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plish this object? This would be an empty
otterance of mere words. But can he suitably
remember in this petition instrumentalities of
which he has little or no knowledge? From
the nature of the case the thing is impossible.
Thea it follows, if it be the duty of the Christian
thus to pray, that it is equally his duty to fur-
nish himself with the of informati
And farther, as great as is the desire of minis-
ters that the members of their flocks should be
praying members, and that they should pray
with the understanding, for the conversion of
the heathen to Christ, so great should be their
efforts 10 secure the circulation in their churches
of those publi which ¢ the needed
knowledge. To cherish this desire and neglect
these efforts, is as uareasonable as to desire a
harvest and neglect to scatter the seed.

This Board urge, in this number of the Chron-
icle, the ion of a mi house in the city
of New York, on the ground of security, and
economy of time and mouey. In counection
with this subject, after remarking that ‘‘ means
and appliances are of trivial consequence, com-
pared to the spirit which should lead to the right
use of them, and which aims at the glory of
God in their use,” they add the following, which,
we believe, will be admitted by all Christians,

and regarded as in some degree applicable to-

themselves:

If the tens of thousands of church mem-
bers and worshippers in our Zion feel but
a sincere and deep concern for the honor of
Christ in the salvation of dying heathen
men, there will be no want of facilities for
carrying forward the missionary work.
If they are but duly affected with God’s
goodness to them and to their families, in
their connection with our beloved church
during the last fifty years, there will be no
want of thank-offerings to express their
gratitude by helping others to enjoy the same
blessings. In this is our best hope as to
the obtaining of this object, and as to the
fina) success of this great cause—that our
Christian people, from a deep sense of their
own obligations, will strongly desire to put
others, now deplorably destitute, in posses-
sion of the same privileges; thus the means
will be employed which God will delight to
bless, and the Gentiles shall rejoice in the
knowledge of Christ and him crucified.

The following is an extract from Mr. Orr’s
annual report of the Chinese mission :

Chinese Mission in the Indian Archi-
pelago.

Almost all that has been said or publish-

ol in America, on Chinese missions, has

tad reference, either immediately or re-
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motely, to the Chinese empire. And truly
that is a most grand and interesting object.
It is indisputably the greatest field in the
world, and the place where, sooner or later,
Chistianity is destined to achieve her no-
blest triumphs. Yet it is true, in the most
important sense of the word, that China is
yet closed against the heralds of the cross.
And when this is fully known, there is dan-
ger that the Christian community may feel
some degree of dizsappointment, and suffer
their interest in this great cause to flag.
But it should be known that there is even
now a large and interesting field of labor
without the hounds of tbe empire. And
this field, when viewed prospectively, as-
sumes a far more interesting and important
aspect.

It is not very long since the Chinese be-
gan to colonize these islands; but wherever
they make a settlement they are sure to
maintain their hold, and to increase and
spread themselves rapidly. The Malay
tribes, who are the original possessors of
this region, are melting away before the
approach of the Chinese. Three hundred
years ago the Malays were much more nu-
merous, more powerful, and equally if not
more civilized than they are at present.
But they are an indolent, wandering, and
semi-barbarous people, and by no means
uble to cope with the superior activity, in-
dustry, and enterprise of the Chinese.
Hence it requires not the vision of a prophet
to foresee that they are destined before very
long to become extinct. And it is equally
evident that their place will be occupied
principally by the Chinese. The popula-
tion of China has already become so dense
that it is pressing hard upon the means of
subsistence. This cause has driven thou-
sands from their country already; and the
necessity for further emigration will be
growing more urgent every year. Self-
preservation, a law more stern and unyield-
ing than the edicts of the most despotic

perors, will pel them to emigrate to
those countries where a subsistence can be
secured in greater abundance, and with
more ease. Under the operation of these
causes, they are now pouring by ¢¢junks
full,’’* every year, into these islands. And

* To illustrate this remark, I may mention
that I not loug since paid a visit to a junk
which had arrived in the harbor of Singapore.
Upou inquiry I found that they had not brought
a single arucle of merchandise, but the vessel
was freighted entirely with men and boys. They
had on board about 400 passengers, and inany
of these, perhaps the majority, had not been
able to pay their passage, but had sold their
services for one yesr to the captain of the junk.
And he, ou his arrival, hires them out, ot se\\s
their services for this Gime,\0 China-men te-
siding here, for what be can ger.
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it cannot be otherwise than that they will,
ere long, supersede the aboriginal mhabl-
tants.

Thls result is, I think, desirable rather
than otherwise. True, it is a painful re-
flection that the Malay race, or any race of
immortal beings, should go down to death
without the knowledge of the gospel. But
the present generation must soon pass away,
at all events. And of what consequence is
it, whether their place is taken by their im-
mediate descendants or by another, and a
superior race of men? In the one case, a
race of indolent, and treacherous, and bar-
barous Malays is perpetuated. In the oth-
er, this race is superseded by the more
enterprising, industrious, and civilized Chi-
nese. Whether we desire it or not, this is
evidently the result to which things are
tending. Now when we contemplate the
immense population which these islands,
together with the Malayan peninsula, is ca-
pable of containing, and reflect that they
will one day be covered principally by a
Chinese population, the missionary opera-
tions in these colonies assume a high degree
of interest. I cannot but look upon these
colonies as the germs of future nations,
belonging to the great Chinese family.

Now if we can succeed, by the blessing
of God, in introducing the light of the gos-
pel, and establishing its influence in the
present colonies, this character will, to a
great extent, be impressed upon the future
emigrants as they come in, and thus be
transmitted to the large communities which
they will soon form. The plan of operating
upon the Chinese empire, indirectly or re-
motely, by means of these missions, is
certainly a feasible project; and is worthy
of consideration. But it should not, I ap-
prehend, receive such prominence as will
leave the impression that if this object fails
our great end will be frustrated and our
labor lost. By no means—to communicate
the blessings of the gospel to the resident
Chinese of these scttlements, and especially
to transmit these blessings to their posterity
—to set in operation a train of causes,
which will go on, conveying the richest
blessings to thousands, and perhaps to
millions, yet unborn—in short, to be in-
strumental in the hands of God of stamping
on the present race of Chinese a Christian
character, which will be perpetuated in
the immense communities which are soon
to overspread these islands—these are ob-
Jects worthy of our highest ambition. To
accomplish this, or even a part of it, will a
thousand times repay us for all the labor,
and the means which we can expend. If
we can operate upon China proper, it is
well; this gives an additional interest to the

missions in these colonies. But if we can

Am. Board of Commissioners for Foreign Missions.
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not, let it never be supposed, that our prin«
cipal object has been frustrated, or that we
should feel the less interest in this great
field of missionary labor.

Rmerican Board of Tommniissloners for
Poreign Misslons.

In the Missionary Herald, late intelligence
from several of the missions of this Board has
been published, from which the following con-
densed statewments have been made :

SanpwicH IsLaNDs.—A letter from Mr.
Coan, dated Hilo, Hawaii, Jan. 21, 1839, cons
tains the latest intelligence from this station.
The work of grace on these islands, of which
some accounts have been published in the Mag-
azine, (pp. 182 and 275, last vol.) still pro-
gresses. Thus far, “the converts have for the
most part stood fast and appeared well.” The
spirit of opposition and persecution, which bhas
been violent, is now coufined to a few p ,
in the district from which Mr. C. writes. He
states that from Jan. 1, to Sept. 26, 1838, 3,400
members had been added to the church of which
he is pastor, which then numbered 3,500. Du-
ring the month of October he received 450;
November, 766 ; December, 357; making in
all near ¢ 5,000 souls added to this church du-
ring the year 1838.” Five hundred individuals
stood propounded for admission to the church
at the time bis letter is dated.

Cyprus.~—There are now ten schools in ope-
ration, sustained at an expense of 50,000 pias+
ters, raised from various sources iu the island, of
which the government treasury furnishes 24,000,
Committees have been appointed, in the pl
where the schools are blished, to pay the
teachers, provide school-rooms, visit the schools,
&ec. During the six months ending July 1, 1839,
2,341 books had been issuet from the deposito-
ry of the The ber of copies of
scriptures distributed had been greater than in
any previous six months. The Greek patriarch
at Coustantinople, and some other ecclesiastics,
have manifested hostility to the schools which
have received the approbation or books of the
missionaries.

ORrEGON INDtaNS.—Messrs. Eells and Walk-
er have located themselves about sixty or sevs
enty miles from Colville, which is ou the north
branch of the Oregon river, and 300 or 350
miles from the ocean. They met with a joyful
reception from the Indians. Messrs. Spalding
and Gray continue to send encouraging ac-
counts of the docility of the Nez Percés Indians,
on the southern branch of the Oregon. They
are digposed to_parseverq ia their offorts 1o pre~
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than twenty-one villages, where the
Nam Sang Noga dialect is spoken,
and all said to be accessible to the
missionary,

We cannot close, without calling
the attention of the Board to the inter-
est our kind friend, C. A. Bruce, Esq.,
superintendent of tea culture, has man-
ifested in the decision to locate the
mission at this place. He has gener-
ously‘offered to defray the whole ex-
pense of the removal, and to assist in
our establishment at this station.

Sfam.

EXTRACT FROM A LETTER FROM MR.
JONES, DATED BANGKOEK, MAY 13,
1839,

Suppression of the opium trade in Siam.
The readers of the Magazine are probably

aware of the efforts which have been made by
the Chinese government to suppress the traffic
in, and use of opium, within the limits of that
empire, which have resulted in the delivery
and destruction of more than 20,000 chests of
the drug, valued at about $£10,000,000. The
vigorous measures pursued by the authorities
at Canton appear to have had the effect of en-
tirely suppressing the trade in China, for the
present. A knowledge of this success has in-
duced the king of Siam to take measures for
the suppression of a like trade and use of the
drug iu his dominions, an account of which is
given by Mr. Jones, in the following extract.

In our missionary affairs, nothing of
special importance has occurred siuce
the date of my last letter ; but you may
be gratified to learn some fucts, which
have an indirect relation to our labors.
This couutry has receutly been filled
with no simall excitement, (and it still
continues,) in regard to the traffic in
opium. Both tradiug in it and its use
have loug been interdicted by royal
ordinance. So long ago as 1827, when
a commercial treaty was formed with
the Enuglish, it was declared contra-
band, aud if brought here, was render-
ed liable toseizure aud burning.  Still.
such were the profits of its sule, and
such the fascinations of its use, that
both continued, and increased with as-
tonishing rapidity; while the officers
appointed to prevent it, doubtless pre-
ferred the bribes given, to the duty
required. Junks, mostly owned by
Siamese nobles, or Chinese merchants
residing in this country, and Arab ves-
sels from Bombay and Surat, had been
the principal importers, till a few

Stam :— Letter from M. Jones.
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months ago, when English vessels, or
vessels under the direction of Europe-
ans, made their appearauce oun the bar,
and along the coust, disposing of the
drug without a regular eutry, and
thereby, not only violating the ordi-
nances of the country, but defrauding
it of its revenue, and draining it of
specie. Swaller boats, mauned hy
Chivamen, armed and prepared for
resistance, were found skulking about
the smaller ports, smuggling in the
drug, and smuggling out the silver,
while the use of opium was creating
poverty, and spreading misery through
the land. At this juncture, vessels
came in from China, with iptelligence
of the summary measuresthere adopt-
ed on the subject.

