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world. Whatever else is done for India, in plague prevention or

famine relief, or secular education , is but external and tertiary.

The King of Siam has been visiting Europe during part of the

year. Perhaps the pleasant intercourse he had, as it is reported , with

President Faure of France, accounted for the absence of serious

trouble over the boundaries between Siamese and French territory,

though the Siamese appear to have made some aggressions. Much

maybe hoped from the visit. The work of the missionaries is held in

as high favor as ever and explorations by Dr. McGilvary and Dr.

Peoples in the extreme north, above the Laos States, reveal a great

country and accessible peoples whom missions have not yet reached .

China has moved slowly during the year; but it is a great thing to

move one-fourth of the human race at all . Politically there has been

little change . Russia holds such a position with reference to Man

CIVIL SERVICE EXAMINATION HALLS , CANTON.

In these examination booths, each of which is only large enough for one man, the students are

examined in the Chinese classics. They are not allowed to leave them until each examin

ation is over, but attendants may bring them food and water.

churia as to be able to absorb that territory whenever she is ready to

do so , and her sharp, decisive action, during the war, in securing

Chinese territory from Japanese appropriation, and in pursuing one

clear, strong line of policy commanded the respect and confidence of

the Chinese government. In the south, France wants Hainan, and

makes little concealment of the desire, while the opening of the West

river to trade pours British influence into Kwang tung, Kwang si and

Yunnan, and so places an effective bar across the northward advance

of French aggression from Tonquin, while it establishes a belt of

British control, in fact, along the northern boundaries of Tonquin,

Burmah and Assam. British commerce and so British influence are
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A JOURNEY INTO TONQUIN.*

REV. WILLIAM UPCRAFT, SZCHUAN, CHINA,

Missionary of the American Baptist Missionary Union.

Among the fields yet unoccupied bythe evangelical mission forces,

none is more needy and, in some aspects, more promising than the

great French possessions in southeastern Asia. The reconstruction

which always accompanies the establishment of a newform of govern

ment among a subject people, affords an unusual opportunity for the

preaching of the Gospel and its affiliated good offices. At such a

time men's minds are apt to be susceptible to new truths, and the new

truths are essential, if the reconstruction is to be morethan skin deep.

Indo-China, the French possessions in the Orient, has been steadily

increasing in extent since Cochin-China was definitely annext, over

thirty years ago. It now extends from the Gulf of Siam, and the

delta of the Menam on the south and west to the southern border of

China proper on the north ; and by recent treaty with England the

Mekong forms its boundary in the northwest. Current interest

centers about Tonquin (or Tong-king) , owing to its position along the'

Chinese border, affording thus a convenient base from which to exploit

China's western territory.

The traveler from the north leaves Yunnan-fu (China), capital of

the province of same name, in which there is a station of the China

Inland Mission, and which is also the seat of the Catholic bishopric,

and after nine days' travel through a picturesque but sparsely peopled

country, arrives at Mengtze, where are a French censul and officers of

the Chinese Imperial Customs. Mengtze is important as the port of

entry for the trade route through Tonquin . The Catholics have a

mission here in charge of a French priest, who has come since the

place was opened by the French authorities. The interrelation

between the missionaries of " the church " and the French officials

has a color of suspicion to the Chinese mind, and is thus prejudicial

to the best interests of their mission work.

From Mengtze to Manhao, the little Chinese town on the Red

River, is a journey of two days, and leads one from the breezy, bracing

highlands of the Yunnan plateaux to the stifling, fever-laden atmos

phere of the river valley, which has proved so fatal to French and

Chinese alike. The Red River rises near Tali-fu in the western part

of Yunnan, and follows a devious and difficult course among the

mountains, till it nears the border of Tonquin . Here it becomes navi

gable for small Chinese boats, and at the frontier is large enough for

small steamers. These connect at Yembay with other lines, and so

make possible quick passage to the sea and the outer world .

In the almost insufferable inn at Manhao there was a suggestive

*Also spelt Tongking and Tonkin.



