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fssued many millions of portions of
Bcriptures. The whole Bible is pub-
lisht in 4 diffcrent languages, the Bur-
man, the Sgaw Karen, the Pwo Karen
and the Shan, and portions of Scrip-
ture in about 5 or 8 other of the varied
dialects of Burma, As the Press is
the only printing house which can
publish books in all the principal
languages used in Burma, many
school books in general use not only in
the mission schools, but in government
and other schools, have been issued
from it; and, in fact, the school work
of the whole country is largely dcpend-
ent upon the work of this single estab-
lishment for its books and other liter-
ature.

—E. P. Dunlap writes thus from
Siam : A few months ago 2 devoted
missionaries reacht our field from an
unexpected source. They were sent by
the native church of Burma, and by
that church to be supported in their
work. They are Peguans, a tribe of
lower Burma, and are here to labor for
the Peguans of Siam, a people that
have been sorely neglected—thousands
of them war captives, and the descend-
ants of captives, made during Siam’s
wars with Burma. This aged mis-
sionary and his wife left a strong church
in Burma and a large family of children
and grandchildren, and made their way
alone for the joy of proclaiming Christ
to their fellow-countrymen in this land.
A few Sabbaths ago 15 Peguans were
baptized through their labors.

China.—Rev. J. F. Masters, a mis-
sionary in China, saysthe Chinese word
for heavenly is *‘teen,” with an aspirate
on the vowels. The missionary left out
the aspirate with the result that the
word meant ‘“crazy.” After Mr. Mas-
ters had studied Cantonese a few
months he endeavored to preach a
sermon. He wrote it out carefully,
but made so many blunders in tones,
vowel quantities and aspirates that some
of the Chinese remarked how much the
English language resembled the Chi-
nese. They supposed that he had been
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preaching in English! On another
occasion he meant to order a roast
chicken, and told his cook to go out
and set fire to the street.

—The Peking Gaeette publishes an
imperial edict appointing a director of
the railroad to be built between Peking
and Hankow. The new road will be
some 700 miles in length, and it will
involve the bridging of 27 rivers. It
is said that funds for the construction
of this line, to the amount of 80,000,000
taels, have been advanced by an Amer-
ican syndicate.

—The China Mission Hand-book,
just publisht in Shanghai, gives these
the latest figures from the Celestial
Empire :

Number of societies reported, 44
Stations, 158
Qut-stations, 1,054
Eor:eigu misssionarieg 1,409) 1:323
ative agents (preachers, 1, 1
Number of churches, 708
Communicants, 55,083
Total pupils under instruction, 21,358
Medical missionaries (women, 47) 148
Number of hospitals, ket
Number of patients, 18,898
Number of dispensaries, 111
Patients in dispensaries, 223,163

‘Were the wives of the missionaries
enumerated, the number of foreigners,
male and female, would probably ex-
ceed 2,000.

Korea.—A man’s name, says a mis-
sionary in Korea, is like a bamboo wil-
derness—all the same thing, and yet all
different. He has his boy name, his
hat name, style name, special name,
and the good or bad name he leaves at
death.

—Mrs. M. F. Scranton writes of the
dress of the Korean boys and girls:
“The boys, when drest up, have on
long pink or red coats and white loose
trousers, fastened about the ankle with
a band of a bright-colored cloth or
ribbon. They wear white wadded
socks and wooden shoes. Their long
black hair is parted in the middle and

hangs in a braid down their backs,
and is tied with a black ribbon. The
girls generally wear red cotton skirts,
with short jackets either green or yellow
in color, Their hair is combed like
the boys’, only they wear a plum-colored
ribbon instead of a black one,”
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about one-hundred thousand. There
are sixty-five hospitals and dispensaries.
These cost seventeen lakhs of rupees.
Ten of these are entirely supported by
native princes. Two princes in Raj-
putana gave $190,000. Seven other
hospitals are in course of construction.
There are two hundred and forty-three
students in medical colleges or in train-
ing classes. Scholarships have been
given women in the schools in Calcutta,
Madras, Lahore, Bombay, and Agra.
There are training classes in Cuttack,
Lucknow, Allahabad, Rangoon, Nag-
pur, and Benares. Students are encour-
aged to go through these schools and
then to go to England or Germany for
theirdegrees. There has been much pre-
Judice in the way of the work. Sickness
is regarded by many as a visitation for
sin and can be cured only by expiations
and incantations and other religious
remedies. Others think women are
unworthy of the medical treatment pro-
vided for men. It has been found
difficult to get women of the higher
castes to lcave their seclusion and pre-
pare themselves for this service. Gradu-
ally, however, prejudice is giving way,
and the work of the Association is
growing in public favor.

It will be noted that this is work con-
ducted by woman in the interest of
women. A masculine physician is not
allowed to enter a woman'’s apartments.
If heis called in as a last resource he
may speak to her through a screen, but
he cannot see her and make a thorough
examination. Many women would die
rather than to have a man come near
them. For this reason women must be
trained as physicians and nurses. They
must be qualified to treat all diseases
that their sex is heir to. This means
much for the elevation of the women of
India. If the minds of a considerable
number are developt, if they take
some worthy part in the work of the
world, and live no longer like a frog in
a well, others will profit thereby. It
should be noted, furthermore, that this
18 a benevolent work simply; in no sense
is it missionary or Ohristian. It aims
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to be unsectarian and national, and
therefore neutral as respects religion.
No employé is allowed to proselyte or
interfere in any way with the religious
beliefs of any section of the people.
Lady Dufferin and her associates sought
to arouse the conscience and imagina-
tion of the public at large, and to reach
all parts of the Empire and all classes
of the community. They sought to
enlist and benefit the Hindu, the Mo-
hammedan, and the Buddhist. At the
same time they were careful not to an-
tagonize or interfere with the medical
work of the missionaries. There is
work enough for all.

This National Association has been
called one of the greatest charities in
existence. It is one of the direct re-
sults of nissionary enterprise. The an-
nual reports do not refer to Miss Beilby
and the Maharani of Punna. They
prefer to say that the Association owes
its existence to the direct initiative of
Her Majesty the Queen-Empress. That
sounds better in some ears than to say
that it owes its birth and being to a
medical missionary. Nevertheless, the
truth is known, and it can not be hid.
Recently the London Times referred to
Lord Dufferin as an orator, a statesman,
and a diplomat, and added that the
work that would live longest and be
most beneficent, was the work he did
in connection with this Association for
supplying Medical Aid to the women
of India.

