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and mortar, and had laws and govern-
ment, with arts and industries, and
were by no means the wild savage
nomad, known as the Indian in the
United States. Bishop Hurst says:
“‘ while the Spaniard conquered and
ruled for three hundred years in Mex-
ico, and grafted upon the people his
religion, laws and customs, the Mexi-
can or Indian has at last conquered
the Spaniard, and taken possession of
the realm. More than this is true of
the Sierra of Pueblo. They were
never conquered at home, while they
aided nobly in conquering and ex-
pelling the Spaniard, and afterward
the Roman hieiarchy. They formed
the troops who saved the day on the
great fifth of May, 1862, at Pueblo,
and on many another fiercely fought
battlefield. They hold their land in
severalty, and live largely on their
land, rather than in villages. The
personal independence of the Anglo-
Saxon largely characterizes them.
They are fierce in war, while at the
same time they are very mild-man-
nered in peaceful intercourse. Ro-
manism destroys the individual and
builds up the institution. When Pro-
testant evangelism seeks in the midst
of a Roman civilization for individuals
to convert, who, after being converted,
will have independence and individu-
ality enough to become useful evan-
gelists and leaders among their people
against the odds of sin, conservatism,
and feudal inequality, it rejoices the
heart to find such a people as these in
the Sierra. It is true they are not
nearly so highly civilized as the people
in the cities of Mexico, but they are in
sympathy with the country and the
country is in sympathy with them,
and they belong to the race that is on
the top at this time; and when we get
them converted we will have a most
valuable evangelizing agency. Nearly
one-half of the whole population of
Mexico still speak their original
tongues, and maintain, to a greater or
less degree, their original customs.
Among these none have, more notably

than the inhabitants of the Sierra of
Pueblo, risen into prominence or fur-
nished political leaders in the national
aflairs of the past generation.

On Board the “Taichiow,” Two Days
From Bangkok Siam.
' August 30, 1890,

DEAR DR.GRACEY:—Am on my way
to my field of missionary labor, in
Laos, and, in reading the July num-
ber of THE REVIEW, I have been much
interested in an article headed ‘‘Me-
chanic Missionaries,” by Secretary
Brown, of the International Commit-
teeof Y. M. C. A,

The Church is waking up to the
grand importance of utilizing its lay
element, though slowly. The mechanic
missionary comes in contact with a
class of people, the very bone and
sinew of a country, unreachable by
either the ordained or the medical
missionary. The rank and file of an
army could not be made up of colonels
and generals. Private soldiers do the
fighting directed by their officers.
‘Why should not the Church carry on
her work both at home and abroad on
the same plan?

Secretary Brown speaks of an exten-
sive movement to establish one or more
Christian undenominational schools
of technology, to fit men to become
teachers of the trades and first-class
mechanics, and at the same time to
enlist and prepare them for personal
work in winning souls. This is a
laudable undertaking, and ought to
have the hearty support of the entire
Church. But it will, necessarily, be
some time before these institutions
can be in readiness for students, and
then some time before these students
will be ready to be sent to work. Let
us call attention to the fact that you
have just such a school in your midst.
Park College, Parkville, Mo., has for
fifteen years been sending its trained
men, and womnen, too, into all parts
of the home field (I am writing as an
American), and into many foreign
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countries. There is this difference be-
tween this college and those proposed
by Mr. Brown: its distinctive work is
the training of Christian workers for
personal Christian work. The study
of the Bible and the inculcation of
personal piety are first; then the cnl-
lege work proper leading up to the de-
gree of A.B., and lastly, the manual
training, embracing nearly all the
trades.
This would seem to be the natural
order, and an argument in its favor
is the great success Park College has
bhad. Every one of our hundred and
twenty-five graduates is actively en-
gaged in Christian work, besides a
great many who were unable to
graduate. There is a practical advan-
tage in their mechanical department.
Nothing is done simply to show how
it is done, but because it is necessary.
The institution depends largely on the
work jof its students. They quarry
the stone, mould the brick, burn the
lime, cut the logs, saw the lumber,
and build their houses; they cultivate
and tend large gardens and a farm of
several hundreds of acres; raise cattle,
sheep and hogs; make wagons, repair
implements, shoe horses, and do the
one-thousand-and-one other things
necessary on a large industrial estab-
lishment. There are now over three
hundred students in attendance, and
bhundreds are refused admittance
every year just because there is no
room. If now there are those who
want the mechanic missionary train-
ing, proposed by Secretary Brown,
they need not wait until several other
jnstitutions are equipped. Lettwenty
such be built at once, they will not be
too many; but let the Church use, to
jts utmost capacity, that one now in
existence. The foreign field is calling
for men. It is the loud cry from the
north and the south and the west and
the east and from all over the home
field. Shall the Church hear the cry
and withhold what is in her power to
give—viz: facilities for training Chris-
tion workers, and opportunities to the
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hundreds of her sons pleading to be
fitted to carry the Gospel to all lands?
ROBERT IRWIN.

M. Henri Lutteroth, who died
February 12, 1889, was the last sur-
viving founder of that lamp shining,
we will not say amid darkness, but
certainly among vapors, the Societe
des Missions Evangeliques de Paris.
Speaking of him, the Journal says:

“Our work has never had greater
need than at the present hour of col-
laborators of this stamp, knowing how
to place at its service the intensity of
piety and of zeal together with all the
distinctions of culture and of knowl-
edge. Never, in fact, has the amount
of labor imposed on the committee
been more considerable than during
this year.”

The Moravian Church, which first
sent a missionary to the south of
Africa, in 1787, and which has a flour-
ishing work in Cape Colony and the
neighboring lands, now proposes to
join the ranks of those who are seek-
ing the evangelization of the equa-
torial regions. A mission has been
projected, under the protection of the
German government, for that part of
the German zone of eastern Africa
adjoining the northern and north-
eastern shores of Lake Nyassa. The
two pioneers of this newest Moravian
mission, Theodore Meyer and Theo-
phile Richard, will shortly set out for
the sphere of their future labors.

J. TAYLOR HAMILTON,
Secretary of the Society for the Propa-
gation of the Gospel, Bethlehem, Pa.

A Waldensian church-edifice, hold-
ing four hundred, has been opened
by Cav. Dr. Prochet in Vittoria, a
Sicilian town with a population of
25,000. The church was so full that
Dr. Prochet could scarcely reach the
pulpit. After sermon seven catechu-
mens were admitted, and the crowd,
inside and out, wasso much interested
and excited that the municipal guards
had to disperse it.




4 THE MONTHLY CONCERT OF MISSIONS,

—The Church of Scotland Mission
Record nobly says:

‘““But no one can pretend that our
missionary collections are such as
ought to satisfy us. Let usremember
how large is our number of communi-
cants—about 588,000. Our missionary
contributions show but a very small
sum as given per communicant. For
the foreign mission, or mission to the
heathen abroad, there was contributed
last year by the church at home,
through the assembly scheme, the
ladies’ association, legacies and special
subscriptions, a total of £28,331—not
quite one shilling from every com-
municant. And when we exclude the
ladies’ association, legacies and special
subscriptions, it appears that the sum
raised for this object by church col-
lections in Scotland was £13,172—giv-
ing an average of only 5 1-4d from
each communicant. We grant that
many of our communicants are poor
persons, but it will not be denied that
the great majority are in circum-
stances to afford some help to any
good cause which thoroughly interests
them. If they give nothing, or very
little, we must conclude either that
they do not know that there is an
object deserving and needing their aid,
or that they feel no interest, or little
interest, in it.”

.—Arch-deacon Farrar, of London,
says: ‘It comes with shocking ill
grace, and sounds like shameful
hypocrisy, when those who give
nothing and do nothing for mis-
sions, make the ¢‘home heathen’
a false excuse for doing nothing.
They talk as if it were weakening the
resources of England! and surely that
is stupendous nonsense when we are
not even spending as much on mis-
sions as on tobacco and Christmas
cards.”

—Canon Christopher, one of the
notable men of Cambridge, England,
proclaims his interest in missions
by annually entertaining a great
company of representative men to
breakfast.

[Jan,

—On the plains and in the selvas of
Brazil there are a million of wild
Indians, ignored by the Christian
world.

—During the past ten years over
11,000 converts have been gathered in
the missionary fields of the Moravian
Church.

.—Sabbath observance is making
great progress in Paris. A determined
effort is made to close all places of
business on Sunday.

—Ninety thousand copies of the
illustrated Bible, issued in weekly
parts, have been sold among the
Roman Catholics in Italy.

—The last five years have seen
greater developments in the opening
and Christianizing of Africa than the
ninety-five years preceding.

—The Gospel of Matthew has been
translated into the Laos language by
Mrs. McGilvary of the Presbyterian
Board. The Acts of the Apostles is
also nearly ready.