1898.]
107A JOURNEY INTO TONQUIN.

combination that could not fail to be noticed. By the door stood an

empty coffin , while near by, on a rude straw pallet, lay a Chinese

youth tossing in the fire and partial delirium of fever. At frequent

intervals the host came to look upon his guest, and in forcible, oft

repeated request bade the sick man begone. " Don't stay here and

die ; get outside." And why ? To die would necessitate a burial, the

expense of which would fall upon the innkeeper. A question of cash

anywhere will generally stifle the strivings of the Chinese not too

robust humanity.

Next day we found ourselves part cargo of a Chinese boat headed

for Lao-kai, the frontier post in French territory . Besides ourselves

and such other passengers as could find a place in the narrow boat, we

carried tin, opium, and native medicines. Of the exports through

Tonquin, tin and opium make about eighty per cent. , and opium is on

the increase.

About noon of the second day we came opposite to Shinfang, a

little village, the last on Chinese soil, that serves as a kind of feeder

to Lao-kai. A shallow, rapid stream flows into the Red River on the

left bank, and is the real boundary line between the two countries.

Our boat stopt at Shinfang, whence we walkt to the ferry which car

ried us across the boundary stream, and so we stood

ON FRENCH TERRITORY.

A couple of revenue officers awaited us at the ferry landing to search

all passengers, an object lesson in French colonial policy.

Lao-kai is a garrison first ; all other phases of its life are subor

dinate to this. The little town that nestles in the shadow of the fort

exists principally to supply the needs of the military, of whom there

is a large force. The fort is built about some old Chinese temples, a

part of which we occupied during our stay in the place.

Across the river are the quarters of the Annamese soldiers, who

are brought up from the lower country for military duty along the

frontier. Slim, lithe, rather under the average height of the Chinese,

they have the features of the Celestials, but they lack the character

istic curiosity and impudence of their former masters. Our impression

of the people at Lao-kai, which was intensified by further acquaintance,

was that this people were broken in spirit, lower than the Chinese in

development, and less markt in character. The women are active,

better built than the men, and seem to take a prominent part in the

affairs of life. In some places they contest with the coolies for

their share of the hardest of manual labor. The children were there

in shoals, merry, mischievous, black-eyed urchins in every stage of

undress, and in splendid harmony with their surroundings.

The trade is mostly in the hands of the Chinese, whose influence

and conduct are not for the well-being of Tonquin.
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From Lao-kai to Haiphong, the port of the province, is three days'

journey down stream. The country, for the first day, is little better

than unclaimed jungle, so far as one can see, yet there must be many

people there who choose to live in the retreat of the jungle rather than

in the more conspicuous places by the river's bank. Such a tendency

to caution has become strong in them because of past oppression.

After leaving Yembay, the prospect opens out more, evidences of cul

tivation are seen, and every stopping place is busier than the last.

Two things are prominent-the military and the missionary. Sol

diers are everywhere, apparently in every condition of disorder and

neglect. "The fathers of the church " have a good hold upon the

people in the lower country. One earnest, isolated man took great

pleasure and pains in explaining to us the character and extent of his

field and the results of his work. Later he showed us over the unfin

isht cathedral. Then, seeing we did not take either wine or cigars,

and much wishing to show us hospitality, he had the church bell rung

that we might hear "the sound of the church-going bell," a thing

quite unknown in the far land where our work lies.

Hanoi, the capital of Tonquin , is a neat, quiet city, standing round

a little lake at the head of the delta, less than a hundred miles from

the sea. The country between Hanoi and Haiphong is one large, flat,

marshy rice field , intersected everywhere by narrow, deep canals, the

connecting lines for different points. The villages, embowered in the

greenest and most graceful bamboos, stand around in profusion on every

hand. The local temple serves as a nucleus and attraction. The bamboo

walls and brown straw thatch of the miniature houses show in admir

able harmony-at a distance —the same distance generally observed

by the critical globe trotter, when he writes con amore of the poetic

East.

Along this open highway-the Red River valley-lies a most needy

field for missionary work. Tonquin has 60,000 square miles of terri

tory, a population of about ten millions, a stable form of government

under French rule, and is within easy communication both East and

West. It is probable that, owing to international jealousies and ambi

tions, nowhere so acute as in the Orient, an Englishman would be

lookt upon with suspicion here. Such a disadvantage would not be

attacht to an American citizen, and it is to them the appeal comes. It

is probable that none of the organized societies are prepared to take

up such a work. Shrinkage in receipts, with advance imperatively

needed on fields already occupied, quite exhaust all the means at hand.

