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is a most hopeful sign . The steady, irresistible diffusion of Christianity

in the Roman empire in the early days is being, in some respects, repeated

before our eyes in India to - day. Dr. George Smith, of Edinburgh , in his

“ Conversion of India ,” deduces from reliable data the conclusion that if

the same rate of progress of Christianity in India which has characterized

the last forty years should be continued , " the Protestant Church would

absorb the whole population of India about the middle of the twenty - first

century . " But we may certainly look for a constantly increasing rate of

progress.

IV.- SIAM AND THE LAOS.

BY REV. W. C. DODD, MISSIONARY TO THE LAOS PEOPLE .

There are two distinct peoples in Siam , the Siamese proper in the

southern part of the kingdom , and the Laos. Only a portion of the Laos

people are tributary to Siam and live in the northern half of the kingdom .

They are a people, not a nation, and are living under four separate govern

ments . Siam has the southern portion of them , France recently acquired

the eastern , China has the suzerainty of those in the north , and a few are

tributary to England on the west. Siam's portion is the largest, and hence.

the whole Laos people may properly be included in the missionary outlook

for Siam.

Although the Siamese have been derived from the Laos, yet centuries

of different latitude, different food, and especially maritime contact with

the outside world , have resulted in differentiating them from their inland

Laos brethren . This difference is shown in the modification of the spoken

language in distinct written languages, in differences of custom, costume,

and worship, and especially in a striking difference in physical and moral

vigor in favor of the Laos. There are , therefore , marked differences in all

the factors which enter into the present missionary outlook in these two

portions of the kingdom . We shall note three such factors .

I. THE PROVIDENTIAL PREPARATION is a most important factor in the pres

ent outlook. God has been working in Siam along with the Church's work

and long before the Church began to work. He has signally prepared the

people for the Gospel. The preparation is shown,

First, in the character of the people. Centuries ago Siam was known

as especially friendly to foreigners. Not a great commercial people, but

almost wholly agricultural , both Laos and Siamese originally were simple

hearted , peaceful, polite, comparatively pure , receptive and impression

able. In Lower Siam , at present, contact with the worst elements of our

occidental civilization has deprived a large portion of the populace of that

primitive simplicity, especially in seaport and river towns. Rum and other

debauching elements have come in with steamboats, steam cars, electric

cars, telegraphs and postal system . Yet a large part of the inland popula

tion of Lower Siam is still primitive, hence simple and receptive. And
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this is true of almost all the five million Laos people. God has made and

kept the majority of the Siamese and almost all the Laos people free from

the influence of immoral foreigners ; all are free from caste ; there is no

seclusion of women except among the royal families ; there are no strong

nationalities, and hence no pride which despises foreigners or is restive

under foreign teaching and direction ; polygamy prevails only among cer

tain classes in Lower Siam , and there is almost none among the Laos peo

ple . God's preparation is shown,

Second , in the favor of the rulers. With few exceptions the kings,

governors, and their subordinates have not only offered no open or secret

opposition to the work of the missionaries, but they have been positively

friendly , and in many cases have aided by grants of money, land, and in

fnence . The few who have offered decided opposition have been provi

dentially removed . Grants of land and of money for educational and

medical purposes are still occasionally obtained in Lower Siam . Among

the Laos the government favor is still more marked . For the last fifteen

years there has been a government proclamation of absolute religious tolera

tion in Siam . And , with the possible exception of the Laos who are under

the French , the same favor to missionaries is found among all the Laos

officials outside as well as inside of the kingdom of Siam . In every sta

tion and prospective station of the North Laos Mission, ground has been

leased to the mission to hold so long as used for the purposes of healing "

(bs foreign medicine) , “ and of teaching the Christian religion.” As Dr.

McGilvary once said, “ That means until the millennium .” And this by

a government in which Buddhism is the State religion ! The finger of

God is here. But among the Laos people at least the most important

preparation is what we may call ,

Third , the preparation of Buddhism . The Siamese and the Laos
peo

pe have this in common - viz ., that, unlike most countries of Eastern Asia,

their nominal religion is Southern Buddhism unmixed with Hinduism, Con

fucianism , or any other of the ethnic religions. And Buddhism , by its

failure to satisfy the head with its puerile and fantastic stories, and also

because of its thousands of self-conflicting teachings and by its failure to

satisfy the heart with its lifeless pantheism or its agnosticism , and its mean

ingless ritual in an unknown tongue (the Pali) , has paved the way for a re

lizion that can satisfy both head and heart.

Both the Siamese and the Laos people differ in this, that the weak

moral nature of the former contents itself with the empty forms. Bud

dhism retains a strong hold and has a strong outward following in Lower

Siam , while it has only a nominal following among the warmer moral

fatures of the Laos people. So, to its failure to satisfy the Laos head and

beart, must be added, as a second negative sort of preparation for Chris

tianity, its failure to keep its own votaries from demon-worship . Although

it denounces demonolatry in terms as strong as any in our own Bible, yet

its hold is too weak to keep these children of nature from seeking the sup
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posedly personal and vital as objects of worship, and more especially of

propitiation. Once admitted , demon -worship leads to accusations of witch

craft ; and these have been , in turn , a positive preparation for the enlarge

ment of the Christian Church , in that they have driven hundreds of

Laos people to take refuge from these accusations in the Christ who can

cast out evil spirits. The more positive preparations are found in the

Laos Buddhist books. Some of them may be classified as follows :

Buddhism tells us that it was established by the Buddha, by means of

a fraud perpetrated upon his older brother, Alenyah -Met - Tai ; it confesses,

therefore, that it is not the final nor the saving religion , and prophesies

its own declension and the coming of, first, a thousand years' reign of

demonolatry, and , lastly , of the true religion that shall bring salvation .

These predictions are worked out with a nicety of detail , much of which

can be used by the apostle of Christ and Christianity as pointing to the

salvation wrought out by the blessed Son of God .

Unquestionably God has done more to make the work of the Christian

Church easy in Siam than in most pagan lands ; especially has His provi

dence prepared the Laos people. By the character of the people, simple

hearted , peaceful, polite, comparatively pure, and hence receptive ; by the

absence among them of the hindrances found in most heathen countries

no government opposition and no anti- foreign spirit among the masses, no

caste and no seclusion of women , few immoral foreigners and little polyg

amy, and by the preparations of Buddhism through its failures and its

positive predictions ; by all these God is challenging our faith to “ go up

and possess the land ; for we are fully able. ” Surely no outlook would

be at all comprehensive which should neglect these marvellous preparations

of God Himself. We note, as another main factor in the outlook :

II. THE INFLUENCE OF MISSION WORK ALREADY DONE . Mission work is

comparatively young in Lower Siam , and younger still among the Laos peo

ple . The Baptists have one man in Bangkok working among the Chinese

resident there ; but the Presbyterian Church is the only one having a work;

among the natives of the kingdom . There are two missions, the Siam Mis

sion and the North Laos Mission , the latter not yet thirty years old.

In both these missions a part of the pioneering work has been done

along the usual four lines - healing, preaching, translating, and educating

or training . Medical work , literary work , and educational work are each

farther advanced in the Siam Mission, and are exerting a larger influence

among those outside the Christian Church than in the Laos Mission . Part

of this influence is confessedly due to the civilizing agencies which have

come in the wake of the missionaries. But in each of these lines the Mis

sion was the pioneer.

When the veteran Dr. Bradley attempted to introduce vaccination in

Bangkok he had to hire the first man to submit to the operation , and then

he backed down at the last moment, and man number two had to be found .

But within the past year the king has made vaccination by his Siamese
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:

subjects compulsory, and the cost has been provided for by the Govern

ment. There are now foreign physicians in Bangkok with a good prac

tice. The Government has established a medical college , in charge of a

former missionary and the son of a missionary ; and there are hospitals

and asylums for some of nature's unfortunates. Missionaries reduced the

Siamese language to printed form , prepared grammars and lexicons, have

translated and printed the whole Bible, religious works like “ Pilgrim's

Progress ," “ Peep of Day, " and others, scientific and educational works,

and the first Siamese religious newspaper. They introduced the education

of women , and the scientific education of boys and men. The slumber of

ages has been disturbed . Siamese secular newspapers have been started .

