THE . " -

- BAPTIST MISSIONARY MAGAZINE.

PUBLISHED BY THE BOARD 'OF MANAGERS

OF THE

%

VOLUME XIX.

—

* BOSTON:
PRESS OF PUTNAM AND HEWES,
1839.

BAPTIST GENERAL CONVENTION. &%,
R

-
R’
. ?9
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DESIGNATION AND DEPARTURE OF MISSION-
ARIES.

The Rev. James O. Mason and wife, of Gran-
ville, N. Y., and Miss Elizabeth Boynton, of
Haverhill, Ms., missionaries to the Creeks, left
New-York city on the 12th of September last,
for the Indian Territory, via Pittsburg and
Ciucibnati, in company with Mr. and Mrs. Kel-
lam, of the same mission. Mr. Mason is a
graduate of Hamilton Literary and Theolog-
ical Institution.

The Rev. Josiah Goddard, of Wendell, Ms.,
and Mrs. Eliza Ann Abbott Goddard, of Holden,
Ms., Rev. Coroden H. Slafier, of Norwich, Vt.,
and Mrs. Maria Maine Slafter, of Oxford, N. Y.,
together with Mrs. H. M. Mason, of the mis-
sion to the Karens, sdiled from this port, in
the barque Apthorp, Capt. Gay, on Thursday,
the 6th ult., for Maulmein, Burmah, and Singa-
pore. A public religious service was held on
the Tuesday evening previous, in the Baptist
meeting-house in Charles-st., when the missiona-
ries were set apart to their work, and the in-
structions of the Board to Mr. Goddard were
read. Mr. Slafter was prevented from being
present by severe indisposition.

Order of Exercises, with appropriate hymns:
Prayer, by the Rev. Mr. Swaim, late of Gran-
ville, Ohio; Reading of the Scriptures, by the
Rev. Mr. Stow, of this city ; Reading of the In-
structions, by Mr. Peck ; Consecrating Prayer,
by the Rev. Dr. Bolles; Address, by the Rev.
Dr. Sharp, pastor of the church in Charles-st.;
Concluding Prayer, by the Rev. Mr. Neale,
pastor of the Ist Baptist church in this city.
Mr. and Mrs. Goddard are designated to the
Chinese mission, to reside for the present at
Singapore. Mr. and Mrs. Slafter are appointed
to the mission to Siam, and will proceed imme-
diately to Bangkok.

The missionaries carried out with them valu-
able supplies, including one thousand reams of
paper for the Burman mission, and a printing-
press for the mission to Siam.

NOTICE OF THE PUBLISHERS.

The publishers of the Baptist Missionary
Magazine submit to its patrons the importance
of procuring for it a more extensive circulation.
At present, the number of copies distributed in
New-England, average scarcely one to fiflty of
the members of our churches ; in other large sec-
tions of our country, the proportion is less than
one to a hundred ; in others still, it is one to
five hundred members. -

8o extremely disproportionate a patronage of

»

Domestic,

the only periodical devoted to the missious of
the General Convention, is tobe deeply regret-
ed. There is a close correspondence between
the extent to which missionary intelligence is
diffused, and the amount of organized effort to
sustain the missions. Those will contribute to
their support most promptly and liberally, who,
other things equal, know best their condition
and claims. To communicate such knowledge
and to excite to missionary effort, is the direct
aim and tendency of the Missionary Magazine,
Itis the official organ of communication from
the Board and their their g |
agent, to report their proceedings, to pre-
sent their wants and the condition and pros-
pects of the heathen, and to acknowledge the
aid which they have received. Its representa-
tions are authentic and full ; and none can
reccive and duly entertain it, and not feel a new
and generous impulse to help the cause which
it advocates.

It is from these considerations that the pub-
lishers are the more especially solicitous to ex-
tend the circulation of the Magazine at the
present time. Our readers are aware, and we
would that all our brethren were aware, that
the operations of our missi are threaten-
ed with speedy embarrassment. A crisis is
near at hand. Let the present rate of contri-
buting to the treasury continue but a short
time longer, and results the most disastrous will
follow. The work which now presses most
urgently upon us, is at home. The whole
church should be aroused and moved, as with
one impulse, to give of their substance and
their prayers. Our contributions must be
greatly increased, and the number of contribu-
tors greatly multiplied. To effect this object,
information must be more widely disseminated,
the necessities of the missions made known to
the members of all the churches ; and it must be
Selt by all that all should contribute, and that
none is too poor or too distant to afford some
aid.

In view of these facts alone, will not the
friends and supporters of the missions of the
Board, make immediate personal efforts to
enlarge the circulation of the Magazine. In
places where there is no local agency, will they
not depute some suitable person to fulfil that
service, and give him their subscription and
address? Will not the pastors of churches,
especially, present to their respective con-
gregations, at the Monthly Concert, or other fit
opportunity, the design and character of this
work, and the importance of its being taken by
all who would become familiarly acquainted
with the progress, the necessities, and the pros-
pects of the missions, and who can be induced
10 do worthily for their swppor.
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EXTRACTS FROM A LETTER OF MR.
JONES. .

Generdl View of the Mission—Departure
Jor Singapore. :

Bangkok, April 23, 1838, The type
i. e. that portion which was deficient,)
a8 not yet been received. Two ves-

sols are expected from Singapore very
soon, and it i# reported that some mis-
sionaries will come in one of themn.
Should they arrive .without bringing
tho type, I shall feel bound ‘to return
in one of them, and expedite move-
ments a8 fast ay possible,

My timo, since thix year commenced,
has been principally employed in trans-
lations and revision. I have re-revis-
ed Matthow, revised or rather rewrite
ten the “ Summary of the Christian Re-
lli%ilon,” and Maurk is about half dope.

ave not heen out often, though I

made one excursion up the river,
to Béng-ta-nai, Bang-lio, Bang-luang,
&c., to distribute Pegnan books, and
converse with the people. The books
were received with great eagerness,
and the people were very friendly.
Many have since come from those vil-
lages, to réceive hooks at our house,
and converse about them. _I have also
been down to Pik-lat, for the same
purpose, and with similar effects. At
the house, we have had many visiters,
who have engrossed a good deal of time,
and some of themn have shown a deep
interest in the statements we make,
and the views we present. ' They have
encouraged but not satisfied us.. Af-
ter five or six visits, they disappear,
“and strait are seen no more.” 'Amid
all our discouragements, Chinese wor-
ship is still continued on Sabbath morn-
ings. We have never had less than
twelve attendants; yesterday there
were fifteen. PéIt, Pé Chun, and Chek

Hoéh continue steadfast, and constant in | — — =
“EXTRACTS FROM LETTERS OF MR. DA-

their attendance. Two others give us
much reason to hope that they have
some true faith in ‘Christ. But, alas!
there is no one to guide them onward.