But among individual Christians, with deepening convictions as to

their service for Christ, free from home responsibilities, and financial

ly able to bear the cost of their own support, Tonquin offers an invit

ing and urgently needy field.

The hand of God is in the opening of Asia, and the expanding
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rule of Western powers in these strongholds of conservatism and hea

thenism, is the opportunity, and therefore the obligation, for all who

can respond.

France has recently added a new province or two to Tonquin, thus

bringing her western frontier up to the eastern limit of British Burma.

From the Burmese side the loyal and much-blest missionaries of the

Baptist Missionary Union have been working since the days of Jud

son, and are extending their frontiers toward the sunrising.

It remains now for some to go in at the eastern seaboard and work

their waywestward, till the forces of the Presbyterian Church, advanc

ing northward from Siam, the Baptist workers from the west, the

Chinese missions from the north, shall meet the workers from theTon

quin coast, and so southeastern Asia be occupied by the forces of

Evangelical Christendom for the glory of God and the salvation of

the nations there.

THE ISLAND OF HAINAN.

BY ROBERT E. SPEER, NEW YORK,

Secretary of the Presbyterian Board of Foreign Missions.

The war with Japan involved the loss to China of the Korean

peninsula and the island of Formosa, or Tai-wan. The island of

Hainan also might have gone, had it not been too far to the south,

where it lies within the tropics, between the eighteenth and twentieth

degrees of north latitude. It constitutes a part of the province of

Kwang-tung, or Canton. In Yü-lin-kang bay, on the south of the

island, where there are traces of Mohammedanism in a mosque and

school, the East India Company used to lay up and repair its ships a

century ago. But the island had been little known and uncared for

during the present century, until the French in Tonquin collided with

the Chinese, and turned covetous eyes toward Hainan, which lies full

across the Gulf of Tonquin, and until Protestant missionaries and

trade workt their way in, within the last twenty years . The open

port of the island, Hoihow, is now connected with Hongkong and

Tonquin by a line of French steamers.

Hainan is the southernmost territory of China, and guards the

entrance to the southern rivers. The empire understands the impor

tance of the island , and in recent years had erected lighthouses and

forts of modern construction, fitted with Krupp guns, instead of the

harmless old structures, which, with exposed cannon and tumbling

parapets, add greatly to the picturesqueness of Hoihow harbor.

The island is one of the largest prefectures of the Kwang-tung

Province, about one hundred and fifty miles in length and one hun

dred miles in breadth. There are no roads, however, and the paths
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*

Siam and Laos, Malaysia,t Unoccupied Fields, t Buddhism,S Lepers, T

Missionary Comity. I

BY DELAVAN L. PIERSON.

Siam and Laos.

Siam is in even greater dan

ger than China of being swallowed

up by European nations. The en

croachments of the English from

Burma, on the west, and of the

French from Annam, on the east,

will probably, sooner or later, leave

the King of Siam with little or no

territory to govern .

This is uniquely a Presbyterian

mission field, the principle of com

ity having thus far been faithfully

observed by other denominations . **

Most of the aggressive and suc

cessful work is that carried on in

the Laos country, where 163 have

been added to the church on confes

sion during the year. Most invit

ing doors to new fields are being

opened on every side. The Lord's

hand was plainly manifested in the

opening of this land to the Gospel,

and inits preparation for future har

vests. His hand is likewise seen in

the direction and progress of the

work. As to the reasons for the

smaller degree of success in the

* NEW BOOKS : " Siam and the Siamese, " A.

H. Leonowens.

+ See also pp. 627 ( Aug. , '97) ; 835 (Nov , '97) ;

343, 359 (present issue ) .
NEW BOOKS : Java, the Garden of the

East," E. R. Scidmore.

RECENT ARTICLES : Ramazan in Malaysia,"

Macmillan's (Dec. , '97) .

See also pp . 534, 539, 540 (July, '97) ; 864

(Nov. , '97) ; 362 (present issue) .
RECENT ARTICLES : " In Unexplored Asia, "

McClure's (Dec., '97) ; " Afghanistan," Re

view ofReviews (Dec. , '97).

