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rate,”’ relating both to the total expen-
diture for missions made by that body
of Christians and the amount contrib-
uted by friends from outside. Now, he
who would knowingly offend in that
way, and thus ‘“ belittle the liberality’”
of a church which just there comes
nearest to the Gospel ideal, would by
the act prove himself the chief of sin-
ners, The mistake is deeply regretted,
and originated wholly from partial and
80 defective information. However,
sorrow is not altogether unmingled
with joy, since the opportunity is thus
afforded to present the facts, which for
substance, The Moravian being author-
ity, are as follows : ‘‘ The total cost of
our missions in 1890 was $350,475,
The largest proportion of this—more
than two thirds—was raised in the mis-
sion fields themselves, through the con-
tributions of the converts and also from
the proceeds of trades carried on in
certain mission-provinces for the bene-
fit of the missions, The sum of $24 060
is to be credited, as THE MIssIONARY
Review puts it, to the ‘ Brethren's con-
gregations,” but this is not all. The
Labrador and the Alaska accounts do
not pass through our General Board.
Labrador entailed an outlay of 9800,
Alaska of $8400. The gifts from friends
in Britain, including therefore those of
the London Association referred to were
$26,686 ; on the Continent of Europe,
$22,656 ; in America, $285. [Total gifts
from friends, $49,627.] Mite societics
in the various Moravian congregations
contributed $3430. Legacies were receiv-
ed to the amount of $23,670, and the in-
come from funded legacies was $37,264,
How much of the last two items should
be credited to members, and how much
to friends of the Moravian Church, we
are not able to say. It may be added
that the entire cost of administration
was but $16,570, and that the total of
adherents is now 90,020, while the
home churches number less than 35, -
000.” It will be noticed that a portion
of the $350,475 is derived from the
‘‘ proceeds of trades.”

Burely, humanum es! errare, and the

GENERAL MISSIONARY INTELLIGENCE. il

misstatement refcrred to is found not
in October, but in November instead.

Monthly Bulletin.

—News of the death of Miss Jennie
B. Small, a.missionary of the Presbyte-
rian Board of Foreign Missions, at
Petchaburee, Siam, on June 2, has been
received. Miss Small taught school for
several years in Mansfield, Allegheny
County, Pa.

—The Zambesi Chief Lewanika has
sent his eldest son Litia to Morija, in
Basutoland, to receive Christian in-
struction. The chief has many excel-
lent parts, and for some time has been
on terms of friendship with M. Coil.
lard, of the Paris Society of Missions,
and Litia himself is a promising young
man of Christian characterl.

—The London Christian says : *‘ The
Chinese Government is now taking very
vigorous steps to suppress and to pre-
vent attacks on missionaries, We may
therefore reasonably trust that those
who are carrying the Word of God into
that distant land will be in less danger
than has recently been the case. This
is something to thank God for not only
for the sake of the missionaries, but of
the future weal of China itself.’

—The work among the blind in Syria
is full of interest. The number of blind
seen in the East is very distressing.
There are blind schools at Beirut, Da-
mascus and Tyre. Blind Scripture
readers have the entrée of Moslem homes,
& privilege which blindness oconfers.
One of the earliest pupils in the Beirut
Blind School, after completing his
studies in Edinburgh University, has
been ordained pastor of the Presbyte-
rian church of Knox, in Brussecls, On-
tario,

—The first section of the little rail-
road which is to connect Jaffa with Jern-
salem has been completed, and tourists
are now able to travel by rail from Juffa
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—A native Christinn, to the salinrfuc-
tion of the bar, the bench, and the pub.
lic, has just been appointed Adminis.
trator-General of Madras, India ; and a
native Christian girl —a graduate of one
of the Christian colleges—has been ap-
pointed to the charge of the post-oftice
at Mandapasali.

—The Gospel of Matthew, now being
printed at Bangkok by the American
Presbyterian Mission press, is the firt
move toward giving the Bible to the
Laos in their own langunge. This is
printed in Siamese letters, but it is
hoped in the near future to give the
same in the Laos letters also.

—A *“ prayer-meeting” attended by
1lindu students of the several colleges
in Lahore, India, is held in Mission Col-
loge boarding-house every Sabbath after-
noon. This is in no sense a Christian
prayer-meeting, and with it the college
authorities have nothing whatever to
do. The Mohammedan community,
too, is similarly affected. A recent
organization, called the * Young Men's
Mohammedan Association,’” the secre-
tary of which isa graduate of a college,
announces as its object the spiritual and
morul welfare of the young men of the
community. ‘‘ Divine service" is regu-
larly conducted in four or five different
halls of that city ; and the newspapers
tell us of the * impressive sermons’’ and
the ‘‘ earnest prayers’’ offered on such
occasions.

Africa.—A very practical demonstra-
tion of the progress of missions is given
in the view published in various Eng-
lish journals of the Scotch Presbyterian
Church, recently completed at Blantyre
in East Central Africa. The mission es-
tablished seventeen years ago has passed

. through every stage of discouragement
and prosperity. At one time the fierco
_tribal antagonism threatened to extin-
guish it ; but though the whole surround-
ing country was raided, the mission and
the mission people were respected. In
1888 the foundations of the new church
were laid, and since then all have been at
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work upon it. The brickmakers and
bricklayers, the painters and carpenters
wece natives trained in the mission ;
and the hewers of wood and drawers of
water were the very men who a few
years before had suught to destroy the
work. On May 10th the work was com-
pleted and the church dedicated. It
will seat in the nave and transept 200
people with ease, and 400 could be pro-
vided for without passing the chancel.
The wiadows are mostly memorial win-
dows of stained glass, and most of the
fittings have been presented, including
handsome lamps, draperies, a bell and
chairs, communion table and reading-
desk,

—An English Baptist missionary—
Mr, Stapleton—writing of the ferocity
of the Bangala tribes on the Upper
Congo, among whom he and his associ-
ates are attempting missionary work,
reports a fight between two villages, in
which the women took part, after which
the victors danced in high glee, and
brought in the bodies of those they had
slain, presenting a sight so sickening
that it was difficult for the missionaries
to eat or to sleep. The conquerors
cooked the bodies of their victims ; snd
two days after a lnd walked into the mis-
sion station carrying on a plantain leaf
some of the flesh that had been roasted.
Mr. Stapleton says :

¢“ One of the men killed at Mampoko
was a slave of the chief. He had worked
for us some three months, and but the
evening before was engaged on the sta.-
tion. ln the morning he is killed, and
in an hour or two tossed into a grave
‘ unwept, unhonored, and unsung.’ The
people wanted to eat him, and would
have done so, but his master refused to
cut off his head, a necessary preliminary
to the feast. Another man comes to the
fight in full vigor ; in twelve hours his
body is cooked and eaten ; while to burn
alive a poor, sick, deserted woman is
regarded as a huge joke. Yet usually
these Bangalas are merry, manly fel-
lows, very friendly in conversation, and
quite demonstrative in their affection ;
but when the lust of blood is upon them
deeds which fill us with horror are the
merest incidents of the fight to them."

