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in the country. Nothing but the work.
fag of the 8pirit of God could have
touched the people in sucha way, Peo-
ple came from all parts of the distriot,
bringing little baskets of rice with them
to last throe days, some a distance of
two days’ journey. On the first morn-
ing, at half-past six, we had a prayer-
meeting, at whioch two hundred were
present, and at nine o’clock we assem.
bled again, and after a Bible reading on
“ Sin’’ all united in making a solemn
confession to God. The chapel was
crowded, and the extreme stillness
showed that the thoughts ot the people
were working. We broke up after a
three hours’ service, and as the people
left the chapel scarcely a word was
spoken, In the afternoon we met again
at two o’clock, and continued until
nearly five. Next morning there was
another service at 6.30. At least three
bundred were present. At the close of
the subsequent meetings the people
were very reluctant to disperse, and in
the evening there was singing and pray-
er all over the village. All seemed to
be in some way concerned about the
¢* Great Salvation.”
got up to acknowledge the good they
had received at these meetings, and
likened the three days to the day of
Pentecost. After the meetings num-
bers came to us broken down uunder a
sense of 8in, and to ask what they must
do to be saved. During the whole time
I have been in Madagascar I have never
seen anything like this work,’ *

—The Preachers’ Union in Antanana-
rivo has, in addition to Sunday preach.
ing, formed itself into & sort of Halva.
tion Army of sixty men, for the purpose
of holding service on market days.
Three fourths of the London Mission-
ary Society's adherents throughont the
world belong to the Madagascar Mission.
Each missionary has tbe oversight of
from sixty to seventy conngregations.
The college has sent out two hundred
and thirty young men, and more than
one hundred and ten of theso are still
in large centres of population,

One after another -

EXTRACTS AND TRANSLATIONS. &

FArTHER INDIA AND THE ABCHIPELAGO.

—*‘‘ What benefits can come to the
people [of Siam] through the preaching
of the priests when it is given in a lan-
guage understood neither by the priests
nor by the people? The homilies ot
Buddha in the Bali language are simply
committed to memory by the priests and
recited. It would be sinful for them to
preach in any other language. Neither
have I discovered in the priests any evi-
dence of the missionary spirit or of care
for the good of their fellow-men. The
two words which characterize Christian-
ity and Buddhism are as unlike as light
and darkness. Christianity, love ; Bud-
dhism, selfishneas.

‘ For years I spent much time in pre-
senting the Gospel to the Buddhist
priests, and as I went from temple
urged the priests to take up & crusade
against the giant evils of Siam—gam-
bling, opium, and liquor—telling them
bow these evils were ruining the poor
people, body and soul,

‘ But invariably I received the heart-
less reply, ‘ Let them alone. Let it be
unto them according to their merit or
demerit.’ "—Rev. Evaexz P. Dunwar,
in Church at Home and Abroad.

—*“ Beyond doubt we think a great
deal about the East Indies, but it is not
always nor universally felt with any
vividness that the Christian Netherlands
have in the East Indies a lofty, serious,
and noble calling to fulfil, It cannot
have been the sole purpose of Divine
Providence to make the Netherlands rich
through India. It has unquestionably
also had in mind to make the Indies
hoppy through the Netherlands. Be-
yond doubt, on the whole, our domin-
ion has been a blessing for India. It
has gradually introduced there order
and quiet, peace and security, and here
and there has promoted prosperity ; but
is that enough? Would that satisfy
God's will? Have we no concern with
higher than material intercsts? Shall
we not suppose that these magnificent
lands have been entrusted to the Chris-
tian, the Drotestant Netherluunds, in

.
»
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pare for that universal enduement of the Spirit which marks the last great
epoch and era of human history.

Our limited space forbids, within these pages, to expand this great
thems as it ought to be ; but we venture to indicate two grand lines upon
which our cords must be lengthened and our stakes strengthened.

First there must be a more equal, adequate, proportionate distribution
of laborers. The field is the world, and it is not even nominally occupied
as yet. Its full occupation is the first condition of evangelization. This
disproportionate distribution of missionary laborers throughout the world
furnishes some of the most suggestive and instructive facts which we have
been able to gather and classify ; and these facts are vocal with both
remonstrance and appeal.

From the latest and best available reports—reports at best sadly defec-
tive and incomplete—the following approximate tables have been carefully
compiled. In 1889 there were reported 6589 foreign laborers, ordained
and lay, inclading women ; and 34,345 native evangelists, teachers, and
helpers ; a total of 40,934. More recently the Free Church of Scotland
Monthly and the Baptist Missionary Herald of Britain undertook to com-
pile missionary statistics ; and though carefully made, even these estimates
differ. But the number of missionary societies is reckoned by the former
aunthority at 280 ; of stations and out-stations at 11,388 ; of missionaries
of all grades from foreign lands at 7700 ; of native workers at 36,000 (4350
of whom are ordained) ; and the number of communicants at 800,000,
with 2,200,000 adherents.

The Herald computes missionaries at 7921 (of whom 4693 are males,
3328 females) ; native workers at 40,083 ; communicants at 726,883,

Dean Vahl, President of the Danish Missionary Society, an admitted
authority in statistics, estimates for 1890-91 : Missionary organizations,
264 ; contributions, £2,229,759, or about $11,150,000 ; 6557 missiona-
ries, with native force of 46,344 (of whom 3374 are native ministers) ;
885,116 communicants, representing a total of 3,540,464 native members
of Christiaa communities.

Now, in all the tables there are figures not supplied and blanks unfilled ;
nor are any reports yet at hand which embrace the year 1892. It will be
entirely safe to take from each of these three reporta the Aighest estimates
given, and even then we shall be rather below than above the mark, Thus
combining, we get the following round numbers as very safe guides :

Missionary organizations, 280 ; stations and out-stations, 11,400 ;
foreign laborers, 8000 (about two fifths of whom are women) ; native
workers, 47,000 (of whom nearly one tenth are ordained) ; making a total
working force of 55,000, with about 900,000 communicants and four
times as many adherents ; and a total contribution to missions of about
$12,000,000. Tbe most careful investigation satisfies the writer that
these figures are as near as may be ascertained to the actual facts, and
furnish & proper working basis.
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These laborers are distributed very nearly as follows :

. Foreign. Native. Total.
Indiaznd Ceylon,......ccovvvvvnnn.... 2,360 21,500 23,860
Africa, Madagascar, etc................ 1,530 12,500 14,030

China, etc.,—Mongolia. ...... ceesieeess 1,430 2,500 8,930
North America and Greenland........... 635 600 1,235
Jews—scattered.......ocvneennneeeann 440 40 480
B T PP 111 750 1,170
Australia, Polynesia, etc.. ... veeeeiese.. 270 3,200 3,470
South America, West Indies, ete......... 240 2,100 2,340
Burmah, etc.....co0iiiiiiieiniienn.. 140 900 1,040
Turkey, Greece, etc.ee o.eveveeveenns.. 130 800 930
Palestine, Syria, ete....c.vvvveennennn.. 55 500 575
Continent of Europe.........c0ieveennn. 70 830 900
Persia, etc....co0e viiiiiiiiienninann. 65 300 865
ABBAM, €1C..cecvcrenerercnaascanonns 40 400 440
Siam and Lao8....co0evieereneienanenn 35 45 80
Egypt, Arabia, etc.....cociiiiiinnnen. 35 35 70
Thibet.....coovevvinrnnnnennnn. 15 15
Scattered—various parts Papal Europe, etc. 70 cees 70

8,000 47,000 55,000

Of course these estimates are only an approach to the truth, and we
shall welcome any corrections or additions that we may as far as possible
ascertain, and record exact facts.

Baut, looking at these tables, with every possible allowance for incom-
pleteness and inaccuracy, it is very obvious that there is no real distribu-
tion at all, even of the actual available working force. While no field is
oversupplied, in most fields there is an appalling undersupply. The policy
of concentration rather than of diffusion has thus far been the practical
policy of missions, and this is directly contrary to the express command of
our Lord. India leads the way with more than one fourth of the foreign
laborers among a population of 280,000,000. This would give about one
missionary worker to every 110,000. Africa comes next, which, including
Egypt and Madagascar, has about one to 140,000. China comes next,
with about one to 270,000. Siam has about the same average supply ;
Japan one to about 100,000.

One very marked encouragement is suggested by these tables. The
Church of Christ sends out less than 8000 workers ; but on heathen soil
have been raised up, mostly in our own generation, a total force nearly
siz times as large, so that to-day six sevenths of the entire evangelizing
force in the foreign field is the self-sown crop of missions. Christ’s labor-
ers have scattered the seed of the kingdom ; and within this century be-
hold the results ! At this rate of multiplication, in another century these
lands will be able to care for their own evangelization ; and foreign mis-
sions may everywhere give place to home missions.

Our already extended paper allows but a word about the other grave
matter which demands attention—viz., sanctified liberality. For a body
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SOMETHING ABOUT THE PWOS.

BY REV. L. W. CRONKHITE, BASSEIN, BURMA.