—The American Baptist Telugu
Mission calls for a re-inforcement of
twenty-five men in the next two years.
Dr. J. E. Clough, of Ongole, hasunder
his care more than 17,000 Christians.

—Rev. Dr. Boggs, of Ramapatam,
says all India is in a state of ferment.
The Hindus and Mohammedans
actively oppose the advance of Chris-
tianity, and at the same time mis-
sionary work is pushed more vigor-
ously than ever.

—The appropriations of the Ameri-
can Baptist Missionary Union for the
year ending March 31, 1891, are $503,-
159.53. The society calls for an im-
mediate special contribution of $50,000
to meet the deficiency caused by the
passage of the silver bill,

—Four railroads are projected, or
in process of construction, from the
east coast of Africa toward the in-
terior ; one in the territory of British
East Africa Company, one in German
territory, one in the Portuguese pos-
sesions, and one passing through Port-
uguese territory to the domain of the
British South African Company.
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THE MISSION OUTLOOK.—IL
BY J. MURRAY MITCHELL, M.A., LL.D., NICE, FRANCE.

We proceed to speak of the foreign field. And first we ask what
progress has been made in the evangelizing of the nations generally ?

We sometimes hear even the friends of missions assert that the
progress is deplorably small. We ask—small in comparison with
what ? If the answer be—small in proportion to the effort made, the
answer runs clean counter to our deepest convictions. Considering
how little man has done or tried to do, the blessing from on high ap-
pears to us most graciously, most marvelously large. The seed we
sow never perishes; it brings forth fifty, sixty and a hundred fold.
Just compare the progress made in modern times with what was
witnessed when the Gospel was preached even by apostolic lips.
Some thoughtlessly speak as if the miracle of Pentecost had been fre-
quently repeated through the early centuries. It was not so, even
during the first. The highest estimate which we can possibly form
of the number of professing Christians in the year 100 is not half a
million, including children, and some authorities make it consider-
ably less. But, during the last century, more than 3,000,000 have
been rescued from heathenism by Protestant missions alone. The
Lord is pleased to bless our poor, initial efforts far beyond what we
had reason to expect—for very feeble and faltering have these efforts
been; and His marvelous goodness ought to impel us to run hence-
forth the way of His commandments.

We are fully aware of the retort which is frequently made: “ Yes,
you have gained perhaps 3,000,000 from heathenism during the last
century; but the heathen population of the world has been increased
by a vastly greater number; and there are far more heathen now
than there were a hundred years ago.” True, but the Christian popu-
lation of the world has been increasing too. Proportionally it seems
to increase twice as fast as the heathen population; and by the
end of the present century—that is, ten years hence—the Christian
inhabitants will actually increase more rapidly than the heathen
inhabitants. Of course, we may be told that merely nominal Christi-
anity is of no value. But that is not true. Just compare the state
of Kurope with that of the heart of Africa! The last accounts, sup-
plied by Stanley and Mackay, regarding interior Africa, are as hor-
rible as the descriptions which Dante gives of hell. Europe is no
paradise; but neither is it a pandemonium.

We are amazed at the erroncous conceptions as to the progress of
missions existing in quarters that ought to be well informed. A few
years ago a journal of high name asserted that the conversions to
Mohammedanism in British India were about a hundred thousand
annually. More recently an anonymous writer in one of our most in-
fluential magazines maintained that the conversions to Islam were
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every year about 50,000, and that India was steadily becoming Mo-
hammedan. It was of no use for missionaries to protest against these
assertions; on such subjects they, good men, are supposed to be
hopelessly prejudiced, and it is for able editors to put them right.
But next comes Sir W. W. Hunter, whose knowledge of Indian sta-
tistics is unquestioned, and he informs us that, so far as statistics are
available, the general population of India, in nine years, has increased
8 per cent., but the Christian, population 30 per cent.; and that, tak-
ing Bengal as a sample, while the Mohammedans have increased 11
per cent. the Christians have increased 64 per cent. That particular
error, then, is finally disposed of. So much as regards numbers; but
what about character? No doubt there are black sheep in the flock.
Missionaries are sometimes deceived by inquirers, and the children of
converts in heathendom are very like young people in Christendom.
Still, there has been generally—we suppose universally—a remark-
able elevation of the Christian community in intelligence and charac-
ter, and, as a consequence, it has risen and is rising in position. In
India, government returns show that crime exists among native Chris-
tians only to one-fifth the degree which obtains among the Hindus.
We believe the same thing is true of converts in China, Japan and
Siam. It is remarkably true throughout the Dutch dominions in the
islands of Eastern Asia, as we may have occasion to show a little
farther on.

Let us now glance at the chief mission fields separately, beginning
at the East:

Japrax.—The progress in this empire during the last twenty years
or so in which it has been possible to preach the Gospel in public, has
heen steady, and, a8 compared with that in other countries, even
rapid. Recently, among the educated or half educated young men
there have been manifestations of a feeling of dislike to foreigners;
and probably the cry of “ Japan for the Japanese ” will wax louder
and louder. The strong feeling of nationality will affect the missions
and their ecclesiastical arrangements. Quite possibly foreign mis-
sionaries will be told, before ten years are come and gone, that their
presence is no longer needed; and this not scornfully or bitterly, but
from a conviction that Japanese Christians can manage their own
affairs and evangelize their countrymen better than foreigners can.
For our part, we respect their feeling; and though we desire no
abrupt severance of existing ties, we trust to see, ere long, the great
spectacle of a national church in Japan—self-supporting, elf-gov-
erned and self-extending. We say a national church. The mission-
aries are laudalby exerting themselves to reduce the number of eccle-
siastical divisions among Christians. The Presbyterians have all

united; they had almost coalesced with the Congregationalists, when
a bar was unhappily interposed—from America, if we mistake not.
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The Methodists wish to unite; and so do the Episcopalians and others.
Excellent, so far; but the Japanese Christians long for one grand,
national church; and they will have it if foreigners do not interfere.
Ex Oriente lux. Very probably the problem of union, at which the
churches of Europe and America are toiling, will receive its solution
from the minds and hearts of more far-off Eastern Christians. That
ought to humble the haughty West; but all of us, we trust, would
~ heartily rejoice in the result. When we speak thus, we dream that
there will be one grand united church holding the principles of the
Reformation. The Roman and Greek churches will doubtless remain
apart from this, and from each other, in Japan as in other places.

The new constitution of Japan gives full tolerance to Christianity,
and the Gospel may now be preached over the length and breadth of
the empire. Are the two old religions—Shintoism and Buddhism—
likely soon to pass away? Some have answered yes; but we fear
not. Shintoism is a vague, colorless creed, and one naturally leaps to
the conclusion that it cannot long contend against the Gospel. But
it is the old, ancestral faith; nearly all the vaunted glories of Japan
are connected with it; and, probably, it will die slowly, as did the
religion of Rome, even after Constantine’s profession of Christianity.
How diflicult to forget the national traditions handed down for more
than two thousand years; how difficult to throw off the religious ideas
they embody ! Buddhism is an alien faith, though in itself more
definite than Shintoism; but it may not perhaps survive its rival.
Confucianism has been the creed of many of the higher classes, and
its worldly, cold philosophy may content them for a good while
longer—all the more readily, because it.can easily combine with the
ancestral Shinto worship.

KorEA comes next—the “ hermit nation,” as it used to be called;
“the land of the morning calm,” as it calls itself. Korea had very
little distinctive religion, Shintoism was little known; Buddhism
was proscribed; Confucianism influenced only a few among the higher
classes. Vague, confused superstition was all in all. But Korea
happily has an easy alphabet, and multitudes, even of women, are
able to read.

The beginnings of Protestant work in Korea are due to the Rev.
John Ross, missionary of the (Scottish) United Presbyterian Church
in Manchuria. e translated various portions of the Scriptures into
Korean, from the year 1873 onwards. These were circulated in
Northern Korea, and the result was truly remarkable—indeed, few
things in mission history have been more s0.* Then came the Ameri-
can Mission, in 1884, being begun by Dr. Allen, a medical missionary,

* See Report of Foreign Missions of (American) Presbyterian Church for 1890. In .a spirit
wl.lich does them much honor the Americans speak most warmly of the labors of the Scottish
Mission, which preceded their own.
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whose professional skill was greatly valued in the highest quarters,
An Episcopal Methodist Mission has followed, and recently an Angli-
can one. Two laborers from the General Assembly of Victoria, in
Australia, co-operate with the Presbyterian Mission. So far a mar-
velous blessing has rested on the work. The opening of Korea has
been more sudden, and more complete, even than the opening of
Japan.