Our Siamese worship fluctuates.
Yesterday we had only twenty-three
attendants—we have sometimes forty
or fifty. Our houses are small and hot,
and not well situated for a worship-
ping congregation. A small bainboo
school-house was used fot a season,
but was found too small, and too hot,
and was becoming dilapidated. We
have, therefore, thought best to erect a
building, to be used as a chapel, which

Siam :— Letler of Mr. Jones. -
= 1 hope will be finished in ten
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days

more; It ia firmly built of tei
38 feet-by .24,.with" end verandahs.
m one end of it will be taken two

" rooms, one for a dispensary, and the

other for a study, or a room which may
be ‘océasionally- occupjed by any newly
arrived, till they can be better accom-
modated.  Should the congregation in-
crease, 80 as.to require the whole, build~
ing, the partitians can be easily remov-
ed. The whole expense will be from
$250 t0-8300.. ~ - -
-Muy11. On the 4th of ‘April, the
t\(\l'o B:;E;ssﬁlsk’ above referred tol, rea'ch}
¢d " Bangkok, bringing your letter of
Sept.: 25,' &c., butngom%ype. But a let-
ter wps received from Mr. Dyer, stating
that iy letfer, written in Nov., did not -
reach hiin till near the close of February,
and he would immediately commence
upon the defective letters ; but as they
were more or less defective on' ac-
count of my absence and the want of
my superintendence, the reasong for
visiting him immediately did not seem
to be atall diminished. Add to this,
that the death of my dear wife render-
ed it indispensable, however painful,
that my children should be. removed
fromr Siam as.soon as possible ; indis-
pensable for their gopd and.my effi-
ciencﬁ'. I learned by. those .vess:xla
that the Rev. Mr. Johnson, his wife
child, whro had- recently left Bangkok -

in ill health, were.still at Singapore,
but designed soon to return to ri-

ca, and I cherished the fohd-hope that -
I might "send my. children thither un-
der their care.* - : L.
On the 28th of April, thérefore, I em- -
barked on board thig Siamese brig, with
‘my ‘two children, expecting a rather
long passaﬁ;,,. as-we 'go against the
mounsoon. What . my grospects may
be on my arrival at Singapore, and
what my plans, I shall then endeavor
to inform you. , . -

. . VENPORT. . .
Under date of May 25, Mr. Davenport gives

| the following account of . .

' Religious services in Siamese and Chinese.

Br. Jones has been gone about a
month, and as br. Dean has not yet re-
turned, I am the only male missionary
of the Board now in Siam. 1 endeavor
to supply br. J.’s place as well ag I am
able. '%he hands employed ‘in the
office, and our domestics, are called

* They arrived at Philadelphie, Dec. 7.
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together every evening affer tea, and
: every Sabbath day, when I fead.a por-
tion of scripture in Siamese,and make
" such re s as are suggested” by the
‘. passage. Afterwards I ascertain how
“far I have been understood,” by askin
- question# concerning the passage read,
or the remarks made uponit. I am

~'pleased to find that I am- not oftén’

misunderstood. I take great pleasure
in these my incipient exertions, and
hope the time is not very distant when
. Ishall feel at home in the language.
Though br. Dean has been some months
absent, the infant Chinese church con-
tinue to meet together every Sabbath
morning to listen to the reading of the
sériptures, which is done by br. D.s

teacher. That they may feel en-
co to continue these exercises,
sister Reed and myself meet with them

on these occasions. I usually open the
meeting by singing and a prayer in

lish, and sister R., from her former
study of Chinese, is enabled to assist
them in singing Chinese hymns.
These lambs have no doubt greatly
_suffered from the absence of their un-
der shepherd ; but so far they have
been rtvserved by the Great Shepherd
from losing their relish for holy things.

—Printing department.

Mr. D. writes again, June 21,—

Some time before the dega.rture of
my colleague, Mr. Jones, for Singapore
and Malacca, I was in the habit of go-
ing among the people, and proclaiming
to them Christ, and the way of salva-
tion. Some listened with a degree of
attention to what I had to say, while
others affected contempt for the mes-
sage. The tracts I carried with me
were received, as usually they are,
with great eagerness; and when these
were all distributed, I was frequently
accompanied home by those who had
not been supplied, that they also might
obtain books. It must be confessed,
that this desire for books is, in many
instances, the effect of mere curiosity ;
but we have reason to hope, that in
many cases, beneficial results will en-
sue to those who obtain them.

1 have also felt called upon to supgly
br. J.’s place in preaching, to some de-
gree. The last Sabbath, I gave the
E:lople assembled in the new chapel, a

ief account of the creation, the fall
of man, and the necessity of faith in
Christ as the only ground of salvation.
Every morning, after breakfast, the
people about us are assembled in the

~

- Simp'—Ldkn of M. Davenport.

chapel for worship, and on such occa-
sions, whosoever -will, come and unite
with them. :

At the late burning of the king’s
mother, whose body hLad been lying in
state for eight or nine months, great
multitudes were attracted from the in-
terior and extreme parts of the king-
dom, to witness the ceremony. The
missionaries and others were invited,
first by the praklang, and then by the
king, to be present. An opportunity
was thus afforded and embraced, for
distributing tracts among men and wo-
men of high rank, and others. One of
the female missionaries conversed with
a lady of considerable distinction, and
gave tracts to others; and one of the
brethren supplied many of the men.

The ceremony was splendid and
pompous almost beyond description ;
millions were wasted upon it, and in
many respects it no doubt exerted a
deleterious influence upon numbers;
yet we hope for great good to result to
others, whom it brought together, and
who were thus put in possession of the
word of God, who, probably, would
otherwise have died without a knowl-
edge of the way of salvation. Since
the close of the ceremony there have
been quite a number of applicants for
tracts at our houses, many of whom
are strangers from a distance.

The applicants at the Medical Dis-
peusary, are not so numerous as for-
merly.” Those who call, I endeavor to
serve with medicines for inward com-_
plaints or outward eruptions, and some
are in a fair way of healing.

For want of the remaining part of
the fount of new type, which we are
hoping to receive ina few weeks more,
no Siamese printing has been done for
a number of months past. We are
happy to say, however, that our stock
of books is not quite exhausted, and
may not be entirely until more are
printed.

Mrs. D. is still active in her exertions
to teach the young, and the children
are gradually advancing in a knowl-
edge both of Siamese and of English.
Religious instruction is blended with
their literary pursuits; and we hope
impressions of a lasting nature have
been made upon their minds.

At the close of this communication, Mr. D.
mentions the arrival at Bangkok, from Macao,
via Singapore, of Mr. and Mrs. Dean, (late Miss
Barker, daughter of the Rev. Mr. Barker, of
England,) to whom Mr. Dean was united in
marriage 8t Macso, in Maxch preceding,



EXTRACT FROM A LETTER OF THE LATE
MR. REED.

The following communication was addressed
to Mr. Vinton, of the Karen mission, by whom
it has been receutly placed at our disposal. It
was written at Bangkok, in June, 1837, a few
weeks only before the lamented death of its au-
thor, and is, of course, one of the last manifes-
tations of his devotedness to his missionary
work. It may prove acceptable to our readers,
also, as & specimen of the Christi2n and frater-
nal intercourse, which, it may be hoped, is ha-
bitually maintained among our missionary breth-
ren.

Dear br. V.,—Though I can write
nothing like an equivalent for your
thrice welcome letter of Feb. 4, yet,
anxious to continue a friendly corres-
pondence, I hasten to reply.