4
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III.—~EDITORIAL NOTES ON CURRENT TOPICS.

The “Forward Muvement,”

On March 8th, at Sheffield, a large
meeting was held in the interests of the
* Forward Movement'’ of the London
Missionary 8ociety. At the evening
meeting, Rev. Wardlaw Thompson, Sec-
retary ; Professor Armitage, and myself
were the speakers, Secretary Thomp-
eon’'s address was a gem, He referred
to his experience eight years since in a
tour of the missions of the Society ; and
he remarked that such a deputation
proved very expensive, for it revealed
the urgent need of reinforcements ; that
fields were starving for laborers, and
there must be a *‘ forward movement.”

In fact, he said, the * forward move-
ment” was not new. The Society has
been entering new fields and undertak-
ing new forms of work : witness wom-
an's work for fifteen years past with a
staff of 37 now in the field, and medical
missions, with 16 fully qualified mis-
sionaries and 9 hospitals. The Society
purposes, before its centenary in 1896,
to add 100 more laborers to the 200 now
in service. This means an addition to
the present outlay of $400,000 another
$150,000 annually,

Mr. Thompson briefly answered two
questions :

Why aforward movement ? and where ?

He said there are three stages in mis-
sionary enterprise, The firast, where
flelds are newly entered and all is
pioneer work ; the third, where fields
are fruitful, self-supporting, self-propa-
gating. In the first stage it is imprac-
ticable to send many laborers, and in
the third it is needless. But the middle
stage, when the early obstacles are over-
come, and the people are ready to re-
ceive the Word, all the force available
should be massed on the field, and such is
the present stage of work in most of the
Society’s fields., Travancore was in-
stanced as an example of the compara.
tive results of amply supplying a field
with laborers Thcugh smaller than
some fields where only a single mission.
ary is stationed, there are five stations

and eight missionaries, and the results
have been surpriringly greater in pro-
portion, in the number of converts, na-
tive workers, scholars in schools, etc.

Mr. Thompson showed where the for-
ward movement should especially apply.
New fields, like New Guinea and Central
Africa, and older fields now budding
into promise., He spoke of hard fields,
long unfruitful, which God is now bless-
ing, and drew a fine analogy between
‘‘ poor men's diggings’’ in gold districts
where the deposit is alluvial, and one
man can work the superficial soil and
make a living, and corresponding mis-
sions among simpler and more impressi-
ble tribes ; while the gold embedded in
hard rock, which can be got at only by
crushing the rock, and demands capital,
combined labor, machinery, and patient
mining, represents the more difficult
but ultimately equally fruitful and pro-
ductive work. From March 13th-20th
the Society's constituency observe a
week of self-denial for missions.

Knowledge is Power.

The following is & communication on
& most important subject :

As the magnitude of the undertaking
becomes evident to me, I am convinced
that unless the Church, or a large pro-
portion of the Church, changes the
whole principle on which it is attempting
to preach the Gospel to the heathen
world, we will be bitterly disappointed
in our hopes for “ world evangelization
in this generation.’” The inadequacy
of the present forces is painful, is dis-
graceful ; and appearances now do not
warrant us, humanly speaking, in ex-
pecting a very great increase in the near
future (witness the deficits in our
Boards this past year, notwithstanding
the curtailment of the work on all sides),
Even the earnest members of the
Charch do not and cannot realize the
vastness of this work ; and probably the
lazge majority of volunteers are with.
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out the necessary data to enable them
to make their estimates mathematically
and authoritatively. General ideas will
not do. Is it not somewhat misleading
to say the whole world is ready for the
Gospel—the gates are all open? Com.
paratively so it is true ; but are there
not yet remaining large tracts in Africa
at whose doors we have not knocked ?
Do we know these to be any more open
than Thibet? Do we not know that in-
deed some of them are closed only too
effectually? In Central Asia, besides
Thibet, there are Nepaul, Bhotan, and
other small provinces that are making a
very bold front against the eutrance of
foreigners, To the East of us here
there are Annam, Cochin China, and
Cambodia, with over twenty million ;
Lere the gates are not only closed by a
heathen population, but the French flag
warns us to enter not. In China there
atill remain many walled Jerichoes, Be-
sides these there are small tribes here
and there who as yet are perfect savages,
and who seem none too friendly to out-
siders.

I would like to suabmit to you the fol-
lowing hist of questions, that after proper
revision could be forwarded to ome or
two representative men in each field.
The answers received could be collect-
ed, printed in one volume, and would
give us in a brief form an authoritative
basis for work :

1. Area of the fleld? Portion unex-
plored ?

2. Modes of travel? Expense? Spe-
cial difficulties ?

3. Number of months in the year
when travel is possible or advisable ?

4. Physical characteristics of coun-
try? Relief, climate, etc. ?

5. Natural resources for supply of
food, ete. ?

6. Population of the field ?

7. Ratio between city and country
population ?

8. Whether country population is
mainly village? Average size of village ?
9. Proportion of adult population ?
10.. Degree of average intelligence ?

11, Number yet unreached at all?

EDITORIAL NOTES8 ON CURRENT TOPICS,

881

Number without any intelligent idea of
Gospel ?

12, Proportion of population women ?
Social condition ?

13. Present and past attitude of peo-
ple?

14. Present and past attitude of gov-
ernment ?

15, Past success in schools—boys’
and girls'?

16. Past success in itinerant work ?
Country work ?

17. Past success in local church work ?
City work ?

18. Language (a) Difficult? Average
time to learn sufficiently to preach Gos-
pel simply ? (b) How much of the Bible
printed ? (c) How much of the Bible
translated ? (d) What Gospel literature
besides ? (¢) Number of languages used ?

(Answer the above questions, a, b, ¢, d,
and e in regard to each one, and give
other particulars.)

19. Prevailing religion or religions?
The power they have over the people ?
Are the people students of their own
religion ?

20. Present number of missionaries ?
Denominations ?  Stations ?

21. Average length of missionary term
of service ? Rules for preserving health ?

22, When was missionary work first
begun? By what church ?

23. Number of efficient native work-
ers? Success of native preachers ?

24, Value of medical missionaries in
evangelizing ?