Attempts have been made to electrify the corpse of Buddhist monastic

education and to spiritualize and popularize the teachings of Buddhism .

This is the beginning of the end. The number of actual converts in the

Siam Mission has never been large ; but what was said years ago by a

Siamese nobleman is far truer to -day than then : “ Dr. Bradley has gone ,

but he has undermined Buddhism in Siam . "

In the Laos Mission there have been none of the civilizing adjuncts to

take up the medical , literary, and educational work of the missionaries and

diffuse their influence among the people as a whole. The emphasis in

mission work has necessarily and happily been placed upon the evangeliza

tion of the largest possible number and their training in the Christian

Church. Less of translating has been possible ; but particular stress is

laid upon the training of practical, zealous evangelists. And this scriptural

emphasis has borne its fruit among the simple and hardy Laos people.

Direct evangelistic work has ever been unusually successful. There are

more accessions to the adult membership per minister annually in that

Presbytery of North Laos than in any other, at home or abroad. The

sacraments are administered monthly ; and for more than eight years past

there has not been a sacramental occasion in which there were not new

members received on profession of faith . There are now nearly two thou

sand baptized adults, and more than one thousand baptized members of

their households.

The other lines of missionary activity have been laid under tribute to

the planting and training of the Church. The gratitude of thousands of

people has been obtained through medical work ; and many of them have

found soul -healing. Some portions of the Bible have been translated and

printel. Schools for girls and boys and a training school for evangelists

have been put into successful operation as the principal means of training

the young and the old of the Church. No English is taught, nor is any

special inducement offered to attract the children of the heathen . We

have scarcely teachers sufficient to care for our own people . More than

fifty evangelists, more or less trained in the mission training school, were

last year at work a part of the time, and some of them all the time.

The conditions, being so different in the Laos Mission from those in
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the Siam Mission , the fruits of mission work are necessarily different.

There has been less impress of civilization , education , and culture, more

of spiritual power. There are as yet no government schools, hospitals, or

printing-presses among the Laos ; but there have been more converts to

Christianity. And in all the territory covered by our mission the convic

tion is general among all classes that Christianity is the coming religion .

Almost without exception the heathen concede that Buddhism and demon

worship are doomed . One of the most encouraging fruits of the work is

the spirit of evangelism which animates the Church. Each convert makes

an effort to bring others to Christ. They are reaching out to self -support,

and beyond it to the home mission work among the unevangelized about

them . About thirty villages in one church have recently given up the use

of betel -nut, tobacco and wild tea - immemorial practices in that land , and

perhaps not demonstrably wrong, per se—in order to buy books to dis

tribute among the heathen . They have pledged the salary of two men for

about three months annually to do purely cvangelistic work for them out

side of their own territory .

Having merely glanced at the outlook as determined by the preparatory

and co-operating work of God's providence, and by the work done in the

two missions and the forces set at work in each, it remains to consider

III. THE PROBLEM YET BEFORE vs. In a word, it is the evangelization of

at least eight million people . There are perhaps four million unevangelized

Laos — people speaking and reading that language, but living to the north

and east of the influence of our established work , our brothers and sisters

who have never had an opportunity to accept salvation through Christ. AA

member of the Siam Mission is authority for the statement that there are

at least that many unevangelized Siamese . Appalling as is the thought

of it when standing alone, yet when it is placed alongside the problem of

the evangelization of China to the north or of India to the west, ours is a

simple task and easy .

God's providence clearly indicates God's purpose of its speedy accom

plishment. He has made it possible . It is true that there are hindrances :

prejudice, occasionally persecution, the influence of generations of heathen

ism , and, especially in the field of the Siam Mission , immoralities intro

duced and fostered by foreigners. But when all has been said , it yet re

mains true that we are free from the great obstacles that are found in most

other fields ; the conditions and the means of evangelization are within our

réach. The whole country in both missions is open to the Gospel , and is

virgin soil , except possibly that portion which France has taken. Both

missions have the favor and the assistance of the rulers. Each mission

has a fine plant of zealous workers from America and valuable property.

The labors already accomplished have given to the Laos Mission more than

half a hundred reliable workers, wholly or partly trained as evangelists, as

well as a church that is reaching out to self -support and to evangelistic

work in the regions beyond ; to the Siam Mission fewer workers, but the

a
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whole Bible and by no means a scanty Christian literature. The Siam

Mission has what the Laos Mission lacks — waterways and other means of

travel and transportation . These are the conditions and the means at hand

upon the field .

Fifty thousand dollars for expansion of the work - less by far than the

Cost of single church edifices in many of our large cities -- would send us

the men and women needed to plant a few more stations among the Laos

people that would be educational and evangelistic centres from which the

whole people could be reached by the native workers, and to double the

effort in the Siam Mission to train reliable men and lead them out to all

the people of their land and tongue.

An unparalleled opportunity is here offered for the investment of stew

ardship funds. In the words of another, “ The only discouraging outlook

is the outlook toward America .” Thus far it has been impossible to get

the Church to see her opportunity, feel her responsibility, and do her duty.

One inan now means more than ten men if delayed ten years, for the con

ditions must change. The primitive simplicity of the people will soon be

destroyed by the forces already at work . But if the Church will move at

once and as she ought, before A.D. 1900 every Siamesc and Laos man and

woman shall have heard of the Christ and His salvation.

V.-THIBET

is especially the cynosure of all eyes row, because it seems as though the

esclusion and seclusion of centuries were about to give way. The recent

organization of the Thibetan Pioneer Mission is significant. At last ac

counts Miss Anne Taylor and her brave band had been detained at Darjeel

ing by a new and unforeseen hindrance. Shortly after their arrival there the

Il paty Commissioner of the district called on Miss Taylor and informed her

that the Government would not permit her and her party to enter Thibet. She

thereapon wrote to the Governor-General of India to ask the meaning of the

order, and reminding his excellency that there was nothing in the Sikkim

Thibet treaty , recently concluded, that appeared to warrant the Government

in excluding one class of British subjects more than another ; and drawing

his attention to the case with China, where, in 1842 , the treaty ports were

opened and missionaries had the same liberty of residing in them as had

any other British subject.

Before any reply was received to this letter the Lieutenant -Governor of

Bengal ( Sir Charles Elliott), while taking the chair at the annual meeting

of the Union Church in Darjeeling — at which meeting Miss Taylor and her

party were present - took occasion to refer pointedly to the subject, saying

that the time had not yet come for undertaking missionary operations in

Thitet, and that he was sorry for the disappointment that this must be to

Miss Taylor and her party, but that they must accept the opinion of the

Government in the matter. Miss Taylor thereupon addressed a second let
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glory ."

shattered by the constant strain and suf- there were only 15 ; but by the end of

fering and toil and danger of years 1884 the number had risen to 160.”

in a trying climate, where she has had There are now 407. “ In twenty years,

no society except that of her husband , from 1873, the number of female teach

and has had to give up her children for ers in the same society increased from

years, and yet one seldom hears one 375 to 892."

word about it. The missionary's wife
-Shall women be commissioned to

has the suffering and he gets all the
baptize ? is a question very practical

and very urgent in many parts of the

-Thus are " Christians" instructed Orient, and especially where an entire

to pray in South America , neglected sex is kept secluded in zenanas, abso

continent indeed : “In the name of the lutely beyond the reach of masculine

Most Holy Virgin , give me aid , and she missionaries . Cases are continually oc

will bless you forever ," cries the wretch- curring where evidently penitence and

ed beggar by the roadside. “ I will pray faith and love have entered the heart,

the Holy Mother to succor you in time and there is a readiness to make a pub

of need and to give you a crown of life ," lic confession by receiving this rite, but

says the poor sick woman to whose which only a woman can be allowed to

child a coin is given . To the question, administer.