The king of Siam, apprized of all
these things, and filled with indigna-
tion at the disregard of his authority,
and no doubt specially mindful of the
injury his revenues sustained, issued
an edict on the subject, which was

rinted under the direction of Dr.

radley, to the amount of ten thousaud
copies, and ordered to be circulated
and proclaimed through all the land.
This edict was the first governmental
document ever printed in this country.
The purport of it is—that his majesty
is desirous of preserving the national
religion, and promoting the welfare of
the couutry generally—that he per-
ceives the traffic in and use of opium
0 be extremely injurious to both—that
it has been prohibited in previous
reigns, and ten years ago he him-
selt had strictly forbidden it; but as
some might have quautities on hand,
he had graciously given them liberty
to carry it away out of the country ;—
but now, the evil, by lenient measures,
is grown jutolerable; yet still, if those
who have any op hand will produce
it, with . confession of the past, and
promises for the future, they shall be
forgiven ; but if they are apprehended
trading in it, or using it hereafter,
they shall be visited with certain pun-
ishment, and aggravated cases with
death; that he is determined on its
utter extinction. and appoints faithful
officers to carry bis deternination into
etfect.

The consequence is, that already,
large quantities have been delivered
up, and publicly burnt; but apprehen-
sions, both of those who traffic and
those who smoke, are still occurring
daily, These tidings, and those from
China, I am infornied, have reduced
the price of opium at Singapore, from
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$600 to $250 per chest. I hope it may
continue till it is reduced to its proper
place—the mediciue chest.

QAfclca.

JOURNAL OF MR. CLARKE, DATED EDINA,
JUNE 20, 1839.

Intelligence from the mission in West Africa

~wvas published iu our last vol., page 195, con-
®ained in the journal of Mr. Crocker, to May 5,
839 ; since which a letter of the above date has
Boeen received from Mr. Clarke, which says—
“¢The native school is becoming increasingly
wseful. It coutains 26 pupils, of whom 23 are
sustained by the mission, and 3 by individuals.
"They make good proficiency in their studies;
some of them being able to read English and
Basa tolerably well ; to write legibly, and ex-
Bibit some knowledge of the rudiments of arith-
metic, geography, and English grammar. The
progress of the scholars during their first two
wmonths in school, is usually slow; after this,
they become interested in their studies, and ad-
vance more rapidly. Mr. Clarke thinks the
pumber of the pupils in the schools might be
greatly increased, if the means for their sup-
port cowld be obtained. He also urges the im-
portance of educating females in the country, of
whom there are now but two in the school. He
states that his health and that of Mrs. C. is
good. Mr. Crocker was at Santa Will’s, when
be wrote, preparing for the press a portion of
the New Testament, which he had trauslated
into the Basa language. The following are
extracts from his journal :

May 1, 1839. My health being much
improved, I attempted what I had for
several months contemplated, viz,

reaching to the ratives. 1 went to
oe Harris’ town, and acquainted him
with my object. The old man received
me very kindly, and said, if 1 would
come and live in his town, and teach
his people, he would build e a bouse.

5. I preached the first time at Joe
Harris’ town, to eight or ten persons,
on the existence and character of God.
The people listened attentively, and
King Joe again requested me to live
in bhis town. Spent my time in pre-
paring letters to send to America, and
assisting br. Crocker to make arrange-
ments to go into the country.

12. Preached at Jue Harris’ town.
Subject, the creation and primitive
state of man. The people gave good
attention. When I had finished, King
Joe gave me his theory of the creation

Africa s—Journal of My. Clarke,
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of man. He said, God at first made s
white man and white woman, and 8
black man and a black woman, and
that {from these two pairs, originated
the white and colored races; that God
offered the two men a hook, and some
rice and palm oil. The white man
chose the book, which taught him how
to obtain every thing he needed. The
black man preferred the rice and palm
oil, and had not since been able to
obtain any thing more valuable.

I told bim there was now an oppor-
tupity for Lim and his people to secure
the advantages which books had given
the white man, as we were willing to
teach them, or, at least, some of their
children. He seemed pleased with the
information, and said he wished me to
live in his town, and teach his people.
I 10ld him I could not, at present, but
if my health should coutinue good, I
would come and preach to himn and
his people on the Sabbath, He senta
boy to be instructed in our school, and
requested me to come and preach eve-
ry Sabbath. Spent the week in teach-
ing thé native boys, and studying the
Basa language. Good health, and an
increasing desire to labor among this
poor people.

19. Again at Joe Harris’ town.
Preached on the fall of man, and its
consequences. Twenty-five or thirty
at worship.

23. Went to King Soldier’s town.
The King, who is between fifty and
sixty years old, has a small town, twelve
or fifteen miles from our mission-
house. He appeared very glad to see
me, gave me a hospitable reception,
and sent one of his boys to our school.

26. In the forenoon at Joe Harris’
town, where 1 endeavored to make
the people understand something of
the way of salvation by Jesus Christ.

June 2. Preached at Joe Harris’
town in the forenoon, on the institu-
tion of the Sabbath, and the duty of
observing it. Thirty-five or forty per-
sons at meeting.

9. At Kiug Joe’s. Preached on the
life and death of our blessed Savior.
Having dwelt on Christ’s advent, and
course of life while here, 1 spoke of
his death, at which they seemed to be
astonished. This was the first time
that I had witnessed any emotion in
my audience. O! that God would have
mercy on this poor people.

In the afternoon 1 went to King Ta-
too’s town, to preach, for the first time.
Tatoo appeared to be a man sixty years
old or more. e has a smell \own,
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Asia, and the probability is that ﬁ)vern-
ment will turn its attention to Nepaul
and Burmah. The Indian army, in an
incredibly short time, marched about
2000 miles, broke up a powerful cown-
bination of eight or ten hostile nations,
and only fought one or two ineonsid-
erable battles, It is to be hoped that
the approaching war with Burmah will
be as speedily terminated and with lit-
tle suffering on either side. There is
no reason to expect that the court of
Ava will relax in their demands, or
recede from the barbarous maxims
they have adopted, and consequently
war cannot be avoided. Oppression
and cruelty are carried to so fearful an
extent, that the country is now suffer-
ing tenfold more than ordinary war-
fare is capable of inflicting on any
people. The monsoons will soon close,
and the question of war or no war will
soon be settled. I feel very anxious
to return to Burmah Proper, and, as
soon as possible, to Ava. 1If, as we
now anticipate, an English army should
march into Burmah at the close of the
monsoous, in four months more I shall
be able, at least, to go to Rangoon. If
war is delayed I have resolved to re-
turn and resume, as far as possible,
my former course of labors.

LETTERS OF MOUNG 00 DOUNG.

The subjoined letters are those alluded to by
Mr. Kincaid. They will be read with interest
because of the spirit of faith, patience and love
they indicate in the writer. His attachment to
the gospel, and willingness to suffer for its sake,
will endear him to the hearts of all Christian
readers, aud, we trust, cause them often and
fervently to bear him and those other “ sheep
without a shepherd,” in their petitions to the
throue of grace.

My Beloved Teacher Kincaid,—Af-
ter reaching Ava and finding my pa-
rents, 1 lost no time till I bad found
out the residence of all the disciples.
Some of them have remdved to Ama-
rapira, and they are so scattered that
they do not meet oftener than once in
a month, some once in two months.
Soon after getting to Ava I wrote a
letter, and on desiring to take it to the
English resident’s, the Burman officers
forbade me, sayiug “there was no per-
mission to go or come.” Until the
present time I have not dared to send
a letter. Besides this, a priest went
merely to see the English, ‘?nd was
seized and taken away to exe-' tion, so
that I did not dare to send yod'a letter.

Burmah :—Letters of Moung Oo Doung.
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Now, feeling a great desire to write
you, I have gone secretly to a foreign
merchant,and be will send the letter—
afier this I hope to be able to send you
letters often. Not long after getting to
Ava, Ma-ee,* the daughter of Ko Shwa-
nee, died. After this, Moung Moungt
died of a fever, and was ill only three
days. The disciples here are like
sheep without a shepherd, and are
anxiously looking for the time when
the teachers can come. I wish much
to return to you, teacher, but my father
and mother ere old and very infirm,
and cannot get about well, so that I
must remain and support them by my
labor. When the disciples meet, they
consult together about fleeing from this
city to Maulmain, but as yet dare not
make the attempt. The disciples re-
main strong in the faith of Chr: : and
i)(rny to God continually. The . :iter,

o Shwa-nee, is perseveringly preach-
ing the gospel. Men-dong-gee and
Moung You come to Ko Shwa-nee’s
house every three and four days and
reason with him about the law of God.

To the beloved teacher,
From  Mouxae Oo Doune.

I, Moung Oo Doung—How much I
remember, and how much 1 love the
teachersand their ladies, I cannot fully
express. In the night season I dream
about them, and weep much. Thus
ardently loving each other in this
world, although separated, when we
remove to the future world, in the
heavenly kingdom, and meet face to
face in the presence of God, all former
anxiety will be forgotten. Whether
enjoying much prosperity in this life,
or suffering much adversity, let not the
mind be elated with the one, or cast
down at the other, even as by diligent
perseverance in divine things we have
hope of eternal bliss and happiness.
My beloved teacher, 1 purpose to write
in this letter about worldly events and
about the heavenly religion in the cit;
of Amarapura. €oncerning the intelli-
gence which a foreign merchant in this
city gave you,—if you credit what he
wrote, then you think we have gone
astray.} Although he is of the English

“;Ma-ee was one of Mrs. Kincaid’s. school
gll’ S.

1+ Moung Moung was a brotber of great pro-
mise. i ’

$ This has reference to an infidel foreigner,
who wrote 10 me that the Christians had all
turned back to their former religion, when, '
fact, he was personally acqueinted with bl ave
of them, and knew noOWIng of ek welwu.
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race, who gave you such intelligence, yet
teacher, even as your wisdom teaches
You, reason on this subject and believe
only what is worthy of belief. O teach-
er, give great heed to this business.

.On the night of the 9th of the new
moon, the month Tongoo, (March, of
the Burman year 1200,) the earth shook
with fearful violence. The temples,
pagodas, brick buildings, city walls
and other things were destroyed, and
many people killed. Up to this time,
more than two months, daily and with-
out intermission, the earth shakes.
The people of the world (all who are
not Christ's people, he means) being

atly frightened, worship their gods.
ut we (the disciples) were delivered
from all harm by the power of God,
and this divine protection was most
wonderfully manifest. At this time
we were remaining in the house of
some relatives in Ava. They, being
evil disposed, reported arourd that we
worshiped Jesus Christ, and would not
associate with them. .In the midst of
this, in the night season, was the great
earthquake. - My mother was alarmed,
~and prayed with a loud voice—“O
eternal God! living and eternal God!
have mercy on us and save us. O
God, send deliverance.” The moment
before, we were all asleep upon our
beds, and above us, five cubits .high,
were large timbers and beams; they
were directly over us, so that if they
fell directly down, we must he crushed ;
yet they did not fall on us, but fell all
around us, and by divine. power we
were preserved from all harm. In the
house with'us was a man sleeping, who
i8 not a disciple of Christ, and he was
bruised and nearly killed by the falling
timbers. When I spoke to this man
and others about God’s wonderful care
and deliverance, they with an envious
spirit went about saying, these people
have forsaken the gods,and worship
Jesus Christ. This they said to get us
into government difficulty. As we dare
not remain in that house, we removed
to Amaraplra, and bave built a house
in the De-pa market. If we remain
long in this city, the king will knew it,
and if it does come to his knowledge,
he will cause us all to be killed.

