachings . We learned from the

prince that this viewis rapidly gaining adherents

in Siam . Our conversation lasted for one hour

and a half, and was enjoyed by all. After this

pleasure we were conducted to the palace and

met at the door of the drawing-room by the

king, who, after grasping our hands , warmly in

vited us to chairs, and at once began question

ing us regarding our work, relieving us of no

little embarrassment , and showing us that in

stead of being summoned to a formal audience

wewere to have a familiar talk on mission work.

The king at first expressed his gratitude to Dr.

Thompson for the surgical aid given the marines

who were injured by the gunboat explosion , and

then for his medical work among the people,

assuring him of future aid and urging him to

carry on the work to the best of his ability . He

then told us of his joy at seeing and hearing of

our schools over the city, asked many questions

concerning our plans and told us of his plans for

a system of public free schools for his country ,

which he hoped to establish at an early day.

He then called the Minister of Education, and

told him that ifthe missionaries should apply for

text-books or other aid for the mission schools

in Petchaburi, he must grant them freely. Then

turning to us he said : " I wish to place your

schools-as to aid from the government-on a

plane with the government schools. " We ex

pressed to him the gratitude of the Board of

Foreign Missions for liberal aid and encourage.

ment received from him in the past, and also for

the liberty granted the missionaries in their la

bors. The king replied , " During our reign we

always have encouraged and will in the future

encourage the American missionaries , being

fully persuaded that you are deeply interested in

and laboring for the good of the people. " His

Majesty then bestowed upon Dr. Thompson a

handsome silver medal, to his medical assist

ant a well-filled purse , and the Rev. Mr. Cooper

and the writer beautiful presents , saying, " These

are tokens of my appreciation, and they will

serve to keep this occasion in remembrance."

After taking us each by the hand and wishing us

success in our work, he withdrew.