" What are you thinking of, Augustine ? "
-Miss Agnes G. Hill, of Toledo, O. ,

qnick as a flash comes the answer froma
has recently gone to India as a mission

the bright -eyed little fellow : “ In God
ary , with headqua. ters at Madras, and

and Mary, the Most Holy One." At
to be the first foreigo general secretary

the close of selections in a book of tales

of the Young Women's Christian Asso
for children we read : “ Put your faith ciation .

alvas in Vary , the Holy Virgin , and she

scill save you from your sins." -This good news appears in Woman's

Work for Woman : “ The last of the

--Dr. Paton states that during his re- large girls at Tabriz school, Persia,

ant tours through Great Britain and came into the church April 1st. First

America he was able to collect for vari- Chinese converts at Chiningchow , 5 of

ous funds the snug sum of £ 25,433 them united with the church ; 14 adults

( $ : 27,165).
were baptized in June at Che Hom, two

-Mention was recently made of a days north of Lakawn, Laos ; 4 were

missionary collection at a funeral, and
added to the church at Tungchow ,

now a Teutonic toiler on the Pacific China, in June, and 10 at Curityba,

Coast writes to the Congregational head . Brazil, at the midsummer communion."

quarters : “ Al every celebration of mar . -Since 1887 the gifts of the women

Tiage among our people a collection is of the Southern Baptist churches have

taken for home missions, and a number steadily increased from $ 17,000 until

of times I have had the pleasure to for- they reached $45,139 last year, and the

ward it . ” And the delighted secretary year before, under an impulse from the

aids : " We heartily congratulate our Carey centennial, shot upward to $62,

brother on his entirely original plan, 287.

and cherish the hope that weddings --The Congregational Woman's

may be frequent in his parish . "
Board reports contributions in the

East last year amounting to $ 95,558,
WOMAN'S WORK . and in the interior to about $ 65,000, a

--Rev. A. R. Buckland, in the Sun.
total loss from the year preceding of

dry Magazine,says :" The first unmar. nearly $ 10,000.
ried woman was sent out by the Church -The women of the United Breth

Missionary Society in 1820 ; in 1883 ren Church raised $14,753 last year for
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mediate reinforcement of the Italian tions of the sins of Sydney society, and

troops in Africa is most urgent. It was that the voice of this nineteenth -century

decided todespatch several battalionsof prophet has been heard thundering
troops to Africa without delay. against selfishness, snobbery, swindling,

swilling, slandering, sensuality, Sad
REPORTS FROM SIAM . - News came duceeism , sweepstakesand other sports

from Bangkok , Siam , January 10th ,
that ruin the soul ; and that, along with

these thrilling diatribes, there has been
that a meeting of nobles took place at

the fullest presentation of Jesus as the
the palace the night previous, when a Saviour and helper of men .”

petition was signed requesting the king Next he appears in Calcutta , where

to appoint & crown prince . It was
special services were arranged in Feb

rumored that the son of the second queen month, and to continueforthree weeks.
ruary , beginning with the Bth of that

would be appointed , he being the eldest The plan was to have a large tent on

of the blood royal. He is now in Eng- the maidan , in which the services will

land, receiving his education.
be held . The pastors of the English

churches in the city invited him . It

As TO THE ARMENIAN MASSACRES, will be a rich treat to missionaries and

on January 11th, the Speaker of the
others to hear the original and quicken

ing expositions and illustrations of this

House of Commons published in Lon- Scottish Spurgeon.

don a letter from a correspondent in

Constantinople, who claims to have seen CHINA . — The presentation of the copy

the reports from the consuls in Vau, of the New Testament to the Empress

Erzeroum , Sivas, and Diarkebir, and Dowager by the Christian women of

they confirm the most horrible accounts the empire has been followed by an

already received . He adds : order from the Emperor for a copy of

“ Concurrent reports came from both the Old and New Testaments. The

Catholic and Protestant missionaries Bible has at least gained an entrance into

in the Sassoun district. The troops the palace ; may this not be the means

called out against the Armenians have
of the Word of God gaining an entrance

returned from the scenes of conflict to

permanent quarters. They boast of
into the heart of the heathen emperor ?

their deeds publicly. Their statements A personal note from a friend in

have been forwarded to Constantinople. Shanghai says the Society for the Diffu

One soldier declared that with his own
sion of Christian and General Knowl.

hand he ripped up twenty married

women . Another boasted that hetook edge among the Chinese is beginning to

part in a massacre in a church , andthat make an impression on the upper classes

the blood flowed in a large stream from of China . A few weeks ago the Vice

the door. The soldiers believe that the

Sultan ordered the massacre, and ap roy of Central China, Chang Chih Tung,

proves of it. ” sent a donation of 1000 taels to help in

Meanwhile it is rumored that the Porte this work, which equals about 1500

is considering administrative refornis to Mexican dollars.

be introduced in all the provinces con

cerned in the recent massacre ; among

them , the recruiting of the gendarmerie
THE TWENTY -SEVENTH ANNUAL

from the Christian as well as the Mus- MEETING of the Woman's Board of

sulman population, the appointment of Missions was held in Boston, January

& Mussulman governor for the first
16th, and the programme was brilliant

three -year term and Christian gov.

ernors for all subsequent terms, which
with talent. Miss Abbie B. Child pre

would be five years each . sented the report of the Home Depart

ment ; Miss Ellen Caruth , the report of

JOHN MCNEIL, THE EVANGELIST,
the treasury ; Mrs. E. E. Strong, the

has been in Sydney, New South Wales.
survey of missions in European , Cen

Of his visit, a correspondent in the Syd- tral, and Eastern Turkey, and the

ney Presbyterian says :
Marathi Mission , India ; Mrs. John 0.

" It is a matter of profound thank

fulness that Mr. McNeill has been able
Means, the missions in Western Tur.

to attract audiences of such dimensions key, Mexico, Austria , and the Madura

to listen to the most scathing denuncia- Mission in India ; Miss Lucy M. Fay,
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Stifler, etc. , are doing most efficient ser. The death of the beloved Maris A.

vice. The voice of Dr. A. J. Gordon West, in London , June 28th, 1894,

will be sadly missed, than whom no should some time since have been no

teacher of our day was more widely ac- ticed here, as also of Rev. Samuel

ceptable and useful. It is very remark . Mateer, of Travancore, an article from

able that wherever the Word of God is whose pen appears in this issue.

devoutly studied the spirit of missions

is invariably quickened. Pastors could
Miss Evelyn Russell (sister of Grace

do no better than have one of Mr. Need

Russell, of Oroomiah, Persia) , married

ham's three days' conferences in their
four years ago to Mr. Cruikshank , a

churchesfor quickening of spiritual missionary under the Christian Alliance,

power. He may be addressed at East had entered with him upon their new

Northfield, Mass.
field . Two little ones had been born to

these parents ; and, while the mother

Two young missionaries, braving the lay ill , the father, who had gone to the

weather, sailed for Europe on the Cir. country for his health , returned and

cassia last month, to labor in a section suddenly died . He was buried in the

of the Dark Continent as yet practi- little English burying -ground on Mount

cally unvisited by foreign missionaries. Zion . The English and American flags

The men are D. M. Reoch , until re- were at half -mast in Jerusalem. The

cently a student in the Union Theo- Rev. Edwin Wallace, the American

logical Seminary, and Sidney V. Whitte . Consul, held a short service in the

more, a son of Mrs. L. M. Whittemore, home of Mr. Cruikshank, and the Rev.

founder of the Door of Hope , an insti- A. H. Kelbe, of the London Jewish So

tution for women. Mr. Reoch had ciety , committed the body to the grave.

