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STATEMENT

ON REDUCING THE NUMBER OF THE MISSIONS.

[At the late meeting of the Board of Managers, in Philadelphia, Sept. 24 and 25, it was
* Resolved, 1. That, inasmuch as the income of the Board is inadequate to the effi-
cient support of all our missions, it is the duty of the Acting Board to make immediate
ments for the reduction of their ber, and the strengthening of such as remain,
. “2. Thatin making such reduction, regard should be had to the amount of expense
incurred in the wrpon of any particular mission, compared with the providential indica-
tions of the usefulness of said mission.”
In rpunnlnce of these resolutions, the Acting Board, at its next ensuing meeting, Oct.
6, referred the subject of reducing the number of the missions to a C ittee ; who re-
gomd thereon Oct. 13. The report was laid upon the table ;—and the Corresponding
ecre was “ requested to prepare a statement of the facts and reasons bearing upon
the whole case.” ‘I'he statement having been read to the Acting Bogrd Nov. 10, it was
Voted, That the same be submitted to the General Board.
The General Board directed that the statement be presented to the Convention.]

The second Resolution of thie Board suggests,—* That in making such
reduction, regard should be had to the amount of expense incurred in the
support of any particular mission, compared with the providential indica-
tions of the usefulness of said mission.”

\

EXPENSIVENESS OrF THE MISSIONS,

The expense incurred in the support of the missions embraces two classes
of expenditures ; 1st, The ordinary and annual ; 2d, The extraordivary and
occasional.

I. Ordi Ezpenditures. To the class of ordinary expenditures belong
the salaries of missionaries and assistauts, American and native; allowances
for the support of children; the cost of dwelling-houses and other build-
ings, incluJing rents; charges of boarding and other schools ; expenditures
of the printing department ; expenses of travel in preaching and other mnis-
sionary tours ; medical billa; freight ; and the like. The most important is
the first mentioned, the salaries of missionaries; both on account of the
largeness of their aggregate sumn, and also as furnishing the best criterion of’
the comparative ordinary expensiveness of the several missions,

1. Salaries. In the Asiatic Missions the salaries of missionaries are on
one scale, with the exception of the Chinese Mission ;—where, in considera-
tion of the greater cost of living, they are about one fourth higher. In the
other missions,—in Europe, Africa, and America,—there is a different rule
of apportionment, the Greeh excepted. - In Greece the annual allowance to
a missidn family is $50 more than to one in Burmah, and $150 less than to
one in China; iu the rest of the missions there is a general allowance to
missionaries, designed to cover several items of expenditure specified in
the Asiatic Missions. Thus, in France, where, for several years, has been
but one mission family, the annual appropriation to it has included sulary,
allowance for children, rent, and medical bills; and has about equalled the
average aggregate of the same items in the Asiatic Missions, except China.
Whatever difference hns existed, it has been in favor of the French Mission,
i. e, the tendency to increased expenditure in those particulars, has been
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less in the French Mission.* In Africa the ordinary cost of supportof a
mijssion family is one fourth less than in Asia. In the Indian Missions the
average allowance -is less than in Africa.

To missionaries unmarried and beyond sea, the allowance is every where
the same ; except in China, where the ordinary rate is exceeded. In the
Indian Missions the allowance to this class of missionaries has varied with
circumstances, but in all cases has been less than in the missions abroad.

With regard to native preachers and assistants, the rates of allowance
have been more diversified. For the purposes of convenience, the Conven-
tion has averaged the allowance to a native preacher at $100 per annum.
In soine of the missions the actual payment has exceeded this rate ; in others
it has fallen as far short. The following rates are derived from a careful
comparison of the salaries paid to native assistants in the several missions
during the year ending April 1, 1845. They cannot lay claim to exact pre-
cision, but are sufficiently accurate for present purposes.

Beginning with the highest rates of allowance in Asia,—

The allowance per annum tv a Chinese assistant is $108
[ 3

“ ¢ Burman “ 75
[ 113 [} (13 Teloogoo “ 75
o “ “ “ Siamese “ 60
[13 (73 “ “ Karen “® 40
[ 3 “ [{3 Assamese “ 40
In Africa the allowance to a native assistant, not
including colored emigrant laborers, is about 7%

In the Indian Missions the average is not far from 125

The allowances to European preachers and assistants have been placed,

necessarily and for obvious reasons, on a different basis, corresponding

more closely with those to missionaries from our own country. Thus, in.
Gerinany the average ullowance to a native preacher, including all personal -
expenses, has been about 8333 per annum; in France $250; in Greece -
8225. In consideration, however, of the qualifications and efficiency of the
native European preachers, and their superseding, in a great measure, the- .
need of American missionaries, the cost of their support ought to be com-
pared with that of missionaries, rather than with the allowances to Asiatic
native preachers and assistants.

2. Allowances for children. These are the same in all the Asiatic Mis-
sions. In Europe, except Greece, and in Africa and America, no distinct
allowance has been assigned. The bearing of this fuct upon the aggregate
cost of a mission family, has been noted under the preceding heud in re-
gard to the French Mission ; and it is the same as to the others.

3. Cost of dwelling houses and other buildings, including rents. The
diversity that exists in this particular is generally so small, and is regulated
so far by circumstances not subject to present calculation, that it may proper-
ly be passed over, if we except China and Greece; and in these couutries
the excess may be counterbalanced by the comparative fewness of buildings
required ; printing offices and school houses not being demanded. On the
other hand, as l)eﬁ)re mentioned, there is no separate charge for rents and
building of houses in France and Germany, with two exceptions, viz., at
Hamburg and Berlin.

4. Boarding and other schools. This item of expenditure, except so far
as it is embraced in the salaries of teachers, is limited, as it respects the
treasury of the Convention, almost exclusively to the African and Asiatic
Missions, excepting the Mission to China. In China and in Europe, board-
ing-schools, except theological, are not needed ; i. e., they need not be sup-
ported by the Convention. The same is essentially true of the Indian Mis-
sions. In the Cherokee Mission the schools are supported mainly by the

* In Germany this item does not come into account, there being no American mis-
sionary.

N
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Cherokees ; in the other Indian Missions, by the United States “government
appropriations.” As it respects the cost of schools in the Asiatic Missions,
defrayed by the Convention, the amount of this charge in the Maulmain
Mission, for the year ending April 1,1845, exclusive of the support of Amer-
ican teachers, was short of $1000. In the other missions where schools are
supported by the Convention, the aggregate cost was less than in the Maul-
main Mission ; and to some extent also, it is helieved, the proportionate cost
was less, as compared with the number of schools and scholars; but the
difference is not important. It should be added here, that where schools
exist, in the Asiatic Missions, they are very generously aided by European
and native residents’; and are also one of the most efficient means of accomn-
plishing the ulterior design of missions,—the salvation of souls,—ranking, in
this respect, next to the direct preaching of the gospel.

5. Printing operations; embracing also the department of translation.
The Board have seven printing establishments;—two in Burmah, which,
however, may be advantageously consolidated into one at Maulmain ; one in
Siam ; one in Assam; one in West Africa; one at Cherokee; and one at
Shawanoe (or at Stockbridge). This last, however, is not in frequent opera-
tion. A printing establishment will be needed one day for the Teloogoos,
if the mission to that people be vigorously prosecuted, and one, perhaps, for
China. The demand for these establishments in the countries where they
are severally operating, arises not merely from a destitution of the scriptures
and religious tracts, but in part fromn the general absence of sound literature
and the arts. In Burmah, Siam, Assam, Teloogoo, West Africa, and the
Indian Territory, a literature is to be made, and science and art to be taught
and cultivated. The same is true, to a considerable extent, of China; at
least so far as respects the scriptures and a religious literature. The case
is greatly different in the European Missions, where expenditure in this de-
partmeut may be limited almost exclusively to the printing of scriptures and
tracts, and the expense also be partially defrayed by their occasional sale.
On the other hand, it is important to note, the charges accruing in this
branch of missionary effort, after the preliminary cost of its outset has been
paid, are, in most cases, nearly counterbalanced by the avails of work not
immediately pertaining to the missions, and for which suitable compenea-
tion is received. Witness Sibsagar in Assam, and Maulmain. Itis also
proper -to note, that in one of the missions—the Cherokee—the day is
E;obably not distant, when the entire cost of the printing department will

borne by the people for whose benefit it has been provided.

6. The expenses of travel in preaching and other missionary tours; of
medical attendance ; of freight, &c.,—are very irregular and uncertain, and
of no special importance in the present calculation. As a general fact,
these are greater in the Asiatic Missions than the African, and more in
Africa than in Europe. In the Indian Missions they are quite small.