These questions to be answered clear-
ly, as concisely a8 possible, and as
quickly as possible. The writer adding
his opicion as to the practicability of
the evangelization of his fleld during
the present generation and the number
of missionaries necessary to be sent out
during the coming ten years in order to
accomplish that end.

I am very certain that if each one of
our volunteers possessed the informa-
tion thus asked for it would avoid a
danger which I am afraid is only too
real, relying on general rather than spe-
cific knowledge.

Let us have strong faith in Him who
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is able to grant us this request, and de-
pend more and more on the power of
the Holy Ghost. Let us tighten our
girdles, take a firmer grasp of our
swords, look well to our armor, esti-
mate well the forces against us, and go
forward, knowing well our Captain
never leads but to victory.
Laxawn, Laos, W. A. Bricas,

A New Qall from the Telugus,

Dr. Clough’s mission to raise $50,000
for enlarging the Telugu work and se-
ouring twenty-five men for its re-enforce-
ment has been completed ; the money
has been pledged, and the men are near-
ly all in view. Dr. Clough, having this
accomplished his object, was beginning
to plan for a return to his work in On-
gole, when a petition was received at
the rooms, signed by the leading men of
Ongole, praying that the Union would
raise the Ongole high school to a second
grade oollego. We have now not far from
65,000 Christians, and a population
under Christian influence of at least
200,000 more, who reasonably look to us
for the means of an advanced eduoa-
tion. There is now no oollegiate school
for Baptists in all India, and the need
of such an institution has been pressed
home on the missionaries and the peo-
ple. The Executive Committee has
therefore resolved to avail itself of the
present opportunity for creating such
aun institution. For the attainment of
this end the committee has resolved to
grant the request of the people of On-
gole, and to provide for the growing
need of our people in India. They have
therefore asked Dr. Clough to remain in
the country for the purpose of raising
$50,000 as a partial endowment for the
oollegiate school to be established. He
has consented to stay and raise the
money, which will be included in the
contennial fund of $1,000,000 for the
general enlargement and improvement
of the missions of the Union.

J. N. Murpock,
Hexney C. Masre,
Corresponding Secrelaries.
December 30, 1891,

Drift Ohildren’s Mission,

It tell to the editor to make an address
at the anniversary mentioned below,
just before the new year came in, and
seldom has my mind been so impressed
with the grandeur of a simple and self-
sacrificing work for God's destitute
ones. I felt proud of my fellow-Ameri-
can,

The first anniversary of the Drift Chil-
dren’s Mission, after a sumptuous tea
provided for about six hundred children,
was presided over by Dr. Barnardo, who
was supported by numerous friends of
the poor children of East London. The
addresses were interspersed by pieces
sung by the children, and selections by
the brass band of Dr, Barnardo’s homes.

Mr. C. L. Boyer, the originator of the
mission, told how the work was started
in a very modest way, and how the
blessing of God had attended his efforts.
His main object was to bring the chil-
dren who seldom receive religious teach-

ing in any form under a regular course °

of spiritual instruction. To do this he
was compelled to win the confidence
and love of the children, whose welfare
he had at heart. And by various sim-
ple methods he has gained an entrance
into many a home, and through the
boys and girls has reached the hearts of
many indifferent parents. Gospel meet-
ings have been organized, and Mr.
Boyer reported that where the special
week-night services had been in vogue
the Sunday-schools had invariably bene-
fited thereby. Since the commence-
ment of the work (some two years be-
fore the Mission was amalgamated with
the Ragged-School Union), the meet-
ings had been attended by 86,406 chil-
dren ; 173 had spent a fortnight at the
seaside ; 14,456 had been taken by train
for a day in Epping Forest ; and 83,975
visits had been made to the homes of
the children.

A farewell address was presented to
the Rev. 8. Mateer, F.L.8,, the well-
known missionary, by the Christians
and agents of the Trevandrnm District,
L. M. 8., in Febrnary, 1891, when he
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BY REV. ¥, ¥ ELLINWOOD, D.D.

Siam¢ An Historic Sketch.

Less is known of Siam than of most
Asiatic countries. A general idea of its
history, the character of its people, and
the peculiar development of its religious
systems will help us to judge of its mis.
sionary outlook. The kingdom com-
prises forty - five provinces, but its
boundaries have constantly changed in
the past centuries as its wars with Bur.
mah, Pegu, Laos, Cochin, and Cam-
bodia have been successful or other-
wise. Like India, Siawm is inhabited by
a variety of races—Shans, Laos, Ma.
layans, etc. Its full name, according to
the Siamese books, may be rendered
into English as ‘‘ The Circle of the
Visitation of the Gods’—a name ex-
pressing the same serene national satis-
faction as ‘‘ the Celestial Empire’’ of
the Chinese. A mythical history of the
country is traced back to about the
year 243 B.c., when a wild tribe, said
to have descended from some Brah-
manical recluses, founded a city, and
began to cultivate the arts of ociviliza-
tion.

That the influence of India and her
mythology had reached Siam at an early
day is seen in the legend that a certain
paralytic received a visit from Indra,
who restored him to perfect health and
made him King of Cambodia. One of
his descendants became the wife of a
noted hero, who, migrating westward on
account of famine, founded the great
city of Ayuthia, on the Menam. This
event, which occurred in 1350 A.»., was
the starting-point of real Siamese his-
tory. Buddhism had been introduced
among the tribes of Burmah, Siam, and
Cambodia seven or eight centuries
earlier, but its influence was weakened
and compromised by Hindu corruptions
and by the ineradicable superstitions
of spirit worship. There was also from
an early period a strong Chinese influ.
ence growing out of commercial and

tributary relations which Siam held to
the Chinese Emperor, and continues to
hold to the present day.

The early Siamese annals, and even
the modern history of the country,
afford a strange comment upon the as-
sumption so often presented that Bud-
dhism, wherever it has become domi-
nant, has rendered nations mild and
pacific. Its apologists have never
wearied of contrasting the history of
Oriental lands with that of ‘‘ ensan-
guined’’ Christian Europe. ‘‘ And the
wars of Europe,” it is said, ‘‘ have large-
ly been fought in the name of religion.”
Much is to be confessed on that score
indeed ; but the peninsula known as
“ Farther India” has also becn fought
over for centuries by Burmans, Peguans,
Siamess, Laos, and Cambodians, and
often for the interests of the Buddhist
faith, Wars have more than once been
waged for the possession of a white ele-
phant —that animal being supposed to
be an incarnation of a future Buddha,
and therefore a® guarantee of national
prosperity.