been employed in a commercial news

paper office in this city . He had a
The sudden death of Mrs. Benjamin

good business position, but two years Douglass, of Santa Barbara, the for

ago he was led to give it up in a resolve
mer President of the Board of the

to devote the remainder of his life to
Northwest, has brought great sorrow to

missionary work in a foreign field .
the friends of missions in the North

west and Pacific Coast . Her work

Our obituary notices for this month among the Chinese in Santa Barbara

must include Rev. Stanley K. Phraner
will long be remembered. Upon her

(youngest son of Rev. Wilson Phraner, arrival in California, she at once identi

D.D. , who was for many years Pres
fied herself with the Occidental Board ,

byterian pastor at Sing Sing, N. Y. ) ; and was one of its officers when she

he died at Singapore, China, December
was called higher. She was one of the

15th, 1894. This beloved son was born
ablest and most devoted of all the mis

in 1860 ; was graduated from Prince- sionary-spirited women of this country,

ton Seminary in 1887, ordained in 1890,
and a sister - in - law of Mrs. Z. Chandler,

and went to Siam , 1891 , to labor in
of Detroit, the widow of the former

Cheung Mai , Laos Country, Northern senator from Michigan and Cabinet

Siam. He was so deeply interested in
officer.

his work , that , although for some time

in ill health , he kept at his post until Another sudden death , that of the be

ordered home by his physician . He loved Rev. W. Gibson , of Paris, France ,

was on his way with his family , and has much embarrassed the work he so

had reached Singapore, when death much loved , for his own personal efforts

overtook him - a very sad blow to the raised annually some $ 5000. Just as the

afflicted family and his venerable and mission was entering upon an en larged

beloved father, work this amount is thus cut off from
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SOME HINDRANCES AND HELPS IN EVANGELIZING LAOS

LAND .

The great hindrances to the spread of the Gospel and the conversion of

men are the same in all ages and all lands. “ The natural man receiveth

not the things of the Spirit of God ; neither can he know them , because

they are spiritually discerned." “ And men loved darkness rather than

light, because their deeds were evil.” “ The God of this world hath blind

ed the eyes of them that believe not, lest the light of the glorious Gospel

of Christ should shine unto them . " These statements are as true now as

when Jesus and Paul uttered them, and in them are still to be found the

chief obstacles to the triumph of the Gospel. Not caste and the slave.

trade, but the evil heart of unbelief departing from the living God ; not

Buddha or Confucius or Mohammed, but Satan, the enemy of God and

man — this is still the Jebus that holds out against the Son of David , this

still the Goliath whom He must meet and slay. And as the most obsti

nate difficulties, so the highest encouragements of the mission enterprise

are the same to -day as at the beginning. It was the truest missionary in

stinct that led Judson, when some one wrote to him inquiring what were

the prospects for the evangelization of Burmah, to reply, “ Bright as the

promises of God.” The cause of missions will always be at its best when

the “ Go ye" and the “Lo, I am with you always" of Christ outbulks

and outweighs every other encouragement in the esteem of its supporters.

But while all this is true, it is true too that each field presents difficulties

on the one hand, and sources of encouragement on the other, which are to

some extent peculiar to itself. In these, not in geographical situation or

climate or productions, lie the true differentia of mission lands ; and of

these we must have some right conception if we are to enter into intelli

gent and prayerful sympathy with missionaries, and not simply to feel a

vague interest in missions. The writer hopes, therefore , that it may be to

the purpose if in this month of May, when so many prayers will be put up

for Siam and Laos, he speaks of “ Some Hindrances and Helps in Evan

gelizing Laos Land."



322 [ MaySOME HINDRANCES
AND HELPS IN EVANGELIZING

LAOS LAND .

a

HINDRANCES.

1. Power of Custom . - And, first, let him advert to the power of cus

tom among the Laos as a hindrance to the progress of Christianity. If

the world were to be divided as we sometimes divide the churches in our

own land, into conservatives and radicals, the Orient would be set against

the Occident. Custom has power in the West, it is true ; on the other

hand , old fashioned " is more often than not a term of reproach , and the

love of novelty is so great that the mere fact that a thing has long been

done in a certain way is counted by many a sufficient reason for beginning

to do it in some other fashion . The temper of the Orient is the opposite ;

there the customary is the sacred ; the thing that hath been is that which

shall be , and also the thing that ought to be . And in this respect the

Laos are true Orientals. It is some time before the missionary can realize
the force which this matter of custom exerts among them. He goes into a

wayside temple ; he seeks out the head priest and courteously salutes him ;

he is invited to seat himself upon the mat that is spread for him , and

pillow for his elbow , a jar of cool water and a cup , and a tray of the

inevitable betel-nut are provided for his comfort and refreshment. After

a few commonplaces on either side the real business of the hour is taken

up, and that all the more eagerly because the presence of the foreign

teacher has drawn every member of the monastery , every casual loiterer in

the temple grounds, perhaps even a score or more of persons from the vil

lage , into earshot of the conversation. “ Your reverence,” begins the mis

sionary, " is a religious man ; are you acquainted with thatwhich is called

the religion of the Lord Jesus ?” The answer will probably be this :

“ Noble doctor, we have heard of this religion of the Lord Jesus, but we

do not understand clearly what it is. " This the missionary feels is the

very opportunity for which he has prepared himself. He has thought out

his statement of Christianity ; he has chosen his illustrations with great

care ; not only the terms he will employ, but the very tone and manner

he will use ; as not in the way of harsh and initiating polemic, but in that

of calm but earnest reasoned appeal to heart and conscience , he sets the

new system from heaven before the minds of those who know only the old
that is of men. There is much to encourage him as he proceeds ; there is

earnest attention ; the head priest interrupts now and then to ask a well

chosen question ; not infrequently an anditor ejaculates under his breath
that what the teacher says is true . The missionary ceases speaking, and

awaits the reply of his fellow -teacher in the yellow robe . What will he

pitch upon as the weak point in the argument ? What will be the line of

bis attack ? Listen : “ Noble doctor , what you say is good ; truly you

speak to our hearts ; but, baw pen heet paw , hoy maa” (these are not the

footsteps of our fathers and mothers). Missa est ! The assembly is dis,

missed. The old priest's answer is conclusive to everybody except the

missionary, and he departs wondering if it can really be that an argument

80 stanch has gone to pieces on a rock so small,
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2. Worship of Evil Spirits.- While Siam is called and is a Buddhist

country, yet along with Buddhism there flourishes everywhere, and espe

cially among the Laos tribes, the worship of spirits. You may call them

ghosts, demons, devils, genii, sprites, elves, or fairies. If you listen to the

talk of the people you will at first think that now one and now another of

these is what is meant by the ever- recurring word phee ; but you will come

at last to the sad conclusion that if you are to find an equivalent in English,

it must be something not very different from “ evil spirit.” For whether

the phee in question be thought of as the soul of a dead man , or the presid.

ing genius of a family, or the invisible guardian of some brook or cave, or

the inferior deity who has special charge of some natural phenomena like

rain or thunder, or some event in human life, such as the weaning of a

child or the marriage of a maiden, it may become at any moment and on

the slightest provocation a malignant foe. And therefore one of the main

anxieties of a Laos man or woman is to keep on friendly terms with

these invisible powers. It is only by degrees that the foreigner can

come to understand how large a part of life this is for the people about

him ; for this devil cult has no temples and no priests except as every

house, from the carved and gilded palace of the Lord of Life” to the

thatch -roofed bamboo cottage of his humblest subject , is such a temple , and

every man and every woman a priest or priestess of this worship. Go where

you will and when you will , in city or country , by river, through forest, to

the caves of the mountains, across the smiling rice fields, in wet season or

dry, at rice planting or harvest, at birth or death , at wedding or funeral,

when contracts are signed, when houses are built, when journeys are

undertaken , when sickness or storm or drouth befalls, and you will find in

charm and spell and offering the tokens of the sway of this dark supersti

tion as to the presence and activity of spirits. And just in that word

superstition lies one chief element of the power of spirit worship as a hin

drance to the acceptance of the Gospel. It is not merely that for a Laos

man to change his religion will surely offend the spirits of his ancestors

and provoke the enmity of all those demons who have in the past been

pleased by his worship ; it is not merely that the heart in which the mis

sionary sows the seed of God's Word is already preoccupied with a rank

growth of weeds ; but it is the peculiar character of this religion as a

superstition which constitutes it an obstacle to the truth . An historical

religion can be attacked in its history ; a philosophical religion can be at

tacked in its philosophy ; but how shall we attack a superstition ? It is

fighting with a ghost. We cut it in twain only to find that the impalpable

substance of which it is made up closes behind the blade and suffers no

harm . Not based on reason or fact, a superstition like this refuses to

yield to reason or fact. And superstition embrutes men's minds ; it teaches

them to count fact and fancy , truth and falsehood as of equal worth , and

at last makes them incompetent to distinguish the one from the other .