Since the arrival of Moung Na Gau
and Moung Tha Oung, and having
heard from the teachers, I think much
about returning with them. Although
Tam a young man, and have no wife,
yet up to this time it has been more
difficult for me to go to you, than for a

married” man. My father and mother

Siam :— Letter of Mr. Dean.

[Mir,
have great age and cannot labor. Itis
very hard for me to leave my brother,
Moung Too, alone, as he is not able to
support them. When I reflect on our
present situation, I have no desire for
earthly happiness; neither do I desire
afflictions ; but if it was the will of
God, I should be willing to leave this
world. We have liope that this time
of great distress and fear will not con-

tinue much longer. Our hope is in
God.

Sfam.

EXTRACT FROM A LETTER OF MR. DEAK,
DATED BANGKOK, FEB. 27, 1839.

Quedal—Chinese boarding school— Visit
to a Chinese junk.

The Siamese are just now somewhat
excited by the state of affuirs in Que-
dah, which they claim, but which has
been recently declared independent of
this government by its Malayan inhab-
itants. The Siamese are sending off
such forces from here as, with the aid
of the English, will doubtless secure
their claims to the conntry.

Concerning our work, we feel en-
couraged to go onm, though we meet
with many obstacles in the way. Our
meetings on the Sabbath are not, we
think, decreasing in interest; still the
work of reformation among this people
is advancing very slowly, if at all.
Mrs. Dean has now five Chinese boys
as boarding scholars, from nine to
twelve years of age. They constitute
an interesting class, and some of them
are boys of more than ordinary prom-
ise. An interesting anecdote was re-
lated concerning one of them, who had
been with us but a few weeks, when
he went home to bis parents, to cele-
brate the Chinese new year.- While
there, he went one day with his father
to the temple, where offerings were
being made to the idol, and calling to
mind a hymn which he had learned at
the school, he repeated the lust line,
which reads thus—Pai Sin T% mai pai
kay sin—* Worship the God of heaven,
and not worship false gods.” This boy
and his parents knew nothing of the
Christian religion till he came to us.
Another little boy, who has been with
us a few months, on returning home
for the new year’s holidays, taught his
younger sister a prayer he had learned
in the school. This little girl, with
another brother and her {uther, came to

.
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the chapel last Sabbath to worship, and
no less to our gratification than sur-
prise, she repeated, with perfect accu-
racy, the prayer in Chinese. This lit-
tle girl is sevgn years old ; butchildren
in America are as old at four years, as
children here at seven. This was an
interesting circumstance to us, inas-
much asit indicated the stute of feeling
prevailing in this family, relative to
Christian instruction, as well as the
talents of the little girl, who, if a fair
representative of her sex and nation,
refutes the assertion that they are want-
ing the ability to learn to read the Chi-
nese language.

On visiting a junk this afternoon, re-
cently from China, I met the proprietor
of the junk with its officers, sitting on
their mats around the tea-board. 'The
former is a good-natured old man, of
official stature, and, though for twenty
years a resident in Bangkok, retaius his
national characteristics and prejudices.
He very politely invited me to join
them in a cup of tea, and gave direc-
tion to the conversation by making
some inquiries about Portugal, France
and Germany, and their political and
geographical relations to England, at
the same time identifying the latter
with America. Our conversation was
soon interrupted by the beating of the
gongs for evening worship, while two
or three persons took their stand near
the side of the junk, with a roll of
burning paper in their hands. After
this ceremony, some conversation oc-
curred on the character of their god-
dess, who, according to their state-
ments, bad protected them during the
voyage, and who, they said, could un-
derstand the various dialects of Chi-
nese, bt could not understand English.
1 endeavored to explain to them the
occasion of the confusion of toogues,
and some of the characteristics of the
true God, who understands all lan-

8.

QOur company of missionaries in
Bangkok has recently been lessened in
number by the removal of Mr. Robin-
son and Dr. Tracy with their families
to Ang-Hin, a small town situated on
the sea-coast, abont twenty miles east-
ward from the mouth of the Meinam
river. It is designed primarily as a
health station, with the hope of bene-
fitting the residents of the place, and
the more numerous inbabitants of Ban-
pla-soi, a town situated a few miles
distant. Those of our number still re-
maining in this city enjoy comfortable
bealth.

Germany :—Letler of Mr. Oncken.
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By the Maulmain Chronicle we learn that the
Siamese have succeeded in recovering posses-
sion of Quedah. Siuce writing the above let-
ter, Mr. Dean has sufifered from severe illness,
which compelled him to take a short voyage
for his recovery. He returned to Bangkok
early in July, with bealth sufficiently restored to
be able to resume his labors.

Sevmany.

LETTER FROM MR. ONCKEN, DATED
HAMBURG, rxB. 1840.

State of the church ot Hamburg— Oppres-
sive decision of the senate—/Accessions
to the church—Distribution of scrip-
tures and tracts.

It is with feelings of unmingled joy
and gratitude that I proceed to lay be-
fore you a statement of the success and
prosperity with which this mission has
been blessed during the last 12 months.
I am persuaded that when the facts 1
shall now relate are read by the Board,
they will prostrate themselves in the
presence of the Almighty, and unite
with their German brethren in ascrib-
ing bonor, glory and power to the tri-
une Jehovah for the rich displays of
his sovereign grace, in the extension
of bis kingdom amongst our German
and Darnisb brethren. Our transatlan-
tic brethren and sisters, who have sup-~
ported us by their purse and their
prayers, will feel themselves richly
compensated, and oh! may it give a
new impulse to their zeal, and call
forth a still greater devotedness in a
cause which muat prosper, because it
is the cause of Him whose adorable
purposes no combination of men or
devils can frustrate.

1 shall call your attention first to the
state of the chwreh und mission at Ham~
burg. The restrictions under which
we entered on the past year were not
only continued, but were even increas-
ed by a new and severer decision of
the senate against us. It prohibits me,
under the severest penalties, from con-
ducting any religious meeting, and for-
bids even the admission of any individ-
ual but members of the- household, to
family worship,

‘When - all our petitions to the senate
bad been rejeeted, we applied to the
oberalten, but have received no reply up
to the present time. T'he most favora~
ble treatment we can now expect is,
that no netice will be teken of ve. Wk

though the clouds were wpparendy
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the study of the Burman language. He was originully assigned to the Ava
Nission, but Burmah being closed, has been transterred to Arracan.

The missionaries with their assistants left Mauliain Feb. 1, 1839, and reached
Kyouk Phyoo on the 18th. For several days subsequent their house was
thronged with native visiters, who cordially welcomed their arrival. On the
%Bth, Messrs. Comstock and Stilson proceeded to Ramree, to make arrangements
for building there. The town contains about 10,000 inhabitants, with a large
population contiguous, and being reputed very healthy, is deemed a more eli-
gible location for the mission than Kyouk Phyoo. From 12 to 15,000 pages of
racts were circulated during their visit, and the gospel preached to many by
he native assistants.

May 10th Mr. Comstock removed his family to Ramree, Mr. Stilson having gone
2e week before. Soon after their arrival the ordinary labhors of the mission
vere resumed, with some encouraging tokens of success. “ A very interesting
pirit of inquiry appeared to be abroad among the people,” and the assemblies
»r public worship were frequently large and attentive, contrasting strongly
7 ith the apathy that had generally prevailed at Kyouk Phyoo. There were
wmerons visiters at the house; among others, two Mussulmaus, who said
they had heard from all the people that the missionaries preached a ¢ good
mw, and they were anxious to hear it for theinselves.” They seemed “ aston-
s hed and delighted” at the glad tidings of salvation through Christ.

A church was formed by the missionaries May 29, to which seven natives
were added :—whole number 11. A boys’ school has been commenced by
Ars. Comstock, containing 12 or 15 pupils; and others, including girls, have
reen engaged to attend.

SIAM AND CHINA.

BaNGKOK.—(Siamese department.) J. T Jones, C. H. SLAFTER, preachers, R.D. DavEn~
~oRT, preacher and printer, Mrs. SLAFTER, Mrs. DAVENPORT, Mrs. J. G. E. REED.

(Chinese department.) W. DEax, J. L. SHUCK, J. GopDARD, preachers, and their wives..
1 station ; 5 preachers, 1 preacher and printer, 6 female assistants, = 12.

Mr. Shuck continues to reside at Macao. Messrs. Slafter and Goddard ar-
~ived at Singapore on the 13th of June, and on the 22d of August the former
~eached Bangkok. Mr. and Mrs. Goddard remained at Singapore, but will proba-
bly proceed to Bangkok before the close of the current year. They have com-
menced the study of the Mandarin dialect of the Chinese, but will also attend
to the Tio-chu, the dialect prevailing at Bangkok.

Preaching, Tract distribution, and Schools.—Religious worship in Chinese has:
been continued in the mission chapel on the Sabbath, and a weekly service es--
tablished in the bazaar. There is also a weekly prayer-meeting for the church,
besides the monthly missionary concert. Daily religious services are attended
by the Chinese residing on the mission compound, and the pupils of the Chi-
nese school. The attendance on the public exercises is encouraging, both as to.
pumbers and interest. Three Chinese were added to the church in October,.
1839, making nine native members, besides the missionaries resident at Bang-.
kok, = whole number 17. Mr. Shuck coinmenced preaching on the Sabbath
in Chinese near the close of Feb., 1839.

In Siamese, besides a weekly service iu the chapel on the Sabbath, Mr. Jones.
was accustomed to improve occasional opportunities for religious conversa-
tion with individuals, hoth at home and in short excursions, but was chiefly
devoted to the work of translation and revision.

The distribution of tracts is continued, as stated in our last Report. About
100,000 pp., including copies of Matthew, were distributed in Sept. by Mr. Da-
venport. The people manifested the greatest anxiety to obtain them, and evi-
dence was had that they were read attentively.

Of the general aspect of the mission, particularly the Chinese, Mr. Dean
writes in June,—

s¢ The field is now ready for the harvest. The heathen are disposed to receive us te
their houses, and yield us their confidence, while they listen with interest to any thing
we have to communicate. Afler a little acquaintance, perents are 1eedy W0 coml. @
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our care the education of their children, while they appear to take pleasure in seeing
them, the adopted members of our family, acquiring a knowledge of Christianity, as well
as of their own language.’’

In this respect the Chinese of Bangkok contrast with the Siamese, as repre-
sented by Mr. Davenport in our last Report.

