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taken the form of permanent founda- dead wall. One is almost afraid of

tions for scholarships. A thousand dol. men becoming nominal Christians when

lars invested gives the support of a bard put to to avoid the trouble of argu

man and his wife. A few endowments ing it out."

of $ 500 for single students have been The best material is the Siamo-Chi

given. At present the Board of Trus. nese race, which has sprung up as a

tees are calling for a few thousand dol . result of the abundant immigration of

lars to build additional dormitories, and Chinamen who marry native wives.

$ 10,000 to enlarge the endowment to These, whose devotion to ancestral

meet urgent present need. In no place worship and other forms of Chinese

can a suitably endowed theological superstition has been naturally weak .

seminary accomplish more than in this ened , still retain much of the Chinese

great mission field . energy and grit , and wbat work has

been done among them has afforded the

best results . The Japanese have been

compared to plastic clay which can be

Gospel Work in Siam . molded ; the Siamese to sand , which

lacks in itself the colesion necessary

BY J. E. BUDGETT MEAKIN.

for the sculptor, and the Chinese to

“ I believe there is no country more granite, which withstands all tools but

open to unrestrained missionary effort the best, but which lasts forever. For

than Siam, but I believe that there can many years the American Baptists car

hardly be a country in which it is hard- ried on an intermittent and desultory

er to make an impression.” work among the Chinese in Bangkok,

Such was the summary by one of the formiug also several outlying stations,

workers in Bangkok of what he had and altho they scem now to have aban

been telling me about the special fea- doned the field , the native converts

tures of the task before him. Complete are going ahead themselves ; but un

religious liberty is guaranteed by gov. til the Baptists formally renounce

ernment, and missionaries can with lit- operations here, tho they have no

tle difficulty settle wherever they will , representative on the spot, others

while traveling is free to all , and the hesitate to enter the open door. They

treatment that well-behaved foreigners nced at least a dozen workers in

receive at the hands of the natives Siam , and the cause is losing ground as

leaves nothing to be desired. The real long as they hold back. The Roman

difficulty is to make an impression on Catholics have extensive missions here,

the lethargic minds of the people, and it is from among the Chinese that

whose impassive inactivity is never most of their converts are drawn, but

more marked than in connection with while the Baptists are nominally at

religion . None but those who have work among them , the American Pres

tried it know what it means to address byterian Mission , the only other society

a crowd or a succession of individuals engaged here, has a most commendable

without an objection being raised , but hesitation to take up this important

without the least signs of an impression branch . The Chinese in Siam are not

having been made. “ It is like bom- a mere handful ; the whole country is

barding an earthwork ,” said one of the saturated with them , and in their hands

missionaries ; " one's shots are buried , is almost all the trade and commerce

and nothing is seen . It would be a re- but that with Europe.

lief even if one hearer ' got mad ' about What Siam owes to the missionaries

it.
There is a point to which the already it would be difficult to state .

Siamese will yield, as if they would do Half a century ago she was one of the

so to any extent, but when you get to most backward of Asiatic countries,

the important moment of all you find a ruled despotically , and unbenefited by

>
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the progress of the outside world , to as well as at one or two stations nearer

which, with the exception of China , the Gulf of Siam . To a great extent

her doors were absolutely closed ; but their work has been educational, and

the messengers of the Gospel, who were by no means one of the least important

waiting to enter China when that results of it was the request, many

should become possible, who reached years ago, for one of their number to

her shores in Chinese junks, succeeded assume the direction of the schools

in so impressing the people and their which the government was then estab

rulers that in due time treaties were lishing. Hospitals have also held a

willingly entered into with their gov- prominent place in their operations, so

ernments, and Siam was opened up. that most of their men are styled doc

Then there came to the throne a king tors by the natives. Street preaching

who, while a Buddhist priest had and colportage are likewise employed

sought a missionary for a tutor, and with success , however meager the im

had proved no unapt scholar, under mediately. apparent results may seem .

whose rule the old order fell, and Siam In several places a very real work is

entered the race of nations. She has being done by independent workers

yet far to go to take her place from among the brethren , and I had

among the foremost, but she has made the pleasure to meet with one good

rapid strides, and is distanced only by Christian doctor adding mission preach

Japan among the nations of the farthering to the labors of a private practice .

East. That her progress has not been The Roman Catholics are hard at work

what it might have been can only be in many parts, and that with apparent

attributed to an increased experience good success, for the natives see no

of Western ways and Western men , great difference in calling the goddess

who do not commend themselves as of mercy Mary, and in changing one

men who love dollars and hate the na- set of priests and rites and superstitions

tives. It is the same old story here as for another . The Romanists are not,

in every newly opened country, the however, liked , and make but poor

greatest obstacle to the spread of the headway among the Siamese them.

Gospel is the example set by men of selves, tho the self-denying and devoted

the nationalities with which the name lives led by many of their missionaries

Christian has unfortunately become place them in great esteem personally .

identified - men who cannot sufficiently Their popular name is “ Big-foot peo

run down the missions and missionaries, ple,” by one native explained to me as

whose presence casts reflections on the having reference to their custom of

lives they waste on wine and women kissing the toe of the Pope, and by an

and wagers. I feel that as an indepen. other as indicative of the way in which

dent resident abroad I both can and they tread down the people , for in Siam

must say what the missionaries do not the foot is considered the most unwor.

often care to, much as I deplore the thy member. One of their methods is

facts. Exceptions to the rule there are to make settlements of converts, ac

indeed , and mission work owes more quiring the land, and making it un .

to them than folks at home imagine. pleasant for all but their own people,

The really Christian man of business or or those who are willing to join them .

the official wields an imfluence quite They also mingle in political and legal

distinct from that of missionaries. questions when these serve their pur

Mission work in Siam is practically poses , thus getting into very bad odor.

in the hands of the American Presby. Wherever they are they erect fine

terians, who maintain a considerable churches, a necessity in a creed in

force in Bangkok , and have a most im- which the ceremonial plays so impor

portant work some distance up country tant a part .

in the tributary State of Cheung Mai, The favor with which the Protestant
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missions are regarded, on the other whatever to be of the nature of sin , re

hand , is very evident. They have all garding perfection as the destruction of

along shown themselves the true friends every natural inclination, can easily be

of the people, and quite recently one understood . Work among such people

of them was asked to make special in. is like building in a swamp ; there is

quiries during his travels into any no ground to go upon, no moral basis,

causes of local complaint, and to report no fulcrum. With many there is not

them at headquarters, a task which for even a belief in God, while Buddha

obvious reasons he felt bound reluc- himself is not considered as a personal

tantly to decline . While calling with influence . Sin is regarded as entailing

a missionary on the Minister for the In. its own punishment, and evil is only to

terior, His Royal Highness brought up be averted by the propitiation of con

the question of a site for a new mission trolling spirits. Even when a man has

station in a distant province, about got so far as to believe in the sacrifice

which the local authorities had raised of Christ, it is difficult to make him sce

difficulties, offering to personally se- the necessity of a moral life, if not to

cure the best available place on an ap- work out his own salvation.

proaching visit to that part. He then Though the more liberal education

went on to express his opinion on the of the late king did not make him &

methods employed. “ I think that a Christian , it enabled him to see the

great many missionaries make the great folly of much that was bound up with

mistake," he said , “ of abusing the re- Buddhism , and as its head in this coun .

