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the refuge farm 4,000. In 1856 and 1857 the annual cost was 15,000.

In 1858 31,000, and in 1859 33,000, and up to the close of that year

the whole income had been more than 118,000 crowns. Where did it

come from ? Not all from Hermannsburg, though some peasants there

gave 500 crowns at a time. It came from all quarters, some from Odessa

on the Black Sea on one side, and some from New Orleans on the

other. Pastor Harms said, " It is the gift of God. " He adds : " It is

wonderful when one has nothing, and 10,000 crowns are laid in his

hand by the dear Saviour." When he found the mission house called

for so much, he said, ' Let it take, I shall receive, and I went to my

God and through prayer obtained what I needed . Recently I had to

pay 550 crowns with only 400 in hand, and when I told the Lord,

three letters brought 145, and a laborer handed me ten, so that I had

five over. Once I needed a medicine chest and was just praying for it

when a letter came offering one."

What a treasure did Pastor Harms find laid up in heaven ! With

what feelings has he met one after another from his own flock, and

African Zulus, and Bechuanas, in that abode of holiness ! And this

man was not an apostle. He did not live in a golden age, but he

grappled with rationalism in faith , and selfishness in life, till only a

few years ago. May we not be like him ? If not in striking out some

new mode of doing good, yet in doing with our might what our hands

find to do for Christ. When we go home to meet Pastor Harms

in heaven what shall we have to set over against his service to Christ,

what shall we have to talk with him about of grace bestowed upon us

also to promote the advancement of the Kingdom of Christ ?

THE MIRACLES OF MISSIONS.

THE STORY OF SIAM.

[EDITORIAL.--A. T. P.]

IN the magic tales of missions the Land of the White Elephant has

not been conspicuous. There has been no such rapid , startling,

striking development of results as has marked the South Sea Islands,

parts of India, Japan, and even papal lands like France and Italy.

In Siam the kingdom comes without observation. Neither do men

say " Lo ! here, or lo, there ! " as though to call attention to some

amazing phenomenon . Hence bysome who look on missions with hy-

percritical and unsympathetic eyes silence has been taken to imply that

there is nothing to be said that is encouraging as to past toils or stimu-

lating as to the future triumphs.

For this very reason we select Siam as the subject of this next paper

in our series. Here are a land and a people, among the most interest-

ing in the Orient, of which little has been known until of late, and of

which even now many otherwise intelligent Christian disciples have

yet to be accurately informed. Owing to the native custom of num-

bering only the males, it is difficult to get accurate returns of the
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population . But probably in Siam and the Laos country there are not

far from eight millions. In other words, with an area six times as

great as the State of New York, Siam has a population about equal to

that empire state. Its capital , Bangkok, the Venice of the Orient,

contains itself probably half a million .

We smile at the homage there paid to the " strange colored " ele-

phant, which ranks among the nobility, has titles, gold bands on his

tusks, is served by kneeling attendants with trays of silver, and is

sprinkled with sacred water by obsequious priests, and attended by

court physicians. But we must not judge the Siamese, by this hom-

age to a beast, to be simply a degraded and superstitious nation of

elephant worshipers ; nor, bythe shoe-brush top-knot, or tuft of coarse

black hair on the crown of the head, must we infer that they have

neither taste nor manners nor æsthetic notions. They are gentle,

amiable, respectful to parents and to old age, kind to children, urbane

and polite to strangers, above the average in cleanliness and intelli-

gence, and capable of high culture and refinement. They are un-

truthful and conceited, polygamy prevails among them, gambling

houses abound, and men have been known to sell their own wives and

children to pay debts incurred in this fascinating " vice of risk. " But

not even in China and India have women such freedom and intelli-

gence and ability ; and in few countries do wider doors to mission

efforts present themselves. Buddhism is here found in its purest and

most unmixed state, with its virtual atheism, and materialism, and

wheel of endless transmigrations, with Nepon, like the Brahmanistic.

Nirvana, the goal of all desire, annihilation of all individual being.

Idols abound everywhere. In one temple as many as 14,000 may be

found ; and in Bangkok alone are 200 temples with 10,000 yellow-

robed lazy priests supported by charity.

The conditions were not inviting to missionary labor ; and to com-

plicate the question still more, the papal church had carried its cor-

rupted form of Christianity into Müang Ti, " The Land of the Free, " as

early as 1662 , and had lowered even the Romish standard of the

gospel to a level scarce above that of heathenism itself, seeking to win

converts by accommodating, if not assimilating, Christianity to the

native prejudices and customs.

It is now some seventy years ago since the first Protestant approaches

were made to that shrine of Buddhism ; and, curiously enough, it was

woman's hand, as in the zenana work in India and the evangelistic

work in Mexico, that put the gospel's golden key in the door that

opened into Siam. While living at Rangoon, in Burmah, Mrs. Ann

Hasseltine Judson became deeply interested in the Siamese residents

in that city. On the last day of April , 1818, she wrote to a friend in

this country as follows :

"Accompanying is a catechism in Siamese which I have just copied for
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you. Ihave attended to the Siamese language for about a year and a half,

and, with the assistance of my teacher, have translated into the Siamese

tongue the Burman Catechism just prepared by Dr. Judson, a tract con-

taining an abstract of Christianity , and the Gospel of Matthew."