Some Reoent Innovations at Cheung
Mai, Lao Mission.
BY REV. W. C. DODD,

Most of them you in the home-land
wonld not call innovations, but develop-
ments. But to the Lao people they
come as something very new; and we
will not quarrel about names.

One innovation was the observation,
this year, of Children’s Day in the
Cheung Mai Church. The word got
out that there was to be something un-
usual, and something very enjoyable.
People put their own construction on it.
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Some conjectured that it was to be like
the native New Year—a time for throw-
ing water on everybody. Rev. Nan
Tah, Associate Pastor of the Church,
even sent me a note, saying that he had
heard that there was to be some kind of
doings, he did not know what. He
hoped it would be appropriate to the
day and the place. But after in was
finisht, he turned to me and said:
“Can’t we have it every Sabbath?”
And no wonder. Surely nothing so
enjoyable had ever before been wit-
nessed by these sober-minded Chris-
tians. There was marching into the
church; there was singing in concert,
reading in concert, the Lord’s Prayer
in concert; one class recited the Fourth
Commandment in concert; more than a
dozen other classes recited selected por-
tions of Scripture in concert, beginning
with the two infant classes, and ending
with the Bible Class of Rev. Punyah;
there was a motion song by another
class, and an English hymn by the chil-
dren of the missionaries. The only ex-
ercises which were not in concert were
two prayers, two addresses, and the
benediction; and it is by no means cer-
tain that the people did not wish that
these had been in concert, too.

It was a great day. And Rev. Nan
Tah, who knows a good thing when he
sees it, wrote me a poem on the subject,
extolling the patience and the ability of
those who had trained the classes, and
had planned and managed this whole
affair. He and others have said that if
we can not have it every Sabbath, they
would like to have it at least once a
month.

Another innovation this year is in the
social realm. We are beginning to have
asecond generation of Christians now,
after thirty years of mission work.
There are young men and women com-
ing from our schools who are not con-
tent to spend their time in idleness or
frivolous gabble. Their minds must
have some employment, especially in the
evenings, after their work is finisht.
As yet we have only a limited stock of
Christian literature. This people are
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almost passionately fond of games.
Hence it has been put on the hearts and
consciences of the missionaries that we
are bound to lead our young people into
innocent amusements, or they will drift
into questionable ones. 'We have tried
to meet this new duty by inaugurating
several social features, none of them at
all new to you, but all of them innova-
tions to this people.

One has been the translation of a set
of Bible-History cards, which can be
played as authors’ cards are played.
These are not all finisht yet, but a few
trials of them have seemed to indicate
that among the better educated they
will be popular, not only as a pastime,
but also as a course in Bible History.

Another social feature has been that
individual missionary families have,
from time to time, invited the Lao min-
isters, or the members of one of the
schools, or the members of a Sabbath-
school class, to the missionary homes,
and have entertained them with pic-
tures, games, microscopic views and
refreshments. These entertainments
have seemed to be very popular. Gra-
dually foreign games are being intro-
duced and adopted, sometimes with
amusing modifications.

But, after all, most of our innovations
are quite distinctly religious, not only
in tendency, but in actual form. One
which the people at first resented as a
most decided and unwarrantable inno-
vation, was well begun last year, name-
ly, the matter of urging systematic,
scriptural giving. Sporadic example
and teaching on this subject had been
given before, but last year a movement
was begun all along the line. It is
bearing fruit. One church, Lampoon
First Presbyterian, at a congregational
meeting held after a most thorough
ventilation and discussion of the sub-
ject had already been had, decided
without a dissenting vote to tithe as a
Church. And if they live up to that
action, it w1l be an innovation of a most
welcome sort.

Another most welcome inroad into
Christian-heathen ignorance is the or-
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ganization of a Woman’s Missionary
Society. It now has over thirty mem-
bers, holds monthly meetings, and al-
ways takes up a collection, or rather a
voluntary contribution. Some conse-
crated missionary effort, some conse-
crated native zeal, and some consecrated
tithe-money is going into that Society;
and we know what will come out.
Angels are rejoicing over that Society
already.

One of the best innovations, and one
which might prove a real innovation if
introduced into some home churches,
is what we may call the organizing of
the church into a night-school to study
the Word, village by village, commun-
ity by community. It is something
after the plan outlined in ‘‘ Methods of
Mission Work,” by Rev. J. L. Nevius,
late of China. Each community is or-
ganized into a school, a leader is ap-
pointed, the members are put into
classes, according to their advancement
in study, and a record of attendance is
kept. Also, the completion of any one
course of study by any class is noted.
The courses consist of learning to read,
reading in course, committing to mem-
ory certain designated portions of the

Word, explanation of Scripture pas-
sages, committing of the Child’s Cate-
chism, and now that the Shorter Cate-
chism is just translated, it also will be
committed by the more advanced
classes. This work was suggested to
the people b‘;t' the missionaries, but in
many places it has been taken up by the
people themselves, and is being sus-
tained in a very gmtifyigg manner.
Surely the Spirit who inspired the Word
will richly bless the study of it.

May the time soon come when all
these things shall cease to be novelties
and innovations, and shall become fix-
tures of the Lao Church.

A New Conference in China.
BY REV. W. K. BREWSTER.

On the morning of Nov. 26th, Bishop
Joyce opened the first session of the
Hing-hua Mission Conference, com-
posed of the three southern districts of
the Foochow Conference of the Metho-
dist Episcopal Church. The Hing-hua
Prefecture lies on the coast half way
between Foochow and Amoy, It has
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a distinct dialect of its own. The work
of the Methodist Episcopal Mission
began here over thin{‘years ago. Dur-
ing the period from the early sixties to
1880, no foreigner lived in "Hing-hua.
There was generally a native Presiding
Elder, and the missionary in charge,
living in Foochow, made more or less
extended and f
work, as time an
permit.

But it became manifest that the work
needed a more thorough supervision
than it could receive in this way. The
dialect being different from that of Foo-
chow, few of the missionaries could use
it effectively. In 1890 the writer was
transferred from Bingapore, and ap-
goinm to Hing-hua, with his wife, be-

%Vthe first forcign residents there.

e began to hold short camp-meet-
ings at the various village centers,
beginning generally on Thursday even-
ing and closing Sunday evening, holding
four services a day, beginning with a
before breakfast Erayer-meeting. Near-
ly a score of such meetings have been
held. Many hundreds have been clearly
converted in these meetings, and the
spiritual life of the whole Church has
been greatly quickened.