ligion already existing. If instead of try he instituted & reformed creed ,

this they would bring their philan . closely approaching that of the mod

thropic and medical work more to the ern Japanese and of Buddha's Western

front, and show what the love of Christ admirers. Its followers are practically

has led them to do for the poor and atheists who acknowledge Buddha only

suffering, they would not fail to gain as a great moral teacher, whose system

the people's real esteem , and then of ethics they adopt, while they dis

would be the time for them to listen to card everything supernatural, and all

the words of Jesus.” the intermingled cult of spirits. But

The religion already existing in this this has only affected the few , and su

case is a corrupt inheritance of Bud- perstition of every sort is as rampant

dhism mingled with a little Brahman The one prevailing idea is the

ism and a good deal of spirit worship. necessity of “making merit” by erect

It was said by one of the king's broth- ing temples, feeding the priests, mak

ers that 80 per cent of the people were ing pilgrimages, liberating captive ani

ignorant as to what Buddhism really mals, etc. , but practical deeds of kind

was, for to begin with they make an ness and self-denial, or of provision for

idol of Buddha , presenting worldly pe- the sick and poor, as met with in China,

titions as to a god to one whose highest seem hardly known. Ancestral wor

virtue was that he knew nothing of ship forms no part of the Siamese creed ,

this world. Were they genuine Bud- but its place is in some measure taken

dhists, they would at least make some by the necessity under which sons are

attempts to follow the moral precepts of making merit for their mothers.

of that creed , but of these they know This is one of the real difficulties the

next to nothing , having received it only missionaries have to meet, as men con

as an ancestral legacy , and the grossest vinced of the truth of Christianity can

immorality prevails . Even the exter- see no hope for their mothers, espe

nal observances of Buddhism are but cially if they are already dead, and

imperfectly known, and the benumb. some who have been convinced have

ing, deadening results of a religion yet refused baptism on this account.

which holds all affections and emotions A feeling based on so noble a trait is

as ever.
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not to be rudely uprooted , but it has to up under Christian influence, on ac

be reckoned with. count of the baneful effect on the whole

Yet, after all , these questions will character of a life spent beneath the

have to be ultimately faced by the na- pall of Buddhism , notwithstanding that

tive workers as they are raised up, for one of the most active converts had

no country has ever been thoroughly been for years a priest.

evangelized except by its own people,

and all the foreigners can hope is to be

made the means of setting the work on Incidents of the Struggle in Japan.

foot and to welcome the first- fruits, the
BY DAVID S. SPENCER, NAGOYA, JAPAN .

seeds from which will furnish the wait

ing soil. So the question as to the It is my purpose to record under this

quality of the native converts becomes heading some facts and incidents which

of even more importance than their have come under my knowledge, in

number, and I was glad to find that a order that others may the better under

fair proportion of the Siamese became stand the nature of the work of win

soul -winners, especially in the province ning Japan to Christ. It will be seen

of Nakawn, where I was assured by that heathenism dies hard ; that the

one who had just returned from a visit bringing of a country to accept the

to them , “ the converts take to evangel . teachings of Jesus as its guiding princi

istic work as ducks take to water. " A ple is not a small task . There is nothing

curious feature , however, is the way in whatever in these incidents which

which a Siamese on conversion , at once would at all discourage a Christian

hands in the name of his wife also , man , for the battle is not ours, but the

even tho she has never yet heard a Master's. A thoughtful worker says

word of the Gospel. One good man of again and again to himself, “ Why do

whom I heard had been so impressed the heathen rage ?" In spite of perse .

with the way in which a certain con- cutions, boycottings, mobs, riots , and

vert enjoyed his new found faith , that the machinations of bad men and devils ,

without going into details he at once and even the mistakes , the unfaithful .

put down his name as a convert, to- ness of professedly good men , the cause

gether with those of his absent wife of Jesus goes right on conquering the

and family. The jubilant convert him- world . “ Our God is marching on ."

self had not yet been baptized , but I On October 8th , 1893 , I dedicated the

was told by a Presbyterian missionary church at Komaki . The morning ser

that he had “ already developed Jeth . vices passed off without event, there

odist proclivities, ” bursting out in his being but few present , and of these near

prayers with responses, repetitions, and ly all were Christians. A few Buddhist

exclamations, an additional proof, add- lookers-on lingered about the door ; but

ed my informant, that denominational a crowd of Buddhists gathered in the

distinctions were greatly matters of evening in a house they had secured for

temperament. the purpose on the opposite side of the

During my stay in Bangkok I have street, and as soon as our evening ser

had the pleasure of intercourse with vices began , they began to show signs

several of the Lord's own people gath- of life . While Hatanoshin Yamaka was

ered from among this nation , and the speaking a crowd of them came in ,

traveling Christian knows no greater filled the room and sat down, mixed

joy. Space will not permit my recall- with the Christians and those who did

ing the pleasant times I spent with not oppose us. They frequently inter

some , or what I learned from them , but rupted by remarks, questions, and the

the opinion was strongly expressed to like ; but as they could not throw Ya.

me by a foreigner that for future work. maka off the track in this way , they tried

ers we must depend on men brought another plan. At a preconcerted signal
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and the children ceased to come. I province. Archdeacon Wolfe has won

called to see her recently, but the house distinction ; the two Drs. Baldwin , one

she ba ! occupied was vacant . Her of the A. B. C. F. M, and one of the

troublus had multiplied , her husband Methodist Board , together with Dr.

probably hopelessly insane and in the Maclay and Bishop Wiley, were found

hospital for confinement and treatment, ers and leaders here. The hospital and

her little child had died, and the perse- general medical work of the two Amer

cution for Christ's sake had become so ican Missions are of great value.

strong, that she had been compelled to

take the remaining children and go

back to her father's house for shelter Notes from the Field.

and protection. Her husband's family
CUINA . - Rev. W. M. Hayes, writing

has money enough to care for her and
from Tungchow, near Chefoo, China ,

the husband well , but she can get none
under date October 7th , 1895, says :

without renouncing her faith in Christ.
“The events of the past five months

Three days ago I saw Mr. Komatsubara ,
are almost the reverse of what nearly

a harmless lunatic, his family driven

away, sod he in the hands of strangers. spring, and should I have written of
everybody expected and predicted last

October 1 , 1895 .
the outlook at that time, it would only

have been another confirmation of

Paul's conclusion that “ prophecies

THE MAP OF FOOchow PROVINCE.–
shall fail.” Progress seemed imminent

The map which we present of the Foo
last spring, but the intervention of Rus.

chow Province ,or Fukien Provincemore
sia, France, and Germany convinced

precisely, will be of interest and use to all
China that change was not yet a neces

who desire to locate the scenes of the
sity . The Conservatives are in power

massacre of last summer, and the sta.
again, anti-foreigners are being pro

tions where missions of the Methodist
moted to office, and many of the people

Episcopal Mission and others are at
are trying to persuade themselves that

worš . It is placed at our service
China beat Japan, after all . The streets

by the courtesy of the publishers of
of this city last week were placarded

Missions and Missionary Society of
with immense pictures presenting the

the Methodist Episcopal Church, for

which work it was specially drawn, justice to the despised Trojan.
high dignitaries of China meting out

and which is nearly ready for market.

It consists of three volumes, an exten- BURMA. - Mr. F. D. Phinney, Super

sion by Rev. J.T. Gracey of the original intendent of the American Baptist Mis

work by Dr. J. M. Reid . The new vol. sion Press, Rangoon, Burma, in a per

umes comprise the history of seventeen sonal note under date of September 1st,

years of work, 1878–94, not in the orig . 1895, says : “ There is a turning tow

idal publication , and cover a period of ard Christianity on the part of the Bur.

astonishing development of the Society mans that is as pleasing as it is surpris

and its work , both at home and abroad . ing. There have never been as many

Hunt & Eaton , 150 Fifth Avenue, are baptisms right along as there are now.

the publishers, and will receive orders It is the custom of the Burman church

for this work at once . to have the ordinance of baptism ad

The American Board , the Church of ministered at the close of the morn

England Missionary Society, and the ing preaching service, between that

zenana mission of the latter church all and the Sunday- school. These bap

have successful missions in this prov tismal services come with marked fre

ince, which contains a population of quency, and the candidates are nearly

15,000,000 . Some eminent names are all adult converts from Buddhism, one

found in the list of missionaries of this here and another there in the villages
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in this district who come in to the That is something which is almost un

city to join a church. The reports are known in Burma.