And particularly about the Bassein Pwos. They used to be written
Pghos, but neither that nor Pwos is quite right, for no letters in our
alphabet will just fit the native term. They differ in dialect from all other
Karen tribes, and to some extent also from each other, as locality varies.
They are found mostly in Burma, though they are said to extend also into
the country on the Siamese border. A gentleman connected with the
English Forest Department in Burma—Burma is, of course, under the
sway of Queen Victoria—told me several years ago that he had followed
them for seven hundred miles down the interior of Tenasserim, the long
and narrow extension of Burma down toward Malacca. However this may
be, it is well ascertained that there is a large mass of Pwo Karens lying
in the interior, to the east and southeast of Moulmein, and it is painful to
be obliged to add that no work for Christ has as yet been done among
them. Father Brayton, our veteran worker among the Pwos for the last
fifty-five years, saw something of them many years ago. The old man
has long been calling for a family from America to go and take up life
among them, and I cannot write this without a prayer that the eye of their
future missionary may rest upon it.

Like other Karen tribes, the Pwos have becn wonderfully prepared for
the Gospel by their singular traditions handed down from their forefathers.
These said in substance, ‘‘ In olden times we had the Word of God, but
lost it in time of famine. Presently our younger brother, a white man, will
come in a ship from the West, and will bring it again.”” Often the writer
has heard the native Christian preachers appeal to this tradition as point.
ing to the American missionaries. Their traditions of the creation, Eden,
and the fall are mysteriously parallel with the Christian Scriptures, The
comparatively small numerical results which have been attained among
this people are chiefly due to the smallness of the mission force which has
been employed among them. In a lesser degree it is due also to the fact
that they, most of all the Karen tribes, have been attracted by the Bud-
dhism of the Burmese, and not a few Pwo villages have their Buddhist
monasteries, and support Burmans as their priests. The people as a whole
are, like other Karens, demon worshippers, or rather demon fearers. Prac-
tically one might sum it up thus : There is somewhere a God, but He is
good and will not hurt us, and therefore we need pay Ilim no attention ;
but the streams and the trees and the fields and the hills are full of malig-
nant spirits from whom our sorrows come, and them we must propitiate.
It is a great day when the head of a heathen household hands over to a
Christian preacher the common old junk bottle which he has used in his
propitiatory feasts, and which he holds eminently sacred. We have a
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hymn and an address and a prayer in view of the magnitude of the
occasion.

God seems to have put the work for the Pwos, as for most other Karen
tribes, chiefly into the hands of the American Baptists. We have now
two central Pwo stations, the one covering the Rangoon-Maubin field, and
the other the Bassein district. The first, in charge of Rev. Walter
Bushell, has seventeen churches with seven hundred and fifty members,
and the Bassein field twenty-nine churches with a membership of about
fifteen hundred.  Besides these there are several hundreds of Pwos con-
nected with the Karen missions at IHenthada, Moulmein, and Tavoy ; so
that there are probably in all some twenty-eight hundred Pwo brethren and
sisters in Christ, Of course these represent three or four times that num-
ber of adherents. The work in the Dassein district was begun in 1854 by
Brother H. L. Van Meter, who labored ardently until his death in 1871.
His faithful wife followed a year later. Rev. S. T. Goodell and later
Rev. J. T. Elwell were, with their wives, in charge of the ficld, and con-
tinued the laying of broad foundations of self-help among the disciples
gathered. DBoth these brethren have gone to their rest. The present
writer and wife succeeded to the work in 1884, Misses Higby, Tschirch,
and Black are also connected with this mission. The people for whom
this Bassein branch labors number perhaps fifty thousand. The entire
Bible has been translated into the Pwo language under the superintendence
of ‘“ Father” Brayton, now past eighty. The first meeting among the
Pwos that the writer was ever privileged to attend—in January, 1884—
was the praise meeting of all Clristian Pwodom, held at the neat village
of Thayagone, to celebrate the completion of this work. I remember old
pastor Mee Coo, the leading spirit of the Basscin association, pleading at
that meeting that every Pwo Christian possess himself of a copy. He
argued that, as neither husband nor wife wishes to wait for the cigar which
the other may happen to be smoking, much less should the couple reckon
a single Bible sufficient for their united use. He is a quaint old man with
little education, but built large, and all the time thinking.

Alas ! for that word keathen. Of course we cannot get on without it,
and it is true enough in some of the senses in which we use it 5 but when
it comes to mean on all occasions an untutored savage, sitting on the sea-
shore or in the darkness, with a gun in one hand, a spear in the other, a
sword in his belt and his whole being calling out for blood, it isn't true ;
and yet that really is not so far from the picture that that word heathen
calls up in the mind of Christ's average disciple at home. The deepest
conviction, except one, that my missionary life has wrought into me is
that all men are brothers, not simply in the judgment of charity, but as
per the facts of the case. People have been surprised when I have said
to them that I have worked among the Pwos for months at a time without
the thought ever crossing my mind that they are of a different race from
myself. Once in a while it flashes over me, Why, these pecople are
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Karens ! Now this is not because I carry a tomahawk and thirst for
blood, but because I really cannot see much difference between a Pwo
Christian in a jungle in Burma and a Christian at home. They dress
differently, of course, and their habits of thought differ in some marked
particulars, but for the most part they live in the same spiritual latitudes.

I have in mind two of the former pupils of our school, Myat San and
his gentle wife, Nahn Yeng. The former spent four years as a missionary
among the Karens of Northern Siam, in the vicinity of Lakon. To reach
the scene of this new work required a journey of a month on foot across
the mountains, and by boat along the streams. Myat San, after his four
years of work, returned to Bassein on furlough, and nearly three years
ago was married to Nahn Yeng, to whom he had been for several years
engaged. How well I remember this girl, her patient, never-varying
sweetness and earnestness of character, her searching of the Scriptures,
her constant watch-care over her younger brother and sister in school with
her, her natural refinement, and the swecet face which mirrored her heart
within |  After the wedding in our large school building, the young couple
set their faces toward Siam ; but not until rumors of war and the gathering
of dacoits or banditti along their route had reached them. Her husband
wished Nahn Yeng to remain behind rather than risk the dangers of the
journey, but she insisted on sharing them with him. They left us in
March, 1890. For nearly two years no tidings came from them, except
that she had been very ill with fever the early part of the way. Presently
came inquiries from the little flock in Siam as to why their missionaries
had not returned to them. At length it transpired that they, together
with three of the converts from Siam who accompanied them, had been
cruelly massacred by the Shan men whom they employed as guides. Four
men received, 1 believe, five dollars each for their bloody work, having
been hired by one who had some grudge against the Christians. The
Church’s martyr-roll was lengthened, and the two whom the mission had
spent years in training for their work were in an hour transferred to higher
service. The tender flock in their Siam home was left, and is still left,
without human care. Our Society is, I understand, waiting for an Ameri-
can family to go to this Karen work in Northern Siam.

Perhaps seven years ago there came to us two young men, strangers,
and evidently much stirred. They hastened to tell us that they had been
sent from a remote village in a densely heathen district. ~Some time
before, one of the villagers, while away from home, had come upon a copy
of the Burmese tract, ‘“ Who is Man’s Lord "’ written by the elder Has.
well. He had brought it home with him, it had been read in the village,
much interest had been stirred, and these two had been sent the Jong dis-
tance to Bassein, where, it was understood, a Christian missionary could
be found. They were to seek further instruction, and to make inquiries
about schools which, it was said, the Christian missionarics conduct for
the Pwo race. I can never forget their intense earnestness. The next
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term, Auung Poo, the younger of these two messengers, entered our Bassein
school. IHe has remained under training ever since, and I have never
seen any pupil of any nationality, American or otherwise, show more
Christian pertinacity in the pursuit of knowledge. He must have been
nineteen when he began. All this is to prepare himself for a life of pro-
claiming the gospel to his hecathen nation, and he is now an honored
student in the Karen Theological Seminary. When travelling with him a
few months ago, I was struck by the singular tact, as well as the eager
intensity, which characterized his preaching among the heathen whom we
visited. Tt is interesting to add that a church was organized in his village
not long after his conversion, and that the other messenger who accom-
panied him on that first visit to the city has ever since been a leader in all
good works.

It is pleasant to explain, by instances like these, why it is that the
Christian Pwos so win both our esteem aud our tender love. When one
thinks back over the numbers who have borne estrangement from kindred
for Christ's sake, he scarcely knows of which to speak. There rise in
mind an old couple who, much of the time for thirty-five years past, have
lived alone among scoffing heathen neighbors, and who all this time have
borne brave Christian testimony. It was my privilege three years ago to
witness the baptism of six of the family of one of our brethren who for
thirty years had stood alone for Christ. A long seed-sowing, but he had
his reward. Not all who are threatened with estrangement from friends
are so fortunate nor so shrewd as was one of this man’s relatives. His
wife with outrageous clamor had averred that the day of his baptism
would coincide with the day of their separation. Our quiet friend one
day suddenly disappeared. No one could say where. As the days passed
his wife began to find the house lonely. She began to make inquiries.
Then she began to be anxious. Presently she began to be broken-hearted.
She averred that if only her husband would come back, he might be bap-
tized or anything else, and welcome ; and thereupon, after two weeks of
voluntary exile, our friend reappeared as suddenly as he had disappeared.