CuiNa.—In connection with China the eye first naturally fixes on
the late Missionary Conference held at Shanghai. It was very large,
very harmonious, very earnest and very hopeful. Of the arousing
call to the Church of Christ to send China a thousand missionaries
within the next five years we have already spoken. Especial stress
was laid on the work of women. Dr. Williamson, since then, to the
great loss of China, deceased, said that the permanent Christianization
of China depends on the women, and that the women can be reached
only by women. The conference did not take any narrow view
of Christian work, and one of its solemn declarations was: “ We hear
a loud call to the Christian Church to supply Christian educationists
for China.” Lastly, it came to a most important resolution regarding
the translation of the Scriptures into Chinese. Hitherto there have
been rival versions, and interminable disputes as to the rendering of im-
portant words (even the name of God among them), and when the
conference met, agreement on long-contested points seemed utterly
hopeless. But the “ great mountain ” became “a plain,” and satis-
factory means were proposed for the preparation of versions in the
high classical language, the colloquial Mandarin, and an intermediate
dialect. In addition to these there is a considerable number of local
dialects, and arrangements were entered into by which versions into
these will be made, or, if already made, harmonized. Had the Shanghai
Conference achieved nothing more than this, all the labor and expense
connected with long journeyings and a session of more than a fort-
night would have been richly repaid.

Siav.—Buddhism is the established religion in Siam; but here, as
elsewhere, the name veils 8 mass of childish superstitions. The chief
mission here has been the American Presbyterian, which began its
work in 1840. Its operations are carried on mainly in the northern
part—ILaos. Some twenty years ago there was a severe persecution of
the Christians; but, for some years past, opposition on the part of the
government has completely died away. Education and medical work
receive decided encouragement from the king and the high ofticials.
All the missionaries seem to be full of hope.

NeTHERLANDS, INDIA.—The Dutch possessions in Eastern Asia
are 8o called by the Hollanders, though they have no connection with
Hindustan. (They are part of India ertra Gangem.) Until of
late the Duteh authorities discountenanced missions, if they did not
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actively oppose them. "o this day religion is at a low ebb among
the Dutch inhabitants of Eastern Asia, and the clergy are often
avowedly rationalistic. But the missions have done much faithful
work, and the blessing from on high has rested on them. We give
some remarkable figures in a note.* We understand that the oppo-
sition of the authorities to missions has entirely ceased. They admit
that the native Christians are visibly superior to the heathen (includ-
ing Mohammedans) in industry, cleanliness and morality. The owners
of plantations in Java prefer native Christian laborers to all others.
Let it be observed that, though the Mohammedans are zealous in
proselytizing, yet the conversions from Islam to Christianity have
been very numerous, especially of late.

Inpia.t—In this great field the battle between the Gospel and
heathenism becomes hotter every day: ¢ All reports of religious
affairs are growing in urgency and interest.”{ The next Decennial
Missionary Conference takes place two years hence, and the proceed-
ings may be expected to be of absorbing interest.

There are vast diversities between different parts of India. Ever
the languages spoken amount, according to the census report, to 108,
and some have reckoned as many as 132. The diversities among
the inhabitants are astonishingly great. To use Lord Dufferin’s
words: ‘“ At one extremity you have the naked, savage hill-man, with
his stone weapons, his head-hunting, his polyandrous habits, and hie
childish superstitions; and at the other extremity you have the
Europeanized native gentleman, with his refinement and polish, his
literary culture, his Western philosophy, and his advanced political
ideas.”

Even a lifetime barely suffices to supply a full, comprehensive
idea of India. We are, therefore, continually in danger of drawing
too general conclusions from particular facts. And hence come such
conflicts of opinion as to the state of things in India. Some already
tell us they can hear the wailing ery that “ great Pan is dead ”;§
while others declare that, as yet, he has received no serious wound.
We, therefore, entreat the friends who pay a cold-weather visit to
India, and then rush home to proclaim the conclusions they have
reached, to specify the part of the Indian Continent which they have
studied and think they understand. On the other hand, we must
request the men who knew India ten or fifteen years ago to remem-

* Christians in Java (1873) ..... ..ceennn.. 5,673
b s (1839) . ceveincacansenas 11,229 .
“ in Sumatra (1878)..cc..ccveeee 2,500
“ ¢ (1889).eeviiivnnnn 12,000

o in all Dutch India (1873)......168,672
“ . (1889).cev0 250,000 = an increase of 66 per cent. nearly.
These figures are given by Inspektor Schreiber, of Barmen.
t+ Many of the principles we state regarding missions in India will apply to missions
generally. 3 Last report of British and Foreign Bible Society, p. 184, § Ibid, p. 185.
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ber that change now proceeds rapidly, even in what used to be called
the “unchanging East.”

The accessions to the Church of Christ in India continue to be
chiefly drawn, as heretofore, from the races generally called abori-
ginal—such as the Kols, Santals, Garos, Khasias, etc. (as in Burma
from among the Karens). It was high time that missions should exert
themselves in behalf of these tribes; for, ere long, they would cer-
tainly have been merged in the general Hindu population; the ab-
sorption was steadily going on. We lately noticed an assertion by
a high Indian official to the effect that Hinduism is gaining rather
than losing ground. Quite true, in a sense. Uncivilized races are
influenced by the civilized races near them; their vague demon wor-
ship gives way before the more definite Hindu mythology, and their
marriage and funeral rites fall gradually under the control of the
Brahmans. Races that live apart escape this influence in a great
degree; but those that have intercourse with the Hindus become more
or less Hinduized. True, they are not received into the Hindu com-
munity—they are not taken into caste; they are, so to speak, tied on
to the great mass, not ingrafted into it. Other races, such as the Dhers,
of Gujarat, or the Mhars and Mangs, of Maharashtra, no longer live
apart from the Hindus; they are attached to the villages—permitted,
not indeed to live in them, but around or near them. Among such
races the progress of the Gospel is not much slower than among the
more sequestered aborigines.

It is cheering to watch the steady elevation of these hitherto
down-trodden races. The Brahmans, of course, sneer. Oftenhave we
heard them say, “ We are too wary to swallow your bait, and so you
go to those wretched outcasts,” In truth, the missionary goes to all;
but the proud Brahmans, as a rule, despise the message; while, in
many cases, the poor and despised do not. And the reception of the
truth raises and refines; the very expression of the countenance is
changed. Then, when the children of converts are carefully taught
and trained—and that this should be done is a most pressing, sacred
duty—they compete, on no unequal terms, even with the intellectual
Brahmans,

Thus the wrongs of ages are gradually becoming redressed; a
social fabric, based on a new foundation, is slowly rising; and, by and
by, the Christians will be not only the men of light, but the men of
leading, Loo.

Among the middle and higher classes the visible progress of the
Gospel, as shown in the number of baptisms, is much slower than
among the races we have just referred to. Iitherto it has been very
difticult to reach these classes except through schools and colleges.
This is still true of India generally; but there are already exceptions
to the rule, especially in the largest cities. If evangelistic addresses
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were attentively listened to only when delivered in English, one might
fear that the language, more than the meaning, formed the attraction;
but earnest appeals in the vernacular, when the speaker wields it with
any power, are also becoming acceptable. The change is immensely
important. Educational missionaries ascribe it to the influence of
Christian education, and we think they are right in doing so.

Attacks on educational missions continue to be made, as they have
been for fifty years; but we see no new argument advanced. We
suppose they will be repeated; but the missionaries will patiéntly toil
on—aye, no kind of mission work is so toilsome as theirs, and assuredly
it is not from a love of ease they take to it—and while they heartily
rejoice in the extension of all kinds of missionary effort, they cannot,
in faithfulness, give up theirown. Education, both lower and higher,
has become a necessity in India. Who is to give it ? Government is
disposed to withdraw more and more from its higher institutions,and
(in a spirit which does it much honor) is expressing its belief that
only those in which religious instruction is given can meet the neces-
sities of India. Are Protestant missionaries to abandon the work ?

Hoc Ithacus velit, et magno mercentur Atride. Nothing would
delight the natives more; nothing would delight the Romanists more.
The moulding of the higher thought of India would then be in the
hands of these two classes. We hold that too much has been con-
ceded already to the cry of ¢ preaching, not teaching.”. The Cathe-
dral Mission College, in Calcutta, in connection with the Church
Missionary Society, founded by Bishop Cotton, was given up in
1880, under the impression that there were needlessly many colleges
in Calcutta; but the demand for higher education has greatly increased
since then, and the missionaries of the Church Missionary Society
regret the closing, and for this reason, among others, that they
now cannot get into touch with the influential student class as they
used to do when their college was in existence.

Some people talk of educational missions as if they were merely
educational. Is there one such mission in all India? We believe
not. People who criticise what they call ¢ Dr. Duff’s system ” should
try to understand what that system was.

