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THE WORK OF A MISSIONARY.

ExTRACTS FROM AN ADDRESS BY Riv. |
Joux 'T'avLor Jongs, o THR Siam
Missiox, delivered before the Society of |
Inquiry, in Newcton
tuliony at their late Anniversary.

We are indebted to the kindness of Mr. Joues
for a copy of the above address, with liberty
to make such selections from it as are suited to
the columns of vur Magazine. We give below .
such extracls as we are able to make for our
present number.

The sentiments contained in this address are
important, and, of themselves, worthy of con-
sideration ; but they possess an additional in-
terest from the fact, that the author has been,
for a munber of vears, an actval laborer in the
missionary field. It embodies, on the subjects
prescuted, the results of experience, of personal
ohxervation, and of mature reflection. It ex- !
presses the views and fecliugs of one who is

heological Inst- ’

to every creature”—* baptizing them
in the name of the Father aud of the
Sonand of the Holy Glhiost”—“ teaching
them to observe all things whatsoever
I bave commanded you.” The execu-
tion of thia commission involves many
particulars.

Itinvolves, first, a knowledge of whatev-
er the Savior laught. 'T'his mnay scem a
truism too simple to be dwelt on here;
butitis not so. It lies at the foundation
of all right conception of the missiona-
ry’s work. That work requires that he
should teach, and consequently, should
understand—not what men have taught,
but what Christ taught. Wewould not
confine thisto what Christ taught orally
to hisdisciples,but would regard itasin-
cluding also what he taught by his Spi-
rit, who, be promised, should “ guide
them into all truth ;” but it does not in-

i clude all the explavations of it, which

men have since given, or all the creeds,

able to say, *I bave tried the missionary work,  which men have built upon it. lle
and found it such as I have described it. 1| that hath a dream, or a speculation, let

bave felt the uced of such qualifications as I him tell his dream or his speculation,

have specified. I feel the urgeucy of it, and
stand ready to resume it as soon as God, in his
providence, shall open the way.”

The address is divided into three general
beads.

Ist.  The nature and extent of the swork.

2d. The qualifications necessary for its gwe-
censful prosecution.

3d. The demand for missionary labor,

L THE NATURE AND EXTENT oOF
THE WoRk. This is taught us by the
comnission of our divine Redeemer.
When he had finizhed the work which
was given him, had expired on the
cross, submitted to the temporary do-
minion of the grave and risen from it
in triumph, he laid this solemn injunc-
tion upon his disciples,—“Go ye into
all the world aund preach the gospel

YOL, XXI. 1

but let him not put either of these into

the place of the gospel of Christ. In so

! doing, he puts in jeopardy bis own

" usefulness, and the souls of men, as

well as the general interests of Chris-

tianity.

The prosecution of the missionary

work involves, secondly, a thorough

k of the in which

. truth is to be conveyed to the pagan

, nations. Some knowledge of such

i language is generally presupposed ;

but I add, it must be thorough—fun-
! damental. Much important truth may-
"be conveyed where this knowledgo

is ouly partial; but it will, in such

cases, he so commingled with error

and misrepresentation, as almost to

neutralize its effect, or lose its char.

racter of truth altogether. One impor-

-
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tant part of communicating truth, con-
sists in so stating it, that it shall not
be misunderstood.

God has mercifully employed hu-
man language as a medium for con-
veying truth to the humauv mind. That
language missionaries must employ.
To use any weapon adroitly and suc-
cessfully, requires great familinrity.
Such a familiarity with a beathen lan-
guage as will render a missionary sure,
when he uses it, that he utters truth in
it, or at any rate, his impressions of
truth,—cannot be acquired without
protracted and painful effort, nor with
out the lapse of years. The idea must
never be indulged, that a missionary
can soon acquire a sufficient know-
ledge of the language, to convey his
ideas to a teacher, so that that teach-
er may safely be left to convey the
missionary’s meaning to others. If he
does know enough of the language to
convey his meaning to his teacher with
certainty, then he can also convey it to
others, and needs not the intervention
of a teacher. The missionary must,
in short, be a perfect master of the
language himself; then, and then only,
can he successfully communicate the
truth by it. No confidence whatever
can be placed in books written after
a year’s study, or in accounts of preach-
ing after one or two years’ study.
Some truth may be indeed conveyed
by them ; but so much error or imper-
fection will be mingled with it, that
little or no good can be anticipated in
the result. Truth, like nitric acid and
many other chemical agents, is power-
ful when uncombined and free, but
may he so diluted and commingled,
that all its native activity shall be lost.
These remarks are almost equally ap-
plicable, whether truth is to be cou-
veyed orally, or by written books; but
as books are permanent, and are likely
to make an impression on more minds,
it is e=pecially necessary that they be
prepared only by those who are thor-
ough adepts in the language in which
they are written,

‘he prosecution of the missionary
work involves, thirdly, a due r
to adaptation in the mode "I,[ commu-
nicating religious truth. he great
object of the primitive apostles was
to persuade all men to be reconcil-
ed to God through our Lord Jesus
Christ. Such should be the object
of ull propagators of the Christian
fuith. The methods they took to ac-
complish this were various, and doubt-
Jess would have been more varied,

had they been brought into contact
with all the duitrent shapes and pha-
ses which buman society now as-
sumes; or had they been placed in the
circumstances in which modern mis-
sionaries often are. Some classes of
people are naturally, or by habit,
thoughtful and speculative ; others ar-
dent and imaginative. In some instan-
ces the language of the heathen has
never been written—in others, there is
an extensive literature already formed.
These circumstances will reuder dif-
ferent methods necessary for convey-
ing instruction to the mind. I know
it may be urged that Christian truth is
always the same. True; but it does
not hence follow that the mode of

-communicating it should be always

the samme. Peter preached the truth
to the Jews and strangers on the day
of Pentecost, and Paul preached the
same, to the Athenians, in the court of
Areopagus ; but their manner of doing
it was very different in the two cases.
This was doubtless a part of the quali-
fication which rendered them success-
ful in “ winning souls.” So must the
missionary be wise in adapting him-
self, and the tuth he utters, to the
condition and circumstances of those
whotn he would instruct.

A successful prosecution of missiona-
ry labor requires, fourthly, greater re-
gard than is vsually had, to division of
lubor. Should a man, about to build a
bouse, cut his own timber, saw his
own boards, make his own nails, be
his own mason, painter and glazier,
would he be deemed wise, or would
his work be likely to be well done?
When he could procure tools already
made, would it be judicious for him to
delay his work till he could make some
that suited him better? Now, I fear
that this is the way in which most liv-
ing missionaries have been compelled
to labor in building the Lord’s spiritu-
al housc. They have generally been
obliged to build, or superintend the
building of their own houses, chapels,
school houses, printing offices,—often
to be t¥pe cutters, type fouunders, su-
perintendents of printing offices, proof’
readers,—school teachers or superin-
tendents, translators, tract writers, ex-
plorers,—journal writers for home pe-
riodicals,—preachers and pastors—and
in addition to all this, to maintain their
correspondence with the Board which
sustains themwn, and with their relatives
and a nuwerous circle of friends.  In
addition to these duties, some-dre also
called to practise medicine,To enter-
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tain strangers, to preach to Europeans,
assist them, now in sickness, or aid in
their funeral services. All these things
frequently come upon a siugle indi-
vidual, though not, it is true, at the
same time. gNow the average tiine of
a missionary’s life is less than ten
years,—perhaps less than eight,—and
four or five of these must ordinari-
ly be required for learning the lan-
guage. Under such disadvantages, how
much can any single missionary be ex-
pected to effect towards the erection
of the Lord’s house? His strength
must be spent and his energies nearly
exhausted in collecting the materials.
Considering the fact that most mis-
sionaries to the heathen must acquire
a new and difficult language before
they can do any thing directly in their
great work, is it not evident that they
must have some one definite depart-
ment in which to labor, in order that
they may be successful? Is it not de-
sirable, then—nay, necessary, that this
work should be divided, and each man
have his particular share assigned him.
But how can this be done ? difficult
question, truly, while missionaries are
so deplorably few, and those few are
still encompassed with imperfection ?

IL QuaviricaTiONs for this work.
And

lst, I mention simplicity of mind.
I use this term not as indicating weak-
ness, but rather as referring to ingenu-
ousness in the adoption and statement
of truth. It is only such a mind that
will receive the truth,—Christian truth,
“in the love of it ;” and such alone will
feel a proper interest in communica-
ting it to others. A simple mind will
rest satisfied with the truth as God has
revealed it, and with the institutions
which the gospel enjoins, and will not
entangle itself with human systems and
feel bound to make them its standards.
This is mischievous enough any where,
but in missionary labor it is one of the
direst calamities that can happen. Let,
then, all who aspire to teach the gos-
pel of Christ to the nations, diligently
cultivate simplicity of heart.

2d. Energy of character. Asan il-
lustration of this characteristic, 1 would
mention Paul. Though distinguished
by the most touching simplicity of mind,
he was sustained in his arduous enter-
prize by a dauntless courage, an ear-
nestness of purpose which would suf-
fer no obstacle to impede him in his
career. He moved right onward. He
knew his cause was good, because it
was the cause of —it would tri-

umph, because His promise was un-
questionable. Difficulties, instead of
being a discouragement, were a stimu-
lus to augmented effort. And success
marked his path.

When the work which a missionary
has to perform is duly weighed, the
necessity for the most untiring energy
will be readily perceived. Where this
quality does not exist, the multiplied
labors, the exhausting studies, the de-
bilitating climate, the perverseness of
heathen character, will discourage all
enterprize. But this characteristic is
wholly diverse from mere recklessness
in “ going ahead.” It must be a sober
and cultivated quality. It consists
mainly in a firm adherence to well
formed purpose, and will enable its
possessor to urge his way onward, sur-
mounting obstacles, and overcoming
difficulties, until his efforts are crown-
ed with complete success. It does not
disregard divine aid, but humbly rely-
ing upon it,—because God has protm-
ised it,—it courageously bids moun-
tains sink and valleys rise—bids light
to shine and darkness flee away—and
its bidding is accomplished. It im-
plies action, but well directed action ; not,
simply,—to use a borrowed figure,—
the ability to “ strike hard, but the ac-
quired skill, to know 1ohere to strike
and how to hit.” It is this, which will
carry a man through his enterprize.

3d. 4 thorough acquaintance with hu-
man characler. A man may be ever so
pious, ever so liberal, ever so learued,
and yet fail to be a good missionary.
Unless he possess that tact which en-
ables him to distinguish differences of
character in men, he will never adapt
his measures to their circumstances,
and his efforts, being ill directed, will
be fruitless. Many men of t ener-
gy have labored diligently, have made
stupendous efforts, and yet their labors
were all lost, from want of being well
directed. “Every man should have
his portion in due season.”

4th. JAn aptness for acquiring lan-
guage. Language, for missionary pur-
poses, must be acquired in a different
and in a more thorough manner than
for any other purpose. 1 do not deny
that & man who bas po uncommon
tact, if he have iron diligence, and great
energy of resolve, may acquire a good
koowledge of a foreign and pagan
tongue ; but it will require more time,
and be an exceedingly discouraging
enterprize. It is, at hest, a laborious
undertaking, and all who have made
the experiment have learned that they
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ure proue to estimate their progress as | and their happiness, yea, and their use-
greater, afier two years’ study, than af- | fulness too, will be greatly increased.
ter five; and yet 1 hesitate not to aver, | Il Tue vrerscy of the work, of
that very little good has heen done by | the immediate necessity of its being
a knowledge acquired in less than five ' done. 1ere 1 inight go to first princi-
Yeurs, unless in cases where there was | ples, and suy that the Suvior gave his
special lact for it. The castern lan-"t disciples a work to do; that work is
guages are coustructed on principles | not done—the command is unfulfil-
50 diverse from those of the western, | led—Ilis authority is acknowledged—
that it is uo slight task to make them | His word is definite and intelligible—
as familiar as one's native tongue ; aud | it cannot be misunderstood. He lms.
yet this must be doue before religious | himself said, “ Ye are my disciples it
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truth can be successfully conveyed to
the native mind.  Hords in any lan-
guage may be easily learned by one
who has a good memory, but idiom and
tone are not readily mastered. A man
who is negligent in regard to the use
of his own language—who pronounces
badly, uses vulgarisins, or forced and
strained coustructions, will never suc-
ceed well in the use of u foreign tougue.
Let him not attempt it. He will blun-

‘ ye do whatsoever 1 command you”—
| and yet, this great command is not ful-
“filled, In what aspect do these truths
, present the great mass of the profes-
- sors of Christianity ? All who receive
i the Christian fuith regard it us invalu-
i uble, even if viewed only in its civil
! and social benefits,—unspeakably pre-

cious, as proffering eternal salvation !