The love of money is scarccly a root of evil among the Pwos, though
wasteful use of it somctimes is. They are very generous among them-
selves, and carry the same spirit very largely into their church relations.
None of the churches receive outside aid, nor do their village schools.
American funds are drafted upon for the salaries of the American mission-
aries among them, for rather less than half the cost of the work done by
native evangelists among the heathen villages, and for a part of the ex-
penses of the central schools, including plant. The Bassein plant is
now worth about twenty thousand dollars. The entire membership of the
twenty-nine churches give on an average a tenth of their incomes for Chris-
tian work. Noticing last year tliat the boys in the Bassein school were
not using their new foot-ball ground, though the game is one to which
they are devoted, I inquired the reason. After some hesitation the fact
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was elicited that they could not afford a new ball. Neverthelesa these
same boys were giving into my hands every month more than the price of
one. Ome Sunday last dry season, a young man who had just entered the
school as teacher, having been for some years a pupil there, brought an
offering amounting to twenty-five rupees, or about nine dollars. Some
months before he had decided with himself that if ever he came to have a
salary of his own, the first-fruits—that is, the pay of the first month—
should all go to the Master’s treasury. This nine dollars was the first
month’s salary. For years he has given heavily of his scanty means.
During the past seven years the pupils and teachers of the town school
have contributed twenty-two hundred rupees through their ‘¢ school sub-
scription,’’ in addition to about eight hundred rupees through other chan-
nels. At present three rupees about equal one dollar.  These contributions
have sufficed for eleven hundred feet of good fencing, two or three hundred
books for the reading-room, a large glass case for the incipient museum,
cost of painting the new school-room, a covered walk, and for many other
things. The missionaries in charge of the school have joined in these
contributions, but to no such degree as to make it other than a genuine
Karen enterprise. It should be remembered that the children’s parents
live in houses averaging from twelve to twenty dollars each in value, and
I may add that I once, at a loss to myself, purchased a native house for
forty cents. Families average probably a little over a hundred dollars
each annual income. There have been many touching instances of self-
denial practised by these children and by their Pwo teachers in making
these offerings. '

Baut, after all, in the end how truly such giving has its reward ! ¢‘ There
is that giveth and yet increaseth,”” Three foot-balls have been given to
the boys since the incident of last year, and I now cry, Hold, enough !
To Son Tay, who gave the first-fruits, God returned within a few months
several times his donation ; and the disciples at large rejoice, not only in
the increase of their churches and jungle schools, but also in the marvel-
lous way in which God has led them in providing increased facilities for
the work of their central school in Bassein. This has onc hundred and
forty pupils. Five substantial buildings have been added—a chapel and
schoolhouse combined, a home for the American ladies who teach in the
school, a large dormitory for the girls, one for the boys, and recently a
dining-hall—besides land, grading, fencing, furniture, and apparatus.
While speaking of this development of the school, one should not omit to
say that every year a large proportion of the older boys and girls, instead
of going home, spend the first two months of the vacation in preaching
and teaching in remote heathen or newly Christian villages. Most of our
churches come into being by such means. These pupils, when the hot
season has so far advanced that not even a native can work, return to their
homes for three or four weeks of vacation before the rainy season brings
the new term of the town school.
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In connection with this school I can only mention further its flourishing
Christian Endeavor Society, its very useful anti-betel-and-tobacco society,
and the stirring kindergarten departient in charge of Miss Black. The
Karens are fine singers when trained, and render diflicult sclections in
English with great sweetness and power.  All are taught musical notation.
The school having used for several years the Gospel Hymns Nos. 1-4, a
supply of Nos. 5 and 6 has just been sent them, largely through the kind-
ness of Mr. Sankey.

Finally, the heathen Pwos have shown for the past few years a marked
willingness, not to say eagerness, to listen to the Gospel and to possess
schools. To such an extent is this truc that the writer has not at all been
able to respond to the numerous calls from heathen villages for evangelis-
tic visits ; and it is not strange that under such circumstances it well-nigh
breaks one’s heart to be compelled to leave the field in impaired health.
‘When shall we have money enough and men enough to provide each field
with at least two reasonably congenial male missionaries, in addition to
the ladies to whom chiefly is committed our indispensable school work ?

THE END OF THE MORMON DELUSION

BY REV. D. L. LEONARD, OBERLIN, O.

Not, indeed, of the notorious Mormon creed and practice as a whole,
but only of its worst, at least most obnoxious feature, polygamy ; and
besides, the mortal sickness of theocratic rule, another feature utterly
un-American, and without which the amazing scheme of Joseph Smith
and Brigham Young could never have attained to such frightful propor-
tions or maintained itself ro long. No doubt Mormonism as a ‘‘ church”
will live on and on, clinging to not a few mongrel ideas and customs, but
no longer above the law of the land, by all possible means fighting Congress
and the courts, hoping, by hook or by crook, in the end to win. From
henceforth the Latter-day organization, relegated to an ¢‘ innocuous desue-
tude,” will take its place with various other odd and outlandish sects, very
likely the least Christian and most absurd of them all, but to be opposed
only with weapons intellectual and moral.

The course of events which justifies this optimistic statement extends
backward at least ten years, and found its culmination in the recent
amnesty proclamation issued by President Iarrison for the relief of all
offenders against the Edmunds law. That executive document may prop-
erly be regarded as the formal conclusion of the cause célébre of the United
States »s. the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints. Therefore, as
a matter of history, and in what may happily be regarded as an obitnary
notice, or brief funecral discourse, it cannot but be profitable to take note
of some of the most prominent steps attending the growth, and also the
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THE MONTHLY CONCERT OF MISSIONS.

[May

V.—THE MONTHLY CONCERT OF MISSIONS.
8iam and the Laos, Burma*—Buddhism.t

REcENT Mmsionary PRoGREsSS IN Siaw.

BY REV, CHALMERS MARTIN, PRINCE-
TON, X, J.

It is one of the admirable purposes
served by Tus MissioNary ReviEw or
THE WORLD that it tends to make the
interest of its readers in foreign mis-
sions a catholic interest ; to make real
and vivid what all profess—the belief
in a “ holy catholic church.’” As we fol-
low through the pages of the Review
the trials and triumphs of the noble
army of missionary workers we forget
to ask of any man or any company,
‘“Does he—do they—belong to my
church ? It is more and more becom-
ing evident in missions, and by means
of missions it is being made evident
with reference to the Church as a whole,
that if one member suffer, all the mem-
bers should and do suffer with it ; if
one member rejoice, all the members
may and ought to rejoice with it. It is
in the faith of this truth that in the
month of May the directors of the Re-
view ask its readers to turn their
thought not to one of the great fields,
occupied in common by the missiona.
ries of many churches in many lands,
but to a fleld in which a single church
is at work. That field is Siam, with its
ten or twelve millions of Buddhists and
spirit worshippers ; that church is the
American Presbyterian Church (North),
with its band of 45 missionary laborers,
In this department of the Review for
May, 1892, Dr. Ellinwood gave an ad-
mirable historical sketch of missions
in Siam ; to that article and to that on
Siam in the ‘‘Encyclopmdia of Mis-
sions” the present writer begs leave to
refer his readers for general information
as to the field, while he devotes this
article to some of the more recent events
in the history of missions in Siam, and

¢ See pp. 210 (March), 261, 303 (April), and 396
(present issuc).
t See p. 354 (present issuc),

particularly in the Laos provinces, For,
a8 is generally known, Siam is divided
politically into two portions—a South-
ern, which constitutes Siam proper, and
a Northern, made up of the tributary
Laos provinces; and correspondingly
the work of the Presbyterian Church is
carried on by means of two missions,
the Siam Mission and the North Laos
Mission. Students of missions will foel
no surprise to be told that the story of
missionary advancement in the past
foew years relates chiefly to the second
of these fields and the work of the sec-
ond of these missions. The causes
underlying missionary success are com-
plex and subtle ; they take in earth and
heaven. How often has it happened
that of two fields, contignous it may be,
at any rate, similar in the dificulties to
be overcome, occupied by bodies of
laborers nearly equal in number, and
exhibiting the same measure of ability
and devotion, one has been rejoicing
with the joy of harvest, while the other
forces its toilers to sow in tears, or, at
best, to wait in patience for the early
and the latter rain.