The fullest examination of this question with which we are ac-
quainted is contained in the ¢ Revised Special Report of the Foreign
Missions Committee of the Church of Scotland on Educational Mis-
sions in India.” The document comprises 213 pages, and embodies the
opinion of eighty-four persons, connected with various churches, who
were deemed well qualified to pronounce an opinion on the important
question proposed; and it shows that, after most patient and pro-
longed inquiry, the General Assembly of the Church resolved to main-
tain its educational efforts. The report deserves to be studied as a
valnable repertory, not only of opinions, but of facts.
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We read that wheu the apostle and his companions were tossed up
and down in Adria, they “cast four anchors out of the stern and
wished for the day.” When some one rejoicingly pointed to the first
streaks of dawn on the Eastern horizon, we wonder whether he re-
ceived the chillingrebuke: “ The dawn is nothing; we are waiting for
the sunrise.” But so spcak many now. They do not believe in pro-
cesses and preparations. They expect the sunrise immediately to
follow midnight. Each of the higher religions of India covers as
large an area as it did before; and many sorrowfully ask what im-
pression, then, the Gospel is making on them. We reply that the
Gospel never comes into real contact with heathenism without affect-
ing it, and the influcnce exerted is in direct proportion to the com-
pleteness of the contact. The moral teachings of Christianity ap-
peal to natural reason and conscience; they carry with them their
own bright evidence, and are accepted without much delay. The
deeper mysteries, such as the divinity and atoning sacrifice of Christ,
are, it may be for a long time, vehemently opposed by many; nor
need we wonder at this, seceing that *“ no man can call Jesus Lord but
by the Holy Ghost.” But when the Gospel is fully and faithfully pro-
claimed, it is never long proclaimed in vain. The truth is revealed
to some; and these profess their faith, and, if need be, are prepared
to suffer for it.

Now, in India, the higher religions are being shot through by the
arrows of light; that is to say, the moral teachings—and much of the
teaching regarding God contained in the Gospel is steadily penetrat-
ing the mind of heathenism. The professors of heathen religions
may deny that they borrow from Christianity; they may not be aware
that they do borrow, but that does not alter the fact. One of the
most noteworthy proofs of what we now aftirm is supplied by a state-
ment lately made by the high priest of the chief division of the Bom-
bay Zorastrians, to the effect that the attributes ascribed in the
Avesta to Ahuramazda are the same as the Old Testament ascribes to
Jehovah. The statement is far from correct; but the high priest
honestly believed what he so strongly afirmed. The wish was father
to the thought.

‘We need hardly dwell longer on this. Every student of church
history will see in it only a repetition of what occurred during the
first three centuries. Heathenism was then compelled by the presence
of the Gospel to remodel itself. “ Reformed heathenism adopted
features borrowed from Christianity, and even grew to be an imita-
tion of it.”* It thought to save itself by so doing. But by and by,
as the lamented Liddon expressed it: “ Conversions came with a rush.”

Our readers must have been surprised to hear of the late sugges-

* Uhlhorn ** Conflict of Christianity with Heathenism,” Bk. II., ch. 8.
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tion, made by at least one man of influence, that the Bible be added
to the Hindu sacred books. A very natural proposal, in the mouth
of one who recognizes the steady onward march of Christianity, and
would fain come to terms with it before it is too late. DBut the pro-
gress of the truth is still more fully proved by the alarm that is so
widely professed and the vehement efforts to oppose it—Hindu tracts,
Hindu preachers—these are now sent forth in great numbers; and
the Gospel is mercilessly attacked. The large society called the
“Arya Samaj,” gives in to Christianity so far that it surrenders po-
lytheism, idol-worship, caste, and child-marriage, and permits the
re-marriage of widows. It falls back on the Vedas as the sole author-
itative scriptures, and, by torturing Sanskrit terms, it finds Christian
and modern ideas in them, It is especially afraid of Christian schools,
Its propagandism is zealous and increasing. “ If we continue to sleep,”
it cries, * our temples will soon be Christian churches.”

But it is in vain that the Arya Samaj has abandoned three-fourths
of Hinduism in order to save the remainder. Christianity is, so to
speak, in the air.* It affects all the religious thinking of India; and
its influence is seen in the remarkable attempts at reform which are
happily becoming so frequent. People may call these only social re-
forms; but in India what is social is also religious. The Rajputana
chiefs, bolder than the British Government, have limited marriage ex-
penses and fixed the minimum marriage age for men at 18, and for
women at 14. This is a stupendous change; and it involves stupen-
dous consequences. The persistent efforts to encourage the re-mar-
riage of widows; the refusal of the barbers of Bombay to shave the
heads of widows; the formation of a social reform association, which
held its third annual meeting in December, 1889, where it was noted
with interest that several Hindu ladies were present; these and
similar movements are, to any one that knows the people of India,
full of interest and promise; and, we repeat, that they are traceable,
directly or indirectly, to the influence of Christianity. We spoke
above of ideas changing; but there is also, though to a less extent, a
change of institutions.

We have been speaking of Hindus. But the Mohammedans in
India are also moving. Their antipathy to Western education is con-
siderably mitigated. That enlightened man, Sir Synd Ahmad, tells
us that his college at Alighar is flourishing. If so, Moslem bigotry
is proportionally declining. Meantime, the uneducated Mohammed-
ans—note especially what has happened in the north at Peshawur—

* Since this was written, we find the same expression quoted in the Church
Missionary Society Report. lp 172,

t A high Indian ofticial, Sir Auckland Colvin, has said: ‘“ An Alighar col-
lege man has become synonymous with a man of liberal ideas, advanced edu-
cation and independent character.” We have seen this college. We have ob-
served that its alumni are Mohammedan in little more than name.
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are as greatly terrified at the progress of Christianity as is the Atya

Samaj among the Hindus. Zenana mission teachers are objects of

especial dread to Mohammedans, as well as to Hindus. Let our sisters

thankfully and strenuously persevere; their work is telling greatly.
[ 70 be continued.]

Tur Church of God cripples all her mission bogrds and mission
work by a selfish withholding of money for the Lord’s cause,and then
wonders at the slow progress of missions in fields where retrenchment
makes all advance impossible. This absurd contradiction reminds us
of the wars of Arminius (Hermann), Prince of Cherusci (16 B. c.-
18 A. p.) The Germans bored holes in the tongues of the Roman
lawyers and judges, and then said, “ Now, rattle away /”

O~xE of the McAll workers in Paris was very much affected at
finding a poor working woman, already in a dying condition, who had
strayed into one of the salles and there for the first time heard of
Christ as the Good Shepherd of souls, She was trying to recall and
put together in an intelligible shape the few hints she had picked up
at that meeting, mere fragments of gospel truth, and when she found
one at her bedside who could give her the whole truth about this
great Saviour her joy was so great that she forgot even the agonies
of dying! And yet there are literally millions of souls in France
hungering for just such a Gospel. !

MaTERIALISY, like other forms of infidelity, has a basis of insin-
cerity. At a meeting in Liverpool an evangelist publicly said: “I
do not believe there is an honest man in the world who really believes
that we are all simply matter and go out of existence at death, If
there is a real materialist in this audience I would like to see him.”
A man rose up and shouted: “ Well, hcre €3 one.” “Come up here,”
said the evangelist, “ I want all these people to see aman whose mother
died like a dog, and that wasthe end of her.” “You are a liar,”
shouted the man, “ she was one of the best women that ever lived,
and ske’s in heaven to-day I” The fellow was fairly caught in his
own trap. He quite forgot for the moment his own creed!

Tug efforts of churches which are not evangelical and which lack
all true missionary spirit to found mission enterprises, simply to appear
aggressive and seem abreast of other professed belicvers—in other
words, tosave themselves the humiliation of asignificant contrast—have
always ended in disastrous failure. Often, instead of Christianizing
the heathen, they themselves becoine heathenized.  Those impulsive
spurts in the direction of missions remind us of a significant phrase
in the psalms, in which, referring to the trinmphant passage of Israel
over the Red Sea, the sacred writer adds, “which the Eyyptiuns, assay-
tng to do, were drowned I”
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educated Bengalis is declared by the
Indian Witness to have been attended
with much blessing. One address, at
Duff College, made a profound impres-
sion. Young Bengalis present have
since signed a solemn covenant to take
Christ as their Saviour, declaring they
will make a public profession soon.
*“ The feeling prevails among all classes
who know the facts,”’ says the Witness,
¢ that we are on the eve of a mighty
work among this class, who have so long
stood at the very threshold of a Chris.
tian life.”” It is a notable fact that the
Englishman, the leading daily paper of
Calcutta, guve a sympathetic as well as
elaborate account of Dr. Pentecost at
the outset of his mission. It ascribes
much of his success to his striking per-
sonality and manner,

—From Tahiti and the adjacent
islands a band of not less than 160
evangelists have gone forth, carrying the
message of salvation to other benighted
tribes, and yet less thun a century ago
the ancestors of these evangelists were
lying in the grossest darkness and su-
perstition.