coming from all over the field that

the way in which the Burmans listen is Every American, irrespective of re

different from all the past. Theyhave ligiouspreferences, must have intense
interest in the missionary force in East

more of interest, read and talk more in
ern Turkey, and every Christian should

telligently and with less of bigotry, and be given much to prayer for the preser

more priests are throwing off the yel
vation of the lives of such noble men

low robes than ever before . You want
and women in peril. We say in peril ,

not because they will probably be delib

ed to have me tell you what the people erately assaulted, but because theSul.

are doing and what they are thinking tan is unable to keep the police of the

about, and I have told you . Fifty vil- empire if he would , and the fleets of the

lages in a lump on the frontier, the most
Dardanelles are paralyzed because Eu

ropean Christian powers are incompe

degraded of the peoples of the country, tent, and we use the word deliberately.

are asking for teachers and preachers. They are incompetent to devise a way

The Roman Catholics have tried their out of the imbroglio that will not in

best to get teachers into these villages, The gameof empire from the Grecian
volve their flying at each other's throats.

but have been told most emphatically Archipelago to the North Pacific shore

that they will have Baptist teachers or line is themost extended known in cen

none. The Catholic villages in this part turies,and it is pretty plain that if the
kingdom of Christ is advanced it will

of the country are not creditable to
be because political powers as usual

the name of Christianity. Our native will be driven along the pathsof the

churches are doing more for themselves Divine purpose despite the lack of moral

than ever before, and home and foreign principle or any other principledomi
nating them . It is not by might nor

mission circles and societies are being by power” that Christ's kingdom makes

formed among them , and are doing advance.

good work. A few years ago a mis

sionary party , a Karen preacher and his It is a matter of regret that we find

family, were going over into Northern
our space too limited to present a be

coming review of several timely books

Siam , and when past the frontier were which will help on the kingdom of our

simply blotted off the face of the Lord . Revell Company have just issued

earth . It was many months before a “ Persian Life and Customs, ” by S. G.

trace of them could be found. They mationonthe subject within our knowl.
Wilson , the best book of general infor

had been murdered for their money, and edge. It is lucid in style , comprehen

buried. The local missionary society sive in the range of topics, and as
(Karen) which had sent them out called entertaining as it is instructive. “ From

for volunteers to take up the work to
far Formosa," by Missionary Mackay,

is a revelation of that island by the most

which they had been sent, and had to eminent authorities, living or dead , on

choose between the volunteers, for there things Formosan as a whole. Ram

were more volunteers than could be
bles in Japan, ” by Canon Tristram , is

sent.

an entertaining account of wbat this

eminent divine saw and learned in the

* This morning I witnessed the bap- land ofthe Rising Sun , with the aid of
tism of two pupils in our Baptist col- his daughter, a resident missionary of

lege here. The spiritual tone of the
some years in that land. He seeks to

college is decidedly good , and the pro

compare Buddhism of Japan with that

of Ceylon and of China. All these

portion of professing Christians in the booksare well illustrated .

upper classes probably above that in A better book to study at the begin.

some American colleges. This is Chris
ning of the NewYear, to get a forceful,

tian education for a certainty . We are
fresh and inspiring survey of the past

and outlook for the future, than Rev.

not troubled here, as are the missionaries Dr. D. L. Leonard's “ A Hundred Years

among the Hindus of India, with organ of Missions ” (Funk & Wagnalls Com.

ized opposition to bazaar preaching on
pany) it would be difficult to name. It

is a thoughtful and unique treatise

the part of those who have received all worthy of permanent place in mission

their education in mission schools. ary literature.
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BURMA.

or ' go ' as may best forward the end Springs. Some fundamental question :

for which Christ died and rose again.” of polity were discussed. We needed
a President and Executive Committee

to properly mix things, but we man .

Laos Notes. aged without. But our greatest profit

was derived from the exchanging of

BY REV. W. C. DODD , LAMPOON LAOS VIA spiritual experiences. The unswerving

faith and unfaltering devotion to duty

Rev. W. C. Dodd, of the Presbyterian manifested by our friends for Africa
bad a tonic effect upon the whole party .

Mission, Laos, in a personal letter, writ .
Frequent evangelistic services were

ing under date December 9th , 1895, says : conducted by us, and well attended .

“ In some of the older stations our " As for the rest of the journey after

mission has reached the second stage of leaving the Atlantic , new and old mis
development. The merenovelty of the sionaries have united in the study of

Gospel message is wearing off in the the Laos language. All the recruits

neighborhoodof these older stations. can already read the Laos Scriptures
There are beginning to be Gospel-hard- with some degree of facility. Our

ened heathen, and our native churches view has been broadened by contact

are beginning to face some of the intri . with the English , the Scotch , Maltese,

cate problems of self-support. Some Italians, Arabians, Africans, and the

friction is engendering. New responsi- people of India and the Malay penin

bilities call for new graces. The field sula, as well as the already familiar

is large compared with the mergre force Chinese and Siamese. Contact with

of missionaries. How shall we dispose these peoples, and later with our own

of our forces so as to get two or three Laos people, has served to deepen our

men's work out of each missionary ? impression of the simplicity, the com
We need the Spirit of wisdom . So parative purity, the gentleness, and the
heathen Laos Christians and foreign docility of the Laos. We are more

missionaries alike stand in peculiar and tirmly convinced than ever that God

profound need of the power from has here a prepared people, to whom He
above. is sending usas prepared messengers.

" Some of us feel that the vacation May Hecompletethe preparation i

in the home land , and especially the During the nearly eight weeks '

last annual meeting of the International river journey from Bangkok we have

Missionary Union, together with our been in constant contactwith the Laos

more or less protracted stay in the at- boatmen , most of whom are heathen.

mosphere of the Clifton Springs sani Devotional services every evening and

tarium chapel , have prepared us espe- on Sabbath mornings inthe vernacular

cially for waiting on the Lord for this have been well attended , and some of

blessing: the boatmen have become avowed in

“ And our long journey from New quirers. Picture charts of Bible scenes

York has not been without its store of have been used of the Spirit in blessing

spiritual food or its share of spiritual some darkened minds with a grasp of

uplift. On the Atlantic we were six- Bible truth. We leave the increase

teen . Seven were en route to Eastern with the Spirit. During all this long

Africa to inaugurate the AfricanInland journey it has been a pleasure to re

Mission for ninety million Africans. member the International Missionary

Rev. E. W. McDowell , whom you will Union in daily prayer."

remember as a new member of the In

ternational Missionary Union , was re

turning to Mosoul, Turkey, without his Progress of Evangelical Work in Italy.

family , but accompanied by a new BY E. c.

physician , Dr. Hansen. Four of us

Liberty of thought in Italy, that has
were returning to this Laos Mission in

North Siam , Rev. D. G. Collins and in its ranks many unconscious Protes

wife, and Mrs. Dodd and myself ; and tants, has lost of late in Ruggero Boughi

we had with us three recruits, Rev. and
one of its guiding stars. Almost the

Mrs. L. W. Curtis, and Miss Ghormley.

In London we were joined by Rev.
last public act of this Catholic, who

William Harris, Jr. , and in Bangkok wrote a Life of Christ placed in the

by Dr. McKean and family and Rev. Index , and whose greatest delight was
J. H. Freeman.

Altho there were only three mem ; ing sarcasm on the Vatican, was the
in whetting his brilliant wit and scath .

bers of the International Missionary

Union amongus, we had frequentmis. contribution of articles in the daily pa

sionary conferences à la Clifton per, La Riforma, and the periodical,
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MISSIONS IN SIAM AND LAOS.

BY REV. F. F. ELLINWOOD , D.D. , NEW YORK CITY .

a

Historic Sketch. — The history of American missions in Siam is inter

esting and even romantic. The earnest call which led to missionary opera

tions seems to have been visibly represented not by a phantom Siamese,

like the Man of Macedonia, but by the famous and very substantial Siam

ese twins. The American trading vessel commanded by Captain Coffin

which in 1829 brought to this country this strange pair brought also an

earnest appeal from the zealous German missionary, Gutzlaff, and from Rev.