They know its benefits may be us great

to others as to themselves. Philan-

der, be misunderstood, and greatly em- | thropy and benevolence, then, should
barrass himself” and his aseociates by | prompt them to diffuse it ubrond. The
representations which they will be i means of this are at their command.

obliged to correct,

Sth. A spirit of humilily and of
prayer. I mention these together, not
because they are not worthy of separate
consideration, but for the sake of bre-
vity. Humility is needed that the mis-
sionary may be willing to be any thing,
that he may, “ by all means, save some.”
The humble man will perceive that
there are many things to be done be-
fore truth can triumph in our world,
and will be willing to do any of them.
He shirinks from nothing but guilt,—is
ashamed of nothing but sin.
this spirit prevails, none will decline
any post in which he can be useful;
nor will he think he can be usetul on-

ly in some of the, so called, higher de- ;

partments of labor. He will not say,
if' I cannot be the head, I will renounce

all connection with the body, but will .

rather say, I will occupy the place as-

signed me and will magunify my oflice, ;

whatever it may be.

Further, he wust be prayerful. Does

any oue need wisdom, to direct his
plans,—strength, to execute them,—
suecess, to erown them ;—*“let himn
ask of God who giveth to all liberally.”
Prayer tukes hold of the omnipotence
of God, and in some sense subjects it
to the control of mnortals, and thus be-

comes the most powerful of all wea- .

pons for the destruction of Satnw’s
empire. And when missionaries are
as humble and prayerful as they oughit
to be, and as the exigency demands,
their trinls will be greatly alleviated,

Where .

The wealth wasted in extravagant and
useless expenditure, or hoarded by av-
|nrico, would suflice for this object.
i How, then, can they account for it to
the great Head of the church, whom
! they profess to love and serve, that his
command is wpot fulfiled? Account
for it they must, and will it notbe a
: fearful reckoning? But 1 derive an
I argumient for the urgency of the work,
from the fact that it is already begun.
Mauny hundreds of the dearest and
most devoted members of the family
of Christ, have gone forth to the eu-
terprise. They have given themselves
to the work, amidat many privations;
they have labored long, have strug-
gled hard, have accomplished much
preparutory labor. They have a claim
on the synpathy and encouragement
of all the fumily. The most effective
sympathy, the most substantinl encour-
agement which they desire is cooperu-
- tion. In some instances, they have ac-
quired a new and distinct lauguage,
and prepared facilities by which others
iy acquire it, and proclaim salvation
init. They know that they shall soou
die.  They ask that their brethren
would come, and avail themselves of’
thase facilities, that all their efforts
may ot be lost.  They have labored
tor Christ—und they cannot hear the
" thought that that lubor should be whol-
| ly unavailing. Some have gone fur-
. ther. laving acquired the langunge,
they have translated portions of the
Scriptures.  They are counscious that

i
|
i
|
!
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these, like all first attemipts, are yet !
imperfect. ‘They know the frailty ol
huan lite.  They feel deeply anxious |
that their labors should be perfected !
and rendered available to the conver- |
sion of sinners, and the Redeemer’s !
praise—that the best eflorts of their |
lives—their holiest endeavors, should
not be thwarted, and heunce they beg
hat the enterprise should be prosecut-
ed. Shall their plea be disregarded ?
Sball those whose souls are touched
with a Savior's love, say to their
brethren, laboring under such circum-
stances, “ Brethren, your work is a
good one—we admire your enterprise
—but we cannot help you. ’'Tis true
the Savior requires all to be devoted to
Him—hut our friends claim us too—lit-
erary distinctions await us here—we
feel an iuterest in your cause, but we
cannot join you? .,

But some have gone further still.
Having mastered the langunge, and
being provided with Christian books,
they have labored directly for the
conversion of the heathen. They have
established schools—have taught many
the principles of our holy faith—they
have sown much seed—it is beginning
to spring up. They see death hasten-
iug on them through the influence of
wultiplied cares and a debilitatingcli-
mate ; and they call for some of their
brethren to come and water the seed
they have sown,and gather the harvest
they have been maturing, and shall
their prayer be unheeded? God hus
blest the iustrumentality of some—
souls have been converted,—gathered
into a church. They are true disci-
Eles, but weak in faith and weak in

nowledge. The missionary is has-
tening to the grave. lle would de-
scend to it in peace, if, as he goes
down the dark valley, he could see
some devoted brother standing by,
ready to guard and guide the little
tlock he hus gathered. He has long
prayed that God would send forth more
Iaborers into his vineyard. Those la-
borers have been raised up, but they
will go into other vineyurds without
asking God where He would have them
work. The missionary dies—he las
no successor. Yeurs elapse—the little
flock, feeble in number and in influ-
ence, follow him to heaven. His works
follow hiin, but there are none to fol-
low his works. Issuch a process hon-
orable to the professed followers of
the Lamb? Does it comport with
their professed attachment to his cause,

or their professcd willingness to obey

5

Him? That the enterprize is begun,
vequires that it should be prosecuted,
and prosecuted with vigor,—or the
shame of having begun to build and
not being able to finish, must come on
the Christian churches. .

I derive another argnment for its
urgency, from the state of the heathen
nations. There is commotion umouny
them—changes, great chauges are
taking place. Mind which has slumn-
bered for ages is waking up. The in-
tercourse of Christian nations with
thein is becoming common. Facili-
ties for intercommunication for purpo-
ses of trade, and by mecans of steam
navigation, will increase. That inter-
course will enlighten them to sec the
folly of their superstitions. Those sn-
perstitions arc losing their influence
more or less every year. Multitudes,
who ten years ago had strong faith in
Mohammed, or Brahmna, or Budh, have
grown skeptics, or rcnounced their
creeds altogether.  Shall no substitute
be given them? They are still in
darkness—gross darkuness covers the
people. And, '

‘“ Shall we whose minds are lighted,
With wisdom from on high,—
Shall we, to souls benighted,
The lamp of life deny 1"

Neither Mohammedism, nor Brahinan-
ismn, nor Budhism, nor any of all the
forins of paganism, profters forgiveness
to any of its votaries. All men know
that they are sinners—all long for sal-
vation !

These nations are bastening to the
grave,—thousands die daily,—mnillions
every year. Whatever is done for them
must he done quickly. While we de-
liberate,—while we speak, multitudes
are sinking in the agonies of death,
having never heard the Savior’s name.
Though we go with our utinost speed,
before we can reach them multitudes
will be past our aid. Is not the work
then wgent ? .

But it is not a hopeless enterprize.
Tt is one in which success is sure. It
mmay not be so near at hand as many
would hope, or as all would anxiously
desire—Dbut it is beyond the possibility
of a doubt. The promise and the oath
of God ensure it—* As truly as I live,
ull the earth shall be filled with the
glovy of the Lord.” * Every knee shall
bow ; every tongue shall confess that
Jesus is Lord to the glory of God the
Father.” Urged then by the divine
command, and by the appeals of our
brethireny and by the unuttered though
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MEETING OF THE GENERAL CONVENTION.

The Baptist General Convention for Foreign Missions will hold their tenth
triennial meeting in the meeting-house of the 1st Baptist Church in Baltimore,
Maryland, on the last Wednesday (28th) in April next, at 10 o’clock, A. M.
The Rev. Richard Fuller, of Beaufort, S. C,, is appointed to preach the sermon ;

the Rev. S. W. Lynd, of Cincinnati, O., to be his alternate.

Baptist Missionary Rooms, g
January 15, 1841.

{77 According to the 1st article of the By-Laws of the Convention, as
amended at the triennial meeting of 1838, such individuals and religious bodies
as were then represented, are entitled to seats in the next Convention, by the con-
tribution of 2100 annually, or the payment of $300 at oue or more payments,
to its funds for each seat or representation ; but individuals, or religious bodies,
of the Baptist denomination, not heretofore members of the Convention, will
become entitled to a seat or representation at the next ineeting on the payment

each of $100.

Entelligence.

Siam. Departure of Missionaries.—The
Rev. J. T. Jones, of the Siam Mission, and
Mrs. Judith Leavitt Jones, late of Meredith

Village, N. H., took passage for Bangkok, via
Bataria, in the ship Dalmatia, Capt. Beal, on
the 12%th of Janvary. Mr. Jones, it is known to
most of our readers, arrived in this country in
May last, and during his short sojourn among
us, bas visited many of our literary and theo-
logical institutions, with the hope of obtaining
ome or more brethren to accompany him on his
retarn ; and has also made numerous addresses
n many parts of New England and the Middle
States, with a view to increase the general in-
terest in the cause of Foreign Missions. We
trust that his appeals have not been without
effect ; and that their influence will be seen in
the increased liberality of our pecuniary con-
tributions and the fervency of our prayers ; and
that, although no brother has been found ready
to return ith him, he may eventually have the
pleasure of welcoming some, who have nearly
completed their course of preparation, and

whose attention has been directed to the claims | F.

of missions on their personal services by his
representations and his example.

Fuxps.—The Treasurer received, a few days
since, from two esteemed friends in A——, N.
Y., a note, referring to the appeal of the Board
in the last number of the Magazine, and ex-
pressing their regret at the necessity which oc-
casioned it. The note enclosed two checks,
one for §50, and the other for §25, with which
the writers offer their “earnest prayers that

the Lord would open the hearts of his people
to return into his treasury a part of what he has
committed to their charge.” If all—even of
those who feel it their duty to give some-
thing to the missionary cause, would act with
equal promptness, and in a like spirit of liberal-
ity, there would not soon be a necessity for such
another appeal.

—_— e re——

Aetters anv Pournals

FROM EASTERN MISSIONS.

ARRACAN.—E. L. Abbott, j. March 17—
May 11, 1840, March 26, April 1, May 19,
G. 8. Comstock, j. Oct. 20, 1839—March 30,
1840, April 16. . Kincaid, Jan. 1, 20, 1840,
April11. L. Stilson, March 30, (2.) A'sa’m.—
C. Barker, Nov. 25, 1839. j. March 2, 1840—
May 25, July 21. M. Bronson, j. Dec. 20,
1839—Jan. 25,1840, April 1, (2,) July 10. N,
Brown. j. Jan. 1, 1840—March 31, Feb. 15,
May 25.  O. T Cutter,Feb. 28, March 2, Ma
26. Burmaw.—D. L. Brayton, Dec. 31, 183&
Jan. 21,1840, April 18, May 4,18. H. Howard,
Sec., May, 1840. J. M. Haswell, March 10,
April 23.° A. Judson, March 31. ' L. Ingalls,
Jan. 9,j Sept. 24—March 6, 1840, May 11,12,

. Mason, j. Dec. 3—23, 1839, May 9, 1840,
8. M. Usgood, March 18, April 3,28. E. A.
Stevens, April 1, 3—May 23, June 5. J. H,
Vinton, March 17. J. Wade, May 12. Si-
aMm.—R. D. Davenport, Feb. 25, April 11.
W. Dean, j. Nov. 16, 1839—Feb. 3,7, j. March
1—April 9, 14. J. Goddard, April 8, Qct. 16.
CuiNa.—J. L. Shuck, j. Jan. 1840, May 20,
22,28, June 23. Mrs. 8., June 23, %4. " Tk-
L006G008.—S. Van Husen, March 16. WgsT
AfRrica.—I Clarke, j. Jan. 9—May 19, June
1—Aug. 18, Oct. 17." W. G. Crocker, Sept.
4, Oct. 16. Fraxce.—E. Willard, June g‘l,
Sept. 2. 12, 30, Oct. 2,Nov. 4 GERMANY.—
J. G. Oncken,July 25,31, Sept.23. GrxEcE.
—H. T. Love, Oct. 8,9, Nov. 14.
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risen to an importance and elevation,
far above their present condition—the
uncommonly kind and favorable re-
gard which the people manifest toward
our plans and operations, as well as
the numerous friends and donors that
have been so unexpectedly raised up
for us—all demand our gratitude, our
most vigorous exertions, our most fer-
vent prayers. Methinks I see the day-
star of promise rising upon this hither-
to unknown people, each village with
its temple for the worship of God, fill-
ed from Sabbath to Sabbath with the
sweet incense of praise. Methinks I
see in our little school, talents and en-
ergies that the Savior will consecrate
to himself—who are to become “ migh-
through God to the pulling down of
e strong holds of Satan.” Methinks
I see the wilderness budding and
blossoming as the rose,” being watered
by the gentle dews of the divine spirit.
O whose heart beats pot to engage in
the glorious enterprise ? In it, who is
not willing to spend his life, his all ?