§ See also p . 357 (present issue) .
NEW BOOKS:

H. C. Warren.

"Buddhismin Translations,"

RECENT ARTICLES : " Buddha and His Doc

trines;" Asiatic Quarterly (Nov. , 197) ; “Bud
dha and Christ, " Methodist Review (Jan. ) ;
" Christianity and f Buddhism," Monist

(Jan. ) ; " Buddhism," Progress (Jan.) .

See also p . 330 (present issue) .

RECENT ARTICLES : " Leprosy and the Ha

waiian Annexation, " North American Review

(Nov. , '97) , and Cosmopolitan (Mar.) ; With

outthe Camp. (Monthly.)

See also pp. 194, 265 (March).

** The Baptists only conduct a mission for
Chinese in Bankok.

Siam than in the Laos mission, a

missionary thus writes * :

"1. The people in the two sec

tions are different. The Siamese

are indolent, shiftless, and practi

cally devoid of moral backbone.

Physically they are weak and

small, and greatly inferior to the

neighboring races. The Laos, on

the other hand, are more manly,

thrifty, and industrious, and pos

sest of a good degree of moral stam

ina.

"2. The dominating religion of

the Siamese is not the chiefspiritual

belief of the Laos. Buddhism rules

lower Siam, and from prince to

peasant few can be found whose

spiritual belief and practise may

not be summed up in the two car

dinal tenets of Buddha, viz. , Help

yourself to future bliss, ' and ' No

need to be in a hurry about it.'

The arch-adversary never bound

any section of the human race with

stronger chains than when he suc

ceeded in seducing these people to

a systematized belief in these two

doctrines . The principles underly

ing them (self-righteousness and

procrastination) are likewise at the

basis of most of the opposition

which the Church encounters in the

homeland. The enemy of man and

God can want no better weapons

against the kingdom of ' God and

His Christ ' than such as will lull

men into a belief that a Savior is

entirely unnecessary, or that no

alarm need be felt if they do not

make much progress toward eter

nalbliss in this life, as they will have

many more opportunities in future

births. Such doctrines as these are

held tenaciously in lower Siam.

"TheLaos, onthe contrary, while

nominal Buddhists, are practically

spirit worshipers, and are en

slaved by dread of spirits and de

mons to a much greater extent

than the Siamese. Buddhism is

secondary with the Laos, while

their crude superstitions and fears

of demons render them more ready

to accept such teachings as promise

absolute relief from the torment

* Church at Home and Abroad.
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under which they live . It surely

needs no lengthy argument tomake

it clear that the conversion of a

soul from a crude, unorganized

mass of superstition is far easier,

humanlyspeaking, than the conver

sion of one from a thoroughly or

ganized and shrewdly s , stematized

form of belief such as Buddhism.

" A correct appreciation of the

strength of the enemy will help

toward the final triumph of the

Cross here. Christ is all -pow

erful, and His hosts will finally

prevail, but we have an instance in

the Gospels where he permitted his

disciples to suffer mortification and

defeat because they underestimated

the difficulty in the way of casting

out a devil. "

There are about five million Laos

people, only two million of whom

are in Siam. They are not only

the most receptive of Christianity

of all the peoples among whom the

Presbyterian Church has foreign

mission work establisht, and give

the largest returns for the spiritual

investment ; but they are so cen

trally located among the various

branches of the race-family to

which they belong, that they are a

pivotal people. Christianize them,

they will reach their neighbors.

God has kept them free from

caste, as well as national pride.

There is no governmental opposi

tion to Christianity, but instead, a

proclamation of religious tolera

tion in that part which is tributary

to Siam, and a welcome from Laos

officials everywhere. There is no

child marriage , almost no poly

gamy. The Laos have no sea-coast,

hence are a stay-at-home people—

the kind that attend to their own

business, and do it well. They are

peaceable and polite, refined and

receptive, simple in their habits and

for heathen, comparatively pure in

their lives. All these things that

God's providence has done for them

help to make easier the part that

we, their brothers and sisters, must

do for them. The light which they

nowhave is God's ; for the darkness

we are responsible.

Closed Lands.

Are there any such, or has the

Churchbeen lackingin faith, prayer,

and self-sacrificing zeal ? Most of

the countries of Asia, Africa, and

South America were once closed,

but were opened by God in answer

to the importunate knocking of

Christian emissaries of the Gospel.