A very simple unpretending clause in private correspondence ; but

how little that seraphic woman knew its full significance ! In 1819

that catechism came forth from the mission press at Serampore, the

first Christian book ever printed in Siamese. The press was to

beone of God's foremost agencies for the regeneration of Siam, and to

a woman it was given to set that agency in motion, and in so doing

lead Protestant effort in Siam !

Ten years after Mrs. Judson wrote that letter, in 1828, Dr. Carl

Gutzlaff, the famous German missionary, with Rev. Mr. Tomlin ,

visited Bangkok, treated thousands of patients who applied for medi-

cal aid, and distributed boxes of books and tracts in the Chinese

tongue ; and they were so impressed with the need of Siam and the

open door to the missionary, that they appealed to the churches of

America to send forth laborers into this new harvest field . Mr. Tom-

lin's health compelled him to remove to Singapore, and Gutzlaff was

left alone. He was but twenty-five years old when he came to Bang-

kok, and was there only three years ; but those years left a permanent

impress on Siamese evangelization . In 1829, Dr. Gutzlaff having

prepared in Siamese a tract and one Gospel, went to Singapore to

print them. While there he married Maria Newell and brought her

back to Siam, the first Christian woman that ever labored there.

died the next year, and, mourning the loss of his devoted and efficient

helper, his failing health drove him to China. With what energy

and devotion Dr. Gutzlaff had spent those three years may be inferred

from his not only learning the language, but, with Tomlin's help,

translating into Siamese the New Testament. Thus what Mrs. Jud-

son began, Dr. Gutzlaff carried on.

She

In June, 1831 , Rev. David Abeel, sent by the American Board, ar-

rived in Siam, but after eighteen months was likewise forced by illness

to withdraw. In 1834 came Rev. Messrs. Johnson and Robinson, and

in 1835, Dr. D. B. Bradley. For thirty-eight years Dr. Bradley was

permitted to labor ; and when in 1873 he died , he left two daughters,

Mrs. MacGilvary and Mrs. Cheek, wives of missionaries, to represent

him on the field .

For brevity's sake we curtail this narrative of Siamese missions, that

we may give two illustrations of God's wonder working in this land ,

where the eyes of so few ever turn with intelligent and absorbed in-

terest. We select, first, a marked instance of supernatural Provi-

dence ; and then some equally unmistakable examples of His illum-

ining and transforming grace.

When in 1847 Rev. Stephen Mattoon and Dr. Samuel R. House ar-

rived at Bangkok, to represent what is, since the withdrawal of the
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American Board and of the American Missionary Society, the only

mission to the Siamese-that of the Presbyterians-they found

scarce a foothold. The king, then on the throne, was actively, though

secretly, the foe of missions ; and by his subtle influence with the

people he so successfully thwarted them that they could scarce get , by

rental or purchase, a house in which to live, or even food to eat. That

same monarch so became involved in complications with the British

Government that the expulsion of the missionaries seemed inevitable

in the unsettled state of the country and the excited state of the Sia-

mese mind.

It was now 1851 ; a generation had passed away since Mrs. Judson

made that first approach to Siam, and the entire work of thirty-three

years seemed threatened with defeat and disappointment, all through

the inveterate hostility and obstinacy of the king. He was jealous of

the growing influence of the missionaries and the increased " merit

making" of the physicians. The native teachers had been thrown into

prison, the servants of the missionaries fled , and no way seemed open

but a way out of Siam, as soon as a ship should come to bear them away.

Just then-April 3, 1851, —the king died, in the very crisis of

affairs. God was again " known by the judgment which He execu-

teth . " As on July 1 , 1839, in Turkey, the Sultan of the Universe, at a

similar crisis in missions there, and in a similar way, removed the

tyrannical Mahmûd who had just ordered the missionaries out of the

country ; so in 1851 the Sovereign in whose hand our very breath is

took away out of the path of missionary advance an otherwise insu-

perable obstacle, in the person of a malignant monarch.

A successor must be chosen, and the choice of the nobles fell upon

the one man, who above all others, as God saw, would remove all re-

strictions upon the legitimate work of the missionaries. Maha Mong-

kut, or Prah Chaum Klow was called from monastic seclusion to

sit on the throne of the " Sacred Prahbahts. " His enlightened policy

at once changed the whole aspect and prospect of Siamese missions.