—

Sfam.

EXTRACTS FROM A LETTER OF MR. DEAN,
DATED BANGKOEK, MAY 24, 1840.

Candidates for baptism— Distribution of
tracts— ris concerning the English
expedition.

We have to-day enjoyed an interest-
ing season, in examining five Chinese
as candidates for baptism. The evi-
dence of their conversion was very
satisfactory and it is expected they will
be baptized next Sabbath. One, an
old man of sixty-four, cast away his
idols eight yearsago; he hassince been
in the daily habit of worshipping God,
and for a long while has attended our
religious meetinge ; the remaining fonr
received their first religious knowledge
during the last two years. They ap-

ear to be men on whom we can place
dependence, and we fondly hope they
may prove a valuable addition to the
little church. During the examination,
the old members manifested a lively
interest, and by their efforts remninded
us of tire injunction, “ Go out into the
highways—and compel them to come
in” Some others have desired bap-
tism, and some of the older members
of the school manifest an encouraging
state of feeling on the subject of Chris-
tianity.

Religious worship at our dwelling
and at the chapel is well attended, and
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the meeting in the bazaar is continued,
though I bave for the last few weeks
been unable to attend. The exercises
are conducted by Kesk-Cheng, and I
now have the prospect of soon resum-
ing my attendance.

96th. There are now in the river
thirty or forty small junks, from Chan-
tibun, Ban-pla-soi, Pak-lew, Ang-hin,
Ta-chin, Song-cla, etc., which we are
daily visiting and furnishing with
books. The men on board are gen-
erally ready to enter into conversation
on the subject of Christianity. There
are from five to fifteen men on each of
these country junks. There are also
at the present time, eighty or a hun-
dred smaller boats loaded with cotton,
dye-wood, pepper, &c., from different
parts of the country. Many of these
are manned by Chinese, and afford a
good opportunity for tract distribu-
tion—especially as there is just now a
suspension of business, to a_great ex-
tent, throughout the city, in conse-
quence of the plays and lotteries of
the people, and the fears of govern-
ment, in relation to the present move-
ments of the English against China.
However groundless their apprehen-
sions may be, they are ready to listen
to a thousand reports in circulation
relative to the safety of their kingdom.
Some say that the lish are coming
directly here instead oggoing to China;
some, that the English and Cochin-
Chinese are leagued together against
the Siamese ; and others, that England
and America have combined their for-
ces and are coming to take Siam!
Other reports equally ludicrous with
these, gain credence even with the no-
bility. The king and his princes, hav-
ing junks designed for the Chinese
trade, refuse to send them now, in
consequence of the state of affairs be-
tween the English and the Chinese.

Baptism— Inquirers—Monthly concert—

Call for more missionaries.

31st. We have to-day enjoyed the
pleasure of receiving by baptism and
the hand of Christian fellowship, four
Chinese, as members of the church.
The scason at the water was one of
much interest. In company with the
church and missionary friends, a large
concourse of Chinese assembled as
spectators, and after a respectful atten-
tion to the ordinance as it was admin-
istered, listened with apparent interest
to a brief statement of the origin and
design of the institution. Some ap-
peared as if they had never before
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heard of the folly of worshipping idols,
and the necessity of believing in Jesus
Christ as the only Savior of sinful men.
They followed us from the water to
the house, where our teacher furnish-
ed them with tracts and added some
exhortations. After this the church
assembled, and the brethren lately
baptized, received the right hand of
fellowship. The season was one of
interest to us all on account of the pre-
sence of the Holy Spirit. Our little
church now numbers more than the
company of the Savior’s primitive dis-
ciples, and we pray that primitive
piety and zeal may characterize them
all. This evening, after family wor-
ship, a Chinese who has lived in our
family about two years, lingered about
the door till others had retired, when
he stated that he had long seen the
impropriety of worshipping idols, but
felt that it was of no use for him to
profess Christianity by an obeervance
of its external forms, without his heart
was inwardly reformed. He further
stated that what he had seen and heard
to-day had made him fcel as he had
never done before,and wished to know
if it were consistent for such a poor
sinner as he was, to be received by
baptism to the communion of the
church. The apparent sincerity and
feeling with which this man made his
inquiries, led us to think that in truth
the spirit of the Lord was among us.
Others are inquiring on the subject.

June 1st. At the monthly concert
for prayer to-day, we enjoyed the soci-
ety of brethren Peet and French with
their wives, who have just arrived here
as missionaries of the A.B. C. F. M.
We enjoyed also the presence of Him
to whoin we made supplication for the
salvation of a lost world. We have
reason to praise God for his great
goodness in affording us such meas-
ures of joy and success in our work.
We serve a gracious and glorious Mas-
ter.

8th. This evening one of our Chi-
nese domestics engaged in prayer (for
the first time in our society) in a very
simnple, appropriate and spiritual man-
ner. We hope he is taught by the
spirit of God.

We beg permission here to renew
our request for more laborers for the
Chinese in this place. “The harvest
is great, but the lahorers are few,”
and we ask the prayers of the Board,
in union with all our Christian friends,
that the Lord would send forth tnore
laborers into this field.
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A letter of later date, August 8, has been re-
ceived from Mr. Dean. In reference to the
effect of some measures of retrenchment, in the
general expenses of the missions, which the
Board had felt themselves compelled to adopt,
in q of the eshausted state of the
treasury, he thus writes—

The last news we received from the
Board has sent some of the Chinese
boys away from our school. To
prevent a further reduction, and to se-
cure means for the support of the
school till we may hear again from the
Board, we have to-day circulated a
subscription paper among those who
have ever shown themselves our
friends, and have secured pledges for
about two hundred ticals.* Sixty ticals
were subscribed by Prince Chau Fah,
and eighty by Robert Hunter, Esq.
The remainder was made up by ship
officers, and other gentlemen in the
place, excepting eight ticals from the
wife of Chau Fah. The interest thus
manifested in our work hy those around
us, is very encouraging to our hearts,
and, considering the very small num-
ber of persons in this place who are
prepared to appreciate the benefits of
education, it reflects much honor upon
their liberality.

ing characiers—Treatment of books
and tracts by the Siamese.

Aug. 9. The usual exercises of the
Sabbath have been well attended to-
day, and there was discoverable a more
encouraging state of feeling on the
part of some who officiated in the
services. One young man, formerly in
our employ as a printer, and long ac-
quainted with the truths of the gospel,
but of a very proud and haughty dispo-
sition, took a part in our prayer meet-
ing with manifest humility and inter-
est. The change so far, is a happy
one,—its character and results remain
to be proved. 'The teacher of the
school has also manifested a decided
change of feeling, and exhibits some
marks of true conversion to Christs
but he has only for a short time known
any thing of the gospel, and his Chris-
tian character—if indeed such he has
—is yet immature.

10. Mr. and Mrs. Slafter have just
gone to the bar for the health of the
latter ; we hope in a few days to see
her restored to health and to her em-
ployments. The other members of
the mission are in usual health.

® The tical is about sixty cents.
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11. As usual, a number of persons
bave called during the day for books,
and among the rest, a company of five
or six Siamese priests. After receiv-
ing each a book, they walked down to
the banks of the river before our houses
and commenced tearing the books in
pieces, and trampling them under their
feet. They then walked through the
ship yard, scatterinf the leaves of the
tracts after them, till all were expend-
ed. We are credibly informed that
our tracts are torn and scattered along
the way through the bazaar daily.
Many books have been circulated
among the Siamese, and much know-
ledge of Christianity, by this and other
means, has been communicated to the

ople, but we are not aware “that an
individual of the nation has, while re-
siding in the ceuntry, given evidence
of piety. The circumstance alluded to
above is perbaps oné of as much en-
couragement as any which bas come
to our knowledge, since it manifests a
decided feeling on the subject, though
it be one of hestility to the truth.

The opium trade—War with Cochin
China—Character of the natives.

12. We have learned to-day thata
quantity of opium has been found in
the hands of a Chinese, who had just
purchased it fromm the naquodah of
one of the Bombay ships now in the
river. What will be the result to the
persons concerned, is not yet deter-
mined, but this much is evident, that
the severity of the penalties now en-
forced upon the natives who violate
the law in the purchase or use of opi-
um, does not prevent its importation ;
and itis equally evident, that while the
authorities are imposed upon by smug-
glers, they in return, inflict punish-
ment upon the innocent with the guilty.
Daily we hear of persons being appre-
hended who are as free from guilt in
this matter, as any of his majesty’s sub-
jects.

13. It is now reported that the
Prah Klang, with a force of 5000 men,
is going to war with the Cochin Chi-
nese. Chau Kun-Bre-Din, a Siamese
officer of high rank, has already gone,
and bas sent back for aid. The Cal-
edonia, one of the Siamese vessels
built in European style, is taking on
board guns for the expedition. From
present appearances it would be some-
what remarkable if a long time should
pass without witnessing some revolu-
tion in the government of Siam. The
Chinese, by far the greatest portion of
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the inhabitants in this city, are remind -
ed of a long series of what they call
oppressions, by the triennial tax of
four ticals, which they have this month
to pay, or go tu prison—not a comfort-
able place in this country.

15. A circumstance occurred a day
or two since which may illustrate the
character of the people with whom we
live, and show the present state of
things in this place. One of our mis-
sionary friends sent his servant out
with eight or ten ticals, to purchase
some necessaries for family use, when
he repaired to a gambling house, and
spent the mouey. He returned at night
with the report that he bad been taken
up by the government officers, on the
pretext that he was an opium dealer,
and that he could be released on no
other condition than that of paying all
the money he had with him. Seiz-
ures for epium dealing are so frequent
about the city at this time, that his
employer was led for the present to
believe the report, and to join in con-
gratulating the poor man on his fortu-
nate escape from prison. 1t has since
appeared that he well deserved the
prison for his imposition upon his con-
fiding employer. This is but one of
the many instances that might be
given to illustrate the perfidy and de-
ceit which are often found in the Lea-
then character.

A missionary, especially on first
coming into the country, needs to be
particularly cautious, or be will be in-
volved in constant difficulty by the
faithless natives, who are ever ready to
take advantage of a man’s ignorance of
the language and custors of the coun-
try. 1f in no other way, they will make
such appeals to his sympathy and
benevolence as will secure their ob-
ject; and a man will generally be taken
with their craftiness many times, be-
fore he can persuade himself that the
poor creatures would iinpose upon him,
especially if they are persons who have
been taken into the family, and have
afforded soine encouragement of yield-
ing themselves to the claims of Chris-
tian truth. It is a lamentable fact that
they will often make professions of
attachment to our religion, for the sake
of better succeeding in their selfish
designs. On the other hand we need
to be watchful and prayerful lest this
view of the heathen character, however
true, should lessen in us the little com-
passion we have for their souls.

The weather is now oppressively
hot ; still we are preserved in mercy
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from disease, and are allowed to go on
with our employmenta.

€hina.

EXTRACTS FROM A LETTER OF MR.
SHUCK, DATED MACAO, AUG. 20, 1840.

We bave, in the extracts given below, a brief
account of the seizure and abduction of the
English missionary at Macao, and of the hostile
attack by the British forces, which was its con-
sequence. Our readers have doubtless been
made acquainted with the principal facts
through the public papers, but the subjoined
sketch has the advantage of being from an eye-
witness, and a Cbristian missionary.