Mrs. Dean continues in charge of a Chinese school. Mrs. 8huck’s school at
Macao was re-opened in Dec. 1838, when large numbers of Chinese children
applied for admission, and one hundred boys might have been received within

ew days, if the funds of the mission had been adequate. Two girls belong
to the school, and others are promised, though it is difficult to obtain such pu-

ils, the Chinese considering the education of females unworthy of attention.

e parents of cbildren admitted into the school, are pledged not to remove
them till they are twenty-one years of age, except at the option of the missiona-
ries. None are admitted who are more than twelve years old.

TYanslations and Printing.—The hope expressed by Mr. Jones in September,
1838, in regard to the completion of tﬁe Siamese translation of the New Testa-
ment, has been realized. Hebrews and Revelation were all that remained to
be translated at the close of 1839. Much of the year was given to the revision
of portions of the Testament previously prepared. The remainder Mr. Jones
Pproposes to revise before it is put to press. Several scripture tracts have beex
prepared, or revised for a new edition ;—the “Story of Daniel,” prepared by~
the late Mrs, Jones and translated by Mrs. Davenport; the third edition of the=
“ Summary,” and the second edition of the Parables, enlarged. The first edi—
tion of the Parables consisted only of those in Matthew. A few thousand extrae—o0
copies of the Sermon on the Mount were also to be printed as a tract.

n December, 1838, Mr. Davenport went to Singapore to expedite the com——
pletion of a type-foundry, and to procure, for immediate use,a fount of Siamese===
types. The opportunity was also improved to familiarize himself with punch——
. cutting, stamping, &c. The fount was completed in May, and though calcula—

ted for only 20 pp. 8vo, will suffice the demand until the new fount is comple——

ted ; all the punches for the latter having been already furnished. Mr. Daven——

port left Singapore for Bangkok the 1st of June, and arrived the 13th. On the===

15th printing in Siamese was resumed, on an edition of 10,000 copies of the===

Summary ; and subsequently the Story of Daniel, the Seven Princes, 2d ed.gmms

10,000 cops., Stories of Joseph and Moses, Instructions of Jesus, and the 2d ed—

of Matthew, were put to press. On the 15th of November the number of pagesss=—
, printed in the preceding five months, was about 1,500,000.

Health o{ the Mission.—Mr. Dean and Mrs. Davenport have been visited withe-

sickness, bu

o U/
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t at the last dates were convalescent. Mrs. Reed has been afflictedE—
in the protracted and severe illness of her child, for whose recovery, with thes==—
advice of the mission, she proceeded to Singapore December 1. She was ac—
companied by Mr. Jones, who is expected to return to this country for a shor—
period, if the claims of the mission will permit.*

A'SA'M.

Jarru’r.—N. BRowN, M. BRoxnsox, preachers, O. T. CUTTER, printer, and their wives. Onm
their h:my to the mission, C. BARKER, preacher, Mrs. BARKER, Miss R. M. BrRoxnsow, school——
teacher.

One station ; 3 preachers, 1 printer, 5 female assistants,=9.

Mr. Barker and wife and Miss Bronson sailed from Boston for Calcutta the 22d of October.

The station at SadiysA was relinquished May 12, when the missionaries re——
moved to Jaipir. A party of Khamtis had made an irruption into S. on the—===
morning of the 28th of January, and although they were immediately repulsed’
by the military force stationed there, the prospects of the mission were beavil
overcast. Several of the Khamtl chiefs were killed, many of the inhabitan
fled, and the Khamtis, among whom the missionaries had been laboring, we
entirely dispersed. The mission however can be prosecuted equally well a
Jaiptr. The Khamtis and Singphos are distant only a few days’ journey, in th

B

* Mr. Jones arrived at New London, Ct., May 5.
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AMericAN BapTisT BoArD or ForElen
Missions.—Messrs. Barker aud Van Husen,
with their wives, and Miss Bronson, who sailed
from Boston in the ship Dalmatia, Capt. Win-
sor, Oct. 22, 1839, arrived in Calcutta Feb.
20, 1810, afier a passage of 118 days.

Rev. J. T. Jones, of the mission to Siam,
embarked at Singapore in au English vessel,
early in Jauvary, for St. Helena, from which
place he sailed in the ship Connecticut for New
London, where he arrived- May 5. We have
pleasure in stating that the owners of the Con-

icat g ly p d Mr. J. a free pas-
sage from St. Helena to this country.
»

.AMERricAX Boarp or Com. ror For.
Missions. Mr. and Mrs. Jones arrived in
Ooroomiah on the 17th November. Dr. W.
B. Diver arrived at Macao, Sept. 23, in the ship
Albion. Mr. Ira Tracy with Mrs. T'racy, em-
barked at Singapore, Nov. 23, intending to
spend a year or more at the Nillgherry Hills in
India, in the hope of regaining their bealth.
Mr. Nevius sailed from Singapore about the
end of November, for Poutianak, island of
Borneo, lonjoin Mr. Youngblood.

Mesers. ham, Ci Il, French, H -
way, and Peet, and Misses Pierce and Taylor,
arnived at Singapore, Oct. 23, on their way to
Bangkok. Messrs. Caswell and Hemenway
with their wives, and Miss Pierce departed for
the latter place, Dec. 12, in the Kugrorie, Capt.
Jackson. Miss Taylor was united in marriage,
Dec. 18, with Mr. Minor, superintendent of the

inting establishment at Manepy in Ceylon.

v. B. C. Meigs with his wife and three chil-
dren arrived in Philadelphia, in the ship Wash-
ington, May 9. having [;een absent from their
natiye country more than twenty four years.
Mr. and Mrs. Vanduzee, of the Sandwich Isl-
and Mission, have returned to this country on
account of ill health. They arrived in New-
port, R I, April 28. Mr. Charles McDonald,
a teacher at Lahaina, died Sept. 7. 1839, afier
a protracted illness.

WESLEYAN MissioNARY SociETY. Rev.
William Fox with Mrs. Fox and child embarked
in the ““ Sea Witch,” on his return to St. Mary’s,
on the river Gambia. Mr. F. was accompa-
nied by Rev. Wm. James and wife, Rev. Wm.
English, Mr. Walter Crowly, a school master,
Kakouta Sonka, a native youth, a son of the
late king of Barra, and by two other natives.
Rev. Wm. Ingram, embarked for Nevis, on
the 12th Feb. ; and the Rev. W. H. Haon, on
the 4th March by the Hope, for Jamaica. The
Rev. Messrs. G. Barnley, W. Mason, and R.
T. Rundle embarked at Liverpool, in the Sheri-
dan, for New York, on the 16th Mareh, to pro-
ceed to the territory of the Hudson’s Bay
Company, to commence missionary labors
among the settlers and natives, under the pro-
tection, and chiefly at the expense of the Com-
psay.
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The Rev. J. F. Browne arrived at the island
of Nevis on the 30th December. The Rev. J.
Bamfield arnved at Grenada on the 27th De-
cember. T'he. Rev. J. Mearus arrived at Ja-
naica on the 14th Febroary.

LoNpox Missionary Sociery. Rev. E.
Davies with Mrs. D. and children arrived in
Loudon, in the ship Appoline, having beea .
compelled to leave the mission at Pinang, by
ill health. Rev. W. P. Lyon and wife, and
Mrs. Paterson, returned to London in the Owen
Glendower, from Benares Mrs. L. and Mrs.
P. have visited E‘;{Fland for the recovery of
bealth. Rev. J. W. Gordon and wife Knve
also returned to England from Vizagapatam,
on account of ill health.

Mrs. Slatyer, of the mission to Jamaica, died
at Aylesburg on the 16th of February last.

Bsenations,
FroM Max 1 To Junx 1, 1840,

Muine.

Penobscot Aux. For. Missionary
Society, Levi Morrell treas.,

Saco, Baptist church and society,
per Rev. Ahira Jones,

Farmington, Baptist church and
society, Eben r Child treasurer,

r William M. Wilson, month-
'y concert,

Wi t Female Missi So-
ciety, Miss Margaret Waters
treasurer, per Mr. Clark, 7,00

Bowdoinham Foreign Missionary

Soc., W. R. Prescott tr.—
Industry, Nath’l Thwing 5,00
Topsham, Rev. H. Kim-

ball 5,00

al

West Gardner, Bap. ch.,
monthly concert, 2,78

East Winthrop, do., do, 24,86

9,00

60,82
9,00

7,00

Hallowell, 1st Bap. ch.,
do. do.,

Warren, John Creighton, per Mr.
Hiuckk‘?’.
Bloomfield, 1st Baptist ch.
and society 14,50
Fraucis Powers 2,50
Family contribution, 1,00
r Rev. Joseph Ricker, ——
Calais, Baptist church and con-
gregation, James Grant clerk,
per Samuel H. Green,
— 16321

New Hampshire.

A friend to missions
Lyme, Baptist chureh, per George
Flint, treasurer,

4,75

18,00

23,00

11,00
N——Y

Vermont.

Townshend, 2d Baptist cburch,
balance of annual subscription, .
pet Rev. Wiliam D\ Upeam,
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BUDHIST GEOGRAPHY .* Hindus, but have introduced many

f REV. JOHN TAYLOR JONKS, OF THE MIS- ;nodlﬁcatlons. Here astronomy, astro-

S10N TO SIAM.] og{, cosmo%ony and %egvgraphy pro-

. . perly so called, are all intermingled.

This system prevails in Ceylon, Ne- | According to this representation, there

ul, Thibet, Burmah, Siam, and, so far | is an infinitude of systems of worlds,

Budbism is understood, in China.| all combined, and composing the uni-
idhists are indebted for it to the| verse.

A portion of the infinitude of systems, each in eve: articular like all
IhE olﬁen.f] Y 7P

*The system of orthograpl:iy observed in this article, is that now generally adopted in India,
en writing names and words of Indian origin, viz :

a like a in American i like i in pin u like u in duty
& like a in father i likeiin machine @ like u in ruls.
e like e in they o like o in not ai like ai in aisle

& like ay in mayor 6 like o in note 4i like ay in aye.

“The drawings from which the accompanying cuts have heen executed, were furnished by,
v. Abner Webb, late missionary at Rengoon. .

YOL. XX, 27



210

Each system embraces a great cen-
tral mountain called Meru, (Burman,
Myen’ mo,) seven seas and seven ranges
of mountains encircling the central
mountain, and four continents—one in
each of the four cardinal points of the
compass—and each of these continents
surrounded by five hundred islands as
natural satellites. Each system is also
encompassed by a mountainous wall

[Ground view of the Meru Mount, with its seven surrounding
and mountains, and mountainous wall.]

chakra,a wheel. Attached to each sys-
tem are celestial regions, including the
revolving luminaries, and the infernal
regions. Those luminaries are sun,
moon, and planets.: The celestial re-
gious are twenty stories—the first six
of which are appropriated to Te wds
or De wés, and the fourteen upper ones
to Brahmas. Te wds are a kind of
genii who have once been men, but
baving attaimed great merit during their
human existence, receive the rewards
of that 1erit in those realms of bless-
edness. The first story of those realms
is situated round the waist or centre of
Mount Meru, and called Chd tu ma hé
ra chhikd, (or in Burman, Sd tu ma hd

Budhist Geography.