Educated, liberal, tolerant ; a scholar as to attainments in language and

literature, science and general intelligence ; in his adoption of foreign

ideas and improvements a progressive statesman ; in his rule wise, hu-

mane ; in his bearing toward foreign residents and visitors urbane

and courteous ; in his intercourse with foreign powers high-toned and

conciliatory ; and in his aspirations for Siam as a member of the

family of nations a high-minded patriot, he had, on all Oriental

thrones, no rival. Such was the man whom the Providence of God

lifted to the Siamese monarchy at the most critical hour of modern

missions in that land. He reigned for nearly eighteen years, from

1851 to 1868 ; and under his rule missionaries have found not only

tolerance but influence, and that too not only among Siamese citizens

but at the Siamese Court.
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This was all the direct fruit of missions ; for that Buddhist priest-

king, while a private citizen , had been the pupil of a missionary of the

American Board, Rev. J. Caswell, who taught him the languages and

the sciences which prepared him for taking the reins of empire into

competent hands, and whose personal influence disposed him to be lib-

eral in his governmental policy, and friendly to all Christian mission-

aries. He ascended the golden steps with a heart full of kindly sen-

timents toward them ; they were invited to the royal palace, and were

made to enjoy the royal bounty and favor. Their letters at this time re-

count howtheir society was courted by princesand nobles ; howtheir ex-

iled teachers and servants returned to their places ; howthrongs cameto

them to get books and talk of their contents ; and how, free to go and

come as they would, they spoke in Jesus' name with confidence, no

man forbidding, and obtained a respectful hearing. They could, now

get suitable sites and erect suitable buildings for homes ; and in that

same year missionary ladies were admitted to teach in the palace

among the women of the royal harem. From that hour to this the

missionaries have been sheltered by the favor and protection of the

reigning monarchs.

The following document issued under royal sanction may give some

conception of the attitude of Chaum Klow toward the servants of

God : We quote in full :

"Many years ago the American missionaries came here. They came be-

fore any other Europeans, and they taught the Siamese to speak and read

the English language. The American missionaries have always been just

and upright men. They have never meddled in the affairs of the govern-

ment, nor created any difficulty with the Siamese. They have lived with

the Siamese just as if they belonged to the nation. The Government of

Siam has great love and respect for them and has no fear whatever con-

cerning them. When there has been any difficulty of any kind, the mission-

aries have many times rendered valuable assistance . For this reason the

Siamese have loved and respected them for a long time. The Americans

have also taught the Siamese many things."

This change in governmental policy proved permanent. The

present king, Chulalang Korn, is the most progressive ruler in Asia, a

" nursing father " to missions. In 1882 this king bought up the whole

exhibit of the girls' mission school in the centennial celebration, and

gave to the principals in charge a silver medal. He has made a mis-

sionary, Dr. MacFarland , head of the Royal College at Bangkok and

Superintendent of Public Instruction. In 1887 he visited Petchaburi,

made careful inquiry as to the mission there, gave a silver medal to Dr.

Thompson, the medical missionary, and with his queen sent letters of

warm congratulation to our laborers, with substantial gifts from him-

self and his royal wife, amounting to some $2,500 !

We turn now to cite a few marked examples of the grace of God

manifested in connection with missions in Siam.
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The first convert was a Chinese teacher, Qua Kieng, who was bap-

tized in 1844, and after fifteen years of faithful service died in 1859.

Three of his children became disciples and one a minister of the gospel.

That year of his death, 1859, saw the first Siamese convert, Nai

Chune-a curious " apostolic succession." Thirty years before, Gutz-

laff had sown the first seed ; twelve years before, Dr. House and Rev.

Mr. Mattoon had arrived in Bangkok, the mission center ; and nowthe

harvest had begun. Nai Chune adorned the gospel. So anxious was he

to be unhindered in serving Christ and souls that he steadily adhered

to medical practice as the means of self-support and refused all offices,

however honorable and lucrative.

But though converts have never multiplied in Siam with rapidity,

there have been marked examples of the silent, pervasive work of mis-

sions and especially ofthe WordofGod. For example Dr. Bradley died

in 1873. Four years afterward, in 1877, a venerable patriarch of seven-

ty-threeyears visited for medical advice the Laos Mission at Chieng Mai.

He sought help for deafness, and referred to Christ's miracles of heal-

ing as one who was familiar with the Bible. He was found to be chief

officer of the court in the province of Lakawn. How mistaken we

are when we judge the gospel's power by noisy demonstrations.

Twenty years before, in 1857, while visiting Bangkok, this old man

had, from Dr. Bradley, received religious books in Siamese. Though

the language is essentially the same, the Laonese characters are so

different that, in order to read them, he had to learn Siamese. Then

in his mind and heart God's light began to shine, and he came to

Chieng Mai for further instruction ; he found Christ, and for His

sake braved all peril, and to his efforts we owe the opening of a new

mission in his native city, Lakawn.

Similarly, at Petchaburi, Rev. Mr. Dunlap found an old disciple,

nigh unto death, who had from that same Dr. Bradley got portions of

the Word of God, and who by secret study found a Saviour in Christ

and put away his idols. Though taught to pray by the Spirit only, he

astonished the missionary by his attainments in prayer, and his prog-

ress in piety.

Numbers cannot represent results. During the last reported year,

the prime minister, who has in Ratbari one of his residences, after

repeatedly expressing his wish for a mission there, now offers a large

brick house, free, for mission uses ; and will aid in securing other nec-

essary buildings for medical mission, school, etc. And a lady in

Philadelphia has offered the $5,000 necessary to support the physician

and clergyman who go to occupy this new parish of 50,000 to 75,000

souls.