M. Extraordinary Ezpenditures. Extraordinary expenditures are those
pertaining to outfit and passage of missionuries, outward and homeward ;
Journeys on account of sickness, by land or sea; losses, by fire or flood,

il

1. In regard to outfit and outward passage of missionaries, the average
cost of a_mission family proceeding to an Asiatic Mission, is from $1000 to
$1200. For an African or European Mission family, the cost is from one
fourth to one third less. For an Indian Mission, outfit and travel are about
one half of the cost for an Asiatic Mission. The aggregate for any particu-
lar mission depends, of course, upon the number of mission fumilies sent to
it, and lies within the power of the Board. The aggregate expenditure for
all ;th missions, during the last five years, in outfit and outward passages,
is 812,363+

Of the other extraordinary expenditures, the principal are those which
result from sickness of issionaries and consequent changes of residence,
voyages, and return to this country. The amount of these expenditures in
any one mission varies greatly from year to year. The comparative amount
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for a series of years in the several missions depends upon the salubrity of
the countries in which they are respectively situate, the number of mission-
aries in each, their coostitutional temperament and habits of life, &c. The
aggregate direct expenditure in all the missions from these contingencies
during the last five years ending April 1, 1845, has been somewhat more
than 815,000,—or about $3000 per year. And of this amount, nine-tenths
were incurred in the Asiatic Missions, and the remainder chiefly in the Eu-
ropean and African,

this connexion it is important to a complete view of the case, that we
advert to the indiredt expenditure, occasioned by sickness and death, in re-
supplying vacated places. Regarded simply in a pecuniary respect, the ne-
cessity of reinforcing missions, resulting from premature removal of labor-
ers by sickness or otherwise, involves a correspondent increase of expendi-
ture in the outfit and outward passages of missionaries. The supply must
be proportionably frequent in order to keep the full number of laborers good.
Taking this indirect expenditure into the account, the order of the missions
as to extraordinary expenditures would be nearly the following; placing
first the least expensive.

1. The missiouns in this country among the Indians, all occupying, in this
particular, nearly the same level, and all involving less of extraordinary ex-
penditure than missions beyond sea.

2. The missions in Europe, among which, omitting Germany, France is
the least expensive, and takes precedence of the Greek Mission.

3. The Asiatic missions, ranking in the order of 1, China; 2, Assam ;
3, Burmah and Teloogoo ; 4, Siam; 5, Arracan.

4. And lastly, the mission in West Africa, holding a sad rivalry with
Arracan. .

To illustrate the justness of this comparison, at least so far as concerns
Arracan and West Africa, we need only to revert to the history of the Arra-
can and Bussa Missions since the commencement of their present series of
operations in 1835,

Mr. and Mrs. Comstock planted the Arracan Mission, at Kyouk Phyoo, in
March, 1835. 1n 1837 they were joined by Mr. and Mrs. Hall, and in years
subsequent by Mr. and Mrs. Stilson, Mr. and Mrs. Abbott, and Mr. and Mrs.
Kincaid. Within ten years, five of these missionaries and assistants have
died, three have been compelled to return to this country by sickness; only
two remain in the field. The mission has had a reinforcement, on an av-
erage, of one mission family every two years; and at the expiration of ten
years is as feeble in regard to number of laborers and prospect of continu-
ance, as at the beginniog.

The history of the African Mission is painfully parallel. Mr. Crocker
and Mr. and Mrs. Myine sailed for Liberia in May, 1835. In the beginning
of 1838 they were joined by Mr. and Mrs. Clarke, and in the following year
l];)! Miss Warren. Messrs. Fielding and Constantine and their wives arrived at

dina in 1840, and Mrs. Crocker in February,1844. The mission has com-
pleted a period of ten years; and of the eleven missionaries and assistants
sent from this country, five have died in Africa, three have returned in con-
sequence of sickness, only three remain; and the strength of the mission
and its prospect of continuance, so far as regards the employment of white
missionaries, are less thun at the beginning. To say nothing of the extraor-
dinary expenditure of life, which far outweighs all merely pecuniary con-
sideratious, the great mortality in the Arracan and West African Missions
gives to them a decided pre€minence in respect to extra pecuniary ex-
penditure.

The sum of what we have stated, in regard both to ordinary and extraor-
dinary expenditures in the missions, is this :—

Comparing the cost of the several missions in Asia with their respective
number of missionaries and variety of operations, the ordinary expeusive-
ness of the China Mission is the greatest, and the extraordinary expensive-
ness of the Arracan Mission. The rest of the Asiatic Missions are essentially
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upon the same level, but all are more expensive than those in Europe,
Africa, and America. Of the European Missions, the Greek is the most
expeunsive, but, on the whole, is not more costly than the average of the
Asiatic Missions. The Bassa Mission, in West Africa, ranks lower than the
European in ordinary expenditure, but in extraordinary is second only to
the Arracan Mission. The Indian Missions are least expensive of all.

The statement, thus fur, has had respect to pust and present expenditures.
To have completeness, it must embrace those in prospect. What will be
the expenditure in the missions respectively, if judiciously prosecuted ; and
howhmg will it confinue, in order to their prozperous issue? We speak
here of ordinary expenditure, that only admitting of satisfactory previous
calculation. R

To begin with the Indian Missions.

The present annual expenditure in the Indian Missions, additional to ap-
propriations received from the U. S. government, may be stated at $4000;
more than one half of the same being bestowed on the Cherokees.
This annual expenditure, it is believed, needs not to be enlarged, unless on
the establishment of other Indian Missions by the Convention ; which is not
anticipated. Some change may become advisable in the distribution. Of
the expenditure among the Cherokees, one half is applied to the support
of schools and native preachers. It is reasonable to expect that within a
very short period these two classes of expenditure will be wholly defrayed
by the Cherokees. This will leave provision for an additional miesionary
preacher, or theological teacher, in the Cherokee Mission, and for enlarge-
ment in the other Indian Missions, without increase of the gross annual ex-
penditure ; or, if such enlargement should be deemed unadvisable, would
reduce the anpual expenditure to $3000, exclusive of government al-
lowances.

With regard to length of continuance; if the Cherakee Mission be pros-
pered in coming as in past years, ten years will be the utmost limit to
which the aid of the Convention will be required. The Cherokees are al-
ready a Christian people. They are industrious, moral, and free. They
are rapidly rising in intelligence, wealth, and the arts of civilized life. The
English is fast becoming the prevalent tongue. As it respects the other In-
dian Missions,—the sinallness of the expenditure, from year to year, makes
the period of their continuance comparatively unimportant. It may be re-
marked, however, that at no remote day the Otuawas, Shawanoes, Dela-
wares, and Stockbridges, will, in all probability, be amalgamated or lost in
the white population fast gathering upon them. They number, at the
present day, scurcely 3000 souls. The Ojibwas are more numerous, more
widely dispersed, and more difficult of access; and the mission to them may
be prolonged indefinitely.

'he gross annual expenditure in the European Missions is from $9,000
to $10,000. In the German Mission, where native laborers alone are em-
ployed, and the preaching of the gospel and distribution of scriptures and
tracts ure the only services assigned, the amount of annual appropriation
and the period of its continuance lie peculiarly at the pleasure of the Con-
vention. The present measure of aid is abundantly effective, and every de-
gree of enlargement, not excessive, gives promise to be equally so.

The French Mission corresponds witli the German asto the employment of
native instrumentality, the kinds of service required, and the moderate cost
of maintenance, with this variation ; that in France the condition of the
churches, the character of the people, the comparative grade of the Baptist
ministry, and the peculiar civil restrictions imposed upon them, seem to de-
mand the presence of an American missionary. This, with the present na-
tive force, would involve an annual expenditure of about $4000. If, for the
sake of providing theological instruction, it should be judged best to send
an additional missionary, this would add to the expenditure; but, in any
event, the mission could be efliciently supported at a cost not exceeding
annually 85000,
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The Greek Mission, in view of the destitution of native laborers and the
unevapgelized condition of the people, bears a nearer resemblance to the
Asiatic Missions ; and, to be prosecuted to good advantage, requires more
powerful appliances from abroad and a heavier expenditure. The present
amount of force employed there, with the ordinary blessing of Providence,
would not be applied in vain; but to give to it all desirable efficiency, it
would be wise, were the means at commmand, to make it at once two-fold.
The measure of enlargement at subsequent periods, might be safely left to
subsequent providential indications, as presented in the measure of success,
the openings for labor, the desires of worthy applicants to enter that field,
and the disposition of the churches to minister to their support. To sustain
the mission in its first enlargement, as above proposed, would require an
annual appropriation of from $5000 to

The Asiatic Missions, including also the African, are essentially of one
character; having, nevertheless, certain peculiarities sufficient to justify
some discrimination and classification.—One ground of distinction is, the
native character of the people and theit present grade of civilization, in-
volving, of course, their disposition and ability to codperate in their own
evangelization. In this respect the Chinese and the Karens are in advance
of the Burmans, and the Burmans and Teloogoos in advance of the Assam-
ese and Siamese. The Bassas, it may be, would emulate the Karens; but
the work of evangelization is too little advanced among them to form a
basis for calculation. In this connexion is to be noted, also, the variety
and amount of preparatory and subsidiary Jubor to be performed in addition
to the direct work of evangelizing. In this particular, China, (and, perhaps,
Burmah or Teloogoo shoulg be placed next,) enjoys an enviable pre€minence.
In the other missions, almost every thing is to be done by the missionary.