[Seer.

84,000 yu za nd* (or nearly 840,000
miles) in height. The height of Mount
Meru 1s the same, and the height of the
seven encircling mountains gradually
diminishes, the first range being half
the height of Mt. Meru, or 420,000
miles; the second, half of that, or
210,000, and so on in regular gradation.
Each of these systems i3 denominated a
chak ra wéla—i. e. a planisphere, from

oceans

rit) The second is on the summit,
and is called Dé wa diing $4, or T'a wa
taing thd. The four others rise in suc-
cessive stories above the mount, and
then follow the Brahma countries ; the
four superior ones are immagerial or
spiritual. These Brahmhs have also
once béen men, and iay, in the course
iof trandmigration, becoine soagain; but
"having attained-superfor merit, are now
tted to superior stations and superior
bliss. When their merit is exhausted,
their rewards cease, and they transmi-
grate into some other condition of being.

Mount Meru descends into the water
the same distance that it rises above,

viz. 84,000 yu za nd. Its diameter at

*The measure called yu za nd is variously

estimated at from 7 to 12 English miles. By

accurate calculation, however, it is found to be 9 ) miles. In this article, for convenrence,

it is reckoned 10 miles.
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the base is also represented by some
to be egual to its height, its waist orl

Budhist Geography.

M

centre diminishing in five successive
encircling gradations.

[Mount

The base of the mountain is guard-
ed by innumerable gigantic monsters
of various races, some of whom are
represented as resembling birds with
men’s heads; others are serpents of
enormous magnitude, possessing many
of the attributes of man, but exceeding
him in knowledge, strength and power !
of locomotion, having the faculty of
traversing the air, &c. Behind this
mountain the sun goes every day, or!
rather every night, to hide himself,|
apd this causes day and night to man-
kind.

The great Western continent is call-
ed JImera khbd y& na—is shaped like the |
moon in her quarters, and is 7000 yu i
2a nd or 70,000. miles long and broad. !
[How the sémidiameter can equal the |
diameter, it never troubles a Budhist’s
head to coniderg The great Eastern
continent is called Bup pa wi t, and is;
shaped like the full moon, with length |
and breadth the same as the former.
The Northern continent, called U ta r¢
kha ro, is said by some authorities to be
square, by others triangular, and to be
80,000 miles broad and long. Chham bu
or T'sam bu, the Southern continent, is
said to be shaped like a cart body—i. e.
a quadrangular parallelogram, 100,000
miles l(':x‘llg and broad. [Here again the

-two equal diameters of a parallelogram

Meru.]

are no difficulty to a Budhist.] What-
ever the shape of the coutinent, that
of the faces of the men who inhabit it,
and of the five hundred islands which
surround it, is the same. Thus the
western continent being shaped like a
half moon, the faces of the men there
must be semilunar, and all the islands
that surround it must be semilunar.

These continents are so remote from
each other that no human being has
ever passed from one to another. All
the knowledge, therefore, which is at-
tainable respecting them, except that
on which we live, is purely matter of
revelation.

The celestial region on the summit
of Mt. Meru is of the same length and
breadth as the southern continent; so
also are some of the infernal regions.

The continent called Chham bu is
so called because it contains a tree
so named, and that tree is its distin-
guishing characteristic. Its circumfer-
ence is 16 yu za nd or 160 miles; its
height before you reach the branches
is 500 miles ;.after reaching the branch-
es, to the top is 500 miles more; its
four (some copies say five) branches
also spread out 500 miles; its fruit is
the size of the spire of a palace—eaten
sometimes by land animals, sometimes
it falls into \the jpea and W» ewem oy
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fishes, sometimes it falls on the banks,
where it sprouls up into gold. There are
also trees of various name, which are
characteristic of the other continents,
whose dimensions are the same as the
one here stated—and they will all en-
dure while the world stands.

The southern continent has 9,600,000
caves—and five greatrivers, all issuin
from a great lake in an immense an

Budkist Geography.

[Berr.

impenetrable wilderness called Hima
wania, or Snowy Wilderness, round
which are mountains 100,000 miles
high. [This is no doubt a mar-
vellously exaggerated account of the
Himalaya and the surrounding desert.)

Such is a brief account of one of the
chak ra wé la. With such systems the
Nuniverse is full—their number is infi-

nite.

[A system of worlds.*]

These were not created, for Budhists
allow no Creator. They came into ex-
istence thus: First a large cloud arose,
from which descended a mist, which
dually was agglomerated into drops.
ke wind then began to blow from all
points of the compass and forced these
drops into a mass. On the surface of
this mass there gradually rose a scum,
which thickened and grew till it hard-
ened, at length, into the surface of our
earth. Our world therefore consists
of a stratum of earth, resting upon a
stratum of water, and this again upon
a stratum of air, beyond which is
empty space. This stratum of air is
easily agitated or set in motion, and
agitates the superincumbent waters,
hose again shake the earth, and thus
earthquakes are accounted for.

In regard to the peopling of the earth,
each time it is reproduced, Budhists
maintain that after the earth has grown,
Brahmés descend from the celestial
regions, resplendent with their own
light—and, passing at will through all
the realms of space, dwell in happiness
on earth, but, gradually corrupted by
earthly relishes, they become men.
Yet, at first they live to a great
They have a number which they de-
siinate asor'g kai (Burman, a
which is expressed by a unit wi
cyphers annexed. The first men live
an ason’g kat of years—but as their
corruption increases, their lives gradu-
ally shorten, till men are old at ten
years of age. After this, men begin to
reflect and reform, and the duration of
life increases from 10 tq 20, 30, 40, 100,

* About 12,000,000 of miles in diameter—the central figure representing Mount Meru, &e., as in
the second plate, and the adjoining clusters the four continents, each with a few of its 500 islands ;—
the whole euclosed by a circular wall 840,000 miles high from the surface of the water, and ex-

tending the same distance beneath.
Note. The proportions in this
(the small space In the centre,)

late could not well be preserved, the diameter of the Meru Mount,
g-’mg 840,000 miles, while (nat of \he coukinants is shout 100,000
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1000, 100,000 years, until it reaches an
ason’g kat again. This gradual diminu-
tion and increase takes place 64 times,
and then the world will be destroyed.
. This destruction extends simultane-
ously t0.100,000 times ten millions of
systems of worlds. It takes place six-
1y four times in succession, which cor-
pletes one series of changes, in the
following order, viz: the first seven
times by fire; then the eighth time by
water ; then seven times by fire, and
once by water. It goes on in this way
ill it has been destroyed fifty six times;
then seven times more it is destroyed
by fire, and the sixty fourth and last
time by wind.

The account of the destruction of
the world by fire is this. In conse-
quence of the wickedness of men, rain
ceases to fall, and all the fruits of the
earth are dried up. After a lapse of
100 years,—1,000 years,—10,000,—or
100,000 years,—there bursts forth an-
other sun: From that time there is no
longer night and day, but perpetual
day. When one sun sets, another rises.
The sun also increases in magnitude
80 as to fill the whole range of vision
on looking upward. Nor is the sun
obscured by any cloud or even mist.
After a long time all the strcams dry
up, except the five greatrivers. Then
a third sun appears in the sky, and the
five great rivers all dry up. Of these
three suns, one rises, one sets, and the
third remains stationary in mid heav-
ens. After the lapse of many years, a
fourth sun appears and dries up the
seven great lakes. At that time the
water of the ocean, which is 840,000
miles deep, evaporates so that it is not
deeper than the height of seven palm
trees—then to the height of one palm
tree—to the height of seven men—then
only ancle deep. When the fifth sun
bursts forth, the water of the ocean is
completely exhausted. On the appear-
ance of the sixth sun, there arises a
smoke which spreads and diffuses itself
throughout 100,000 times ten millions
of chak ra wdla systems. Then bursts

" forth the seventh sun, and the flames
are kindled throughout 100,000 times
ten millions of systems. Now thereare
seven classes of great fish,—some 8,
some 9, and some 10,000 miles long.
Their bodies being exposed by the
drying up of the ocean, the oil is fried
out of them, and penetrates the whole
earth, and furnishes fuel to the flames,
which rage till every thing combusti-
ble is consumed, and then expire for
want of material to act upon.
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Budhists regard the sun and moon
as planets, and reckon eight planets,
viz: Sun, Moon, Mars, Mercury, Jupi-
ter, Venus, Saturn and Rahd. The lat-
ter is not discoverable to humen vision,
but is said to be the residence of the
mighty monster, also called Réahd, who
occasions eclipses by taking the sun'
or moon and gambolling with them,
sometimes thrusting them into his nos.
trils, sometimes into his mouth or ears,
Whenever this event occurs, and the
sun or moon is seen to be obscured,
the inhabitants of Budhist countries
have recourse to gongs, tin kettles,
musical instruments, Chinese crackers,
guns, and every thing that can produce
noise, and make the most furious clang-
or imaginable, to frighten the monster,
as they say,and make him give up his
grasp. Still, in consequence of tables
and rules derived from the Hindus, the
Budhists can calculate eclipses with
tolerable accuracy. The rationale of
their calculations they can never ex-
plain.

Such is a brief and hasty outline of
the views taught in the sacred books
of Budhism. The books which teach
these views stand upon the same foun-
dation as those which teach their reli-
gion—indeed, these views are found
commingled in all their sacred wri-
tings. No violation of the fundamental
principlesof science, right reason or
sound sense, is too gross for the accep-
tance of a Budhist. He may be taught
the fallacy and the folly of such ideas
of cosmogony and astronomy, and per-
suaded to renounce them; but it does
not follow that he will consequently
renounce his religion and embrace a
better. There requires something high-
er and mightier to touch the heart.

Warens.

EXTRACT FROM A LETTER OF MR. MA-
80N, DATED TAVOY, Nov. 5, 1839,

Karen Translation of the New Testament.

1 have the pleasure of informing you
that I have completed the translation
of the New Testament into Karen, and
have commenced the Psalms, of which
1 am making a double translation, one
into prose, and the other into poetry,
for which the Karen language is spe-
cially well adapted. In saying 1 have
completed the New Testament, I do
not, of course, hiave any refetense o
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is also actuated by a spirit of religious
intolerance. All the members of the
little church had been before the mag-
istrate, when the decision of govern-
ment was read to them. It is to the
following effect: ¢that unless they
desist from their meetings, &c. they
would be banished from Copenbagen.’
Thanks be to God! he makes our dear
brethren firm, whilst they manifest a
spirit towards their opponents truly
commendable.

23. Wednesday. We remembered
at our weekly lecture this evening,
with feelings of deepest gratitude, that
six years ago at this time, our beloved
br. Sears baptized the first seven mem-
bers of this church (three of whom
have already fallen asleep in Jesus,)
and then assisted in comnstituting them
into a church of Christ. None but
God’s hand could have brought us so
far ;—his love over us, and his power
and blessing among us, require an
eternity to tell. Blessings be on his
holy name for ever !

[To be continued.]