Mr. Tomlin , of the London Missionary Society, to the American churches,

to take part in the missionary work in Siam. Their own societies could

not enter upon a permanent occupation , and hence the appeal to America.

In response to this appeal the American Board of Foreign Missions in

structed Rev. David Abeel to visit Siam with a view to its occupancy if

he deemed it advisable. He reached Siam June 30th, 1831 , a few days

after Mr. Gutzlaff, saddened by the death of his beloved wife, had sailed

away in a native junk for Tientsin on an exploration of the coast of China.

After six months Mr. Tomlin , of the London Society, was also called

away . In 1832 Mr. Abeel was obliged to leave on account of ill health.

In the same year Rev. John Taylor Jones was sent as a missionary to

Siam by his American Baptist associates in Burmah , to whom Gutzlaff and

Tomlin had also written . He reached Siam in March, 1833 , and his first

work was among the Chinese. Two more missionaries of the American

Board reached Bangkok in 1834 , having been more than a year on their

way. One of these labored among the Chinese, the other among the

Siamese . Rev. William Dean and his wife of the American Baptist Mis

sionary Union also arrived in 1834 as missionaries to the Chinese in Siam ,

and Rev. D. B. Bradley and wife arrived in 1835 .

In 1838 Rev. R. W. Dee , a representative of the Presbyterian Board,

was sent to Bangkok for the purpose of reporting upon its eligibility as a

missionary station for labors among the Chinese. Mr. Dee , in his report,

urged the occupancy of Siam as a mission field , not merely for the Chi

nese , but more particularly for the Siamese. Rev. William Buel , of the

Presbyterian Board , arrived in 1840 . In the same year the Siamese de.

partment of the American Board's mission was strengthened by the arrival

of Messrs. Caswell , Hemingway, and Bacon and their wives, and Miss

Pierce . In 1845 Prince Chow Fa Mongkut, then head priest of a royal

monastery, invited Mr. Caswell , of the American Board , to become his

private teacher, and the engagement continued for a year and a half. Mr.

Caswell was a graduate of Lane Theological Seminary and a member of

the Presbytery of Cincinnati . In 1846 the American Board directed its

missionaries in Bangkok to remove to China, which had opened five treaty

ports. In 1847 Rev. Stephen Matoon and wife and Samuel R. House,
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M.D. , of the Presbyterian Board, arrived in Bangkok, having spent eight

months on a journey which can now be made in six or seven weeks. They

were soon visited by many of the nobles, and they took an early oppor

tunity to pay their respects to the royal priest at his monastery. They

were most kindly received, and continued ever afterward to retain the royal

confidence . The tidings that a new foreign physician (Dr. House) had

come brought crowds to his dispensary for relief. The floating house

which Dr. Bradley had used was again fitted up as a dispensary, and was

moored in front of the mission premises. In the first eighteen months he

had prescribed for over eighteen thousand patients. The Presbyterian

Mission to the Siamese was now thoroughly established .

The First Presbyterian Church was organized in Bangkok in 1849, the

missionaries constituting the larger part of the membership at first, tho

gradually the number of native members was increased. In 1851 the

usurper of the throne, an illegitimate elder brother, died , and Chow Fa

Mongkut, who had entered a Buddhist monastery as a measure of safety,

succeeded to the throne. Siam thenceforth entered upon a new era of

enlightenment and prosperity.

The life in Siam of Sir John Bowring and Mr. Harry Parks, his able

Secretary of Legation (afterward British Minister to China) , brought about

great changes through a treaty made between Siam and Great Britain , and

in 1856 a similar treaty was formed by Hon. Townsend Harris between

Siam and the United States. It is pleasant to recall the testimony which

Dr. William D. Wood, who accompanied the embassy of Mr. Harris, gave

of the influence which the American missionaries had already gained at

that early day. It is as follows :

“ The unselfish kindness of the American missionaries, their patience,

sincerity , and truthfulness, have won the confidence and esteem of the

natives, and in some degree transferred those sentiments to the nation rep

resented by the missions and prepared a way for further national inter

course now commencing. It was very evident that much of the appre

hension which they felt in taking upon themselves the responsibility of a

treaty with us would be diminished if they could have the Rev. Mr.

Matoon, of the Presbyterian Mission , as first United States Consul.”

Mr. Matoon , however, accepted the office only until a successor could

be appointed at Washington ; meanwhile, his mission work — preaching,

translating, etc.--was not interrupted.

Establishment of the Laos Mission.— It was in 1858 that Rev. Jonathan

Wilson and wife and Rev. Daniel McGilvary arrived in Siam . They had

been room -mates at Princeton ; and Mr. McGilvary, in offering himself to

the Board, had requested that he might be sent to some field where others

might feel less inclined to go. It was perhaps in view of this desire that

in the year 1867 Mr. McGilvary was sent up the Meinam River to establish

a mission in Laos. The voyage up the river occupied three months. The

Laos tributary king gave to Mr. McGilvary and his family a kindly recep
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tion . Mr. and Mrs. Wilson followed soon after. This general favor to

the Laos Mission continued until March , 1869 , when the king, stirred up

doubtless by the Buddhist priesthood, who represented that a certain

famine which Laos had suffered had probably been due to the influence of

the missionaries, requested of the King of Siam that the United States

Consul should be compelled to issue an order withdrawing the missionaries

from the Laos country. Rev. Mr. McDonald, who happened to be acting

as United States Consul, made the reply that “ A famine which occurred in

1866 could not have been caused by a missionary who arrived a year later,

and that during the year 1868–69, while they still remained in the Laos

country, accounts were received of an abundant harvest.” The withdrawal

of the missionaries was respectfully declined by the Consul, and the Siam

ese Minister of the Interior at Bangkok represented to the Laos king that

he entirely acquiesced in this decision . The purpose of the Laos king

being thus thwarted , made itself felt, however, upon the native Chris

tians, and on September 12th , 1869, two converts were seized and barbar

ously put to death. Other church -members sought safety in flight. The

next year , however, this king died , and the Laos Christians from that day

have had rest from persecution, and have been admitted to greater privi

leges than ever.

The Laos field is now considered one of the most promising, tho

twenty -eight years ago it seemed one of the most difficult, owing to the

above -mentioned bitter persecution . The favorable reaction was strong.

Martyr's blood in that distant region, as elsewhere, proved to be the seed

of the Church . Compared with the people of Siam , especially at Bang

kok , the inhabitants of Laos are more simple and confiding. They have

the great advantage of being sufficiently removed from those corrupting

influences of foreign contact which in all lands have proved so detrimental

to the highest missionary success. Medical work has had a most salutary

influence in winning the confidence of the people ; and altho a former

king was a persecutor, the princes of Laos in recent years have held a

friendly attitude toward the missions, and there has been as great freedom

in the proclamation of the Gospel in every part of that country as in the

territories of the United States.

The Thralldom of Superstition.-- In spite of the claims of Buddhistic

philosophy, the superstitions of the people are virtually of the simplest

character. Mendicant Buddhist priests appear everywhere with their

bowls, and whatever salvation Buddhism is supposed to secure is pur

chased by gifts of rice to these priestly beggars. Anything like grace or

Divine help in any form is unknown to the system ; merit making is its

one universal reliance. With the priesthood merit is gained by observ

ance of the many and sometimes exacting rules of a self -centered monastic

life. With the masses of the laity man's chief duty consists in feeding

the priests. But practically there is with the people , and sometimes with

the monks themselves, a chief reliance upon the superstitious worship or

a
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service of spirits, and for the most part malignant spirits, to whose supe

rior power mortals are subject. Every conspicuous object in nature is

haunted by ghosts. Disease is the result of the bewitching influence of

these evil spirits acting either directly upon the patient or through the

personality or unseen agency of some man or woman who, in case the

patient dies, is accused and arraigned as a witch , and who must pay a

severe penalty for his misdeeds. In severe cases where delirium occurs ,

as in typhoid fever, the priests of devil worship are often summoned for

the purpose of ascertaining who has bewitched the patient, or if the spirit

is acting directly and is supposed to be lurking in the patient's body, an

effort is made to ascertain at what precise point it is lodged, and frequently

the sufferer is prodded in different parts of the body with some blunt in

strument until by an outcry of distress the precise location is revealed .