Siam was not opened by gunpowder or diplomacy, but by missionary

influence, and the whole aspect of the nation, and its attitude toward

Christianity, are gradually undergoing a change ; the preaching, the
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teaching, the press and the medical missions are the four conspicuous

agencies which God is now using to bring Siam to Christ. With what

results, a single example may give a hint of the possibilities of the

near future.

Whenthe present king, by a sad accident some years since lost his

wife, his brother came to the missionaries for a copy of the New Testa-

ment ; and gave as a reason for the request, that the king had lost

faith in his own religion ; that he could find nothing in Buddhism

to console himin his great grief. It might cost the king his crown,

or even his life, to renounce the state religion ; yet this bereaved mon-

arch flies to the Christian's Bible for the solace that his pagan creed

cannot supply ! Siam may be much nearer to becoming a Christian

nation than we think ! The additional fact should be put on record

that the first zenana teaching ever attempted in the East was by mis-

sionary women, in 1851, among the thirty wives and royal sisters of

the King of Siam.

MADAGASCAR.

"A nation shall be born in a day."

BY L. P. BROCKETT, M.D. , BROOKLYN, N. Y.

I. ITS GEOGRAPHY, ETHNOLOGY AND HISTORY TO 1818.

MADAGASCAR stands third in size among the islands of the world (Australia

being now reckoned as à continent), only Borneo and Papua (New Guinea)

exceed it in area. It is 975 miles in length, and 250 to 350 miles in breadth .

Its area is 230,000 square miles , or 145,838,742 square acres-about five times

as large as the State of Pennsylvania. It is in the Indian Ocean, almost

wholly in the Southern Tropical Zone, and is separated from the eastern

coast of Africa by the Mozambique Channel, which varies in width from 220

to 540 miles. •

North and north-northwest of Madagascar are several groups of islands

whichareinhabited by mixed races-African , Malagasy, and Arab ; eastward,

or northeastward, are the two considerable islands of Mauritius, an Eng-

lish colony, and Reunion, or Bourbon, belonging to the French. There are

good harbors on the northwest and northeast, and a few on the east coast,

but most of the latter are not protected from the southeast winds.

The island has : 1. Lowlands, extending from 25 to 50 miles back from the

coast, generally sandy or marshy, flat, intensely hot, and generally sickly.

2. A forest belt on the foothills, rising from 400 to 2,000 feet above the low-

lands, varying in width from 20 to 40 miles ; widest on the western slope,

and toward the southern part of the island becoming a barren and sandy

desert, with extensive lava beds . This forest is well watered , and contains

much valuable timber, many of the trees being peculiar to the island. Por-

tions of it, particularly the central and northern portions, form a dense and

almost impenetrable jungle, the lianas or climbing plants being closely in-

terwoven with the boughs of the trees. This forest region , like most ofthe

jungles in tropical countries, is damp and sickly, except to the natives. The

temperature is less oppressive than that of the coast, but often reaches 100

degrees Fahrenheit, and seldom falls below 45 degrees. 3. The highland

region, the watershed or backbone of the island, which bears the marks of

extensive upheaval and volcanic disturbance in former times. There are

more than a dozen summits of varying elevation, from 6,000 to 8,200 feet
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the edicts that prohibit " the evil sect

called Christians " have never been

withdrawn, but for 250 years have

read : "So long as the sun shall warm

the earth, let no Christian become so

bold as to come to Japan ," that in

this land, without internal riot or re-

volt, without violence or subjection

of foreign arms, constitutional pro-

vision for religious liberty is peace-

fully inaugurated, and to recognize

that this has not so much been revo-

lution as evolution , and that within

a third of a century, is to peruse in

the press of our day what is without

a parallel in all the records of empire ;

and what fairly compels in one a

state of suspense. It is as a " dream

when one awaketh."

Pending the fuller discussion of

the features of this new constitution,

which is to come in the calmness fol

lowing the first surprise that it has

really come at all; and its treatmen

by men who are nearer to its merits

and defects than we can be at this

hour, we quote the following out-

line by the correspondent of the New

York Tribune :

"As regards the constitution , it declares with

emphasis the inviolability of the Emperor and

the perpetuity of the throne. The legislative

functions ofthe throne are to be exercised with

the consent of Parliament . From this the Em-

peror can, when Parliament does not sit, devi-

ate only in case public safety demands it, but

any law so made must be submitted to Parlia-

ment at its next session, and becomes invalid

when then disapproved. The Emperor appoints

and dismisses the officials , and fixes their sala-

ries ; he has the command of the army and

navy ; power of making war, peace, and

treaties ; declares the law of siege ; confers

titles of nobility, and so forth ; orders amnes-

ties, pardons and rehabilitations. The citizen,

on the other hand, is free to change his abode

at will ; cannot be arrested , searched for, or

punished, except according to law ; and is,

within the same limits, entitled to the right of

property, freedom of religious belief, of public

meeting, ofspeech and association, and has the

right of petition . The Parliament consists of

two houses, the Peers and the Representatives .