Another point of comparison is the extent of population, aud its partial or
total dependence on the Convention for the communication of the gospel.
The following is the estimated population connected with the African and
Asiatic Missions respectively.

Of the Bassas, in West Afiica, 125,000
“  Assamese, in Asia, : 1,500,000
¢« Siamese, “ 2,000,000 or 2,500,000
“  Burmans and Karens, from 6,000,000 to 8,000,000
“  Teloogoos, L 8,000,000 to 10,000,000
¢  Chinese, 360,000,000

In regard to degree of dependence upon the missions of the Convention ;
the Bassa, the Assamese, and the Burman and Karen Missions, have the first
claim, the Teloogoo has the second, and the Siamese the third; this last
sharing its field with the mission of the American Board of Commissioners
for Foreign Missions. The empire of China is common to all missionary
institutions, giving also to all of themn scope for indefinite expansion.

We conclude the consideration of expense of the missions by giving the
subjoined table of appropriations for the year ending April 1, 1846. 1t will
be noted, that they are designed to cover only the ordinary expenditures of
the missions ; there being a separate reserved amount to meet the gross ex-
traordinary expenditure. The table does not embrace uppropriatious for
general and home expenditures,

JAppropriations for ordinary expendilures of the Missions, for the year ending

April 1, 1846,
To the Maulmain Mission, including Mergui, $13,000
“  Tavoy T 5,000
“  Arracan “ - - - - 3,200
“  Siam “« - - - - 4,000
“  China “« - - . - 5,500
“  Assam “ - - - - 5,000
% Teloogoo “« - - - - 2,500



1846.] Satement on Reducing the Number of the Missions. P~

To the Bassa Mission, - - - - 3,000
“  French « - - - - 2,800
“ German “ - - - - 3,000
“  Greek “ - - - - 3,000
—— 8,800
“  Qjibwa « - - . - 1,850
“  Shawanoe % - - - - 3,110
“  Cherokee “ - - - - 2,126
¢  other Indian Mission - - - 1,025*
— 8111}

PROVIDENTIAL INDICATIONS OF USEFULNESS.

We proceed to a consideration of the second branch of the subject, “ The
providential indications of usefulness.”

Several particulars bearing on this point have already been alluded to, but
it was incidentally, and for a separate end; and it will be proper to advert
to them miore particularly.

The providential indications of usefulness may be regarded under three
aspects or relations; as they are presented in the people to be evangelized,
in the churches and missionaries who seek to evangelize, and in various in-
cidental concurrences and circumstances.

L In regard to the people to be evangelized ;—1. One of the most obvious
conditions of usefulness is their comparative number, and probability of in-
crease or diminution. The entire Indian population open to the Indian
Missions under the direction of the Board, is less than 30,000,—and is at
best stationary,—probably, on the whole, decreasintg. Regarded in this light
only, the Bassa Mission, affecting a lpopulation of four times the number,
holds out a greater prospect of usefulness than all the Indian Missions to-
gether ; and, if we regard pecuniary considerations only, at less than half
the expense. 8till more emphatically may this be said of those countries in
Europe and Asia whose porulation is numbered by millions, and to the
increase of which no certain limits can be assigned.

2. Next to the number of the people to be evangelized, is their prepara-
tion for the gospel ;—in other words, their intelligence; their comparative
freedom from idolatry, superstition, or prejudice ; the structure of society,
&ec. In these particulars, the European Missions have priority of the rest.
The same amount of labor bestowed in them, in equally favorable circum-
stances, might reasonably be expected to issue in a wider evangelization.
‘The Asiatic Missions, keeping the same points in view, rank, 1, The Karens;
2, China ; 3, Burmah. The order of the Siamese, Assamese, and Teloo-
goos, is more indeterminate. Caste is most authoritative among the Teloo-
goos, but prevails also with the Assamese. The Assamese are Jess wedded
to idolatry, but the Teloogoos are the nobler race. Assam and Siam are
alike subject to the poisonous influences of opium.

3. With regard to pliancy, or susceptibility to the gospel, which is a
third condition of usefulness, very much is involved in the particulars al-
ready mentioned,—the degree of intelligence and of prejudice, and the
structure of society. Apart from these, we must rely mainly on experi-
ment ; experiment, that is to say, on a large and liberal scale. We must be
cautious how we infer from a few isolated historical facts.

As this point is of t practical moment, and is sometimes misappre-
hended, we offer an illustration. The pumber of conversions to Christian-
ity within a given period among a people, would not alone give the com-

T'w'l‘omlz;;du, $400; Ottawas in Michigan, $350; Creeks, $§150; Chostaws, §125.
'otal, .
t Including “ government appropriations.”

VOL. XXVI.
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parative susceptibility of that people, much less the comparative usefulness
of a mission to them. We need also to know how diverse from ours
their forms of thought and expression ; how copious or barren, how rigid or
flexile, how easy or difficult of acquisition, their language ; how many the
missionaries who have labored among them, and for how long a period ;
their character and course of ministrations, &c. Some of the mierions are
of comparatively recent date ; the missionary laberers have been few, and
not permanent, but frequently successive ; peculiar exterior obetacles were
to be surmounted before the gospel could be brought into contact with the
minds of the people, and this contact has been actually effected in few in-
stances. It should be remembered that in some of our most favored mis-
sions, where evangelical conversions are now of delightful frequency, or
where there is evidently inwrought a wide-spread eonviction of the truth
of Christianity, preparatory, it may be, to a universal turning of the
people to God, there was exhibited for years an almest total indifference to
the gospel, parallel to what exists in the least animating issions at the
present time. Thus among the Cherokees, where conversions are now as
common as in the most favered cengregations of our own country, the in-
cipient introduction of the gospel was exceedingly slow. The first mission-
ary was appointed in 1817, and schools established in 1818. The first con-
vert was inade in 1823. Conversions were reported in the six following
years occasionally, but the first general interest among the Cherokees ap-
peared in 1820-30, after an unbroken service of more than ten years.

The first convert in Burmah, Moung Nau, presented himself to Mr, Jud-
son in 1819, nearly six years from his arrival at Rangoon. The following
language had been used by him after a period of three years, before a single
inquirer had appeared. “If any ask what success I ineet with among the
natives,—tell theim to look at Otaheite, where the missionaries labored near-
Jy twenty years, and not meeting with the slightest success, begun to be neg-
lected by all the Christian werld, and the very name of Otaheite was con-
sidered a shame to the cause of missions; but, now, the blessing begins to
descend. Tell them to look at Bengal also, where Dr. Thomas had been
laboring seventeen years, that is, from 1783 to 1800, irst convert,
Krishno, was baptized. When a few converts are ¢ things move
on. * ® * If they ask again, ‘ What prospect of ultimale success is
there ?’ tell them, ¢ As wnuch as that there is an alinighty and faithful God,
who will perform his promises; and no more.” Ifthis does not satisfy them,
beg them to let me stay and make the attempt, and let you come ;—and

ive us bread. And if we live some twenty or thirty years, they may hear
rom us again.” Even ainong the Kareus, the first and then only convert,
Ko Thnh-b{::, was baptized in 1828, although some knowledge of the way
of life bad been communicated to hiin years before. «Truth,” we are told,
% seemed to make no impression on his mind for a long time.”. “ His mind
was extremely dark. He was very slow to believe.”

It may be added, that, {f, in some cases, the soil is peculiarly difficult to
subdue, this ':3 be more than compensated by its superior strength and
subsequent productiveness. The Indian race may be less susceptible than
the African, the Anglo-Saxon than the Celtic.

Nevertheless, it abideth true, that, “ As face answereth to face in water,
50 the heart of man to man;” and the commaudment is, “ Preach_my gos-
pel to every creature.”

These remarks apply to the missions in which, to the present time, com-

ratively few converts bave been made. The Siaumese department of the

iam Mission, the Mission to the Teloogoos, the Assamese, the Bassa, and
the Greek Missions, have all been in operation from ten to twelve years
only; and they ought not to be accounted less promising than the Burman
or the Cherokee on the ground, simply, of less susceptibility to the gospel,
as joferred from the present infrequency of couversions. The Burman and
Cherokee Missions have been prosecuted a much longer period, and at a
correspondent stage of progress they gave as little promise of success.
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Other causes also have operated in most of the missions just enumerated.
‘The number of laborers has been very small, and the amount of preparatory
work great ; comparatively little direct effort has been made in preachi:
the gospel ; in some instances, the present laborers have been in the wor
scarcely long enough to acquire the language of the people. One half the
Greek missionaries joined the mission less than two years ago. It is with
reason that Mr. Arnold says, “I feel that I have not been permitted to make
an adeat’ak ezperiment ; my work is but just begun.”