One sad instance is recorded as having fallen under the observation of the

late Dr. Cheek, of the Presbyterian Mission . The patient who suffered

torture was a young girl of sixteen.

In cases of witchcraft the person accused of the offense is banished

from the community with his entire family, and as other communities

would dread his approach, he has no resource but to betake himself with

his household to the wilderness. This is scarcely better than the sentence

of death which is inflicted in Central Africa ,

A few years ago a returned missionary of the Presbyterian Board con

ceived the plan of purchasing land for a refuge colony in which this unfor

tunate class could be settled , and where , by tilling the soil, they might find

support for their families. These superstitions seem to disappear wherever

missionary work has found its way. The present King of Siam has on

one or two occasions issued proclamations designed to turn the minds of

the people from childish and cruel superstitions which were doing injury

to the public welfare . The enormities of the system of devil worship may

be greatly mitigated, but the deep foundations of it still exist ; they under

lie the whole superstructure of the popular religion both in Laos and in

Siam, and especially in the rural districts. The mere every -day routine of

Buddhistic merit making does not satisfy the religious wants or religious

fears of the masses of the people. The overshadowing presence of disem

bodied spirits weighs upon them , and its pall of darkness cannot be broken

by anything short of the truth as it is in Jesus and the liberty with which

He sets men free .

In sickness, on occasion of blighted crops, or in times of disaster, the

people resort to the devil priests to learn if possible the cause, and to ap

pease the spirits. The sense of the power of the unseen world is too deep

to be removed by the cold , ethical maxims of the Buddhists.

often told in these times that Buddhism is a religion quite sufficient for the

countries in which it bears sway ; that its great teacher is to be classed

with Jesus of Nazareth , and that its high ethics and its sublime philoso

phy challenge the admiration of all thoughtful men . But even if we were
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to concede all this to the higher classes, large numbers of whom betake

themselves for a time to monasteries for meditation , yet what will be said

of the millions in Siam or Laos, Cambodia or Burmah, who spend their

whole lives under the overmastering bondage of evil spirits ? These cer

tainly furnish a work for the missionary. These appeal to the Christians

of every land for teachers who shall point them to the way of life and set

them free . It is in behalf of such that the commission of the great apos

tle to the Gentiles was given ; for they certainly need to be led “ from

darkness unto light, and from the power of Satan (or Satans) unto God,

that they may receive remission of sin ” and a share in the faith that is

in Jesus Christ.

Buddhism blots out the name of God ; it presents no Savior and no

salvation ; it only calls on each man to save himself. It takes no account

of supernatural things, whereas the masses of men will insist upon super

natural influence, and if deprived of the light of God they will become the

victims of imaginary beings who are mightier than they .

New Phases of the Mission Work.The mission work in Siam takes

on from time to time new forms, and it will doubtless continue to require

new adaptations as time goes on and as the people become more and more

familiar with the current of events in all lands. As an example of the new

phases of work which are to be encountered and of the leaven of mission

ary influence already exerted, a preaching service is reported as having

been established by the Buddhists upon a Buddhist holy day . It is not

conducted, however, by the Buddhist priests , who ought to be the teachers

of the people. “ Instead of calling in a lot of ignorant priests,” says our

report, " and listening to their prayers and exhortations in the unknown

Bali (Pali) tongue, of the meaning of which these priests themselves have

not the slightest idea , a number of the princes of high rank take turns and

present the truth in plain , every -day Siamese. Strange to say , however,.

the attendance is always quite small, so we may be greatly encouraged

since the Siamese show so little interest in their own religion and attend

our services in larger numbers and much more regularly than they do their

own . "

Reference is made in the reports of the Presbyterian Mission for 1895

of a visit from Major Roper, of the Ceylon Salvation Army, to Bangkok.

The visit was made, as is supposed, for the purpose of reconnoitering the

field with a view to extending the operations of the Army to Siam . The

report says that “ the natives seem greatly taken with the Salvation Army

idea, and it is very probable that the Army would soon collect a large fol

lowing here in Bangkok, if some of their workers should begin work here .

We all found Mr. Roper a very agreeable gentleman and learned much

from his visit . ” It is to be hoped that the Salvation Army will send a

contingent to Bangkok, provided leaders are chosen who shall insist upon

cooperation and not rivalry, or indirect antagonism to the existing work,

and we are sure that their work will be hailed with rejoicing. Doubtless
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some important element may be supplied by the methods of the Salvation

Army which possibly is lacking in the methods of other missionary

organizations. The field is great ; the millions are perishing, and doubt

less all who love the cause of missions would rejoice “ that every way

Christ is preached .” Even the lay preaching of the Siamese Buddhist

princes may be welcomed, so far as it turns away the attention of the peo

ple from the mummeries of an ignorant and lazy priesthood to the ethical

precepts of Buddhist doctrine , and to whatever shall stimulate them to an

avoidance of vice and a practice of virtue . As the higher and more sensi

ble teachings of the Greek philosophy helped to dissipate the mists and

disinfect the moral corruptions of the old heathen superstitions and clear

away the rubbish for the early Christianity , so possibly a Gospel of com

mon sense preached by the princes of Siam may help to prepare the way

for the truth as it is in Jesus.

Self- Help . — The natives in both the Laos country and Siam have had

hitherto the double burden of supporting the Buddhist priesthood and the

various juggleries of spirit worship. In a little book on Siam published

some years ago by Rev. M. A. McDonald , it was stated that Bangkok

alone supported over ten thousand priests, and that all of this vast army

could be seen starting out every morning in search of their daily food .

“ It must cost Siam annually,” says Mr. McDonald, “ $25,000,000 to keep

up the priesthood alone , and supposing the population to be 8,000,000 ,

which is perhaps an underestimate, it will make on an average over $3 for

every man , woman , and child in the kingdom . Now, if every man ,

woman , and child in the evangelical Christian Church would average

$3 per annum , the boards of the Church would not be compelled so fre

quently to go a-begging, and the world at that rate would soon be evan

gelized . If the heathen can do so much for a false religion , what should

Christians not be willing to do for the religion of Jesus, to which they owe

everything they are, and have, and hope to be ?”

But there is another practical question suggested by these significant

facts and figures , and it pertains not only to Siam , but to all mission

fields ; and that is , “ Why may not those who have borne the heavier

burdens of their old heathen rites also be taught to support their own more

beneficent Christian institutions ? ' '

In the early days of Christian missions it was sometimes necessary, at

least it was thought to be necessary , in order to win the confidence of the

parents and children , to assume the entire support of the pupils in the

boarding -schools. In some instances a trifling consideration was given to

distrustful parents as an inducement to surrender their children to the full

control of the missionaries, on the same principle that in some of our own

cities it is necessary to secure by indenture the control for a period at least,

of the children into eleemosynary refuges. This primitive stage of the

mission work is passing away. There is a higher appreciation of the good

accomplished in education . It is perhaps seldom necessary to assume the
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entire support of missionary pupils ; and where it was at first deemed in

dispensable to furnish all expenses and chapels, as well as the entire sup

port of the native preachers, that necessity is believed to be passing away.

The native Christians are urged to assume the entire support of their pas

tors, and where this cannot be wholly assumed a partial support is insisted

upon. More and more it has become the aim of all missions to bring the

people up to as high a degree of self -denial in this respect as they have

been accustomed to practise in the support of their heathen rites.

In the Laos Mission there seems to be a greater readiness of the peo

ple to support their own Christian work than has been shown in most other

missions. In the Laos Presbytery a standing committee on beneficence

is now in full operation, and the Lampoon church has an evangelistic com

mittee under its leadership. The students in theology are now engaged

systematically in city mission work. The following action, taken by a

committee of Laos Presbytery , will be of interest :

Greetings of the servants of God , Nan Soopah , Noy Hooen , and Noy Moon ,

whom Presbytery last year appointed over the work of silver, gathered as offer

ings. We threeservants of God have consulted , saying, if there is no work (set

before them ) the disciples will not contribute : that is certain . It is necessary

that a work be established . If there is a work of the Lord , the disciples will have

a heart to contribute .