The Laos Mission is organized at
present in three stations : First, Chieng
Mai, the capital of the Laos provinoces,
occupied in 1867 ; here are stationed
four ordained missionaries and a mis-
sionary physician, with their wives and
four unmarried ladies. Here, too, is a
boarding-school for girls and one for
boys, a hospital and dispensary, and
the mission press. Second, Lakawn, 75
miles sontheast of Chieng Mai, occupied
in 1885; manned by three ordained
men, a physician, and four ladies ; here
are a hospital and dispensary, an indus-
trial school for boys, and a school for
girls. Third, Lampoon, 18 miles south
from Chieng Mai, occupied by one or-
dained missionary and his wife ; this
is the headquarters of the theological
training class, numbering about thirty
members. With this brief statement of
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the situation in mind, let us turn to
three or four matters of recent interest
in the work of the Laos Mission,

Rrst, the Successful Inauguration of
tha Mission Press.—While the spoken
tongues of Siam and the Laos provinces
are, respectively, not very different dia-
lects of the same speech, the written
characters by which they are visibly
expressed are wholly dissimilar. For
twenty-five years the missionaries among
the Laos have depended upon a litera-
ture somewhat different in its vocabu.
lary and idiom, and entirely different
in its written form from that with which
the people were familiar. This meant
that each new adherent must be in-
struoted in the use of a new alphabet.
The knowledge of reading and writing,
80 widely diffused by means of the tem-
ple achools, went for nothing so far as
Christian instraction was concerned. It
is testimony to the unwearied zeal of
the missionaries and the eagerness of
the native Christians for knowledge that
in spite of this disadvantage the Laos
Church may be said to be a Bible-read-
ing people. But this disadvantage is
now soon to be a thing of the past. In
1890, by the energy and skill of Rev.
8. C. Peoples, of Lakawn, then in this
oountry, a fout of beantiful type in the
Laos character was cast in Philadelphia,
Then the mission press, that for years
had been lying in the basement of a
missionary’s house in Chieng Mai, broke
its rusty silence, and now there lie beforo
me as I write the clean pages of the firat
Christian tract ever printed in the Laos
character.

‘“To all men,"” 80 it runs, ¢ greeting
of peace ! This book will tell how men
may go straight to the place of happi-
ness, For everywhere in this world
men are seeking happiness, and yet
they experience wretchedness and an
anxious heart.'’ And then follow twelve
pages of simple but solid statement of
the Gospel anawer to our human need.
Is 1t not something more than the “ ro-
mance of missions’’ that the author of
this firat printed evangel in the Laos
tongue and charaeter is the danghter of
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D. B. Bradley, M.D., one of the first
missionaries to Siam, one who “as
preacher, teacher, author, translator,
and printer labored for thirty-eight
years'* in behalf of the Siamese people,
and that she has as her chief collabora-
teur in her literary work her son, Rev.
Evander Bradley McGilvary, who, like
his mother, was born in Siam ; like her,
also, adds to a natural capacity for lan-
guage the inestimuble advantage of
childish familiarity with the tongue in
which he now preaches the Gospel? But
to return to this first tract ; see what
Rev. W. C. Dodd, of Lampoon, says of
it in a letter :

“ We have now a Laos tract printed. "
Through the school more than three
hundred copies have already been dis-
tributed, and it is going daily into new
bomes. It has made many intellectual
converts, and we believe some heart
converts. 1t is popular not as the
Siamese Scriptures or Catechism were
popular—simply as reading books—but
on account of what it tells intelligibly.
Ot course I do not mean to say that
there are not plenty of Laos Christians
whbo read the Siamese books with a sin-
cere effort to understand them ; but
their popularity with ontsiders is large-
Iy a8 text-books from which to learn to
read. I did not know beforchand how
much more useful we should find the
Luos *’— The Church at Home and Abroad,
Junuary, 1893,

Other works are ready, or almost
ready, for the types—Matthew's gospel,
the Acts, an arithmetic, a geography.
All over Siam the Buddha tree is shed.-
ding its white petals ; how long before
the white blossoms of the tree of life
shall be falling softly upon a hundred
Laos villages, ten thousaud Laos homes ?

The Beqinning Among the Moo Surs.—
Another recent dovelopment in the work
of the Laos Mission is the beginning
made among the Moo Surs, The Siam-
ese and Laos are plain-dwellers ; they
will not live where the staple varieties
of rice cannot be grown. The moun-
tains in which their land abounds they
give up to wild beasts and the hill
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tribes. These tribes are numerous—
cixteen at least, says Dr. MoGilvary —
the well-known Karens of Burma may
serve as a type of them all. The Moo
Surs are one of these tribes. Their ex-
istence was scarcely known to the mis-
sionaries ten years ago. In 1886 the
first visit was made by a missionary to
a Moo Sur village. They are a nomadic
people. They build their rude villages
high up in the mountains, burn off a
tract of jungle, take a crop or two of
mountain rice from the virgin soil, and
then move on. Their traditions all
point to the fact that they have come
from the North. They are not Bud-
dhists nor idolaters, but worshippers of
spirits, Their government is patri-
archal, and each village is independent ;
and naturally they are very clannish,
They are addioted to the opium habit,
and are perhaps even more intensely
superstitious than their Laos neighbors.
But the Gospel has gained a foothold
among them,

Two years ago two men of this race
were baptized by Dr. McGilvary, the
pioneer missionary to the Laos—more
‘‘romance of missions” that the man
who made a journey of six hundred
miles into an unexplored country
twenty-five years ago to seek out the
unknown Laos should now be found
forcing his way on foot over the jungle-
clad mountains to search out the Moo
Surs and give them the Gospel. A year
after his first visit, Dr. McGilvary re-
turned to look after his converts. This
time Dr. McKean, of Chieng Mai, was
with him. The latter writes :  In this
village there were twenty-two people
last year. The two fathers seemed to
embrace the Gospel from the first, and
after three months of instruction were
baptized.” (These are the two referred
to above,—C. M.) “‘One of these men
was a oconfirmed user of opium. From
the time he became a Christian until
the present he has not used opium at
all, What was our joy on visiting them
in their mountain home to find that they
all desired to be baptized. Although there
are but two families, they have built a
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chapel at their village for daily use.
On Sabbaths they go down to the plain
to worship with the Laos Christians,
We visited them on Saturday. On
Sunday, of the twenty-three persons
now composing the families, twenty-
two were present. Two had been bap-
tized last year. Of the remaining
twenty, seven children received infant
baptism, and thirteen adults were re-
ceived into full church-membership. I
have never seen a grander sight than
that—these twenty persons standing up
to receive the seal of God, the patri-
arch of the village acting as interpreter
between them and Dr. McGilvary.’’
Does this world show any grander sight ?

Famine- Work in Lakawn and Praa.—
A third matter of recent interest in oon-
nection with the Laos Mission is the
work of famine relief carried on during
the past year in the provinces of La-
kawn and Praa, and to a much smaller
extent in Chieng Mai aleo. For several
years past the rice orop has not been a
full one ; but last year the deficiency of
rainfall in the two provinces first named
was 80 excessive that the crop was al-
most a total failure, It was the old
story with which India and China have
made us familiar—the increasing scar-
city, until rice sold for sixteen times
its usual price, the exodus of great num-
bers of the able-bodied to more favored
regions, leaving the sick, the aged, the
crippled, the leprous to carry on the
unequal struggle ; the desperate en-
deavors to make roots and grasses take
the place of rice, the whole staff of bread
for the Laos people ; the horrors of the
starving left to die, and the dead left
unburied. These are the scenes through
which the brethren of the Lakawn sta--
tion have passed. They sent home their
appeal for help, and a sum approaching
$10,000 was speedily countributed and
sent out to them, and by them carefully
dispensed. The effect of these works
of mercy has been marked. Muang
Prii, the province adjoining Lakawn on
the cast, has for several years seemed
specinlly open for the entrance of the
Gospel. When the missionaries have
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passed through it on their tours they
have found kind weloome and eager
listeners ; they have been urged to re-
main, and on their departure been
begged to return. But those who went
to this province in the work of famine
relief were besieged with a new earnest-
ness by the call for a missionary. They
returned with the conviction that the
time was ripe for taking possession of
this province also in the name of Jesus,
and the whole Laos Mission unite in an
appeal to the Church at home for the
opening of a new station in Muang Pra,

Further Expansion Planned —Nor is
this the only direction in which these
brethren feel that the voice of unmis-
takable providences is calling the Church
to an enlargement of the work in the
Laos country. Two other points they
urge upon the attention of the Church
as places to be occupied at once by
mission stations. One of these is the
important river town of Raheng, the
half-way point on the long river jour-
ney from Bangkok to Chieng Mai or
Lakawn, This midway position of Ra-
heng, together with the fact that it is
accessible from Burmah by an easy pass
over the mountains, has made it a great
meeting-place for Siamess, Laos, Bur-
mwans, Karens, Chinamen. Here the
coinage of Siam proper is exchanged
for the rupee of India, in common use
smong the Laos. Here is transacted a
large part of the great teak timber busi.-
ness, one of the chief industries of Siam.
From Raheng a stretch of three to four
hundred miles of riverway, lined every-
where with villages, would be easily ac-
essible. The Gospel preached in Ra-
heng, whether by lip or printed page,
would be ocarried north, south, east,
west along established channels of trade
and travel, Hence the call of these
missionary strategists ‘‘ S8eize Raheng I'"
The other city upon which they have
set ocovetous eyes is Cheung Hai, a
walled town about a hundred miles
north of Chieng Mai, on the river Maa
Koke, atributary of the great Maa Kong
or Cambodia River. Cheung Hai is

desired as an outpost toward the north,
as Raheng toward the south and Prd
toward the east. It would supply a
base from which to work the northern
tier of the Laos provinoces, where al-
ready four flourishing churches have
been established ; from which also to
push the work among the Moo Surs and
other hill tribes, and to reach out to the
Independent Shan BStates, which le
between Siam and China, and are peo-
pled by a race practically ideatical with
the Laos in origin, language, customs,
and religion,

These are some of the recent devel.
opments in the Laos provinces which
st once make giad the hearts of our
brethren there and ill them with a sol-
emn sense of responsibility. Speaking
of the last annual meeting of the mis.
sion (December, 1892), one of them says :
‘“ As the claims of one new fleld after
another were presented, the solemnity
grew. We felt that a crisis had been
reached. At thesuggestion of the ohair-
man, we stopped our business discus-
sion and stilled our souls while Dr.
MoQGilvary led us in prayer for orders
from our Commander.” Referring to
the large demands made for the coming
year, demands including the sending
out of eighteen additional laborers, the
opening of three stations, and the ex-
penditure of perhaps $25,000, the mis
sion says: “ We make no apology for
the large things asked. One of our
number has thus voiced our unanimous
feeling. I beliove that God has awak.
ened us as a mission, and woe be to us
it we allow this awakening to go no fur-
ther than our own hearts. I believe we
ought to shout this call—shout it until
the Church must hear '’

What will the Church do ?