Much of what is believed by the people is so absurd that even they them
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selves, when the sun shines and all goes well with them , will make jokes

about the spirits somewhat as the children of America do about the

“ brownies ; " ' but let the night fall , let misfortune overtake them , and all

doubts vanish. Ignorant of the laws of nature, knowing nothing of Provi

dence, rebelling unconsciously against the Buddhist dogma that the expe

riences of this life are the resultant of conduct in some previous state of

existence, the Laos finds in the activity of these spirits his easiest explana

tion of all the ills that overtake him . And thus this belief and worship

roots itself in every event and relation of his life , and constitutes, like the

idolatry prevalent in the Roman world in the first century , at once one

chief difficulty in the way of his accepting the Gospel, and when he has

accepted it, one chief source of temptation to apostasy.

3. Buddhism . - Buddhism is in Siam and Laos the most obtrusive of

all facts. The missionary, as he enters the mouth of the Meinam , gets at

the same moment his first sight of the red flag with the white elephant

flying over a frowning fort, and of the glittering roof and spires of a Bud

dhist temple ; and every day he spends in the land through whose gate his

steamer is passing will teach him inore clearly the significance of the

scene that lies before him. And, first of all , Buddhism bars the way to

the entrance of the Gospel into men's hearts because it is a religion of

self -righteousness. Buddhism has three keywords — misery, transmigra

tion , merit—and the greatest of these, the one most often uttered , is merit.

Existence is essentially wretched , but there is no escape from it ; nothing

can stop the endless revolution of the wheel of birth and death ; all that

can be done is to make future existence less wretched than the present ;

and this can be accomplished only by personal merit. What we are is

the result of what we have done, and what we shall be depends upon what

we are doing now—this is the short creed of the Buddhist. There lies

before the writer some rough memoranda of a conversation with a bro

ther of the King of Siam . Ile had read the Bible, he said, in English

and in Siamese , and always kept it by him . He admired much that was in

it ; he believed Christ to have been a good , wise , far -seeing man , and a

great teacher, though not divine ; he regarded Christianity and Buddhism

as far superior to Mohammedanism , because the former appeal , as the lat

ter does not, to directly religious motives ; but there was one thing in

Christianity that he could never be brought to believe—it is that there can

be any way of
escape from the consequences of our own actions .

can be no Saviour,” said he, “ except as every man can save himself by

doing good deeds. If any man can believe Christianity, he will no doubt

be happy . I would be glad if I could believe it myself ; but I and all the

higher classes of Siam hold firmly to the belief that every man must re

ceive according to his deeds. We cannot believe that God can be bribed

to release any one from his responsibility.” And in deference to this

conviction the Siamese have made a vast investment in what they regard

as works of merit. They have covered their land with temples and pagodas

" There
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and images of Buddha. More than half the men in the kingdom have

spent some years at least in the priesthood. Not a household but has fur

nished one or more sons to the monastery ; not a woman but contributes

to the daily support of the priests, and spends her treasured coins for gold

leaf to make the idols splendid. It has not been enough to supply cities

and villages with temples more plentifully than those of our own land are

with churches ; the very hilltops must be crowned with pagodas and splen

did flights of stairs built to make access to them easy ; the caverns of the

mountains must be sought out and turned into temples for Lord Gautama.

No nation under heaven can better than these Siamese Buddhists sympa.

thize with Paul as he catalogues his grounds of confidence in the flesh, and

his works of righteousness which he had done ; and none knows better

what it costs to say with him , what every one must say who becomes a

Christian , “ But what things were gain to me, these I counted loss for

Christ. "

HELPs.

а

1. Religious Toleration.-- Butover against these hindrances to the prog

ress of missions in Siam and Laos there are some helps that do not exist, or

do not exist to the same extent, in other fields. And, first, there is entire re

ligious toleration, and that by law. The very prince whose views were quoted

above began the interview in which he gave utterance to them by inform

ing his missionary callers that he had just returned from a visit to Lakawn,

a principal city of the Laos provinces, and that while there he had pur

chased and now wished to present to the mission a site for a mission station

in that place . The same man afterward paid to the writer as mission treas

urer the sum of two thousand rupees, a gift from his royal brother for the

purpose of erecting a dispensary in this same city of Lakawn ; and it was

just this encouragement and help from the highest in the land that led to

the establishment there of what has since become a flourishing station ,

with churches, schools, and hospital. And this only illustrates what for

many years has been the attitude of the ruling classes toward the efforts of

the missionaries on their educational and medical sides. There are few

incidents of modern missions that more strikingly exhibit the providential

guidance of God than the oft-told story which reveals to us the fountain

head of this tolerance in the influence of a missionary over the future King

of Siam , then a refugee in a Buddhist monastery from the hatred of a

usurper. It is because in 1845 Rev. Jesse Caswell became tutor to Prince

Chow Ta Mongkut, that from the time of the latter's accession to the

throne, six years later, the missionaries have enjoyed increasing liberty

to preach and teach, acquire property, open schools and hospitals, and

make converts. The one serious exception occurred in 1869, when the

then King of Chieng Mai (the most important of the Laos provinces) put

two native Christians to death . But the persecutor's hand was stayed by

his own death, and in 1878 the King of Siam issued his proclamation of

>
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religious liberty for the Laos States, and to -day the missionaries are as

free to prosecute their work as ministers are at home.

2. Position of Woman . - Along with religious toleration, the position

of woman in Siam , and particularly Laos, deserves to be mentioned as one

of the conditions favorable to the success of missions. There is perhaps

no heathen land where women occupy a better position than in the Laos

States. Monogamy is the rule among the common people. There are no

harems or zenanas. The women wear no veils. They are to be seen

everywhere—at their homes, on the streets, in the fields, keeping stalls in

the markets, worshipping at the temples. The missionary may address

them as freely as he does their husbands, sons , and brothers. Though

Buddhism makes no provision for the education of girls, no prejudice is

felt against allowing them to attend mission schools, and the Church in

Chieng Mai has more than once availed itself of the talents of her native

Phæbes and Priscillas, sending them out two and two into the villages to

teach the women and children especially, but the men too as they had op

portunity .