Another thing. The disciples in the country outside (United States) have col.

lected silver and selected men and sent (them ) to help all these provinces. It is

not fitting that we eat silver from the disciples of the country outside continu.

ally . It is fitting that we in this country should take (this) as our own work.

Therefore, we three servants of God see fit to beg, askand advise Presbytery

after this manner, saying :

1. Weask Presbytery to send two men to exhort and teach in the districts of

Tern and Lee and elsewhere - let the work say . Let one manbe one who knows

and is accustomed to teaching, and the other onewho may assist in teaching, and

may carry books along to distribute. Let the teacher eat silver, 15 rupees (about $ 4)

a month ; let the helper eat 12 rupees (about $ 3 ) ; let these two men go for about
three months.

2. We ask Presbytery to enjoin the disciples, every person, old and young,

throughoutthis Lampoon (province), to contribute silverevery Sabbath , accord

ing as God hathcaused to have Prosperity.

3. We ask Presbytery to appoint a company (committee) to put their hearts

into thiswork. Let thiscompany have authority to send out these two men, to

collect silver, to reckon silver (wages ), andother matters.

4. We ask Presbytery to invite Rev. Soopah to take the work of traveling,

exhorting, and teaching all the disciples concerning the work of giving ; and

that he enjoin to contribute silver for this work of teaching in the districts of

Tern and Lee.

The Existing Volume of the Work . - The Protestant missionary work

in Siam and Laos is almost entirely confined to the efforts of the Board of

Foreign Missions of the Presbyterian Church, United States of America.

The American Baptist Union, which carried on for some years a limited

work in Siam , has withdrawn. Some individual missionary efforts are

being put forth , as by Rev. Mr. Adamson, in Bankok. An American

Christian negro , whose wife is a native of Pegu, is also engaged in mis

sionary work . Some Chinese Christians, old converts of the American

Baptist Mission , still keep up a sort of home missionary work among the

Siamese in Bangkok. But the Presbyterian Board may at present be said
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to bear the chief responsibility of the missionary enterprise in Siam and in

Laos. In the latter country, so far as known to the writer, no missionary

effort is put forth by other bodies.

The last report shows in the Siam Mission,

Ordained missionaries.....

Medical missionaries...

Married and unmarried women.. 16

Native teachers, male and female .. 19

Number of communicants in seven churches.. 292

Boys and girls in boarding-schools.... 191

Total number of pupils in schools of all grades. 316

Patients treated in the hospitalwork .... 5,000

In the Laos Mission there are

Ordained missionaries ... 8

Physicians .. 5

Married and unmarried women.. 16

Ordained natives .. 2

Other helpers.... 57

Number of communicants in twelve churches.. 1,841

There were added during the last year ... 305

Number of boys and girls in boarding-schools. 282

Children gathered in the Sabbath - schools...... 987

The stations of the Laos Mission are Cheung Mai , situated on the Maah

Ping River, five hundred miles north of Bangkok. This was occupied by

Rev. Daniel McGilvary, D.D. , and Rev. Jonathan Wilson , both being

accompanied by their wives . The second station , Lakawn, was occupied

in 1885, Lampoon in 1891 , Muang Praa in 1893, and Nan in 1894 .

These five stations occupy such strategic positions as enable the mis

sionaries there resident and their threescore native teachers and helpers to

extend their work into the wide regions in all directions.

The Laos Mission has shown in the last four or five years very gratify .

ing results of missionary labor, namely, the number of accessions in 1890

were 180 , and during the following years respectively 182 , 241 , 299 , 289 ,

and 305 .

The Present Outlook . — That part of the late speech by Queen Victoria

to the British Parliament in which she states with satisfaction that a treaty

has been formed between Great Britain and France , securing the indepen

dence of Siam , has doubtless excited in all friends of missions a new inter

est in the missionary work in Siam and Laos. The kingdom of Siam

embraces several small tributary states extending down the Malayan Penin

sula, and also a number of dependencies stretching to the north and north

cast , and embracing the Laos country . When the French navy entered

Bangkok many months ago and forced the Siamese Government to trans

fer to French authority large districts in its northeastern tributary posses

sions, the relations between France and Great Britain became considerably

strained with reference to the question of territorial rights.

And some apprehension was felt in regard to the future of American

missions in Eastern Laos, and , in fact, throughout Siam . The policy of

the French Government in its occupation of portions of the west coast of

9
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Africa, from which it excludes all American missionary operations except

upon the condition that they shall use the French language in their mis

sion schools, and shall be forbidden even the employment of the vernacu

lar, has given good reason to fear that a similar restrictive policy, which

virtually would amount to suppression , might be carried out in Laos and

Siam. Tho the boundaries agreed upon between Great Britain and France

are not as yet very clearly known, it appears that these two powers have

agreed to a French protectorate or virtual possession in the northeastern

dependencies, while England extends a similar control over territories on

the west. Both of the great contracting powers are understood to have

guaranteed the independence of Siam in the territory that remains.

While this treaty must be regarded as another of those encroachments

either by single powers or by joint action which the stronger governments

of the world have made and are making upon the territory of weaker

nations , there is perhaps this satisfaction , namely, that the action of

Great Britain has prevented France from usurping the entire kingdom of

Siam, or at least reducing it to a mere dependency of France, as in the

case of Madagascar. It will secure also the continued work of Protestant

missions both in the territory occupied by Great Britain and in the inde

pendent kingdom of Siam . 'On the whole , the congratulatory view which

the British Queen seems to have taken of the situation may therefore be

shared by all those who love the cause of evangelical missions. It is

probable also that this arrangement may on the whole promote the general

advance of civilization in Siam. Buttressed and secured in its rights by a

specific treaty between two powerful nations, it may carry forward all those

industries and foster all those lines and methods of advancement which the

general movement of this age demands.. A portentous uncertainty which

for many months has hung over Siam having now been removed, there is

perhaps new incentive to missionary effort. There is reason to believe

that such effort will be welcomed, or at least more freely tolerated, in the

future than it has been in the past. And the religious barriers to be en

countered there are less formidable than in most Eastern lands. In Laos

especially the influence of Buddhism is weak, and the influence of ani

mism , or spirit worship , tho prevalent, is less antagonistic. It does not

prevent the people from listening to the truth of Christianity. The field

is therefore much more accessible than a country ruled by the intolerance

of Islam or the conceit and self-satisfaction of either the Confucian or the

Brahmanical cults. There is also comparative freedom from the spirit of

caste and the social barriers which it presents. Both Siam and the Laos

country are also less trammeled by restraints placed upon woman. She

has greater social freedom , and may freely exert that womanly influence

which is everywhere so helpful in all religious life and growth. Many

great mission fields are just now environed with difficulties ; but in Siam

and Laos a great door and effectual is presented. For every ten mission

aries there should be a hundred .
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his native brethren and sisters , and they Bangkok than Bangkok is from the

had a profound respect and sincere love United States. Dr. McGilvary had be

for him. He gave abundant proofs of come interested in the Lao people by

his love for them. He was ever ready meeting traders who came to Bangkok

with his gympathy and help . He re- every year for goods, and also through

joiced with them that rejoiced , and a colony of Lao war captives who had

wept with those who had occasion to been located near Petchaburee by their

weep . His sympathies and prayers captors. From these sources he had

and constant intercourse with them learred much of the customs and dis

won their affections. They literally position of the people. During a visit

loved him because he first loved them . of the Lao king to Bangkok , Dr. McGil.

This is Christ's way-and the only way vary with several other American mis.