—The latest estimates give the popu-
lation of Siam in round numbers as 6.-
000,000, Of this number, 2,000,000 are
Siamese, 2.000.000 Laosians, 1,000,000
Chinese and 1,000,000 Malays,
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where their father has labored so long
and has been so much blessed.

—Bishop W. F. Mallalieu justly ex-
olaims : ¢ How strange it seems that in
35 years from the time when Dr. Will.
iam Butler planted the banner of our
church in the valley of the Ganges, such
eminent success should have crowned
our efforts, and such answers to our
prayers been vouchsafed that now in
India we have 5 annual conferences,
besides a mission and much growing
work in and about Singapore, and open
doors and Maocedonian cries on every
hand.”

—An English traveller, Mr. H. S,
Hallett, in a recent volume published
by Blackwood, entitled “ A Thousand
Miles on an Elephant,” describing his
journey through Burmah, Laos, and
Siam, largely with a view to commer-
cial affairs, dedicates his book to the
missionaries in that region, as a mark
of “The high esteem in which I hold
the noble work they are accomplish-
ing.” And then he adds: “I mever
understood what a great boon Christian-
ity was to the world till I recognized
what heathenism was and how it acted
on its victims in Indo-China."”

—The missionary in Siam has oon.
stantly to meet the danger of leprosy in
its most loathsome form. There is
practically no quarantine placed upon
the lepers except in the matter of dwell-
ings, and they are permitted to go about
the streets begging for food. There are
oonsequently hundreds of ways in which
the disease is spread, and the authori-
ties do nothing to prevent it. The
money which is given as alms to the
lepers finds its way into everybody’'s
hands, and the ooppers of the realm are
leprous coppers. This is only one of the
disheartening and dangerous evils which
our missionaries must encounter, 'yet
they say repeatedly it is forgotten in
their great love for the work.

—The early triumphs of the mission
among the Karens in Burmah are re-
called by the story of a visit of one of
the Baptist preachers to a remote Karen
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distriet on the borders of Biam. He
found the people very well-to-do, some
having as many as 120 elephants, They

- had built for themselves large Buddhist

temples and monasteries. When the
preacher asked them if they understood
what they worshipped, they said they
did not, and listened with great atten.
tion while he unfolded the dootrine of
the true and living God. That night
their Buddhist priest ran away, seeing
that his oocupation was gone, and the
people asked the preacher to remain in
his place, and agreed to give up the wor-
ship of idols and send their children to
his school if he would etay, He re-
mained for a time, and at last reports
200 were asking baptism.

China.—Rev. Dr. Grifith John tells
an interesting story of a young convert
who died recently while on missionary
work far from his home. He entered
the service of Christ more than a dozen
years ago, The faithfulness and ocon-
gistency of his new life were testified to
by his native friends, who said of Mr.
‘Wang, ‘‘ There is no difference between
him and the Book.” What testimony
better than that could be given ?

—The 8hanghai Journal, quoted in the
London Times, tells of & man who for
seven months has been engaged in ful-
filling a vow that he would watch three
years at his mother's grave. He builta
little hut a few feet longer than him.
self, but not high enough for him to
stand erect in. The man’s oondition
was foul beyond description, since dur-
ing his vigil he does not wash himself
nor remove the straw upon which he
lies. The people bring him food and
honor him greatly. If he survives the
three years, it is expected that the offi-
cials will go in state and receive him,
reporting the matter to the throne, and
he will receive from the emperor’s hand
a board containing four characters land-
ing his virtue,

—Dr. Anderson, of the Taiwanfoo
Hospital, Hainan, says that poor people
pawn articles of clothing and jewelry
that they may come for treatment. One
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and six Methodist churches were competing for a foothold among the spares
communities of the Northwest, and the absurdity of the situation becomes
at once apparent. I trust it may be said without offence that in the
matter of consolidation and more equal distribution of forces, Canada has
shown an example that the churches of the republic would do well to
imitate. It is said there are in the United States some sixty-seven
distinct denominations, not a few of these maintaining substantially the
same doctrines and usages. While such a state of affairs continues we
must expect, in regard ¢o home missions, the maximum of expenditure and
the minimum of results.

Other branches of home mission work will be considered in another
article.

THE HEART OF BUDDHISM AND THE HEART OF CHRIS-
TIANITY.

BY REV. W. C. DODD, LAMPOON, LAOS MISSION, SIAM.

It is not going too far to say that the heart of Buddhism is selfishness,
even as distinguished from self-interest. There is a Buddhist sacred book
in this land called the thirty virtues or merits. And of the thirty, the one
which puts its possessor nearest Nirvana is a state of supreme indifference
to the fate of others. The teaching of the book is in the form of a parable,
which has a shadow of resemblance to the parable of the good Samaritan.
A merchant fell into the hands of thieves, who killed him and robbed him
of even his clothing. Ten fellow-merchants came upon this poor fellow in
succession. One bathed his body ; another set food and drink before him
for his journey into the spirit world ; another merely pitied him ; another,
seeing him lying dead, was afraid, and ran for his own life. This one
exhibited the virtue of wisdom, according to the author of the parable.
Each of the ten merchants showed one kind of virtue, but all ten of them
together did not do half as much as did the good Samaritan. All that they
did do had more reference to themselves than to their fellow-merchant.
But the one of the ten who exhibited the highest form of virtue and re-
ceived the highest praise was the one who looked on with the merest in-
difference, and whose only remark was, *‘ Let his own merit determine for
him.”” And why was this such high form of virtue ! Because desire and
emotion are the causes of all sorrow. Existence itself is an evil. The
goal of the soul is the extinction of all that characterizes individual exist-
ence. This is Nippan. The road thither is the extinction, through disci-
pline, of all emotions—pleasure as well as pain, joy equally with sorrow,
pity and compassion as thoroughly as contempt and hatred. The true
disciple must trample upon everything and everybody else. Why{? In
order to escape personal sorrow.

Centuries of such teaching have borne their legitimate fruit. The most
otherwise ; suppose the old divisions remained, and that four Presbyterian
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common thought among the people here, and one as frequently heard as
any other religious (1) sentiment, is this : * Every man for himself.”

People do everything of a ceremonial and religious nature only in order
to make merit for themselves. Disinterested actions are foreign to their
thought and experience. Hence they cannot understand them when they
see them in Christians. No matter how great a kindness you show to a
Buddhist, he does not usually consider it as occasion for gratitude. It is
owing to merit on his part, and to desire to make merit on your part.
Even famine relief is 8o spoken of sometimes : * You are making more
merit than anybody else in the country,’” not ‘‘ You are showing kindness
or doing good.”’

The heart of Christianity is love. And the highest expression of love,
according to Christ, is service—service even going to the point of laying
down life for another. And the .innermost core of service is foreign mis-
sions. Home missions and city evangelization may involve as much hard
work, and they are as truly service. ~Not one word of even seeming
rivalry, not a breath of disparagement of these or of the Salvation Army,
or any and ali philanthropic or even humanitarian efforts ! One needs only
a short residence in a heathen land in order to realize how barren of these
and of common morality—even the kind that will not confess its Christian
pedigree—is the land that is without Jesus Christ. No disparagement,
but a comparison. Foreign missions is service, not only to other indi-
viduals, but to other peoples living in another land, speaking another lan-
guage. Motives perfectly justifiable in the highest Christian ethical code
are urging on home missions and city evangelization. Patriotism, self-
defence against vice and ignorance, commercial advantage, and the interests
of civilization are all here. None of these is in missions to Siam. Siam
has nothing to give America except what brought Christ down from heaven
—souls lost in darkness and sin. All service to Siam is purely disinter-
ested. It is the core of Christianity.

The heart of Buddhism and the heart of Christianity are as far apart
as the poles. Does any one suppose that the same soul may at different
times heartily embrace and strikingly exhibit each ?