The first are partly hereditary, partly nomi-

nated by the Emperor for life , and partly elected

for seven years by the highest taxpayers , with

the Emperor's approval. The house of Repre-

sentatives consists of 300 members, elected by

open ballot ; its members must be thirty years

ofage, and must be paying annually fifteen yen

of national taxes ; but army, navy, and police

officers, as well as priests , are not eligible. The

voters must be twenty-five years of age, and

must be paying the same amount of taxes as

hose eligible ; army and navy officers in active

service cannot vote. The house sits for four

years, three months annually ; but this term

may be prolonged, or extra sessions called .

Parliament discusses and votes the budget, and

sanctions also all special expenditures; but from

its power in this respect are excluded the imper-

ial household and expenditures incurred in the

exercise of the powers reserved to the Em-

peror, ' which means chiefly the salaries of the

officials and the expenses for army and navy.

When Parliament fails to agree on the budget ,

the Government has competence to carry out

the budget of the years previous . Judges can

be appointed and removed by law only. The

Representatives and the nominated and elected

Peers receive an annual salary of 800 yen each ,

together with their traveling expenses . "

V. THE MONTHLY CONCERT OF MISSIONS.

PIERSON, D.D.BY ARTHUR T.

THE subject for May is Burmah,

Siam and Laos and Buddhism . Com-

pare Vol. for 1888, pages 338 , 373,

387-90, etc. , and Miracles of Missions

in this number.

LOWER BURMAH has an area of 87,-

000 square miles, with nearly 15,000

villages and towns , and a population

in 1881 of nearly 4,000,000 . Upper

Burmah has more than twice the

area, about 190,000 square miles, with

fully 4,000,000.

SIAM has over 280,000 square miles,

and a population of 6,000,000 , exclu-

sive of the Laos people. The chief

town is Bangkok, with from 400,000

to 600,000 inhabitants. All figures

are but an approximation . We take

these fromthe best authorities we can

find, but they must be regarded as

only a fair conjecture. Reliable data

are not yet available. The difficulty

is increased by the native practice of

numbering males only.

Siam occupies the central and larger

part of Indo-China, which lies be-

tween India and China, and includes

most of the Malayan peninsula,
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which runs down far into the ocean.

Siam's territory almost touches the

equator, and runs 1,350 miles toward

the pole, measuring 450 miles at its

widest part. It is about as large as

New England, with the four Middle

States, or nearly as large as two such

States as Oregon. The Laos extends

from about latitude 16 degrees to 24

degrees N. , and has a population esti-

mated at from 1,500,000 to 2,000,000.

Its limits are not very closely defined .

The Mekong or Cambodia River

traverses it, and the Saluen sepa-

rates it from Burmah , both of them

streams of considerable magnitude.

The surface seems to be a valley in-

termediate between two parallel

ranges running along the frontiers

on the northeast and southwest. The

soil is fertile in vegetable products,

and valuable mines exist ; even gold

and precious stones may be found.

The Laonese are lazy, but honest,

and much given to the study and

control of magical arts, and in lan-

guage, manners and customs, and re-

ligion resemble the people ofBurmah.

Siam is inseparably associated with

the white elephant-a variety not

strictly white, but of a whitish

brown, bordering on a pinkish red.

The Siamese name for it is the

"strange colored. " Though highly

honored and revered, and associated

with the national flag, it can scarcely

be reckoned as an object of worship.

A large proportion of the inhabi-

tants of Siam are foreigners—mostly

Chinese . The Siamese are an amia-

ble race, and, like most naturally

amiable people, lack the energy and

vigor of "sons of thunder." They

are rather passive than active, very

opinionated and somewhat deceitful.

Like the Chinese, they are obedient

to parents and reverential to the

aged, disposed to be peaceable and

liberal. Mentally they are rather

receptive, but are not easily moved,

and do not move with rapidity even

when they get started . Their civili-

zation is largely fossilized, and admits

very few changes, and those very

tardily. The inertia of the Siamese

and kindred people is due doubtless

in part to the climate, which is ener-

vating. They have few needs, and

these are easily supplied-but little

is required, either for food or cloth-

ing, and supplies are very cheap,

rendering little labor necessary, and

so tempting to laziness. Women are

in a comparatively free condition ,

the limitations of zerana life being

unknown among Siamese and Lao-

nese. Boats take the place of wheeled

vehicles, and rivers are the roads for

all lower Siam.

BUDDHISM has in Siam its center

and citadel. Here this religious faith

is found in its purity, unmixed as in

China with Confucianism and Tao-

ism . Buddhism claims a remote an-

tiquity, and seems to be about 2,500

years old. Its founder, Gautama,

was called Buddha, the " Enlight-

ened" or " Illumined." He was un-

doubtedly a rare man, and his influ-

ence has been both widespread and

marvelously permanent. For more

than a thousand years Siam has had

no other faith . And over one-half

of the human family it exercises an

influence more or less despotic.