That the work in this line has been
deep and genuine is manifest from the
markt advance in self-support.

Last year the three gi(;trlcts now
forming the Hing-hua Mission Confer-
ence raised for pastoral support $1288.74
(Mexican); this ysar, $2,482.12, or an
advance of $1,148.88; being an increase

uent trips over the
other duties would

of nearly 100 per cent.
In addition to this, a Home Mission-
ary Society has been organized. It was

begun b{ some of our most zealous
native helpers toward the close of the
last Conference year. Nearly $300 was
given in 1895. This year there has been
great enthusiasm about this coliection,
and the sum of $1,431.78 has been
e aggregate increase of mon
raised for pastoral support, l.ncludiz{
the Home Missions collection, reaches
$2,283.00. Another such advance this
year, and our native preachers will be
entirely supported by the native church.
There has also been a healthy increase
in membership of 880 full membersand
634 probationers, or a little over one
thousand altogether. The year has been
one of solidifying rather than expand-

ing.
ﬁ’he Conference Session was memor-
able. Nearly one thousand people were
(érgwdid hl:ltlohtlixe .lTles?e Lee fl&morinl
urch, which is the largest Protestant
Church in the Province.ges
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AN OPEN DOOR IN SIAM—THE SHAN STATES.
BY REV. ROBERT IRWIN.

In these days of world-wide missions, when the Church has begun
to realize her duty to all nations and peoples in view of her Lord’s
last command, and has begun in an energetic and systematic way to
grapple with the problem of the world’s evangelization, it is only
necessary to point out some neglected people with their spiritual
needs, and before very long the effort will be made to supply them
with the Gospel. To call attention to such a land and peoples is the
object of this paper.

The SHAN STATES comprise a little larger territory than that of the
State of Missouri. They are situated in Eastern Asia, bounded on
the North by China, on the East by Tonking, on the South by Laos,
and on the West by Burmah. The country is very mountainous and
is watered by numerous rivers and streams. The Maakong divides
it into two nearly equal portions. The plains are fertile and rice is
the principal crop. Fruits are not abundant; vegetables less so than
in Laos or Siam. The people easily make a living. There are two
great classes of people, those-in the plains and those in the mountains.
The plain people are of three principal tribes, closely related to one
another and to the Laos—the Lew, the Kuru, and the Ngeeo or Shan.
The language of the Lew and Kuru, both spoken and written, is similar
to the Laos. The Lew are by far the most numerous, the Ngeeo and
Kuru tribes being confined to the West, and occupying probably not
more than one-fourth of the country. In addition to these three
main tribes there are a few closely-related smaller tribes scattered
throughout, such as the Ti Luang in the extreme North, the Ti Yuen
along the East of the Maakong, the Liin the extreme East, the L’'wah
in the Northeast, the KaHok in Muang Nyong.

Very many tribes inhabit the mountains, and they all differ from
the Laos tribes and from one another in dress, customs, language, and
religion.. The most important of these, so far as we know, are the
Kamooh in the Southeast, the Moosur, the Kooey, and Kaw in the
central and Southwest, the K’lah, with a thousand fighting men, in
the central Northeast, the Lanten, speaking a Chinese dialect, the
Maaso and Lamait, south and east and extending into Laos in the
vicinity of Chieng Kong. These tribes have no intercourse with one
another or with the people of the plains, except in trade, and there are
a few in each tribe who can speak the other languages. They are
nomadic, remaining two or three years in a place and, impelled by
some invisible force, they are migrating steadily southward. Their
villages are usually located on or near the summit of a mountain,
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from which they have cleared every vestige of vegetation. In pre-
paring rice-fields they display a beautiful abandon. Felling the entire
forest, they burn it over and sow among the confused mass of charred
logs. No plow is needed. Their civilization is very rude. With the
exception of the Lanten they have no books and no written language.
One tribe of Moosur say they once had a book of their own, but a
stranger visited them and ate it—another way of saying they have
lost the art of writing. They have a strange reverence for books.
At one village the head man showed us a book bought from a Laos at
an exhorbitant price. It was carefully wrapt up and kept on a
shelf, and religious offerings made to it. No one in the tribe could
read a word of it, and its meaning was a mystery to them. They
were not at all pleased when they found that our Laos could read and
"understand it, and laugh at the nonsense of worshiping a book. The
head man gravely replaced it on the shelf, and changed the topic of
conversation. Government is patriarchal, laws are simple, judgment
summary, and the customs unchanging. When the matter of accepting
the Christian religion was presented to one Kaw village, a general
council was called, and the question discust for several hours.
When it became clear to them that its acccptance meant the giving
up of important, immemorial customs, they decided they could not
“leave their forefathers.” Some of them, notably the Kaws, are
addicted to drink, and opium, brought from China, is beginning to
demoralize some of them. In general, however, they are not grossly
immoral.

The civilization of the plain tribes is of a much higher grade, and,
like the Laos, is perhaps equal to the Chinese. They have a large
literature, chiefly of a religious nature, much of it translation and
semi-translation from Pali. There are numerous histories; .and
records are kept of all official proceedings. There are also some
fiction and poetry. Schools abound in connection with the mon-
asteries (usually called temples), and their teaching is restricted
mostly to the rudimentary branches of learning, and to the study of
the Buddhist sacred literature, but astrology, demonology, and a
practical use of the Pali language are also taught. From a third to a
half of the male population are more or less educated. There is no
oppostion to the education of women, but neither is there provision
made for it. Manners and etiquette are cultivated to a much higher
degree than with us, and involve speech, posture, position, address,
salutation, etc., which must be used between superiors, inferiors, and
equals. The science of instrumental music is not well developt, but
they have & variety of instruments, and good players are not rare.
Their code of laws is elaborate and, in the main, just, but the officials
are corrupt. They have a graded system of courts. Litigation is
common, and cases often last for years. Each important prince has
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a bodyguard of soldiers, and these form the city police a8 occasion
demands. There is no standing army, but a system of levy in case of
war. In personal appearance the people are of average stature,
well-formed, good-looking, of & brownish color, and have not the
almond eye of the Chinese, They dress tastily and are sociable and
affectionate. Women are respected and sometimes hold high posi-
tions. The marriageable age is from sixteen to twenty-two. Marriage
is a matter of choice by the persons concerned, but both their families
must consent, and the contract must be signed by the heads of each
clan. Family life is often harmonious, but adultery and other sexual
gins are frightfully common, and the country is full of wrecks of
families. Widows and orphans are cared for by relatives. Lepers
and persons accused of witchcraft are outcasts.