4 e have mentioned three conditions or indications of usefulness as
presented in the ple who are to be evangelized. A fourth is to be
sought in their civil and political relations. With regard to these relations,
the missions may be arranged in three classes. First, thoee enjoying entire
freedom and security, operating .within the immediate range of British or
American influence. Theé Indian Missions, the Bassa, and most of the Asi-
atic, including China in a modified sense, belong to this class. Second,
those on the continent of Europe, where there is partial freedom, with
certain legal or constitutional restraints. And, third, thoee in which tolera-
tion depends on the caprice of the sovereign, and may turn, at any moment,
into bloody and exterminating persecution, embracing Burmah Proper and
Biam. Now, in judging of the probabilities of usefulness of a migsion, it were
unquestionably wise to regard, in their geveral outlines at least, the pecu-
fiarities of civil and national polity. It would be proper, other things being
equal, and it would not reproach the simplicity of our faith in G:ﬁ, were
we, in the establishing of missions, to be cautious of entering countries in
which there would be a liability to undue restraint and to persecution ; and
should choose, rather, those where life and liberty are secure. On the
other hand, caution should not become fear, nor possibilities be accounited
certainties. Governmental influerices are often of doubtful interpretation.
There are other and surer tokens of good or of evil. Prudential calcula-
tions must give place to revelation and providence. Burmah was as des-
potic, and capricious, and cruel when it was eptered by Mr. and Mrs. Jud-
son in 16813, as it is now; yet where is the mission more useful in its direct
and indirect influences than the Burman, with the Karen following in its
train ? Siam was closed and forbidding when Mr. Jones sailed up the Mé-
nam ; yet it is through Siam that our way was made open to China.

Theee facts concur with the “ great commission,” and with the mission-
ary history of the Apostles. The kingdom of Christ is to be set up in all
nations. The Apostles were to begin at Jerusalem, where the founder of
their religion was put to death, and to pass through all the cities of Judea,
with no doubtful intimation that they would be persecuted from city to
city. But bonds and imprisoninents were not to move them. There were
other and higher indications of the Divine will and of usefulness than the
favor or the frown of the civil power.

If copsiderations like these should have weight in the establishing of a
mission, much more when the question is agitated of its abandonment. The
fact that, in the order of providence, a mission has been begun among a
people, under the broad sanction of the evangelical commission, is, other
things being equal, a providential indication of usefulness; it is a visible evo-
lution of the Divine will in regard to that people being evangelized. And
something more than mere difficulty, something more than the mere ap-
prehension of difficulty, must present itself, to justify giving back. These
difficulties and dangers are often and generally but trials to prove us, to
she(;:xllna what is in our hearts, whether we are in earnest, and have faith
in 5

II. Thisbrings to view the second class of providential indications of use-
fulness,—those that are presented in the churches and missionaries who
seek to evangelize.

When God has » work to be done, he raises up agents to do it. And
when he has provided agents, and given them a mind to work, he has a
work for them to do, The Lord appeared to Saul in the way, that be might
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send him to the Gentiles, to turn them from darkness to light. 8o Carey
was ordained of God to a ministration of the gospel to India; and Judson
and Boardman to Burmah., As with missionaries and ministers, so with
churches. The pervading and peculiar interest created in the churches of
our commusion on bebalf of the Burman Empire, by providential occur-
rences applying the great commission, and shewing forth, or, rather, con-
stituting peculiar relations between those churches and the Burman people,
was a providential indication that the churches might evangelize Burmah.
The interest was too deep and wide-spread to be evanescent; it would
stimulate to the requisite self-denial and sacrifices; it would send forth ad-
ditional laborers; it would constrain to much availing prayer. This prin-
ciple is of just and safe application to other missions; it only needs to be
interpreted under its proper conditions and limitations, a8 modified by other
co-existent indications of the Divine will. In general, the interest muet be
an intelligent interest ; it must have its springs in the essential principles of
the sauctified heart and conscience ; it must command the cool approval of’,
the judgment as well as the affections; it must lie within the known com-

ass of the written word—* Thus saith the Lord.” If such an interest exists
in the churches towards any particular mission, it is, so far, an indication of
good to that mission, and is worthy to be regarded in adjusting the question
of its abandonment or continuance.

In a community or convention of churches and individuals, the applica-
tion of the principle is more difficult. It is not to be expected that the
same relative interest toward the several missions will exist in all hearts
alike. It would be strange, on the contrary, were the interest not endlessly
diversified. The difficulty in rightly interpreting this indication of provi-
dence arises mainly from this diversity, and from ouwr inability to apprehend its
extent and its shades of difference, and the numberless influences that have
created them. It may be said, in general, that the difficulty diminishes
in proportion as the interest or the want of it approaches to unanim-
ity. As, in regard to Burmah, the all-pervading zeal for its evangeliza-
tion among our churches was rightly to be accounted a providential indica-
tion that they might accomplish the work; so a universal destitution of
interest with respect to any mission, when its claims shall have been fairly
presented to the churches, will be a palpable indication of providence that
the mission will do but little good. The effect upon the missionary alone
might be fatal to bis success. In the language of one of our most zealous
nng faithful laborers,—* The desponding missionary, struggling against his
own corruptions, discouraged at the little success attending his labors, feels
sustained and cheered by the sweet assurance that many wrestling Jacobs
are pleading for him at a throne of grace. Take from him this comforting
assurance ; leave him to toil alone, in the most desolate of all the senses of that
word, unremembered, unpm{ed for ; let him know that the dear Zion he has
left for an idolatrous land, has lost interest, and hope, and faith in prayer
for a blessing on his labors, and believe me, there i3 not a more pitiable,
helpless being, than that missionary. The Lord save me from lahoring in
such an unblest field.” But between these two extremes there is a wide in-
terval for cases of intermingling hope and solicitude, of apathy and zeal ;
demanding the cautious exercise of a far-reaching judgment, rather than the
indulgence of personal fear or favor. The mission which we may be the
most ready to cast off, may have secured a deep lodgment in many a heart,
and may be borne in the bosom of many a *wrestling Jacob” before the
face of God. -

In this connexion, if we would justly appreciate the importance of the
principle under consideration, it becomes us to note the injurious effects
which are likely to be produced when it is incorrectly interpreted and inju-
diciously applied. The interest felt by a' portion of the communit for a
mission which it is proposed to relinquish, 18 not necessarily so much inter- °
est saved and transferred to other missions. Unless the relinquishment be
cordially approved, it is an interest grieved, lacerated, and trodden dewn.
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The affections which produced and fostered it, are themselves conscious of
the violence; and it would be a signal triumph of grace against nature, if
the vital energy of the missionary principle were not thereby permanently
impaired. Within limits approved by the general voice, there must be
scope to the individual voluntary impulse; and if, by the proposed relin-
quishment, a violence will be done to the individual feeling to a large ex-
tent, the fact may be regarded as a providential indication that the time for
such relinquishment has not come.

IIL. The third and last class of providential indications which it was pro-
posed to consider, consists of various incidental concurrences and circum-
stances; in other words, the sacrifices which would be involved in discontin-
uing miseions. These may be grouped under two general heads.

1. The firstis pecuniary sacrifices. The pecuniary cost of relinquishment,
it is believed, would be least, 1st, in Germany ; 2d, in West Africa; 3d, in
France and Greece ; 4th, in Arracan; 5th, in the Cherokee Mission; and
6th, in the Teloogoo ; i. e., the direct immediate cost in the discontinuance
of the mission, as connected with loss or sale of property, and recall or
tranfer of nissionaries.

In Germany, discontinuance would occasion no pecuniary expense, all
that would be requisite being a suitable notification to the laborers. In
West Africa there is but one white missionary and two white female as-
sistants, beside colored laborers; the cost of their transportation home,
would be small, if they should prefer to return to their native country; and
the property of the Convention, consisting of buildings, printing apparatus,
&ec., might be sold at a fair valuation. To discontinue the French Mission,
it would be necessary for Mr. Willard to revisit France, and there would,
undoubtedly, be some sacrifice in the sale of property. In the Greek Mis-
sion five missionaries and assirtants would have a claim to be brought home.
In the Arracan Mission, Mr. Stilson and family would need conveyance to
Maulmain,* and several mission compounds and houses would be disposed
of at forced sale. In the Cherokee Nﬂ:sion the number of missionaries and
mission houses, and amount of printing apparatus, &c., would more than
counterbalance the difference of distance, unless the mission were transfer-
red and the property sold to some cotrdinate Missionary Institution. In the
Teloogoo Mission there is but one mission family at present, and one mis-
sionary establishment ; and though the expense of removal would be great,
the sacrifice would be far less than in the breaking up of the Assam, the
Siam, or the China Mission. The cost of withdrawing the Burman and
Karen Missions we have not computed.

2. The second class of sacrifices would embrace the results of missionary
labor, accomplished or prospective. To form a just estimate of the loss in
this respect, it will be necessary, in some of the missions, to take iuto con-
sideration the degree of their dependence upon the Convention, and their
importance to the evangelizing of the people for whose sake they were con-
stituted ; in other words, what provision will exist or can be made for evan-
gelizing a people, or prosecuting a mission, when the miission, or the support
of the Convention, shall have been withdrawn. We have stated in another
connexion what the order of dependence is in the Asiatic and African Mis-
sions, if no provision Le made; but the subject requires more minute spe-
cifications.