It is both atheistic and materialis-

tic, for it has no place in its creed for

either a proper God or a real soul.

Most of those who follow it have no

word for God, and neither prayer nor

worship in a proper sense finds room

in Buddhistic teaching. The craving

for objects of worship has to be sup-

plied by importations from other

systems. Prayer is nothing more

than a mechanical monotonous form ,

an intonation or incantation, which

is supposed to have some mysterious

magical power, and which legiti-

mately gives birth to the " praying

mills" used in Thibet, which, by the

turn of a wheel on which is a magical

form or formula, answers all the

purposes of prayer as well as the

most laborious thought or agonizing

speech.
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Although pure Buddhism supplies

no objects of worship, images of

Buddha are so common and numer-

ous that one fane alone is said to

contain and enshrine 14,000 . Certain

features of Buddhism may be easily

kept in mind and memory.

1. Atheism-a virtual denial of all

proper deity.

2. Materialism-adirect denial ofall

spirit or soul in man-and, of course ,

of all spirituality or immortality.

3. Transmigration . All want and

woe in the present life may be ac-

counted for by the sins of a previous

existence ; and every sin of the

present will be compensated bythe

wants and woes of other states and

stages of existence to follow. This

may seem inconsistent with the de-

nial of personal immortality, but the

Buddhist evades that inconsistency

by the theory that, though every

human being ceases to be at death ,

another existence begins at that in-

stant which is somehow historically

and practically identical with it ; in

a word, the death of the old and the

birth of the new being are simulta-

neous, and there is a true succession

of being thus kept up. This new

birth may be in the form of man,

beast, demon or angel . Each life

thus has both an end and a succession,

and heaven is the escape from this

succession- in the final slumber or

annihilation of Nepon or Nirvana.

The highest good is no longer tolive

an individual life, but to be lost as a

drop in the sea.

Buddhism prescribes the noble

path to this nirvana goal. It is by

meditation on life's hollowness and

shallowness until all desire of every

sort dies out.

The proper symbol of Buddhism is

the revolving wheel, as that of Chris-

tianity is the cross, and that of Ma-

hommedanism is the crescent. Life-

existence-is a revolution of the

wheel, and perfect bliss is to have

the wheel no longer revolve .

Many Christian ideas have been

read into Buddhism, as in Arnold's

"Light of Asia." No doubt there

are many lofty moral teachings in

Gautama's system as there were in

those of Epicurus and Zeno and

Plato. But it is obvious of them all

that they failed to uplift, redeem ,

save. Even the excellence of the

standard does not arrest the moral

declension of the followers.

The priests, or monks, devote

themselves to a meditative life , live

solely on alms, and beside all the

revenue which goes to support the

Siamese temples the priests use up

some $25,000,000 ayear ! This sum for

a people numbering in all less than

8,000,000 makes an average of over

$3 a year. At that rate the Ameri-

can nation would be paying annually

$200,000,000 for the support of the

clergy. Every man spends at least

part of his life as a priest. No won-

der that the system has a strong

hold on the people and that the gos-

pel makes slow progress in the dem-

olition of this false religion so in

contrast at every point with the gos-

pel of Christ.

SELECTED PARAGRAPHS.

THE ETHICAL VALUE OF A PAGAN RELIGION.

THE testof ethical value in anyreligion is

the kind of character it tends to produce.

We will say character in two respects-

average character and ideal character.

The second should be noticed first , since

the ideal character in any religion must

powerfully influence average character.

To some extent the ideal of character in a

religion may be seen in that which is at-

tributed to the deity that is worshiped . It

should seem that the conception any people

may have of what is best in humanity may

always be inferred fromwhat is regarded as

proper to deity. The mythology of a people,

in fact, indicates its apprehensions of what

belongs to the highest being. The ideal of

character is also seen in those whom pagan

teaching and pagan literature set forth as

ideal men. This is especially the case where

the ideal man is the teacher himself, stand-

ing to his disciples in much the same rela-

tion , perhaps, as Jesus of Nazareth to those

whom He taught. A conspicuous example

s Buddha. Thosewho in these days, and in

enlightened lands, so unaccountably show a

tendency to accept the founder of the Budd-

hist faith as both an ideal teacher and an
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ideal man, must be strangely blinded . Let

us take him just as the books picture him to

us. The way in which he is represented as

entering upon his career illustrates the fatal

fallacy of his whole system. Does a man

born to be the ruler of a people owe nothing

tothem? Is not his life-work provided for

him in the very fact of being so born ? Then

Buddha had other ties ; ties with wife and

child ; ties with the father and the mother

whose only son and heir he was. Is it, after

all, such a charming thing in him that he

casts off all these and goes roaming over

the world a bare-footed beggar, preaching

his gospel of nirvana ? The story can be

told in poetry so as to be very pleasing ;

but apply to it those tests which are af-

forded in the hard facts of human life and

human duty, and what does it all become ?