—A Young Men's Christian Associa-
tion has been established in Jerusalem,
and modern methods of reaching the
masses are to be instituted in that his-
toric city.

—The Rev. Dr. R. Hamill Nassau, a
Presbyterian missionary on the Ogove
River, West Africa, is preparing to re-
turn to this country with his motherless
hittle daughter. Mrs. Nassau died in the
wilds of Africa, with no white person
near except her husband. Dr. Nassan
expects to reach Philadelphia aboat the
first of May.

—Arrangements are making by the
King of Siam to send six young men to
this country to be educated. They are
to enter Westminster College, at New
VWilmington, Pa., an excellent United
Presbyterian institution, The reason
given for bringing them here is that
similar experiments in England have
failed, the young men having returned
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home with ruined habits, The Rev.
Eugene Dunlap, for many years con-
nected with the American Presbyterian
Mission at Siam, is making the arrange-
ments. Up to the present time only
four young men from Siam have been
educated here. One is now in the
Auburn Theological Seminary.

—October 2d, 1792, the Baptist Mis-
sionary Society was organized, the first
society in the world organized exclusive.
ly for sending the Gospel to the heath.
en. The first offerings amounted to
about $66. Now there are 223 evangel-
ical missionary societies, 56594 foreign
missionaries (over 3000 of whom are or-
dained ministers), 33,543 native helpers,
681,503 native communicants, and in
1890 the contributions reached $11,429,-
588,

—There are several excellent training
schools for nurses in Japan. One of
these is under the direction of a laly
who left the superintendency of a Bos-
ton hospital for her laborious post in
Kyoto.  Another school in Tokyo is
raising money for a building. Its man-
agers consist of both American and Jap-
anese ladies.

—Recent reports from the Presbyte-
rinn mission in S8hantung, China, are of
a most encouraging character. The
meeting of Presbytery at Wei Hien
brought together about forty mission.
aries full of enthusiasm, besides a goodly
number of native preachera, This Pres-
bytery has twenty organized churches on
its roll, with applications for four or five
new organizations. Four hundred and
fifty-eight additions to the churches
were reported for last year, It ig esti-
mated that there are fifteen thousand in-
quirers in the different districts.

—The Young Men's Christian Asso-
ciation work in India is most encoarag-
ing. The number of members on the
roll of the Madras Association increased
in three months from 85 to 165, 50 of
whom are active members, The influ-
ence of the work is great, first in
strengthening and encouraging those
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of the travail of his soul, and the Spirit waits to pour out blessing, until the
believing Church scatters everywhere the witnesses of the cross,

The grand duty of the hour is, to my mind, as plain as an tnclouded sun
at its zenith. Faith in the duty and so the possibility of doing it ; energy
of action, courageously and promptly doing the King's business, and prayer
for power from above. Give us these, and before the generation passes
away the world shall hear the Gospel.

God makes special appeal to young men ! With many of us life’s sun
has passed the zenith and is moving toward its sctting, and with not a few
the sunset already reddens the sky. You, young men and women, have
life before you. Your sun has yet to mount from dawn to zenith. In the
age, on ages telling, when into every year is compressed the eventfulness
of a century, you are to live. God is marching on ; the signal guns are
sounding, the battle grows hot, and the hour is critical and pivotal. Who
of you will fall into the ranks and take up the grand march ?

[Note.—The above is the substance of an address delivered at Cleve-
land, O., before the late Students’ Volunteers’ Convention, Feb. 27, 1891,
The following letter, from Dr. McGilvary, will confirm the view here pre-
sented.—A. T. P.]

A VOICE FROM THE FIELD.
BY REV. D. McGILVARY.

CHieNg¥az, N, Laos Mission, Oct. 22, 1890.
To The Missionary Review of the World :

Dear Ebpitor : You might be interested to hear another wvoice from
the field in response to the standard raised pre-eminently by your Review
for a crusade to evangclize the whole world during the present century.
The idea is a grand one. Possibly, the faith of but few has reached the
standard of Christianizing the whole world during the next decade. We all
know it is not beyond the divine power to effect it. It may be doubtful
whether it is the revealed will of God that all of any age shall experience
the saving power of the Gospel. The number of the saved belongs to the
secret things which belong to God. There can be no doubt, however, that
it is the revealed will of the great Head of the Church that the Gospel is to
be preached to every creature. That command forms the proper foundation
of the Church’s duty. That it is able, with a tithe of the zeal that nations
manifest when their country is in danger, or that the world puts forth in
amassing wealth, to carry the Gospel message to every living soul, admits of
no doubt. There is latent power in firec and water to move a million-fold
the present amount of machinery, but it must be converted into steam.
8o the great problem is to generate the latent power of the Church into
red-hot heat to make it effectual. But what trumpet voice is to awaken
the slumbering power of the whole Church ? A pentecostal baptism would
do it. That baptism would surely be given in answer to a universal cry of
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prayer ; but what shall move the Church to prayer ! What more effectual
appeal than the cry of a perishing world open to the Gospel ¥ China’s
moderate call for five hundred laborers has been echoed by your Review.
Japan is a standing appesl and a standing argument to enforce it. Africa
has uttered its voice till it is the centre of attraction in Europe. To all of
these we heartily respond. 'Will your readers listen to an appeal for a race
that can claim only two or three millions ! We would appeal especially to
the Presbyterian Church, some of whom may not see its own excelient
organ,

We may assume a general idea of the work in Chiengmai and Lakawn.
In these we may regard the Gospel as firmly established. When the forces
on the way, and those under appointment, reach us, we may hope not to have
to draw soon for more foreign laborers for these. With a baptized mem-
bership of fifteen hundred, one native ordained minister, a number of val-
uable assistants and ruling elders, we doubt not that the work would go on
were all the foreign laborers removed, while with their aid, which is yet
needed, if not absolutely indispensable, we look for great results.

But to perfect the unity and symmetry of our work and design of reach-
ing the whole race, at least two other stations should be occupied, and one
of them immediately. In February, March, and April an evangelistic tour
of three months was taken by the writer to all the Laos states and cities
except Hluang-Prabang, in the extreme northeast. Besides its immediate
object, it was designed to take a resurvey of the whole field with a view of
selecting the next station. Two points called for special attention. One is
M-Nan, in one sense the flower of the Laos states. Its territory is as large
and populous as Chiengmai, but its rulers are somewhat more conservative,
It is open, but not yet so like a ripe apple falling into our hands as a fourth
one to which I would call the attention of the Church. One hundred miles
to the north of Chiengmai is Chieng-Rai, or Kieng-Hai. Fifty miles farther
north is Chieng-Saan (or Kieng-Tsan), the northernmost province or gtate in
the kingdom, and to the east is Chieng Kong, both the latter being situated
on the great Cambodia River. The rulers in all these are favorable to our
work. The Governor of Chieng-Rai was disappointed that we could not
occupy a lot previously given this year. There is an organized church of
about eighty baptized members mainly the result of God’s Llessing on
native labor. In Chieng-Saan there is another of over forty members.
Chieng-Kong is the largest department of the M-Nan state, which closely
borders on Chieng-Rai, while to the south is Papaw, with a membership
that can soon be organized into a church. With a fair idea of the whole
field from previous isolated towns, and an extensive acquaintance and inquiry
for twenty years, I was hardly prepared to realize the possibility of reach-
ing the whole Laos race in the next decade by a station to be formed im-
mediately in those three places, with Chieng-Rai as the centre, and a sub-
sequent one in the latter half of the decade in M-Nan. A more promising
field for evangelistic work could not be chosen for the present than the
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former. Providence has opened the door, removed all obstacles, and
planted churches in advance.