Just what the political sfatus of the country is now, it is hard to
say. Before the last French grab of Siamese property two years ago,
a large part of the Shan States was subject to Britain, part to China,
part to Siam, and part to France, but none of these powers has suc-
ceeded in establishing its authority over the scattered tribes, and
their rule is only nominal, and amounts to little more than receiving
a small annual tribute. In 1893, the British governor, then residing
at Fort Stedman on the Salwen, refused Dr. McGilvary and myself a
passport to travel through the country, on the ground that the Shan
tribes were discontented and turbulent, and his authority over them
was 8o slight that he could not guarantee us protection. The Chinese
have no resident official in the country. During our stay in Chieng
Hoong, we met the Chinese officer who came for the tribute. The
country is divided into petty, independent states. Shortly before we
made our trip in 1893, a quarrel, which ended in war, broke out
between Muang Lem and Chieng Hoong. The Chieng Hoong
people were successful and carried off several large villages of the
Lem people as hostages. In general the laws are well administered
and lawlessness is not common. The governor of Muang Luang
province told us that a man might go alone from one end of the
country to the other and not be molested. Another prince told us
that theft was almost unknown in his province. In three months of
travel in ten provinces, we certainly saw a well-ordered country. In
opening and carrying on mission work it makes little difference to
which power the country belongs, except, perhaps, France. It is of
no use to any of them except to keep others from taking it and to
secure the right of way into the countries beyond. This is proved by
the several easy transfers of large portions of the country made during
the late Siamo-French trouble.

The religion of the plain tribes is, as in Loas, a combination of
Buddhism and Demonism., The two systems have influenced and
modified each other. Demonism has peopled the unknown or
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unexisting Beyond of Buddhism with myriads of good and bad spirits
in close touch with mortals, and Buddhism has given a philosophical
dignity and structure to the unsubstantial Demonism. While believ-
ing in good spirits, tiwaboot and tiwada, the people think little about
them, since they are not much concerned with men, and their whole
religious attention is needed to keep themselves out of the clutches of
the evil ones. Charms and amulets are worn on the person and
placed in the house. In building a house a cabalistic writing is placed
on top of the posts under the plate, and a minature house is built on
the corner post of the verandah, in which offerings of rice, flowers,
little clay animals, etc., are laid daily. “Devil-houses” are erected in
consecrated groves and offerings made in times of trouble. Offerings
are also made at the temples and in the streets. Buddhist priests
prepare the most elaborate offerings of wooden horses, elephants,
houses, etc. Strategy is practist to deceive the demons. Streets are
made crooked to bewilder them, and a large party of travelers will
slecep in small groups to escape detection. To frighten off the
demons, large gongs, the abomination of noises, are beaten day and
night in all the temples. On the occasion of an eclipse the whole
country is wild with terror, and make every conceivable kind of noise
to drive away the demon that is “eating the moon.” The other
practical religious idea is “ tum boon ”’ or making merit. It is a posi-
tive doctrine as that of appeasing the spirits is a negative one. To
build a temple or a sala,* “booat”t or “pek ”’t a priest, copy the
scriptures, write & book and present it to a temple and to do good
deeds of almost any kind, though sometimes it is hard to find the
virtue in the deed, are some of the ways of making merit.

In regard to Buddhism as a philosophical system, there are
important differences from Buddhism in other countries, which make
our work as Christian missionaries easier:

A. As to God. Strict Buddhism is atheistic; Laos Buddhism
has room for a God, though He does not actually appear in their
teachings. They have important personages to perform special func-
tions in the spiritnal world. For instance, there is a group of
tdwaboot who record all the deeds of every man from birth to death,
and, on arrival at the seven-honged} sala in the land of shades, his
account (which determines his place of abode until he is reborn into
this world), is made up from the books. Again, Poo Ten and Nya
Ten (names of a male and female deity) used to have a good deal to
do with affairs in this world in the grey dawn of its beginnings, but
lately they have retired from active life, and now live in some out-of-
the-way heaven with only an indifferent interest in the world or its
mortals.

* Rest house.

+ To give a son for the priesthood. The two words are used for different orders of priests.
3 Hong, space between two posts.
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B. As to the soul. Laos Buddhism makes the soul consist of
thirty-two “chit”, 4. e., material and mental properties, tendencies,
etc. DPractically they correspond to the five skandas of other
Buddhists, which are dissolved at death, as a candle is blown out,
leaving nothing behind. With them it is not strictly true to say that
a man is reborn. His karma, the concentrated extract of life-long
actions, fastens itself on'a new individual. The Laos* believe their
skandes or chit are only scattered at death, and by an inherent power
come together again at the proper time, to begin another existence.
They are consistent, therefore, in speaking of “ weiin kuit weiin tai”,
the endless cycle of births and deaths. This doctrine, however, is
inconsistent with the general belief that at death the individual
becomes a demon, wandering in the land of shades and ever striving
to revisit the earth. No attempt is made to harmonize the two
doctrines.

C. Az to Kam, the Hindoo Karma, that impalpable something
tnat survives the destruction of everything physical and psychical,
the man’s record of a life of sin that reappears in a new child with
blighting influence and undeserved responsibility. With the Laos it
has a double significance. It is fate, an avenging Nemesis, that
returns the curse of evil action on the sinner’s own head, and it is his
“record " that foists in itself upon a new individual to curse its young
life. Disaster, actual or impending, is often attributed to kam, and
the people fear it more than the demons. Demons may be appeased,
kam is inexorable.

None of the mountain tribes, so far as I know, hold the Buddhist
faith. The Moosur and Kooey believe in one good Supreme Being
and many inferior deities. Their worship is purely spiritual and
without temple, priest, form, or rite. The Kamooh, Kaw, and other
tribes know of only evil powers, and their worship, if worship it can
be called, is of the lowest order. The conception of the grotesque
pictures in Dante’s *“ Inferno ” might have been gotten from a Kaw
village. Twisted roots and gnarled branches, piled together, repre-
sented their idea of the demon’s world.