Abduction of Rev. Mr. Stanton— Battle
at the Barrier— Defeat of the Chinese.
Yesterday was a day of excitement,
beyond all precedent in the past histo-
ry of Macao,—a day of anxiety, of war,
blood-shed, and death. Two weeks
ago this morning, one of our mission-
sry circle, Mr. Stanton, a young Eng-
lish missionary of much piety and
learning, was seized hy the Chinese as
an Englishman, and, wounded and
bloody, was carried to Canton and
thrust into prison, where he now is.
He went out to bathe in the sea alone
at five o’clock in the morning, and we
only heard of his abduction three days
after it occurred, although every rea-
sonable effort was made to learn some-
thing of him. Capt. Smith, chief of
that portion of the British squadron
now in this part of China, demanded
Mr. Stanton’s relense. The taoutae
(intendant of circuit,) then in Macao,
said he would repair to Canton, con-
sult with the tsuxnlftuk (governor,) and
hoped to bring Mr. 8. back with him.
The taoutae returned night before
last, not only not bringing Mr. Stanton,
but bringing a large body of troops,
and threatened to attack the houses of
the English in Macao, in which event
all other foreigners would have suffer-
ed. Evening before last, some Eng-
lishmen were fired upon, while riding
out. Yesterday, Capt. Smith receiving
nothing but insolence from the Chi-
nese, at one o’clock in the day, moored
in two of his ships of war, also a large
war-steamer and a cutter, and opened
a heavy cannonade upon the garrisoned
Barrier,which separates the Portuguese
and Chinese territories. At this place
also were fifteen war-junks, and a lar,
encampment of Chinese soldiers. The
Chinese returned the fire, from the
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junks, the encampment, and two other
places. At three o’clock a large body
of British troops landed on the Chinese
territory, formed on the beach, march-
ed deliberately onward amid volleys
of musketry, and were in possession of
the Barrier and encampment within
five minutes’ time. A brisk fire was
kept up all the time by the ships, and
the troops threw grape-shot into the
junks from a field-piece which they
took on shore with them. Having set
fire to the encampment, and nearly
destroyed the junks, they re-embarked
about sunset. I saw nearly the whole
and was within 200 yards of some of
the British balls. We could have wit-
nessed the engagement from our win-
dows, had it not been for trees inter-
vening. 1 saw several of the poor
creatures fall, and my feelings were
indescribable, at seeing my fellow-men
thus hurriedly plunged into eternity.
1 deprecate war in all its forms, but the
Chinese government is hostile, essen-
tinlly and practically hostile, to the
great God and to the cause of his Son,
and it would be no great cause of re-
gret to me were the whole fubric soon
to fall, to rise no more, before the face
of offended heaven. The number of
the Chinese killed and wounded yes-
terday, which, however, it isalmost im-

ossible accurately to ascertain, must
ﬁave been three or four hundred ;
while of the British not a man, it is said,
was Kkilled, and only a few slightly
wounded. We slept sweetly and safely
last night. God knows those who are
his. He is our refuge, and we have
no burdensome anxiety nor unhappi-
ness. Many rumors are afloat con-
cerning the operations of the fleet on
the northeast coast, but not sufficiently
authenticated to warrant me in detail-
ing them here. We are all in only
tolerable health. Pray for us. I1know
not what may be the next step the
British may take. I doubt whether
yesterday’s proceedings will make Mr.
Stanton’s situation any more secure;
1 bave many fears for his safety.

In a note dated August 3, Mr. S. thus speaks
of the occupancy, by the British forces, of the
island of Chusan, in July last.

The city of Tinghae is in lat. 30° N.
There has the British flag been hoisted
(July 5th, 1840,) under a royal salute,
and Brigadier Gen. Burrell proclaimed

overnor of the Chusan Archipelago.
his is a portion of the fertile and
beautiful Province of Ché&keang. At
Chusan there are now tens of thou-
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subject of baptism, telling them it was
dangerous to do so. Ranigmus Ottesen,
with whom you once disputed in Fu-
nen, and who wae at that time so bit-
ter, has been brought to a stand, and
to yield, if not a full, at least a partial
assent to the truth. My brother says
the clergy are afraid of him, not being
able to contend with him. He now
often declares, that in as far as the
Baptists are right, they shall maintain
their rights. 1 have still a perticularly
pleasant piece of news to tell you. Br.
Swendsen of Swendhurg in Funen,
came to see me some time ago, and is
quite a convert to our views of baptism.
We had a great deal of conversation
together, for the Lord operied to usthe
scriptures, and allowed us to draw
water out of this inexhaustible spring.
S8wendsen exclaimed, ‘Now 1 can de-
;an out of Babel, and I will depart.

rom this moment his resolution was
taken to separate from the state church,
to adhere to God’s own word, and to
calt upon the Lord for strength and
ability i'i)yfully to run the appointed
rmce. Rasmusen from Funen de-
sires to be received into the church of
the Lord, and the sooner the better. 1
entertain a strong hope, that the Lord
will also plant for himself a church in
Funen, though for the moment it ap-
pears as if the way were entirely clos-
ed against us..

“A proclamation has been sent to the
district magistrate,and by him address-
od to-his deputies and the people at
Jargs, tE:ﬂ.icularly to the inhabitants
Bear coast, and the owners of
boats, offering a reward of 20 dollars
for the mprebon-ion of Oncken, your-
self or Mouster, or for discovering your
place of residence, that you may be
seized; and denouncing severe pun-
ishment against any one who shall af-
ford either of you an asylum, or keep
- secret the place of your abode.”

" [To be continued.]
SSpte———

Sfam.

_JOURNAL OF MR. DEAN, AT BANGKOK.
Conversation with a Chinese boy— Cus-
toms of mourning among the Siamese.

" Sept. 4, 1840. I have just been con-
versing with Apu, the former associate

‘of the boy who died here last Sab-
bath,* relative to the loss of his friend ;

* For an acecouut of the sickness and death
‘of this boy, see the letter of Mrs. Dean, which
follows this journal.
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and his own thoughts and fetlings on
the subject of death, and the service of
God. He seems to feel that God is
thus speaking to him directly, and
says he ia thankful to him for sparing
kis life and giving him an opportu-
nity to prepare to follow his friend
to the grave. His feelings and judg-
ment appear now to be in favor of
a-decided avowal to be for the Lord ;
and the only consideration, as he
says, which deters him from it, is the
fear that he may be left to full away
after once professing attachment to
Christ, which he thinks would be a
grgater sin than he has ever commit-
ted.

Rosemina, a little girl in the school,
by her frequent questions on the sub-
ject, is evincing a concern of mind
which encourages us to renew our
prayers that God may make this the
accepted time for her salvation.

5. This morning as the school-boys
came in to worship, we discovered a
red cord tied around the wrist of each
boy as a badge of mourning for their
former scheol-fellow. On inquiry we
ascertained that in addition to the af-
fectionate remembrance of which this
was a token, it served to keep off the
spirit of the departed, concernin
which they entertain some fears; ans
also to guard against any infection
which might arise from huving come
in contact with the deuad body, or from
visiting the room in which he died.
These cords were purchased by a
friend of theirs and presented to them,
somewhat in the manner that a person
is said in China to present a piece of
white cloth to each of the relatives of
a deceased person, to be used in wip-
ing away their tears during the season
of mourning.

The Chinese wear the badge of
mourning three years for a parent,
one year for a grand-parent, three
years for a husband; for a wife they
wear white shoes or a patch of white
on the top of the shoe for one hun-
dred days. After the death of the
emperor no person is allowed to shave
for three months. The mourniug ap-

arel is white, and among the Chinese
Kere, it is customary, after the death of
a man, to have the house ornamented
with papers written with blue ink. In
their own country the Chinese keep
the corpse of a friend, if he be a man
of wealth or distinction, for many’
months or years, waiting to find a for-
tunate burying-place. hgien of wealth
bere, soon after death, are placed in a



coffin gorgeously ornamented, and, fol-
lowed by an extensive procession of
boats, are taken to some wat and burn-
ed. It is not customary for Chinese to
follow the remains of a wife or child
to the grave, but great stress is laid
upon the filial duty of children to pa-
rents, which includes the offerings
made to ancestors. A young widow
is sometimes known to remain many
years in widowhood, and even to go
down to her grave in mourning for her
husband.

Monthly concerl—JApplication for tracts.

6. We have to-day observed the
monthly concert with the Chinese
church, and one of the school-boys
engaged in prayer with us for the con-
version of the world. A nuinber of
the brethren were absent from worship
to-day, but a few persons were present
who are not accustomed to meet with
us, and who manifested a good atten-
tion to the word communicated. Keok-
cheng conducted the exercises in the
chapel. At the prayer meeting Chek-
heng requested that his aged father in
China might be particulurly remem-
bered in the prayers of the church.
In case the English and Chinese should
resort to arms in the settlement of their
affairs, he is so located as to be exposed
in his life and property.

We have for the last few days suf-
fered extremely from the heat. Though
the thermometer has been down to 78°
in the morning, it has risen to 90° at 4
o’clock, P. M., in the shade. On the
whole, the last month has been the
most trying to the health of foreign
residents here of any month at the
same season of the year, and perhaps
than any month in any season, for the
last five years. We have great reason
for gratitude that the lives of all the
missionaries have thus far been pre-
served. We trust the coming cool sea-
son will -bring us much relief.

We enjoyed an interesting season of
worship at the house in the bazaar this
afternoon, though there were but few
persons present. Among the number
was a little boy who, at the close of
the service, said his father and a num-
ber of his associates residing at the
Bee Long, and employed in poupding
out rice, had sent him to request a few
of our books. After & little conversa-
tion with the boy, who manifested
much intelligence and was able to read,
he was furnished with a number of
our tracts and requested to invite his
father and friends to call at our house,
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or at the place of worship on the next
Sabbath.

Surgical operation—Seizure of a Burman
Sfemale—T'rials of a Chinese convert.
7. 1 have to-day witnessed the ame
utation of a man’s arm by Dr. Brad-

ey. The patient was a sailor from
one of the Bombay ships now here,
who a few days ago had his arm caught
and bruised and broken by a chain ca-
ble while casting anchor. During the
operation a number of spectators gath-
ered around, and among the rest a
number of Chinese, who said they had
never seen nor heamd of such a per-
formance before. They readily saw
the propriety of cutting off the arm to
save the man’'s life, and as readily ac-
knowledged the propriety of cutting
off their sinful practices, it they would
pteserve their souls; but we fear there
i8 little hope that they will ever con-
sent to part with their sins for the sake
of securing their everlasting salvation.

10. Last evening, there being a
bright moon, 8 company of thirty or
forty men, armed with Kknives and
clubs, passed our house on their way
to the Burman village, where they
took by force a beautiful young fe-
male to become the wife of a noble-
man. Parents sometimes present their
daughters ta the king and nolles to
become their wives, and they are some-
times purchased with money, but we
are not aware that it is common for
the nobility to take away young fe-
males by force from their pareuts,
though they unhesitatingly take their
younger girls and boys to become play-
actors. This latter practice has pre-
sented serious obstacles to our collect-
ing schools, since the parents fear to
have their children out of their sight
lest they should be carried off to the
palace.

13. Sabbath. Have enjoyed much
happiness to-day in conducting ‘eli-
gious worship; most of the church
members were present and a good
number of others, which rendered our
assembly larier than usual. The prayer
meeting on the whole was more inter-
esting than it has been for a few weeks.
Chek Heén, who has been at Su-pan
for the last three or four months, met
with us to-day. The account he gave
of himself, of his trials aud preserva-
tions, caused us to rejoice and praise
God. As near as I can learn from
him, Su-pan is the name given by the
Chinese to a section of country situa-
ted about fifty miles north-west of Run-
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sai-si, and abounds with fish, dye-
wood and cattle. He has been in the
babit of visiting this and other places
aouually for fishing. This year he
made arrangemeuts with a man as
usual, to join him in the expedition,
but he svon proved himself to be a
drunkard. He then agreed with one
of the brethren of the church to ac-
company him, but he met with an ac-
cideut which disabled him for business.
Fioally he engaged another man to
accompany him,and with him proceed-
ed three or four days froin Bangkok, to
the place of destination. Here his
companion began to revile him for his
religion, and concluding he should
catch no fish in company with a man
who had abandoned the gods of his
fathers, he resolved to leave bim; but
ia doing so Le took a number of ticals
of money belonging to hin. Thusrob-
bed . snd abandoned, Chek Heén was
Jeft fur from home, without meney,
without friends, in the midst of thieves
aod robbers, to manage and defeud a
lJarge boat without assistance. How-
evar, praying to God for help, he went

, hecame successful in his busi-
ness and has now returned to us in
safety, after distributing a quantity of
tracts und exhorting many to repent-
ance.