The ideal Buddha affords in his own person

is one which, if it were to be used in this

world for other than poetical purposes ,

would take men everywhere out of their

spheres of duty and service ; would make

all manly virtues a crime ; would change

the world's workers into puling, whimper-

ing ascetics ; would make religion itself a

mask for selfishness, and morality the car-

cass of a dead dog. Buddha's boast was,

"I am no man's servant." Jesus said , " If

any man would be great among you, let him

be the servant of all. "-Dr. J. A. Smith.

SIR MONIER WILLIAMS's account of the

devotees of Yoga, a system of ascetic prac-

tices which existed before Buddha, suggests

a contrast between those fanatics and the

ordinary Christian believer . He tells how

he saw at Allahabad one who had main-

tained a sitting posture, his feet folded un-

der his body , for twenty years. During the

mutiny, while cannon thundered and bullets

hissed around him, nothing apparently dis-

turbed his attitude of profound meditation .

To obtain " enlightenment " these devotees

practice the strangest austerities, and

they seem to have the clearest hope of

thereby reaching " emancipation of heart."

Sir Monier has given fresh illustration of

that concentrated will-power in Orientals

which our Christianity may well envy.

Rational aims, indeed, are quite at a disad-

vantage as compared with mystical hopes,

and asceticism is , on the whole, an easier

business than wise activity ; an empty mind

can attain the saintship of the Yoga, but

keen mental energy is needful in order to

reach "the stature of the fullness of Christ. "

Yet if our faith is to master Buddhism in the

East it must show marvels of devotion ;

thus only can it win a nation of devotees .

The Christian missionary does not find the

Indian people as they are found by the

fanatic Buddhist or Siva-worshiper, drunk

with a mystical hope.

THE great attraction of a late sale of Bur-

mese and Indian curios in London was " The

Hindu LingamGod," consisting of a chryso-

beryl cat's eye fixed in a topaz, and mounted

in a pyramidal base studded with diamonds

and precious stones. This curious relic stood

24 inches in height. It was preserved for

more than a thousand years in an ancient

temple at Delhi, where acts of devotion

were paid before it by women anxious to

have children. The base is of solid gold,

and around it are nine gems or charms, a

diamond, ruby, sapphire, chrysoberyl cat's

eye, coral, pearl, hyacinthe garnet, yellow

sapphire and emerald. These gems are all

rudely carved, and would, no doubt, by

more scientific cutting, be greatly improved

in value. Round the apex of this gold pyra-

mid is a plinth set with diamonds. On the

apex is a topaz 1 10-16 inches in length and

9-16 of an inch in depth , shaped like a horse-

shoe ; in the center of the horseshoe the

great chrysoberyl cat's eye stands upright.

This is 15-16 of an inch in height, and dark

brown in color, and shaped like a pear. An

extremely mobile opalescent light crosses

the length of the stone in an oblique direc-

tion . When Bad Shah Bahador Shah, the

last King of Delhi , was captured and exiled

to the Andaman Isles, his Queen secreted

this gem, and it was never seen again until ,

being distressed during the mutiny, she sold

it to the present owner. The gemwas finally

knocked down at £2,450.

TEXTS AND THEMES .

DANIEL Xii : 3. "And they that be teachers shall

radiate brightness as the expanse, and they that

convert the many to righteousness as the stars

forever, " etc.

Babylon's clear skies stimulated Daniel's Cas-

dee teachers to study astronomy and led to the

worship of the stars . To them the firmament

was Deity, and its radiance the splendor of the

Supreme .

Our Lord applies these words from Daniel.

Compare Matt. xiii : 43.

The first clause refers to the expanse by day :

the second to the glory by night. Thus sunlight

and starlight are used as illustrations of the

glory and reward of teaching truth and convert-

ing souls .

Sunlight is diffused and reflected and so be-

comes a revelation. The true teacher diffuses

and reflects the light of God and so reveals

truth and God to men. Starlight has grades of

glory-and so converters of souls differ in the

measures of their service and reward.

This text thus suggests the glory of teaching

and turning souls. We are taught here and in

Psa. li : 13 the same lesson.

Teaching first : instruction is the basis of all

evangelization and conversion. God calls every

believer to be a teacher and converter.

Success hangs on the Message, the Methods

and the Man. We confine ourselves to the

Message.

1. The gospel and nothing less and nothing
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else. The central theme : " Christ Crucified . "

All preaching starts from and returns to that.

It is no narrow theme, but a " swivel gun "

that may beswung in any direction and directed

to every practical issue of life.