Before reaching home a plan was formed of going up to Chieng-Rai in
December, leaving my family and spending six months, and returning to
Chiengmai the latter half of the year. With these bright visions of work,
imagine my disappointment on learning that the debt of the Board required
retrenchment and not ezpansion. But still the two stations of Chiengmai
and Lakawn have appealed to the Board for its sanction. The last letter
from the Board expressed a doubt as to its favorable decision. The only
difficulty in the way is the funds. How many churches, how many indi-
viduals in the church, could assume the expense of a station for one, three,
or five years! Mr. James Lenox gave $3000 the first year to start the
Chiengmai Mission. The call seems imperative. Not to advance is to
risk the loss of the best portion of ourfield. Hluang-Prabang, lower down
on the Cambodia, contiguous to French territory, is already occupied by a
Catholic mission. If we fail to advance, they probably will. The Govern-
ment and the people would greatly prefer our occupying it. It would give
a scope to our native workers, and develop as nothing else would the mis-
sionary spirit in the native churches. It would furnish a wider field for
our literature. There is no obstacle in the way but the want of funds. In
nearly every place visited, the complaint was that our stay was too short.
The wife of the Governor of Chieng-Kong could hardly be reconciled, and
begged for one month to be taught to read our Scriptures by Miss Mec-
Gilvary, Three weeks after we had left we were overtaken by three men,
who had not heard of our arrival, and who were anxious to study our re-
ligion. A head priest in M-Ngow, whom I had formerly met, had read
our books, and partially promised to leave the priesthood and come to
Chiengmai to study more. The venerable Viceroy of M-Nan, eighty-four
years of age, voiced a common sentiment in regard to Buddhism. When
our religion was explained, at our audience, as well as it could be to one so
deaf, he replied, ‘‘ That is all very good. You may preach it to my
people ; but as for me, it is too late. I have built my temples, fed the
priests, made my offerings, and performed my devotions in the only re-
ligion I knew. I must rely on my merit for the future.”” To the sug-
gestion that the road to Nirvana is practically endless, he replied : * You
say truly. It can only be attained after myriads of transmigrations, but it
is too late to enter a new one. You must teach the rising gengration.””
After myriads of transinigrations. If such appeals from princes, priests,
and people touch no chord in the hearts of those who belicve that they have
themselves been saved by the Gospel, and make no call to prayer, offer no
motive to self-denial and effort, what more can be said # Only one other
voice is stronger, and that comes from the Mount of Olives, from the lips of
the ascending Saviour, ‘‘ Go ye into all the world and preach the Gospel to
every creature, and lo, I am with you alway, unto the end of the world.
Amen.” Yours fraternally, D. McGiLvary.
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BY REV, J. T. GRACEY, D.D,

BUBMAH,

Within the past seventy-five years the
political map of south-eastern Asia has
materially changed. In 1820 the Emper-
orof Burmsah claimed dominion over all
the tribes of Burmah proper, as well as
over Chittagong, Arakan, and the Tenas-
serim provinces, including a large part
of the Malayan Peninsula, On Novem-
ber 30th, 1885, Theebaw, the last Em-
peror of Burmah, was a prisoner in the
hands of the English army. He was
sent to England, and a few weeks later
the Empire of Burmah was annexed to
British India, and the Burmese rule
ceased. At present, and for missionary
purposes, Burmah may be considered as
composed of Upperand Lower Burmah,
comprising the late kingdom or empire
of Burmah, and Lower Burmabh, all that
portion of the country belowthe twenti-
eth degree of latitude, as well as the
Tenasserim provinces and the present
mission stations in Arakan, and Shan-
land, in the east.

Burmah is about equal in area to New
England, the Middle States, Ohio, In.-
diana, and Ilinois combined. Its pop-
ulation is variously estimated at from
8,000,000 to 15,000,000. Exceptin what
was until lately known as British Bur-
mah, no census has ever been taken.
The population of British Burmah has
been 80 largely increased of late years
by immigration, that some estimates now
place the population as high as 10,-
000,000 for Burmah proper. There are
said to be forty-two different races in
Burmah, divisible into four geneial
classes —the Burmans, the Taligus or
Peguans, the Shans, and the Karens.
The Peguans were once the lords of the
country ; the Shans are a nomadic race
found in eastern Barmah, northern Siam,
and south-western China. These first
three races are Buddhists, Of the Ka-
rens there are more than thirty tribes,
" The Sgau and Pwo tribes have been
- largely converted to Christianity, and
have formed many Christian villages.

\

The Society for the Propagation of the
Gospel entered Burmah in 1859, and
Independent Burmah in 1868. The Seo
of Rangoon has had the honor of main-
taining all the missions of the Charch
of England in Burmah from the first.
What is known as the Mission to Lepers
has aided the ¢* Church’’ Missionary So-
ciety, in its specific line in Burmah,
The Leipzig Evangelical Lutheran Mis-
sionary Society include Burmah in their
India mission. A Lutheran missicn
was begun to the Karens of Burmah in
1884 by two friends, Hans Poulsen and
H. J. Jensen, who opened a station at -
Yaddu, near Taung-ngu ; but wishing
to get to a people not yet evangelized,
they sought aocess to the Red Karens,
and began their work at Pobja, the resi-
dence of the ohief. We know of but
one unmarried lady who represents
them at present on the field. The Ameri-
ocan Baptists have been the chief repre-. °
sentative of the Christian world in this
land, and their success has been the oc-
casion of great rejoicing far beyond
their own ranks. Bishop Cotton de-
clared that there were three great mis-
sionary successes in India: 1. The
work of the ‘*Charch’’ in Tinnevelly ;
2. The work of the Lutherans in the
¢ peasant Church ' of Chutia Nagpur ;
8. The work of the American Baptista
in Burmah. They now register 113
missionaries in this country, with
28,009 members in 528 churches, in
the service of which are 540 native
preachers ; the pupils in schools num-
ber 11,146. During the past year the
Karen Mission has been extending, es-
pecially in the direction of Karenni.
The interests of the Gospel among the
Burmans has made a marked advance.
The first station in the Shan states has
been established, and is now occupied
by Rev. M. B. Kirkpatrick, M.D. The
Chin Mission in the western part of
Burmah has made encouraging progress.
The work among the natives of India,
of whom there are now more than half
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a million in Burmah, is attracting in-
creasing attention, and the rapid de-
velopment of the country, now that it
has come wholly under British rule, is
offering manifold opportunities and
enlarged facilities for extending the
missionary work to every part of the
province,

The Methodist Episcopal Mission was
begun in Rangoon in 1872, and is now
conducted among the English, the
Tamil immigrants from India, and, in a
small way, among the Burmans. It
numbers 200 communicants in all,

WrrBIN TaIrRTY YEsARS—Two Pic-
TURES.— First Piclure: King Theebaw
was inaugurated as King of Upper Bur-
mah, at Mandalay, about thirty years
ago. Hewas an incarnation of cruelty.
Several hundreds of the nobility and of
his own family were massacred to cel-
ebrate the event. To undertake mis-
sionary work in Upper Burmah meant
death or captivity to the individual at.

_ tempting it. When the city of Mandalay
was built, the eight gates surrounding
the city were supposed to have been
made secure against all invaders by the
sacrifice of fifty-six young girls !

Second Picture: In October, 1890, the
Baptist Missionary Conference was held
in thir same city of Mandalay. The
Judson Memorial Church was dedicated
during the Conference. Eightthousand
rupees of the money needed were given
by Christians in Burmah ; the Karen
choir furnished excellent music, and on
the evening of the closing day there was
held a communion service at which there
were present Tamils, Telugns, Burmans
and Karens, Shans and Tounghus, Eng-
lish and Eurasians, Chinese and Amer.
icans, representing 500 churches and
30,000 members in Burmah, all ‘‘ one
in Christ Jesus,” about the table of the
Lord,

SIAM,

Siam is in Farther India, between
Burmah on the west and Anam or
Cochin China on the east. It is four
times as large as the State of New York,
with about the same population—six
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millions or more. Siam means a broun
race. It is often called ‘‘ The Land of
the White Elephant.” The flag of the
country is a red ground with a white
elephant upon it. The white elephant
when found is escorted to the city by
the king and his court, given a title of
nobility, and if sick is attended by the
court physician,

Until 1885 Siam had two kings, but
in that year the office of one of them
was abolished. The present king is
thirty-seven years old, and is the first
sovereign of Siam who ever went abroad.
He is intelligent and progressive, as will
be seen from statements to follow re.
garding the advance movements of
Siam. In 1873 the custom of prostra-.
tion on elbows and knees in the pres-
ence of his majesty was abolished. In
1883 he showed his public spirited-
ness in giving $4800 to aid the sufferers
from earthquake in Java, while the
queen gave half as much more to the
same object. Trade with foreign parts
increases, and their fancy for European
hats and caps resulted in the importa-
tion in one year into Bangkok, the cap-
ital, of $18,000 worth of hats and caps.
In 1883 Siam first erected telegraph
lines to connect it with the world-wide
lines of the cable companies. The
royal palace is lighted by electricity,
horse.cars are on the streots of the cap-
ital, and steam ferryboats are seen on
the rivers. King's College is a noble
edifice, with 250 students learning the
English language and literature and
Western science. It is equipped with
philosophical and chemical apparatus
ordered from the United States. Prizes,
the highest in value £100, were dis-
tributed by the young Crown Prince at
the last examination. The college has
recently been transferred to the spa-
cious and beautiful edifice erected by
tho king in memory of his late queen,
who was drowned. This is in striking
contrast with the conduct of his prede-
cessor who, on the death of his wife,
built a Buddhist temple and monastery.
Another illustration of the new order of
things is the Home for Orphans, with
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thirty-five orphans, erected in memory
of a young prince deceased. Under
former reigns the wats, or monasteries,
were the only places where boys were
taught their mother-tongue ; now na-
tive schools have been opened, and also
schools for the study of English and
the higher branches, one at least be-
sides the King's College already alluded
to. The progressive Government of
Siam are now planning to put up a
medical college near the largest hospi-
tal. The King's intention has been an-
nounced of sending six chosen Siamese
boys to this country to receive a
thorough American education., They
are to come in the charge of a returning
missionary. That also is a significant
fact, The Government has known the
value of missionaries to the land and
recognized it in various ways. Rev,
Dr. 8. G. McFarland has for many years
been the Principal of King's College.
Dr. Hays has been appointed by the
King Director-General of all the Gov-
ernment hospitals, and that without
any restriction upon his teaching the
religion he professes to those under his
care,