--of reaching the hearts of the people." sionaries called upon him , and from

him received assurance that the foreign

teachers would receive welcome

Rev. Daniel McGilvary, D.D., Pioneer
should they visit his capital . So in

Missionary to the Lao.
tense had become Dr. McGilvary's de

BY MRS . LAURA B. MCKEAN, CHEUNG sire to take the Gospel to this people,

MAI, SIAM.
that in the face of many hindrances, he

The following sketch does not pur. in company with Rev. Jonathan Wilson

port to be complete. It is written as a made a tour of investigation into this

tribute of regard and with the hope northern district . A part of the jour

that it may elicit greater sympathy and ney was made by boat and a part by

more prayers and gifts to aid in the elephant. This tour strengthened Dr.

great work among the Lao. McGilvary's belief that a mission sta

In 1858 a graduate of Princeton The. tion should at once be opened in Cheung

ological Seminary left the American Mai, that being the most important city

shores for a distant mission field . After of the Lao country . In 1867 permis

a voyage of several months in a sailing- sion was granted for the opening of

vessel he landed in Bangkok , Siam , this station , and the North Lao Mission

“ the Venice of the Orient. " This became a reality . Dr. and Mrs. McGil.

young man was Rev. Daniel McGil. vary at once began preparation for re

vary, now Rev. Daniel McGilvary , moving to Cheung Mai. It sounds

D.D. , aptly styled “ the Apostle to the very simple to say go to Cheung Mai,

Lao.” In Bangkok he engaged in mis- but even in these days it is no small

sion work with all the zeal of & soul undertaking.

alive to the needs of a lost race . Here It meant that this family of four, in

he met and married a daughter of the cluding two small children, must make

venerable Dr. Bradley. She has shared a boat journey of two months, in a lit.

in his labor of love , and has endured tle cabin eight feet by ten , passing

with him all the trials and privations through those difficult rapids, forty or

of pioneer missionary life. more in number. It was not known

Dr. McGilvary could not long endure that any foreigner had ever ascended

to build on another's foundation, so he these rapids. And even to-day, tho we

in company with a fellow -missionary know that every year missionaries pass

left Bangkok for Petchaburee. After up and down this river and no lives

the work was well established at that have ever been lost , yet the rapids are

point, Dr. McGilvary again turned his always more or less dreaded . It meant

face toward the regions yet in darkness. leaving all other white companionship,

But this time it was not toward a neigh- and it also meant no physician in case

boring city a few days ' journey away, of illness . But none of these things

but to the almost unknown Lao-land, moved them. I can liken these saints

farther away in point of time from of God to none except Abraham and
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Sarah. The Lord had called them into which exists there to -day, and Cheung

an unknown country, and they went, Mai as a center of light throwing rays

never doubting the Divine leading far out into the darkness, and he re

Their first dwelling was a sala, one of fused to leave.

the public resting places of the city. Just when the outlook was the dark

Here they lived for two years. The est the king was summoned to Bang

greater part of that time they had no kok, and he died while returning to

privacy . Their white faces and for- Cheung Mai, a few days before he

eign dress were a great curiosity to the reached the city. According to the

people , and all day long they were custom of the country, no dead body

thronged with callers. can be taken inside the city walls, and

After many months of faithful sow- so the king awaited his burning outside

• ing of the seed the harvestbegan to ap- of the city and not within his own pal

pear. Then appeared also the heathen ace, which was no small evidence of

jealousy of the ruler. Two men who his demerit.

had accepted Christ were arrested , and His daughter, who ascended the

after a night of torture were beaten to throne, was more friendly to the mis

death , In this instance, as in ages sionaries, and placed no obstacles in

past, the blood of the martyrs was the the way of the mission work. Dr.

seed of the Church . Dr. McGilvary McGilvary and Rev. Mr. Wilson were

sent word to Bangkok of the death of now able to secure land and begin the

these men, and a delegation was sent erection of dwelling-houses. It was

to Cheung Mai to investigate the mat- several years before Dr. McGilvary's

ter. Dr. McGilvary accompanied this house was finally completed. Logs

delegation on their visit to the king. were brought from the forest, and

At first the king denied any knowledge every plank and post was sawed by

of the affair, but Dr. McGilvary boldly hand , according to the slow method of

accused him of the murder. Then the the native people.

king acknowledged
the deed , and fur. As soon as Dr. McGilvary saw the

ther said , “ The American missionaries
work beginning to take on a permanent

may make as many Christians as they look, the old spirit of pioneering came

like, but I shall take the life of every upon him, and he began to make long

one. tours into the neighboring cities and

The death of these men and the hos- provinces. While Cheung Mai has al

tility of the king frightened the people, ways remained his home, yet every

so that for a time there were almost no year he makes a tour of from two to

visitors at the home of the missionaries. five months into the northern part of

An aged priest, who visits us frequent the Lao country. The churches of

ly, told me that he was the only one Cheung Hai and Cheung Saan are a

who dared visit Dr. McGilvary at that part of the fruitage of these tours. He

time. It is with considerable pride discovered the mountain tribe of Moo

that he tells of his fidelity and cour- sur, near Cheung Hai, and preached

& ge . Christ to them. He spent weeks in vis

In spite of the king's attitude toward iting this tribe, tramping over themoun

mission work, Dr. McGilvary still con- tains, enduring all the inconveniences

tinued to visit him , and was always of camp life and the dangers of climate.

well received . The second year Rev. Dr. McGilvary has bad the joy of wel.

Mr. and Mrs. Wilson joined the mis coming twenty-three of this tribe into

sion. By some persons it was thought the visible Church of Christ. He wrote

that the work was hopeless and that it a fellow -missionary that he considered

might as well be abandoned, but Dr. the day of Cha Ba Kaw's baptism a

McGilvary , with the eye of faith , saw red -letter day in his missionary experi

the large commmunity of Christians Cha Ba Kaw was the headmanence .
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of his village, and the first of the Moo- never turns a deaf ear to any who come

sur race to accept Christ. to him , bowever trivial their complaint

In his tours through this north coun- or foolish their request. He seems to

try Dr. McGilvary has found fourteen be able to enter fully into the lives of

or fifteen other mountain tribes , having the people, understanding their trials

different languages and in a measure and rejoicing with them in their joys.

different customs, habits, and super- This is one of the sources of his success

stitions, but they are all alike in that as a missionary, and an essential char.

they need the Gospel. Dr. McGilvary's acteristic of all who would be mission .

heart goes out toward these strangers aries in the fullest sense . He can truly

to Christ, and his every prayer is bur. be called the father of the mission work

dened with petitions for their salvation . in the Lao - land as well as a father to all

His eyes shine with joy , his step seems the people .

more elastic , and his whole being filled He is a source of great inspiration

with new life when the time comes for and blessing to the younger missiona.

his annual visit to these northern peo- ries , and his godly life a constant in

ples. It is the custom of the mission- centive to them to be more faithful in

aries to meet at his home the morning their labor for the Master.

he leaves, and after everything is pack- Dr. McGilvary is now sixty-seven

ed and ready to start , the elephants years of age , but if it were not for the

restlessly tingling their bells , seemingly white locks that betray the age no one

anxious to be off on their grand mis. would suspect that the threescore and

sion , a season of prayer is held petition ten are so nearly reached. May the

ing God's blessing upon the tour. Lord prolong the days of this saint,

Dr. McGilvary in his prayer always that he may see of the travail of his

repeats that passage of Scripture which soul and be satisfied .

has been an actuating principle through

out bis whole life : “ There is that scat

tereth and yet increaseth ; and there is
Sophia Cooke.

that withholdeth more than is meet, FORTY - TWO YEARS A MISSIONARY.

but it tendeth to poverty. The liberal
(Died at Singapore, September 14th ,

soul shall be made fat : and he that
1895. )

watereth shall be watered also himself.”

The question has often been asked ,
BY MRS. J. T. GRACEY , ROCHESTER, N. Y.