In 1350 A.p. Siam made war upon
Cambodia, and thousands of captives
were taken, In 1382 the capital of the
Laos country was invaded and many
captives were borne into slavery. Three
years later another attack was made on
the populous capital of Cambodia, and
only five thousand of the inhabitants
were left. In 1401 Ayuthia itself was
captured, and its ruler deposed by a
family of princes who fought for the
throne. The Laos capital was again in-
vaded in 1430, and Cambodia again in
1532, Ten years later, the King of Pegn,
besieged Ayuthia. In 1544 the allied
armies of Burmah and Pegu attacked
the Siamese capital for the possession
of a white elephant which had excited
national envy, Three years later the
Siamese King, having become possessed
of seven white elephants, was again at-
tacked by the King of Pegu with ninety

e
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thousand men. We omit many other
religious wars, and only add one more
—viz., the invasion of the Laos country
in 1782, partly, it would seem, to secure
the ocoveted ‘‘ Emerald Buddha,” an
image cut from a single stone a foot
and & half in length. Sir John Bow-
ring informs us that ‘* the usual custom
in these wars was to lay waste the coun-
try, plunder the inhabitants, and bring
innumerable captives to the slave mar-
kets of the Siamese capital.” In 1766
the Burmans destroyed Aynthia and
brought the whole country into subjec-
tion. But Phoja Tuk, the son of a
Chinaman by a Siamese mother, recov-
ered the lost power and founded the
city of Bangkok, which is still the capi-
tal. This able ruler, after fully restor-
ing the dominion of Siam, became in-
sane, was imprisoned, and finally mur-
dered by his prime minister, who
usurped the power in 1782 and founded
the present dynasty. The present royal
family has a trace of Chinese blood
from a female ancestor four generations
back,

THE ESTABLISHMENT OF MISSIONS.

The history of Christian missions in
Siam begins with the missionary tour of
Francis Xavier through various coun-
tries of the East ; but the first attempt
at a permanent establishment was made
by De la Mothe Lawmbert, Bishop of
Beirut, who, with & small band of fol-
lowers, travelled from Rome overland,
through Syria, Persia, and India, and
arrived at the old capital of Siam in
1662. As he was a Frenchman, somo
difficulties were raised by Portuguese
residents who were jealous for the in-
fluence of their country, and especially
as Pope Sixtus, nearly a hundred years
before, had placed Siam and Cochin
China under the jurisdiction of Porta-
gal. In 1668 a revolution occurred in
Siam which retarded all missionary
operations by leading the Government
to suspect, as it afterward had abundant
reason to do, that the Roman Catholic
migsions were more or less connected
with schemes of occupation by foreign
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Powers  About the same time the mis-
sionaries, under the Bishop of Beirut,
were disgusted by a connter-movement
of MoLammedan missionaries from
Achen and Golconda, which had long
before been brought under the sway of
Islam. But in 1673 a still greater and
more magnificent demonstration was
made ander the auspices of no less a
personage than Louis XIV, of France,
The Bishop of Heliopolis was sent to
Siam in great state with letters from the
great Louis and from Pope Clement IX,
to the Siamese King. Both epistles are
full of flattery, and that of Louis ex.
presses & more fervent piety than Car-
lyle and others have seemed inclined to
accord to the dissolute French monarch,
The missionalies were well received,
and in 1680 the King of Siam sent am-
bassadors to France by way of the Cape
of Good Hope ; but these appear to have
been lost at sea, as they were never
heard from after their embarkation.
For a time the bishop and his associates
met with distinguished success. Two
Siamese families were baptized, and the
king was to a large degree brought
under the influence of the missionaries.
But the bishop made a fatal mistake in
urging the appointment of & French-
man—Constantine Phanloon—as prime
minister,

The king is supposed to have granted
this and other concessions in the hope
of strengthening himself by French in-
fluence against the encroachments of
the Dutch in Malacca, but he little knew
how insidious Jesuit influence in its
political schemes may become. He was
led to offer the town of Singor for a
small French garrison. But he was dis-
mayed when a French regiment made
its appearance and demanded two forts
in the city of Bangkok. Soon after, the
French, having inflicted punishment
upon two Malayan nobles, the Malays
arose in rebellion, and were fired upon
by the French troops under Phaulcon's
orders. A spirit of rebellion was now
spread throughout the entire kingdom,
and it became evident that the French,
with their soldiers and their missiona-
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ries, would be driven out of Siam at
any cost,

More than this, the affair proved fatal
to the king and his dynusty. Upon his
becoming ill, one of his high ofticials
was elected by a secret council as his
successor, Phaulcon, the French min-
ister, having vainly tried to escape, was
imprisoned and put to death. The
French soldiers in the garrison capitu-
lated, and were escorted to Pondicherry,
the missionaries and the bishop being
held as hostages for the safety of the
Siamese who conducted them. The
cause of Catholic missions in Siam lan.-
guished from that time till 1830, when
Pallegoix, Bishop of Mallos, was ap-
pointed apostolic to Siam. His hope of
safety depended, not upon France, but
upon the English, who had obtained
possessions at Penang.

It would seem that the Jesuits have
uniformly proved incapable of learn-
ing wisdom from the miscarriage of
their repeated schemes for the pos-
session of political control. The idea
of temporal power in the hands of
the Pope, and of an alliance of the
Kingdom of Christ with earthly scep-
tres, has demoralized the Papacy from
the crown of its head to the soles of its
feet. Two centuries ago the Roman
Catholic Church had begun missions in
soveral lands under most favorable
suspices. It had gained a stronghold
in the Congo States of West Africa. It
had won such favorable recognition in
India that the great Akbar is said to
have married a Christian wife, It had
gained a mosrt auspicious footing in
Japan, and had multiplied its converts
by tens of thousands, when the capture
of a Portuguese vessel by the Dutch re-
vealed a Jesnit scheme for placing Japan
under the Catholic King of Portugal.