The whole of the Shan States is open to the preaching of the
Gospel. In the tour of 1893 all classes of people, from king to beg-
gar, attended worship, and were eager to know about the “new
religion.” Many invitations were given us to settle among them, and
in almost every village and city we were prest to spend some days
with them, or at least one night. Several missionaries of the Laos
Mission are eager to push up into that country and take it for Christ,
but the Board (Presbyterian), owing to the deprest state of the treas-
ury, can not allow any new work to be begun. What a pity! It
would not be an expensive mission. One centrally-located station

* I use the word in a broad sense to include also the tribes in the plains of the Shan States.
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with four families, two ministers, and two physicians, could by a
system of itineration, and by organizing and training a self-supporting
and self-propagating church, care for and extend the work into all
parts of the land. With the whole country willing to listen to the
Gospel, and men, already with a knowledge of their language and
customs, begging to be sent to them, will the Church say, by silence,
“We can't afford it; let them die in their heathenism ?” How then
shall she look her Lord in the face? Some one person or church to
whom the Lord has committed wealth might easily undertake the
support of this work. Who will do so and save God’s Church from
reproach and future shame ?

MISSIONARY COMITY IN MEXICO.
BY REV. JOHN W. BUTLER, D.D., MEXICO.

The development of indigenous resources in our respective churches
and good fraternal relations between the different missions, to our
mind, are two of the most essential factors for laying broad and deep
the foundations of such a permanent and prosperous Protestantism in
the Republic of Mexico as shall, in all future generations, be blest
of God in the salvation of men and the exalting of the nation.

Concerted Protestant work in Mexico dates back to about 1872,
tho colporteurs, single-handed missionaries, and the so-called “ Church
of Jesus” record work some years prior to that date. We believe
the following to be about the order in which the different churches
planted their missions:

The Baptist, Northern Convention, 1862; the Church of Jesus,
1868, since disintegrated and one Fpart; of it gathered up by the Epis-
copal Church about 1880; the Friends of the New York Annual
Meeting, 1871; the Congregationalists A. B.C. F. M., 1872; the Pres-
byterians, 1872; the Methodist Episcopal, 1873; the Southern Presby-
terian, 1874; the Reformed Associate, 1878; the Baptist Southern
Convention, 18 ; the Methodist Church South, 1874; the Cumberland
Presbyterian, 1887; the Friends’ Indiana Annual Meeting, 1888; the
Seven Day Adventists, 1893; and the Mission of Mr. Harris in Ori-
zaba, 1694.

No mention is made of the once important work of the lamented
James Pascoe, begun about 1870, as soon after his death his work
seems either to have past over to other missions or entirely died out.
Mr. Bright, an earnest English lay-worker, did much good for a short
time in Mexico—Tehuacan and Orizaba, but left the country for other
ficlds of usefulness, without gathering up fruits which are never
visible.
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dia will mainly owe its Christianity
not to the Church of England, whose
responsibility is really greater, but to
American Christians, who do not wor-
ship with us, but who are realizing
more than we churchmen what evan-
gelizing a great country means.”

—“On December 11ith, the Rev.
Dhanjibhai Nauroji, of Bombay, com-
pleted the fiftieth year of his ordination
as missionary, and the occasion was
taken advantage of by his numerous
friends to present him with addresses
and congratulations. He was the first
Parsee convert in India, and was born of
a very respectable Parsee family at
Guzarat in 1822. He was one of Dr.
Wilson’s converts. His baptism took
place on the evening of May 1st, 1839,
and created a great sensation in Bom-
bay. Amid all persecutions the young
lad stood firm. In 1843 he accom-
panied Dr. Wilson to Scotland, where
he studied theology for three years. In
1846 he was ordained a missionary of
the Free Church. Mr. Dhanjibhai was
the first native of India to travel
through all the countries of Europe.
His misgionary work has been confined
to the city of Bombay, and he has al-
ways been lookt up to as a leader of
the Christian community.”— Church
Intelligencer.

—The American Baptist Telegu Mis-
sion, India, records 831 baptisms in
1894, and has a membership now of
53,502, with 8,048 Christian pupils in
theschool, and 5,456 in Sunday-schools.
The medical work is increasing, with
2,204 new patients treated during the
year.

—The statistical returns from the
two Canadian Baptist Telugu Missions
for 1896 are as follow :—Baptisms, 494;
present membership, 8,980. Of these,
25 baptisms increase the membership of
the Maritime Mission to 200. The re-
maining 457 baptisms push the mem-
bership of the 9 other stations up to
8,780.

—Among the Burmans, when a man
becomes an inquirer after the Gospel,
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the native preachers call him a sin-zar
thaw thoo—** a considering man.” Some
of the natives sin-zar for years before
coming to a decision.

—The King of Siam, Chulalongkorn,
is to make a tour of the world, tarry-
ing in the United States long enough
for his yacht to go around Cape Horn
to California. He is forty years old,
his sons are at school in England, the
crown Prince at Eton. The King
dresses like an European ; his palace is
lighted with electrictity; he has a French
chef ; he bas proclaimed religious lib-
erty in Siam and the protection of
Christians in their observance of the
Sabbath. He has reformed the judici-
ary, lightened taxation, partially abol-
isht slavery. He has establisht a fine
postal service, public schools, hospitals,
asylums and nurseries, and introduced
modern methods of travel. Personally
he sets his people an example of vir-
tuous, temperate, upright manhood.

China.—John R. Mott, just home
from a world-tour, concludes that China
is the greatest of mission fields for popu-
lation, for the combination of difficulties,
and also for possibilities. Thestudents
of the government competitive examina-
tions constitute the ‘* Gibraltar of the
student world.” Each year 500,000
compete for the first degree, 160,000 for-
the second, and 10,000 for the third.
Educational missions are of the greatest
strategic importance.

—A correspondent from Pekin men-
tions an interview he recently had with
Li Hung Chang the distinguisht Chinese
statesman, in which he referred to his
meeting with the representatives of the
various Foreign Mission Boards in
New York, Says the writer: ‘He
spoke of the fine appearance and evi-
dent attainments of those presented to
him at that time, showing that, like
others of his countrymen, he is a close
observer of faces and character.” The
correspondent adds: ‘“I have never
before heard the old man ask so many
questions about Christianity, having
been greatly imprest in many ways
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1IV.—EDITORIAL
Missionary Achievements of the Victor-

ian Era

Alexandrina Victoria came into the
succession to the throne in 1837, and
was crowned June 28th, 1838. During
these sixty years greater changes have
taken place than in all the previous
centuries of written history ; and par-
ticularly on the Mission fleld of the
world the change has been more than
an evolution—a revolution. No brief
treatment of such a stupendous theme
can do it justice. Volumes have been
written, and will yet be, on the sub-
ject. All we can do is to indicate a
few of the directions in which this
amazing development has taken place,
constituting the Miracle of the Ages.