Like you, I can speak of labors which
demand all my time, interesting too,
from the fact that, if it pleases the
% Master ” to prolong my life, I hope
one day to proclaim the love of Christ
intelligibly to the poor Chinese. The
language (by far the most difficult of
any on earth,) demands all my ener-

ies ; and, though my progress is slow,
fbless God that I am not quite dumb.
I have daily worship with my teacher
and others in my employ, and an addi-
tional service on the Lord’s-day.
Sometimes others are in. Ialsodoa
little at tract distribution, but with
comparatively little faith; for there
have been distributed here multitudes

" of Chinese books, which seem to have
been lost as in an ocean.

1 rejoice in the success attending the
Karen mission, and hope that while
encountering Chinese Dbigotry, igno-
rance, and superstition, and especially
while shut out of the empire, I may
not envy my more favored brethren.
Indeed, I have the field of my choice,
though not exactly the location I could
desire. There seems little practicabil-
ity of entering China by any part of
the coast. The greatest prospect, I
think, is through Burmah, and I would
rejoice in making the attempt at once.

You request me to write respecting
“love for souls.” What need I? You
yourself are taught of God. Dead
and stupid though I am, my senltments
are in accordance with yours; and
wherever we look, we see the fact, that
whatever a man sows, he also reaps.
The man who turus his whole mind to
any particular calling, will seldom fail
toexcel. Among missionaries, he who
gives his mind to translations, multi-

Siam :—Letier of Mr. Reed.
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plies versions of the bible; he that is
so disposed, sends forth abundance of
tracts; another superintends a few
schools, more or less; while still
another is perhaps content to maintain
his standing with the Board that sends
him. There are others ¥et, who, drink-
ing deep of the “river of life,” and fired
with zeal enkindled by love, “love of
souls,” cannot rest unless souls are be-
ing turned to the Lord. To translatea
portion of truth, to write a tract,a vocab-
ulary, or other elementary work,(though
important each may be,)does not satisfy
them. Like J. B. Taylor, and others,
their cry is, “ Give me souls, give me
souls.” O that this number were great-
ly multiplied ; for as great as are the
obstacles in the missionary’s way, faith,
and love, and effort, a three-fold cord,
would overcome them all, and God
would avenge his own elect. Alas!
are not 100 many satisfied without con-
versions? And if God should pour
out his Spirit, in its converting influ-
ence, they would be disappointed; for
it has not been the burden of their
prayers and labors., O for such a flame
of love as to burn out sin and self, and
set me about my Master’s business just
as he would have me. The future to
me is all unknown. Ihave been here
a year, and for aught I know, may be
one or two years longer. However, I
am not at home. I want to see the
cross planted in the heart of China,
and to this work I am pledged. Pray
for me; do mention me in particular
to the Father, in connection with the
myriads of China, and believe me ever
yours in a precious Savior.

Havens.

EXTRACTS FROM A LETTER OF MR-
VINTON, DATED MAULMAIN, JULY 15,
1838.

Visits to out-stations—New
Bootah, Newville, Balii

The first Sabbath in Jan A |
I baptized an aged female,“l;.gﬁmg?n.’;
to a village just below Ko Chet’thing’s.
She and her son (baptized last rains,)
have since gone to live with the Chris-
tians.

Soon after this, we made an.excur-
sion to Bootah. In this place and vi-
cinity I spent about three, and Mrs. V.
about six weeks, The church here
numbers a little more than fifty, ten of
whom have been baptized the past

Chummerah,
&e.

Y
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EXTRACTS FROM THE JOURNAL OF MR.
DEAN.

Chnmmhz;ﬂd&lmabﬂmeg-

Bangkok, July 1, 1838. We com-
menced our Chinese worship in the
new chapel on the last Sabbath, and
to-day, after the usual exercises, the
members of the church, and a few
others, met in a small room adjoining
for prayer. Two or three individuals
renewed their request for baptism, hav-
ing been advised, before I left Bang-
kl:)i, to postpone, for a season, a pro-
fession of Christianity. I am told that
they have been constant in their atten-
dance on divine worship, with the
members of the church, during my ab-
sence. After having their minds di-
rected to some who had fallen from
their Christian profession, they were
warned of the fearful consequences of
deceiving themselves and others, and
recommended to make it a subject of
fervent prayer to God, till the coming
Sabbath.

8. We have to-day listened to the
Christian experience of three Chinese,
who afford us evidence that they have
been taught by the Spirit of God, and

a careful examination, have re-
solved to receive them as members of
the church, when they shall have been
baptized. Two of these men have at-
tended worghip with us on the Sabbath
for the last two or three years, and the
other is a young man who has been in
our employ about a year and a half.
He went with me to Singapore, where
he found an associate in the person of
Leang Afa. While at Sin he
(Kiok Cheng,) was employed by Leang
Afa, in revising some Christian tracts,
and in gaining information about the

inting business, in which he had
n employed for us while in Bang-
kok. He refers to the former pert of
the voyage from here to Singapore, as
the date of his conversion to Christian-
ity, since which time he has afforded
evidence of a decided c of char-
acter. But while I hope thathe isa
Christian, I am reminded of others,
who bave raised high our hopes, but
to pierce us with sorrows.

15. The three Chinese alluded to
above, viz. Chek Hwa, Ckek Kok, and
Chek Kiok Cheng, have to-day been

Siam :—Journal of Mr. Dean.
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baptized, and welcomed to the privi-
leges of the church.

e have also had the pleasure of
receiving, by baptism, Mrs. to the
fellowship of our church.

Aug. 2. My time is mostly employ-
ed with the language, reading native
books one-half of the day, ang Chris-
tian books the other half, deducting
from each day a little time for the dis-
tribution of books, and preparation for
morning worship, at which we have
seven or gigll(nt Elgnesé. Saturday is
spent wit iok Cheng, in preparing
for the exercises of thegSabbath. Our
usual number of hearers on Sunday,
is eighteen or twenty. We are endeav-
oring to combine, in our second ser-
vice for the Sabbath, a prayer-meeting
and a kind of bible-class, having a por-
tion of the time spent in prayer, by the
native members of the church, a part
in reading and explaining a portion of
scripture, and the remainder in pro-
posing questions either upon the por-
tion of scripture read, or some general
subject relative to Christian truth.
Our efforts in this respect are yet in
their incipiency, and we are unprepar-
ed to speak with any degree of con-
fidence of their utility, but we thought
of no way more likely to add to the
:ihttle knowz thl: natives 88 of

e gospe ile proposing ques-
tions to them, we find a dilfll‘i‘;:ulty in
keeping their minds to the. point, there
being a disposition to associate with
the little sober knowledge they possess
;3‘111l religious matters much that is fanci-
The monthly concert for prayer has
gitrhe%rto been wel:;lnendh and r;n-

ered interesting, we ho ta-
ble to all cclill:gemed. Thp: l:lmistant
residence of some makes it impracti-
cable for them to assemble oftener
than once per week, in addition to the
first Monday of each month.