Whenthe Lord says " Go, " He will

prepare the way, tho it be made

manifest but a step at a time.

Some lands still remain apparently

closed but they will be opened if we

but pray and go, pray and enter,

pray and stay.

The last closed door of South

America has at last been opened,

and now missionaries of the Gospel

Union of Kansas have begun to

work in Ecuador.

Tibet is still besieged by mission

ary armies, and Miss Taylor has at

last crost the boundaries and is

selling Bibles among Tibetan

peoples who are carrying them far

into Tibetan territory .

The 2,000,000 miles of unoccupied

territory in Africa is gradually

growing less as the picket-lines of

missions are pusht forward into

the Soudan, Upper Kongo, and

other waiting territory.

Afghanistan still shuts out the

Light of Life, but an occasional

ray from the Sun of Righteousness

penetrates even there in spite of

governmental edicts. Medical mis

sions on the border are being

greatly blest.

The Philippine Islands and some

other Papal possessions are still

hostile to the truth, but oneby one

these countries are shaking off the

yoke of Rome and declaring for

freedom of belief and worship.

In Arabia, Northern India, and

Western China some doors are

either closed or there is no one to

enter. Russia prohibits active mis

sionary work except in the way of

Bible distribution ; the Stundists,

however, thrive under persecution .
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pleased to make of himself, and we

shall soon see the fiery darts of the

devil quenched, and have joy.”

A most interesting account of

Mr. Müller's funeral has reacht us

too late for notice in this number.

It may be looked for in our June

number.

Another death-that of Hugh M.

Matheson, Esq., in London, Feb.

8th. ,-leaves another gap not easily

filled. Not only is this a loss to

the Presbyterian Church, of which

he was an intelligent and earnest

supporter, and in which for over 50

years he held office, but he will be

missed in the work of world-wide

missions. Calm, sagacious, busi

ness-like in method, Christlike in

counsel and conduct and spirit, he

was identified with every evangel

ical movement, the temperance

cause, social reform , etc. Principal

Dykes well said of him that "not a

dozen men in London in his genera

tion have in an equal degree com

bined commercial enterprise and

capacity with such spirituality of

mind. City life with its mad race

for wealth and power could not

vulgarize or mammonize such a

man."

The one object which, for most of

his public life, supremely absorbed

him was foreign missions ; for

thirty years he was in the chair of

the Synod's Committee for the pro

motion of this great cause, and lat

terly he bent his energies mainly

to build up the China mission . It

may be well to add Dr. Dykes' own

words:

Deep as is our grief at home, the

tidings of his death willbe received

on the mission field with some

thing like dismay.'

"Into it he threw his whole

heart. He fashioned its policy ; he

grew intimate with its details ; he

watched over its expansion with

paternal concern . With the mis

sionaries his relations seem to have

been singularly beautiful. In the

selection of them he took personal

pains. He made friends of them ;

he corresponded with them on the

field ; he sent them forth from his

hospitable home and welcomed

them back to it on their furloughs .

" Our China Mission-in its re

markable growth, in the wise lines

on which it is planned, in the stim

ulating memories it has accumu

lated, in the devout spirit which .

presides over it, and in the honor

able place it holds among kindred

enterprises-is the real and lasting

monument which Hugh M. Mathe

son has reared for himself. By

it he has laid our church under

deep and enduring obligation. By

it, so long as the story of the

church is recalled, will his memory

be kept green in grateful recollec

tion . "

A Correction.

On page 218 of the March RE

VIEW, The Church Intelligencer,

from which a quotation is made, is

inadvertently referred to, as the

organ of the C. M. S. , which pub

lishes the Church MISSIONARY In

telligencer. The Church Intelli

gencer represents a society known

as the " Church Association , " the

business of which is to protest

against supposed Romanizing in

novations and tendencies in the

Church of England.

That the effect of retrenchment

has not been wholly evil is seen

from the report ofthe annual meet

ing of the Laos Mission. They

have been led to devise plans for

greater economy in building mis

sionary houses, and have received a

markt stimulus in the direction of

native self-support. The native

Christians have come to see that

supplies of money from America

are not unlimited, and like a boy

sent to shift for himself, are grow

ing stronger by being compelled to

rely on their own resources. The

church at home, however, is none

the less to blame for withholding

more than is meet.