It is scarcely too much to say that
nearly all the great openings of the world
fleld have been providentially made
within this period. More than this,
and most amazing of all, within the
short period of two years (1856-1858)
most of these wide doors were thrown
open.

IXDIA.—The Gibraltar of heathen-
ism—had been nominally unlocked to
missionary labor for many years when
Queen Victoria took her sceptre, but
the British East India Company was
by no means friendly to missions ; and
not until 1858, when its powers and
possessions passed over to the English
Crown, did the real epoch of Indian
misaions begin. But what a marvel of
Providence, that the foremost Protest-
ant power of all Europe, the Christian
empire of the world, should have be-
come the King’s forerunner, to prepare
His way in that Hindu peninsula
which is a world in itself! Think of
Britain, strangely introduced there to
literally build roads, set up courts of
Justice, erect Christian colleges, plant
printing presses, and arrange and adjust
all the complicated machinery of prep-
aration for India’s evangelization !

The era of woman’s emancipation in
the East Indies appropriately synchro-
nizes with the Victorian Era. It was
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in the Coronation year, 1888, that Dr.
David Abeel returned to Canton, after
his noble appeal to the Christian women
of Britain in behalf of their Oriental
sisters who were shut up in zenanas,
harems and seraglios, and unreachable
by existing missionary methods.

BuURMAR'S first convert was gathered
ten years before Victoria’s reign began;
but it was when she had been on the
throne for just forty years that the Ju-
bilee gathering of 1878 consecrated the
Kho-Thah-Byu Memorial Hall, which
represented forty thousand Karen disci-
ples, half of whom were still living.
And, now, at the close of these sixty
years, the transformation of these
Karen villages is one of the miracles of
missions, reproducing the wonders of
apostolic times.

S1aM has had Protestant missions
since the same year as Kho-Thah-Byu's
conversion ; but, again, we must look
further on for any real rooting of mis-
sions there. It was when Victoria
began her reign that the first CAurch of
Chinese disciples sn all Asia had been
formed under Dr. Dean among the res-
ident Chinese in Bangkok ; and it was
in 1851 that the death of the them
reigning king, who bitterly opposed
missions, and the succession of Maha-
Mong-Kut, their friend and patron, the
most progressive and liberal sovereign
in all Asia, turned the scale.

Turning to the ‘“ Walled Kingdom,”
we must fix 1842 and 1858 as the con-
spicuous years of breaches in CHINA’S
wall of exclusion. In the former year
five treaty ports were opened to for-
eigners, and the island of Hongkong
was ceded to the British; but sixteen
years later four more ports were
opened to foreign ships, foreign travel
was permitted, and Christianity was
tolerated by imperial decree. All these
developments, of course, belong to
the Victorian era.

JarPAx’s long-closed sea-gates were
unbarred in 1853-4 to America, and
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EDITED AND CONDUCTED BY REV. J. T. GRACEY, D.D.

Native Christian Giving.

For many years past special attention
has been given on all foreign mission
fields to the development of conditions
of self-sustenance and also of self-prop-
agation amongst the native Christian
communities of the several mission
fields. In some missions in the very
earliest stages of their history, it now
seems, as if a spirit of over-paternalism
on the part of the missionaries had laid
a fouhdation of inherent weakness of
the native church, not only evangelistic
native preachers, but native pastors,
having been supported from the foreign
funds, without requiring anything from
the native churches. On some fields
this condition has been so long chronic
that it is with great difficulty the new
order shall be introduced. This can
scarcely be said, however, to apply to
missions which have been begun within
the last quarter of a century, a8 special
pains are now taken from the very in-
ception of most missions to develop
self-reliance as well as a spirit of Chris-
tian benevolence.

The circumstances vary, more or less,
however, with almost every locality,
and much also with the hereditary
genius of the societies prosecuting this
work. There is, too, the difference in
the worldly condition of the converts
immediately on their abandoning hea-
thenism. It is often said that these
converts were accustomed to give very
liberally to the support of their native
heathen religions, and that therefore
they should be expected to continue
the same on their becoming Christians.
In many cases, however, these native
Christians, immediately on their pro-
fession of Christianity, are thrown out
of their means of gaining a livelihood.
It is surprising to know how large a
percentage of heathen people are en-
gaged In business directly allied with

heathen idolatry, and converts from
these classes but typify many others
who are entirely disabled by their con-
version from continuing in these occupa-
tions. Multitudes of others become the
subject of great persecution, and even
of personal violence, because they cease
to contribute to the support of the hea-
then temples—their crops being des-
troyed, their market being obstructed,
or in some one of a thousand other
ways they being made to suffer pecu-
niary loss. Dr. Chamberlain, of India,
instances a merchant who became a
Christian and was baptized in the mis-
sion church; as a result he lost his wife
and his child. ““They spurned him in
court when he sought to get them back.
He lost his property. He was one of
five brothers in the undivided estate,
and they brought in false evidence to
show that he had gambled itaway, and
he did not know what dice lookt like.
He had given largely to support Hindu
temples. When he became a Christian
he came into the church with naught
but what he was born with—his naked
skin! His property had gone, and that
is the way with men who had means in
that caste-ridden country—they lost
everything.”

It is also difficult to show in any sta-
tistical tables what these people do give,
proportionate to any standard of in-
come we can use. Dr, Chamberlain
says that the churches of the Reform
Mission in India give ten times as much
according to the proportion of their in-
come as the churches in America. The
income of fifty-four members, taken at
random was under thirty dollars a year;
of ten, under fifty-four dollars; of eight,
under seventy-two; and only one re-
ceived more than one hundred dollars a
year in that church, but they gave dur-
ing the year an amount equivalent to
one dollar eighty-five and a half cents
per member; or, multiply it by ten,
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they gave the equivalent of ten dollars
and eighty cents in that little church
per member. The average income of
the men heads of families was not more
than forty dollars per year. It seems,
therefore, unfair that the contributions
of these heathen converts generally
shall be formulated in money equiva-
lents and put in comparison with appro-
priations from the several home socie-
ties. In the American Board Almanac,
for instance, are given the appropria-
tions to foreign missions of twenty-two
American societies for a given year,
which aggregate $4,429,728, with a
credit from the native churches of those
several mission flelds of anaggregate of
$455,458, or a ten per cent. ratio. But
if it were true of the whole of the
mission fleld, and possibly it is, that it
averages no higher than the portion of
the India church mentioned by Dr.
Chamberlain, the ten per cent. contri-
bution from members having an aver-
age income of the head of the family of
forty dollars a year would, relatively,
be greatly augmented. Another diffl-
culty of comparative tabulation lies in
the variety of application of the funds
contributed by the native churches.
Some place great emphasis on the con-
tributions made for the salary of native
preachers, and even limit the term
‘“gelf-support” to this item. Others
encourage the native churches to evan-
gelistic ventures at their own charges.
A variety of conditions furnish a variety
in the impulse utilized to develop the
habit of giving amongst these several
churches.