Not six months ago the author became acquainted with a lady nearly
ninety years old. On his first visit she told how since her early youth she
had been an earnest secker after truth. So long as she was able to visit
the temples she had been the leader in merit-making in her neighborhood.
But she had become disgusted with the puerility and the self-contradictions
of the Buddhist books and the universal immorality of the day. Having
heard of Christianity, she began to hope that in it she might find the true
religion of her lifelong search. Some of the workers in our training school
had visited her, and she had listened with joy. At the next visit she told
us she had not slept any the night following our visit—could not sleep for
very joy. Soon after she received baptism in her own house.

But the infirmities of age soon began to prostrate her. It was as if
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God had preserved her in an unusual degree of vigor of body and mind
only until she should find Him. She i8 now failing fast.

At a recent visit she said : ‘‘ My son, are you very busy every day "’
‘‘ Yes, mother.” After a long pause, ‘‘ It sometimes seems to mother as
if a primal mistake had been made.” ¢‘ Why #” ¢ Because there are so
few of us.’’ ‘‘You mean, mother, that if you were still a Buddhist,
priests and head-priests would be in here to see you every day ; but Ican’t
come "’ ** Yes, that is it.”” Who can blame her ! Who would not have
felt the same in the circumstances! It was not wholly the old spirit of
Buddhism that spoke in her. It was ‘‘ the cry of the human ;’’ but it
was not yet the spirit of Christ. ‘‘ But, mother, the priests are in every
village of the land ; but there is only one minister of the Gospel in this
province. Besides, the Holy Spirit is more to you than ten, or twenty, or
one hundred priests.” ‘¢ Yes, yes.”” She was silenced, but did her heart
give hearty assent {

The next Sabbath we went again to hold services at her house in the
afternoon ; spoke of the blessedness of those who hunger and thirst after
righteousness. After service this conversation occurred : ‘‘ Mother, your
son wishes to go away off to the south and hunt out other hungry souls
who have not been filled as you have. I shall expect to be gone more than
a month if I go, and may never see mother again in this world. What do
you say 1’ In her reply it was as if the Spirit of Christ Himself spoke.
Knowing that it might be our last meeting on earth, she replied quickly,
‘Go, go. Mother has not a word of objection. I am glad to have you
go.””  Then she added a form of blessing as she held my hand in parting.
With generations of Buddhist ancestry behind her, and after nearly ninety
years of unusually hearty following of Buddhist teaching herself, she had
within less than six months gotten at the very core of the Gospel—the
heart of Christianity.

THE PRESENT ASPECT OF MISSIONS IN INDIA.—L
BY JAMES KENNEDY, HAMPSTEAD, LONDON, ENGLAND.

Scientists tell us that the great depths of ocean are unaffected by the
severest storms, the agitation seldom extending beyond forty feet from the
surface. To terrified voyagers the wild waves look as if the whole ocean
was in turmoil, while in fact only a small part of it is moved. Frequently
the great ocean of human life is regarded with similar illusion. We see
only a little way into its depths, and we conclude that all below accords
with all we see above. The result is a mistaken and misleading inference.

This tendency to illusion ought to be carefully guarded against when
we look at India. The remark has been made about the late John Bright
that he had fallen into many mistakes when discussing Indian questions,
but that he had discovered two things—that there is no Indian country
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to grant permission—‘‘in deference,”
he says, “ to the scruples of the Jewish
and Christian residents.”’

—Pastor Faber, a German who i8 en-
deavoring to found a mission in the
Kurdish district, has just recorded some
cxperiences which testify to the ad-
vancing light. In his journey in Kur-
distan he visited one of the most noted
of the Kurd sheiks. The sheik re-
ceived him kindly. A sheep was slain
and prepared, and before beginning to
cat he said, ¢ We will remember your
Jesus, of whom I have rea], that He al-
ways thanked God before eating.’”
And when the meal was over he took
out of his pocket a well-worn Persian
New Testament, and showed that he
knew it better than many & Christian.

India.—A wealthy Hindu has given
funds for a proposed ‘‘snake labora-
tory” in Calcutta. Thescientific inves-
tigation of the poison of different snakes,
and the investigation of present reme-
dies for snake bites, will be the labora-
tory's work. In such a country as
India, where 20,000 die annually from
snake bites, such an institution ought to
be of great value. The wonder is it
was not cstablished before.

—In the India of to-day, to be able
to add medical to missionary is like
placing a cipher after other figures—it
gives a tenfold value, says a writer in
the India Female Evangelist,

—Bishop Thoburn thinks that the
converts in India during the next eight
years will outnumber those of the last
ninety-two years, '

—The Indian Witness contains the
statement that one missionary in North
India has raised up 170 preachers.
This man has not been at any time in
charge of an orphanage or theological
seminary, but during a ministry of
some twenty-six years he has sought
out and led into active work this large
number of assistants.

—The census for 1891 reveals some
astonish’  facts in regard to the di-
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visions of caste. It seems that there
are 1354 divisions of caste, tribe, and
race, specified by name, while there are
7109 similar divisions not so specified in
the printed lists, but noted in the mann-
script returns. The census gives specific
names to 521 kinds of Brahmans who
are priests,. The varieties of the culti-
vator caste, called Marathas or Kunabis
indifferently, number 957. The carpen-
ter caste has 94 divisions; the black-
smiths, 76; the goldsmiths, 88; and
the coppersmiths, 108. A single di-
vision of the merchant caste, the Wani-
as, has 411 subdivisions. Even the out-
castes have their classes, for the census
notes 244 kinds of Mahars and 154 kinds
of Mangs.

—Formerly few high-caste people be-
came Christians, but now it is other-
wise. The Rev. A. Clifford, a mission-
ary of the English Church at Calcutta,
says that recent converts are of all
classes and of greater numbers than
cver before. Of 31 recently baptized
he says: ‘‘ These included a Kulin
Brahman, headmaster of an important
Hindu school, with his wife and fam-
ily ; a wealthy Hindu gentleman of po-
sition and culture, and an honorary
magistrate, with his wife ; a Bengail
doctor, with wife and family ; a young
man, the son of the civil surgeon of a
Mofussil station; a young educated
Brahman ; a Brahman lady of wealthy
family ; & Hindu «fakir; a leper man
and leper woman ; a respectable young
Mohammedan and others.”’

Siam.—Probably the largest idol in
the world is the *‘ Sleeping Idol” in
Bangkok. Tt is at least 160 feet long,
and is made of brick, and heavily gild-
ed. The feet are 5 feet long, and the
soles are beautifully inlaid with mother-
of-pearl.

—The success of the Laos mission is
seen in this urgent request for enlarge-
ment’: ‘‘ We ask for 8 ministers, 5 phy-
sicians, their wives and 2 young wom-
en, in all 18 new laborers. We ask for
the establishment of 8 new stations and
the building of 5 residences, besides the
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enlargement of the boys’ school bufld-
ing.”” The cost is set at $28,000.

—The most common practice as a
preventive of cholera is wearing a few
strands of cotton yarn about the neck
or walst to keep off the evil spirits,
which bring disease. They also place
little rude straws containing offerings
to the spirits, on the sides of the street, or
float them down the stream. And the fol-
lowing Siamese prescription for a snake
bite will show the great need for medi-
cal missionaries: ‘‘ A portion of the
jaw of a wild hog; a portion of the
jaw of a tame hog ; a portion of the
jaw of a goat; a portion of a goose-
bone ; a portion of a peacock-bone; a

portion of the tail of a fish ; a portion -

of the head of a snake.’’

China.—** It i3 very strange,”’ says a
Chinese scholar who believes in Christ,
“‘ foreign ships came here ; everybody
said they are better than ours. Foreign
steamships came ; all are glad to travel
in them. Fire-oil (kerosene) came ;
everybody said, ‘This light is better.”
Foreign cotton came; people every-
where began to use it for clothing ; not
much market now for native white
cloth. Foreign needles came ; every-
body agrees they surpass ourown. But
the foreign doctrine came and nobody
wants it. Very strange I”’

—The Chinese have no term corre-
sponding to our amen. The translation
of their word means, * The heart wishes
exactly so.”

—Says Morris, in his ‘ Winter in
China,”” ** While the Chinese excel in
intellectual ability, patience, practica-
bility and cheerfulness, what they lack
is character and conscience. And noth-
ing less than the Gospel will meet
China’s need.” .

—Of the 1670 persons received into
Christian fellowship in the Swatow
Mission of the Baptist Missionary Union,
nearly one half were baptized after they
were fifty years of age, and no less than
361 after they were sixty.

—3Says the Chinese Recorder . ‘ The
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most liberal contributor to the Methodist
Episcopal Mission in Singapore is a
Chinese banker, Mr, Tan Jiakkim. He
gave $1500, and collected from his Chi-
nese friends nearly $5000 more."’

—In 1890 there were in the Empire
61 hospitals, 44 dispensaries, 100 medi-
cal students; patients treated in one
year, 848,489, These figures represent
the medical work as a whole. In 1891,
in Shanghai alone, the number of pa-
tients treated by medical missionaries
was 56,933. And Dr. John G. Kerr, of
the Presbyterian Board, in Canton, has
during his forty years of service person-
ally given over 1,000,000 of attendances
to the sick and suffering; performed -
over 85,000 operations, and trained 100
or more of the native Chinese in sur-
gery and medicine.