2. Afullgospel : " All Scripture is profitable "

The most successful ministers and missionaries

have preached the whole counsel of God, espe-

cially these eight fundamental truths : The In-

spired Word, Man's Depravity, Christ the only

Saviour, Justification by faith , The new Birth,

Personal Holiness , God's Hatred of Sin , Future

Punishment. These are first principles of the

doctrine of Christ. Heb. v : 12 to vi : 2. There

are two edges to the sword of the Spirit-an

edge of law and one of grace ; and hence one

piercing point in whichthose edges meet . The

VI .-EDITORIAL NOTES

WE have received the report of

the " Association for the Free Dis-

tribution of the Scriptures." Office ,

No. 1 , Oak Hill Park, Hampstead,

London, N. W. We have no hesita-

tion in commending to the sympathy

and support of our readers this ex-

cellent institution . Its founders and

supporters regard it as a fatal hin-

drance to the wide spread ofthe Word

of God that the Bible shall only be

sold ; and maintain that in millions

of cases persons will never possess or

even read the Word unless it comes

to them as a free gift. There is no

antagonism with existing Bible so-

cieties ; but the attempt is to supple-

ment their workby a free distribution

amongthosewhosepoverty orapathy

prevent their purchasing copies.

The names of the committee are a

sufficient warrant for the organiza-

tion . Where suchmen as Major-Gen-

eral Graydon, James E. Mathieson,

Robert Paton, etc. , lead, most of us

are safe in following. The annual

number of Bibles, Testaments , etc. ,

from all existing societies reaches

but 8,000,000, i. e . , two million less

than the annual increase of the

world's population . -A. T. P.

THE recent assaults on missions

and missionary societies have had at

least one good result. For instance ,

it is proposed that a full and search-

ing inquiry shall be made into the

gospel must first be a sword opening up the hid-

den part, then a mirror to show us our inner self.

3. An aggressive gospel. The true preacher

or teacher is not one who keeps on the defen.

sive. In a game, the moment one is on the de-

fensive the game is against him . So in war.

Skillful strategy demands that the general keep

the enemy busy defending himself. God never

meant we should be using spades and throwing

up intrenchments. Let us leave apologetics

and energetically carry the war into the enemies'

territory.

4. A cumulative gospel. True preaching is a

pyramid-the basis laid firm, broad , square ;

then stone upon stone, layer upon layer, all con-

verging toward a climax. Unity and continuity

of impression are thus conserved.

ON CURRENT TOPICS .

management of the Church Mission-

ary Society. The income of the

society last year was nearly £222,000.

It is rumored that nearly £50,000 was

spent before any of the money was

paid out for mission work. This

society was founded at the beginning

of the century. It has numerous

missions in Western Africa, India,

Egypt, Persia, China, New Zealand,

America, the North Pacific-all over

the world, in fact. It has 294 stations

in all ; upward of 500 missionaries

in holy orders, and 3,700 European

and native teachers of all sorts.

There are complaints of other mis-

sionary societies as to extravagant

home expenditure. Even theLondon

Missionary Society, whose manage-

ment was regarded by Canon Taylor

as contrasting favorably with that of

the Church Missionary Society, has

not escaped criticism ; and complaint

as made in The Methodist Times that

£30,000 ofthe income of the Wesley-

ian Society is spent at home.

For ourselves we are glad to have

these matters thoroughly ferreted

out. If there be anything that will

not bear exposure, that is what needs

exposure. Meanwhile we put on

record our confidence that it will be

found that no work done in the way

of benevolence will prove on the

whole more economically done than

that of missions ; while at the same

time we believe there might be no
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SHAFTESBURY, THE EVANGELISTIC EARL.

[EDITORIAL.—A. T. P. ]

WHEN Constantine, in 330, resolved to build the New Rome on the

site of Byzantium, he was himself marking out the boundary lines on

a scale of more than twice the magnitude of the old city. One of his

followers ventured to remonstrate against so impracticable a scheme

as to inclose within walls such an extent of territory. But the founder

of Constantinople replied, "I am following Him who is leading

me.'

When we laid down those two imperial volumes* in which Mr. Hod-

der has so graphically portrayed the most many-sided life of the cen-

tury if not of history, we felt overwhelmed by the magnitude of the

scheme on which that life's activities were projected. But the coster-

earl built more wisely than he knew. He followed One who led him,

and who had for that life a sphere so wide and so varied in its ser-

vice. The story of such a man is peculiarly valuable at this crisis of

history. It illustrates what a single man can be to his own genera-

tion directly, and to all coming generations remotely, by simply giving

himself to every work in the spirit of a true evangelism . We are re-

minded of Admiral Foote, who, when the King of Siam came on board

his flagship to dine with him, asked a blessing on the food ; and when

the king said, " You do just like the missionaries, " the Christian com-

mander beautifully replied , " Yes, I, too, am a missionary.'

It is well worth while to glance at this career of an English noble-

man, whose nobility was less that of the garter and the escutcheon

than of the Christian and the universal benefactor. We may learn

from it one grand lesson : that he who hallows life with a consecrated

missionary spirit and purpose may work out a truly missionary service

wherever he goes and whatever he does. Shaftesbury had the mar-

velous power of turning every employment and environment into a

new opportunity for evangelism. In even so unlikely a place as the

Houses of Parliament he preached the gospel. His pen and his

tongue were constant tonics and stimulants to the work of missions

both at home and abroad . Robert Morrison in China, William Carey

in India, Robert Moffat in Africa, Eli Smith in Syria, Justin Perkins

(*** Life of the Earl of Shaftesbury," by Edwin Hodder. 2 vols. , 8vo. London . )