One of the most beautiful exam

ples of heroism and self-denial on

the part of missionaries and one of
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votion may exist in the same per

son. They think they have just

what we wish to give them. On

the other hand, our great difficulty

is that we will undertake to combat

a church by a church.

Rev. Wm. M. Nichol, Egypt :

The obstacles in the line of work

in Egypt are many, but let me

mention these three : The learning

of the Arabic language is diffi

cult because of its many guttural

sounds. The prevailing religion is

Moslem, and it is hard to fight

against, because it is a mixture of

truth and error. Another difficulty

is the position given to woman.

She is liable to be divorced at any

time, and divorce hangs over her

head like the sword of Damocles.

Rev. T. W. Woodside, Africa :

There are two classes of obstacles :

first, from the natives themselves

-the apathy, they are so content

with what they have and are. Sec

ond, obstacles from without, from

immoral white men, rum, and slav

ery. The rum is the vilest kind of

stuff, made of potatoes and doc

tored with sulphuric acid. Then

there is slavery, not only among

the natives, but also among the

white men; Portuguese, Dutch, and

Englishmen buy slaves. This is

not only domestic, but there is also

slavery onthe high seas. Slaves are

shipped upon the high seas. There

were one hundred slaves on the

steamer on which we came home.

They, of course, are not called

slaves, but " contract laborers."

They have contracts made out by a

notary public, but they are fraudu

lently obtained.

Rev. C. D. Campbell, Mexico :

Mexico has twelve and one-half

million inhabitants. There are one

hundred thousand Christians. The

country is open from end to end.

The two principal railroads are in

thehands of Americans. Themines

are going into their hands, but they

are not Christians. The govern

ment is friendly to missions. Two

states are without Christian work

ers. Medical missions will pay as

well in Mexico as elsewhere, will

speedily become self-supporting,

and there is but one medical mis

sion in Mexico.

Miss Emily C. Wheeler, Turkey:

The opportunities in Turkey are:

1. The eighty thousand orphans to

bring to Christ. Fifty-two recently

converted. Generally Gregorians.

2. New villages opening never be

fore accessible. Self - supporting.

3. Mohammedans inquiring, “Who

is this Jesus who makes these Ar

menians so brave ?" One woman

wishes to unite with the church.

Have read the Bible. Opportunity

for us to pray that the Holy Spirit

may quicken the word and they

may come to Christ. Ask the peo

ple in the United States to pray

and give for this-give systemati

cally, so we shall spend for missions

asweought, andnot comparatively,

as we do now, when shown in

inches, seven feet for liquor and a

quarter of an inch for foreign mis

sions.

Rev. Gilbert Reid, China: One

opportunity in China is found in a

decree issued by the emperor to

allow Western branches in all ex

aminations. This is an educational

opportunity. The second is the

trend of thought and policy to

open up China more fully to trade,

and, of course, there will be more

openings to missions. Thirdly, the

customs under English direction

are to collect the likin tax in five of

the large provinces . Where the

customs men go, missionaries can

go. Fourthly, Americans have

special opportunities, because they

are free from the suspicion of terri

torial aggrandizement. We go as

friends.

Dr. Chalmers Martin, Laos :

The special opportunity of the Laos

Mission at present lies in the fact

that the French officials on the
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lately, has been allowed to locate

within its borders. They have been

hunted out with insult, abuse, and

violence. Here have originated the

vile placards and tracts against

missionaries so widely circulated

in China. The twenty million of

this province call for a large num

ber of laborers . China must be

converted by Chinese. Christian

workers must be trained in the

field, yet a large number of mis

sionaries from western lands will

be needed to form the link to con

vey the blessing from the church

in the West to the church in the

East.

Upper Mekeng (Cambodia) River

are now friendly to our mission

aries, and that the Roman Catho

lics have not yet made an entrance

to the field . If we can strike in

this great region now, we have a

free field ; when once the Jesuits

have appeared there, the history of

the past and of other countries tells

us that our opportunity as Prot

estants will be more limited, if it

does not disappear altogether.

Rev. G. E. Stone, Arabia: Ara

bia is (1 ) A land of possibilities. (a)

A country much more fertile and

populous than generally supposed.