\
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Jan. 13, 1839. Bangkok. After wor-
ship in the chapel this morning, the
- marriage service in the Christian mode
was performed in behalf of a Chinese
and a native of this country.

Feb.2. Few at worship in the chap-
el or at the bazaar to-day, but some ap-

ared to listen with more than usual
nterest.

13. This being the last day of the
year according to Chinese reckoning,
and made by them a holyday, I gave
from my window one hundred and
fifty books to as many persons, as they
were passing to and from the bazaar,
making remarks to such as were dis-
posed to stop for inquiry.

Earthquake—Roman Catholic proselytes.

March 23. At half past 2 o’clock
this morning, we were awakened by
the shock of an earthquake. It contin-
ued but a minute or two, but with such
violence as to excite apprehensions of
the prostration of our house. The 8i-

- amese account for an earthquake by
supposing that the fish that sustains
the earth, becoming restless, flaps his

]

Siam :—Journal qu. Dean.

B

[Ocr.

tail. Some of them explain it in other
ways equally ridiculous. The Chinese
say that the bullock that supports the
earth, becoming wenry, changes his
burden from one shoulder to the other.

25. Among the attendants at wor-
ship in the bazaar to-day, was the su-

rcargo of a junk from Siang-Hai
eastern coast of Chiua), who urged us
to attend him to his junk, and after-
ward sent us a valuable present, for
which I returned him a copy of the
New Testament. ’

May 23. During the last few days I
have spent my time at the house in the
bazaar couversing with those wlio call
and giving books to those who can
read, selecting such as are best adupt-
ed to the individual. In this way the
perusal of the book fixes the mind
upon the subject of conversation, which
is sometimes by them made a matter
of after-inquiry.

Numbers come in from the bazaar
and enter into familiar conversation
about the customs, climate, productions,
etc., of America, and often of their own
accord introduce the subject of Chris-
tianity by proposing some question in
relation to our religion. Many are
recently becoming Roman Catholics.
These are mostly Hainan, Canton, and
Kéh Chinese. The latter are those
Chinese who come from the interior
of the country, in distinction from those
who inhabit the seaports and more

pulous towns. They are called Ho-

ien Kéh, Canton Ké&h, and Tio-chu
Kéh, according as they come from
these various provinces, while they
speak a language peculiar to them-
selves, though somewhat analogous to
their respective provincial dialects. Du-
ring the Jast few months two or three
hundred Chinése have been received
into the Catholic church. They bave
raised one of their European priests
to the bishopric, and are now building
a brick chapel, making the fourth they
have in Bangkok. Thus their influ-
ence and numbers are increasing, and
it would be happy for all concerned if
their converts were made better men
2{ entering their religion. We avoid

I interference with their operations,
but discover an effort on their part
to identify their doctrines with ours.

To-day I enjoyed an interesting con-
versation with a man from the old
city, Ayuthia. He is intelligent, and
possesses considerable knowledge of
Christianity, which he bas gained from

a Christian book, obtained, as he says,
\ from us shout two years ago.
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Having (llmzed to the precarious state of his
health, and the undesirableness of allowing the
prosperity of any one department of a mission
to depend on a single individual, he presents
the following

JAppeal for fellow-laborers—Notices of
the late Chinese converts.

June 19. It is not presuming to say,
that in no place have the Chinese a
stronger claim upon the prayers and la-
bors of the Christian church, or where
those labors have a greater prospect of
success, than here. I bhave no greater
desire than to spend my remaining
days and the strength God may gra-
ciouﬂiy give me, in preaching Christ
crucified to this dying people. But
the little that I can do is but as a drop
to the ocean. There is a great dispar-
ity between the wants of the heathen
and the efforts of the church in their
behalf, and there is perhaps an equal
disparity between the comparative
claims of various stations and the
measure of interest taken in each. An
increase of missionaries may be made
at one station at the expense of anoth-
er where their labors are more imme-
diately needed ; the multiplication of
rriming presses and book making may

eave but few men and limited means
for the more important work of preach-
ing the gospel. The work of prepar-
ing books is important, but is not the
amount of money and mind employed
in this department vastly dispropor-
tioned to the primary work of personal
instruction ? and may we not hope that
a due attention to this subject from
the Board and candidates for the mis-
sionary work will bring us help? We
pray for grace that we faint not till we
see it; and that we may see this bécome
Emmanuel’s land, and these heathen
become the saints of the Most High.

Oct. 12.  On the 15th of Sept. three
Chinese, Chek Heng, Chek Lim and
Chek Qui-Seng, were examined and
approved by the church as candidates
for baptism. On the following Sab-
bath the two former were baptized,
while the case of the latter is suspend-
ed for the present. Last Sabbath, as
we were going to the water for the
h&tism of another Chinese, Chek
Héen, our company, composed of the
missionaries with Siamese and Chi-
nese, was joined by a party of our Eng-
lish and Portuguese friends, who were
returning from the dedication of a Ro-
man Catholic temple. After prayer
the rite was administered, and a few
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remarks made to the Chinese, while
all paid a respectful attention. Chek
Héen is an unlettered fisherman, who
has perbaps as much zeal as Peter, but
I fear, not as much wisdom. Of the
others above named, Chek Lim is a
Hokien man, has some knowledge of
books and is so far acquainted with
our dialect as to understand our reli-
gious exercises, while he seems dis-
posed to do what appears to be his
duty. Chek Heng, a son of P¢ Ete,
who recently left us with the prospect
of doing good to his friends in his na-
tive town in China, is a young man of
an amiable disposition, and we trust,
of sincere piety. Since his father’s
departure he has maintained family
worship with his brothers and others
residing with him, and from his gen-
eral character promises to afford us
considerable assistance. Since his bap-
tism he has brought a younger brother
(sixteen years old), requesting Mrs.
Dean to receive him into the school.
Two other boys from China, of nearly
the same age, have been in the school
for several months, and one from a
{ounger class is now learning the
lock-cutting business.

The nuinber of attendants at Chi-
nese worship in the chapel is rather
increasing, and we meet with some
encouragement from our Sabbath ex-
ercises in the bazaar; still, when we
think of our want of help, the constant
liability to be removed by sickness or
death,and the consequences that would
probably follow should there be no one
to feed these lambs of the flock, and
teach these perishing thousands the
way of life, our hearts sink within us.
We joyfully submit to any reduction of
our appropriations, which may not
thwart the design of sending us here,
provided it may be the means of bring-
ing others to our aid; while we entreat
you to listen to our repeated solicita-
tions on behalf of this people,and pray
God to give you the ability to send at
least one or two men. It is not indeed
to be expected that one or two persons
will produce an immediate and general
moral revolution among a heathen peo-
ple. Still, by keeping up a succession
of means already commenced, they
may prevent the loss of what has al-
ready been done.

RevimqftheC’iuénagcbepanntfor

Throughout the g::r religious ser-
vice in Chinese has been attended three
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times on each Sabbath day, onee in
the chapel, once at our own house, and
once at a house in the bazaar rented
for that purpose. The exercises of the
first and third of these are divided be-
tween Keok-Cheng and myself, while
the second is properly a prayer meet-
ing in which all the members of the
church take a part. Mrs. Dean also
takes the schoel boys in the capacity
of a Sabbath school for an hour and a
half on Sunday. Besides this we have
conducted family worship in Chinese
once a day during the year, and recent-
ly some of the neighbors coming in,
we have Chinese worship algo in the
evening of each day, Wednesday and
Sunday excepted. Our usual number
of Chinese at family worship is sixteen,
when we first sing a hymn, in which
all engage; then each one, with the
exception of three, reads a verse in
scripture and all is explained ; when
questions are proposed to ascertain if
it is understood ; and then close with
grayer. This is for morning worship,

ut the order is somewhat varied for
the evening. The monthly concert for

rayer has becn but poorly attended,
i1n consequence of the scattered loca-
tion of the members of the church;
but recently it has become somewhat
more interesting by changing the time
to the Sunday preceding the first Mon-
day in the month, when the brethren
are generally together.

Tracts have been distributed during
the year to junks, boats and floating
houses; and with the aid of two Chi-
nese assistants, one a member of the
church and one a candidate for bap-
tism, the houses in the bazaar and
within the city have been visited, their
inmates conversed with, and tracts
given to all who were able and dispos-
ed to read them. Itis not to be un-
derstood that every family has been
visited, but we have endeavored to
make the distribution systematic and

eneral among the Chinese population.
n most cases the tracts and their dis-
tributers have been well received,
though sometimes the former have
been returned and the latter insulted.

The school was organized under
Mrs. Dean’s superintendence about a
year and a half ago. She commenced
with three Chinese boys, and the nuin-
ber has been gradually increasing until
the school now contains thirteen pu-
pils. A majority of them have been
regular attendants during the year,
while others have been added at dif-
ferent periods, one as late as the last
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month. Four of this npmber were
born in China, and are from 15 to 17
years old. The remaining eight boye
were born in this country, and spesk
both Chinese and Siamese, their fu-
thers being from China and their mo-
thers in most cases from Chinese de- °
scent. Their age varies from ten to
thirteen years. Nine of the boys beard
in our family and are entirely under
our direction, while arrangements have
been made with the remainder to se-
cure their regular attendance at school.
In addition to the twelve Chinese boys
above mentioned, there is now in the
school one girl of Chinese and Dutch
paremaﬁczl taken from the orpban asy-
lum at Batavia. She isabout ten years
old—has some knowledge of Malay,
Dutch and English, and is now read-
ing Chinese.

he school is regarded as an encour-
aging experiment, compared with pre-
vious efforts either in this or other
places, for the instruction of Chinese
youth.

EXTRACTS FROM LETTERS OF MR. DAV~

ENPORT.
Printing and Tract 7 -Friend-
ly intercourse with the native princes.

Nov. 15, 1839. This hasbeen a very
interesting day to us. We had a visit
from the prince Cbau Fa Yai,a man
of the highest rank in the kingdom,
next to the king bimself. Fora Siam-
ese he is quite tall, of a slender make,
and of a much lighter complexion than
his brother Chau F4 Noi. I was in
my studl¥ when he made his appear-
ance. Pointing to the printing house,
he inquired if that was the place where
we made books. I answered in the
affirmative, and invited bim to g and
see our operations, which he readil
concluded to do. He ap d muci
interested in the movements of the
press, and passed an encomium upor
the ingenuity of Englishmen. Vsiod!
the simple operations of the trimming
press he was also quite pleased. After
the uneven edges of a few tracts had
been cut off, I presented the pareel to
him, and on inquiring whether I de-
signed to give them to him, he very
good-humor'dly presented a copy tos
number of his attendants crouching
aronund him, who gladly received them.
This is one of many circumstances
which might be mentioned, that evin-
ces the toleration extended to us, net
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only in regard to book distribution, but
in other missionary operations here.

Jan. 18, 1840. Though br. Jones has
left us for Singapore, and probably for
America, the work of printing and dis-
tributing Siamese books is going on as
usual. e have just finished the pub-
lication of the 2d ed. of the Scripture
Parables, 10,000 copies, and have in
press the 4th ed. of the History of the
Christian Religion, 20,000 copies,which
will be completed in about a mounth
from this time. We shall probably
next set up the 2d ed. of Acts, or the
History of Joseph and Moses. The
K'roof-sheeta are alternately read by

rs. Davenport and myself, assisted
by one of our teachers, and as they are
carefully revised with the copy, it is
believed that few if any mistakes are
made.