In China, also, great successes had
been won, and there was every reason
to believe that the Jesuits, with clean
hands and .trathful hearts, might hope
for continued and extensive Christian
conquests ; but there also intrigue and
. Ilust for power overwhelmed their mis-
sion,
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The same history has been repeated
at a much more recent date in Korea ;
and, as we have seen above, Siam must
be added to the list. Everywhere there
seems to have been a singular devotion
on the part of very many of the mis-
sionaries ; it is fair to say that upon an
average Roman Catholic missions have
involved greater self-denial than is
known to those of the Protestant
churches,

Buat in spite of burning zeal, ear-
nest toil, and even a martyr spirit,
everything has been vitiated by the
false ethics and the fatal plottings of
Jesuitism. Intrigue has accompanied
devotion ; persecution has been the
swift result of intrigue ; overwhelming
disaster, and even massacre has over-
taken tens of thousands of native con-
verts ; missionaries have been put to
death or driven away, and their mis-
sions have become a desolation, Chris-
tian missions can never gain the fair
opportunities that have thus been lost
—lost to Catholics and Protestants
alike, All the great mission fields have
been burned over, 8o to speak, by Jesuit-
ism. Of two chief obstacles which are
now encountered by Christian missions,
it is difficult to say which is the worse—
the distrust created by the intrigues of
the early Catholic missionaries, or the
disgust produnced by the over-reaching
and injustice of European diplomacy,
the corrupting influence of certain
branches of commerce—opium, whis-
key, gunpowder, and vile books, to-
gether with the vices and crimes of
tradesmen, miners, soldiers, and adven-
turers who represent Christian coun-
tries. With these twofold obstacles to
contend with, it is marvellous that the
modern missionary movement should
gain any conquests at all. The fact of
its success is evidence that it is Divine,

In 1857 the Roman Catholics claimed
over seven thousand converts.

Of Protestant missions the first men-
tion is found in the letters of Gutzlaff,
who visited Siam in the year 1832, His
representations were regarded by Mr.
Abeel, who went to Bangkok a year
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later, a8 optimistic, and the subsequent
history has borne out his opinion,

A mission was established by the
American Baptist Missionary Union in
1832 ; but their work has been carried
on mainly among the Chinese residents,
who constitute an important element,
The American Board established a mis-
sion soon after, but mainly with the
view to gaining, through the Chinese
residents, ultimate access to China ;
and after the opening of the Chinese
ports, the Congregational missions were
abandoned. The mission of the Pres-
hyterian Board was begun in 1840 ; but
the missionary, Rev. Mr. Buel, having
soon died, the field was abandoned till
1847. As late a8 1857 only two or three
converts were reported. Both the late
king, who came to the throne in 1851,
and his son, the present king; have been
friendly to the missionaries and their
work, and in recent years a very grati-
fying degree of success has been at-
tained both in Siam and Laos,

RELIGIONS OF THE COUNTRY,

The religions developments in Siam
have been greatly diversified. The orig-
inal faith of the people was spirit-wor-
ship ; and this has there, as elsewhere
in the East, taken a great variety of
forms, Very extensively evil spirits are
supposed to be incarnate in serpents
and uncanny brutes. They also take
possession of men and women who are
supposed to bewitch and torment the
sick, or cut off the crops, or create pesti-
lence. The world becomes a haunted
world ; everywhere the presence and
influence of evil spirits are suspected,
and a host of devil priesta or jugglers,
scarcely less troublesome than the devils
themselves, are employed to appcase,
or cajole, or circumvent the unseen foes
who afflict the people.

In the general prevalence of these
superstitions Sinm, Burmah, and Cey-
lon are much alike. There is no greater
error than to suppose that Buddhism is
the chief and every.day religion of the
masses in these countries. It is, in-
deed, the faith of the monastic orders,

A}
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and ostensibly of all the more intelli-
gent class (though these also, in an
emergency, resort to the devil priests ;
and even the Buddhist ascetics do the
same) ; but the common people are
spirit-worshippers under various visible
forms of idolatry or fetishism.

Buddhism was introduced into Siam
about the seventh century of our era,
or a thousand years after the death of
Gautama, Transplanted from Ceylon
by way of Burmah, it had undergone
transformations, but not to so great a
degree as the types of the same system
which had been developed in Northern
India, Nepaul, Cashmere, and Thibet.
There the base admixtures of Siva-wor-
sbhip, known as Saktism or Tantrism
had so corrupted the early faith that it
had wholly lost its power in India
proper, and was soon after wholly up-
rooted and banished from the country.
But in Siam, Buddhism gained a pecul-
iar hold upon the Government at an
early day, and from that time to the
present each has yieided a degree of
support to the other, This relation
cannot be fully understood without a
moment's reference to the origin of the
peculiar superstition of the white ele-
phant, This animal has more than an
emblematic significance like that of the
lion on the shield of Britain, or the
eagle of America. It is, in effect, the
gnardian divinity of Siam,

To trace the myth to its beginning,
when Gantama died, he left his disci-
ples to understand that he had become
extinct in Nirvana, They had uncon-
sciously come to worship him as the
source of all wisdom and help. Now
they were disconsolate, But he had
told them that another Buddha would
appear after a period of four thousand
years, and that he was even then living
in one of the four heavens. Meanwhile
legends of Gautama’s pre-existent states
bad been mnultiplied. It was alleged
that he had passed through five hundred
and thirty transmigrations, in the last
of which he had appeared in a dream to
Queen Maya, before Gautama's birth,
in the form of a white elephant, Was it
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not likely, thercfore, that the coming
Buddha also might be incarnate in a
white elephant? In the absence of the
dead Buddha, his prospective successor
began to be worshipped in Ceylon under
the name of Maitreyeh, And this idea
of Bodisats, or coming Buddhas, became
greatly developed in the northern types
of the system, so that by the seventh
century A.p, there was in Nepanl and
Thibet a trinity of Bodisats. One of
these is supposed to be incarnate in the
Grand Llama of Thibet, and also in the
goddess Quanyin, of China; and an-
other in the Celestial Buddha, known
in Japan as Amitabu.

But Siam was more fortunate. In the
depths of her forests a veritable white
elephant was found—an unmistakable
incarnation of the Buddha to come.
At various times more than one were cap-
tured, and of course the country which
enjoyed so distinguished a guest deemed
itself prosperous beforeall lands. That
this was no mere matter of sentiment is
sufficiently proven by the fact stated
above, that neighboring Buddhist na.
tions engaged in long and bloody wars
for the possession of these real divini-
ties.

When one of these sacred beasts is
found in the forests, the king and his
court proceed to meet and escort him to
the capital, shaded by silken canopies
and umbrellas. There a costly abode is
prepared within the paluce grounds.
High officials are appointed to attend
to his every want, and they must al.
ways enter his presence with tokens of
reverence.

In a letter of welcome, written by the
late king to Sir John Bowring, British
Plenipotentiary, March 18th, 1855, this
postscript is added :

* P.S.—I have just returned from the
old city Ayuthia, of Siam, fifteen days
ago, with the beuutiful she elephant,
which your excellency will witness here
on your excellency’s arrival.