Encouragement in the school—War with
Cochin China.

15. In passing through the most
business part of the city to-day, I was
struck with its dull appearance. Me-
chanics were lounging about their
workhouses destitute of employment;
shop-keepers were sitting idle at their
doors; and nothing but gambling
houses, spirit shops, and card manu-
factories, exhibited signs of life and
proaress.

20. Worship in the chapel was con-
ducted, to-day, by Keok-cheng, and at
the prayer meeting following, the mem-
bers of the church were questioned on
the subject of the discourse. Oue
stranger came in after the commence-
ment of worship and remaived for a
time after the close. He showed some
interest in his inquiries. During the
exercises of Mrs. Deau with the school-
boys this afternoon, soine sigos of en-
couragement were discovered. One of
the younger hoys has for several days
afforded us somne hope that he was sin-
cere when he said he wished to be a
Christian and becoms a member of
the church.

The experience of the last week,
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while it presents nothing extraordina-
ry, teaches us that from a diligent use
of the various means at our command,
we may hope that good will result. A
number of persous have applied for
medicine ; atnong them were two cases
of leprosy. 'This complaiut, as it pre-
vails in this country, may be greatly
relieved by medical treatment, though
it cannot easily be permanently cured,
80 as to prevent a return of the disense
after a lapse of time. We have during
the week sent five hundred copies of
Chinese tracts by brethren Slafter and
Buell, who left us two days ago for the
interior. We daily givé away a few
books at the house.

23. The king has to-day received a
communication from one of his chief
officers, sent to guard the frontier

inst the encroachments of the Co-
chin Chinese, stating that his forces
are inadequate to defend the country.
The report is now current here that
the Cochin Chinese are coming on to
Bangkok both by land and water. The
prah klang is about to proceed to
Chantibun  with a reinforcement of
men.

Requests for baptism— Hopeful conver-
sion zf a tcache:,',.g/

2. Sabbath. This morning I dis-
coursed to the people for an hour and
a quarter from the passage, “ The love
of mouey is the ruot of all evil.” The
subject eeemed peculiarly appropriate
to my auditora, who listened with con-
siderable attention. The prayer meet-
ing was rendered unusually interesting
by some remarks from Mrs. Dean’s
school teacher, who openly avowed his
belief in the Christian religion,and his
determination, with divine assistauce,
to live a Christian life. He came into
iny study this evening and requested
baptism; and spoke of his views and
feelings in a very interesting wnanner.
After a long conversation, he left on
my miod the impression that God by
his Spirit had been operating on bis
heart.

The man alluded to at a former date,
as having asked for baptisin, took the
opportunity of coming to renew his re-
quest to be admitted as a member of
the church. One of the school-boys
also made a few remarks and answer-
ed some questions at the prayer meet-
ing to-day, but his case does notappear
as satisfuctory as the other two,

At the service in the bazaar conduct-
ed by Keok-cheng, there were a num-
ber of strangers preseut, who listened



to a very -im:le and appropriate exhi-
bition of truth.

Oct. 9. To-day Pi-a-pi-pat has been
released from prison, after a confine-
meut of more than four years. He is
of Chinese descent, and has been a
man of considerable rank under the
Biamese government. He was one of
two officers who were dragged from
the presence of the king by the hair of
the Read, and committed to prison on
the charge of having allowed the Chi-
nese junks to export a greater quantity
of rice from the country than the king
had specified. It is said that he

comes out of looking
as healthy and n he en-
tered, having ‘ided for

and attended to by his triends.

At the date above mentioned our
missionary party were all enjoying
comfortable E:alth, and the mission as
prosperous as at any former period.

In a letter dated July 12th, Mr. Dean makes
the following remarks, illustrutive of the state
of public morals among the Siamese.

Intemperance and crime.

We have occasion to lament the
rapid increase of intemperance and
robbery in our neighborhood, and
throughout the country, during the
last four monthe. A few years ago
intemperance was the dread and hor-
ror of the natives, but now it is be-
coming cnmmon among all classes
here. And not long since it was justly
remarked that in Bungkok a man might
safely go unarmed aund unattended
through any part of the city and sub-
urbs, but now robberies are becoming
frequent in different places about us,
even at mid-day. Our cook was re-
cently struck down, while returning
from market, and robbed of his basket
of vegetables. A Chinaman, not long
since, while walking through the brzaar
with a bag of money, had it violently
taken from himn while in sight of scores
of men, who refused to come to his
aid, for fear they might incur the dis-
pleasure of the robbers. And again,
an English merchant sent a servant
out with a piece of cloth to the tailor’s,
to be made into clothes, when the ser-
vant was knocked down and the cloth
taken away.

Drunkards stagger past our doors
daily, and particularly on Saturday
night and Sunduy, do we expect a reg-
ular annoyance from the grogshop in
the vicinity ; while idleness, and gam-
bling, and thieving are daily increasing
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to an alarming eéxtent. Beizures for
opium and opium smuggling have by
no means been stopped in the country,
and what may be the result of this
matter, in all ita bearings upon the
people and the government, it is not
easy to foresee. This much, however,
is certain, that in relation to hoth,
there is too much reason to regret that
the drug was ever introduced intn the
country ; and we should rejoice if we
coulld say that those bearing the Chris-
tian name had done nething towurds
bringing this evil npon the country,
and misery upon the people.

The school—Condition of the Chinese.

Our school is coming into notice
somewhat among the people. Last
week a Chaw-Swa (a merchant) came
with a request to place his son, about
ten years old, under our care. The
present tencher takes a part in read-
ing and explaining the scriptures in
our family worship, and appears inter-
ested in the subject of religion, though
not a Christian. The present season
is extremely hot, and the ruins com-
menced two months before the usual
time, in consequence of which the rice
crop is expected to he deficient, and
the cost is now raised twenty-five per
cent. upon the usual price. The Chi-
nese are now paying their triennial
tax of four ticals and a slung (about
$3), and such as have not the seal
upon their arm, by the close of ihe
next month, as a proof’ that they have
paid, will be seized. Many poor crea-
tures this year from China, who ean
scarcely raise enough for their daily
support, will find it difficult to meet
the demand. Some of the Chinese,
who had emnbarked for their native
land, on hearing of the capture of a
few junks by the Englich near Singa-
pore, have returned to Bangkok ; but
most had gone too far to retnrn, and
are now ohjects of solicitude with their
friends here.

One of our church members bas
been very ill, but is now able to attend
worship. They all appear humble, and
show a delight in the service of God.
Still there is in some, a want of con-
sistent christian character which de-
mands our constant watch-care. For
example, it is verv difficult to inspire
them with a for the Sab-
bath. Their nd business
relations are au agamnst 1t; and while
they are restrained from lahor on that
day, it is not easy to prevent all business
conversation and worldly thoughta.
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£YTRACTS FROM A LETTER OF MRS,
DEAN, DATED BANGKOX, SEPTEMBER
4, 1840.

Death of a Chinese Boy.

As it was last Sabbath our painful
duty to uttend the funeral of one of
our school-children, we thought it
might be desirable to give some par-
ticulars of his conduct while under
our care, and subsequently, during his
illoess. The scholar alluded to was a
Heinam boy, named A Yok, who came
to us on the 19th of last November in
high health, rebust and stroug, being
then about {ourteen years of age, and
having been in this country two years.
He knew little about reading when he
came, and we therefore gave him the
first books used by children. Not be-
ing satisfied with this, he of his own
accord read a tract entitled the “ Two
Friends.” He made rapid progress
and soon commenced reading the
“ Four Boaks,” while he took his turn
in reading the scriptures every morn-
ing at family worship. Though but
slightly acquainted with our dialect,
(Teochew,) his answers to questions
proposed by us ou the scriptures, or
other subjects, proved that he under-
stood what be read, and thonght much
ahout it. He was a boy of few words,
and though he answered readily to
questions relative to facts, he seldom
or never gave us any clue to his own
feelings. He was of a remarkably
amiable disposition, and during his
whole stay with us we never heard of
his quarrelling with the other boys, or
using bad language. He huad a very
retentive memory and could easily re-
peat a considerable portion of the na-
tive classics. We never had occasion
to punish him, or scarcely to reprove
himn for a fault. At the time of the
Chinese new year, when the school
was closed for a few days and almost
all the boys dispersed, he remained
with us, continuing many of his usual
employments, and pleasing us all by
his cheerful hilarity,

On the 4th of August he first com-
plained of being unwell and wished to
be excused from attending school in
the morning, though be read as usual
in the afternoon—the time allotted to
christian reading. This he continued
for two or three days. When I asked
him why he did not come for medi-
cine, he replied he did not wish to
take any. He seemed from the first to
have an impression he must die,and
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therefore feit reluctant to take any
remedy. After his death some pills
were found in his box which Mr. Dean
supposed he had taken. On Sunday,
the 9th of August, when I went to take
my class as usual, I found him asleep,
covered with a blanket and very fever-
ish and sick. My fears were then first
excited, and from that time be grew
rapidly worse. At this time he would
frequently be found in tears ; and when
spoken to he maintained a resolute si-
lence or spoke but few words, as if
scarcely understanding what was said
to him. He contin attending wor-
ship morning and evening until the
22d. He frequently said to a cousin
who called to see himn en the 16th, “I
shall soon die, Ishall soon die!™ At
this time he was weepiug bitterly and
would say nothing eise. The last
week of his life he was, by the wishes
of his friends, attended by Chinese and
Siamese doctors, but without avail ; his
disorder continued to increase uniil
the 30th, when he died. Two orthree
days previous to this eveat he appear-
ed more willing to converse than on
foriner occasions, and Mr. Dean asked
him several questions, as whether he
believed in Christ, whether he thought
he should go to heaven. To the
he replied he did believe, but to all the
others he maintained an unbroken si-
lence. He died on the Sabbath, at the
close of the services in the chapel. -
As he had no near relatives in Bang-
kok except the cousin above mention-
ed, who was absent when he died, he
was buried (instead of being burnt, as
most of the natives are here)l He was
followed to the grave by the school
children and church members; and it
was to all of us an affecting scene.
Such was the life and death of this
poor boy. We were left in painful
uncertainty as to the state of his mind
and preperedness for heaven, though
we are permitted to indulge a faint
hope that he did indeed love that Sa-
vior of whose name but a few months
ago he had never heard. We are by
this event strongly reminded of our

responsibility to these r children,
and of the pecessity of urging them
now to come to the Savior. The effeot

upon the children of the school bas
not been such as we should expect in
our owa country. 1 observed one in
tears as they were putting the co:

into the coffin, but the rest seemed to
endeavor to repress their feelings and
appear unmoved. During the prayer
meeting Keok Cheng addressed the



children in a manner at once simple
and touching.

EXTRACTS FROM A LETTER OF MR. DAV~
ENPORT, DATED BANGKOK, JULY 19,
1840.

Tyact distribution— Fear of Government.

My last letter to the Board contained
an uccount of my vixit to Bangplasot,
Jingheen, and Phré Bét,* where liberal
distributions were made of the word
of God. For the last several months
our visits have been confined to Bang-
kok and its vicinity. 1 have taken
pains, at these times, to supply lurge
trading boats, which have come from
distant and interior parts of the coun-
lr'y; our hooks have been iu most cases
gladly received. Iu this way we hope
to introduce a knowleilge of the gospel
where missionaries huve never been,
and where they may not go for many
years to come. We hope, alsa, that in
the retirement of a country life, away
from the bustle and noise of a city,
these people may give the greater at-
tention to eternul things, especially it
aided by the Huly Spirit.