I have been in the habit of distribu-
ting from 20,000 to 50,000 pages on
the Sabbath for some months past, be-
sides attending to religious worship in
Siamese in the chapel. We are also
daily receiving applications for books
at our houses.

The average attendance at the Siam-
ese daily worship is from fifteen to
twenty, including mostly those in our
employment as printers or domestics.
On Sabbaths the number varies from
twenty to thirty persons, including
sometimes persons from a distance in
the country. Our people appear to be
advancing gradually in a knowledge
of bible truth ; oh that the desired re-
sults may follow—even their eternal
salvation.

As American citizens, and perhaps
as Christian missionaries, many of the
principal men of the kingdom appear
to take an interest in us, the most
F:minem of whom is the prince Chau

This individual recently invited
the missionaries of the two American
Boards here to a Christmas dinner,
which was sumptuous and princely.
The prince himself presided at the ta-
ble, and duly performed the duties of
carving, &c. At his request thanks
were presented to the Giver of all mer-
cies. The time passed quite agreeably.
The American flag was suspended in
a conspicuous part of the dining hall,
and evergreens were tastefully arrang-
ed about the walls. The first Monday
in the year, when we were all assem-
bled for prayer and praise, the prince
made his appearance, and silently sat
till the meeting closed ; when he in-
quired the object of the assemblage.

Siam :— Letter of Mrs. Davenport.

He appeared to take an interest in the
answer, and remained some time in
conversation upon this and other top-
ics.

LETTER OF MRS, DAVENPORT,
BANGKOK, JaN. 15, 1840.

Report of the Siamese School for 1889.

The months Jan., Feb., March, April
and May we spentat Singapore. Three
of the children accompanied us thith-
er; and in addition to their usual stud-
ies, enjoying many extra advantages,
made greater progress than during any
previous year. The other ten howev-
er being obliged for the most part to
return home during my absence, dete-
riorated much, and some never came
back.

On the 15th of June the school was
redpened in Bangkok, numbering seven
boarders, and four day scholars. Since
then the school has been regularly con-
tinued, though the present number is
only seven, all of whom are boarders.
During the last half year, three of the
day scholars have been forcibly remo-
ved by Catholic priests ;—one, whose
services were required in the printing
office, has been dismissed, and two
boarders have, in consequence of bad
conduct, been expelled. Two new
ones have been added—one a Siamese
girl aged three and a half years, and
the other a Cingalese man, formerly
connected with one of the mission
schools in Ceylon, and professedly a
Christian. His knowledge of English
is considerable, deportment good, and
manners prepossessing; and should
he continue, he promises to make a
valuable assistant in the school.

Mary Ann Hume now reads both
English and Siamese with fluency,
also writes and converses in the two
languages, understands the first three
rules of arithmetic, and knows some-
thing of geography, modern history,
astronomy, and natural history. She
is intelligent, active, and generous,
though sometimes passionate. Her
age 1s about ten years,

Kah, or Henry Keeling, is now &
good Siamese scholar, and improves
considerably in English. He studies
the same branches as M. A. H., writes
more correctly than she, but in speak-
ing does not pronounce as well. He
is slow but industrious, and in deport-
ment generally pleasing. He is now
about twenty years of age.

DATED
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Muang, or George Adams, a Siamese
boy of ten years, is also in my first
class, does well in his studies, and in
disposition is decidedly the most am-
jable child I have met with in Siam.
His brother Dick, now six years old,
is bright and active, but careless and
playful in the extreme. This last with
the Cingalese above mentioned forms
the second class. The third class con-
sists of the little Siamese girl named
Eliza Roper, three and a half years old,
and Hortensia Maria Moor, of about
the same age. They are both amiable
and intelligent. -

None of the children are yet pious;
but they have acquired considerable
knowledge of the Christian religion,
and most of them, I believe, feel the
importance of an interest in Jesus.
They often make inquiries on the sub-
ject, and seem interested both in Eng-

ish and Siamese worship. Ihave often

overheard Mary Ann Hume praying
when she supposed no one near; and
nothing 1 believe would induce her to
pass a day without prayer. The same
might be said of some others, and
none, I think, could be persuaded to
join again in idolatrous worship. With
the hymn hooks, so kindly sent, they
were all delighted; and many times
since have I seen the little group seat-
ed in a circle, singing or reading aloud
from them. Mr. Sargent, the author
of the Temperance 'f‘ales, sent me a
short time since a number of these
little volumes for distribution. The
children seeing them, inquired what
they were, and I explained to them
their nature and design. At their re-
quest, I read No. I aloud to them, and
when 1 concluded, three of them gave
a connected account of the whole sto-
ry. They then inquired something
about Temperance Socicties, and two
of them begged to be pllowed to sign
the pledge, adding that they would al-
ways pray to God to enable them to
avoid a thing productive of so many
evil consequences.

The hours of study are from 9 to 12
in the morning for Siamese, and from
1til4P. M. gor English. The Eng-
lish is all taught by myself, and the
Siamese by a native, though I sit in the
room during all the school hours, ex-
amine the children daily in Siamese,
and retain the government entirely in
my own hands.

The difficulty of obtaining, or rather
retaining scholars, as mentioned for-
merly, bas not much diminished during
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the past year; though I em happy to
say that three boarders are engaged
whom I hope in a short time to have
in regular attendance. I design also
making an attempt to establish a day
school iu the bazaar, which will be
left in the care of a native teacher, and
visited daily by myself.

In closing, may I not entreat an in-
terest in your prayers, that these young
plants entrusted to our care, may be so
watered and trained that they will bud
and blossom and bring forth fruit to
the praise and glory of Him who cre-
ated them, we trust, not as vessels fit-
ted for destruction, but as heirs of eter-
pal life and endless blessedness at His
right hand.

Ofibwas.

JOURNAL OF MR. BINGHAM.

(Continued from p. 176.)

From Mr. Bingham’s annual report of the
mission for 1839—40, we learn that the school
which was suspended in Oet. on account of
Miss Leach’s sickness, was retpened ou the
16th of June, under the care of Mr. A. Judson
Bingham, and contained 46 scholars, 23 of
whom were Indians, or of mixed blood. The
Sunday school has continued iu operation as
heretofore, but with fewer scholars. Sabbath
worship has been conducted as usual, at the
mission room, except during the winter, when
it was held in the garrison. Miss Leach re-
turned to New York June 5, with health im-
proved.

The Indiaus are making some progress in
agriculture, and have planted the past season
besides potatoes, peas, beans and buckwheat.
The mission boys, with the bhelp of Mr. Bing-
ham, have cleared and sowed about two acres
of new land, besides five or six others nearly
prepared for tillage. The following extracts from
Mr. B.’s journal relate some incidents in his

Tours to Indian settlements.

Feb. 27, 1840. Proceeded up the
lake, and reached the mouth of the
Utikwimend river about sunset. Ka-
bawas was the only family here; stay-
ed and preached with them from John
14: 15, 16.

28. After morning prayer had s
serious talk with Kabawas and his
wife. He declared his belief of the
truth and importance of Christianity,

Lmd his own need of it, but did not
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. after the lapse of =0 many years, during which a whole generation of the heathen
bave gone down to the grave and onward to the judgment of God, our utmost
united efforts, with all our array of means and the favoring smiles of Heaven,
have barely availed to kindle up here and there a solitary taper amidst the
surrotnding gloom. Burmah is not yet evangelized. The Karens are but in
part converted to God. Siam, and Arracan, and the millions of China—the
tidings of salvation have scarcely reached their ears. Among every people
and ip every region where we have essayed to plant the standard of the Cross,
our missiouary brethren have been able to effect but little more than to secure
their positions. They are too few to go up and possess the land. Their num-
bers are thinned by disease and death. They call upon the churches who sent
them forth, for reinforcement and succor. Shall they call in vain ?

The Board look forward to the approaching anniversary of the Convention
with mingled solicitude and hope ;—with hope, for we shall greet on that high
day of our solemnities endeared brethren and friends, from the north, from the
south, and from the west, with whom we have often taken sweet counsel, and
of whose affections and confidence, we trust, no disastrous influences shall have
despoiled us, as none will have estranged them from ours ;—with a,olicitu&, Jest by
the unseasonable diversion of our thoughts to irrelevant subjects, the unity
of the design of our confederation be infringed, and the harmony of our
coungels disturbed. We devoutly commend the occasion and all that may
pertain to it, to the disposal of Him who is “wonderful in counsel and excel-
lent in working;” and we entreat our brethren of every place and name,
contributors to our funds and fellow-helpers in Christ, “to strive together
‘with us in their prayers to God,” that He may shed down upon all who shall-
be convened as their representatives on that eventful day the “spirit of love—
and of a sound mind.” . . .

. DANIEL SHARP, President._
BARON STOW, Rec. Sec’y.
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;Rdt'gioua services in Chinese— Helps for
conducting Chinese tworship.

. Nov. 19, 1839. We have to-day
been a little annoyed by a visit from a
iman professing to be one of the king’s
soldiers, with a- feigned request from
Chau F4, that some one of our compa-
;:y repair to his palace to meet thirty

nglishmen. This statement appear-
ed so suspicious, that instead of being
followed by land according to his re-

uest, he was taken in a boat to Chau

‘w’s, where he confessed himself in
league with forty men, some of whom

are in our employ, whose design was
to plunder our houses. - He received a

reasonable chastisement for his impo-
sition, and is left in irons.
Dec. 22. Sabbath, - and with the

-Chinese a feast day called Tang Choie.

Our assembly at morning worship
numbered as many as usual, but in-
cluded several strangers, who listened
with attention and engaged in free
conversation at the close.

Jan. 12, 1840. The cold season is
now impurting to us some new vigor
of body and mind. Ther. to-day at
6 o’'clock, A. M,, 59°, at noon 70°, and
at 6 P. M., 66°.

19. At the bazaar this afternoon we
had an assembly of forty or more Chi-
nese, who listened with apparent in-
terest to the preaching ol’ the word.

26. This morning at the chapel we
read the second chapter of Ephlesians,
which afforded a subject for remark,
-espeiaily Vae fourtn verwe, “.God who
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is rich in mercy,” &c. to which the
audience listened with much attention,
and we hope with some profit. In the
bazuaar this afternoon our assembly
was simaller than usual, about twenty-
five, but the truth seemed to make
some impression upon the minds of
those present.

29. While absent from home this
evening, one of the neighboring Chi-
nese, who is in the habit of attending
our family worship, had brought a
number of his friends to hear the word
of God explained ; but instead of dis-
appointing bis associates by returning
without witnessing the worship of
God, he said that with the aid of the
Holy Spirit he would read and try to
explain a chapter in the bible, which
he did, and then engaged in prayer
and sung a hymn. There were pres-
ent with him some of the domestics of
the family, and one of the members of
the church. We have at times a num-
ber of our neighbors at family worship,
who are probably attracted by the
novelty of the exercise, but who are
thus putting themselves in the way of
becoming savingly acquainted with
Christ.