5, Sabbath. After morning ser-
vice in the chapel, when the seventh
chapter of Acts was explained, the
members of the church, in company
with two or three others, met in a pri-
vate room for prayer. Sunga hymn ;
two brethren e d in prayer; then
a part of the eleventh chapter of Luke
was read, followed with some expla-
nations, and an allusion to the readi-
ness with which God listens to the
prayers of his children; others then
engaged in prayer, after which a few
questions were proposed, as, “Have
all men sinned aguinst God?” ¢ How
can sinful man obtain forgiveness of
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his sins ?® “ How can men believe in
Jesus Christ?” “Who may obuin
the assistance of the Holy Spirit? ” &ec.,
which were answered satisfactorily.
After a few additional remarks, close

with prayer. A little time was spent
in familiar conversation on points
contained in the morning service.
The native brethren then retired to the
room of Kiok Cheng, who appears to
take pleasnre in explaining the scrip-
tures, of which he possesses consider-
able knowledge. He keeps a supply
of books by him, and often has an
opportunity to distribute to those who
are indisposed to call at my room.
This affords bim an opportunity of
making a few remarks to his country-
men, which may do good to them,
while it affords a profitable exercise
to himself. We hope he may be made
the subject of special prayer, that he
may be kept from dishonoring the
cause which he has the ability greatly
to promote. The state of the little
Chinese church was never perha

more encouraging than at present. Its
efficiency and influence have been in-
creased by the last accession, in pro-
gnion at least to the increase of mem-

rs.

25.  For the sake of trying onr Chi-
nese type, with the recent additions
from Malacca, Kiok Cheng has been
nttm‘g up & hymn, composed by bim-
self, for our family worship, and a few
cards, or tickets, for the Chinese school.
No difficulty was experienced in find-
'lrtlﬁ characters for these small things;
still we might expect some inconven-
ience, and perhaps an entire failure,
In attempting to print any thing re-
;mnng a greater variety of characters.

urther additions to the fount may

soon be expected from Mr. Dyer.
. 26. Sabbath. Atour prayer meet-
ing, after services in the chapel, one of
Pe Ete’s sons en in prayer with
some fervor, and afterwards requested
to become a member of the church.
He is a young man of an interesting ap-
pearance, who has babitually attended
our meetings on the Sabbath, since the
time his father was baptized. He has
recently been seriously ill, and lest his
desires for a union with the church
might have arisen from fear of death,
or thinking there might be some merit
in baptism which might prepare him
to die, he was advised to make the sub-
ject one of further thought and prayer,
and the church were requested to pray
especially for him.

Siam :—Letler of Mr. Jones.
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EXTRACTS FROM A LETTER OF MR.
JONES, DATED BANGKOK, JULY 16, 1838.

Mr. J.’s departure for Singapore, on the 28th
of April, and the circumstances that led to it,
arc mentioned at p. 58.

On the 11th of June, through the
special kindness of Sir William and
Lady Norris, I took paseage from Sing-
apore for Malacca, in the government
steamer Diana, arived on the morn-
ing of the 12th, and was received by
Rev. Mr. Dyer aud his lady with that
heartfelt Christian kindness, whick
was most soothing to my afflicted spir-
it. After ten days, chiefly spent in
consultations regurding the type, I

ined a ck to Singapore in
the shi Fort William, Capt. £ Mel-
ville, of whose kindness and urbanity
I cherish the most grateful recollec~
tions. Both lof l.hesed of 8 were

tuitous. returned to Singapore
gl:the 27th, and on the 28th uit. em-
barked on board the ship Kusrovie for
this place, which I reached in safety
after a passage of ten and a half day
blest with health, and happy to find al
the members of our mission also well

Owing to various unfavorable cir-
cumstances—the punches being cut at
Pinang, and struck andcutatl\fnhcu,
a defective mould to cast them in—
the type not set up so as to make
trial of its proportions, and learn its
deficiencies until they arrived here,
the undertaking being new and diffi-
cult—it was not strange that many
characters were found deficient in
quantity, and others superabundant,
some defective in form and others in
size. These things will now be rem-
edied, as Mr. Dyer has cutters under
his own eye, greater familiarity with
the character, and better moulds. Ma-
ny of those already cut, will answer
temporarily; but Mr. D. proposes to
make nearly all of them over again,
on a new and simi)]er plan, and when
the new are completed, to have them
supersede the old. Several bave been
re-made already. As the Siamese have
no capitals, or any thing equivalent to
italics, or any means of marking names
or emphatic words—a thing very desi-
rable in all languages—Mr. D. pro-
poses casting all the letters on a thin
tace for common use, and then nm
on a full face, making a kind of “b!
letter” for capitals, &c. That we
may also supply deficiencies, whenever
they occur, we are to be furnished
with a complete set of matricea’ and
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of religious tratts and other publications, in two distinct dialects, for the whole
Karen race,—a work which alone might ptofitably employ their entire ability—
in addition to which, they are charged. with the superintendence of nearly 20
out-stations, with schools and churches, and the propagation of the gospel in
numerous villages and hamlets not yet evangelized. ' : .

ARRACAN.

"The station at Kyouk Phyoo was relinquished in Nov. 1837, Mr. Comstock
and family being compelled by ill health to remove to Calcutta, and thence to
Maulmain, where they arrived April7. Mr. C, has since been laboring at
Maulmain, as previously noted, p. 135. :

In regard to resuming his labors in Arracan, Mr. C. writes, under date of
April Itga:ﬂer showing the necessity of abandoning Kyouk Phyoo on account
of its insalubrity: .

There are three important stations in Arracan, which, I doubt not, can be occupied without am
imprudent and undue exposure of health. Mrs. C. and myself shall bave no hesitation in return-
ing there after the rains, should health and strength be restored io us. Indeed, we know of no
place where we should be inore willing to spend the remnant of our days, provided that the mission’
there will be spstained efficiently by the Bourd.

The-stations indicated are Akyab, Ramree, and Sandoway. At the former
of thése, recently in charge of the Rev. Mr. Fihk, 6f the Serampore mission, but
relinquished the past year for want of funds, there is a church of thirty or forty -
members, and three or four good assistants: . .

The Board being at present unable to provide Mr. Comstock with an associate
missionary, have proposed to himi to take a position at Bassein, in Burmah, from
which he tould occasionally pass over fo Arracan—Akyab, &c. being placed
under the immediate eharge of approved native assistants:

SIAM AND CHINA.

BaNGEOK:~(Siamese department.) J. T. JoNEs, Bgeacher, R. D. DAVENPORT, reache?
and printer, Mrs. DAvENPORT, Mrs. J. G. E. REED.  On their way to the mission, C. H. SLAF<
TER, preacher, Mrs. SLAFTER. .

(Chinese departnient.) W. DEAR, preacher, Mrs. Deax, J. L. SHuck, preacher, resident

temporarily dt Macao, Mrs.SHuck, J. GODDARD h ily at Sin, rey
Mrs Gopbakp: ’ ' ! porarty Eepores
1 station, 5 preachers, 1 preacher and prinfer, 6 female assistants==12.

The mission has been deeply afflicted, in the removal of Mrs. Jones, wife of
Mr. Jones; who died on the 28th of March, 1838. Mr. Dean, in consequence of
11l health, as stated in our last Report, repaired to Singapore in Oct. 1837, and
thence to Macao and Canton. He returned to Banikok the. following May:
He was aecompanied by Mrs. Dean, late Miss Barker, of Hackney, Eng., to
whom he had been united in marriage at Macao. Messrs. Goddard and Slafter;
and their Wives, left Boston for Singapore, via Matilmain, De¢. 6.