3. Spirit-worship Driving People to Christ . — Buddhism has its weak

points ; it has even rendered some services to Christianity. Its false cos

mogony is easily shown to be false ; it was the prediction by Dr. McGilvary

of the exact day and hour of a coming eclipse that attracted the attention

of the man who became the first convert of the Laos mission . The monas

teries and temple schools have made the men a nation of readers, into

whose hands Christian books may be put . The burden of maintaining the

great hosts of priests in idleness, coupled with the dissolute lives led by

some of them , has here and there disgusted a community with the ancient

faith. The elaborate system of merit making fails to satisfy the con

sciences of the really earnest ; the vanishing prospect of some time attain

ing in Nirvana escape from the weary round of birth and death sometimes

appears as mere heartless mockery ; and thus a man here and a woman there

is prepared to welcome the proclamation of a Saviour, and eternal life

through Him . And yet, when abatement has been made for all these

things, Buddhism must still be pronounced one of Satan's masterpieces

for deluding men's souls. But the writer is inclined to raise the question

whether in spirit worship , as in the phenomenon of possession by demons

in the days of our Lord , the wily Prince of Darkness has not overreached

himself. For the worship of evil spirits is wholly a religion of fear. It

brings no salve to the conscience ; it makes no ground for self-righteous

ness ; it offers no hope for the future, not even such hope as Buddhism

gives. “ What do you do when any one dies ?” the writer once asked of

a group of Moo Surs, a mountain tribe whose only religion is spirit wor

ship. We and put him in the ground ,” was the answer. This faith

contains no single element of hope or comfort for this life or the life to

Incantations, charms, offerings, pilgrimages serve but one end

they make the spirits propitious for the moment, and that is all . We

66
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them a way

have heard our grandparents talk of a dark day," when the sun seemed

to shine through an inky haze . Every day is a dark day for the adherents

of this superstition . They live under a pall of dread , and he who offers

of
escape from this bondage is likely to have earnest listeners.

Think what the Christian doctrine of God's providential care must be to

such . And, as matter of fact, a large number of those who make up the

Laos church have been driven to the missionaries by this very superstition.

For in Siam , as everywhere, belief in spirits leads to belief in witches .

The Laos man whose child has become suddenly ill , or whose buffalo has

fallen into a pit, has a short and easy method of reasoning. * This has

befallen me because the spirits are angry with me. But why should the

spirits be angry with me, who have taken such pains to appease them ?

Must not some witch have set them upon me ?" And who is the witch ?

Alas for his enemy, if he has one ! Alas for his neighbors, if he has

no enemy ! For his suspicion of witchcraft once aroused will soon light on

some hint of the witch, and forthwith the accusation is uttered .

of the village elders is impanelled to hear his complaint ; but the jury is

as superstitious as the plaintiff, and the verdict will generally be guilty.

And what will be the penalty incurred by the innocent victim of this ac

cusation ? He will be driven from the village, his house will be pulled

down, his garden rooted up. And where shall he go ? There are cities

in Laos land wholly inhabited by such supposed witches, who have been

herded together as though they were lepers. But some hundreds at least

have gone to the missionaries for help . They have heard that the mis

sionaries are not afraid of spirits ; at any rate , the missionaries are foreign

ers, and a refuge may be found with them ; and so they have come under

the power of Gospel truth, and found Him who was manifested to destroy

the works of the devil.

A jury

THE NEGRO AS A MISSIONARY . *

BY THE REV. J. R. BRIDGES, SALEM, VA .

William H. Sheppard, the subject of this sketch , was born in 1865 at

Waynesborough, Va. He grew up after the manner of his race , not much

cumbered by cares or clothes. A pious lady said to him when a boy,

“ I have been praying that God may make you a Christian and send you

to Africa. ” This boy is now a man who, after a strange experience in

Africa, has been speaking to crowded houses, capturing all by his elo

quence, fund of humor, and histrionic qualities. At the age of sixteen

years he studied for four years at Hampton, Va. , and then spent three

years at the Colored Theological Seminary at Tuscaloosa, Ala . , under the>

The following is a brief sketch of a most remarkable colored man, who spent some time speak

ing through the South , and at the last meeting of the Synod of Virginia received a most enthusiastic

hearing.
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III.-FIELD OF MONTHLY SURVEY.

BY D. L. PIERSON ,

*

Siam and Laos, * Malaysia ,t Buddhism , # Lepers,$

THE LAND OF THE WHITE ELEPHANT. lation of the country is estimated at

BY THE EDITOR - IN -CHIEF .
about 6,000,000, largely interspersed

with Chinese. The people are not tall,

Siam has been , in comparison with
are inclined to fatness, with faces broad

India and China , unknown to modern
and flat, with small noses and wide

civilization . Commerce found little

mouths, and they wear a stolid and sul

tbere to attract trade, and, until within
len aspect. The type of race is modi

the past quarter century , there has been
fied Mongolian, mixed with Chinese and

but little literature which treated of
Burmese. In the extreme south the

that Malayan peninsula ; and, as to the
inhabitants are quite distinct and have

Laos country, it was even more a part
migrated from Sumatra ; they are Mos .

of the great unknown .
lem in religion , and politically indepen

Siam is about 1000 miles long, and at
dent of Siam, under rajahs or sultans.

its widest less than one third of that
Education is at its lowest level among

measurement. In the north are great
the Siamese, and woman is wholly un.

mountain districts, rich in fauna and
taught, though her domestic estate is

flora, streams and waterfalls ; and the
much above the average condition of

lowlands produce ample rice crops, the
women in the Orient, and notably in

main dependence of the people . Three
India ; but, when education is brought

principal rivers constitute its river sys
to bear upon these people, they prove

tem , the Menam , the “ mother of wa
by no means lacking in native ability.

tors, " being the great highway of inter
A curious custom is inseparable from

course and the stream on whose banks

the exercise of hospitality. The areca
Bangkok, the capital, the Asiatic Ven

nut is mixed with lime and certain other

ice , stands - or, as we might say, floats
ingredients, a compound which not

so large is the proportion of inhabitants
only blackens, but rapidly destroys the

living upon its water streets.
teeth , and yet this mixture is chewed

Most of the travel is by boats, but in
by both men and women, and the richer

cases where they are not available, by
class serve it in gold boxes.

elephants, which carry a saddle shaped
The government is an absolute mon

like a sawbuck .
archy, and it is not long since the hon .

Bangkok has a population verging
ors paid to the Siamese king were al

on half a million ; and the whole popu .
most Divine. There is no hereditary

* See also pp . 8 (Jannary ), 219 (March ), and nobility , and the king himself is elected

321 (present issue ). Literature : “ Historical by certain officers. Some sixty small

Sketches of Presbyterian Missions ;” “ Siam

provinces have each a ruler, all subject
and Laos as Seen by American Missionaries ;"

to the king.
“ Siam , " Mary L. Cort ; “ The Land of the The late king and his

White Elephant," F. Vincent. successor, Chulalangkorn, have proved

+ “ India and Malaysia , " J. M. Thoburn , very able, educated, and enlightened

D.D.; “ A Winter in India and Malaysia ," monarchs, who abolished the cus
M. V. B. Knox , D.D.

tom of bowing like beasts
# “The Light of Asia and the Light of the

World , " S. H. Kellogg. D.D.; " Short Chapters
fours ,” and bade their courtiers stand

on Buddhism ," J. H. Titcomb ; "“ Buddhism ,' before them like men. From the acces

Rhys Davids ; " Buddhism ," Sir Monier Will
sion of Maha-Mong -Kut, in 1851, there

ains .
has been more contact with the outside

& See p. 358 (present issue ). " The Lepers of

Our Indian Empire , " W. C. Bailey ; “ Work world and more real progress than for

Among Lepers . " centuries before .

а

on all
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FIELD ON MONTILI SURVEY .

Missionary operations have never been ever opened in this country. Among

vigorously carried forward , owing to the first fifteen scholars three were

the paucity of laborers. The country equal to the boys in the acquirement of
daughters of thenobility, and all proved

is open in a remarkable degree, but the knowledge, so the school proved a suc

whole missionary force in Siam and the cess, and other natives were induced to

Laos country does not exceed thirty
send their children also . One of the

four, including women and the medical
Laos princes called to see the school.

He had on a coat , pants, and hat, but

force (excluding wives of missionaries ). was in his bare fect. The people are

The missionaries of the American very much darker colored than the

Board sent out in 1831 and 1832 were Chinese, but have the same straight

afterward removed to China. Since
black hair. They cut it short, and

comb it à la mode parted in the middle

1847 the entire native population have --men and women all the same. The

been under caro of the Presbyterians of priests shave their heads, and wear san .