8. P. P. McMouckur ( The King.)"

‘Whether the Buddhism of Siam is an
idolutrous system each reader must
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judge from the above statements, and
also from the kind of reverence paid to
the Emerald or Jasper Imags of Buddha
mentioned above, which has more than
once been the apparent occasion of
bloody wars. In a written account of
this image, given by the late king to Sir
John Bowring, he says : ‘ His majesty
reverences and worships this jasper
image the same as if Budh Gotam
(Gautama Buddha) were yet alive,”’

The Present Outlook.

Twenty years ago a Laos king sorely
persecuted the native churches in his
dominions, and martys' blood was shed ;
but since that time entire freedom of
worship has everywhere been granted,
and the only limit to the prosecution of
successful missionary work is the lack
of laborers and of means. It must not
be supposed that tne present king and
his court are aisposed to change their
religion, or that they have any great
apprehension that their country will be-
come other than Buddhist. The king,
in an autograph letter, thanked Sir Ed-
win Arnold for ‘‘ The Light of Asia,’”
as a grand defence of Buddhism ; and
yet it is not likely that the enlightened
sovereign accepts all the nonsense which
that poem contains. The late king, his
father, left memoranda which gave a
history of Gautama far enough from the
absurd legends which Mr. Arnold clothes
with so much fascination.

The present ruler has shown the mani-
fest effects of modern enlightenment in
certain edicts which he has issued
aguinst the low and enthralling super-
stitions of his people, and also by his
liberal treatment of missionaries. He
has placed one missionary at the head
of his royal university, and another has
been called to assume direction of the
Government hospitals,

On the other hand, it is quite possi-
ble that the Government of Siam may
find, erelong, that Western civilization 18
not an unmixed good. Already a godless
and unscrupulous commerce is bringing
evil intluences. It is said that such
is the influx of corrupt literature in
cheap form, especially translations of
low French novels, that fathers are be-
ginning to prevent their daughters from
learning to read, as the only means of
safety, The battle in Siam is not yet
won.
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It has proved singularly, fearfully fatal
to the missionaries. Now that they
have learned how best to adapt them-
selves to it, it is less so. At the same
time, however, another difficulty has
arisen. The natives cannot understand
why foreigners cannot Jive as they do ;
and so it often comes to pass that in
proportion as the missionary takes care
of his health he loses influence in his
field, on tho ground that he is too lux-
urious.

That, therefore, the wonderful prog-
ress of the past twenty years has been
made in spite of all these obstacles is
in itself most encouraging. The simple
fact that the Bible has already been
translated into sixty-six of the lan-
guages and dialects of Africa is a stu-
pendous achievement. Great expecta-
tions, too, may be cherished with refer-
ence to the missionary influence of the
colored people of the United States.
In number 7,000,000, what might they
not accomplish for their brethren over
the sea if only they themselves were
baptized with the missionary spirit?
Can we doubt that it is God's purpose
to make them missionaries? Have we,
then, any duty more pressing than to
give them the churches and schools
necessary for their religious and moral
training? Most encouraging, bowever,
are the effects of the Gospel on the
character of the Africans, who seemed
to have no character. The Pentecostal
blessing has been repeated on the Con.-
go. In places not a few the people,
thieves before, have become honest,
Liars before, they have become truthful,
Indolent, they have become industri-
ous, Their idols they have burned ;
Christ they have enthrpned Lord of all,
The Christians in the neighboring isl-
and of Madagascar have remained true
in spite of persecution unsurpassed for
cruelty in any age. If the Waldenses
are rightly called the Martyr Church,
the believers of Madagascar are fully as
worthy of the honorable title. Can we
explain this save on the ground that the
Spirit of Christ sustained them? Can
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we account for such apostolic lives as
Moffat's, as Livingstone’s, as Black's,
as Bushnell's, as Harrington’s, as Mac-
kay’s, a8 Crowther's, as those of many
other missionaries that may not now be
mentioned, unless the same Christ who
lived in Paul by the Spirit lived also in
them ? ‘Can we doubt that the land in
which the Saviour Himself is thus di-
recting and sustaining the work of evan-
gelization will soon stretch out her
hands unto God ? 1s she not even now
beginning to do so? Can we, then, re.
sist the short and emphatic appeal ad.-
dressed by David Livingstone from the
centre of Africa to the Protestant
churches of the world, ‘* Come on,
brethren!”  Friendship for Christ,
mere loyalty to Him, compels us to do
80. Not to be interested in the evan-
gelization of Africa is not to be inter.
ested in what is conspicuously the work
of our Friend, who redeemed us with
His own precious blood,

—A testimony to the value of mis-
sions is given by Jesse Seligman, the
Jewish banker, who is now travelling
on the Nile. He says: “I am glad
to inform you that the American mis.
sionaries all along the Nile are doing
splendid work, You can scarcely enter
a single town or village without finding
one of these nicely constructed school-
houses where these Arabs are taught,
and it would astonish you to hear with
what pride they say they were taught at
the American mission school,”

—The statistics of the Presbyterian
missions in Siam and Laos, as recently
reported, are as follows : Ordained mis.
sionaries, 14 ; medical missionaries, 4 ;
single lady missionaries, 9 ; Dative
preachers, teachers, etc., 54 ; number
of churches, 13 ; communicants, 1113 s
number added last year, 239 ; boys in
boarding schools, 208 ; girls in board-
ing-schools, 146 ; day-school pupils,
320.— Dr. Ellinwood,
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work, and you have no further responsibility excepting to bear the work on
your hearts before the Lord, and no dividends exceptihg such as the Lord
gives.”’

[The editor would add to this statement of the noble work at the
Diamond Mines, that he would be glad to have any of his readers take
shares in the Lord’s stock. A ‘‘ Lover of Missions’ has already sent five
dollars, which has been forwarded. Will not the readers of the Review
make up the needed 350 7 Send to Mrs. H. B. Allen, Meriden, Conn.]

A PROTEST AGAINST NEEDLESS EXPOSURE IN MISSION
WORK.

BY W. R. LEE, M.D.

In the New York Observer of February 18th, 1892 (sixth column,
page 54), the following appears :

‘“ News has lcen received of the death of Rev. W, D. Dalrymple, a
Presbyterian missionary, at Rampur Beauleah, in Bengal, from leprosy, con-
tracted about two years ago while attending upon the lepers. Rev. W. D,
Dalrymple had devoted himself to the service of the wretched sufferers,
and he had only been six months in their midst before signs of the disease
made themselves evident in his own frame. Surely this is a noble mar-
tyrdom.”