Prmm%r and distribution of tracts—Religious worship has been maintained
re rly, both in Siamese and Chinese, throughout the year. In the absence
of Mr. Dean, the services were conducted in Chinese by Mr. Davenport, with
the assistance of Mrs: Reed, who had acqhired some knowledge of the lan-
guage, and Mf. Dean’s Chinese teacher. The place of worship being smalt
and inconvenient, and rapidly going to decay, a substantial chapel, 38 feet by
24, with end verandahs, was built in April.  The usual attendancé at Siamese
worship was from 30 to 50, and at Chinese about 20. The members of thé
Chinese church continued steadfast. Three were added by baptism in July;
ome of them Mr. Deun’s teacher, making the present number of native members
six. Mrs. Dean was also received by baptism at the same time.

The distribution eof tracts has been conducted with 'di_li%ence and cares
About 500,000 pages were distributed in 1837, “ most of which,” says Mr. Jonei
“were given to those who applied for them at the house, and who were tol
. that they must be able to give an account of the contents of the one received;

before they could receive another.” When missionaries in their excursions
have distributed the tracts which they had carried with them, they were often
@ccompanied homé by individuals who had not beeti supplied: "The Wno
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supply of Siamese tracts and books was exhausted in.September followin'f, the
operations of the press having been stopped for waiit of suitable t; here
was, however, a good supply of Burman and Peguan tracts, and almost daily
op ortuniﬁe‘sl for distribu'i‘lﬁnbh " a'b S ! 4
rinting department—The Chinese fount, pre, y Mr. Dyer, was receive

in 1837, and was applied to the printing of I; ew works, until the departure
of Mr. Dean for Singapore. On his return, the fount was ascertained, on
further trial, to be defective in some characters, but additions werg shortly ex-
pected. The Siamese fount arrived in November of the same year, but owing
to the newness and difficulty of the undertaking, and in part also to the punches
being cut at Pinang, but struck and cast at Malacca, and with a defective mould,
some of the characters were found to be imlb):rfect in form, size or ‘inclination,
and two or three of the most impertant to entirely wanting, Accordingly
Mr. Jones proceeded to Malacca in May and June, to s;rpl the deficiencies,
and having effocted a satisfactory arrangement with Mr. Byer, returned to
Bangkok in Julr. To guard against further deficiencies, Mr. Dyer is also to
furnish a complete set of matrices, and a quantity of type metal, which, with a
mould recently forwarded from this country, and an apparatus for planing and
trimming type, will constitute a #ype f¢ adequate to all the purposes of
the miesion. A second printing-press was sent out, in charge of Mr Slafter, in
December. .- - T

The following table shows the amount of printirésexecuwd for the mission,
both in Siamese and Chinese, prior to April 25, 1838: I

* At the Singapore mission press, for 1835: o .
No. cop. 8vo.pp. Total pp.

Catechism of Christianity, lst ed., 8vo., 2000 8 16000

Sermon on the Mount, “« o« 1500 14 21,000

Matthew’s Gospel, « u 1500 135 187,500
4000 224,500

At the Bangkok mission press, for the years 1836-7,

Summary of Christian Religion, 1st ed., 8vo., 2000 % 48,000
Part o?rxcu, R Y ] % 24,000
Ten Commandments, “ 2500 2 5,000 -
Acts, complete .o« o« 2500 136 340,000
Summary of Christian Religion, 2d ed., 8ve., 5160 16 92,160
Ten Commandments, “ 5000 2 10,000
Seripture Parables, 1st ed., 8vo., 3840 20 76,800
Seven Princes, “ 5000 4 20,000 \
21,100 o 615,960
School Books. . :
First Lessons in English and Siam- .
ese, 1st ed., 8vo., 480 126 60,480
First Lessons in Arithmetic, “  16mo., 200 7 1,400
Easy Lessons in English, “ o 14 25 3,600
. ' 84 65,480
Chinese Books. .
Sermon on the Mount, © 1sted., 4000 2 8000
Select Portions of Scripture, “ 2000 1 2000
* Ten Commandments, i “ . 2000 2 4000
The Two Friends, “  8vo., 1000 42 42,000
9000 56,000

Total, 40,924 copies, or 961,940 8,8vo: of which, 4000 copies, or 224,500
pages were printed at Singapore. There were also printed at the Bangkok
in Siamese, for the Siam mission of the A.B. C.F. M., 8680 copies, or

s, 8vo. .
m.—'rhe following works, in Siamese, had been prepared for
the press prior to Jan. 1, 1838: (in addition to the Sum of Christian
Religion, Il’blatthew revised, Parables, Commandments, and Xcm, mentioned in
our last report,) “ Luke translated and partially revised ; the Golden Balance,
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translated from the Burman, with a few slight modifications; a short Treatise
on Astronomy ; Stories of Joseph and Moses, including most of the particulars
. of seriptuge history from the time of Abraham to the entrance into Canaan, and
the histofy of Nebuchadneszar, with a sheet tract; these last by Mrs. Jones.”
| '11'81:13% following is extracted from a letter of Mr. Jones, under date of Sept. 11,

I have commenced revising again thostu)um of scripture already translated, and design to go

a chaptgr every day. They are Matthew, Mark, Luke, and Acts. 'What leisure I may get

1 shall devote to translatinslwme of the Epistles. I spend daily some time in examining native

books, and perfecting the Dictionary. It also requires no little time to examine those eritical

works which are ial to the busi of t tion. Should God spare my life and prosper
my efforts, I hope in a year and a half more to have the New Testament compl’eted.

Schools.—An English and Siamese school, of about 15 regular scholars, Indo-
Portuguese, Burmans, Siamese and Chinese, has been taught by Mrs. Daven-
port, all of whom learn English, and 13 Siamese. Their progress has been
quite satisfactory. A few others have attended occasionally, “The people are
unwilling,” says Mrs. Davenport, “to entrust their children to us, for two
reasons. One is, they are afraid we shall make them Christians, and forbid
them to bow down to priests and images. The other,and by far the most
weighty, is, that whenever they are in debt, or need money for any purpose,
they sell their children into slavery, for the sum required, and thus make them
the means of great personal gain; whereas, if they place them with us, only the
children’s good is secured, and, being without natural affection, that is a matter
of perfect indifference.”—A small Chinese school has been recently opened by
Mrs. Dean, Mrs. Reed, &c.

The labors of Mr. and Mrs. Shuck at Macao have been essentially the same
as stated in our Jast Report. : '

A'BA'M.

8ap1va’.—NaTHAN BROWN, preacher, O. T. CUTTER, priater, and their. wives.
Jaeor.—MiLEs BRoNsoN, preacher, Mrs. BRoNSON. .
2 stations, 2 preachers, 1 printer, 3 female assistants=6.

Translations and printing.—On the first of Jan. 1838, Mr. Brown entered on
the translation of Matthew into A/simese, expecting to complete the four gos-
pels by the close of the year. Portions of the same would be simultaneously
g‘l}epared in Khamt. A Khamti Catechism was completed in February, and

orcester’s Primer, in A'simese, by Mra. Brown, in April. The wood cuts in
the latter were prepared, with few exceptions, by a Khamti youth, and are ex-
ecuted with remarkable precision and delicacy. Several minor translations
have been added, and others, of greater importance, particularly a Khamti Dic-
tionary by Mr. Brown, are in progress.