(a.) We begin with the Bassa Mission. This mission stands first in the
order of importance to the people who are to be evangelized. No denomi-
nation of Christians but our own has entered the Bassa territory to save its
native population. And were this the only fuct to be considered, it might
be our imperative duty to prosecute the mission, notwithstanding the fearful
expenditure of life. Too much has already heen accomplished and too much

* At this point there was great sensation in the assembly, and the reading was suspend-
ed for :l moment ; Mr. Abbott, of the Mission to Arracan, most fervently deprecating its
removal.
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already expended, to admit of hasty abandonment. But there is an addition-
al fact;—the evangelizing of the Bassas, and the support of the Bassa Mis-
sion, is not staked exclusively upon their continued connexion with the
Convention. Should the Convention retire from the field, it would be en-
tered by our brethren of the Southern Board, and the mission be prosecuted
in more favorable circumstances, and, probably, with augmented zeal.

(b.) The Mission to the Cherokees might also be relinquished by the
Convention with comparatively little sacrifice of good. The work of evan-
gelization has reached such a stage of advancement, that, if left to itself] it
would go forward, though its progress might be sadly retarded. Or, if
judged advisable, and if thie mission would cordially acquiesce, it might be
placed in charge of the Indian Mission Association, which has entered into
our labors among the Chectaws and Creeks.

(c.) Ofthe Asiatic Missions, the Arracan is the most easy of modification.
It is, properly speakingi,(an offset of the Burman, embracing both its depart-
ments of Burman and Karen. To withdraw our missionaries from Arracan
would be not so much a breaking up of a mission, as changing its centre of
operations, and working at reduced hazard and cost of life. The labor al-
ready bestowed on Arracan, would not thereby be necessarily sacrificed.
Native laborers might be continued in the field, and Burman missionaries
might occasionally revisit it, to encourage the assistants, and, if converts and
churches were multiplied, to inquire into their state. As it respects the
Karens, it is to be borne in mind that the Arracan coast is not their natal
scil. The climate of Arracan is as futal to them as to missionaries, espe-
cially when aggravated by the exposures and toils incident to secret emigra-
tion. Hundreds of native Christians have been swept away ; whole villages,
even, depopulated ;—and were the missionary accessible in some other di-
rection, few would venture from Burmah across the Yomadong mountains.®

Second, in Asia, to the Arracan is the Teloogoo Misgion. The labor lost
in its abandonment would be the labor of comparatively few missionaries ;
the number of schools to be sacrificed would be less than in Assam; the
number of converts to be given over to the tender mercies of their country- .
men, lessthan in Siam. There is also one missionary from an evangelical
institution of this country about 400 miles from Nellore, devoted to the same
people; and an influence in favor of Christianity must one day be trans-
mitted from the Tamil Mission of the American Board of Comnissioners
for Foreign Missions, which lies on the south. But we speak comparatively
only. The chief hope of the Teloogoos is the mission of this Convention ;
and to recall it, would be to consign at least another generation of one of
the noblest races of India to unalleviated wretchedness.

(d.) In the European Missions the sacrifice would be chiefly prospective.
The good that has been effected in France and Germany, has been garner-
ed, and we cannot be despoiled of it. So in Greece a light has been kin-
dled that cannot be put out. The word of God has been sent abroad and
distributed by thousands, and the common people read it, in the modern
tongue. There i, however, both in Greece and France, a valuable amount
of knowledge, both as to language and people; and of missionary =ekill;
which, so far as concerns the evangelization of those countries, would be
thrown away by the recall of our French and Greek missionaries. They
are missionaries tried, and found faithful ; and the acquisition of such labor-
ers is too difficult and their value too costly to allow them to be put away
from us and from the missionary field except for indisputable cause. But
it is more especially the good in prospect that demands our consideration
here. We have already said, that in encouragements as to immediate use-
fulness, the European Missions have precedence. “ The same amount .of

* Justice to the mission requires us to add, that later representations are more favor-
able to the climate of Arracan. In consequence of drainage of low grounds, and other
healthful influences, there is said to be increasing salubrity ; and some localities, such as
Akyab and Ramree, are pronounced as safe as any along the Bengal coasts.
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labor,” it was stated, “ bestowed in them, in equally favorable circumstances,
might reasonably be expected to issue in a wider evangelization.” This
opinion is founded not merely on their superior intelligence, their freedom
from idolatry and superstition, their structure of society, &c., but also and
especially on what may be denominated “the signs of the times.” An in-
telligent observer, who has allowed hiinself opportunity to note the progress
of events, step by step, in the religious life of Europo the last ten years, cannot
bave failed to see that it has been quickened, and is putting on freshness and
activity at almost every point. Chimerical as the idea may have seemed to
some, it is now too manifest to savor of prophecy, that Europe is on the eve
of a momentous revolution., The Reformation by Lutber has come to its
second stage. The first was the inexperience of youth, the present is its
manhood. It is ours to bear a part in it; and in circumstances of vantage
which God usually awards to his chosen ones. In respect to Greece there
is the additional consideration, that she has just started again into political
and intellectual life. She has risen from the dead. 'The present is the most
favorable time in its history from the days of Chrysostom, to “ speak unto
the Grecians, preaching the Lord Jesus.” The good seed of the word has
been sown by others also with liberal band, which cannot be lost ; and to us
and our missionaries is left the double privilege of reaping their harvest
and ours. .

I regard to France, if not Germany also, a further sacrifice would be
meade in a sudden abandonment of the mission, more costly than any yet
mentioned, a sacrifice of good faith. Suys Mr. Willard, “1 cannot for a
moment entertain the thought of giving up the mission. It inust not be

iven up. The brethren now in the field inust be sustained at all hazards,

ow could 1 apologize for such a measure, or return to France to confer
with my brethren upon any such subject. How often have they been as-
sured that they should be sustained,—how frequently have I told them that I
would stand by them. I do not know how we can, any of us, hold up our
heads if we forsake France now.”

CONCLUSION.

In the preceding statement, we have endeavored to embody the principal
“facts and reasons ” bearing upon the proposed reduction, so fur as concerns
the amount of expense, incurred in the support of missions, and the provi-
dential indications of their usefillness. The extent of the subject has pre-
cluded the introduction of many considerations of minor importance ; and
those to which we have adverted have, for the same reason, been consider-
ed within the briefest space consistent with their clear presentation. Some
of equal pertinence and weight, it is quite possible, may have been over-
looked. It is for the Board to judge of their jusiness and pertinence, as it
is also with the Board to determine the last issue.

In concluding, the Board will indulge the freedom of one or two sngges-
tions, which have continually forced themselves upon the mind in the
course of the preceding exposition.

The first is, the extreme hazard attendant upon a backward movement in
the work of evangelization, and the corresponding importance of interpre-
ting rightly, providential indications, where such a movement is contempla-
ted. One needless, or ill-conducted retreat, might be more disastrous than
ten hard-fought battles. It is not merely that the acquisitions of years of
toil and pain would be abandoned ; although what we abandoned in a day, it
might take us years to recover. It is, rather, that it would threaten to send
discouragement and disinay through the churches; to repress the rising
tide of missionary devotedness and missionary liberality ; to cast rebuke and
reproach upon the forward zeal of those, who, relying upon the good faith
of the churches, have been ready to *jeopard their lives unto the death in
the high places of the ficld.” More than all, there would be danger lest
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it would be regarded by the Lord of Missions as an acting of unbelief; and
8o bring upon us and upon the churches the curse of Meroz.

Providential indications, it is beyond controversy, ought to be consulted
in matters of this nature with the most scrupulous deference. But as a pre-
liminary, there must be a reasonable certainty that we understand what
are. Pecuniary inability may be a providential indication of duty, when the
means to its removal bave been plied in vain to the uitermost. But pecuni-
ary inability alone, might not be a valid plea, when called to account for our
stewardship. It might be well, if, with this inability, we could plead in our
justification those natwral laws of Divine Providence, which, rising above all
human power, allow it to be said, even in the midst of reverses, ﬁ'hey bave
done what they could.

The other suggestion is, that, conceding the duty of reducing the number
of the missions in accordance with providential indications, agreeably to
the opinion expressed by the General Board in its second Resolution, it is
matter of deep thankfulness, in view of the difficulty and hazard attending
such a movement, that we have time to determine the manner and extent of
the reduction with due deliberation, and after a thorough investigation of the
fucts. There is no necessity for haste in this sad work. In allowing our-
selves time for cool comparison, we are not incurring an insolvable debt.
Our present annual income, from all sources, is more than $80,000, and our
current ordinary expenditure is less than $70,000. Had the rate of contri-
butions been five years ago what it is now, or bad the ratio of annual in-
crease in the first three years, 18414243, been what in ordinary times we
should have had reason to expect, had it even been hkalf what the ratio was
in the five preceding years, no debt would have been incurred.® But those
years were years of darkness, distrust, and controversy. Instead of increase,
there was diminution. The love of inany to the cause of missions appeared
to have wuxed cold. The hands of some even of the fast friends of the mis-
sions seemed to hang down. Better days, we will hope, have come ; when
the Holy Spirit, the spirit of peace, the Sanctifier, the Comforter, will abide
with us; and when the strife among brethren, the oLy strife, will be, Who
of us shall love most and serve best Him who hath forgiven us.