“ What makes the work among the Another missionary heroine has fallen

Lao people so successful ?" Is not at at her post . Across the page of her

least a partial answer found in that heroic, devoted , self-sacrificing life

very passage of Scripture ; for the truth may well be written in illuminated let

which it teaches has ever been promi- ters the words, “ I have finished the

nent in guiding the work of the mis- work which Thou gavest me to do."

sion. Besides these long tours into the It was a real event in the history of

interior , Dr. McGilvary makes shorter woman's missionary work when Sophia

visits to the neighboring villages, be- Cooke left her beautiful English hume

sides visiting in the temples and homes and turned her face toward the Orient .

of the people in Cheung Mai. He fol- Christian womanhood in its organized

lows fully Paul's charge to Timothy capacity had not come to the front in

to preach the Gospel, to be instant in those days, and she did not have the

season , out of season . No matter help and spiritual upholding of a lov.

whether he be in the hovel of the slave ing sisterhood in the home land . With

or the palace of the prince, he preaches Abrahamic faith she started out for a

Christ. land of which she literally know noth

He is beloved by all who know him , ing, and concerning which very little

young and old , native and foreign. He was known by the Church.
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III.-FIELD OF MONTHLY SURVEY.

BY DELAVAN L. PIERSON .

Siam and Laos,* Malaysia,t Unoccupied Fields, Buddhism , Work among the Lopers.

SIAM AND LAOS. ance of foreign ways and foreign relig ,

Siam is taking her place among the
ions. They are children of nature ,

civilized nations of the world . Al being well versed in knowledge of the

ready she has railways , telegraphs, and
“ book of nature,” but caring nothing

electric lights. Her last step in advance
for other spheres of learning. They

is in having given her adhesion to the
are exceedingly simple minded , con

Red Cross Treaty ( concluded at Geneva ceiving of their own country as the cen

in 1884 ), thus binding herself torecog. ply as " the outside country .” They
ter of the world and all other lands sim

nize the neutrality of those who care

for the wounded in time of war.
are difficult to arouse, but are capable

The

treaty is a step toward humanity ; but
of being educated into earnest , progres

when will the nations learn the folly of
sive Christians. Converts enjoy com

settling their disputes by seeking to parative freedom from persecution, and

destroy each other ?
there is no governmental opposition to

Great Britain and France are rapidly

the spread of Christianity. The coun

accomplishing the absorption of Siam
try is free from the caste system of !

India ; thereis no child marriage among

by the partition of her territory be

tween them. In 1884 the territory of
them , and very little polygamy—a con

Siam and the Laos country comprised dition due to poverty rather than to

about 500,000 miles ; now , by successive principle. This field is peculiarly the

encroachments on the west by England vineyardin charge of the Presbyterian

and upon the east by France, only about
Church (North ), they being the only

60,000 square miles. Apparently be
church laboring among the Siamese

fore long Chu-la-lang- Korn will have
and Laos. The great obstacle to the

no kingdom left .

progressof Christianity here, besides the

The Laos, or Lao, and other people of
hardness of the heathen heart, is the lack

the Shan States number about 5,000,000.

of funds to carry on the work. The

They live under four governments, some
Siamese have some virtues and many

vices. While gentle in disposition, they
being tributary to Siam , others acknowl.

edging the suzerainty of China, while
are indolent, deceitful, inveterate gam

many of them are living in the terri
blers, and smokers of tobacco and opium.

The women are not shut up in zenanas,
tory occupied by the English on the

west or that of France on the east .
but go aboutfreely ; they are deemed in

These people have no national pride,
ferior to men, and when a census is taken

and are thus peculiarly open to accept

it is said that only the males are counted !

See also pp. 43 ( January !, 294 (April), 333,
BUDDHISM

369 (present issue ). Book : " People and Politics

of the Far East, " Henry Norman. Articles : is said to exist with greater purity in

* Church at Homeand Abroad ," Assembly Herald ,

and " Woman's Work for Woman ' (May , 186) ;
Siam than in any other country, but it is

" TheWild Wa," Littell's Living Age (Febru: a religion without a Savior. When some
ary 22 , 1896) : " England, France and Siam ,"

Blackwood ' : ( March , 1896 ). native Christians were asked why they

+ See also pp. 61 (January) ; 317, 371(present

issue ). Book : " A Hundred Years of Missions, "
came to the missionaries, they replied ,

Dr. Leonard Articles : " Gospel in all Lands “ We are sinners, and we hear that your

(April, 1890 ) ; “ Malayan Child Life, " Orcerland

Monthly (March, 1898 ).
God helps.” Another said , “ I have

See also p . 358 (present issne ). Book : " A

Hundred Years of Missions," D. L Leonard , D.D.
heard of many religions, but I have

$ See also pp. 253 ( April ) , 3 :2 ( present issue). found no other god that loves as your

Book : “ Buddhism and Christianity , " Archi

bald Scott.
God loves." The Buddhists, when

'T
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questioned as to their hopes for the his Eastern and his Western admirers is

future, reply, “ It is all dark . ” due to the later legends invented by his

“ There are many different types of enthusiastic followers, and which are as

Buddhism . There is one type in Tibet, grotesque as they are impossible."

another in Ceylon, and another in Siam, F. F. Ellinwood.

while in China and Japan there are a

dozen Buddhist sects, some atheistic ,
WORK AMONG THE LEPERS.

others pantheistic, and one or two which In almost all of the countries of the

approach very nearly to the Christian East missionaries come in contact with

doctrine of salvation by faith . In Nepal lepers , and in very many places work

in the medieval centuries there was de. has been established to relieve their suf.

veloped an out -and -out theistic type, fering and to save their souls . * No

with a supreme celestial Buddha, or work is more Christ - like or demands

Adi Buddha, from whom all other greater consecration on the part of the

Buddhas sprang. He was regarded as workers . The results have everywhere

the self -existent Creator of the universe. been gratifying both in physical and spir

This type seems to have passed away, itual benefit to the lepers and in the en

but in most Buddhist lands to-day there couragement to the workers themselves .

is more or less of a semitheistic worship The disease is not contagious, and yet

of superior but created beings known occasionally the missionaries and others
as Buddhas, Bodisats, etc. have been afficted with it. A remark .

“ The original Buddhism was atheistic able case is that of Miss Mary Read, an

or agnostic. This has been much in American missionary, who discovered

dispute, and many Western apologists that she was suffering from the disease

have insisted upon the theistic char- while she was at home in America on

acter of the system ; but in a Bud furlough in 1890. This discovery

dhist's catechism prepared by professed caused her to suffer untold agony of

Buddhists we find these words : ‘ Bud . mind for many hours, and at first the

dhism teaches the reign of perfect good. thought was unbearable. Only those

ness and wisdom without a personal who have seen the lepers in various

God ; continuance of individuality with stages of the disease can imagine its

out an immortal soul ; eternal happi. loathsomeness and the intense suffering,

ness without a local heaven ; the way mental and physical, which accompa .

of salvation without a vicarious Savior ; nies it. The malady gradually robs its

redemption worked out by each one victims of sight, hearing, taste, smell,

himself without any prayers, sacrifices, speech, and makes them the most awful.

and penances ; without the ministering looking creatures conceivable — what a

of ordained priests ; without the in- fit emblem of sin in its effect upon the

tercession of saints ; without divine spiritual nature and in its loathsome

mercy .' Finally, it teaches that su ness in the sight of God ! Miss Read

preme perfection is attainable even in soon submitted herself, body and soul,

this life and on this earth . ... to God , and returned to India to work

“ Gautama Buddha himself, seemsto among the lepers at Chandag, and her

stand above reproach as a man of very efforts in their behalf have been won

rare self-control, of benevolent spirit , derfully blessed. She herself is said to

and of true philanthropy. His atheism have been restored to health in answer

was perhaps a result of the superstition to the many prayers offered on her be

and folly which he found in Hinduism ,

and especially in the bootlessness of his * The Mission to Lepers in India and the

ascetic rigors, pursued through six
Eust has been in operation for over twenty

years of self -renunciation and suffer
years . It is international and interdenomina

Contributions should be sent to W.C.

ing . Much of the fantastic drapery Bailey, Esq ., 17 Glengyle Terrace, Edinburgh ,

with which he is now invested by both Scotland .

tional ,