Feb. 2. This being the close of the
Chinese year, we have endeavored to
make some improvement of the oc-
casion for the benefit of those who
have attended worship during the day.
In the morning the third chapter of
Ephesians was read and explained,
and I endeavored particularly to give
the assembly some idea of the “un-
searchable riches of Christ” alluded
to in the eighth verse. The riches of
Christ and earthly riches in several
particulars were contrasted, and I felt,
while surrounded by a little company
of sincere worshippers of God and in-
quirers after truth, while at the same
time the din of idol worship was
sounding in my ears from without, that
I could comprehend to some extent
the words of the Apostle when he
says, “ Unto me who am less than the
least of all saints is this grace given,
that I should preach among the Gen-
tiles the unsearchable riches of Christ.”

When going this afternoon to our
worship in the bazaar, we passed lines
of tables loaded with a great variety of
provisions and little cups of ardent
spirits arranged in a line of several
dozens in number, all as an offering to
their unknown gods. At the com-
mencement of worship one of the
king’s sons, who is afflicted with mono-
wania but who conducts himself very
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respectfully, entered the room with his
train of attendants, but finding that
services in Chinese were unintelligi-
ble, they soon left without interrupting
our exercises. The firing of crackers
from almost every house in the bazaar
was a serious annoyance at times, but
on the whole we had an interegtin
season ; and the few that remaineﬁ
during the whole service we ho
may be benefitted, and the many who
looked in upon us had an opportunity
of seeing the worship of God contrast-
ed with the idol worship seen at every
other door in the street. We close
the day with a }uiet season of family
worship with a few of the school boys,
who have voluntarily remained with
us since the school ‘'was dismissed for
the vacation.

March 1. Monthly concert. Pres-
ent ten Chinese besides the school-
boys, who listened to an account of
some of the recent revivals in Amer-
ica, including the number baptized at
several different places.” These con-
verts were particularly remembered in
the prayers of the brethren, who also,
after praying for their own country-
men and that the present hostile atti-
tude of the English with the Chinese
might give way to a spirit of peace
and Christian love, offered their de-
sires to God for his blessing upon the
missionary societies now straitened for
want of means to c into effect their
benevolent designs. There were about
forty present at worship in the chapel
this morning, and our little room in
the bazaar was filled.

3. We have to-day heen permitted
to welcome a reinforcement to our
mission circle in the persons of Mr.
and Mrs. Benham of the A.B.C.F. M.,
which is the more gratifying to me
from the fact that we are thus to have
associates in the Chinese department,
and which has for many months been
represented here by myself and Mrs.
Dean.*

15. In consequence of a heavy rain
this morning, an occurrence uncem-
mon at this season, but few have at-
tended worship to-day. At the prayer
meeting the brethren were requested
to make some remarks, when Chek
Hwé said that be had been many years
from his native land and felt himself
to be a “pilgrim.” Chek Heng said
that he daily enjoyed peace of mind
and happiness in the service of God,

o0

* bsequent eutry ions the mo
death of Mr. Beobamn by dxgwoing, Ayt S.. .




We have the more freely suggested
this subject to your notice from the
consideration that the Board can act
only as the almoner of the churches,
and also from the conviction that those
who contribute for the spread of the
gospel wish their charities to be ap-
propriated in that way which may
mnost successfully accomplish the ob-
Jject, while we devoutly pray for a re-
inforcement of missionaries, and that
the blessing of Heaven may rest upon
those by whom they may be sent forth
and sustained in the field.

EXTRACTS FROM A LETTER OF MR. DAV~
ENPORT, DATED BANGKOK, APRIL 11,
1840.

Vieit to Phra Béi—Tracts disiributed.

Some notices of a previous visit to Phra
Bat, or Footstep of Deity, by Mr. Jones, may
be found at p. 257, of our last volume.

Having distributed tracts repeatedly
in various parts of the city and its sub-
urbs, 1 visited Bangplasoi and An-
gheén, where thousands of pages in Si-
amese and Chinese were put into the
bands of numerous applicants. Ihave
recently returned from a visit to Ayu-
thia (the ancient capital of Siam,) and
Phra Bat. The latter place is 50 or
60 miles above Ayuthia, and a place
of yearly resort for multitudes of the
worshippers of Budh. Favored by the
light of the moon, brother Slafter and
myself left home about half past one
o’clock, dnd after ascending the Mé-
nam some 10 or 15 miles, we stopped
opposite to a Peguan temple. HF:re
we distributed some Peguan books.—
During the next 24 hours we passed
a number of Siamese and Peguan vil-
lages. We frequeuntly ohserved among
the latter, persons engaged in brick
making. The precess was pretty much
the same as in America; only instead
of sand they used rice chaff for disen-
gaging the clay from the mould. The
chaff also assisted in more thoronghly
burning the brick. The clay was ob-
tained from the bottom of the river by
diving for it. 'What they succeeded in
grasping with their hands, was placed
in a boat near by. The bricks are af-
terwards brought down to Bangkok
and sold.

On reaching Ayuthia and beholdin
the vast ruins of ancient temples an
crumbling walls, our thoughts reverted
20 the millions by whom tﬁey had been
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then, as now, groping in the gloom of
superstition and under the curse of
God. Where are these multitudes
now '—We stopped here but a few
minutes, concluding to reserve the dis-
tribution of our tracts till our return
from Phra Bat.

We left Ayuthia about 10 o’clock,
A. M, and after passing a number of
villages on the right and left, inhabited
by Siamese, Laos and Peguans, we
reached, about 11 o’clock at night, the
landing spot for passengers to the
place of our destination. Here we
found a multitude of boats of various
descriptions, large and small. Our
men went immediately and engaged
two elephants to take br. Slafter and
myself to the sacred mountain, as the
Siamese regard it. For these we had
to pay 2 salungs 1 fooung each, or
about 373 cents an elephant. We
took with us several thousands of pages
of tracts to distribute on our arrival.

We arrived a little after daylight,
distance about fourteen miles. Assoon
as it was found that we had books for
distribution, and before we had dis-
mounted from the elepbants, we were
surrounded by crowds of applicants.
They soon compelled us, however, to
seek a more quiet retreat. Seeing a
splendid temple before us, situated on
an high eminence of rock, we ascend-
ed by steps cut into the stone or earth,
and entered. This we found to be the
temple of Phra Bat. The floor, per-
haps 14 by 20 feet, was overlaid with
plates of silver about a foot square,
soldered together, which made a pret-
ty emooth floor. About the centre of
this room was the pretended impres-
sion of the sacred foot of Gaudama, oc-
cupying in the rock a space of about
three feet in length, its greatest breadth
being about one foot and a half. It
was below the level of the floor about
a half foot. Around it was built a lit-
tle wall of plaister, extending above the
level of the floor perhaps more than a
foot in height. The sacred yellow
cloth was placed over and around this
wall of plaister. Worshippers who
are able, are in the habit of purchasing
gold leaf and placing it over the im-
print as an act of merit. Others anoint
themselves with holy water, as they
call it. This they obtain from the im-
pression, having been placed there by
the priests. While looking at this folly
and wickedness, I was asked why I did
not worship. I told them I could not

—for 1 worshipped the Lord Jesus

anclosed, and whe worshipped 'm\hem',\ Christ, who 8 e wwve Gaod, and the
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creator of heaven and earth and all
things. While standing on a platform
outside of this temple, a man came to
me and asked why I had come to Phra
Bat? I replied, To distribute books,
and to see the place. He requested
me to go in and worship. I told him
I could not—hecause I worshipped the
Lord Jesus Christ, the true God. He
then took hold of my arm to urge me
in—but finding me not easily led he
let me go, and remarked, “You must
leave the place then.” 1 replied I
would neither worship at Phra Bat,
nor leave the place. He then left me,
apparently very angry and somewhat
alarmed—for I had enquired his name
of the by-standers, as if I intended to
reckon with him hereafter. After he
was gone, I deliberately left the prem-
ises.

It being evident that there were
some very worthless characters at this
place, who would do us injury if they
had opportunity, and as our books
were all disposed of, we now conclud-
ed to return. We sent to procure
elephants or some other conveyance,
but they were all engaged, and we
determined to walk back. It was now
about nine o’clock, A. M.

Soon after we reached our boat, a
battle with brickbats and other missiles
commenced hetween two native boats.
The blood was flowing from the head
of one of the party. They were, I
believe, all Siamese. One of them
came to us afterwards for medicihe for
the wounded person, which I was en-
abled to give.

We stopped at a number of villages‘

before we reached Ayuthia, at which
and the latter place we made a liberal
distribution of Siamese tracts. We
also distributed a number of Chinese
books at Ayuthia. Proceeding thence,
we came to a number of Peguan vil-
lages, where we could do nothing but
hand them the tracts, not being able
to utter a sentence of their langnage.
The largest of these, called Sam Kok,
was perhaps a mile and a half or two
miles in length, but mostly situated
along the banks of the river. This it-
self was an interesting field for mis-
sionary exertion, containing perhaps
five or six thousand inhabitants. When
will these multitudes learn to sing of
redeeming mercy! Onreaching home
we found our friends blessed with
usual mercies.

During the whole trip we distributed
probably not less than 170,000 pages.
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Ottawas in Michigan :—Letter of Mr. Slater.

Pray with us that the Lord may water
the seed thus cast abroad, and that the
name of Christ may be glorified by
these humble efforts.

Sttawas (n FMichigan.

EXTRACTS FROM A LETTER OF MR.
SLATER, DATED OTTAWA COLONY,
SEPT. 15, 1840.

In the annual report of this mission, Mr.
Slater gives the following particulars relative
to the

Number and temporal improvement of the
Ottawas.

The colony consists of 26 families
containing more than 100 souls. The
attention of the natives has been in-
creasingly directed to agriculture, and
of some to mechanical pursuits, for a
livelihood. They have raised the pres-
ent season beautiful crops of corn, po-
tatoes, pumpkins, beans, and some
wheat : they also raise horses, hogs
and chickens. They have raised a
sufficient supply of vegetables for their
consumption for the season. They
have one yoke of oxen, owned in part
by them, with which with the assist-
ance of their horses they have plough-
ed their fields. Most of the natives
dwell in comfortable log houses, six of
which have been erected the present
season. They are anxious to possess
cows and sheep. :

The number of persons who have
been employed at the colony the past
year is three, viz: L. Slater, Mrs.
Slater, teachers; Norman Patterson,
farmer.

The school has been uninterrupted
in its operations by sickness as in past
seasons. The larger children have
been confined to labor with their pa-
rents on the farm. The smaller chil-
dren have attended too inconstantly to
make rapid progress. The number on
the school list of the winter and sum-
mer quarters is twenty-five; all of
whom, with the exception of four, are
of pure Indian blood. A young man
of promise entered the last quarter,
who came expressly to attend the
school, over fifty miles.

During the last winter most of the
natives were absent in hunting, to ob-
tain meat and furs, the latter to ex-
change for clothing. After sugar-
making they returned for the season.
They commenced their spring waork