North America. But the whole of the
dals. Their garments are all made of

yellow cloth . It is the sacred as well
New Testament and part of the old ,

as royal color. There are thousands of

with a beginning in Christian literature, the lazy vagabonds supported by beg.

were the fruit of one decade of years, ging. They make a very good living,

and now the whole Bible is accessible
however, as no one is allowed to refuse

them what they ask , somewhat after
to all who read Siamese. The “ Pil

the style of certain priests in America.

grim's Progress ” was among the early They are all servants of the idol god

products of a Christian press, which has Buddha, and at death expect to enter

proved a grand instrument of evangeli
upon an eternal sleep. They live alone

in monasteries upon the temple grounds.
zation and education. Parts of the Bi

“ At a certain season the king cele

ble have also now been translated into brates worship and gives gifts to the

the Laos dialect . For seven successive priests. He visits the temples for nine

years the accessions to the Church in days. At such time he may be seen in

his royal barge upon the river. His
the Laos country were constantly grow. boat, over 150 feet long , with 84 row .

ing , from 110 in 1887 to 303 in 1893. ers, all dressed in uniform , and keeping

The mother church at Chieng Mai, after perfect time with their paddles. The

boat is beautiful, beginning with a

sending out eight colonies, has an adult
bird's head and ending with a fish's

membership of over 700. tail, all covered with gilt and Siamese

From 1847 to 1851 all mission effort carving. There were banners of crim

was hampered by the hostility of the son and gold , and tassels of Yak hair .

The king sat in state uuder a small can .
king ; on his sudden death , and the

opy near the centre of the boat, and
election of Maha -Mong-Kut, who had was almosthidden by curtains of cloth

studied with an American missionary, of gold . We saw him plainly when

and proved a catholic-spirited Sov
he passed from his barge to the temple

under his glittering golden umbrella.
ereign, the work began to take root,

He was dressed in shining raiment and

though it was thirteen years before the sparklingwith jewels , but had left his

first convert, Nai Chune, yielded to crown at home, as it is far too heavy to

Christ ; and the simple faith of the na
wear with any degree of comfort. I

never saw a more imposing procession.
tive Christians has given much hope to

There were perhaps a thousand boats

the missionaries. upon the river ; eighty of them , filled

The effort was early made to raise with princes, nobles, officers of rank ,

up a native ministry and to establish
soldiers, priests, etc. , with their ser

vants, were counted as his special es

schools for girls, as well as boys, to cort. The whole ceremony was for the

whom native custom had confined these perpetuation of Buddhism and the wor

advantages.
ship of idols. The people, however,

A well-known traveller writes :
worshipped the king as though he, too,

were a god. There was music and

“Rev. Dr. Samuel R. House and his shouting, and on either side of the river,

wife were at one time the oldest Pres. in the floating houses, there were altars

byterian missionaries in Siam , and had erected and tapers burning, while the

under their care the first girls' school people clasped their hands and bowed
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themselves as the king in his glory to earth in form of white elephant,

passed by. " birth , etc. , and ending with his funeral

In the following paragraphs little pile and miraculous consumption.

else is attempted than to make a few The doctrines of Buddhism :

brief notes on the condition of the land 1. Vacuity, unreality , illusiveness of

and people, and to give short extracts nature.

from competent authorities. 2. This nihilism levels all barriers of

Polygamy prevails to a fearful extent, caste, nation , etc.

with the inevitable degradation of 3. Final object, Nirvana , or deliver

woman . ance from pain and illusion. Rotation

Half a century ago all foreigners were of metempsychosis then being broken,

excluded , but now all Christian coun- the soul is not born again ; even desire

tries enjoy treaty rights. The present of existence lost .

king subscribes liberally to educational 4. Its four great truths are : Pain, its

and missionary enterprises. origin , its annihilation , and the way

Dr. Dean organized in Siam the first to such extinction .

church of Chinese Christians in all Asia . Buddha actually sways the people of

The first zenana teaching ever at- Siam . Its sacred fanes are among the

tempted in the East was by missionary costliest in the Orient. One is esti

women in 1851, among the thirty wives mated at $800,000 and has 900 images

and royal sisters of the king of Siam. of Buddha, one of which is 150 feet

Buddhism is a most obstinate foe to long and is inlaid with pearl and over

Gospel conquest. It is a State religion , laid with gold. The sacred literature

and conversion is virtually treason. No in the Pali is written on slips of palm

man can hold office till after three leaf, and the four hundred principal

months in the priesthood . While this works embrace 4000 volumes.

is the nominal attitude of the govern- “ Buddhism is evidently losing its

ment toward foreign faiths, as a matter hold upon the minds of young Siamese.

of fact no Oriental government has Indeed , many of the older nobility, such

made a closer approximation to a catho- as the Regent and others, are said to

lic toleration. have but little faith in it , but are

As to Buddhism , it is a very subtle obliged to keep up appearances to some

system . It is so complex and philo- degree. The majority of the common

sophical, that it has taxed the greatest people, and the women of all classes, arc

minds to explore and represent it. It still firm in the faith and constant in

is a mixture of apparent absurdity with their works of merit ; but there is un

exalted ethical teaching. The most questionably a coldness in certain quar

satisfactory work I have seen upon ters . The present king, before assum

Buddhism is Sir Monier Williams's su- ing the reins of government, according

perb volume, one of the series of Duff to custom , spent some time in the

missionary lectures. priesthood. This, it is said , he would

Buddhism is the religion of the fol- gladly have avoided , had not the custom

lowers of Fo, whose tenets, introduced been so inexorable, and the prejudice

about A.D. 66, are called after Buddha in its favor so strong.

(to know - intelligence). The son of the Minister of Foreign Af.

Buddhists hold that countless Bud. fairs spent four years in England , part

dhas have appeared to save the world, of the time at Oxford . He was there,

among them one in the present period however, without any proper person to

-Damely, Sakyamuni, or St. Sakya, direct his studies or control him, and

held by some to be the ninth incarna- after spending a mint of money for his

tion of Vishnu. His legendary history father returned , talking fuently upon

is in twelve sections, beginning with horse -racing, dog-fighting, dancing,

his being in the fourth heaven, descent theatres, operas, and all plays and
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sports ; but his knowledge of the sci- than anything else. These calculations

ences appeared to be small . He pro- are printed at the royal press, and pub

fessed to have lost his faith in Bud. lished under the king's seal a short

dhism , without having adopted any. time before the opening of the new

thing better, and was averse to entering year. ”

the priesthood. His father was indif . Buddhism has no place for atone

ferent upon the subject, but his grand- ment , acknowledges no creator ; the

mother was determined that he should souls of men are ancestors'; all birds and

follow the ancient custom . She said beasts represent souls of departed rela

he was her favorite, and all her earthly tives.

goods were laid up for him ; she accord- The white elephant is said to represent

ingly betook herself to weeping, day some king or hero. Death may usher

and night, until the young man was the soul into the body of a white ant or

obliged to relent. Usually the shortest elephant.

time that any one can spend in the priest- All males enter the priesthood for a

hood is three months. He agreed to time, and live as celibates .

enter the priesthood for three days ; but The Siamese believe in acts of merit,

stipulated that, contrary to the custom and seek to accumulate them.

of the priesthood , he should have his The darkness of the future is terrible,

regular meals in the evening, with claret. according to the confession of an aged

It is also reported that many of the ris- priest himself, who with all his virtues

ing nobility have relinquished Bud- and austerities could see only a blank

dhism . It is to be feared , however , despair ahead .

that infidelity will succeed . The great Nirvana seems to be a condition in

preponderance of European influence, which all attributes or quality, all de.