"The following is a complete list of works printed, from the commencement
of the mission, down to June 20, 1838:

. I . - copm
A Spelling-Book in English, A'shmese and Thai,

The Alphabet and Spelling Lessons, . 16 100
The Parables of Chnst, 32 - 500
8ermon on the Mount, : 16 500
Catechism in A’shmese, ’ 16 500
The Alphabet 1 150
Catechism in Tai, 18 500
A Hymn in A’samese, 1 100
Worcester’s Primer in A'shmese, . 56 1000
History of the Flood, : 14 500
History of the Creation, 12 500

making a total of 4850 volumes, or 135850 pages, exclusive of the first 13
chapters of Matthew. The Khamt Catechism, in the Burmese character, has
been printed since, in an edition of 1000. In the prei)a.ratidn of s for this
work, Mr. Cutter was under the necessity of remodelling many of the Burmese
characters, by paring, filing, &c., besides providing about twenty matrices for
new characters. The experiment, however, appears to have been entirely suc-
cessful, the Catechism being read by Shyéns as freely as their own S N
’ 19



00

been under my care almost constantly
for the last year, and have made fine
proficiency in their studies, though 1
have not time to write particulars,

Slam.

JOURNAL OF MR. DEAN.
(Continued from p. 111.)

Cliinese prayer-meetings—School. .

Sept. 9, 1838. Sabbath. Our prayer-
meeting in Chinese was well attended
to-day, and some appeared much inter-
ested, who were not prepared to take
an active part in the exercises. An al-
lusion to the introduction of the gospel
into Antioch gave rise to some interest-
ing conversation relative to the propa-
gation of Christianity among the hea-
then by its primitive disciples. During
the day a number of persons have call-
ed for books. The Chinese girls have,
as usual on the Sabbath, received some
attention from Mrs. Dean; and we en-
deavor to occupy the attention of the
boys of the school with some profitable
questions after leaving the chapel.

4. The inhabitants of Bangkok are
now generally suffering from the small-
pox, and some of the children in the
mission families bave been inoculated.

28. Dined to-day with the phra-
khlang, who furnished his table in the
English style,and allowed the blessing
of the true God to be invoked on the
repast. 8till, among the buildings he
has erected during the last year, is one
to -be occupied every evening by the
priests of the land in teaching the poor
people a dehasing idolatry.

Oct. 1. At our monthly concert to-
day there were but four Chinese pres-
ent, some of the church being detained
athome by ill health, while some, being
in the employ of others, were not al-
lowed to leave their business two duys
in succession, having yesterday spent
the day in Cbristian worship. A small
contribution was made on the occa-
sion, to assist some of the church, who
are extremely poor—so poor that they
are unable to hire a boat in which to
come to meeting.*

4. Having recently made some al-
terations in our Chinese school, and
removed it to a room near to Mrs. D.’s
study, where the boys are more habit-
ually under her superintendence, it is
now in a flourishing condition. * S8ome

* They live on the opposite side of the river.
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of the boys are youths of promise, of
from eight to fifteen years of age. Our
domestics also gointo the school, when
not otherwise employed. On the whole,
the Chinese department of our mission
appears as prosperous ut present as at
any former period, and as much so as
could be expected from the limited in-
strumentality employed. 8till, we feel
that little is accomplished, compared
with what remains to be done here.
The few who have become Christians,
are as mnils in contraet with hundreds
of thousands who yet remain in the
service of idols. The littlelight is likea
solitary taper in the midst of universal
night.

14. During our prayer-meeting a
Chinese, who has attended our worship
for the last fow weeks, engaged in pray-
er with such apparent feeling and un-
derstanding, that it induced us, while
proposing a few questions on the por-
tion of scripture which had been read,
to refer to him some of a practical
character. We were happy to find him
acquainted with at least the theory of
exferimenml religion. He reads in-
telligibly, and has examined somewhat
the scriptures. Dur:ls the interval of
religious worship to-day, spent some
time with Mrs. Dean m catechising
her school-boys. They are now be-

inning to afford us some aseistance
in singing at our Sabbath worship and
at morning prayers, which they daily
attend. Some of them take their turn
with us in reading the soriptures at our
family worship.- .

26. While reading to-day the 10th
chap. of Matt. with a Chinese, he pro-

sed, among other inquiries, the fol-
owing : “ What is meant by the 21st
verse, ‘ The brother shall deliver up the
brother to death ? ” &c. And nothing
but the declaration that this passage
had been literally fulfilled, would sat-
isfy him that man could be guilty of
such conduct. 23d verse: “ What is
meant by the coming of the Son of
man, as here alluded to ?” 22d verse :
“ What is the meaning of the phrase,
‘He that endureth to the end'qull be
saved ?7” ’

27. During our evening excursion,
cro-mé Kun-déh sent his servant to
invite us to his house. He is an uncle
of the present king, and one of the
prime ministers of state. Of this first
class of ministers, cro-mé, there are
four or five, of whom prince Chau Fa is
one. The next class, of whom the phra
khlang is one, under the title of dum'i{-
ah, has About the e wumber. e

v
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third class, uuder the title of pi-ah, has
a larger number; and the fourth class,
with the title of mai, numbers more
than all the preceding. Besides these,
are a large number of persons who
voluntarily offer their services to the
king, who intrusts them with such
business as he may desire, and, if faith-
ful to their trust, may ;;ifomote them to
some official station. These latter may
properly be called seckers.

ov. 5. We enjoyed a comfortable
day yesterday, and this morning have
observed the monthly concert for pray-
er with eight or nine Chinese. The
season has been one of unusual inter-
est, affording us evidence that the
spirit of the Lord was with us.

Bazaar worship—Review of the year.

7. This afternoon held some con-
versation with some Chinese in the
bazaar, which induced me to believe
that the people were thinking more
than usual about Christianity. Found
a house which we propose to rent, o
be occupied by a Chinese friendly to
Christianity, and to be made a resort
for communicating religious instruc-

tion by Kyok Cheng and myself,as we |’

may have opportunity. The house is
in the midst of the bazaar. We find
many old acquaintances ready to greet
us with a smile and listen to the story
of Christ ; but nothing can be effected
without the special agency of the Holy
Spirit.

25. This afternoon we met for the
first time in the room recently rented
in the bazaar, for religious worship.
At our arrival we found three members
of the church, who, with our domes-
tics, constituted our assembly to begin
with ; but before we had finished sing-
ing the first hymn, a large company
bad gathered about the door and win-
dow, some of whom remained atten-
tive listeners to the close, while others
retired to give place to new spectators
of this novel scene. The native mem-
bers of the church felt that they were
assuming a new responsibility, thus, in
this public place, to be found in the
worship of Jesus Christ; but they each
took a decided stand, not only in join-
ing in the services, but by giving in
person a word of exhortation to their
countrymen. The leading truths, that
all men are lost sinners, and that there
is no way of salvation but by Jesus
Christ, were made prominent in the
remarks, and, we have reason to be-

lieve, were brought to the comprehen-
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sion of those present. We left with
them a few books, and a small pareel
with two or three junks, on our way
home. We are encouraged by this
beginning, and look to God for the re-
sults. 1 had neglected to mention that
to-day one of our regular attendants at
worship left us, with & supply of Chi-
nese, Peguan, and a few Siamese books,
for distribation on his tour to Yuthia.