* The ratio of annual increase during the five preceding years, i. e., from 1836 to 1840,
inclusively, was about §4700.f An annual increase half as great, i. e., $2350 per annum,
the five succeeding years, would have given the following sums, the receipts of 1839-10
having been $57,781.

Estimated. ) Realized.

The receipts in 1840-1 were §60,131 £52,598
“ “ “« 412 « 62,481 56,706
“« w428 « 64,831 45,883
“ “ “ o 43-4 « 67,181 62,062
“ “ “ M5 “ 69,531 71,876

Total, $324,156 Total, $283,125
zilﬂ'gsrence §324,155—$283,125==841,030. The entire debt reported April 1, 1845, was
$40,188 49.

t An increase of $4700 per annum on the receipts of 1835, would have given the follow-
ing as compared with the actual results, the receipts in 1835 having been $30,747. The
comparison illustrates, by the way, the irregularity of contribution which has prevailed in
the churches, and the embarrassment to which the Board must be exposed until the
method of contributing becomes more systematic and uniform.

Estimated. Realized.

Receipts in 1835-6 were $35,447 $35,047
“ “ 36-1T « 40,147 45,567
“ “« 378 « 44847 34,583
“ “ 389 ¢« 49,547 51,289
“ “ 8940 « 54247 57,181

Total, §224,235  Total, §424,267



Letter from Rev. Mr. Dean.

ter by their offerings, &c., but that the
disciples of Gaudama, after all their
“ good works,” would get angry and
abuse each other, as thuse old men did.
They seemed to feel the force of this;
and when I told them of the new heart,
which the disciples of Christ had, and
which enabled them to bear insult and
persecution without retaliation, they
smiled an approval. Collected two or
three other congregations, to whom I
endeavored to communicate enough of
the truth as it is in Christ, to save their
souls, if believed. Distributed a good
many tracts, Catechisms, Balances, &c.

29. A little after sunrise, started
for two villages a few miles distant.
Most of the men had left, through fear
of the small-pox, which is now prevail-
ing throughout this region—trusting for
safety to flight, rather than to a small
string of bark, which they had fastened
a few feet above the ground, to prevent
the disease from entering their borders.
At each village, however, I was able to
collect a small congregation, to whom
the news of Christ were strange, if not
glad tidings. 1lefta few tracts at each
place, and hope ere long to hear from
some of those who received them. The
Lord can make the feeblest effort the
means of great good.

Aprit 8. Took possession of our
house, I trust with some emotions of
sincere gratitude. The Lord has kind-
ly supplied the necessary materials, la-
borers, &c., with but little trouble on
my part. Now this care is off iny hands,
and we are brought near to the natives,
I hope my own soul, and the souls of
the heathen will thereby be benefited.
We tried to consecrate our house to
God; and, dedicating oursclves anew to
his service, besought him here to grant
us his presence and blessing.

5. Unwell, at home,—and, although
it is the Sabbath, unable to go out
among the heathen. Have been pray-
ing for sanctification, that I may do
much for the glory of God.

12. Lord’s-day. During the past
week have conversed with a few, and
given away some tracts. This morn-
ing two men came to hear and get
books : as it was already very hot, 1
sent word to the villagers, that if they
wanted to hear about the religion of
Christ, they might come to my house.
This was an experiment, and it has suc-
ceeded admimblg. Soon after break-
fast, the people e'gan to gather around
my door. I read from the Catechism,
View, Investigator, New Testament,
&c., endeavoring thus to answet ques-
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tions and obviate objections. My main
vbject was to show them their sin, the
need of an atonement, and that the
name of Christ is the only une * under
heaven given among men,” whereby a
sinner can be saved. During nearly
the whole day, more or less hearers
were present—sometimes many, some-
times few. Towards evening, wenta
short distance, to witness one of the
abominations of heathenism, which I did
not expect to behold in this province—a
poor wretch, a Hindoo, swung for caste,
1. e, to obtain a higher grade. He was
supported only by two iron hooks, thrust
through his back. [ saw one of them
inserted. A vast multitude were pres-
ent, and seemed to regard the act as
one of extraordinary piety and merit.
1 was told that the merit procured b
swinging was sufficient to atone for all
past sins, and secure a high place
in heaven. I longed to tell the poor
man, and those who approved his con-
duct, of the more excellent way of sal-
vation, revealed in the gospel ; but with
their language I was unacquainted,
(nearly all of them were Bengalees).
To the Burmans present I spoke of the
folly and sin of such rites, telling them
that no merit could be thus obtained,
and that men could be saved only
through the merits of Christ. I distri-
buted several tracts, and returned
home in season to help Mrs. C., whom
[ found .eurrounded by a great con-
course of people returning from the
swinging, to whom she was explaining
the way of salvation. We labored with
thewn till dark, when they left. Most
of them were from some distance, and
would not have heard of Clirist to-day,
had they not come to witness a cruel
rite of heathenism. May the Lord
bring much good out of this evil. Dur-
ing the day, more than two hundred, I
presume, heard of the new religion at
my door. May the seed sown to-day,
spring up, and bring forth much fruit to
the glory of God.
(To be continued.)

Epinese Ritssion.

Most of vur readers are probably aware
that Mr. Dean, who has been residing tem-
porarily at Singay was appointed mis-
sionary to the Chinese, to he stationed at
Bankok, the seat of the Siam mission. He
has accordingly been for the most part em-
ployed, while at Singapore, in the study of
the Chinese language, particularly the Tio-
chew dialect, the Tio-chew being the most

©y
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numerous class of Chinese in Siam, and the
church at Bankok consisting wholly of them.
For the same reason the communications
received from Mr. D. relate chiefly to the
character and condition of the Chinese.

LETTER OF MR. DEAN TO DR. BOLLES,
DATED SINGAPORE, APRIL 13, 1835.

Chinese Burial-Books distributed— Tracts
Jor Chinese at Bankok.

I have, to-day, attended the funeral
obsequies of Che-Sang, the oldest and
wealthiest Chinese resident of Singa-
pore. His estate is valued at 400,00
dollars. He commenced here in youth, in
the capacity of a coolie, whose business
is to bear burdens. This morning a
numerous concourse of people assem-
bled at and about his late residence, to
pay their last respects to the dcad, or
rather to enjoy a day of festivity.—
Amidst the throng was seen a huge
imnage, made of paper, somewhat in the
form of a man, butevery way larger, by
four-fold. This image receives religi-
ous worship, in behalf of departed an-
cestors, and is called, the % Great Rev-
erend Uncle.,” Next to this were sta-
tioned a number of boys, six or eight

ears of age, dressed in mourning,
{white,) holdging flags of red and blue,
made of paper. léear to these were
arranged the offerings prepared for the
gods.? These consisted of whole hogs,
sheep, goats, fowls, fish, &c., all dress-
ed, but made to resemble life as much
as possible. Around these were ar-
ranged all kinds of vegetables and
fruits, in due order. Next was seen
the pall—a piece of-black silk, richly
embroideted with purple, yellow, and
crimson. This was thrown over a light
frame-work of bamboo, which covered
the coffin. By the side of this were
the mourners, literally clothed in sack-
cloth and sitting in" the dust. At |
o'clock, P. M., all arrangements being
made, the procession, composed of more
than ten thousand people, marched
about & mile to the grave-yard. The
images and offerings were all borne to
the %rave with the procession, which
marched at the beating of gongs and
other instrumental music, (so called).
On arriving at the grave-yard, we saw
temporary sheds erected, not only over
the newly opened grave, but in many
places around, to shelter the people
from the scorching sun. Beneath these,
after the interment of the deceased, the
various offerings were arranged, and

¢ The spirits of the dead

o are among their
objects of worship.

Exztract from the Journal of Rev. Mr. Dean.

after they had been spiriluaily offered to
the dead, they were lulerally devoured by
the living.

The circumstance I wished more par-
ticularly to mnotice in connexion with
this occasion, is the distribution of Chi-
nese bonks. Of these, we have, to-day,
given away sbout fifteen hundred ;—
each book, on an average, containing
about 90 pages, making in all about
twelve thousand pages. In this distri-
bution all the missionary brethren here
have been engaged. It has been to us
a laborious, but delightful day. May
we enjoy many such opportunities for
doing good. Our plan was, for each
one to take a box of books, and station
himself by the gathering multitude.
All we could do, was to give as fast
as we could, to the throng that pressed
upon us, and guard against a seizure of
the whole at once.