At half past six o'clock of each morn-
jng the Siamese, and those speaking
Siamese, counected with our families
and the printing department, are as-
seihled in the chapel, where religious
exercises are conducted in that lan-
gunge. On the Sabbath we bave two
exercises of this character, one of
which is more protructed. A portion
of the word of God is read on each
orcasion, accompanied with remarks.
In this way 1 have gone through Mat-
thew, Mark, Acits, and other portions
.of Scripture,—sometimes repeatedly.
At this time we are using the Parables
of our Savior, one of which is read on
each occasion. Some of the hearers
pay good attention, but the fear of con-
sequences that might ensue upon ex-
changing the natioual religion,and the
religion of their fathers, for that of
Christ, appears an almost insurmount-
able obetacle in their way. The Siam-
ese man, who went with Mr. Joues,
some years since, from Bangkok to
Singupore and Malacca, and who pro-
fessed the Christian faith, and was
baptized at the latter place, upon being
requested to return to Bangkok, de-
cline:l ; and expressed his fears lest he
should be apprehended, and that the
loes of his life would be the conse-

. *For a narrative of this excursion, and a des-
cripiton of Phra Bat, the ““ Footstep of Deity,”
see page 285, last volume.
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quence of having forsaken his former
religion. In couversing with them,
the natives often express such fears 10
me. Qur present teacher, who has
been in the service of the missionaries
for the last six or seven years, told me
the other Jay that no Sininese dured to
embrace a religion not professed by
the king. These are great hindrances
to success in our labors, but 1ot 100
mighty to be overcome by the power
of the Holy Spirit. Aid us by your
prayers, dear brethren, that this power
inay be exerted,and this ivfluence muy
be felt in Siam.

From another letter, dated Aug. 14, we make
the following cxtracts.

Signs of opposition—Encouragements.

We had recently some tokens of a
spirit of opposition at work iu the
minds of a few of the Sinmese priest-
hood. A number of them applied at
our house for religioun hooks. After
being supplied with them, they weut
a short distance from our premises
and tore them to pieces. They were
copies of the histories of “Joreph
aud Moses,” the preparation of which
constituted some of the lust labors of
our much lameuted sister Joues. I
have been inforined also, that recently
the fragments of some torn books have
been scattered along the road side.
Though such things are painful to us,
yet we must be prepared for them, and
even worse. 1 regard the transaction
as an indication that the priests are be-
ginning to fear the influence which we
are attempting 1o exert over the people
generally. Wheu the time shall arrive
in which scores of Sinmese shall have
been converted to Christianity, § think
it not improbable that the priesthood
will be excited to strong opposition.
These circumstances remit:d me of vur
visit, a few mouths ago, to Phrd Bat,
so celebrated among the Siamese as
the spot where Gunudama left the im-
print of his foot in a rock, to be wor-
shipped by his followers. Here one
or two of the books we distributed
were burnt before our faces.

The government, however, continues
very tolerant with regurd to our opera-
tions. ‘They throw no obstacles in our
way ; and we rejoice in the fuct that
hundreds and thousands anxiously ap-
ply for and read the books that we
print; and that thus a knowledge of
“the only name given under heaven
whereby we must be saved,” i diffused
far and wide.
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By our latext accounts, the state of things
én Denmark remained much the same as is here
represented. The severe measures of perse-
<ution were in mo degree relaxed, though the
<ause of truth aud of religious freedom seemed
o be gaining a stronger hold upon the minds of

, especially g the men of standing
and influence bothin the government and in so-
<iety. The spirit of inquiry wax gradually ex-
tending, asd many persons were awsiling a
suitable opportunity for being bapticed and
@niting with the afflicted and suffering churches.

The latest intelligeuce from the mission wil
be found in the letter of Mr. Oncken, published
at page 266 of our last number.

Slam.
JOURNAL OF MR. DEAN, AT BANGKOK.
(Continued from page 234.)

Baptism of two Chinese converts.

Oct. 4, 1840. In addition to the usu-
al exercises of the Sabbath, we have
to-day examined and approved two
Chinese, as candidates for baptisin.
One is the Chinese teacher in Mrs.
Pean’s school, and the other, a man
who bas been in our employ as cooly
during the last two years. The exam-
ination occupied two hours, in which
bretbren Peet and Buell took a part
with us,and all present expres»ed their
fellowship for the candidates as Chris-
tians. The baptism of these converts
is postponed till next Sabhath, when
we expect to observe the ordinance of
the Lord’s supper.

These persons have been noticed at
a former date, as requesting baptism.*
The school teacher is a young man of
promise, and thongh he came froin Chi-
1 last year and has been with us only
four months, before which time he had
beard nothing of christianity, he now
possesses considerable knowledge of
the scriptures, and so far a8 we can
judge, affords satisfactory evidence of
a renewed heart. The question arose
in our minds whether, in view of the
short period since he became acquaint-
ed with the subject of christianity, it
would not be prudent to dissuade him
from making a profession of his faith
at present, but with the example of
the Apostles and primitive saints be-
fore us, and the evidence afforded
us of his real piety, we felt unprepared
te assume the responsibility of a post-
ponement. The other person is an

* See page 253, last number.
YOL. XXI
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old man who primarily came to Dr.
Tracy for medicine for his eyes, being
nearly blind. He soon became so far
restored that he came into our employ,
and during his residence with us, has
manifested a decided change of char-
acter, though we regarded him from
the begiuning as strictly honest and
faithful to the interests of his employ-
ers. He first, after learning something
of the character of God, began to pray
to him to heal his eyes, und as he daily
prayed for this, he soon became con-
vinced of the blindness of his mind,
and prayed to have the eyes of his un-
derstanding opened.

11. Sabbath. The two Chinese al-
luded to last Sabbath, have to-duy been
baptized. We were accompanied to
the water by some of the brethren of
the Preshyterian and American Board,
and a few Siamese and Chinese, be-
sides the members of the school and
the chiurch. At the close of the servi-
ces at the water, br. Davenport made
some remarks to the Siamese who
were present. We then returned to
the house, and extended the hand of
fellowship to the persons just baptized,
and gathered around the table of the
Lord, to think of his love, his suffer-
ings, and his triumph. It has been a
day of interest and we hope of profit
to us all.

Production of ardent spirits— Liberality
of a convert—Stale of sociely.

15. Having to-day, occasion to in-
tercede with the man who stands at
the head of the spirit farm for Bang-
kok, in behalf of a poor Chinaman who
had been falsely imprisoned on the
charge of having mude ardemt spirits
without a license, I learned that this of-
ficer pays into the king's treasury, an-
pually, one hundred am} farty-four thou-
sand ticals® for his license, or the priv-
ilege of making ardent spirits in Bang-
kok alone; and when we reflect that
there is a distinct license for each of
the ether places of importance in the
country, and that the expense of mate-
rials and making is added to the above
sum, we may form some idea of the
state of intemperance in the country.

Nov. 1. We have to-day enjoyed
the presence of br. Goddard at our
Sabbath services, and hope soon to
have his assistance in conducting reli-
gious worship with this people. Such
aid in our work is none the less accep-

* The tical is about sixty cents, consequently
the sum is over eighty thoxsand dollare.

) -~
-~
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table because we have so long waited
and prayed for it.

3. Chek Yét,one of the members of
the church here, and a poor man, who
gains his support by washing clothes,
presented us two ticals as a contribu-
tion to aid the mission cause. The
known character of the man and the
attending circumstances, leave us no
room to doubt the sincerity and pu-
rity of his motives in this act of self-
denial and christian benevolence. It
was the more pleasing to us as it was
an entirely vo?untary act of a young
convert, who, a few months ago, knew
nothing of that doctrine which teaches
that “it is more blessed ta give than to
receive.”

5. We have to-day bad application
from a poor Chinaman for assistance,
who says that in default of a contract
for a few ticals, his wife and child have
been seized and sold into slavery, and
having heard that we were accustomed
to deeds of benevolence, he came to
us with the assurance that we would
help. him. This is neither the first nor
an unusual occurrence of the kind,and
it is by no means an easy matter to
dispossess their minds of the impres-
sion that, because we gratuitously give
away books, we must be wealthy and
may give away money and other things,
This is one among the many reasous
for living in an bumble style as it re-
spects our houses, furniture, &c. Still
health and usefulness forbid our adopt-
ing the style of worldly men as our
standard, as well in this country as
in our own; for while in the latter,
men go to excess in the indulgence
of pride and the love of fashion
and vain show, men in this coun-
try, of equal wealth and from no
better motives, will live in a bamboo
shed and in a manner more like brutes
than human beings, thinking thereby
to avoid government taxation, and be
allowed to hoard up their wealth un-
der the garb of poverty.

licant for baptism—Inquirers— State
e S of t’;w churcIInt.qu
Nov.6. Chek Rung,a man of some
learning and of respectable behavior,
has been for some weeks under exam-
ination with a view of joining the
church, Having more than a year ago
become somewhat acquainted with the
doctrines of christianity by means of
tracts, he came to us on bis return from
Chantibun and wished for further in-
struction. Since that time he has given
hiroself chiefly to an examination of
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the subject. He has to-day proposed
some inquiries which show that he has
searched the scriptures with a desire
to obey their injunctions. There are
one or two others who may be proper-
ly termed inquirers.

The school has recently suffered a
temporary reduction in consequence
of ill bealth and other causes connect-
ed with the families to which they be-
long. One boy who came to us one
year ago, has gone home for the first
time to visit his friends, who live at a
distance of sixty or seventy imiles. An-
other has gone home to attend the cer-
emony of cutting the top-knot from his
brother’s head, an occasion which here
calls together all the members of the
family, a8 imperiously as does thanks-
giving in New England. Two others
are absent from ill health. But while
there is some reduction of numbers,
there have been introduced some chan-
ges in the regulations and instruction
of the school, which it is hoped will
result in good. The present arrange-
ments are, that Mrs. Dean, in addition
to taking charge of the three girls now
in the school, examine the boys daily
in their Chinese lessons, including na-
tive books and the scriptures, and teach
them arithmetic by means of their own
language, while Mra. Goddard is to
give them lessons in geography in Eng-
lish, and Mr. Goddard gives them a
lesson in English in the evening.

Interesting meelings— Polilical state of
the country.

8. Sabbath. We have to-day en-
joyed the pleasure of seeing all the
members of the church present at wor-
ship, except the one who has gone to
China, and the brethren at the prayer
meeting appeared highly to enjoy the
privilege of meeting together again in
peace and health, to mingle their sup-
plications and thaonksgivings at the
mercy-seat. All felt that it was good
to be bere. At the service in the chap-
el, some remarks were 1nade from the
last verses of 2d Tim. 3d chap., with
a design of encouraging a greater rev-
erence for and a more diligent study
of the scriptures. There are some rea-
sons why the disciples of Christ here
are disposed to esteem the word of
God more lightly than Christians do in
our own country.

The exercises in the bazaar to-day
have been conducted by Keok-cheng,
whose labors as am assistant are be-
coming daily more valuable. We have
reason to hope that soine good will re-
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sult from the exertions of this day,
however imperfect they may have been.

15. Religious worship was conduct-
ed in the bazaar this afterncon by the
school teacher, who succeeded very
well considering it was the first time
in so public a manner. More hearers
were accommodated by placing the
speaker at the door, while a part of the
asseinbly were seated within the house
and a part without. The latter were
also within an enclusure in the shade
of the building so as to he comfortably
accommodated. 1 have been unable
to take any active part in the exercises
of the day in consequence of a cold
and sore throat. Br. Goddard made
some remarks to the brethren at the
prayer meeting this morning, and Ke-
ok-cheng conducted the service in the
chapel. During worship this afternoon,
two drunken Siamese, professing to be
policemen, seized a Chinese in front of
the chapel, on pretence that he had
not paid his tax. Things of this kind
are now of daily occurrence. Not only
do the government officers extort mo-
ney from the poor Chinese on the plea
of collecting their tax, but others feign
themselves police officers,and pass un-
detected among the multitudes who
bear that title, by which means they
all, whether authorized or unauthor-
ized, gain their support.