(b) The people are largely town

people, not ignorant Bedouin . (2 )

Arabia is a land of opportunity .

(a) Politically, only partially under

Turks. The interior is independ

ent. The eastern and southern

coasts under British influence. (b )

People not as bigoted as in Turkey.

Preaching in streets and bazaars at

Bahrein . (c) Opportunity because

everything is yet to be done. Only

three missionaries at present on

east coast, and one on the southern

coast, with the reenforcements

going out this year only nine or ten

missionaries for ten million people.

Arabia is promist for Christ, and

He will give the victory.

Rev. H. Blodget, D.D. , China :

The West River has recently been

opened in all its length to trade and

trading vessels. The Yangtsze has

been opened in like manner. These

rivers flow through densely popu

lated countries, and large numbers

of missionaries are needed to reach

the multitudes of people. A

steamerhas past through the rapids

of the Yang-tse, and the fifty mil

lion of Szchuan are now accessible

by steam communication. The

number of missionaries there needs

greatlyto be increast. The province

of Hunan has now two resident

missionaries. This province has

been intensely hostile to foreigners .

No foreign missionary, until very

Mr. B. B. Blachly, Mexico :

There are now about twenty col

porteurs in Mexico. The great cry

is, send us more colporteurs to work

from house to house. Mr. H. P.

Hamilton, Bible agent at Mexico

City, said that thousands more

copies of the Bible could be circu

lated if there were more workers.

The great cry of the people is , give

us the Word of God. The Ameri

can Bible Society must have help,

or their society will be a thing of

history.

Dr. Cyrus Hamlin, Turkey :

The portion of the field of the

American board which calls loudly

for occupancy is that whichborders

the eastern part of the Bulgarian

mission, comprising a portion ofthe

Albanian-a very brave and heroic

people, for whom Christianity has

hitherto done little good. The

Greek Church has converted about

half of them ; Islam has the other

half. It is a common saying that

they are bad Christians and bad

Moslems, but splendid soldiers.

They are now accessible to one mis

sionary in Bulgaria. There are edu

cated native agents ready to go to

them with the Bible in their own

language, and with Christian edu

cation they would be gladly re

ceived. Only a few thousand dol

lars are needed to inaugurate a
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support must come from the devel

opment of a consecrated, gifted,

native ministry, directly responsi

ble to the churches and supported

by them. Their seemingly neces

sary subservience to the board,

through the missionaries as its em

ployees, does not command or de

delop the best gifts in the Syrian

ministry. This is not written as a

criticism, for conditions are not

easily changed, but rather as a

statement of that which seems to

be a fact. The Church of England ,

whose bishop resides in Jerusalem,

has about 1,000 members. Besides,

there are the Irish Presbyterian

Church, with headquarters at Da

mascus, with 160 members ; the

Free Church of Scotland, 54 mem

bers; the Friends, 36 members, and

the Lutherans in Beirut, 150 mem

bers, making a total of 4,700 native

Protestant church members in Sy

ria and Palestine ."

-A missionary in Persia reports

that a converted Moslem woman

who was beaten and cruelly perse

cuted seemed so happy that another

came to the mission to ask that

happiness given her which her

country woman had obtained . She

became a convert, and was perse

cuted severely in her turn, being

even bastinadoed for repeating the

Lord's Prayer. She was askt if

she were happier when she was a

Mohammedan and well thought of,

or now suffering so greatly for

Christ, and made this reply: "I

never knew the meaning of the

word happiness till I became a

Christian ."

-Dr. George W. Holmes of the

Presbyterian mission at Hamadan,

Persia, on his recent visit to Tehe

ran, was received by the shah with

unusual honor. He was again

urged to enter the shah's service

as his physician, which offer was

declined. He was made the recip

ient of a second decoration of the

highest order of the " Lion and the

Sun." Recently when there were

serious disturbances in Hamadan

between different sects of the Mos

lems, the shah telegraphed to in

quire after the safety of the Ameri

can missionaries. —Benjamin

Labaree.

-

India.-Mr. Eugene Stock kindly

calls attention to an error in the

June REVIEW (p. 477), which is so

great as to be almost self-evident.

It is not "the Church of England ”

which has 90,000 Christians in In

dia, ministered to by 80 native

clergymen, for the C. M. S. alone

has no less than 130,864 of the one,

and 143 of the other.