29. On our way to Bangkok Noi,
this morniog, we called at the Dragon
wat and the Golden wat, where we met
a few Siamese and Peguans. The lat-
ter were supplied with books ; for the
former we had none. A few books
were left for the Chinese in the floating
houses. On our way homeward we
called to see Chau Ka-Tai, a young
nobleman who speaks English very
well, and were introduced by him to
his father’s garden, which is extensive,
well cultivated, and laid out in good
taste. After leaving him we went into
Chau Fa's wat, and in passing around
a gallery encircling a single building,
we counted one hundred and twenty

| gilded images of Gaudama, all closely

resembling each other, and as large as
a man.

30. Received a visit from a man of
some rank, who inquired why the
English and Americans were so far
in advance of other nations in the arts
and sciences.

Dec. 1. The meeting in the bazaar
this afternoon was well attended, the
seats within the room all being occu-
pied, and a crowd standing about the
door and window. The part of the
assembly without, varied at different
times from six to forty persons. But
few of them remained from the begin-
ning to the close of the services.

16. We had this afternoon about
fifty present at our service in the ba-
zaar. All paid a respectful attention.
Subject, the song of the shepherds at
the birth of our Savior. May they soon

‘unite in_the song of peace on earth,

good will to men, and glory to God in
the highest! The Chinese heart is
harder than the adamant, and thoutﬁh
the word may be compared to the
hammer, still in human hands it makes
but little impression. Gain is their
god, and to it they pay their unceasing
devotions. .

23. Our numbers at worship to-day
were small, perhaps in consequence of
a Chinese festival. Those present paid
good attention, and-we enjoyed some
evidence of the presence and aid of the
Holy Spirit.
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30. We had but twelve at the place
of worship in the bazaar this afternoon.
Generally a large number are atwracted
to the place by the presence of a for-
eign female, but Mrs. Dean was to-day
prevented from attending.

Jan. 1, 1839. In entering upon a new
year, we naturally look at the past,and
select some of the more prominent
occurrences in which we have been
interested. In doing this, on the pres-
ent oecasion, I find mueh cause for
penitence and ‘humiliation, as well as
for encouragement and thanksgiving.
The Lord has kiudly prospered my
way, enabled me to effect more toward
the acquisition of the language than
during any former year, and allowed
me the pleasure of communicating’ di-
vine truth to many of the poor heathen.
During the year three Chinese have
been baptized, who, added to the for-
mer members, make the church to
consist of six native converts, all of
whom appear to live in harmony with
their profession. Religious worship
has been continued in the chapel on
the Sabbath, a weekly service has been
established in the bazaar, a weekly

rayer-meeting for the church has been
instituted, and daily religious worship
bas been maintained with the Chinese
residing on the compound and the pu-
pilé of Mrs. Dean’s Chinese school. In
the chapel we have gone through with
the Acts of the Apostles, endeavoring
to explain to the comprehension of our
hearers each passage, and adding prac-
tical remarks as we were able. In the
same way we have read Matthew and
a of Mark in our daily worship,
and in a somewhat similar manner have
commenced Luke at our service in the
bazaar. For our encouragement, we
have the attention of the people, the
church makes some advance in knowl-
edge, and some others manifest a dis-
position to examine the subject of
Christianity. Inaddition to this, itis no
little encouragement to think that our
Christian friends remember us in their
Pprayers, and, more thari all, that we are
not forgotten by Him who died for us,
and now lives to execute his blessed
promises.

Chinese Tracts—Call for more laborers.

The Chinese tracts that have been
printed here during the year, are such
as have been approved by the Commit-
tee appointed by the American Tract
Society, and we have ordered the blocks

for one more of the approved tracts.

Stam :— Letter of Mr. Jones.
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tract of 12 pages, prepared by one of the
native members of the church, which
I think calculated to do good in this
place. It shows the object that Chris-
tian teachers have in coming here, and
presents the leading principles of Chris-
tianity. The same person is now pre-
paring a tract which shall include an
account of the birth, ministry, anid cru-
cifixion of our Savior. Many of the
Chinese tracts already published, are
composed of extracts from scripture;
but while the translation is undergoing
revision, it may not be desirable to
multipl{ tracts of this description.

May I here notice the oft repeated,
and shall I say unwelcome, request
for more laborers, I fear unwelcome,
because it constitutes a part of almost
every communication you receive from
us, while the Board are doubtless doing
all that the churches will allow them
for the supply of this place. We wish
to make no appeal to the sympathies
of our Christian friends in America ;
and we are persuaded that nothing of
the kind would be needful if they knew
the wants of this people and the facili-
ties of introducing the gospel among
them. The single fact, thatin this city
are more than half a million of souls,
and that we have actually on the ground
but two missionaries of our denomina-
tion, (one being temporarily absent,) is
of itself sufficientto call forth the pray-
ers and the sons of the church. Add
to this, the country is in a state of
with surrounding nations, Engli d
Americans are in favor with the rulers,
and the people are desirous to receive
books and religious instruction, while
they are fast sinking to the grave with-
out the means of eternal life.

EXTRACTS FROM A LETTER OF MR.
JONES, DATED BANGKOK, oOcT. 13,
1838.

Though rather devoted to study than
to preaching, scarcely a day passes in
which T do not hold somewhat pro-
tracted discussions on the t topics
of our divine religion. e people
with whom I am brought into contact
are very various, both in rank and lan-

age—they are Siamese, Burmese,

eguans, and Chinese. Though I can-
pot speak the Chinese language, many
of them born in this country are more
accessible through the Siamese than
through their own  language, and

\ﬂ\o\xg they scorn the name of Siam-

We have now on hand, in manuscript, a | ese, their kit bl o Gioaghn wad
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action .are much more Siamese than
Chinese. Of all these it may be justly
said, “ They are vain in their imagina-
tions, and their foolish heart is dark-
ened,” so that nothing can truly en-
lighten, till the “ Sun of Righteousness ”
sheds his beams upon them. Still I
may .say some thought is awakened—
some seed is sown, which God may yet
cause to spring up and bear fruit to his
praise. ere it not for His promises,
:li'lscoungement would overwhelm us

A few days since I called on prince
Chau Fa.. He was making some re-
marks. regarding books distributed by
Dr. Bradley, and said he was afraid it
would be labor lost. I remarked that
books were like paddy (unhusked rice,)
sown.in the fields; we did not expect
all would come up; some weuld natur-
ally decay, some be eaten by birds and
worms, &c., and still there might be a
tolerable harvest. The prince replied,
he rather feared they would prove like
hiisked rice, which never vegetates.
went- home with a feeling of discour-
agement.