Ever since Father Damien made himself so famous, a few years ago, by
exposing himself to leprosy and becoming thereby a leper, the popular
mind has been running riot on this martyrdom, so called. It is high time
a halt was called by some one, and this dangerous and foolish error looked
squarely in the face. Looked at through profcssional eyes, the report bears
some marks of not being well authenticated ; but whether true or not, it
has served the purpose of bringing to the surface the expression of a dan-
gerous sentiment, and it is this sentiment I desire to attack.

While the best authorities on leprosy disagree on the subject of how
close a contact is necessary to transmit leprosy from an infected person to
a clean one, yet they are at one in saying that the contact must be close
and long continued (such as eating, slecping, and living in the same
rooms), or by direct inoculation (as a fresh wound coming in contact with
a leprous ulcer).

This is certainly borne out by the experience of every one who has had
an opportunity of studying the disease from a scientific standpoint.

Further, it is a noticeable fact that in hospitals sustained for the ex-
clusive use of lepers, those who come in daily contact with the disease year
after year (I refer to physicians and nurses) do not become lepers.

Under peculiar circumstances, it may occasionally become necessary for
a medical missionary to put himself into dangerously close relationship with
a leper ; yet even then, if he be worthy the name of a nineteenth century
physician, he possesses sufficient knowledge to protect himself from con-

tagion.
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Under no circumstances that I can think of is it ever the duty of a
(medical) layman missionary to come into such close contact with lepers as
to make it possible for him to become infected.

While a missionary of the Presbyterian Board at Petchaburi, Siam, and
later, as a medical officer of the Siamese Government, I saw and treated
many lepers. I also saw, at the same places and time, missionaries (not
physicians) preach the Gospel to these lepers ; but I never saw the least
occasion for dangerous exposure by ecither myseclf or them. The life of a
missionary, particularly if he has been on the field Jong enough to have
learned the native language, is too valuable a thing to be exposed to need-
less dangers ; and it is enthusiasm ‘‘ badly run to sced’” for such a person
to expose himself on the threadbare plea that lepers are neglected.

With reasonable care for his health, a missionary may last years and
preach the Gospel to thousands of heathen whose souls are of equal value
with a leper’s soul ; while by needless exposure he will, probably, not last
longer than four or five, the later part of which will be uscless to the cause
of missions because of the worker’s (physical) inability to do his work.
Wherever it becomes necessary for a missionary, or any other person, to
expose life for the safety of others, let us give bravery its just reward ; but
that state of things very rarely occurs to a medical missionary in working
among lepers, and never to a missionary who is not a physician,

Preach the Gospel to them, my brother, but keep your place, which is
far cnough away from them that you are in no danger of contagion, If
you do not know how many feet that is, ask the medical missionaries of
your station.

[Rev. George A. Huntley, of the China Inland Mission, at Chien-ku-
hsien, China, also writes very earnestly on the subject of proper precau-
tions being taken by missionaries against small-pox. We publish copious
extracts.—Ebp. ]

All interested in missions in China must have been saddened by the
great mortality among missionarics through that awful disease small-pox.
Through it many of our youngest, strongest, and most promising missiona-
ries have been removed from the ranks during the last two years ; and
what makes the matter more sad is the fact that the simple precaution of
vaccination or revaccination beforo embarking had been neglected in the
majority of instances,

I will give particulars of a few cases out of the many ; and it will be
noticed that in eack case the sufferer had not been vaccinated successfully for
several years before contracting the discase ; while the nurses, who had
either been recently vaccinated or had already suffered from the same com.
plaint, did not in one single instance contract the disease.

Cuse 1. Patient kad not been vaccinated since childhood. Symptoms of
conflueut and black small-pox developed, and later, hemorrhage, proving
fatal on the cighth day. A medieal man and traincd nurse were in attend-
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labor ; fourth, a handful of rice from
every day’s meal.

—Steps were taken last fall for open-
ing & new Burman mission station at
Miubu on the Irrawaddy. It is the
residence of a commissioner and the
centre of political influence for the
southern sections of Burma, and is also
well statioued for access to a large Bur-
man population. At a school at Bassein
8 ‘‘ do without"” band has been organ-
ized, with 8 membership of 100, who
pledge themselves to do without some-
thing every month. In one month 36
rupees were realized and given to re-
ligious work,

—About forty years ago Dr. Bradley,
one of the earlier medical missionaries,
went to labor in Siam. ‘' Have you
come here with your little chisel of
Christianity to try and uproot our great
Buddha ?”* was sneeringly asked of him
soon after his arrival by a priest.

China.—An English Church mission-
ary in Ningpo says: ‘' Never have I
heard a missionary address a heathen
Chinese audience without the opium
question being brought up. Often and
often bave I been interrupted by the
sneer, * Who brings the opium?’ ‘Do
not mention that name again!’ in-
dignantly cried an old Chinese woman
—uan eager listener in the crowd—to the
preacher from whoee lips had just fallen
the blessed name of Christ. ‘Do not
mention that name again, I hate
Jesus ; I will not hear another word.
You foreigners bring opium in one
hand and Jesus in the other !’’’

—An important statement carrying
an equally important confession is made
by Commander F. M. Barber, of the
U. 8. Steamer Monocacy, the gunboat
maintained on the Yangtse - Kiang,
‘“ Fourteen years ago,”” he says, ‘1
thought that China was a country where
even the continued dripping of the
water of Christianity would never wear
away the stone of heathenism, but now
it is apparent to my unprejndiced mind
that the stone will ultimately be forced
bodily from its bed.”

GENERAL MISSIONARY INTELLIGENCE.

[July, 1892.

—An extraordinary turning from
idols on the part of the people of Kale-
van is reported by Dr. Mackay, frcm
Formosa. Nearly 500 idolaters cleared
their houses of idols in his presence,
and they also gave the missionary, as a
place of worship, a temple built for
idols,

Japan.—An orphan asylum is being
established in Tokio, Japan, by a Chris-
tian teacher, who devotes to it all his
own property. It is designed for girls
under six years of age, that they may be
trained for Christian service.

—A missionary writes : ¢ There are
many very poor people in Tottori, and
there is very little money among the
Christian people here. In Okayama the
girls pay 60 sen (a sen is 8 mills) per
month for tuition, while here they can
only afford 30 sen. The teachers here
receive only 8 yen, while in Okayama
they receive 12 yen a month. (One yen
is 75 cents.) The officers of the girls’
school came in the other day to see if
we could do anything to help them pay
off a debt of 67 yen. They had been
falling behind recently, and are much
troubled about it. One of the teach-
ers whose pay was 5 yen per month has
taken no pay for the past three months,
though he is poor and needs the money,
but says the school must live for the
sake of the Christian work here.”