‘Without any attempt at classification
of the several kinds of work, or of the
comparative value of the contributions,
we have selected from various sources
a large number of items from which we
now cull. Altho in this promiscuous
way they will not contribute to the
general philosophy of the subject, per-
sons who are interested in that line of
thinking may pick out data from these
to place with those which they have
collated from other quarters, and,
meanwhile, the mere repetition of
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these statements, it is hoped, will em-
phasize the importance of the whole
subject in the minds of all who have to
do with the administration of missions,
whether at home or abroad. The offi-
cers and representatives of the foreign
mission boards and societics in their
several conferences, have made strenu-
ous efforts to secure some uniformity
in the mode of reporting from the
several foreign fields, which will help
to reduce these statistics to some such
order as will enable all interested to
reach some general classification of
facts, and deduce therefrom some gen-
eral principles of equivalent adminis-
tration. We proceed now merely to a
miscellaneous collation of facts, the
like of which might be multiplied al-
most indefinitely.

The Karens of Burma afford material
of special interest for the study of this
subject. The college in Bassein was
built by their own labor and self-
denial. . The native church past a law
that every disciple should give a basket
of paddy and twelve cents in money.
They contributed the whole cost of the
land and the buildings, and paid the
wages of the teachers, the board of the
pupils. Less than five per cent. of the
money came from any outside sources.
In 1880 they began, in their deep
poverty, to build their own churches,
tho they were overburdened with taxes.
In 1849 the churches supported their
own pastors, and by 1850 they took
care of all their evangelists. The
evangelistic spirit of these Karens is
exceptionally inspiring. They give of
the products of their land for the sup-
port of their pastors, and to send mis-
sionaries to Siam and to other districts
in Burma. They have their foreign
missionary society, and send out their
young men, north and east, to distant
countries, supporting them there, and
reenforcing them as need arises. They
have establisht churches among those
tribes, and done a grand evangelistic
work, independent of foreign missiona-
ries and in the face of persecutions and
long separation from home, and from
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the privileges of Christian intercourse
with those they love. One missionary
tells of a time when he was in charge
of a station, an old Karen pastor came
to him with a large contribution for
foreign missionary work, and the mis-
sionary said: ‘‘How can your people
give 80 much? I know you are very
poor, the overflow of the river has
swept away your crops, and your cat-
tle are dying of disease; it is a famine
time with you.” ‘Oh!” he replied,
smiling; ‘it only means rice without
curry.” That is, they were rcady to
live on one article of diet, that the
foreign missionary work should not be
allowed to suffer. Another instance,
perhaps slightly revolting to the taste
of civilized people, is voucht for to
the writer by competent missionary
authority, when the pestilence of rats,
which sometimes curse Burma, devasted
the land. The rats pass in great com-
panies, perhaps literally millions of
them traversing the country, swimming
rivers that obstruct their passage, and
destroying everything before them. It
was on one of these occasions that a
native pastor brought the usual contri-
bution, to which the missionary gave
the suggestion that they could scarcely
spare so much that year, and recelved
the rejoinder, *“ We can live on rats,
but the Khakyens can not do without
the Gospel.”

In the New Hebrides the native
Christians make it a rule to give one-
tenth of their time to spreading the
Gospel and $2 aplece for the mission-
ary collection. They contributed 8,700
pounds of arrowroot to print an edition
of the Old Testament, and gave $6,000 to
translate the Gospel into Annetyanese.

The Wesleyan missions at Tonga, in
the Fiji Islands, meet their own ex-
penses, including the salaries of the
foreign missionaries, and hand a large
surplus over to the Australian Confer-
ence for mission work in other parts.

The English Presbyterian chapel at
Swatow, China, was built by native
Christians, who gave their money and
three hundred days’ work.
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The great advance in the remarkable
work of the Baptists in Ongole was
signalized by the amount of work for
which no foreign money was ever paid.

Turning to China, we find a number
of interesting statements. The Re-
formed (Dutch) Church has a mission
in Amoy, China, in which, in

1883, 750 members gave...._._. $1,8™
1888, 758 “ O meeea 1,958
1884, 743 ‘ e 1,681
1885, 783 “ s 2,107
1891, 968 “ R, 8,882

making a yearly average out of their
deep poverty of $2.50 per member for
ten years,

The Hinghua district of the Foochow
Methodist mission, China, in 1895 or-
ganized a Home Missionary Society.
The first year they gave $300. In 1896
they gave $1,431. This is used to aid
in opening work in new places, and
supporting weak ones. The amount
raised for pastoral support was, at the
same time, $2,432, nearly double the
sum contributed the year before. The
aggregate of this and the Home Mis-
sionary collection reacht $8,868, an in-
crease of nearly one hundred and forty-
five per cent. over the year before. The
Missionary says, ‘ Another such ad-
vance this year, and our native preach-
ers will be entirely supported by the
native church.” The summary of the
pastoral and evangelistic statistics for
forty-four missionary societies in China,
given in the ‘‘China Mission Hand-
book,” an invaluable thesaurus of mis-
sionary information about that land,
while it does not show what some of
the societies received, does show that
out of 708 church organizations 137 are
wholly self-supporting, and that fifty
thousand native Chinese communicants
gave $36,450. The Amoy Mission of
the London Soclety, summing up the
results of fifty years, reports between
fifty and sixty churches, with over
nineteen hundred members and two
thousand inquirers, who contributed in
1894 $4,800 toward the support of their
pastors, schools, etc. According to a
table compiled by Rev. Andrew Beattie,
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in twelve socleties in the Canton prov-
ince of the London, Presbyterian, Basel,
South Baptist, Berlin, and Wesleyan
missions, 8,248 church members contri-
bute toward the support of 117 preach-
ers, $4,688, which is a large advance on
the giving of the previous decade.