Politically Siam is likely to retain a
position of prominent interest in the
world. 8he bids fair to maintain her
position as an independent kingdom.
This is greatly to her credit in these
days when the great powers are over-
shadowing and absorbing the weaker
ones, without so much as saying ‘‘ by
your leave.” Siam is still a kingdom,
A friend writes in this connection say-
ing : *‘ In these days, in consequence of
annexations, protectorates, absorptions,
and turning into repablics, it really
looks as if the Seventh Angel would
have few ‘ kingdoms ' anywhere left to
announce as having become ‘our
Lord's.”"

But England and France both need
Siam to act as a buffer between their pos-
sessions in the East, to prevent colli-
sion, though each nation doubtless
looks with a covetous eye on that fertile
land.

England will not let Siam slip into
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her rival's hands as Cambodia did.
Nor will France let England acquire
more of Farther India than she now pos-
segses ; and Sism is too shrewd, too
wide-awake to give either of her power-
ful neighbors any pretext to get a per-
manent foothold within her boundaries,
or to have any excuse for interfering in
her policy. 8o, though pressingly be-
set by English capitalists to let them
invest in o grand system of railways they
had planned and surveyed, for travers-
ing the whole length of the Menam
valley to connect with a line of their
own from Rangoon to the west frontier
of China, Siam has resolutely refused
to allow them to build hbdr railroads and
has decided at last to build them her-
self,

Thus far she has kept free from a na-
tional debt, and is not likely to put her-
self, as Egypt and Turkey have, at the
mercy of English creditors. In the New
York Engineering News for December,
1890, is an official advertisement by the
Minister of Public Works in Siam in-
viting tenders from American contrac-
tors for the conmstruction of a Royal
Siamese State Railway from Bangkok,
the capital, to Korat, an important town
one hundred and sixty-six miles to the
northeast, over the mountains, on the
watershed of the great Cambodia River.
Korat is the capital of the district from
which the raw silk of Siam is derived.
Rice i3 very abundant there.. Dr.
House, writing to us about that district,
says that when he was there in 1854, the
first time it was ever visited by a white
man, he found rice selling at half a cent
a pound, there being no market for it,
and no transportation save in packs on
the backs of bullocks several days’
travel through a dense and dangerous
jungle.

Missions : Foreign missionary work
wns begun in Siam by the American
Baptists, under Rev. William Dean,
D.D., as early as 1833, The American
Board followed in 1834. The Baptists
now confine their work to the Chinese.

The Presbyterians commenced work
in Siam in 1840, Rev. William P, Buell
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and wife began the work, but were there
three and a half years only. They
were followed in 1847 by Rev. Stephen
Mattoon and wife, and 8. R. House,
M.D. Both of these honored brethren
are still among the churches, Dr, Mat-
toon being now in Siam, and Dr. House,
with his excellent and devoted mission-
ary wife, is now in America. In the
first eighteen months of Dr. Fouse's
labor as a missionary physician he pre-
scribed for 3117 patients. These first
missionaries labored for twelve years
before seeing their first convert. All
the work is now in a prosperous condi-
tion, the mission schools are doing es-
pecially well, the Christian high school
is a great success. The wholo country
is open to evangelical work, and numer-
ous converts are yearly added to the
churches.

The principal stations are ome in
Bangkok, and one in Petchaburee, and
one in Ratburee. Siam has 13 mission-
aries, 10 married, and 5 single, ladies,

LAOS,

The Laos are a hardy and industrious
race who inhabit five or six small king-
doms north of Siam, They number be-
tween one and two millions. Mission
work was begun among them in 1867,
at Chiengmai, 500 miles from Bangkok.
This and Lakawn are the principal sta-
tions ; there are twelve out-stations.
The Laos Mission has 852 communi-
cants, four schools, with 229 pupils, 10
missionaries, with 8 married, and 4 sin-
gle, ladies,

The Bible has not yet been translated
into the Laos language, but one of the
missionaries was in this country last
year having a complete font of type
made, at a cost of about $1000, and it is
anticipated that the Gospel will soon be
given the Laos in their own tongue.

BUDDHISM,

Buddhism is not the religion of any
independent power on the earth at this
hour except Siam, but it is prevalent
in all the countries which have come
under review in this study. In Bang-
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kok alone there are ten thousand priests
who are dependent on the people for
daily food, Nowbere are the living
force and the deadening influence of
Buddhism more felt than in Siam.

We have little disposition and less
space to attempt a presentation of
Buddhism as a system of belief ; but as
it is the Jatest ** fad "’ among a class of
persons who dislike Christianity, be-
cause of its rigorous demands upon
them, to prate about ‘* beautiful Buddh-
ism,” we beg to remind our readers of
its practical output. It may have
tamed barbarians and helped to main-
tain order and discipline among some
peoples, but it has not supported
any people in their efforts to recupe-
rate after disaster nmor in their en-
deavors after progress. The mission of
Buddhism is not to root out what it
holds to be deadly errors, nor to pro-
claim truths, nor to build up a righteous
kingdom, It seeks not to convert but
to rescue from delusion and desire ; the
moral life is not the end but a means ;
morality is sheer mechanism ; the end,
the aim is not to be good for the sake of
goodness, nor righteous for the sake of
righteousness. It aimsatnoideal excel-
lence for the sake of the excellence. The
realization of the moral idea is a blank
which Buddhism cannot fill. Its con-
ception of the kingdom of God is radi-
cally other than holiness, or ultimately
holiness itself. Buddhism knows no
sin, hence it can know no punishment
of sin and, of course, it can know no
pardon ; nor can it know any prayer,
nor sacrifice, nor thanksgiving. It has
no parable of the prodigal son, or story
of ‘‘ the dying thief,”’ because it has no
God, no soul, no Saviour.

Sir Edward Arnold, author of ‘‘ The
Light of Asia,”’ who hasbeen esteemed
a foremost champion of the beauties of
the Buddhist legends, and as exalting
Buddhism at the expense of Christian-
ity, in a conversation with Rev. Dr.
Ashmore, on the Belgic, between San
Francisco and Yokohama, said :

“T have Leen criticised for an im-
plied -comparison between Buddhism
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and Christianity in regard to doctrines
derived from them and principles con-
tained in them respectively. No such
object was in mind. For me Christian-
ity, rightly viewed, is the crowned
queen of religion, immensely superior
to every other, and though I am so great
an admirer of much that is great in
Hindu philosophy and religion, 1
would not give one verse of the Sermon
on the Mount away for twenty epioc
poems like the ‘ Mahabharata,’ nor ex-
change the Golden Rule for twenty
¢ Upanishads,’ "’ )

It is needless to make reference at
this time to the moral result of Buddh-
ism over Asia in general, but the testi-
mony of those who have had large ex-
perience of it, and great opportunities of
observation in the lands which we are
now studying, is fairly in place.

Bishop Titcomb, who had large ex-
perience in Burmah, says of it, ‘‘ That
while the same old reverence exists for
Buddhist law and religion which ex-
isted in its best days, yet dead worldli-
ness plmost universally pervades daily
life. Religious rites are observed, but
they are mostly of a formal character.
Large numbers of worthless and most
ignorant men are admitted into the
monasteries, Not one householder in a
thousand makes any serious effort to
obtain what is called the Path which
leads to Nirvana ; popular religion is a
life of easy-going conformity to outward
observances, accompanied by practical
self-indulgence. Idolatrous practices
are followed which in the law of primi-
tive Buddhism were unknown. Images
of Buddba are enshrined everywhere
with a hideous prodigality, in stone, and
wood, and metal.’’ Hesays : ‘‘ The ap-
plication of any strong corrective prin-
ciple has been lost."”

A missionary in Siam says: *‘ The
further we penetrate in this system for
good fruits, for jnstice, mercy, love, and
. purity of heart and life, the more are
; we convinced of the utter rottenness
and deadness of the whole struoctnre.
There is no living intercessor. Suffer-

ing humanity may cry for help, but .
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nothing ever disturbs the repose of
Buddha, or turns his heart with quick
throbs of love and pity. He cannot
stretch out his hand to save Question
a Buddhist as to his future state, and
he says, ‘It is all dark " ‘I have stu-
died many religions,’ said one to a mis-
sionary, ‘and I have found no god that
loves as your God loves.” Buddhism
will fade in the presence of a purer and
holier faith.”