In view of the feeling manifested to-
day, I have been led to inquire, what
shall we do for a supply of tracts for
the Chinese at Bankok? The Ameri-
can Tract Socicty has indeed appropri-
ated $ 500 for tract distribation in
Siam ; but this and much more will
soon be profitably and necessarily cm-

loyed in preparing Siamese tracts.—

rom the specimens of br. Jones's trans-
lation of Scripture, and the tract pre-
pared in the Siamese language, (now
printed,) we may judiciously appropriate
funds in this department, to any extent
which his labors may demand. Thus
with the aid of a press, which I trust
we shall soon have at Bankok, a begin-
ning at least may be made, towards
supplying the Siamese with books.
But then the question returns—what
shall be done for the 300,000 Chinese ®
It is known that the Chinese are a read-
ing people, and itis also true that books
of any kind among them are very
scarce. Though their native books are
cheap, they are so miserably poor, they
are unable to purchase them. Believ-
ing that the church is beginning to
pray for China, and that a gracious God
18 removing the obstacles to her con-
version, I am encouraged to hope that
her millions of interesting but perishing
inhabitants may soon be supplied with
the bread of life.

EXTRACT FROM THE JOURNAL OF
MR. DEAN.
Singapore, May 22, 1835. After
reading a sentence with iny teacher, in
which the subject of death was referred

to, 'he remarked that an old man might



Eztract of a Letter from Rev. Mr. Jones.

be willing to die, but it was a great ca-
lamity for a young man to die. On be-
ing asked the reason for making this
distinction between the two, he replied
that we lived in a country that was
some light, and some dark ; but when
men died they went to a country that was
all dark ; and that it was of little con-
sequence with the old man, who had
lost his eye-sight, but to the young man
who could see, it was a great calamity
to go into the dark. Surely the hea-
then’s futurity is a darkone. He looks
into the grave—it is dark there—con-
vinced of his immortality, he looks for-
ward to eternity—it is dark there. When
shall be given to them the lamp of di-
vine revelation, to direct them through
the darkness of the tombs, to the light
of an eternal day ? When shall they be
taught to believe that for them “ to live,
is Christ, and to die, (whether in years,
or in youth,) is gain ?”

?24. Sabbath morning. At 7 o'clock,
we met more than ligfty Chinese, of
" all ages, from youth to grey hairs,
at the Missionary Dispensary. Most
of these had come, as they are ac-
customed to do every morning during
the week, to receive medical assistance.
The ordinary labors among the sick
were suspended for one hour, while br.
Tomlin, of Malacca, preached to them
the gospel. The exercises commenced
by reading a hymn, which was sung in
Chinese by the natives ; after which Mr.
Tomlin prayed, and read, and explained
the account given by Luke of our Sa-
vior’s conversation with the two disci-
ples, as they went to Emmaus. He
then prayed and closed by singing an-
other hymn. During the whole, perfect
order was preserved by the assembly,
many of whom listened with much at-
tention, and apparent interest. The
Holy Spirit was evidently present, to
assist the speaker with freedom of com-
munication ;and to such of us who could
understand here and there a sentence of
whut was said, the season was one of
uncommon interest. Our minds natu-
rally reverted to the preaching of the
Savior and his apostles, whose assem-
blies were often composed of the poor
and the sick ; and we could but pray for
primitive results to follow these lubors
among the Gentiles. And to see a
company of Chinese, who have long
been slaves to heathen superstition,
bow, with one accord, in prayer before
the throne of the living God ; and again
to hear them unite their voices in songs
of praise to the Redeemer of a lost
world, was enough to “overflow the
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Christian’s heart with gratitude and de-
light. And though their notes at pres-
ent are not the most harmonious, and
none (with one exception) afford us rea-
son by their lives to conclude that they
love the Savior, yet we do hope and
believe, that, by the blessing of the
gospel, which is now weekly given to
them by the living teacher, and daily
by the written word ; many will be
brought to praise God and the Lamb in
heaven.

26. I distributed thirty copies of
the gospel by Jobn, (in Malay,) on
board five Malay Prahus from Rhio and
the neighboring islands, which were
loaded with sago and cotton and man-
ned with from 15 to 30 men each.

30. Sabbath evening. In the absence
of the chaplain, I have to-day had another
opportunity of preaching to the English
here ; and though I may have offended
their prejudices, I have not done it when
fidelity to my Master and love to their
souls would allow me to avoid it.

Mr. Dean, it may be presumed, is now at
Bankok, to which place he was intending to
repair by the earliest opportunity.

Slam,
EXTRACT OF A LETTER FROM MR. JONES.

Under date of March 28, 1885, Mr. J.,
speaking of his need of a greater supply of
Siamesc tracts, gives the following estimate
of the

Siamese Population of Bankok.

I am satisfied that the Sismese pop-
ulation of Bankok has been greatly un-
derrated. Mr. Tomlin’s journal contain-
ed a census in which they were estimat-
ed at only 8,000, while Mr. Abeel, who
was under no temptation to exaggerate,
estimates the priests alone at 10,000,
and Mr. Hunter, who has spent scveral
years there, reckons the same class at
20,600. There are about 100 wats, or
monastic establishments, none of which
contain less than 20, and several of
them contain more than 500. Estimat-
ing the incumbents of each at 150, which
is certainly moderate, we have 15,000
priests. These cannot be equal to more
than § of the whole male (Siamese) pop-
ulation, which would raise them to 45,-
000, and, adding females, to 80 or 90
thousands. Leaving out of view, how-
ever, all females, (as few of them can
read,) what tracts we have, will not
amount to a supply of 1-10th of Bankok
alone with a single tract. It is doing
nothing for the country !
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The following extracts from more recent
communications give the latest information
we bave received from the Siam Mission.

Singapore, May 4. Last evening we
were allowed an interview with the
Rev. Mr. Wurtz, a German missionary,
who with his wife bas come here for
the purpose of entering Borneo, and es-
tablishing a mission there. ‘I'hey are
sustained by and under the direction of
a single church in England. The
Dutch East Indian authorities resist the
introduction of Christianity into any of
the territories under their jurisdiction.
The New Testament is translated into
Javanese by Mr. Bruckner, a very worthy
missionary, and was printed at Seram-
pore while I was there, in Jan. 1831.—
On theirarrival in Java, they were most
of them seized, and locked up in the
government Godowns, where they still
remain. Thus reproach is heaped upon
the truth, and the hearts of God’s chil-
dren grieved. But God knows it—and
knows how to turn even such events
into blessings to his church, and confu-
sion to her foes.—Matt. to xvi. 16, goes
to press lo-day. ‘T'his Fospel of Matt.
is likely to make more than 130 8vo. pp.
The type and character are so peculiar,
that the average amount of matter in
a single page is less than 10 verses.
This circomstance renders the publica-
tion expensive. It cannot be finished
much before the middle of June.

The Gospel printed in Siamese.

June 24. Matthew was out of press
about a week ago, and most of the edi-
tion is covered. The season was so far
past, that 1 did not think it best to at-
tempt printing any thing else, as we are,
and have been for 10 days, daily ex-
Fecting a vessel to convey us to Siam.

have received letters from Siam, up to
May 7th, and am permitted to learn that
my dear family are well, and the little
church is steadfast.

July 8. 1 bave just engaged our pas-
sage to Bankok, on board the same ves-
sel in which I came down. We are to
sail to-morrow morning.

T ————————————

E¥estern Ereek Natlon,

EXTRACT FROM MR. ROLLIN'S JOURNAL.

June 21. Not so many to worship to
day, as on the last Subbath. A middle-
aged woman expressed a desire to be
baptized. She wrrived in this country
in March, from the old Creek nation.
J advised her to wait, that we might

Extract from Reo. Mr. Rollin’s Journal—Death of Rev. Mr. Aldrich.

have an opportunity to become acquaint-
ed with her case.

July 5. A good number present at
worship. Had more conversation, this
morning, with the woman mentioned
June 21. The church will probably
soon receive her as a candidate for bap-
tism.

Aug.9. Our dear Susan died this
morning, between the hours of three
and four, after an illness of five weeks.
Our hearts bleed afresh, but religion is
our support.

Oct. 3. To-day the brethren held a
church-meeting. One individual offer-
ed himself for baptism, but the brethren
unanimously advised him to wait. It
became our painful duty to exclude two
brethren from the church, for drunken-
ness.

Under a later date, Mr. Rollin mentions
that the individuals who had requested bap-
tism, with another applicant, had been sp-
proved by the church, and two of them bap-
tized by Mr. Davis, the state of his own heakh
not permitting him to administer the ordi-
pance. The mission families had suffered
mauch from illness.

TWestern Ehevokees.

Death of Mr. Aldrich.