The Presbyterian Church of England,
in Amoy, make it a rule that no one is
to be ordained to the ministry till called
to the pastorate by a congregation pre-
pared to support him, the lowest salary
being set at $10 per month, At Swatow
the highest salary given to the senior
preacher by this mission is $7 per month,
but the native churches give $10 per
month. The native Christians support
& native mission, employing two evan-
gelists. The Presbyterian Church of
England, in Formosa, still pays most of
the salaries of the preachers, leaving
the contribution of the native members
to go to other objects. They gave in
1894 $2,100, about $1,000 of which went
to church building. They maintain a
foreign mission on the Pescadore isl-
ands, where, in a population of 70,000
people, they sustain two preachers.
The same thing is done by the mission
down at Singapore, where the native
Christians operate a ‘‘ Singapore Chi-
nese Missionary Society Fund,” which
is to support a missionary of their own.

The English Baptist Mission, in Shan-
tung, has six native pastors, supported
entirely by the native church. They
say that “ At the very first the principle
was adopted of doing nothing for the
church which it could and ought to do
for itself. 8o that the work of pastor-
ing the church in the days when it was
not strong enough to maintain a pas-
torate was done through leaders, stew-
ards, and local preachers, who gave
their time and strength voluntarily and
without pay. After a few years two
elders were elected, one shortly after
the other, who fulfilled all the duties
of pastors, except administering the
sacraments. These were at once sup-
ported by the native church, the con-
tributions for the purpose being sub-
scribed at meetings of delegates held
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every half year. 1In 1890 a scheme
'was proposed and adopted by the native
church, by which pastoral districts were
formed, and contributions were sub-
scribed by the stations included in the
scheme. In fixing the salaries of the
pastors, the desire was not to make
them rich men, but respected men, and
it was felt that the pay of the native
schoolmaster was a very good guide.
By the plan adopted, the pastors live
in their own homes, attend to their
farms in the busy harvest-season, and
give about nine months of their time
entirely to the church.”

Turning to Japan, we find in the
seventeenth report of the Church of
Christ, in Japan, some statements in
regard to what they call the problem of
how to use ‘saint-seducing silver,” so
as to really strengthen self-support,
rather than suppress it. The North
Japan Mission of the Reformed Church
places the responsibility of the call to
the pastor on the church desiring the
service; the mission supplements what
the churches give. The Presbyterian
Church, North, has a graded scale of
help till the church contains a hundred
members. The South Japan Mission
of the Reformed Church has no policy,
except that a church ought to advance,
year by year, in its own support. The
West Japan Mission, Presbyterian,
North, leaves the matter largely to the
individual missionary, emphasizing self-
support as the goal to be reacht. The
Southern Presbyterian Mission pay the
salaries of no pastors, and pay no
church’s running expenses. They get
the smallest body of believers to pay
something to their evangelist. The
Cumberland Presbyterian  Mission
makes it a rule to pay thirty-three per
cent. lees at the beginning of each year,
unless satisfactory reasons are presented
why it should not do so. The report
says of the Kumiai churches: “ On the
subject, as a united body, we have no
particular policy. When we understand
how difficult a thing it is for any single
mission to unite upon a policy, the uni-
fication of several may well be corr
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sidered as one of the most difficult of
problems, as well as one of the most
important. A difficulty in the way,
and a growing one, is that the cost of
living in Japan will continue to increase
with her progressin civilization.” They
report that their churches contributed
22,697 yen, and received from the mis-
sion 11,168 yen. In 1895 the Kumiai
Congregationalist reported seventy-
three churches, forty of which were
self supporting, and 11,163 members
contributed for all purposes 22,046 yen.

A member of the Methodist mission,
of Japan, who has given considerable
thought and study to this subject, fur-
nishes the writer the following figures
for 1896:

f Trer
H Ee§ 25
E | sEg 5
= 3] g. L]
s | 335 |5&%
Z “
Presbgterians(Chumh
of Christ)..ce. veeess 10,538 {$16,160.19 | $1.54
E%m lians (Sei Ko
................ 6.387] 7,890.81| 1.17
Congre ationalists
( £33 9,863| 18,451.47| 1.87
Baptists (of U.B. A)..| 1,882] 2,282.94| 1.19
Methodist Eﬂiseopal 4,887 18,446.52| 8.06
Greek Church......... 23,1581 5,126.511 .23

He says: ‘“Some other denominations
have excelled us, according to the same
statistics of 1896, in the proportion of
wholly self-supporting churches.” He
gives the following, unfortunately omit-
ting the Methodist:

Self-
Churches. support.
Presbyterians. _...... 1 18
Episcopalians._..._.. 60 1
Congregationalists ._ .72 85
Baptists_._.._...._..... 25 4
Methodist Episcopal 74 8

He further remarks: ‘ These other
churches began their work in Japan
from four to fourteen years before the
Methodist Episcopal Church had a sin-
gle representative on the field. The
Congregational Church had given to it,
in its early years, a whole class of edu-
cated men, who became its leading
pastors, heads of schools, etc. The
column, ‘TUnordained preachers and
helpers,’ i3 misleading, for all sorts of
helpers may be included, as well as
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those who are pastors of churches. But
while the Presbyterians have 10,588
members in 71 churches, with 49 pas-
tors, and the Congregationalists their
9,863 members in 73 churches, with 27
ministers, the Methodist Episcopal
Church has its 4,387 members in 74
churches, with 85 regular ministers to
support. Their churches are more com-
monly in the large towns, and they
concentrate upon these points. We are
also in the large towns, but we carry
the Gospel to many smaller places as
well, and, we believe, cause more people
to hear the message.”

It was intended to quote the tables
for the Turkish mission, the Mexico
missions, and the Africa missions, as
given in the ‘“Fourth Conference of
the Officers and Representatives of the
Foreign Mission' Boards and Societies
in the United States and Canada, 1896,”
but our space forbids anything further
at this time. We will be glad to receive
communications from any mission-field
giving this class of information.

J. T. GRACEY.

Belf-Bupport in Japan Missiona.
BY REV. DAVID 8. SPENCER, NAGOYA,
JAPAN.

Conversations with Christian tourists,
church officials o. different denomina-
tions, and many r-issionaries, convince
the writer that the problem of self-
support in mission work in Japan is
but partially understood. The discus-
sions reported from meetings of home
boards and committees force upon one
the same conclusion. Altho this is be-
coming in mission work the problem of
these closing years of the nineteenth
century, there are evidences that some
missionary organizations in the home
land not only do not understand the
subject, but do not make any adequate
effort to understand it. There are mis-
sions at work whose membersareseldom
ever askt by their home authorities for
advice upon the important problems
with which the missionaries on a for-
eign fleld have to contend. More than
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