New Guinea.— At a meeting of the na-
tive Christians held at Port Moresby re-
coently, the collection (which was for
missions) consisted of $37 in money,
320 spears, 65 shell armlets, 92 bows,
170 arrows, besides drums, shell neck-
laces, feathers, and other ornaments, all
of which have, of course, a8 marketuble
value as curios. This, as Canon Scott
Holland said, at the meeting of the Uni.
versities' Mission, in a similar case,
may well remind us of those three kings
who knelt to offer gold and frankincense
and myrrh ; for we believe and know
that these offerings of New Guinea are
e8°valuable in the eyes of God as those
rich gifts of the kings.
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the preceding year, The Christian
population has grown from 10,171 in
1890 to 10,830 in 1891, and the number
of villages containing Christians has
grown from 525 in 1890 to 550 in 1891,

—The Bishop of Madras is now in the
thirty-first year of his episcopate, This
is the longest record of any bishop in
India. It has been his happiness to see
the native Christians in his diocese in-
crease from about 40,000 to 107,000.

—The statistics of the Presbyterian
missions in Siam and Laos, as recently
reported, are as follows : Ordained mis-
sionaries, 14 ; medical missionaries, 4 ;
single lady missionaries, 9; native
preachers, teachers, etc., 54 ; number
of churches, 13 ; communicants, 1113 ;
number added last year, 239 ; boys in
boarding-schools, 208 ; girls in board-
ing-schools, 146 ; day-school pupils,
320.

Turkey.—The present limits of the
Trebizond field, extending some 250
miles along the coast of the Black Sea
and 60 miles into the interior, embrace
a territory equal to the three States of
Massachusetts, Connecticut, and Rhode
Island. Inthis field there are, in round
numbers, 750,000 souls, 600,000 being
Mohammedans, 120,000 Greeks, and
30,000 Armenians. The following table
shows the progress of the work since
the reorganization of the station in
1883 ¢

1882. | 1885. | 1888. | 1801.

170 | 285 | 585 867

28 29 84 181

100 810 B815| 685

Contributions, ... .. sg smm s'zgg' 31,3}2
ntribu
Scriptures sold for

each three years...| ..... (1,565 | 1,686 | 2,187

AFRICA.

—In 1890 there were reported by 42
missionary societies working in Africa,
781 male and 387 female missionaries,
and 101,212 communijcants. These mis-
sionaries are chiefly laboring in the
oountries bordering on the coast, while
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many millions in the interior have
never heard the story of the Gospel.

—The Soudan stretches across Afri-
ca from the Red Seatothe Atlantic, and
contains from 60,000,000 to 80,000,000
inhabitants. The name Soudan—that is,
‘ Blacks’*—is given by the light-skinned
inhabitants of the Sahara to the chain
of partly civilized kingdoms lying to the
sonth of the Great Desert. Their north
boundary may be very roughly indicat-
ed by aline joining Cape Verde to Khar-
toum, and the southern boundary may
be said to be about the eighth parallel
of north latitade. This gives a vast re-
gion, 3500 by 500 miles, inhabited most-
ly by negro nations, nearly all of them
calling themselves Moslem, and which
as yot has scarcely been touched with
the Gospel.

—The North Africa Mission has
opened work in Lower Egypt by send-
ing thither recently 5 missionaries, of
whom 2 are men. In this portion of
the land of the Nile is found a popula-
tion of 4,600,000, mostly Mohammedan,
and almost wholly without the Gospel.
There are about 40 towns with from
7000 to 40,000 inhabitants, and 500 with
from 2000 to 7000.

—There are 200 baptized Christians
in Uganda in connection with the
Church Missionary Society, and about
2000 adherents under instruction. The
Gospel of Matthew has been translated
into the native tongue. The arrival of
100 ocopies from England was attended
with the wildest joy.

ISLANDS OF THE SEA.

—Among the newer work of the Lon-
don BSociety is that in New Guinea,
There are mow 53 stations along the
southeast coast, a staff of 6 missionaries,
over 30 South Sea Island teachers, and .
some 20 New Guaineans. More than
2000 children are under instruction, and
there are between 400 and 500 church-
members. The whole New Testament
in the Motu dialect has also been put
through the press. Within the first
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* although few of them teach denominational tenets, may be taken as a rea-
son with tenfold force why Christian schools should be maintained in
heathen lands for the education of those who are accounted Christians and
for the possible conversion of those who are not.

Take that old familiar story of the father whose son had acquired the
habit of reading only trashy novels. The father sent the son to fill up a
new, clean basket with dirty refuse, and then told him to put in a lot of
nice clean apples. ‘‘ But the basket is full,’’ said the son; ‘‘ and even
if it were emptied, it is so dirty that it will spoil the apples.”” Nothing
but the grace and power of God can ever empty and cleanse at all a
neathen ‘‘ basket ;”’ but how much better if it had never been permitted
to become so foul ! A skilful gardener can do much to improve the ap-
pearance and the fruit-bearing qualities of an old tree ; but when he
wishes to secure a perfect tree he begins with a young one. A general
must fight with his enemy, no matter how well intrenched he may be when
he finds him ; but that general would be called a fool who, having a fair
chance to attack his enemy in the open, should deliberately wait for him to
become intrenched and to get his big guns in position before commencing
his attack. 'We must preach to those of full age when we can and where
we can ; but it is difficult almost to impossibility to get any number of
adults together where such an influence can be exerted over them as is
possible to the Christian school-teacher, who, while teaching the A, B, C’s,
and 1, 2, 3’s, can at the same time, better than at any other time, impart a
knowledge of the true God, of His Word, and of His Son, to minds not
already hardened in sin and full of Satan’s deceits.

But some may ask whether we cannot accomplish the same end with-
out the expense and work of maintaining schools. No, we cannot. The
children cannot be got together every day for Bible study alone, and if not
got into week-day schools, the children of heathen parents cannot be got,
to any great extent, to attend Sunday-schools ; and even if they could be
got to attend the latter, it is still impossible to do in one day all that might
be done in seven. The measure of success in this work will depend upon
the consecration of the missionary and the native helpers, and the ability
of each to combine religious truth with secular knowledge. Then, too,
to some the results are immediately apparent in the conversion of pupils,
while to others the results are not seen until years later, when some other
missionary or native preacher may reap a harvest from the soil prepared
by an equally faithful Christian whose gift of service lay only in school
teaching.

More than ten thousand portions of the Scriptures were sold during
the past year in Siam. Type in the Laos characters was cast in 1890, and
will soon be in use, The Siamo-Laos edition of Matthew is in use in the
interim,