—The Presbyterlan Church, South,
has 6 missions, manned by 36 repre-
sentatives, and all are located in cities
standing upon the line of the Grand
Canal.

—The Chincse Christians in Canton
have joined in a book-lending associa-
tion, and send out a staff of book-lend-
ers to distribute and gather good liter-
ature.

_ Japan.—‘J. H. P.” writes to the
Congregationalist that ‘the Christians
of Japan are somewhat aroused just
now over the subject of church inde-
pendence. Some of the leaders are
stung by the taunt of Buddhists and
others that Christianity tends to make
men disloyal. They long by some strik-
ing act to convince these opponents of
the Western religion that the Church
of Japan, like its government and its
schools, while borrowing ideas and
methods from the outside world, is a
Japanese institution thoroughly adapted
to Oriental tastes and ambitions.” And
a missionary writes in a semi-discour-
aged strain to the Christian Observer of
the disposition manifest in all quarters
on the part of Japanese saints to
take the management of things, creeds,
and church order included, into their
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struction ;'’ and that ‘‘ most of the theo-
logical :chools now do their chief work
in English.”

These things are challenged boldly.
One would like to ask whether the
whole system of entering wedges and
baits and secular inducements of vari-
ous kinds is not being tremendously
overdone to the disparagement of the
Holy S8pirit, the paralysis of genuine
faith, and still further to the dishonor
of the Great Master Himself, who
comes in at nobody’s backdoor, and
asks for acceptance on the strength of
no * bait’’ whatsoever ; and, further, to
ask what kind of acivilizer English has
too often been ; and still more, whether
it is true that English is coming to beso
generally regarded as the best medium
of theological instruction ? Is it true in
India? Isit true in China? Is it true
in Japan that most of the theological
schools now do their *‘ chief work”’ in
English? If 80, then why do Japanese
missionarics find it so difficult to get
men to flll the classes in the full English
course ? And why such disparity of
numbers in the English and the ver-
nacular courses as the catalogues seem
to indicate? And what is the meaning
of such movements as those of Messrs.
Ishimoto and Tamara? Since one is
put to it in self-defence, there can be no
harm in asking such questions. The
whole mission-loving world will be in-
terested in the answers to them.

It may be a most presumptuous thing
for an outsider to say, but say it he
will, and take the censure if it comes :
It will be a blessed day for Japanese
Christianity when the people are eman-
cipated from the notion that in order to
a place among the most cflicient and
eligible preachers of the land, a man
must have received his theological edu-
cation through the medium of a foreign
tongue. The same outsider has the
temerity to avow a further conviction
that, when the general engagement
comes on that i8 to determine the re-
ligious future of Japau, the same as in
any other country in the East, the
brunt of the fight will come, not on the
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English-bred portion of the ministry,
but on that other class coming forward ;
of those who, discarding science and
philosophy as weapons of warfare, and
stripping themselves to the waist of
scholastic redundancies, shall enter the
field and fight it out with the Spirit of
God in their hearts and a two-edged
sword of God in the shape of a Japan-
ese vernacular Bible in their hands.

Our Mail-Bag.
—In a private note Rev. Young J.
Allen, D.D., long and widely known as
an able missionary of the Southern
Methodist Episcopal Church in China,
says : “It may be news to you to learn
that, at the recent session of our Gen-
eral Board of Missions, in answer to the
urgent request from the ‘Soclety for
the Diffusion of Christian and General
Knowledge in China,’ I have been so
far relieved and released from other
work in our mission as to devote my
time and labors on returning to China
this fall almost exclusively to editorial
and other literary work of the kind now
so urgently desidcrated in that great
mission field.”’

—Rev. Charles E. Eckels, of Ratburi,
8iam, sends an item of interest. ‘‘ A
movement,’”’ he says, *‘ is being made
toward flving the Cambodians the
Word of God. A gentleman from
Leeds, England, is interested in the
project, and has written to Rev. J. Car-
rlnﬁton, Agent of the American Bible
Soclety, aboutit. Mr. Carrington lately
made a trip into this province, where
there are many Cambodians, and has
found men who can translate the Gos-

1s from Siamese into Cambodian if

is Society agree to his undertaking the
work. On a recent trip of twelve days
to one of the Buddhist places of pil-
grimage Mr. Carrington sold about
twelve hundred portions of Scripture.’’

—Rev. Dr. M. H. Houston has re-
signed the secretaryship of the Mission-
ary Society of the Southern Presbyterian
Church to return to China and resume
his work as a missionary, from which
he has been separated for several years,
A missionary ranks a missionary secre-
tary, hence we congratulate Dr. Hous-
ton on his re-elevation to the loftiest
position on earth,
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eties, strcet-preaching, newspapers,
schools, Sunday-schools, etc., but all in
vain. In a few weeks or months col-
lapse ensues.

—A good report comes from the
South Arcot ficld: “From the very
small beginning in the village of Sattam-
badi in 1863, the work has grown until
there are now 8 organized churches, 32
congregations, 543 communicants, 1658
adherents, 30 schools with 734 pupils,
212 of whom are girls, From the vil-
lages have gone forth as many as 40
young men and women, educated in
our boarding schools, who are filling
positions of usefulness in the mission.
Such are some of the numerical results
of thirty years at one of our mission
stations.”

—The Surgeon-General of the Siam-
ese Army is Dr. T. H. Hayes, who
went to Siaum several years ago as a
medical Presbyterian missionary. He
met with such wonderful success in
curing diseases that the king considered
his services indispensable, and made
him surgeon-general of the army, with
power to establish hospitals and medi-
cal institutions on American models.
Dr. Haycs receives a salary of $7000 a
year, part of which he turns over to
the mission board.

China.—In this country all the land
belongs to the State, and a trifling sum
per acre, never altered through long
" centuries, is paid as rent. This is the

only tax, and it amounts to but about

60 cents per head.

—In their interpretation of Scripture
the Chinese are apt to be literalists.
One of the Bible-women, Gueh Eng,
‘lately met with a rude reception from
the head of a house to which she went
to teach the women. “And what did
you do about it?" she was asked.
¢ Oh,’’ she said, ‘“I turned around at
the door, and shook every particle of
dust off my shoes, and told him that
was what the Scriptures tell us to do
when those to whom we go refuse to
hearus. Ileft it as a testimony against
him ; and afterward he sent for me to
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go back and tell him more about what
my Scriptures said."”’

—A letter from the North China Mis.
sion shows how rapidly the medical
work is gaining in favor. Instead of
holding back in fear patients have been
flocking to the dispensary in Pang-
Chuang in such numbers that Mr. Smith
writes : *‘ Not only has all the available
space in all the wards been occupied,
as well on the women's as on the men's
side, but every available building is oc-
cupied too. Each case brings others,
till there scems no end to it, and Dr.
Peck is much overtasked with his un-
wonted labors, owing to his wide surgi-
cal fame.” The writer states that on
one day the patients represented 23 dif-
ferent regions. One day two men
came from a place 180 miles south,
bringing two children with them.

—Rev. W. T. Hobart, Methodist
Episcopal missionary, wants more men
and more money, and reproaches and
prods his brethren in this fashion:
‘‘ When Mr. Collins, of our own church,
offered to go to Foo-Chow as a mis-
sionary, he was told the society had no
funds. He said to the bishop: ‘ Find
me a place before the mast, and I will
work my passage to China.” When the
first Wesleyan missionary to China of-
fered to go he was told that the Wes-
leyan Missionary Society had no mis-
sion in China and no funds to begin

one. 8o he sold his own property and
paid his own way outof it. The church
was not ready.”

Korea.—A missionary sends home
these statistics: ‘‘ We have now 54
evangelical Protestant missionaries in
Korea, not including the High Church
Episcopalians, who have no dealings
with us, but are nearer to the Catholics
perhaps. The Presbyterians lead the
van with 21 missionaries, only 8 phy-
sicians, one of them a woman and the
wife of Dr. Brown. The Methodists
come next with 16, 6 being physicians,
3 of them women. The Southern Pres-
byterians are 8 in number, and the Aus-
tralian Presbyterians 5; 4 Indepen-
dents make up the total of 54.”’
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etc.; special subscriptions for special

objects, as buildings, etc.; self-denial

proceeds. ‘W. H. GREET.
AHMEDABAD, June 29th, 1893,

An appeal comes from Samokov,
Bulgaria, February 28d, 1898.

““We lack type in the printing divi-
sion of the Industrial Department of the
Collegiate and Theological Institute.
Immediately on the establishment of
this enterprise the number of students
went up from less than thirty to more
than seventy. We have a fine body of
teachers, native and foreign; lower
classes always well filled ; scores and
hundreds of students come, hoping to
learn a most useful art, and support
themselves during their course. The
present is a crisis with us. The dimin-
ishing number of students, on account
of our inability to give them work, is a
painful sight. The increase of licen-
tiousness and intemperance all over the
land, both protected by the govern-
ment ; the formation of societies for the
purpose of extending infidelity and
atheism ; the corrupt influence of the
socialists and the socialistic press and
the almost entire absence of a healthy
literature spur us on.