16. We have just heard that the
Cochin-Chinese, on the Cambojan
coast, are carrying on their warfare,
and slaying, without distinction, men
women and children. Some predict
that the wars without and around, and
the increasing dissipation crime and
oppression, within both city and coun-
try, will terminate in a revolution of
the kingdom. We look with deep in-
terest upon this moral chaos, while we
reflect that it contnins materials for
that spiritual kingdom which shall
eventually subdue all the kingdoms of
the earth.

School exercises— Visit from prince Chow
Fah—A Siamese convert.

22. Sabbath. 1 was present to-day
at the exercise with the Chinese boys,
who learn a verse of scripture in their
native language on each day of the
week, and recite the whole on the Sab-
bath to Mrs. Dean. They also repeat
the Ten Commandments and answer
questions on the portions of scripture
recited, and have an opportunity to
propose questions and engage in famil-
ar conversation on any subject con-
nected with their lesson.
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¥ have been able to conduct the ex
ercises in the chapel to-day and Keok-
cheng attended the meeting in the
bazaar. One Chinese was present in
the moming from Batavia, who said he
was acquainted with Mr. Medhurst.
He also showed a familiarity with
the sentiments of the Catholics, who
have made some unsuccessful efforts
to secure his faith to their creed. He
offered me the loan of some of their
books, which I gladly accepted, since
it is extremely difficult to obtain their
rel{sious books. )

hile going to the bazaar for wor-
ship, we met several companies of
drunken and riotous men, which re-
minded us of the demand for our tract
on intemperance which was yesterday
struck off in proof, and will soon be
ready for distribution.

e have occasion to think that the
exercises of this day have been render-
ed more interesting and profitable in
consequence of & mission prayer meet-
ing which has been instituted with re-
ference to the duties of the Sabbath.
The first meeting was held last even-
ing, and is to continued weekly.
This is not to preclude the meetin
we enjoy on Wednesday and Sabba
afternoons, with the christian friends
of the other Boards. The English
service on the Sabbath is attended by
all the missionaries, so far as religious
worship in the native languages will
allow.

25. Last evening we met the mis-
sionary friends at the house of Prah-
Na-Wai, the son of the Prah-klang;
and this evening we received a visit
from prince Chow Fab, attended by
some of his ladies. This intercourse
with the nobles may perhaps give us
some additional influence among the
common people, but we fear that they
themselves derive but little religious
influence from us. They manifest a
disposition to copy our customs, ex-
cepting our religion.

20. At the close of the Chinese
prayer meeting this morning, br. Dav-
enport came In with a Siamese who
has requested baptism,® and as some of
the Chinese brethren speak Siamese,
they proposed to him several questions,
to all of which he replied in a very sat-
isfactory manner. He expressed a fra-
ternal affection for them, and they en-
gaged to pray forhim. We expect the
question relative to his baptism will be
settled next Sabbath.

* Boe Mr. D.’s letter on the nest page.



EXTRACTS PROM A LETTER OF MR.DAV-
ENPORT, DATED BANGKOK, DEC. §,
1840.

The first Siamese converl—JApplication
Jor baptigm.

I rejoice with trembling to commu-
nicate to you the fuct, that there is one
Siamese willing to break loose from the
idolatrona religion of his forefathers
and his countrymen, aud to conuect
himeelf with the church of Chirist.
His nume is Soot; and he is a young
man, about twenty two years of age.
He has Lbeen in our employment more
than a year. Soon after entering it,
he begnn to make inquiries relative to
the Christian religion, and afterwards
appeared to take an uncommon interest
in the daily and Sabbuth exercises.
After this time he expressed his helief
in the truths of ehrixtianity, aud ashed
to be adiuitted into the church by bap-
tism. I thought it best to act cautious-
ly in regard to this cuse,and requested
him te persevere in the course he was
pursuing. When we felt fully satisfied
that be was willing and auxious to obey
Chirist, we should with nwch pleasure
receive him into the church. 1 have
conversed with himn at ijutervals fora
number of mouths past, aud he has
given evidence that he has heen a man
of prayer ever siuce his first applica-
tion. Recently he has Leen exerting
himself in behalf of his fellow-laborers
in the printing department, and seewns
extremely desirous that they should
enguge in the service of the true God.
A most prominent object in his private
supplications of late, he says, has been
to ask for the gift of the Holy Spirit.
Upon being questioned elosely in re-
ference 10 the exercises of his mind
concerning sin, as having been com-
mitted against God, a good and holy
Beiug, he says he has not only hesought
Hiin to forgive the sins which he still
remembers to have committed, but
also those which he bas long since
forgotten, including the sin of idolutry.
But with regard to idol worship, he
says he never engaged in it hecause he
fully believed in it, but simply for the
sake of duing as others did. For sev-
eral days past he has given every indi-
cation of a mind at ease and joyful;
and upon being questioned as to his
feelings, he said he was in the enjoy-
ment of much happiness. We have a
meeting for conference and prayer ev-
ery Wednesduy afternoon; and he in-
quired if I would permit him at the
same hour to have a meeting with the
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printing hands, as he was desirous te
exhort and instrugt them as far as he
was able.

I' suid to him, suppose you should
be persecuted by your countrymen,
and they should even proceed to im-
prison you aud threaten you with death
for changing your religion ; how would
you act? He replied, I would endeav-
or to submit to it quietly.

We all feel much interested in this
case. Sabbath mext is appointed for
his examinatien; after which 1 hope
to have the pleasure of baptizing him
in the mame of the blessed Trinity.
We ask the prayers of the Board ia
bebulf of ourselves and the poor hea-
then about us, and especially for this
individual, that he may be blessed and
made a blessing to the benighted Si-
amese.

e ————————————
est RAflrclea.

THE BA’SA TRISBE.

‘Fhe suhjoined sketch of the character and
habits of this people, is from the pen of Rev.
W. G. Crecker, missionary of the Board, who
is now on a visit to this country. He bas re-
sided for several years among them, has ac-
quired their language, and bas had ample op-
portanities for acquaiug; with tbeir charac-
ter aud condition.

The Bésa country—JAgriculture—Social
economy.

The Bésa people extend from Junk
river to the river Cestres, about 90 miles
on the coast ; und from all the infor-
mation I have been able to gain, I
think they occupy most ef the eountry
between those points, and for about
seventy miles back from the sea. Their
number was estimated by Mr. Ashnan
at 125,000. As this weuld give about
twenty to a gquare miile, it probably is
not far from the truth. The lauguage
of this tribe seems 10 be understood
pretty extensively, and by those among
them also, who speak another lan-
guage.

‘I he Bisas seem to be as ignorant
and degruded as any other tribe on the
western coust. They are a timid, in-
dolent, and unambitinus people. Not
having had any written language, they
have no knowledge of the arts and
sciences, and seem to have gone on
for ages in the same track, following
implicitly the customs of their ances-
tors. They seem, indeed, to regard
any innovation alimost as a crime.
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sive and joyful. Many Burmans lined
the banks of the stream. Two Mus-
sulman merchants were also pres-
ent. Among the number baptized was
the head man of Mugau. Iub the even-
ing we commemorated the dying love
of Christ. About 120 were present.
‘This solenn feast closed the meeting.
‘We wished, while surrounding the ta-
ble, that the friends of missions who
bave long prayed and labored for the
rising church in Burmah, could have
looked in upon this little company, and
witnessed their order, solemnity and
joy. They would have felt that they
had not labored in vain. We made
the first collection at this meeting that
we have taken from the Karens in this
region, amounting to 12 rs. We had
proposed to defer the subject of collec-
tion until the Karen christians had be-
come permanently located ; but were
prompted to it now by a suggestion
from an aged chief of Pecha. He said
“ the Karens were thinking of cutting
down a jungle and planting it with
fruit trees for the eternal God. The
fruit was not to be plucked or eaten.”
I told him the Karens might worship
the trees, or opposers would call the
garden the God of the Christians ; and
proposed that they should reserve a
portion of their rice fields and dispose
of the rice, and appropriate the avails
in sustaining schools, 1 told them
of the self-denial of Christians in
America; and 1 have no doubt they
will imitate their American brethren,
in acts of benevolence.

28. Left for Tewa, about 150 miles
above Mergui, where we arrived on
the 5th of February. Four persons
were baptized. After spending one
might at this village, an express reach-
ed me from home, informing me that
Mrs. Ingalls had had a dangerous ill-
ness. .

‘We hastened our return, and reached
home on the 9th. 1found Mrs. Ingalls
in a very delicate state of health, but
recovering.

Feb. 17. The medical officer in
charge of Mergui, who has manifested
much kindness to us in our sickness,
though not pious, appears now to be
examining aud weighing the evidence
of christianity.

Br. Brayton is now laboring at a
village on the Tenasserim, and is in
the enjoyment of good health, as well
as Mre. Brayton. 1 called at his sta-
tion, and think theprospect is fair for
« harvest of souls.

Siam :—Lelter of Mr. Dean.‘
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EXTRACTS FROM A LETTER OF MR.
DEAN, DATED SINGAPORE, APRIL 18,
1841.

In c quence of enfeebled health, Mr.
Dean had taken a voyage to Singapore, where
he had resided for a number of weeks previous
to the date of the following letter.

Health of the missionaries—Death of a
Hindu convert—of a Chinese.

April 1C. 1 have to-day received
letters from Bangkok dated Februa
19th, bringing the welcome intelli-

nce that my familr are well; that

r. Slafter was convalescent, and that
the rest of the missionaries and their
families there were in comfortable
health.

11. Sabbath. This morning at 7
o'clock I performed the burial service
for a christian convert from Hinduism,
who, with his father, was baptized by
Swartz. He has long resided here
where he has accumulated considera-
ble wealth, and where he has lefta
large family of children, and a chris-
tian brother, with many relations and
friends from the Malabar coast—his
native country. Many of these speak
the English language to some extent,
and some would be disposed to contri-
bute liberally for the erection of a
christian church. The missionaries
bere of the London Missionary Society
propose making an effort to provi
them with the weans of regular in-
struction.

12, Our tracts on Tem da"cfsa and
the Inquirers’ Guide, published at Bang-
kok, have been repul:ilished by tlt::
Sin re mission, and appear to
in soao':lo demand among the Chinese.

e Ete, one of the members of our
Chinese church, died at his residence
in China in December last. He was
the first convert to christianity among
the Chinese, whom I had the pleasure
of burying beneath tha waters of the
Meinam, in 1835; and up to the time
of his leaving Bangkok (1839) he man-
ifested a uniforin course of cheerful
obedience to the law of Christ. On
reaching his home in China he called
around him his family and neighbors
and told them what great things”the
Lord had done for him, and then com-
menced among them a daily course of
religious worship which he continned
to the day of his death. From his own
letters, and from the representations of



others who have seen him, since he
left us, we have every reason to believe
that he lived and died a siucere chris-
tan. And though we had fondly
hoped thut God might continue his la-
bors for a few years longer among his
benighted countrymen, we are still
comforted with the thought that he Las

one home to his rest and reward in

eaven. He has one son, a member of
the church, still in Bangkok.

We have also beard that a young
Chinese of some promise, who left
with us last year some evidence of his
piety, was lost with his vessel on their
return from Tien-chin, near Pekin.
Our last letters from Bangkok state
that Gni-Seng, a former candidate for
baptism, now living at Ban-pla-soi,
writes in a hopeful manner, stating
that he continues his recollection of
the missionaries, and in the daily wor-
ship of God. The report of the mis-
sion, which was nearly ready when I
left, has since been forwarded by the
Caledonia, which vessel, the Chinese
say, put back to Siam a month ago.
More than this we have no knowledge.

18. Subbath. Preached this even-
ing in the mission chapel in English.
My health is very good with the excep-
tion of a little pain in the side, which
is seldom severe though generally per-
ceptible. 1 can generally study and
attend to other duties without inconve-
nience by avoiding exposures. The
cholera still prevails to some extent in
this place, and two of the members of
Dr. Ball’s family, with whom I now
reride, are just recovering from an at-
tack of the cholera-morbus. Mrs. Da-
veuport has recently been ill, but she
and her child are now quite well. She
is expecting br. D. here soon from
Bangkok, to which place I design to
return by the first opportunity. An
English vessel is expected here ina
few days bound for Siam direct.