Yesterday I called on the principal
priest of the phra khlang’s wat. We
had as usual some discussion regard-
ing Budhistn. He understands and
believes those principles of geography
and astronomy, by which the founda-
tions of Bidhism are undermined, and
told me that many were adopting the
views he did, at the same time men-
tioning the names of several of the most
influential persons in the kingdom, so
far as opinion on matters of knowledge
and religion are concerned. 1asked him
how, with such principles, he. could
still persist in teaching the people, that
if they practised Bidhism they should
dwell in those heavens, and enjoy those
g}easures, which were all a nonentity ?

e replied, “O, they all believe so,
and if I were to come forth and tell
them it was all false and foolish, they
would cut my head off” Thus, while
we have evidence that light is spread-
ing, we have also painful evidence that
the fear of man is still stronger than
the love of God.

MR. JONES'S JOURNAL OF CONVERSA-
TIONS WITH NATIVES, DEC. 1838.

1st Sunday. Found a company of
men laying the foundations of a pa-
. The preparation of the ground,

the timber, and other materials, were
very expensive and costly, and men
must be employed a long time ere
its completion. I said to the man

Siam :—Letler of Mr. Jones.

I| now, he cannot evade that” F

who seemed to have the superinten-~
dence, Here is a great expense of
lime, brick, timber, labor, time, and
money, and all to no purpose. It feeds -
nobody, clothes nobody, and makes
nobody better. Why is it? “Q, itis
the Siamese eustom. -Siamese men
follow Siamese custom ; English men
follow English custom,” replied he.
Butiscustom an iron chain, which can
not be broken? “ To deviate from the
customs of one’s country is very bad.”
It is the English custom to build ships,
and Siamese custom to build junks;
but now the Siamese nobles leave off'
building junks, and build ships too;
is thatiad? % Perhaps not” If cus-
tom may be violated in one case, why
not in another, and the custom of
building and worshipping pagodas be
given up for the custom of worship-
ping the God of heaven? The by-
standers, who had listened to the re-
marks, gave a shout of laughter, as
much as to say, “There, he is caught
er
conversation ensued, but I mention
this to show that the people are not
wholly insensible to argument, if it is
brought to their level.
2d Sunday. A man, named In, call-
ed about one o’clock, said he had read
the Acts of the Apostles and some
other of our books, but wished to read
more. He had noticed a remark on
the cover of Acts, that there were “ four
histories of Jesus Christ, and some re-
ligious letters among our sacred
books”—and he wished very much to
see them. Iread to him the first chap.
of Romans, with a few explanations.
With that he seemed greatly pleased,
and with the truth of it seemed fully
satisfied. Itold him we should have
religious services at two_o’clock, and
invited him to attend. He staid, and
manifested no small degree of interest
in what was said. His personal guilt
he did not seem to feel, but appeared
to long for some more satisfactory ac-
count of mau’s origin, relations and
destination. 'Whether he will ever
come again, is quite uncertain. At the
wat I visited, nothing of special inter-
est occurred. Some persons were
helding a rather sharp discussion about
a case of cheating in the sale of a log
of timber. The log was hollow, but a
plug bad been driven in at each
end, and smeared 80 as to make it ap-
ar solid, (a very common case In
lS“i)nm,) and was sold as such. I asked
the sufferer if there were no penalties
for cheating here? Wa tehed,* e,



if the man is found out and convicted,
but tlrnaeﬁl the gain of t‘l;le cheatbwould
generally pay the penalty by bribin
the judge.B I lher}n)e asked him if hg
thought the penalties for sin in anoth-
er world could be disposed of in the
same way? He thought that people
could not carry the money of tﬁis
world into that—and I thought it might
not be current there, if it were carried,
nor would the disposition to receive
bribes be found there ; but, as there
was considerable confusion at the
time, 1 did not say what I thought.

3d Sunday. Several Peguans from
Péklat called for Peguan books. They
were young men, and seemed quite in-
terested (probably as a novelty) in the
statements made to them. My visit
to the wat was of little interest.

4th Sunday. Congregation small
and discouraging. On visiting the wat
I was met by a priest, just as the bell
was ringing for their evening. worship.
Iasked him in what language it was
conducted ? “In Pali.” Do you re-

the same every day? “ No, a dif-

rent section.” Do you get it by heart ?
“Yes” Can you explain to me the
subject of some of them? “Not un-
less you will first prostrate yourself
before the god.” here is the god ?
% There,” pointing to a little building
before us; “ go and see it.” I was go-
ing into the enclosure, when he cried
eut, “O, you cannot go unless you
take your rhoes off.” I, however, pro-
ceeded, while he accompanied me, and
saw his gilded images of clay, and ex-
claimed, Is this what you call a god?
A single blow of mine could ruin it.
As he seemed t]uiw hurt at the impiety
of my remark, I in some measure turn-
ed the subject, and asked him some
questions about the plainest points of
his religion, regarding which his igno-
rance seemed most profound. %,he
most weighty argument in favor of his
religion was that the king supported it,
and hence it must be true. I then
told him that God was greater than all
kings, and he had forbidden image
worship. To cut short the conversa-
tion, he said he must go to bis evening
:retitious—devotions they cannot be

led, for they are addressed to no
one, and ask for nothing. What they
repeat are called mantras, which is
not improperly rendered incantations.
These are daily repeated by myriads,
under the vain supposition that the
effect will be to lay up a store of merit
and purchase heaven! Alas! their

blindness! When shall they see?

Ottonwoas :—Letler of Mr. Mecker.

[Bzpr.

5th Sunday. A severe cold has irri-
tated my lungs, and rendered me inca-
pable of any other than the usual chap-
el services. The congregation, though
small, seemed to manifest more than
nsual attention to an account of the
Savior's resurrection, and the first pro-
ation and progress of Christianity.
uch is a briet outline of my Sun-
days for a month. Oecasional oppor-
tunities occur almost daily for the com-
munication of some knowledge of
Christian truth to those who are igno-
rant; but the superintendence of build-
ing, and the carrying on of translation
and revision, engross most of my time.
The New Testament is now translated
to the close of Romans, except the gos-
1 of John. Matthew and part of
uke have been carefully revised. The
remainder of the New Teatament has
been divided into portions, and I have
tasked myself, if life and health are
spared, to complete it the coming
year.

Ottawas.

EXTRACT FROM A LETTER OF MR. MEE-
KER, DATED OTTAWA, IND. TER., JUNE

11, 1839,

Characier of a native assistani— Fntrusion
of Roman Catholics.

Some remarks in your letter of April
10, encourage me to introduce to your
notice more particularly, our native
brother, Shong-gwesh, (Mink,) a full
Ottawa, the eldest son of one of the
principal chiefs. He was educated at
the Maumee mission, [A. B. C.,) where
he learned to read, write and cypher,
and received there the name of David
Green, which name he still goes by.
When be came to this country he was
very dissipated, had wasted his sub-
stance in riotous living, and owned
nothing, I believe, but a suit of clothes
and about half a dozen books. Some
two or three weeks after he arrived,
which was in October, 1837, he com-
menced attending our meetings, ime-
diately left off drinking and frequenting
the Indian festivals and other “ gather-
ings,” sought the salvation of his soul,
and was baptized in May, 1838. He is
now a meek and devoted follower of
Jesus Christ, and, though persecuted
by all his relations, openly declares bis
disbelief in all the religious forms and

doctrines of the Indians, and seems to
\;\ory n the croes of Christ. He -says