outside of the missionaries, is in that sire or emotion , or action or sense, is

direction . gone. Buddhists maintain that a soul

“ Phja Krasap, a nobleman of rank so sublimated exists, though everything

and superintendent of the royal mint, that can be predicated of a soul has

was at one time the only man in the passed away . One is reminded of an

kingdom who had any scientific knowl. illustration which a Western college

edge worth naming. He was also a professor once gave of transcendental

philosopher of some ability, and has ism , when pointing to a sand -bank full

been denominated the Chunder Sen of of swallow -holes, he said , “ Imagine

Siam. He discarded Buddhism as at that bank all washed away, and the

present taught and practised , and be . swallow -holes still remaining , and you

lieved in a Supreme Being , who pos- have transcendentalism . "

sesses a kind of personality and is capa- The thing that is plausible in Bud

ble of hearing and answering prayer. dhism is its ideal , not its practical mo

That Supreme Being he combined with rality. The Buddhist decalogue is in

the correlation of forces, or rather made most respects commendable, and so far

that the instrument of the Supreme resembles that given by Moses at an

Being in carrying out his designs, and earlier date, that one naturally queries

claimed to find this belief revealed in whether the wonderful spread of the

the Buddhist Scriptures. But few of truth in Daniel's time did not reach

the Siamese know anything about the India , and give to Daniel's contem

Copernican system. The Brahman as- porary, Gautama, some his principal

trologers calculate the eclipses with ideas. The Decalogue, according to

tolerable accuracy , and give the time Rev. N. A. McDonald's work on Siam,

when the sun in his apparent course in is as follows :

the heavens reaches the equinoctial and I. From the meanest insect up to

solstitial points. This is done more in man , thou shalt kill no animal what

reference to the times of their festivals ever.

)
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II. Thou shalt not steal. “ 4. The way to the suspension of suf

III. Thou shalt not violate the wife fering : By the eightfold noble path

of another nor his concubine.
Right belief, right resolution , right

IV. Thou shalt speak no word that ideals, right thoughts, right memory ,
speech, right deeds, right life, right

is false. rightmeditation .

V. Thou shalt not drink wine nor " The last of these clauses is the foun

dation of Buddhist ethics. Evidently
anything that may intoxicate .

ethical law here is not founded upon

VI. Thou shalt avoid all anger, ha- the dictates of a higher power, nor is

tred , and bitter language. there anywhere the suggestion of a law

VII . Thou shalt not indulge in idle or of universal harmony,or necessity, by

which the individual is led forcibly to
vain talk .

follow a line of conduct which suits

VIII. Thou shalt not covet thy neigh- the universe . The difference between

bor's goods. good and evil conduct, roughly stated ,

IX. Thou shalt not harbor envy , nor is the effect upon the individual him .

self. Good conduct in a small way

pride, nor malice, nor revenge, nor the produces relative happiness inlife,and

desire of thy neighbor's death or mis- advance of station in the round of ex

fortune. istence ; in a large way it becomes the

X. Thou shalt not follow the doc motive -power toward the highest aim ,

the resolution into the all , the Nirvana.
trines of false gods.

This doctrine of suffering concentrates

This illustrates the ineffectiveness of all serious attention uponthe Ego, and

laws, however good, if there be no lov- for the Buddhist this metaphysical

ing and sentient law - giver. In a world
term steps out from the frame of an

abstract system , and assumes a reality
which “ created itself ” ( “ Pen Eng,"

so strong, that everything without

as the Siamese say ), and whose supreme fades at times into utter insignificance. "

being has no attribute nor emotions, Tofind the Ego is praised as the best

laws will be observed or not according endof all search ; to be friendswith

the Egois the truest and highest friend
to the disposition of men. The proof ship . TheEgo spurs to good ; through

of all systems lies in their power to the Ego one knows one's self, and the

change the downward tendencies of Ego watches and protects. The Ego is

men. The practical morality of the
the ultimate refuge, therefore it must

beheld in check, as the dealer holds a
Siamese may be judged by the fact that noble steed . One's own Ego must,

the nameless sins of Sodom - the un- first of all, be securely founded on

natural affections depicted in the first good. After that others may be in
structed .

chapter in the Epistle to the Romans

“This may , perhaps, be regarded as

are fearfully prevalent even among the the most characteristic point in Bud

priesthood. dhist ethics. It is a spiritual egoism,

Professor Maurice Bloomfield says : whose existence and development are

hostile to and exclude practical selfish

“ Buddhist ethics is joined directly to ness by its very existence. Forgive

the doctrine of suffering, as we may ness and the love of enemies is exalt

call it. This is the very corner-stone ed , but the impulse is less from the

of the edifice. It is designated with heart than from the head ; it is from

schematic regularity as the fourfold that knowledge which kills desire, and

doctrine of suffering, being presented leads to Nirvana.

again and again in four statements

which form a close sequence .
THE TEACHINGS OF BUDDHA

" 1. The truth of suffering : Birth is
CARIST COMPARED.

suffering, age is suffering, disease is

suffering, union with what is not loved
HISTORICAL DIFFERENCES,

is suffering, separation from what is

loved issuffering. Buddhism .

“ 2. The origin ofsuffering: The thirst
after existence which leads from birth By the doctrine of Karma a man is

to birth , and to the desire for lust and bound hand and foot to the inevitable

power.

" 3. Suspension of suffering : Giving consequences of his own acts.

up the thirst for existence by cutting Buddha always described himself as

off all desires. self -made,

AND
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ever.

Buddha came down to be born on bodily life as the highest of boons and

earth in a rich and princely family. loftiest of aims.

Buddha declared that all enlighten- Beware of action , as causing re-birth,

ment and wisdom were to be attained and aim at inaction , indifference, apathy,

by his disciples, not through him , but as the highest of all states.

through themselves and their own in- Every man is saved by his own works

tuitions. and by his own merits.

Buddha died peacefully among his What shall I do to inherit eternal er.

friends, suffering from an attack of in- tinction ?

digestion, at the age of eighty , and
Christianity.

leaving thousands of disciples.

Buddha is dead and gone forever, or Christianity demands the suppression

lives only in the doctrine which he left. of selfishness.

Christianity says : Fight and over

Christianity. come the world.

Christianity teaches : Expect a new
In Christ alone there is forgiveness earth, a world renewed and perfected,

of sins.
in which righteousness is to dwell for

Christ constantly insisted that He

was God-sent.

Bodily existence is subject to only
Christ was sent from heaven to be

one transformation.

born on earth in a poor and humble
The body of man may be the abode

state .
of the Holy Spirit of God .

Christ had all the treasures of knowl
Present your bodies as living sacri

edge hidden in Himself, and made
fices, holy, acceptable to God, and ex

known to His disciples that He was
pect a change to glorified bodies here.

Himself the way and the truth. after.

Christ died in agony an atoning death , Work the works of God while it is

suffering for the sins of the world , at
day.

the age of thirty-three, and leaving Become as little children , and when

about one hundred and twenty dis
you have done all , account yourselves

ciples.
unprofitable servants .

Christ rose and is alive forevermore.
What shall I do to inherit eternal

life ?

DOCTRINAL DIFFERENCES.
Another writer says :

Buddhism . “ To the Christian , the chief ques .

tions of the future turn upon the fate

Buddhism demands the suppression of Buddhism , and the prospects of

of self, with the one object of extin
Christianity. Can Buddhism relain its

hold upon the people amid the inevita
guishing all consciousness of self .

ble enlightenment ? It is admitted to

Buddhism says : Shun the world and be one of the purest of false systems,

withdraw from it . its ethical code almost identical with

Buddhism teaches : Expect a never our Decalogue. Gautama, the origina

ending succession of worlds forever
tor, appears to have been man ofrare

disinterestedness and purity of charac

coming into existence, developing , de . ter , contrasting strangely with the las

caying, and reviving, and all equally civious grossness of Mohammed. But

full of everlasting misery and change.
the whole philosophy of Buddhism is

an impractical dream , futile and ineffec
Bodily existence is continued in six

tual. It lays no strong and cheering

conditions, through countless bodies of hold upon the hopes of the life to come.

men , animals, demons, etc. It lacks inspiration and high prompt

The body can never be the abode of ing, affording no ‘ mark for the prize

of his high calling in Christ Jesus,'
anything but evil.

whichquickened Paulto all endurance
Look to final deliverance from all and all effort, revealing no eternal