“There i3 a sad lack of good, elevating
books. The people arc poor, but there
is an increasing demand for instructive
books if the price is cheap. Now we
can print a book of two hundred pages
and sell it at twenty cents, or half the
size for half the price. The work on
such a book would support two young
men for a year. If we have plenty of
this work to do, so as to employ from
twenty to thirty boys, then we get or-
ders in abundance from without ; while
if we do not have our own work on
which to depend, few boys can be em-
ployed and the patrons are not satisfied
with the necessitated slowness of the
work. We need at once eighteen cases
of type, which, with the brass rules,
galleys, etc., will cost $100 each, Un-
less we can get a considerable reinforce-
ment in our type, many of our students
must leave within a few months, Sev-
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eral have already gone. There are not
less than twelve young men who can
entirely support themselves now in con-
nection with the school. The tripod of
religious progress consists of the pulpit,
the school, and the recligious book. We
have the three, and wish to make each
more efficient by union with the others.
Every one says that a good book is a
very precious thing to possess in one’s
own language ; that a young man pos-
sessed of a good education and an excel-
lent character is a far more priceless
treasure to the cammunity where he
lives. We wish to use the creation of
a good book as a means of raising up
young men of this type. The need is
great, the call imperative. Friends
who are led to send money (exchanges
on London are best) may send directly
to me, and I will give such a good re-
port of the work it has accomplished in

a short time as will astonish them. We

read THE Mi1ssiONARY REVIEW OF THE

‘WorLD with intensest interest.

“ Yours very sincerely,
‘“ FREDERICK L. KINGSBURY,

‘“ Medical Missionary of the A. B. C.
F. M. )
It is proposed to raise $25,000 asa

“ Mitchell Memorial Fund,” to be ex-

pended upon the Laos fleld, toward

which he felt so tender an interest. To
this proposition we give our heartiest
concurrence. No man of modern times
has had a more seraphic missionary
spirit than Dr. Arthur Mitchell, no fleld
is more needy or more promising than

the Laos. .

The appeal of the Laos Mission, sent
out from its last meeting, has been scat-
tered far and wide, and every friend of
missions is familiar with the large open-
ing in that land for wide and fruitful
service. It might be well to repeat the
closing lines of that earnest appeal.
‘ We ask for four ministers, four phy-
sicians, their wives, and two young
ladies—in all cighteen laborers. We
ask for the establishment of three new
stations and the buflding of five new
residences, besides the enlargement of
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the boys’ school building. We offer
no apologies for the large amount ask-
ed. Oneof our number has thus voiced
our unanimous feeling : ‘I believe that
God has awakened us as a mission and
a3 individuals, and woe be unto us if
we allow this awakening to go no fur-
ther than our own hearts. We ought
to shout this call—shout it until the
Church must hear it.’

‘“Tell the Church that the hand of
God is in this matter. The Presbyte-
rian Church has a free fleld and full re-
sponsibility in this Laos land. With a
meagre force, and working on a small
scale, we have been signally blessed in
the past. 'We now appeal to the Church
to seize the opportune moment, obey
the voice of Christ, and evangelize the
whole land. Our appeal is sanctioned
by the judgment of every missionary
on the field, by unusual providential
openings, and by the most urgent neces-
sitles. It is backed by all the prayers
of the missionaries, and, since the first
day of the week of prayer, by the daily
supplications of hundreds of Laos Chris-
tlans, The form of the answer we
leave with Him who has inspired the
prayer. It may be that one or more
far-sighted, wealthy Christians may be
led to make themselves a name, and
earn an everlasting reward by hand-
somely endowing this mission. 'We be-
lieve, with Dr. Pierson, ‘ that the time
is coming when men will dispose of
whole estates, as Robert Haldane, of
Airthry, did, that they may give the
entire proceeds to the erection of new
mission stations, and the sending forth
of new missionary laborers.’

‘“ Or, the answer may come through
increased contributions from the whole
Church. The fact is, that the Church
as & whole has never undertaken to
obey her Lord’s commands. It may be
that a °little child shall lead them '—
the little Laos Mission may be the one
to sound the trumpet-call which shall
start the whole Church on the forward
movement of the new century of mis-
sions which is just opening.”

Contributions should be sent to Will-
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fam Dulles, Jr., Treasurer, 53 Fifth
Avenue, New York City.

The following note has been received
from Mr. Meakin :

Please correct an error, in the opening
sentence of my article on ‘‘ The Greek
Church and the Gospel,” in the Octo-
ber REVIEW (1892), in which, by a slip
of penman or compositor, the words
‘“ Greek Church”’ stand in the place of
‘“ Eastern Church,’’ as numbering more
than Protestantism and Romanism to-
gether. The Greek Church is subse-
quently shown to be only one section
of that vast Eastern Church so little
known to us, yet holding in its dark-
ness so large a proportion of our race.
I take the opportunity of pointing out
that my home is Morocco, not Tunis,
as there given (where the article was
mailed), and that my name should have
read J. E. BupGETT MEAKIN.

The following missionary programme
has been suggested for the ‘‘ Cross-
Bearer's Missionary Reading Circle”
for October :

The World’s Congress of Missions
asks all Christians over the whole
world to ohserve Sunday, October 1st,
as the World’s Missionary Day.

MORNING SBERVICE.

1. Hymn, ‘‘ Jesus shall reign where’er
the sun does his successive journeys
run.”’

2. Prayer for the world’s evangeliza-
tion. ’

8. Scripture lesson, Matt. 18 : 1-20,

4. Hymn, ‘“ Watchman, tell us of the
night, what its signs of promise are.”’

5. Sermon by the pastor (thirty-five
minutes). No manuscript, if possible.
Direct, pointed, awakening. Subject,
¢ John G. Paton and His Work among
the South Sea Cannibals.”

6. Prayer. Prayer-hints: That the
Church may have the faith of the Old
Testament prophets concerning the
success of the Gospel ; that the apos-
tolic spirit may abound in this age;
that the Church at home may be awa-
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a yecar, while £1,500,000 was the total
sum raised in Great Britain for foreign
missions.

—How strangely the good and the
bad are taken together from Christian
lands to pagan is seen in the statement
that in the South Seas the first word
usually learned is *‘‘ missionary,” and
the next is ‘‘ tobacco.”” And it is much
to be feared that ‘‘ whiskey’’ follows
hard after.

—The native Church of Polynesia
sent 12 missionaries to New Guinea.
These were the first native Christians
to reach the island, and they were all
killed. But this did not chill the devo-

tion of the Polyncsians. Then 15 mis- -

sionaries were asked for, and 40 offered
to go. It was necessary to decide by
lot who should stay at home.

—A Japanese senator recently got
hold of an exposition of part of the
Bible. Reading it attentively, he pro-
nounced Christianity a fine thing in
theory ; but the question was, Would it
work practically ? Thinking about it,
he became dissatisfied with his life, and
while in this state took a trip from
Okayama to Ozaka. On the same
steamer was a Miss Barrows, and as he
heard she was a Christian, he watched
her. Her deportment so impressed
him, that though not a word passed be-
tween them, he was convinced that
Christianity was as good in practice as
it was in theory; and on returning
home he hunted up a missionary, made
a public profcssion of faith, and has
since been faithful in working for the
salvation of others.

—Eightcen workers were wanted in
the Laos Mission, the native Christians
were praying for them, and this was
the petition of one of the number: “ O
Lord, we beg you to send us these 18
teachers truly—not 17, but 18; not
even one left out—18 full/”’—Field
News,

—Can it be that Calvinism also, being
80 close to cleanliness, is next to godli-
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ness? For a mission teacher, who had
lately entered the work in New Mexico,
spoke to one of theolder girls, in whom
she was especially interested, on the
subject of bathing. She was met with
the immediate reply : ‘‘ Oh, yes! me
bathes. Me a Presbyterian. Me Aas to
bathe."”’

—The Rev. E. P. Baker, of the
Hawaiian Islands, says that although
his country is the smallest of nations,
with a population of only 90,000, it has
more religions than any other, consid-
ering its size. In one town zlone were
a Catholic church and 4 Protestant
churches, speaking as many languages.
These keld a sort of polyglot service a
short time ago, in which there was
prayer and discourse in § tongues.

—*“In the province of Quebec tle
ratio of Catholic to Protestant is 1¢:GO
to 1.”" If this be so, then surely Lis
reverence, the Holy Father, should re-
move thither if too much straitened for
room on the Scven Hills.

—Farewclls to missionaries appear to
be unprecedentedly and most encour-
agingly numerous this year. Take
these as specimen cases, of which the
notice came almost within the same
week : The English Church Socicty
leads with 105, of whom 58 go out for
the first time. The Zenana Bible and
Medical Mission took leave of 17 ; the
American Baptist Missionary Union of

7—an instalment of the 70 gone, or to
go this year; the Canadian Baptists of
6 ; the American Board of 86 ; and the
United Presbyterians of 5.

WOMAN'S WORK.

—A little girl went home from a mis-
sionary meeting and said to her mother :
‘“ There are only 8 missjonarics in Siam,
but when I grow up there’s going to be
one more.”’

—If one person undertook to supply
the women and girls of India with
Bibles, and was able to distribute 20,600
a day, year in and year out, it would
take over scventcen years to supply
them all,