It has L our painful duty to
the death of another missionary of the Board.
Rev. Sumuel Aldrich, of the Western Chero-
kee mission, died at Fairfield, Ind. Ter.,
Nov. 22,1835, aged 27. By letters from
Rev. Mr. Caurtiss, who was associated with
him in his labors, and was permitted to ad-
to his ities during most of bis
illness, and to iwpart to him the cunsolations
of religion at the close of life, we learn that
Mr. Aldrich was taken ill Scpt. 23, and in
the courre of two or thiree weeks was reduced
80 low that his life was repeatedly despaired
of. From this state of extreme danger, how-
ever, he was so far raised as to be able to re-
pair to Fairfield, a station about 18 miles dis-
tant, under the direction of the A. B. C. F.
M., where he hoped, with the advice and at-
tentions of Dr. Palmer, of that place, to re-
gain bis health more speedily. But it was in
vain. Soon after his arrival he became more
uowell, lingered a few days, and fell asleep.
Mr. Aldrich was educated at Hamilton Lit.
and Theol. Inst., aod had been employed as a
missionary of the Board about one year, having
arrived at his station, among the Cherokees,
Dec. 24, 1834,
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all the dollars and cents which had
been given him by different individuals,
and said, “This no Ko Chet-thing
money ; Jesas Christ money. Chet-
thing go Burmah, make school-house,
teach child. No Ko Chet-thing mon-
ney.” And when, as was sometimes
the case, (for he understood a little
English,) he heard .unkind remarks, or
saw contemptuous scowles, he would
only ask, if the person was a disciple.
On arrivin% in Burmah, as we were ap-
pointed to labor in Tavoy, we were soon
separated both from Ko Chet-thing und
Moung Shway Moung; but all the let-
ters from the brethren at the station at
Maulmein, bear honorable testimony to
their devotedness to the work of
preaching Christ to their countrymen.
A letter just received from br. Judson,
mentions the death of a native Chris-
tian, who had lately been baptized, and
who he says was converted through
the instrumentality of Moung Shway
Moung. We have certainly reason to
render thanks to God that by his own
grace working effectually in them,
they were preserved from the ill effects
which we feared might result from their
visit to America. [ believe the whole
matter was ordered of the Lord.

S A S —
Chinese Pl(sslon,

The arrival of Messrs. Jones and Dean at
Bankok from Singapore, was mentioned in
our last pumber. Some of the incidents which
occurred on their way, and during a few sub-
sequent weeks, are noticed in the following

EXTRACTS FROM THE JOURNAL OF MR.
DEAN.

Passage from Singapore.

July 9, 1835. At 8 o’clock this morn-
ing we embarked on board the “ Futtle
Barree” an Arab ship, bound to Ban-
kok. She is a vessel of 400 tons, and
affords us tolerable accommodations.
The ship’s company consists of a mah-
line, (or navigator,) and his mate, a
naquodah (supercargo) and clerk, and
a serang, who engages and provides
for the lascars, (or sailors,) of whom
there are thirty-four. Not one of all
these, (including officers and crew,) can
speak English. On leaving Singapore,
where during the last six months I
enjoyed many rich blessings and ex-
fetienced the severest trials of my life,

felt a sadness indescribable and be-
fore unknown. My last work was to
visit the grave of one, who one year
ago encouraged me to bid farewell to

Mr. Dean's Journal.

my friends and native land with cheer-
fulness, and after a protracted voyage
shared with me the pleasure of landing
on these Asiatic shores. After stand-
ing for a moment with feelings which
refused an attempt at utterance, I
knceled by the side of the grave, and
prayed to Him for strength, who has
declared himself *the resurrection and
the life.”

10. With fuir winds, at five o'clock
this morning, we passed Pooloo-Aur,
an island five or six miles long, situated
on the Malayan coast about one hun-
dred and fifty miles from Singapore.
Ten or fifteen miles from this we came
to Pooloo-Symoe, anisland of nearly the
same extent as the former, and inhab-
ited by a few fishermen.

At 2 oclock P. M. we spoke the
“briz Saugury, of Liverpool,” forty
days from Manilla, and at 4 o’clock
spoke the “ship Sovercign,” an English
vesscl, forty-one days from Canton.

11, At G this morning we passed the
greater and lesser Redang islands lying
off the coast of Calanton, & province of
the Malayan peninsula, said to be rich
in the production of pepper and sugar.
In its hills and valleys are mines of
gold dust and tin. 'i"his province is
tributary to the king of Siam, and con-
tains 50,000 inhabitants, all accountable
to the King of kings, and needing the
blessings of the Christian religion.

14. During the last three days, though
sajling at the rate of 8 knots an hour,
we have scarcely lost sight of the Ma-
layan peninsula. While looking upon
theso beautiful vales, diversified with
hills of different heights and inhabited
by a multitude of immortal beings, I
have been interested with the thought
that all this land is included in the
grant that is “given to the pcople of
the most high God.” O, when will the
church come forth to take possession of
her inheritance. What—but the cul-
ture of the Christian hand, is needed to
change these desolate wastesto a fruit-
ful field, and this wilderness to the gor-
den of the Lord?

16. At 7 o'clock this morning, just
one week from the time we left Singa-
pore, we came to anchor near the bar
at the mouth of the Meinam river.,
Here we overtook the “Hind,” the
only vessel that left Singapore for this
place during our residence there,
Here we also .met the “Lord Eldon,”
an English ship, returning from Bankok.
A few small junks are seen leaving
and entering the river. At the right
of us the island “Se-chang,” rising in






Recent Intelligence.

the charge of the missionaries, a printing-
press and a etanding-press, with a sufficient
supply of paper, ink, &c., for the A'sim
Mission: also, an additional printing-press,
with more than 1700 reams of paper, binders’
materials, &c., for the station at Maulmein.

Miss Lucy H. Taylor, of Waterville, N. Y.,
missienary to the Western Creeks, left for
the Indian Territory, early in Oct., in com-
vany with Mr. and Mrs. Kellam, on their way
to the Mission, as mentioned in our last num-
ber. -

Recent Intelligence.

By late arrivals, letters have been received
from Maulmein, last date April 4; from
Sadiyi, of April 5, and from Singapore, of
April 12, Our latest dates from Ava and
Rangoon, are Feb. 23 and 24.

The Louvre arrived at Amherst, on Satur-
day, Feb. 20, all well. Mr. Malcom and
the missi hed M in, at day-
break, the next morning. Soon afterwards,
Mr. Malcom proceeded to Tavoy, and thence
to Mergui, and returned to Maulmein about
the close of March.

Mr. and Mrs. Ingalls had been assigned
to the mission in Arracan. Messrs. Haswell
and Abbott, were to remain in Burmah.

Messrs. Brown and Cutter, with their fam;
ilies, were * quictly settled at their new
station in A'ssm, and were in the enjoyment
of comfortable health.””

We subjoin a brief

Ezxtract from a Letler of My. Shuck.

We arrived at Singapore, on the 31st
of March, in health and safety, and im-
mediately rented a house, which ac-
commodates the three families of us
separately and comfortably.

In Maulmein we remained one week,
and passed the time most agreeably in
the society of the dear brethren and

sisters there, They all seemed assidu- |-

ously engaged and happy, and the
work of the Lord encouragingly pros-
pers. We remained four days at Pe-
nang, and were -affectionately enter-
tained by the Rev. Messrs. Davies and
Beighton, and their worthy consorts, of
the London Missionary Society. The
former gentleman is connected with the
Chinese department, and the latter with
the Malay. The city of Singapore is
situated about 1° north of the equator,
and 102° east of Greenwich,—is under
the English government, enjoys a salu-
brious climate, has an increasing com-
merce, and contains about 18,000 Chi-
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nese, 6,000 Malays, and 3,000 others of
different nations, besides between one
and two hundred Europeans, There
are here at present six missionaries of
the American Board, and one of the
London  Missionary Society. Br.
Jones left Singapore a few days before
we arrived, on his way to Malacca and
Penang, to make arrangements for
Siamese printing. And, judging from
the letter which he left for us at this
place, that he was not aware of our
having with us a printer and apparatus
for Bankok, we thought it expedient,
and br. Davenport immediately embark-
ed for Malacca, to consult him with
regard to future operations.

here will be no vessels leaving here
for Bankok, before the middle of June.
Not wishing to be idle, I have procured
me a competent Malay teacher, and
commcnceqf the study of that language.
1 find that it is quite simple and easy,
and extensively useful in all these sur-
rounding regions, even among the
Chinese themselves. The Chinese
and Hindoo shopkeepers, washermen,
breadmen, milkmen, coolies, servants,
&c. &c., all understand the Malay.
s soon, however, as I can procure
suitable books, and a properly qualified
teacher, I shall lay hold of the Chinese;
for to the everlasting welfare of the
perishing millions of the “ celestial em-
pire,” do I consider the energies of my
life ex¢lusively devoted.

We are all at present in good health,
and with gratitude record the loving-
kindness of the Lord, which has sur-
rounded us amid all our wanderings,
since we left our native land. We re-
joice that now we are in the midst of
the heathen, and feel more than ever
desirous of toiling,

“Till life’s last glimmer
Shall die away,”

for their eternal good.

At Port au Prince, July 14, the prospects
of the Mission were encouraging. r. Mon-
roe had recently baptized two persons.

Miss Sarah C. Day, late missionary to the
Outawas at Thomas, Mich., has been com-
pelled to retire from the station by ill health.
She left Grand river July 18, and returned
as far as Auburn, N. Y., where, Sejit. 29,
she was still suffering from severe illness.

Rev. Chaudler Curtiss and Miss Mary
A. Colburn, late of the Western Creek Mis-
sion, were married July 24, and on the fol-
lowing day left for the north, to establish
a new station among the Omahas.