-A Hindu, who lived a long

distance from any missionary, and

who had never been inside a Chris

tian church, was led to believe in

Christ by reading the Gospels.

Finding a command to eat and

drink in memory of our Lord's

death, and knowing nothing of

Church order and ritual, he was

accustomed each day to take a lit

tle rice, saying, "This I do in re

membrance of Christ ; " then,

drinking a little water, he would

say, "I drink this because Christ

died for me. Thus in his solitude

this disciple was taught of the

spirit, and his inner life was nour

ished without the help that comes

from "the communion of saints."

33

-Dr. McGilvary reports to the

Presbyterian Board as follows :

"The head priest of Muang Pa

temple, fifteen miles south of

Chieng Mai, purchast and paid

for one 'Friday morning a bound

volume of Scriptures in Laos. By

my return on Monday he had read

the whole Gospel by Matthew. On

my visit last month to a second

temple over which he presides he

had finished Luke, John , the Acts,

and Psalms. He presides over his

Buddhist temples, teaches his

pupils, but reads his Christian
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Bible. He devoted two afternoons,

and till late at night, on both my

visits, listening to the Word read

and expounded, or himself reading

to me, as I made running com

ments."

can

-February 16th, in Rangoon,

special services were held to mark

the 60th anniversary of the arrival

in Burma of Rev. Durlin L. Bray

ton and Mrs. Elizabeth Lincoln

Stevens, missionaries of the Ameri

Baptist Missionary Union.

The occasion brought together a

large concourse of Burmese and

other native Christians, with many

missionaries and other friends.

Both these missionaries are past

four score years, but long as has

been their term of service in the

foreign field, it has been exceeded

in one instance that, of Mrs. Ce

phas Bennett, who died in Septem

ber, 1891 , sixty-one and two-third

years from the time of her arrival

in Burma.

-The Rev. E. D. Martin, of

Lahore, writes of great excitement

among the Mohammedans in Fer

ozepore. A girl in a prominent

family, once a pupil of Mrs. For

man, having received successful

treatment in Miss Newton's hospi

tal, went home to her friends. But

she recently returned to the hospi

tal, declaring that she was deter

mined to be a Christian. She is of

age, and her people were allowed to

see her. Every inducement was

used to persuade her to go back

with them, but she was firm in her

decision. The excitement was in

tense, and Dr. Newton's life has

really been in danger. The deputy

commissioner at Ferozepore de

clared before the excited crowd that

he was neither a Christian nor a

Mussulman, but would see that

justice was done.-Church atHome

and Abroad.

for nearly 12 years, was establisht

to bring the Gospel to bear on the

most influential class of the com

munity, not easily reacht in any

other way, and as a direct agency

for the conversion of souls. Special

emphasis is placed upon instruction

in the Bible, so that a student tak

ing the entire course comes to have

at least a fair knowledge of the

Scriptures. The roll for the year

numbered 252, of whom 127 were

Hindus, 77 Mohammedans, 31

Christians, 15 Sikhs and 2 unclassi

fied. Some ofthe Christian students

have done good work in conducting

an evening service in the Forman

Memorial Chapel in the city, and

quite a number are also active in

Y. M. C. A. work. Financially

the college has been a success, tui

tion fees and the government grant

not only meeting all expenses save

themissionaries' salaries, but yield

ing a surplus of Rs. 7,000 to be

credited to the board.

-Forman Christian College at

Lahore, which has been in existence

-The Indian Witness gives

these observations on the phenom

ena of conversion as they fre

quently appear : "Missionaries

everywhere in India, old and young,

are greatly perplext by the almost

total absence of deep spiritual con

cern about their souls on the part

of thoughtful inquirers. Rarely is

there met anything like the pun

gent conviction of sin which is so

often witnest in Christian lands.

There is in many cases a tremen

dous struggle involved in becoming

a Christian, but the struggle is not

always to be identified with genuine

soul-anxiety. We all have seen

intelligent Hindus and Mohammed

ans come into the Christian fold,

and become true and faithful disci

ples of the Lord Jesus Christ, with

so little of apparent spiritual strug

gle and godly sorrow as to awaken

doubt regarding the reality of their

conversion. It seems to cost them

no more real heart struggle than