A\

The *‘ Baptist Missionary Hand-Book”
says : ‘ Rangoon, the capital of Lower
Burma, is on the Rangoon River, the
eastern delta-branch of the Irrawaddy,
twenty miles from the sea, It is acces-
sible to large ships, and has a large and
rapidly increasing foreign trade, and an
important trafic by river. The city is
well built, and has a population of 134,-
176, an increase of 35 per cent since
1872.

« Maulmain, the chief town of the Ten-
asserim provinoe, is situated at the junc-
tion of the Salwen, Attaran, and Gyne
rivers, It has a good port, and a large
trade in teak, rice, and ivory. The
scencry about the city is strikingly
beautiful, and its location healthful,
Population, 93,187, an increase of 14
per cent since 1872,

¢ Mandalay, the most important place
of Upper Burma, and now the eapital
of the whole country, is a large city on
the east side of the Irrawaddy River. It
is connected with Toungoo and Rangoon
by a railroad.

‘“ Prome is on the east bank of the Irra-
waddy River, eighty-five miles west of
Toungoo, and one hundred and sixty-
six miles northwest from Rangoon, with
which it is connected by a railway. It
is the seat of a large trade and manu-

factures. Population, 28,8183, a loss of
7 per cent since 1872.

‘‘ Bhamo (Bsh-m4u)is on the Irrawad.-
dy River, one hundred and eighty miles
above Mandalay, and only forty miles
from the Chinese province of Yunnan.,
It was formerly capital of a Shan prin-
cipality, nnd has a considerable trade
with China by means of caravans, By

_ the river it isabout eight hundred miles

from Rangoon.”
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‘“ Speed on, ye heralds, bringing
Life to the desert slain ;
Till in its mighty winging,
God's Spirit comes to reign.
From death to new-begetting,
God shall the power give ;
Shall choose them for crown-setting
And Ishmael shall live.

¢* So speaks the promise, bringing
The age of Jubilee
To every home and tenting,
From Tadmor to the sea.
The dead to life are risen ;
The glory spreads abroad ;
The desert answers heaven,
Hosannas to the Lord !”’
—J.G. L.

The St. Paul of Uganda.

When Stanley urged Christendom to
send missionaries to Mtesa’'s kingdom,
Mackay joined a party of eight to found
an industrial mission to the Victoria
Nyanza. In three years he alone sur-
vived. For fourteen years, in jeopardy
every hour, he was yet the soul, the
hand, the head of this great and model
movement, The London Times called
him ‘ The St. Paul of Uganda” :

¢‘ He built, cut type, translated, print-
ed, engineered, navigated, diploma-
tized ; he denounced crime, preached
the Gospel, acted as schoolmaster and
doctor ; he befriended Emin Pasha,
Junker and Stanley, and strove, alas
in vain! to save Hannington from the
results of unconscious but heroic folly ;
he controlled the court 8o far £3 it could
be controlled ; protected the brave
Christian boys, and, in a word, through
baptisms of blood and fire, won a
church in the wilderness for the dear
Lord and Master whom he served with
an absolutely single eye. No such story
of Christian heroism has ever teen told
in our day. The boys of Uganda who
died in horrible tortures rather than
deny their faith will rank with the
noblest martyrs of Christian history.
Every line in our Lord’s Sermon on the
Mount finds its illustration and con-
firmation in this extraordinary history.

EDITORIAL NOTES ON CURRENT TOPICS.

[June

The latest phase of the Uganda revolu-
tion—the flight of Mwanga, his appeal
to the Church he persecuted, the vic-
tory of the Christians, the return of
Mwanga, and his re-establishment in
the kingdom surrounded by chiefs and
councillors professing the Christian
faith—is a chapter in praise of meekness
and mercy. In Uganda to-day the
¢ meek inherit the earth’ and torgive-
ness is proved to be the noblest re-
venge.”

Goodness is sometimes better than
greatness, A missionary in India was
so feeble mentally that he could not
learn the language. After some years
he asked to be recalled, frankly saying
that he had not sufficient intellect for
the work, A dozen missionaries, how-
ever, petitioned his Board not to grant
his request, saying that his goodness
gave him a wider influence among the
heathen than any other missionary at
the station. A convert when asked,
¢¢ What is it to be a Christian ?’’ replied,
“ Tt is to be like Mr. ——”" naming the
good missionary., He was kept in In-
dia. He never preached a sermon;
but when he died hundreds of heathen
as well as many Christians mourned him
and testified to his holy life and char-
acter,

It causes sorrow to many to learn that
Mrs, Phraner, wife of Rev. Stanley K.
Phraner, died at Chang Mi Laos, in
Northern Siam, one month after their
arrival, Mr, Phraner graduated last
spring at Princeton Theological Semi-
nary, was ordained by the Presbytery of
Westchester, was married, and imme-
diately set out as a missionary to Siam.
He is a son of Rev. Wilson Phraner,
D.D., for many years pastor at Sing
Sing, N. Y.

Dr. Storrs, of Brooklyn, the President
of the American Board, referring to
whiskey in Africa, is said to have used
this terse but telling sentence recently :
¢“ Every dollar gained in the Congo rum
trade ought to burn in the palm of a
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he showed that the number of baptisms
reported was 407 as against 536 last
year, But the number of unbaptized
converts reported is much larger than
the year before, more than making up
the deficiency. The total number of
communicants is over 3000, more than
4500 having been baptized from the
commencement of the work twenty six
years ago,

—The death isannounced of the Rev.
Dr. Bissell, of the Marathi Mission of
the American Board. Dr, Bissell has
spent forty years in India, and was one
of the most able missionaries in that
country. His departure was sudden,
as he was in his usual health until about
two hours before his death, He leaves
four sons in the ministry,

—The Scotch missionaries in the
Punjab rejoice over a rich harvest of
souls, At thestation of Sailkot they bap-
tized 80 converts four years ago ; but
last year the number was already 800,
and the blessed work is going on in-
creasingly,

—The venerable Dr. John Newton,
who died at Merrel, in Northern India,
on the second day of July, was in the
eighty-first year of bis age, and had
been in the missionary work in India
for fifty-six years, Very few men have
been permitted to pass through so long
a period of service, and few have
wrought so diligently and so well. He
was stationed first at Lodiana, but more
than forty years ago was transferred to
Lahore, where his chief work was done.
He was well qualified in scholarship
and in his linguistic acquirements for
the tasks which were appointed to him.
He published the first grammar of the
Panjabi language, and the first and only
Panjabi English dictionary. He trans.
lated the New Testament, and wrote
numerous tracts and essays. His influ-
ence with civilisns and men in high
office in the Punjab was large, and al-
ways wielded for the advancement of
civilization and good morals. Men gave
him unfeigned veneration, and loved
him for his sweetness of tcmper and
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his large toleration for Christians who
differed from him in forms of worship
or in forms of ecclesiastical order.

Japan.—Mrs, Large, widow of the
missionary of the Canadian Methodist
Church, who was murdered in Japan
over a year ago, and who was herself
severely wounded in trying to save her
husband’s life, after a year’s visit in
Ontario, is now returning to Japan to
re-engage in mission work,

—The Hongo Church, in Tokyo—in-
tended specially for students, Rev. Mr.
Yokio (Ise) pastor, a man well known in
America—was dedicated a short while
ago. It is a substantial brick building,
corresponding in style with the build-
ings of the university and national
schools, near which it is located. It
seats about 700. The entire cost of lot
and building, with a small native house
for a parsonage, was about $11,000, and
it is paid for, Most of the money was
raised in this country,

Papal Lands.—Four of the members
of the first Christian Endeavor Society
formed in Mexico, at Chihuahua, have
left to study for the ministry at Juarez.
They have started another society, and
the societies in Spain plan to unite with
those in Mexico in publishing literature
in Spanish suited to their needs.

Russia. — The Russian Orthodox
Church is doing mission work among
the nomad tribes in South Siberia.
Over 3000 adults were baptized last year.
A magnificent cathedral will soon be
dedicated at Tokio, Japan, in which
country the Russian missionaries are
most successful. The Moscow Mission.
ary Society numbers 12,000 members,
and receives $150,000 annually, The
seminary at Kasan prepares young men
for work among the Siberian tribes, giv-
ing them instruction in the native dia-
lects.

—The King of Siam has settled an
annual allowance of $1500 upon the
three young sous of the late Dwight
Bradley, son of the early missionary,
Dr. Bradley. Mr. Bradley was in the
government service at Bangkok,