An alarming insurrection amorf the
natives broke out on the 25th of Feb-
ruary in the Padang residency (Dutch)
on the island of Sumatra, which had

atly excited the fears of the author-
ities at Batavia. They had sent 600
troops to their assistance at Padang
where the troops amount to 3,000 or
4,000.

All here are on the tip-toe of expec-
ation for the result of the English ex-
edition, in their attack upon Canton ;
ut for iny own part, I have enough to

think about in relation to the Chinese
who are already accessible, until they
« are better supplied with the means of
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salvation than at present. I sometimes
fear my health may require a colder
climate, and in that case I might think
about a residence in China. At pres-
ent 1 know of no place 1 would will-
ingly accept in exchange for Bangkok.

Our last from Burmah (Feb. 15th,)
brought information that the king of
Ava had sent a commission to Ran-
oon, to erect a palace at that place,
or his accommodation, on which two
thousand men were employed, and to
defray the expense of which, one fifth
of his territorial revenues had been
appropriated ; but when, or for what
purpose the king was to remove thith-
er, was unknown.

Sveece.

EXTRACTS FROM A LETTER OF MR.
BUELL, DATED CORFU, (1ONIAN IS-
LANDS,) JULY 23, 1841.

The letter from Mr. Love, referred to below,
is contaiued in the last number of the Maga-
zine.

Study of the language—Girls’ school—
Scenery of Corfu— Funeral ceremonies.

Since the last letter of Mr. Love,
(June 23,) we are permitted to record
the uninterrupted health, and increas-
ing prosperity of the mission.

My time is chiefly occupied with the
language, and with a public service on
the Sabbath, which was comnenced
last Sunday, at the solicitation of a
number of the English residents. We
are gratified with our progress in the
language, under the instruction of Mr.
Eleon, a professor in the Gymnasium,
who coines twice a day to our room.

The girls’ school under Mrs. Dick-
son’s care, nuunbers twenty-five schol- -
ars. " The other ludies devote a portion
of their time to it. In various ways it
proves to be an important auxiliary to
the mission, and is held in high repute
both by the Eunglish und the Greeks.
Singing is a favorite amusement of the
Corfuotes, aud every eveuing the city
is serenaded with the music of the
young men and boys.

All the memnbers of the mission are
residing together, in a central and
healthy part of the town, in part of an
extensive block of English buildings.
The apartments are made to serve our
domestic uses,—the school, and for
public religious services on the Sub-
bath. From our rooms we look out
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Death of Mr. Slafter.

Since the former part of this number went to
press, we have received the painful intelligence,
that another valued missionary of this Board,
the Rev. Coroden H. Slafier, of the Siamese
mission, is o more. He died at Baukok, on
the 7th of April last, of dysentery, afier an ill-
mess of scveral weeks. He had recently been
on a tour of tract distribution, accompauied by
Mrs. S,,in the populous districts lying eastward
of Bankok, and when within two or three days
of home, was attacked by the fatal discase
which, at an unexpected moment, removed him
from the scene of his earthly toils, to bis rest in
heaven. The prospect of death at first occa-
sioued a slight feeling of disappoiniment, at be-
ing so soon called from his labors, and at haviug

all his plans and prospects of usefuluess to the.

poor heathen, so suddeuly cut short ; but when
he became convinced that this was the will of
God, his feelings subsided into a calm resigna-
tion, and to the last, he was permitted 1o enjoy
great peace of mind, and aw unshakeu eonfi-
deuce in the Savior. “ I am geing,” said he,
in one of his latest conversations, “to dwell
with the Lord Jesas Christ in heaven.”

The following particulars respecting his sick-
ness and death, are contained in a letter from
Mr. Goddard, dated April 18.

You will doubtless be informed by this
opportunity of the death of our dear br.
Slafter. On the 7th inst. after a distress-
ing sickness of more than two months, he
quietly bid furewell to this world of sin and
sorrow. He enjoyed the use of his reason
perfectly, until near the close of life—when
his mind became somewhat wandering.
He wus resigned and happy during his sick-
ness. At one time he partially recovered,
and was able to be about—to ‘visit his
brethren, and look after his domestic affairs
—but the disease returned with greater
violence, and defied the power of medicine.
He said he was partially disappointed in not
being permitted to labor for the salvation
of the Siamese, but he said, ‘¢ God knows
best how to carry on his work.”” During
his short stay he pursued, with great sin-
gleness of purpose, the one object of spread-
ing the gospel through all parts of the king-
dom. For this purpose he had fitted up a
large family boat, in which he and Mrs.
Slafter had already made several tours, and
had carried the gospel to places where it
was not before known, and where we fear
it will not very soon be published again.
Hence, though taken away at the very
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commencement of his labors, we trust he
has not lived in vain. We hope the
churches at home will not be discouraged.
Who can tell but that from his labors may
result more glory to God, and the salvatior
of more souls, than if he had spent a long
life in successful labors at home? Wheo
can tell but the leaven of the word of God,
which he let fall in some remote village,
may take effect and spread and operate
through the whole mass of this empire ? I
hope christians in christian lands are awake
and prayiog fervently, night and day, for
the divine blessing to rest on the efforts
which missionaries are putting forth to
spread the gospel. Were they thus pray-
ing they would eeldom feel that when a
missionary is taken away, at the commence-
ment of his labors, they had sent him forth
in vain. Seldom is one taken away, before
he bas done something—or set in motion
some train of causes calcuhted to bear on-
ward this great work. If then christians
fervently and sincerely pray for the bless-
ing of God, how many souls might be saved
by the instrumentality of the shortest lived
missionary!

The bereaved partner of br. Slafter’s la~
bors seems to bear her loss with christian
resignation. I trust she will have the
prayers and sympathy of christians, and
still be enabled to labor long in the field
which she has entered.

Some further particulars arc meutioned in &
letter from Ms. Davenport, dated April 7. Af-
ter detailing the circumstances refcrred to in the
foregoing letter, he speaks of the funeral ser-
vices, and then gives briefly somc traits in the
character of the deceased.

The brethren and sisters of the several
missionary Boarde, and some Europeans,
were assembled in the afternoon succeeding
his decease, when the last sad offices were
performed, previous to the interment of his
remains. ‘The Rev. Mr. Robinson of the A.
B. C. F. M. was selected to preach a ser-
mon on the occasion. His text was,
«« Mark the perfect man—for the end of
that man is peace.’’ A number of Siam-
ese being present, the opportunity was em-
braced to exhort them, as the deceased had
done, to make the needed preparation for
the eternal world. We then committed
his body to the dust, near to the remains
of four other beloved missionaries who now
sleep in Jesus—the companions of Gutz-
laff and Jones, with our beloved brethren
Reed and Benham.

There were blended in the character of
our deceased brother many pleasing traits.
He was a man of much integrity of purpose;
and zealously devoted to the service of
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God and his Redeemer. He had a pleas-
ing, affectionate address, calculated to gain
the confidence of the religious and irreli-

gious. His death is an unspeakable loss to
the mission. For with such an acquain-

tance with the language as to be able to
communicate much religious truth, with
energy of character, and a design of visit-
ing the length and breadth of this kingdom
—under such circumstances we regard his
removal as a mysterious providence indeed.
But He who loves the charch far more than
mortals can possibly do, has caused the
stroke and we must sabmit.

Some additional extracts from the letters an-
nouncing this sad event, together with a brief
obituary notice, will be published in our rext
number.

Arrival of Mr. Jones at Butuvia.

The Rev. J. T. Jones who, with Mrs. J.,
sailed from this port in the ship Dalmatia Capt.
Beal, in January last, for Siam via Batavia,
arrived at the latter place in safety on the Tth
of April, after a pleasant passage of 115 days.
‘They were expecting to embark on the follow-
ing day for Singapore, and from thence to pro-
ceed by the earliest opportunity, to Bankok.
Both Mr. and Mrs. J. were in good health,
and they had experienced during the passage
every comfort, both from the provisions of the
ship and the kindness of its officers.

RELATIONS OF THE BoaRD.

By a reference to the last annual report,
page 159 of the Magazine, it will be seen that
preliminary steps had been taken, for a more
intimate union of the ¢ Roberts Fund and
China Mission Society in the Mississippi Val-
ley,” with this Board, in the foreign mission-
ary work,—‘“the arrangement to take eflect
whenever the Board shall be apprized by the
8ociety that their missionary in China, the
Rev. 1. J. Roberts, has acceded thereto.”
Official information having been received by
the Board, that Mr. Roberts has acceded to the
terms proposed, the above arrangement will go
into full effect. ‘It is mutually understood,
that the agency of the Society shall be con-
fined to the State of Kentucky, and that its
operations shall be subsidiary to the Board,
in the same manner as those of other auxilia-
ries, reserving to itself the right belonging to
all contributors, to designate the ohjects to
which its donations shall be applied.” Mr.
Roberts will be considered a missionary of
this Board, and subject to the same regula-
tions as its other missionaries.

Relations of the Board:— Donations.
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Fetters from Vastern flsslons.

Burxau.—D. L. Brayton, Jan. 15, 1841,
April 9.
H Howard April 26.

L Ingalls, alls, Feb. 17.

lason, j. Dec. 3-11, 1840, April 13, 1841.
SMO:goodDecS 84OJan9IB4I
7. Simons, Aug. 10.
Amucu— VL.  Abbott, Sept. 5, 1840.
“ . 8. Com:tock, j- Dec. 29, 1840—Apnl'l

18

E. Kincaid, Jan. 18, March 16.

AsaM.—As. Mission, March 10.

C. Barker, Dec. 28, 1840

M. Bromon,Jan 1, I84I April 19.

N. Brown, j. Mayl lB-lO—Aug 15, Jan. 6,
1841, Feb. 16 March 20.

O T. Culler, Oct. 28, 1840, Feb. 25, 1841,
April 27, June 14.

Stam.—R. D. Dawnporl, April 7.

W. Deun, March 5, 15, April, 1, 18,

J. Goddard, Jan. 1, Feb. 12, April 18,

J. T. Jona May 18.

Mrs. M. M. Slaﬂer, April 16.

Cuina.—J. L. Shuck, Feb.19, March 8, 27,
Apnl 27. May 30.

Robert.v April 19.

T;Loocoos— . S. Day, Feb. 24, March 16.

8. Vun Husen, March 13,

W. AFRICA. —-l Clarke,April 19, June 8.

J. June 19
o Willard Juve 3, Aug. 10,

FrancE—E.
Sept. 22, Oct. 7.

REECE.—R. F. Buel, Juve 14, July 23,
Sept. 24.

rs. H. E. Dickson, March 24, June 23.

H. T Love, June 23, Aug. 20.
szun—.l G. Onc en, March 19, 20,

July 20, Se;
é I.j:hmann, July 7, Aug. 3.
————
Bonations,
Frox OcT. 1 To NovemMsERr 1, 1841,

Maine.
Puseatatrla Association, per Levi
Morri
Waldo For. Miss. Soc., Thos. B.
Lincoln tr., per Rufus Joues,
Lubec Bap. ch, ., per Rev. Elias
McGregory,
Bowdoinham Baptist For. Miss.
Soc., W. R. Prescott tr.,
Topsham Bap. church 9,70
Leeds Fem. Miss. Society 6.71
do. Male do. do. G, 26
Fayette Fem. Bap. Miss.
ociety )
West Gardlncr Bap. ch. 10,82
Winthrop, two friends ,63

2,27
17,00
3,00

Penobscot Baptist Association, J.
Hunting tr Cper Mr. Parker,
Cornvnlle, A. wiord 9,70

00
per Rev. D. %’ Bailey, — 10,70
Lebanon and North Berwick Fe-
male Baptist Miss. Soc., Mrs.
. Goodwin tr., per
Daniel Wood.
York Co. For. Miss. Society, C.
Sedgwich Bay. Fem. Miss. S
sy. Fem. Miss. Soc.,
Mgw Rulh Allen tr., per Mr.
Wood,

48,12
80,50

7,50
169,50

2

—— 360,01



